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^  The  XflTM  of  a  counU7  ^^^  necessimly  C'nnected  with  trtry  {^ing  be- 
loDging  to  the  people  of  it:  ho  that  a  thorough  knowledge  of  them,  and 
of  their  progress  would  inform  us  of  every  thing  that  was  most  uae- 
ful  to  be  known  about  them;  and  one  of  (he  greatest  impeiftctioas 
of  htstotiaas  in  genera),  is  owing  to  their  ignorance  of  law  ** 
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We  Robert  G.  Scott  «dcI  Alexander  L.  Botts,  members  of  tbe 
exec«tive  council  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  tbat  the  laws  con- 
tained in  the  Tenth  Volnme  of  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  have 
been  by  us  examined  and  compared  with  the  originals  from  which 
they  were  taken,  from  page  1  to  page  320  inclusive,  and  have  been 
found  truly  and  accurately  printed,  except  as  to  a  list  o(Err4Ua  to 
the  number  of  fourteen,  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 

Givenunder  our  hands  this  24th  day  of  December,  1822. 

ROBERT  G.  SCOTT, 
ALEXANDER  IaBOTTS. 

We  Peter  V.  Daniel  and  Robert  G.  Scott,  members  of  the  exe- 
cutive council  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  laws  con- 
tained in  the  Tenth  Volnme  of  Hening's  StatuUs  at  LargCj  have 
been  by  us  examined  and  compared  with  the  originals  from  which 
they  were  taken,  from  page  521  inclusive,  to  the  end,  and  have 
been  found  truly  and  accurately  printed,  except  as  to  a  list  of 
Errata  to  tbe  number  often  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
CHvea  our  bands  this  24di  day  of  December  1822. 

P.V.DANIEL, 
ROBERT  G.  SCOTT. 
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TO   THE 


TenU^  Vo\ume  of  the  Statutes  at  Large. 

.      ■  •     .   '^ 

During  ihe  period  embraced  by  this  volume,  the  Southern 
States  was  the  theatre  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  Virginia  her- 
self was  actually  invaded.  To  supply  men  and  monev,  seems  to 
have  been  the  great  business  of  the  Legislature.  The  regular 
army  was  recruited  by   liberal  bounties,  by  volunteers,  and  by  '  i 

draf^  from  the  .n.ht.a.     i  or  the  assistance  of  our  sister  States  of 
North  and  South  Carolma,  as  well  as  to  repel  the  invasion  of  ou 
own  State,  the  M.i.tia  were  called  out.     New  emissions  of  pa^r 
money  were  made,  from  time  to  time,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of    * 
government;  taxes  were  laid  in  certain  enumerated  commodi-     * 
ties;  and  loans  were  authorised,  payable  in  money,  tobacco,  hemp         ^* 
or  flour.     P.  ovisoms,  cloth.ng,  waggons  and  horses,  for  the  armv 
were  procured  either  by  an  assessment  among  the  divisions  of  the 
militia,  or  by  impressment  or  purchase.      So  rapid  was  the  de- 
preciation of  the  paper  money,  that  the  wages  of  the  members  of      ; 
the  general  assembly,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  government       ' 
and  the  pay  of  others  entitled  to  draw  money  from  the  treasurv 
except  the  army,  were  estimated  in  tobacco,  and  the  value  fixed      '  "  . 
by  the  grand  Junes,  at  the  several  terms  of  the  general  court  -     -    '' 
•    .If  r^    I         """^  was  settled  by  a  scale  of  depreciation  ad-      ^     ' 
justed  for  that  purpose.     Finally,   the  paper  money  was  called 
in,  and  funded  at  one  for  a  thousand.  ' 

The  very  extensive  powurs  conferred  on  the  governor  and 
council,*  at  this  awful  crisis,  could  only  be  justified  by  iiecessitv 
resulting  from  a  state  of  war  Happily,  such  were  the  virtues  of  • 
those  called  on  to  exercise  the  executive  functions  of  the  irorern  i 
mem  and  such  the  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of  the  people' 
^t  thwe  extraordinary  powers  were  never  exerted,  except  when 
Ac  piibhc  safety  so  imperiously  required  itj  that  the  principal  ac" 
tow,  instead  of  being  censured,  received  the  applauses  of  their 

In  this  volame  commAces  ttie  commonwealth's  land  law  to 
wh|ch  IS  prefixed  an  act  for  adjusting  titles  to  nnpatented  lands, 
*8eep».309,  413. 
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the  lights  to  which,  derived  from  the  colonial  government,  were 
inchoate  at  the  establishment  of  the  commonwealth's  land  office. 
At  the  end  of  the  volume  will  be  found  some  very  important 
Resolutions  and  State  Papers;  particularly  the  correspondence 
between  the  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  on  the 
subject  of  the  disputed  boundary  between  the  two  Stated  ;f  and 

reapers  in  relation  to  the  cession  of  the  North  Western  Territory  .J 
t  will  here  be  seen,  that  the  great  impediment  to  a  ratification 
of  the  articles  of  confederation  on  the  part  of  Maryland,  (which 
was  delayed  until  1781)  was  the  extensive  western  territories, 
held  by  some  of  the  States;  and  the  liberality  of  Virginia,  in 
ceding  her  north  western  territory  to  the  United  States,  will 
then  be  duly  appreciated. 

WILLIAM  WALLER  HENING. 

t  See  pa.  521.  i  See  pa.  547. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


List  of  Governors  of  Virginia  during 
the  period  comprised  in  this  vo- 
lume. 

Patrick  Hcnrt,  esq,  continued  governor  until  tbe  iPttnckHen- 
latter  end  or  the  May  session  1779,  and  on  tbe  first  day  '^'  ^^' 

of  June  i'T79,  Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  was  elected, 

Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  was  governor  until  June  Th<*rti  Jef* 
1781,  when  he  resigned;  and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June  *^'**»**4- 
J  781,  Thomas  Nelson,  junior,  esq.  was  elected. 

Thomis  Nelson,  Jun.  esq.  continued  governor  no*  Thouaslfcl- 
lil  the  thirtieth  of  November  1781,  when  he  resigned,  "^b^,^' 
and  Benjamin  Harrison,  esq.  was  elected.  HArntcm, 

«iq. 
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At   ▲ 
BEGUN   AND    HIXO 

At  ibe  Capito\y  lo  the  Cit^  of  WiUiams-  thomu  Jef* 
bupg,  oil  Monday  tVie  third  da>f  of  Maj,  ^UJJJ;^ 
\ii  the  ^ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
se^eu  hundred  and  seNent^-nvne^  and 
in  the  third  ^ear   of  the  Common^ 
viealth. 


CHAP.  Lf 

An  aet  ta  ecjcplain  and  amend  the  acts 
of  Geheral  Assembly^  providing  a 
supply  of  money  for  puhlick  exigen* 
cies. 

WHEREAS  many  doiibts  baire  arisen  amoiig  pteanble. 
the  commissioners  and  assessors  of  the  tax,  on  the  ,.  ^ 
constmcljon  of  the  act  of  general  assembly  passed  in 
the  year  I???,  entitled  ^*  An  Act  for  raising  a  supply  of 
money  for  publick  exigencies;"  and  also  one  other  act 
passed  in  the  year  1778,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  An  Act  for  raising  a  supply  of  money  for 
publick  exigencies;"  some  apprefaendfbg  that  they 
should  value  lands  at  the  rates  at  which  they  would 
sdl  in  gold  and  silver,  and  not  what  they  would  sell 
i«  paper  bills  of  credit  of  this  commonwealth  or  of 
Congress;  others,  that  they  should  value  them  as  they 

*  Patiick  Henrjr»  esq.  vas  goremor  at  the  oommencement  of 
tfai*  fle«sioii;  but  during  its  continuaoce,  Thomas  JefTereon,  esq. 
was  eieetedbis  successor. 

t  None  of  tKe  sets  of  this  session  arc  distinguished  by  ckatten 
m  the  oiinnai,  nor  ate  they  separated  by  wecU^m.  Such  only  aa 
were  pofifished  in  the  CharuxUwe  Rewal  (edit  1765}  will  be 
marked  in  this  edition  by  sections,  as  they  were  in  that. 

Vol.  x.  B  % 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10  LAWS  <MF  W€#BA^    . 

woqM  sc^  w^  alt  or  |i.^reatpart  of  the  landt  wiflii^ 
the  connnonwealthy  or  whhfn  a.cQ}inty  to  be  offered  to 
s^le  at  Que  time,  and  not  at  the  sum  at  which  they 
would  sell  if  exposi^d  to  sale  in  moderate  quantities  as 
happens,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things;  and  otbeq^ 
that  as  the  legislature  had  by  the  latter  act  only  trer 
bled  the  tax  laid  in  the  former,  tliey  intended  thereby 
diat  no  more  than  three  times  as  much  money  should 
be  raised,  and  of  course  that^  the  valuation  oi  the  pre- 
sent year  should  be  the  same  as,  it  was  the  last,  with* 
out  any  regard  to  the  rise  in  >  the  price  of  property 
since  that  time,  all  which  con^ructions  are  cootrary  tq 
^  the  intention  of  the  said  acts;  and  in  consequence  of 
such  differences  of  construction,  very  great  ineqaali** 
ties  have  arisen  in  the  rates  at  which  property  of  equal 
value  has  been  assessed  in  different  counties  during 
the  present  year:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Gene^ 
cwo?t5r&  ^^  Assembly^  That  forthwith  on  the  reqeipt  of  this  act, 
assesKirs  to  the  commissioners  of  tlie  tax  for  the  several  coqntieii 
be  Goni^niid  Qp  j  corporations  shall  call  together  their  respective 
assessprs,  to  meet  at  their  courthouse  at  as  short  a  day 
as  may  be  in  the  present  year,  and  in  the  subsequent 
years  during  the  continuance  pf  this  act,  at  such  time 
as  by  tlie  said  first  mentioned  act  is  directed,  and  be-* 
log  there  assembled,  the  said  assessors  shall  take  aa 
Oatlief  com-  oath  or  make  affirmation  as  follows:  ^'  I  do 

•misstonertof  g^ear  (or  affirm)  that  twill  when  called  on  by  tjie 
V  ^^^   .     '      cokmnissipners  of  the  tax  for  my  county,  truly,  canr 
dtdly,  and  without  reserve,  declare  the  .worth  of  the 
several  kinds  of  lands  within  my  county  or  corpora^ 
tion,  9S  they  would  sell  according  to  my  opinion,  if 
exposed  to  sale  for  ready  money  in  paper  bills,  of  cre- 
dit of  this  commonwealth  or  of  Congress,  .^o  help  me 
€rod."     Whiph  path  or  affirmation  may  be  administer* 
ed  by  any  oiie  of  the  commissioners:  The  said  com- 
ipissioners  shall  then  proceed  to  describe  the  lands  of 
their  county  in  so  many  general  classes,  not  exceedr 
ing  six  as  their  different  natures  or  kinds  may  require, 
and  shall  call  on  each  assessor  singly,  to  declare  un- 
in^iu^wiing'^  der  the  obligation  of  his  oath  or  affirmation,  what  be 
lands,  louin  thinks  each  several  kind  of  the  said  land  would  se}l 
towns,  &c.     for  by  the  acre,  if  exposed  to  sa^le  in  moderate  quanti- 
ties according  to  the  usual  course  of  things  for  ready 
money,  in  paper  bills  of  credit  of  this  commonwealth 
or  of  Congress;  which  several  opinions,  together  with 
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Arir  dwn,  thev  shM  state  in  Vriting  for  each  kind  of 
land  separately,  and  sfiall  add  lu^jceliier  t!ie  several 
sums  at  wMch  the  same  kind  of  land  h  rated  b>'  the 
diflereni  coittmisstoners  and  assessors,  and  then  divide 
tike  aggregate  sum  by  the  number  of  persons  whose 
dptnions  were'stated,  and  shall  take  the  quotient  or 
Result,  or  such  sum  near  thereto,  as  to  avoid  die  diffi- 
culty of  fractions  may  be  approved  by  a  majority  of 
the  said  commissioners  and  assessors,  as  the  average 
price  of  such  kind  of  land,  and  so  shall  proceed  to  de» 
ducc  an  average  price  for  every  other  kind  into  which 
they  shall  have  classed  the  land  of  their  count3'  as  be- 
fiwe  directed.  But  lots  of  land  in  towns,  and  ferry 
landings,  and  mines  of  coal  or  metal,  shall  not  be  in^- 
ehided  within  any  of  the  said  general  classes,  but  shall, 
as  well  as  mills  and  other  extraordinary  buildings,  ^ 
Talued  by  the  assessors  withhi  whose  bounds  they  are, 
as  they  would  sell,  if  exposed  to  sale  for  ready  money 
hi  paper  bills  of  credit  of  this  commonwealth  or  of 
Congress.    The  said  assessors  shall  then  instead  of  the  ' 

oatb  or  affirmation  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  first 
mentroned  act,  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation; 
Id  be  administer^  by  any  one  of  the  commissioners. 
**  I  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  wilJ  to  the     Otth  of  t»-' 

B*st  of  my  skill  and  judgment,  in  the  several  parcels  •eMof«. 
of  land  within  the  bounds  of  my  assessment,  estimate  •  ' 
the  quantity  of  each  kind  thereof  as  classed  or  describ- 
ed by  the  commissioners  i)[  tlie  tax  for  my  county,' that 
I  wilt  assess  the  same  at  the  legal  pound  rate  accord- 
fog  t«  the  average  value  of  the  same  kind  of  lands  set*- 
ded  by  the  commissioners  and  assessors  of  my  county; 
that  1  will  fatthfiiily,  justly,  and  impartially  assess,  the 
pound  j^te  imposed  by  law  on  all  other  property  li^^ 
ble  thereto  within  my  hundred,  according  to  the  plain* 
meailing  of  the  several  act<;  of  assembly  under  which  I  •  ■  . 
act,  as  they  appear  to  my  judgment,  that  I  will  spare 
none  for  favour  or  affection,  and  none  aggrieve  for  ha^ 
Ired,  malice,  or  ill  will,  but  in  all  things  do  my  duty 
of  an  assessor,  honestly,  impartially,  and  to  tlie  bcpt 
of  my  abilities.  So  help  me  God.*'  And  if  any  asses- 
sor were*  not  present  at  the  said  meeting,  tlie  said  oath 
last  stated,  shall  be  afterwards  administered  to  him  by 
Some  one  of  the  commissioners,  or  any  jusrice  of  t^ 
peace  of  his  county  (fr  corporation;  and  before  he  shati 
firoceed  to  make  h\a  as^ssments  Ao  said  a^ses?0Ts 
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shall  then  proceed  to  the' assessment  of  their  Immiredi 
in  the  course  of  which,  if  they  shatl  differ  in  opinion 
as  to  the  value  of  any  parcel  of  land,  or  of  other  pro* 
perty,  the  medium  between  their  two  opinions  ^hali  be 
taken  as  the  true  value.  And  the  same  inequalities 
having  arisen  in  the  assessment  of  slaves  in  the' several 
counties,  and  it  being  supposed  that  the  assessment  on 
this  kind  of  property  may  be  rendered  much  more 
equal  by  way  of  poll-tax,  so  settled,  as  to  bear  the  pro*- 
portion  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  their  average 
value. 
'VoV-tiz  6n  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  a  tax  of  five  pounds  per 
^^^'  poll  shall  be  paid  for  all  ne{j:ro  and  mulatto  servants 

and  slaves;  but  where  any  slave,  through  old  agift  or 
bodily  infirmity,  shall  be  incapable  of  labour,  and  be- 
come a  charge  to  the  owner,  the  commissioners  shall 
have  power  upon  satisfactory  proof  thereof  made  to" 
them,  to  allow  and  discount  to  such  owner  the  said  tax 
upon  such  slave;  this  discount  to  be  made  before  deK«> 
very  of  the  estimate  to  the  sheriff  who  is  to  collect  the 
tax:  And  if  any  person  possessed  of  such  slave  Or  mu- 
latto servant,  shall  wilfully  conceal  the  same  from  th^ 
X  assessors,  so  as  to  avoid  paying  the  tax  required  by 
this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds.  And  as  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  con^ 
strnction  of  the  last  of  the  said  two  acts,  whether  it 
was  intended  that  the  tax  of  thirty  slttllings  for  every 
hundred  pounds  in  possession  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
was  intended  to  be  paid  for  the  present  year,  or  not  to 
begin  till  the  next.  It  is  therefore  enacted^  That  the 
Tttoamo-^^'^  tax  shall  be  paid  for  the  monies  df  which  any  per- 
ney.  .  ^on  shall  be  in  possession  at  sunrise,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  July  next,  and  at  sunrise  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  in  each  of  tlie  five  next  succeeding  years;  but 
tliat  no  tax  shall  be  paid  on  the  continental  bH Is  of 
credit  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  tke  1 1th,  1778, 
whose  currency  was  stopped  before  the  first  day  of 
May  last  by  resolution  of  Congress. 
Taxonto-  ^^  whereas,  in  conformity  to  the  eleventh  and 
baoco  €36.  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between '  his 
ported.  most  Christian  Majesty  the  king  of  France,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  all  tobaccoes  exported  f^^r 
the  use  of  any  of  the  West  India  islands,  belonging  to 
"his  niost  Christian  Majesty,  <\*er^  by  U»e  said  last  re* 
eHed  act,  exempted  from  waty^^y  or  tmjMiUaid  tkereo^ 
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bjr  fbefirst  recited  act,  anditie  said  ]lthi|iHl}2tharl«cks. 
kave,  by  oiutua)  consent,  been  rescinded:  Be  it  there-- 
fore  enaettd^  That  a  tax  of  thirty  shillings  per  hogs- 
head on  all  tobacco  exported,  be  paid  down  to  the  in- 
ypector  before  shipping  the  same,  io  be  by  him  paid 
to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  or'  before  the 
tweBty  fifth  of  October  in  each  year,  during  the  con-  Assessments 
tinaance  of  this  act      The  times*  in  the  present  year  wJntmrcturn. 
ioit  the  retaro  of  the  assessments  by  the  assessors  to  the  ^^^^' 
commissioners^  shall  be  on  or  before  the  last  day  of       AppeaK 
July;  for  bearing  appeals  by  the  commissioners,  shall  when  heard, 
be  from  the  said  last  day  of  July,  to  the  fourteenth  day    j^ij^^^^g-. 
of  August;  for  the  delivery  of  the  list  of  taxes  by  the  ^bie  m^p^ 
eommissioners  to  the  sheriffs,  shall  be  the  fifteenth  day  iy^.'^htn  de- 
of  August;  for  making  distress  by  the  sherifis  on  de-  ''^'•^,  - 
£iult  of  payment  of  the  taxes,  shall  be  the  fifteeiith  day  ttxes,  when. 
•T  September  in  any  time  afler,^  but  in  every  subse*  Sheriff  refu*' . 
quent  year  doriiig  the  continuance  of  the  present  act,  5!*S2k  *"*"! 
^ali  be  the  same  as  directed  by  the  said  first  mention-  ieotioo,tp«o 
ed  act.  If  any  sheriff  shall  refuse  to  undertake  the  col* /ucfo  depH. 
ieciioo  of  the  taxes,  or  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  give  se»  vcdofofcce, 
curky  for  the  due  discharge  of  his  duty  therein,  he 
^ball  stand  ipso  faciOy  deprived  of  his  office,  and  the 
court  shall  likewise  proceed  to  a  new  recomnoendation, 
and  the  person  commissioned,  in  consequence  of  such 
reeommendation,  as^  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  his 
eommisfiion,  shall  have  authority  to  proceed  to  the  cof**  *   . 

lection  and  appoint  deputies  to  aid  him  titerein,  giving 
fiecttriiy  as  required  by  law,  at  the  next  court  to  \^ 
held  for  his  county;  and  where  it  shall  so  happen,  that 
payment  hath  been  made  to  any  sheriff  in  consequence 
of  any  assessment  mfide  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  '  "'  • 
general  assembly,  for  raising  a  supply  for  the  current 
year,  such  sheriff  shall  account  for  tlie  «ame  with  the 
person  making  such  payment,  and  shall  a|iply  the 
same  towards  discharging  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  tbi« 
act,  so  far  as  such  pajrment  will  extend^  op  return  the 
overplus  as  the  case  may  be.  vvhat  papei« 

Jlnd  be  ttfarihsr  enacted^  That  the  sheriffs  or  other  '^?"''^/'^:^ 
^coUectors,  be  autborixed  and  directed  to  receive  in  pfiy-  ^^^^^l^ 
m^nt  for  all  or  any  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  this  act, 
'tfce  receqpits  given  by  the  continental  ap^eqt  far  pa(>er 
currency  of  the  emissions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and 
of  April  the  Uth,  1778,  and  which  have  be^n  takon 
out  of  circuk^ion  tiy.  a  neiK^latioa  of  ^euecal  congress; 
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and  the;  trcaaoi^  for  the  time  being  is  also  authoriseif 
and  directed  to  receive  the  same  in  payment  from  the 
se^veral  sheriffs  or  collectors  aforesaid,    Instead  of  the 
Allowaii^to  allowance  of  ten  shillings  by  the  day  by  the  said 
commiw*ott-'  former  acts  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax,  and  to 
andcSrr^  their  clerk,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  thirty 
ottastd    '     killings  each  by  the  day,  for  their  future  services. 
*  ^  /   And  instead  of  the  allowance  by  the  same  acts  to  the 
assessors,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissionerft  lot 
give  them  any^um  not  exceeding  thirty  pounds  eacbt- 
for  their  services  this  present  year.      And  to  prevent 
,v      ..       inconveniendes  in  case  of  distress,  levied  for  any  of 
the  taxes  imposed  by  this  act,  It  is  hereby  enacted^ 
That  where  such  distress  shall  be  made,  and  a  sale  in 
^*?^^?^  c^onsequence  thereof,  the  surplus  after  paying  the  tax, 
SiE^^Sr  taut.  '^  *"y  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  or  collector; 
ety^'AK^^^  and  the  proprietor  will  net  receive  it  upon  tender  to. 
^oied^       him,  shall  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  by  the  office 
makmg  such  distress,  into  the  hands  of  the  commis*^^ 
^ioners  of  the  county  for  the  time  being,  who  shall  pay ' 
tbe  'same  over  to  their  successours,  to  be  apptiedtfi  dis- 
charge (as  far  as  such  surplus  will  extend)  of  tne  taxes, 
which  may  become  due  from  tbe  same  person  in  the  next^ 
o/any  succeeding  year;  but  such  surplus  shall  be  paid  to* 
the  proprietor  of  the  property  if  he  will  receive  the  same, 
and  if  the  officer  making  such  distress,  shall  neglect  to 
tender  ttie  surplus  to  the  proprietor  of  the  effects,  or 
pay  the  same .  over  to  the  commissioners  (in  case  o^- 
refusal  by  such  proprietor)  such  officer  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  his  de-; 
liiiics.  liov  f**dt.    The  fine  or  penalty  incurred  by  this  act,  in  any 
approprla.     ipstance,  shall  be  one  half  to  the  informer,  or  him  who 
^^^'  will  sue  for  tiie  same,  the  other  half  to  the  commofi- 

wealtb,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  tsourc* 
^        of  record.'    And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  so  miich< 
flSf^^rc!^  of  an  act  of  general  assembly,  entitled  "  An  Act  for 
4>ea!td.         raising  a  supply  of  money  for  pujblick  exigencies;''  and ' 
of  one  other  act,  entitled  *'  An  Act  to  amend  ah  act  end-  * 
tied  An  Act  for  raising  a  supply  of  money  for  publiek 
exigencies,''  as  comes  within  tl)e  purview  of  this  act,  is, 
and  smnds  hereby  repealed.    And  that  this  act  shall- 
be  in  force  doi4i%  the  continaance  of  itie  said  firsV' 
mentioned  act,  and  no  longer. 
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CHAP.  II.     ' 

Jn  Act  establishing  a  Board  of    -^fiiJ^^ 
Trade.  1779,  cUap* 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  jJuembit/y  That  a      ^Bovdet 
board  of  trade  shall  be  constituted,  to  consist  of  three  tHde  kow 
personsnoiexercising  commerce  on  private  account,  to  <»«***tttted» 
be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly- 
at  the  first  session  of  every  assembly,  and  to  continue 
in  office  until  the  next  choice  shall  be  made;  but  any 
member  may  be  removed  within  that  time  by  joint  ^ 
vote  of  both  houses,  and  thereupon,  as  also  on  the 
deatii,  resignation^  or  refusal  to  act  of  any  member, 
they  shall  proceed  to  choose  another  in  bis  stead,  or-         '  \ 
if  such  death,  resignation,  or  refusal,  happen  during     Ytcanocs, 
the  recess  of  assembly,  thegovernour  and  council  may'^^**Fy^  ■ 
apfKunt  some  person  to  act  in  the  said  office  uptii  the*       . 
end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly;  the  members  hav^« 
ing  in  some  court  of  record,  or  before  some  judge  or* 
jasUce  thereof,  given  assurance  of  fidelity  to  the  com- 
ipenwealth,  and  taken  the  following  oath:    "  I-  A.  B.  •       ^*^  ^^ 
do  solemnly  promise  and  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully,  *"*■"*"• 
impartially,  and  justly  perform  the  duty  of  my  office 
of  a  member  of  the  board  of  trade,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  skill  and  judgment.    ;So  help  me  God." 
Any  two  of  tbem  may  proceed  to  business. 

The  duty  of  the  said  board  shall  be  to  see  to  the     Dotjr,  aad 
procuring  by  importation  or  otherwise,  all  military  P'*'^*"  •f 
stores,  clothing,  accoutremehts,  utensils,  materials,  and  ^^^^^ 
n<M:es$aries,  which  shall  be  required  by  the  governour, 
with  the  advice  of  tlie  council,  for  the  publick  use,  or 
for  the  Qse  of  theofficers,  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines, 
raised  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth;  taking 
care  ^  to  send  for  such  additional  quantities  as  may 
provide  against  disappointments,  happening  by  cap*  \ 

U»e  or  otherwise;  to  procure  salt,  and  cards  ibr  maii^  ' 

ubaoniig  cotton  and  wool,  and  dbtribute  the  same 
prop^ly  amqng  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  at 
scfcii  pdces  only,  as  will  reimburse  the  publick; 
irfaere  cargoes  shall  contain  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  articles  before  mentioned,  togetlier.  with 
others  not  wanting  for  the  publick  use,  and  the  same 
cap  only   be  bought  by  wholesale,   or  may  be  so 
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lK)ugbt  to  better  account,  to  purchase  tbe.siuct  cskt* 

goes,  and  to  sell  again  as  diffusive  as  possible,  such 

^  •  .  ..    .  parts  oftheui  as  are  not  so  wanting;  to  make  payment 

^for  the  same  in  money,  or  in  commodities,  or  bills  of 

exchange  to  be  purchased  by  them  for  that  purpose, 

or  in  specie  or  bullion;  to  have  them  stored  and  safe- 

'  *  •  '  <     }y  kept  until  called  for  by  the  governour  and  council 

'  or  board  of  war;  to  superintend  and  direct  all  personi^ 

*'■'      ■*     aud  things  employed  in  or  about  the  said  business;  iq 

superintend  the  publick  manufactories  of  all  articles, 

which  by  this  act  the^  are  required  to  provide,  to  fit 

.    out,  purchase,  or  charter  vessels  of  burthen,  or  of  dis-> 

>        '         'patch  necessary  for  fulfilling  the  purposes  of  this  act, 

or  for  carrying  or  procuring  advices  for  governments 

T^cHppfo-  ^11  j|,e  proceedings  of  the  said  board  before  they  are 

^jecf^     corned  into  execution,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  go* 

^ittr#ul  of    vernour  and  council  for  their  approbation,  amend- 

cxccutiTe.      ment,  or  negative. 

Hour  monies      ^^^  governour  with  advice  of  council,  shall  notify 
drawn  from    from  time  to  time  to  the  board  of  auditors,  the  sum^ 
tbetreaittiy,  of  money  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes. 
rftUc1>oard  ^^^^^^  mentioned,  who  shall  thereupon  give  their  war- 
'  rant,  or  warrants,  on  the  treasurer  for  the  advance  of 
'^  ^  -such  monies,  to  be  regular  debited  and  accounted  for 
in  due  time. 
Wtere  the      The  said  board  shall  sit  at  such  place  and  in  sucb  . 
^^d^  w*  *n'  '^P^''*°^^'^*s,  as  the  governour  with  advice  of  council 
rencd.    ^  '"sluxU  direct;  and  if  at  any  time  they  shall  be  separated^ 
and  occasion  for  their  meeting  shall  arise,  the  gover* 
Tb«ir'oredt}  nour  shall  have  power  to  call  them  together:    They  ' 
oath  of  fe-     shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  their  own  clerk,  or 
^^^^'       '  clerks,  who  shall  take  an«oath  to  keep  secret  all  such  - 
matters  as  they  shall  direct,  to  be  kept  secret;  which 
oath  may  be  administered  by  any  member  of  the 
board* 
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CHAP.  HI. 

Jn  Act  establishing  a  Board  of    tima,^ 
War^  *"      Sv"^- 

B'E  it  enacted  by  the  Gentrtd  Assemhtif^  That  a       Bo»d df 
board  of  war  shall  be  constituted  to  coilsist  of  five  ^"^^^j^TLi 
persons  to  be  choseh  by  joint  ballot  of  both  hoases  of 
assembly  at  tlie  first  session  of  every  assembly,  and  to 
continue  in  office  until  the  next  choice  shall  be  made| 
but  any  member  may  be  removed  within  that  time  by     ^*'*"2?* 
joint  vote  bf  both  houses,  and  thereupon,  as  also  on  ^^  ""PI** 
the  death,  resignation,  or  refusal  to  act  of  any  mem- 
ber, they  shall  proceed  to  choose  another,  to  act  in  his 
stead  and  during  his  term,  and  if  such  deadi,  resigna-^ 
tion,  ibr  refusal  to  act,  happen  during  the  recess  of  as* 
sembly,  the  governour  and  council  may  appoint  some  • 

person  to  act  in  the  said  office,  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  assembly;  the  members  having  in  some 
court  of  record,  or  before  some  judge  or  justice  there- 
^  given  assurabce  of  fidelity  to  the  eommonweallh, 
and  taken  the  following'  oath:  "  I  A.  B^  do  solemnly  ^?^^ 
promise  add  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully,  impartially,  "*""^'^ 
and  justly  perform  the  duty  of  my  office  of  a  member 
of  th6  boarid  of  war,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill 
and  judgment.  So  help  me  God."  Any  three  of  them 
ro^y  proceed  to  business,  and  he  who  is  first  in  the 
nomination  shall  preside. 

The  duty  of  the  said  board  shall  be  to  superintend   Tbetr  diilrtr* 
and  manage,  subject  to  the  direction  and  controul  of  JJ^g^^^^ 
the  gqyernour  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  all  mat-  ecutive.      ' 
ters  and  things  within  the  department  of  war,  and  all 
persons  holding  offices  or  performing  duties  within 
that  department;  all  their  resolutions^  proceedings,  and 
orders  before  they  are  carried  into  execution^  shall  be 
signed  by  the  governour;  the  said  board  shall  depute 
by  rotation,  unless  they  can  otherwise  agree,  some  one 
of  their  members  to  visit,  and  personally  examine  and 
report,  once  in  every  two  months  at  the  least,  the  con- 
dition of  the  military  stores  and  provisions  in  the  sevC'^ 
nl  raagaunes^  they  shall  also  appoint  a  commissary   . 
of  prisoners.  wim«» 

They  shall  sit  at  such  places  and  in  such  apartment!  ^h, udhow^ 
as  the  go\'ernour  with  the  advice  of  the  council  shall  conrt ned. 

Vol,  \.  C 
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direct;  aod  if  at  any  time  they  shall  *be  separated,  dtid 
,  occasion  for  their  meeting  ftnall  arise,  the  governour 
^'^"S"****'  *'^"  ^^^^  power  to  call  them  together)  they  shall  have 
vj.MiiUieir  a"^l'^"^y  'ro™  ^^^  to  time,  to  appoint  a  commission*^ 
clerk,  ap.  er  of  thc  navy,  and  also  their  own  clerk}  which  derk 
pointed  by  and  commissioner,  shall  sever  Ally  take  an  otith  of  of* 
**^^  ^^.  fice,  and  also  to  keep  secret  all  such  matters  as  they 
crecy.  '  shall  direct  to  be  kept  secret}  the  said  oath  may  be  ad- 
ministered by  any  member  o(  the  board. 


CHAP.  IV. 

All  Act  for  raisins  a  body  of  Volun^ 
teers  for  the  mfence  of  the  com* 
monwealth. 

Preamble.         WHEREAS  it  is  necessari^  that  the  state  be  at  all 
times  provided  with  a  force  sufficient  to  repel  any  hos^ 
tile  invasion,  and  it  being  found  that  the  mUitia,  as  it 
\%  at  present  constituted,  is  not  sufficient  tbr  thai  pur* 
pose.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That 
^^^^^^  there  be  immediately  raised  for  the  publick  service^ 
o  e  raised.  ^^  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  volunteers,  in- 
cluding non-commissioned  officers,  to  serve  within  this 
commonwealth  for  the  defence  thereof  during  the  pre* 
sent  invasion,  who  are  to  be  re^ment^d,  officered,  and 
Roworfan.  accoutred,  in  manner  as  is  herein  after  directed.  That 
ized.  the  said  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  volun- 

teers, when  raised,  be  formed  into  battalions  of  ted 
companies,  each  company  to  consist  of  fifty  rank  and 
file,  to  be  commanded  (except  where  otherwise  direct- 
Officers  and  ^)  ^y  *  capla>n»  lieutenant,  and  ensign,  an  adjutant 
staff.  and  regimental  quarter-master,  to  be  appointed  from  the 

officers  of  the  regiment,  a  surgeon,  and  surgeon^s  mate^ 
one  seijeant  nmjor,  one  drum  major,  four  serjeanto^ 
four  corporals,  one  drummer,  and  one  fifer  to  each 
company.  Each  regiment  to  be  commanded  by  a  lieii« 
tenant  colonel  and  major,  who  shall  have  a  companir 
in  the  regiment,  and  draw  pay  as  captains  also;  to  each 
of  which  companir  there  shall  be  an  additional  lieu- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAT  L779u^ad  OF  COMMONWEALTH.  itj 

tenanu  That  the  general  officers  to  colbmand  the  piBcef%  lie. 
dame,  to  wit:  One  major  f^eneral  and  two  brigadier  p2m^' 
generals,  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses 
oi  asseqnbly,  and  commisMoned  by  the  governour;  the 
fietitenant  colonels  and  oiajors,  captains  and  snbaU 
terns,  shall  be  appointed  by  tbe  ^overnour,  with  the 
advice  of  the  council,  and  commissioned  by  the  go* 
vernour;  the  surgeon,  surgeon's  mate,  adjutant^  and 
regimental  quarter-master,  the  serjeant  major  and  drum 
major,  to  be  appointed  by  the  lieutenant  colonel;  the 
aerfeants,  corporals,  drummers,  and  fifers,  by.  the  cap- 
tain of  each  company;  there  sliall  also  be  a  chaplain  ChspWn* 
to  each  battatioa,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  lieu- 
tenant colonel;  that  there  be  provided  for  each  bat- 
talion, one  field  piece,  with  the  necessary  implemepu 
to  fit  them  for  service;  that  tbe  pay,  radons,  and  fo*  ^^^^^^ 
wige,  of  tte  officers  and  soldiers  be  the  same  as  in  the  ~  «»«»^"'' 
continental  army;  that  a  complete  suit  of  clptlies,  to 
mt :  A  coat,  waistcoat,  pair  of  overhalls,  and  shoes, 
two  shirts,  and  a  hat,  be  given  to  each  soldier  or  noib 
commissioned  officer,  on  the  first  day  of  November 
next,  or  as  soon  aAer  as  they  can  be  procured,  provided 
that  such  soldier  or  non-comtpissiooed  Q^Bcer  continue 
in  service  five  months  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment, 
or  an  equivalent  in  money,  proportioned  tQ  his  time 
of  service,  if  sooner  discharged;  that  blankets  and 
tents  also  be  provided  for  them,  together  with  iieces- 
aaries  for  travelling  and  camp  uses,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  accoutrements;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  any 
soldier  who  shall  be  enlisted  into  the  service,  shaH 
have  it  in  his  power  to  furnish  any  of  the  coiiveniefH 
cies  and  accoutrements  which  may  he  necessary,  the 
same  may  be  purchased  from  him  for' the  publicly  Mst,  » 
at  a  reasonable  and  adequate  price. 

'  And  for  their  better  accommodation,  each  officer  V»ritt  sn4 
and  soldier  shall  be  furnished,  during  his  service,  with  ibSSied. 
spirits  and  sugar  from  the  pulolick  stores,  on  the  same 
Aerms  as  the  continental  or  state  troops,  and  be  sub- 
jected to  the  like  roles  and  discipline;  but  instead  of  a 
gill  of  spirits  to  each  officer  and  soldier  in  tbe  state, 
which  is  now  delivered  daily,  there  be  allowed  only  a 
gill  to  every  officer,  soldier,  and  militiaman,  who  sha|l 
Se  on  duty,  until  a  greater  quantity  can  h^  procured 
by  the  executive  for  that  purpose  than  at  present. 
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80111117,  '  ^nd  iQ  order  to  complete  the  levy  as  speedily  as 

may  be,  each  volunteer  s(fldier  s^M  receive  a  bounty 
of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  him  upon  his  joining  the  re- 
giment idr  company,  to  which  he  shall  belong;  for 
which  purpose  the  govcrnour,  with  the  advice  of  llie 
council,  is  hereby  autbdrized  to  draw  upon  the  trea- 
surer for  the  time  being  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  mo- 
•  :;^        ney,  to  defray  that  and  the  other  expenses  incurred  by 

■   *•>/ ''^"  •     this  act,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  same,  which  the 
'. ri*. .*•'/*>* ?^    treasurer  shall,  advance  out  of  any  publick  money 
'f:t^1  ^     which  may  be  in  bis  hands.     The  governour,  with  the 
/  :  ^%*\-     advice  of  the  council,  is  hereby  authorized  and  direct- 
'  '•     '>:    .  '«d  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  appointment  of  the 
./:/':•'.  ;^>/;   lieutenant  colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  subaltern 
•''i;\    officers,  and  to  take  proper  measures  for  raising  the 
'  ,:V   >whole  of  the  said  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  six- 
,   ty  men  as  speedily  as  may  be,  and  as  the  situation  of 
-.  T'crm^ser-^'^®  ^^^^^  seems  to  require.     The  said  volunteers  to  be 
'A.Y;ce«^«.       continued  in  service  for  *'  ,  space  of  one  month  after 
.^    :^        the  enemy  shall  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  the 
i       commonwealth,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  go- 
vernour, with  the  advice  of  the  council;  and  if  they. , 
shall  return  within  that  time,  it  shall  be  considered  as 
a  continuation  of  the  same  invasion. .  The  governour, 
with  the  advice  of  the  council,,  is  hereby  empowered 
to  appoint  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  major,  to  command 
^;, ,  V  each  of  the  several  regiments  of  militia  which  shall  be 

^  '^<'.  embodied  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  state,  which 

militia  so  to  be  embodied,  shall  be  commanded  by  the 
same  general  officers  as  are  appointed  to  command  the 
volunteers. 
VolQQUers      And  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  western 
fronticw!™   fr^»^'®fs  against  the  Indian  or  other  enemies,  who  may 
commit  hostilities  in  that  quarter.  Be  it  enacted^  That 
two  battalions  of  the  said  volunteers  be  raised  in  the 
counties  lying  on  that  side  the  state,  and  be  officered 
witli  fit  persons  to  command  on  that  station;  and  in- 
stead of  the  clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  herein 
.       0|'      before  directed,  the  said  battalions  shall  be  furnished 
;»      itftat^iu^  arms,  and  accoutrements,  as  are 

howfiiii^*  roost  proper  for  that  service;  and  if  any  soldier  or  non- 
'y>  .  icominissioned  officer,  enlisted  into  the  said  battalions, 

shall  be  willing  to  furnish  himself  with  proper  clotfi- 
\''.\  "-i'  -   .      ing,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  the  governour,  with  ad- 
vice of  council,  may  fix  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  the  pui;^ 


•"  *  .r. 
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or  use  of  sucb  -clotbiog,  arms,  and  accooCre- 
naenu^  and  direct  the  lieutenant  colonel  or  officer  comr 
niaiidiog  tbe  battalions  accordingly,  who  is  to  take  Where  |H»it* 
care  that  such  necessaries,  especially  the  arms,  are  ^^* 
ia  proper  order  and  kind,  and  fit  for  the  service,  Tbe 
said  battalions  to  be  posted  or  garrisoned  on  tbe  fron- 
tiers of  this  state,  at  sucb  places  as  shall,  from  time  to 
lime,  appear  most  convenient;  tlM  said  battalions  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  march  out  of  the  common  wealth, 
imless  io  case  of  an  expedition  against  the  enemy  In- 
diana, qf  in  pursuit  of  iipy  eneiyiy  who  shall  have  in va- 
ded  the  frontier. 

And  as  it  is  uncertain  how  long  the  dangers  which  Their  term 
at  present  threaten  the  western  frontier  may  condnue;  ^  •er^«e- 
Be  it  enacted^  That  the  said  battalions  shall  be  con- 
dnued  in  the  service  for  the  space  of  nine  months,  from 
the  tenth  day  of  June  next,  onkss  sooner  discharged 
by  the  govemour,  with  advice  of  the  council;  and  if 
Ibe  time  of  their  enlistment  shall  expire,  or  the  bal- 
taliona  be  discharged  at  any  considerable  distance  from 
the  comities  where  the  same  were  raised^  the  officers 
and  soldiers  shaN  be  allowed  pay  and  provisions  for 
so  many  days  as  may  be  deeined  necessary  for  their 
retbrn.  These  battalions  to  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  as  aforesaid. 

4nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  all  volunteers  raised 
nnd^r  this  act,  who  may  be  disabled  in  tbe  service,  p^SSSTfef 
^hall  be  entitled  to  receive  foil  pay  during  life,  to  com-  wives  and 
mence  at  the  time  pf  their  discharge;  and  if  any  of  indigent  p^p 
them  lose  their  live$  in  the  service,  either  by  sickness  ^^**' 
or  in  the  field,  the  same  provision  shall  be  made  for 
their  wives  and  indigent  parents,  as  bas  heretofore  been     • 
made  for  others  in  ^milar  situations. 
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CHAP.  V. 
(FMm  Bwi- 

ittoSI*^         ^^^ P^^scribmg  the  oath  ofjideli- 
xcviit^68;     (y,  and  the  oaths  of  certain  publick 


^•^ "«"       ajicers 


BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  AuewJUy^  That  ^tty 
OithofadfJ.  P^^^^"  ^y  '*^  required  lo  give  assurance  of  fidelity^ 
{xj^  shall,  for  that  purpose,  take  an  oath  in  this  form.    » 1 

do  declare  myself  a  ckizen  of  the  com* 
«        monwealth  of  Virginia;  I  relinquish  and  renounce  the 
character  of  subject  or  citizen  of  any  Prince  or  other 
state  whatsoever,  and  abjure  ail  allegiance  which  may 
be  claimed  by  such  Prince  or  other  state;    And  I  do 
swear  to  be  faithful  and  true  to  the  said  commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  so  long  as  I  continue  a  citizen  thereof 
So  help  roe  God."     And  no  person  shall  have  power 
to  act  m  any  office,  legislative,  executive,  or  judiciary, 
before  he  shall  have  given  such  assurance,  and  shall 
moreover  have  taken  such  of  the  following  oaths,  if 
;^nother  tie  not  specially  prescribed,  as  is  adapted  to 
f      '^'  ^^^®'    ^^^  ^^^^  ®^  ^^^  governour.    "  I 
vcroor!^  ^  riccted  governour  of  Virginia,  by  the  representatives 
thereof,  do  solemnlv  promise  and  swear,  that  I  will  to 
'     the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment,  execute  the  said 
office,  diiigentlv  and  faidifully,  according  to  law,  witb- 
6ttt  favour*  aroction,  or  partiality;  that  I  will  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  protect  the  citizens  of  the  com« 
mopwealth  in  the  secure  enjoyipent  of  all  their  rights, 
,     franchises,  and  privileges;  and  will  constantly  endea- 
vour that  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  common*, 
wealth  be  duly  observed;  and  that  \diyf  and  justice,  in 
mercy,  be  executed  in  all  judgments,  apd  lastly,  thi^t  I 
will  peaceabty  and  quietly  resign  tlie  government  to 
which  I  haye  been  elated,  at  the  several  pefiqds  to 
which  my  continuance  in  the  said  office  is  or.  sl^l)  ^ 
limited  by  law  and  the  cons;titution.  So  ^elp  me  God*^ 
Oith  of  PH-  Tb®  Qftth  of  a  privy  councillor    ^«  \  elee^ 

yy  CoimciU   one  of  the  privy  council  of  Virginia  by  the  repr^^- 
)^  tatives  thereof,  do  solen^nly  pron^ise  and  sweari  that  I 

will)  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgn^ent,  execute  the 
said  office  diligently  and  faithfi^lly,  ^ceoiding  to  law, 
without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality;  and  that  I  will 
keep  secret  SHcb  pro<;e^iDg$  ^sbA  orders  of  the  {n^iqr 
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cmnicti;  as  the  bdard  sbdl  dtnct  to  ht  concealed,  nn* 
less  the  same  be  eaHed  for  by  either  house  of  general 
asiOttMy.  tSo  lielp  ne  God.**  The  oath  of  one  not 
specially  directed  to  take  any  other.    <<  I  oiuh  oTtl^ 

do  solemnly  promise  and  8#ear,  that  1  wilt  fUthfully,  ^^^^'* 
hnpartiaUy,  and  justly  perform  the  duty  of  my  office  of 

according  -to  the  best  of  my  skin  atid  judp-     « 
ment.  So  help  me  God,"    The  said  oaths  to  be  taken      |^  ^|^ 
by  a  member  or  officer  of  either  house  of  general  as*  admaiter 
sembljFy  sbaH  be  admkiistered  by  any  member  of  the  «4. 
privy  <eouncil,  and  th«e  taking  thereof  shall  be  certified 
m  tte  clerii  of  such  hoase;  and  the  said  oaths  to  be  . 
taibeo  by  any  other  person  if  it  be  not  otherwise  di* 
reeled,  shall  be  admmistered  in  some  coort  of  record 
or  by  any  judge  or  justice  thereof,  and  the  taking  ^ 

thereof  slmU  be  recorded  in  the  said  conrt. 


CHAP.  XI 

An  Act  concerning  queers,  sotdiers^  §Sw5tS 
strihrsyaim  marines.  JS?^'^* 

BE  M  enacted  by  the  Oenerd  Jlssembly^  That  every     j^aitioMl 
able  bodied  freeman  who  will  etilist,  and  who  having  bontiet  to 
e&Rsted  to  serve  a  particular  period  of  time'Unexpiied^  Sj'tiJd  mi^ 
win  rC'^enKst  to  serve  during  the  continuance  of  the  ^,, 
presmt  war,  among  the  troops  of  this  commoowe^Itkf 
thher  at  borne  or  in  the  continental  army,  as  he  fball 
be  directed,  or  as  a  sailor  or  marine  on  boar^  the 
Alined  vessels  in  this  commonweahb,  shall  r^eire  so 
mwAi  money  as  with  the  continental  bounty  if  he  be    * 
put  on  that  service,  shall  make  up  seven  hundrci  and 
my  dollars,  taking  into  account  b  the  case  of  re-en* 
btment  the  bounty  before  paid  the  soldier,  sailor,  or 
i&tticie  ^-enlisting,  and  the  pay  and  rations  aUowed 
io  ttieVke  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines  in  the  continen- 
tal senAce,  to  begin  from  the  day  of  his  enlistment;  he 
IliatI  afsn^be  fornished  at  the  publick  expense,  with  a 
6oat, 'wa&tfcoat,  pair  of  overhalls,  two  shn'ts,  a  pair  of 
^faoes,  and  a  hat,  to  be  delivered  at  the  place  of  ren« 
detvMs,  and  wM«  the  Kke  articles  every  year  after 
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daring  his  servicei  to  be  defivered  at  bis  station;  in 
lieu  of  such  of  those  articles  as  are  allowed  by  con- 
gress, which  articles  so  allowed  by  congress,  shall  be 
received  by  proper  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  go- 
vcrnour  with  advice  of  codncil,  and  applied  to  the  dis^ 
chnage  of  the  engagements  of  this  act,  or  otherwise  to 
the  use  of  this  commonwealth  as  the  govemoor  with 
advice  of  council  shiill  direct      At  the  end  of  the  war 
Vidboiinty  ^^^j.y  ^f  ^^^  g^^jj  goldiefSj  sailors,  and  marines,  shall 
be  entitled  to  d  grant  of  one4iuadred  acres  of  any  nn- 
appropriated  land  within   this  commonwealth,  and 
every  of  the  officers  commanding  the  said  soldiers, 
sailors,  or  marines,  sliail  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  the 
like  quantity  of  lands  as  is  allowed  to  officers  of  the 
same  rank  in  the  Virginia  regiments  on  contin^tal 
establishment,  which  they  shall  locate  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  laws,  for  which  n6  purchase  money 
shall  be  required  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealths 
Peikin        ^"^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^'^  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines,  as  shall 
"^      be  disabled  in  the  service,  and  the  widows  of  those 
slain  or  dying  therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  immediate 
relief,  and  also  to  annual  pensions  as  provided  in  one 
act  of  general  assembly,  passed  at  the  last  sessioti^  en- 
titled *^  An  act  for  establishing  a  board  of  auditors  for 
'^xett  *     P"^''^'^  accounts*"    Officers,  soldiers,  sailors^  and  ma- 
from  p^oiT-  ^^^^i  during  their  continuance  in  the  service,  shall  be 
9l  taxesA      exempted  from  all  taxation  in  their  persons*    Officers^ 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  raised  under  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth,  shall,  during  their  continuance  in 
\    the  service  be  furnished  by  the  agent  or  commissary 
'   of  Stores  on  behalf  of  this  commonwealth,  at  the  prin- 
cipa]  encampments,  with  the  following  articles,  at  the 
^^^      rates  herein  stated,  to  wit:  osnaburgs  at  one  shilling 
ttipiriatcd  *  ^"^  ^^  pence  by  the  yard,  coarse  hau  at  seven  shil* 
prices.    •    lings  and  six  pence  each,  coarse  shoes  at  eight  shillings 
by  thf  pair,  coarse  yam  hose  at  five  shillings  by  the 
pair,  rum  or  brandy  at  ten  shillings  by  the  gallon, 
whisky  at  five  shillings  by  the  gallon,  brown  sugar  at 
one  shilling  by  the  pound,  coffee  at  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  by  the  pound,  and  such  other  imported  arti-* 
'  cles  as  may  be  necessary  for  them,  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty  per  centum  advance  on  their  costs  at  the  £u«» 
ropean  port  where  they  shall  have  been  imported:  And 

(f  they  shall  have  been  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  pub- 
ick,  afitr  their  exportation  from  any  European  port, 
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«o  that  ikiAr  -costs  at  sdcfi  port  shall  not  be  known^. 
their  costs»  there  shall  be  estimated  by  such  agent  or 
commtssary  as  nearly  as  he  shall  be  able^  and  they 
sh9//  be  vended  at  the  .same  advance  on  that  estima- 
^tkm,  provided  that  every  of  the  said  officers  shall,  in 
any  one  yewr,  be  entitled  to  receive  of  such  agent  or 
commissary,  the  following  articles  of  imported  dry 
goods,  to  wit:  Six  yards  of  cloth,  seven  Quarters  of  a. 
yard  Vide,  with  trimmings  for  a  suit  of  clothes,  stuff 
for  six  summer  vests  and  breeches,  linen  for  six  shirts, 
cambrick  for  ruffles  to  them,  and  buttons,  six  stocks^ 
three  pair  of  silk,  and  three  pair  of  thread  hose,  sis 
handkerchi«;fs,  two  pair  of  good  shoes,  and  one  hat| 
and  no  more.     All  genisral  officers  of'  the  army  being 
citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  and  all  field  officers,      ^*j^  Wy» 
captains,  and  subalterns,  commanding,  or  who  shall  aTaed^to  fel 
command  in  th^  battalions  of  this  commonwealth  on  J^ert^9iM^  , 
^4>ntinenta)  establishment,  or  serving  in  the  battalions  officers,*^- 
f^sied  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this  stale^  or  for  {^JJJ^^^ 
the  defence  of  the  United  States:    And  all  chaplains,  lains.  ^Sysi- 
pbysicfans,  surgeons,  and  surgeon's  mates,  appointed  «•»•»  *>^ 
to  the  said  battalions,  or  any  of  them,  being  citizens  of  f^^^'^^^ 
this  commonwealth,  and  not  being  in  the  service  of  m^  who 
Cfeorgia,  or  of  any  other  state,  provided  congress  do  contiwie  %o 
not  make  sonw  tantamount  provision  for  them,  who  J*J^  ^'^  ^ 
shall  serve  henceforward,  br  from  the  lime  of  their  be* 
ing  commissioned,  until  the  end  of  the  war.     And  all 
snch  officers  who  have,  or  shall  become  supernumerary 
on  the  reduction  of  any  of  the  said  battalions,  and 
shall  again  enter  into  the  said  service  if  required  so  to  * 

do,  in  the  same  or  any  higher  rank,  and  continue  there* 
in  until  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  half  pay      *    • 
during  life,  to  commence  from  the  determination  of 
their  command  or  service.     The  field  officers  of  every     tb^eitMtm 
connty  shall,  from  thnc  to  time,  during  the  continue-  oAem»feMt 
ance  of  the  present  warj  appoint  one  or  more  persons^  iji^poiaiwi 
sach  as  in  their  judgment  are  best  fitted  to  the  piir* 
fme  of  recruiting  soldiers,  sailors^  and  marines^  under 
^In^act,  wlio  shall  be  removeable  at  their  will.    Every         .  ^^^ 
recrau\ng  officer  shall}  from  time  to'timej  give  notice  e?^ty*J 
of  the  men  enlisted  by  him  to  the  govcrnour*  who,  with  comf^cnsl^ 
advice  of  council^  shall  appoint  such  time  and  place  tioiu 
within  this  tommonweahh  for  their  rendezvous  as  shall 
be  convenient^  and  an  officer  then  and  there  to  review 
«ad  recei^  th^nv  to  wbidi  place  ^f  rendexvouf  thf 
Vol.  «,  D 
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said  reeruHing  officer  shall  cotidftct  than,  *alld*id«4to 

mean  time,  from  their  enlistment  till  their  reiwr^sbaA 

have  the  same  powers  over  them  a^  if  he  were  theif 

proper  commanding  officer.  For  every  man  who  sfaatt 

be  reviewed  and  received  by  the  officer  appointed  foi^ 

that  purpose,  the  officer  recruiting  him,  shall  receive 

one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  on  certificate 

of  such  review,  and  receipt  from  the  board  of  war  ttf 

the  auditors,  and  their  warrant  on  the  treasurer.   The 

board  of  war  shall  cause  accounts  to  be  raised,  with 

^        every  county  in  which  each  shall  have  credit  for  thtf 

men  so  recruited  by  their  officers  and  reviewed  by  the? 

officer  of  review:  And  whensoever  afterwards  it«hdt. 

become  necessary  for  the  publick  exigencies  to  call  for 

any  greater  number  of  regular  troops  than  shatt  have 

bee)i  raised  uuder  this  act,  the  number  of  all  thos^ 

raised  under  this  act,  shall  be  added  to  the  number  t<f 

be  called  for,  and  the  quota  of  the  aggregate  numb^ 

being  settled  for  each  county,  in  proportion  to  tbeii^ 

militia;  where  it  shall  appear  that  any  county  has  fuf* 

nished  under  this  act  a  number  equal  to  such  their  quo^ 

ta,  they  shall  not  be  subject  to  furnish  any  part  of  thoae 

then  called  for,  and  where  they  shall  have  fiimidhed  ft 

part  of  such  quota,  they  shall  be  subject  to  fiimish  50 

many,  only  of  those  as  shall  make  up  their  deficiency! 

and  for  the  greater  security  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe 

TfoopofcA-  county  of  Illinois:  Be  it  enacted^  That  one  troop  df 

vjdrvfor  prc»-  borse'shall  be  raised,  to  Consist  of  one  captain,  oiK 

tection  ^lu  lieutenant,  one  cornet,  and  thirty  two  privates;  the  offi^ 

'*'**"*  cers  to  be  appointed  by  the  govemour  with  advite  ^ 

council,  and  commissioned  by  the  govemour,  atid  tii 

receive  the  same  pay,  rations,  and  forag^,  as  is  aUa#» 

'  «    .  ed  to  the  cavalry  now  in  the  continental  service;  and 

the  horses,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  to  be  provided 

for  them,  in  such  manner  as  the  govemour  with  tlie 

advice  of  the  council  shall  direct*    Every  soldier  who 

enlisted  into  the  corps  of  volunteers  commanded  hy 

colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke,  and  continued  tbereki 

till  the  taking  the  several  posts  in  the  llUnots  country, 

shall  at  the  end  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of 

Lftiid  bounty  ^^o  hundred  acres  of  any  unappropriated  lands  with- 

tvvokniteen  in  this  commonwealth,  on  the  terms  herein  before  de»  ' 

uHdterMio-    clarcd.    £very  able  bodied  freeman  who  shaH  enlial« 

jSi^^^^    ^^  ^     having  enlisted  for  a  period  of  time  unexpired^ 

Oor^.       ,-.«baU  retenlist  to  serve  during  the  war>  among  the  ibr* 
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o#  cirdtoped  ^  ^protection  and  defence  of  tbe  coon- 
f^.of  IHiDois,  shall  receive  a  boumy  of  seven  hundred    Toiitfws 
and  fifty  doUars,  and  at  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  be  ^^JJ^^^I 
aitJtJed  to  a  grant  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  row. 
lecms  herein  before  declared.      And  for  the  better  de- 
fence pf  this  commonwealth  in  the  eastern  quarter:  Be  Foear  troops 
k^enaded.  That  four  troops  of  hofse  shall  be  forthwith  f^^^^^ 
laised,  to  be  commanded  by  a  major  commandant,  to  ^ont'.cr!'^ 
be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly, 
each  troop  to  consist  of. thirty  two  privates,  and  com- 
aaanded  by  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  one  cor- 
BQi^  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governour  with  ad- 
f>ce  of  council,  and  commissioned  by  the  governour, 
and  shall  receive  the  same  p^y,  rations,  and  forage, 
as  tbe  cavafa^y  now  in  the  continental  service.     The 
llDTses^  aitns,  and  accoutrements,  to  be  provided  at  the 
pablick  expense.    Every  able  bodied  man  who  shall  Land  boanty 
epUst  to  serve  during  the  war  in  the  said  troops,  shall  ^  tho^  who 
te  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol-  the  ^^7*"*^ 
lars,  and  at  the  end  of  the  war  shall  be  -entitled  to  a 
bounty  of  one  bandred  acres  of  unappropriated  lands 
on  the  terms  herein  before  declared;  and  each  able  bo- 
died man  who  shall  enlist  to  serve  two  years,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars.     The 
boooties  and  other  allowances  given  by  this  act  to 
officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  shall  be  deemed 
HI  lie«'  of  those  of  the  same  kind  given  by  any  act  of  as- 
•emblyy  ordinance,  or  resolution  of  congress  hereto- 
Ibra  passed.    And  where  the  same  shall  have  been  gi- 
ven by  any  resolutioa  of.  congress,  shall  go  towards 
]e»iening  the  quota  of  such  gift  which  ought  to  be  con- 
tnbiMed  by  this  commonwealth. 
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CHAP.  Vll. 

gNM*  jiew.  An  Act  permitting  .those  who  will  not 
»7Mb».       teAe  oaths  to  oe  otherwise  qualU 

^^     . .  BE  it  enpeted  by  the  General  AssemUv^  TImt  any  * 

•idfofSf**  P*''^^*'  reAising  to  take  an  oath,  and  declaring  religi* 
hHitM4  of      ous  scmples  to  be  the  true  and  only  reason  of  such  re« 
fusal,  if  he  will  use  the  solemnity  and  cereittony,  and 
Ivpeat  the  formulary  observed  on  similar  occasions, ' 
by  those  of  the  church  or  religious  societies  be  pro* 
,      fesseth  himself  to  be  a  member  of,  or  to  join  in  com* 
munion  with,  shall  thereupon  be  deemed  as  competent 
[  9  witness,  or  to  be  as  duly  qualified  to  execute  an  of- 
fice, or  perform  any  other  act,  to  the  sanction  whereof 
an  oath  is  or  shall  be  reqjuired  by  law,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  rules,  derive  the  same  advantages, 
*or  incur  the  same  penalties  or  forfeitures,  as  if  he  had 
been  sworn.      In  presentments,  indictments,  inquisi- 
tions, verdicts,  examinations,  or  other  forms,  the  words  • 
•*  upon  their  oath*'  or  "  sworn"  may  be  left  out,  and 
instead  of  them  "  in  solemn  form"  or  '*  charged"  which- 
ever may  be  adapted  to  the  case,  may  be  inserted;  but  - 
if  the  antient  form  b^  adhered  to,  it  shall  not  be  ad-  ^ 
Judged  errour. 


^ 


CHAP.  VIII. 

An  Act  Jar  raising  a  body  of  CavaU 
ry. 

^^  .  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Jlnemblyj  That  fof 

^ry^be^  defence  of  the  commonwealth,  under  the  present  inva- 
i«in4iMt4b'  sion,  it  shall  be  lawful  fbr  the  governour,  with  the  ad* 
gw^Miofeg*  tice  of  the  council  of  state,  to  cause  to  be  raised  by 


^ 


ftss* 


Voluntary  enHstments,  so  many  troops  of  cavalry,  as  in 
Vieir  judgments  shall  be  requisil^^i  to  be  tbtmed  an4 
ifioeved  ft  fhey  fii«n  ttimk  bMt 
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Th6  officers  and  troopers  sliall  recdvc  sach  pay,  ra* 
tions,  and  forage,  as  are  allowed  and  given  to  tUc  ca*- 
valry  of  the  United  States,  and  to  commence  from  the 
lime  of  eheir  rendexyous.  They  shall  contimie  in  ser- 
vice during  the  present  invasion/  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  the  governour  and  cooncil.  Each  of  the 
said  troopers  shall  bring  his  own  horse  into  the  service, 
and  if  such  horse  be  killed,  otherwise  die,  be  captured^ 
or  lost  daring  service,  not  through  the  default  of  the 
trooper;  or  if  any  arras  or  accoutrements,  with  which 
the  trooper  may  Airnish  himself,  be  taken,  injured^  or  * 

lost,  without  bis  default,  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  publick  treasury,  at  such  price  as  shall  be  esti* 
mated  by  three  indiflerent  persons,  to  be  appointed  and 
sworn  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  cavalry^ 
truly  and  impartially  to  value  the  same,  according  to 
the  best  evidence  which  they  shall  be  able  to  procure. 
The  said  troopers  during  their  service,  shall  be  subject 
to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  discipline  and  go* 
veraiiient,  to  which  the  militia  are  siibject  when  called 
into  ^ctnal  service. 


CHAP.  IX. 


dM.  mm 


An  Act  for  Jianng  the  alloivanceofi  ^ 
the  members  of  the  General  Assem-  ^    ■' 
%. 

WHEREAS  it  is  just  that  the  members  of  general  «»r«Mbl«. 
a^sseml^ly ,  delegated  by  the  people  to  transact  for  them 
the  legislative  business,  should,  while  attending  that 
business,  bsive  their  rei^nable  sustenance  defrayed^ 
dedicating  to  the  publick  service  their  time  and  labours,  ^ 

SnAy  and  wUhoat  account;  and  it  is  also  expedient 
that  the  pobliek  councils  should  not  be  deprived  of  the 
aid  of  good  itod  able  men,  who  might  be  detered  from 
entering  into  them,  by  the  insufficiency  of  their  private 
ibrtunes  to  bear  the  e^ctraordinary  expenses  they  must 
necesBsarily  incur,  and  it  being  inconsistent  with  the 
principiea^  civil  Ubvtyt  and  cpatrary  to  the  nauira} 
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ijgbu  of  the  other  members  of  the  society,  llnttaDy  hm- 
dy  of  men  therein  should  have  authority  to  enlarge 
Ifa^ir  own  powers,  prerogatives  or  emoluments,  without 
restraint:  the  said  general  assembly  cannot  at  their  own 
will  increase  the  allowance  which  their  members  are 
to  draw  from  the  pubtick  treasury  for  their  expenses 
while  in  assembly,  but  to  enable  them  so  to  do,  an  ap* 
plication  to  the  body  of  the  people  has  become  n^es- 
sary,  and  such  application  having  been  accordingly 
made  to  the  several  counties,  and  a  majority  of  them 
having  thereupon  consented  that  the  said  allowance 
shall  be  enlarged,  and  authorized  their  members  to  en- 
large the  same  for  themselves,  and  the  members  of  all 
.    future  assemblies  to  fifty  pounds  of  neat  tobacco  by  the 
day  for  attendance  on  assembly,  and  two  pounds  of 
like  tobacco  for  every  mite  they  must  necessarily  tra- 
vel going  to  6r  from  the  same,  together  with  their  fer- 
riages, to  be  paid  in  money  out  of  the  publick  treasu- 
ry, at  such  rate  as  shall  be  estimated  by  the  grand 
jury  at  the  session  of  the  general  court  next,  before  the 
meeting  of  every  session  of  assembly,  governing  them- 
selves in  the  said  estimate  by  the  worth  of  the  said  to- 
^     bacco,  and  the  competence  of  the  same  to  defray  the 
Wtettftof  "^^^^^^''y  c^cpenses  of  travelling  and  attendance.    Be 
yupaAwnnf  **  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Astembly^  by  cx- 
^•embljr,  in  press  authority  from  the  body  of  the  people,  that  the 
^j^gp*^<"^  allowance  to  the  several  members,  of  tne  present,  and 
2^***^*^      of  all  future  general  assemblies,  shall  be  of  fifty  pounds 
.  of  tobacco  by  the  day  for  attendance  on  the  saiid  as- 

semblies, two  pounds  of  the  like  tobacco  for  every  mile 
they  must  necessarily  travel  going  to  or  from  the  same, 
toother  with  their  ferriages,  to  be  paid  to  them  in  mo- 
ney out  of  the  publick  treasury,  at  such  rate  as  shall 
.  be  estimated  by  the  grand  jury  at  the  session  of  the 
general  court  next,  before  the  meeting  of  each  respec- 
tive session  of  assembly,  governing  themselves  in  th6 
said  estimate  by  the  worth  of  the  said  tobacca,  and  the 
competence  of  the  same  to  defhiy  the  necessary  expen« 
se^  of  travelling  and  attendance. 
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CHAP.  X. 

An  Act  for  enabling  the  Trecmtrer  la 
emit  a  sum  of  money  Jor  supplying 
the  publick  exigencies. 

WHEREAS  it  Is  at  present  uncertain  U'hether  the     l^nhtrt* 
•  monies  directed  to  be  emitted  by  an  act  of  the  last  as*  *»««^  9^ 
sembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for  providing  a  supply  in  aitl  S^ywiSI!* 
of  the  loan  office."  and  those  which  have,  and  shall  sed. 
come  into  the  treasury,  until  the  taxes  of  the  present 
year  be  paid  in,  will  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  calls^ 
for  the  publick  service:  Be  it  tnacttd  by  the  General, 
Assembiyj  That  it.  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trea-*\ 
surer  of  this  commonwealth,  to  issue  treasury  notes  ia^ 
dollars  for  any  sum,  or  sums,  which  may  be  required, 
to  supply  the  deficiency,  until  the  taxes  of  this  present^    ' 
year  shall  be  paid  in,  so  as  the  sum  to  be  issued  by  au«. 
thoriiy  hereof  do  not  exceed  one  million  of  pounds^, 
And  he  sbalJ  cause  such  notes  to  be  engraved  and 
printed  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  paper,  as  he  shall 
judge  most  likely  to  secure  tlie  same  from  being  coun- 
terfeited.     He  shall  appoint  proper  persons  to  over- 
look the  press,  and  to  number  and  sign  the  notes,  upon 
the  best  terms  he  can.    The  bills  of  credit  to  be  emit* 
ted  by  virtue  of  this  net,  shall  be  entered  in  the  audi-  « 

tors  office  to  the  debit  of  the  treasurer,  arid  be  signed 
in  the  left  .hand  corner  by.  one  of  the  auditors  or  of  '    " 

their  clerks,  or  by  any  assistant  clerk  to  be  iippointed 
for  this  special  purpose  by  the  auditors,  who  shall  re- 
c^ve  such  allowance  for  his  service  as  they  shall  judge 
reasonable;  without  which  signature,  the  said  notes  or 
bills  of  credit  shall  not  be  current.  If  the  taxes  }m* 
posed  i>y  the  several  acts  now  in  force  shall  be  insuffi- 
cient to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  ^e  said  taxe&. 
vrere  laid,  and  also  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  ta 
be  issued  by  authority  of  this  present  act,  farther  pro- 
viMn  shall  be  madeby  law  for  making  good  the  de- 
.ficieney,  and  redeeming  tlie  whole  before  the  first  day 
ef  December,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
ooethot^and  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six. 
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CtlAP.  XI. 

An  Act  Jar  raising  a  body  of  troops 
for  the  dqfence  of  the  common^ 
wealths 

tour  TtKh*     FOB  the  better  derenee  o(*  the  cominonweatth  and 
«i9iita  to  be  providing  a  force  sufficient  to  repel  aoy  hostile  inva* 
S£a  It**    ''^"*  ^^  *'  tnatied  by  the  General  Assemblyi  That  foar 
Si^^of^iie  r^g**w®*^ts  of  iafantry  bfe  raised,  two  for  the  defence  of 
^^f ant,  and  the  weslelrn  frontiersi  and  two  for  the  defence  of  the 
<yofa^^  eastern  limits  of  this  state.    Each  regiment  to  be  com* 
««mmkmIWhi»  nianded  by  a  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  (who 
shall  take  rank  of  a  colonel  of  militia)  and  a  major; 
Umr  o^ltifv  the  regiments  to  be  divided  into  ten  companies,  each 
wT*^^*     company  to  be  commanded  by  one  captain,  one  lieu*- 
tenant,  and  one  ensign,  the  field  officers,  as  well  as  the 
inferiour  commissioned  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  and  com- 
missioned  by  the  governour.    The  whole  to  be  arrays ; 
ed,  aiimed,  disciplined,  and  provided  as  the  governour 
a>^  council,  from  time  to  time,  shall  direct.  For  com* 
plietiog  those  regiments,  each  county  in  this  state,  and 
the  city  of  VVilliamsburg,  except  the  county  of  lllinoif, 
shall  furnish  one  twenty  fifth  part  of  their  militia.  And 
ibr  iheiUore  speedy  and  certain  mode  of  raising  the 
'*J^*^'  said  mens  Bi  it  enactedj .  That  the  county  lieutenant 
or  commanding  officer  of  each  county  within  this  com- 
monwealth, so  soon  as  he  is  certified  of  this  act,  shall 
summon  the  four  senior  Justices,  not  being  field  officers, 
and  the  field  officers  of  his  county^  to  meet  at  sucb 
copvenieiTt  time  and  place  in  the  said  aounty  as  he 
shall  appoint,  within  not  less  than  five,  or  more  than 
ten  days  aAer  4ue  notice  thereof  to  them  given,  which 
eaid  justices  and  field  officers,  or  in  the  abaence  of  any 
of  them,  any  two  or  more  of  the  said  justices,  and  aiyy 
two  or  more  of  the  said  field  officers  having  first  taken 
an- oath,  to  be  a^minfritered  by  the  senior  jostice  to  tin; 
other  members,  and  by  some  one  of  the  other  joslicei 
to  kini,  to  do  e^ual  and  impartial  justice  lo  the  best  of 
th^r  judgment  therein,  riiall  poceed  to  lay  off  the  mi* 
Ktk  10  tfietr  respective  cciunties  imo  divisions,  agree* 
libk  ly  ihfi  4^  ^  Uie  lau  mwoa  of  asimiiblyi  ei^le^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAT  17lre-^3d  w  COMMONWlSALTa  ft 

"  An  act  for  spee^Ij  limiting  the  Virgima  regimenti 
OQ  continemal  establishment;"  each  divisioa  so  hdd  off» 
is  hereby  required  to  produce  to  the  coutity  lieutenant^ 
ene  fib/e  bodied  man,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
August  next.^  Every  able  bodied  volunteer  enlisting 
fer  any  division^  shall  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  from  the 
division  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars^  to  be  paid 
by  the  individuals  therein,  and  there  shall  be  added  to 
every  division  so  laid  off,  every  person  liable  to  a  tax 
within  the  bounds  of  the  said  districts,  making  them  as 
cqaal  as  possible,  who  shall  pay  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  taxable  property  as  it  stands  taxed  for  the 
present  year.  Every  division  returning  such  volun* 
leer  soldier,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  discount  fo/the  boun* 
ty  aforesaid  in  the  next  years  tax,  in  proportion  to  the 
respective  sums  paid  by  the  individuals  therein.  The 
field  officers  of  each  county,  or  a  majority  of  theroi 
shall  meet  on  the  first  day  of  Augiist,  and  direct  certi- 
ficates to  be  given  to  every  individual  of  the  sums  se* 
veraWy  paid  tor  their  respective  proportions  of  the 
boonty  a/bresaid,  such  certificates  to  be  taken  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  tax  in  evidence  of  the  discount 
tt>  be  allowed  to  edch  Individual  in  the  tax  of  the  next 
year.  If  any  of  the  said  divisions  shall  fail  to  Anrnish 
an  able  bodied  man  in  fifteen  days  after  the  said  firU 
day  of  August,  the  said  justices  and  field  oflicers  are 
hereby  empowered  and  required,  to  appoint  some  re- 
pntable  diligent  man  in  each  of  the  said  districts  or  di» 
vifions  so  failing,  to  enlist  one  able  bodied  volunteer  to 
serve  as  a  soldier  for  the  time  aforesaid,  and  when  any 
soldier  shall  have  so  enlisted,  the  person  who  enlisted 
him  shall  carry  him  before  the  county  lieutenant  olr 
commanding  officer  of  the  tnilitia,  who  is  hereby  re* 
quired  carefully  to  view  and  examine  such  soldier, 
and  if  he  shall  be  found  able  bodied  and  fit  for  mill* 
tiry  service,  to  give  certificate  thereof,  which  shall  en* 
titk  the  person  enlisting  him,  to  receive  the  sum  often 
doRars  for  his  charge  and  trouble,  and  the  said  county 
Beuteiiant  or  commanding  officer  shall  also  certify  to 
the,  said  justices  and  field  officers,  for  what  district  and 
division  snch  soldier  hath  been  enlisted,  the  bounty  he 
is  entitled  by  law  to  receive,  which  sum,  together  with 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  the  charge  of  enlisting,  and 
five  per  centum  for  collection,  shall  be  forthwith  levied 
t^n  every  ptrson  male  and  female,  within  such  di^ 
Vol.  X.  E 
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trkt,  in  proportion  to  the  rate  of  each  persons  last  af^ 
sessment,  to  be  adjusied  and  ascertained  by  the  said 
justices  and  field  officers;  for  which  purpose  the  com- 
missioners of  the  tax  are  hereby  required  to  furnish 
them  at  their  first  meeting,  with  an  exact  alphabetical 
list  or  account  of  every  persons  assessment  in  their 
county,  and  the  said  justices  and  field  officers  are  here- 
by authorized  and  required  to  nominate  and  appoint 
some  reputable  and  responsible  person  for  each  dis- 
trict, speedily  to  make  such  collection,  and  when  any 
person  chargeable  with  his  proportion  as  aforesaid, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  payment  thereof  with- 
in ten  days  after  the  same  shall  have  been  demanded, 
it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  such  collector  to  disr 
train  for  the  same,  in  manner  directed  by  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  for  raising  a  supply  of  money  for  pub* 
lick  exigencies,"  provided  that  the  sums  so  collected 
entitle  the  payer  to  the  same  discount  as  if  voluntarily 
p  -and  s^dvanced.  All  officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  any  o£ 
roo|»ment»r  ^^e  regiments  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  sbal) 
[See  ante  p.  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  benefits,  privileges  and 
^'1  emoluments,  provided  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  oC 

this  state  by  the  act  of  this  present  session  of  assembly^ 
entitled  "  An  act  concerning  officers,  soldiers,  sailors^ 
and  marines."  All  soldiers  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  discharge  from  the  command<^ 
ing  officers  of  the  respective  regiments  on  the  twenty 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  one. 

Provided  always,  That  the  executive  of  thU  state 
may  discharge  any  of  the  said  regiments  whenever 
their  service  is  not  necessary  for  the  defence  of  thk 
state.  The  said  regiments  shall  not  be  marched  out 
of  this  state,  except  to  the  assistance  of  North  Caroli^ 
na,  Maryland,  or  the  western  frontiers  of  Pennsylva- 
nia in  case  of  invasion. 
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CHAP.  xn. 

An  Act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  [chtnBcv 
titles  ofclaimers  to  unpatented  lands  ^'  ^ ' 
under  the  present  arid  former  ^o- 
vemmenU  premeus  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  commonwealth's  land 
officeJ^ 

I.  WHEREAS  the  various  and  vague  claims  toun-  Preamble. 
patented  lands  under  the  former  and  present  govern- 
ment^ previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  common- 
wealth's land  office,  may  produce  tedious  and  infinite 
Edgatton  and  disputes,  and  in  the  mean  time  purcha-   [Se«2Rev. 
sers  would  be  discouraged  from  taking  up  lands  upon  ^^54^^*0^482 
the  terms  lately  prescribed  by  law,  whereby  the  fund  fo,  thU ,  and 
to  be  raised  in  aid  of  the  taxes  for  discharging  the  pub-  the  nibse- 
Bck  debt,  would  be  in  a  great  measure  frustrated;  and  ^"«"*  *^^*^ 
it  is  just  and  necessary,  as  well  for  the  peace  of  indi- 
viduals as  for  the  publick  weal,  that  some  certain  rules 
should  be  established  for  settling  and  determining  the 
rights  to  such  lands,  and  fixing  the  principles  upon 
which  legal  and  just  claimers  shall  be  entitled  to  sue 
put  grants;  to  the  end  that  subsequent  purchasers  and 
adventurers  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  with  greater 
certainty  and  safety:  Bt  it  enacted  by  the  General  At- 
Hmbly^  That  all  surveys  of  waste  and  unappropriated 
land  made  upon  any  of  the  western  waters  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1778,  and  upon  any 
bf  the  eastern  waters  at  any  time  before  the  end  of  this 
present  session  of  assembly,  by  any  county  surveyor 
ebremissioned  by  the  masters  of  William  and  Mary       survev? 
college,  acting  in  conformity  to  the  laws  and  rules  of  wb&tdecU.* 
government  then  in  force,  and  founded  either  upon  red  valid. 
charter^  importation  rights  duly  proved  and  certified 
according  to  ancient  usage,  as  far  as  relates  to  indent- 
ed servants,  and  other  persons  not  being  convicts,  up- 
on treasury  rights  for  money  paid  the  receiver  general 
duly  authenticated  upon  entries  on  the  western  waters, 

•  Thk  act  18  published  in  Chan.  Bev.  p.  90,  in  which  it  is  sc- 
ptntcd  by  9ectkn9f  ts  here;  which  was  not  the  case  in  the  orJ|:i> 
naL 
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regularly  made  before  the  26tl)  day  of  October,  in  tlie 
year  1763,  or  on  the  eastern  waters  at  any  time  before 
the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  with  the 
surveyor  of  the  county  for  tracts  of  land  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  acres,  according  to  act  of  assembly  updn 
any  order  of  council,  or  entry  in  the  council  books, 
and  made  during  the  time  in  which  it  shall  appear 
either  from  the  original  or  any  subsequent  order,  en- 
try, or  proceedings  in  the  council  books,  that  such  oi*- 
der  or  entry  remained  in  force  the  l§rms  of  which  have 
been  complied  with,  or  the  time  for  performing  the 
same  unexpired,  or  upon  any  warrant  from  the  govel** 
DOur  for  the  time  being  for  military  service,  in  virtue 
of  any  proclamation  either  from  the  king  of  Greiii 
Britain^  or  any  former  governour  of  Virginia,  s)iall 
be,  and  are  hereby  declared  good  and  valid,  but  that 
all  surveys  of  waste  and  unpatented  lands  made  by 
any  other  person,  or  upon  any  other  pretence  whatso-* 
ever,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  null  and  voidj 
provided  that  all  officers  or  soldiers,  their  heirs  or  as« 
signs,  claiming  under  the  late  governour  Dinwiddie'sf 
proclamation  of  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  first  Virginia 
regiment,  iind  h&ving  returned  to  the  secretary 's  office, 
surveys  made  by  virtue  of  a  special  commission  from 
the  president  and  masters  of  William  and  Mary  coK 
lege,  shall  be  entitled  to  grants  thereupon  on  paymenl 
of  the  common  office  fees;  th^tall  officers  and  8oIdier$, 
[  their  heirs  or  assigns  under  proclamation  warrants  foi 
roiPitary  service,  having  located  lands  by  actual  sur^* 
veys  made  under  any  such  special  commission,  shall 
have  the  benefit  of  their  said  locations,  by  taking  ouf 
warrants  upon  such  rights,  resurveying  such  lands  ac^ 
fcording  to  law,  and  thereafter  proceeding  according 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  land  office.  All  an^ 
every  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  heirs  or  a$« 
tigns,  claiming  lands  upon  any  of  the  before  ref:ite4 
rights,  and  under  surveys  made  as  herein  before  ment 
tioned  against  which  no  caveat  shall  have  been  legallji 
entered,  shall  upon  the  plats  and  certificates  of  suc|i 
surveys  being  returned  into  the  land  office,  togetlifef 
with  the  rights,  entry,  order,  warrant  or  autbeutirk 
copy  thereof  upon  which  they  were  respectively  founds 

•  See  Vol  r,  p.  663,  for  the  Icingf't  proelamfitioti  of  irCS. 

t  ^«  Y^  ^r  P<  ^f  ^fovcmo»iK»aiMda«^  pfi|»f>^         of 
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c^  be^adtled  toagraot  orgruls  for  ^Mnf  t» 
maoner  and  form  herein  after  directed. 

11.  Frovidedj  That  such  surveys  and  rights  be  re* 
turned  to  the  said  office  within  twelve  months  next  af* 
ter  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  other* 
wise  tbey  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  forfeited 
and  void.      A41  persons,  their  heirs  or  asugos,  claim-  Undef  whai 
ing  lands  onder  the  charter  and  ancient  custom  of  Vir*  rMitt  and  la 
gima,  upon  importation  rights  as  before  limited,  duty  ^^y^y 
proved,  and  certified  in  any  court  of  record  before  the  ^gjlie. 
passing  of  this  act;  those  claiming  under  treasury  rights 
for  money  paid  die  receiver  general  duly  autlientica*' 
^Isdy  or  under  proclamation  warrants  for  military  ser« 
vice,  and  not  having  located  and  fixed  such  lands  by 
actual  surveys  as  herein  before  mentioned,  shall  be 
admitted  t  >  warrants,  entries,  and  grants  for  the  same, 
ki  manner  directed  by  the  act  of  assembly  entitled 
'^  An  act  for  establishing  a  land  office,  and  ascertain* 
^  ing  the  terms  and  manner  of  granting  waste  and  un« 
*  appropriated  lands,"*  upon  producing  to  the  registef      *8«eiM 
.  of  the  land  office  the  proper  certificates,  proofs,  or  war^  »^  *M^ 
natSf  as  the  case  may  be,  for  their  respective  rights 
within  the  like  space  of  twelve  months  aAer  the  end  of 
this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  not  afc^erwards. 
All  certifioates  of  importation  rights  proved  before  any 
court  of  record  according  to  the  ancient  custom,  and 
before  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  are 
hereby  declared  good  and  valid:  And  all  other  claima  ' 

|br  importation  rights  not  so  proved,  shall  be  null  an4  * 

iN>id;  and  where  any  person  before  the  end  of  this  pre- 
sent session  of  assembly,  hath  made  a  regular  entry  aC"> 
cording  to  aet  of  assembly,  with  the  county  surveyor 
lor  any  tract  of  land  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres, 
upon  any  of  the  eastern  waters,  which  hath  not  been 
surveyed  or  forfeited,  according  to  the  laws  and  rules 
of  governoAent  in  force  at  the  time  of  making  such  en^ 
try,  the  surveyor  of  the  county  where  such  land  lies, 
shall  after  advertising  legal  notice  thereof,  proceed  to 
survey  the  same  accordingly,  and  shall  deliver  to  tlia 
pronrietor  a  platand  certificate  of  survev  thereof  with- 
.  in  tbfce  months;  and  if  such  person  shall  fail  to  attend 
at  the  time  and  place  so  appointed  for  making  such 
survey,  with  cliain  carriers  and  a  person  to  mark  the 
fines,  or  shall  fail  to  deliver  sucb  plat  and  certificate 
iata  the  land  office,  accoitKng  to  the  rules  and  regular 
tions  of  the  swftSi  logsiber  wbb  the  auditors  certificate 
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#f  tte  treasurers  receipt  for  the  compositioQ  mooey- 
herein  after  mentioned,  and  pay  the  office  fees,  be  or 
-M  t.*«"  she  shall  forfeit  his  or  her  right  and  title;  but  upon 
*  performance  of  these  requisitions,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
^  grant  for  such  tract  of  land  as  in  other  cases« 

itigbtselaim*      HI'  -^nd  be  it  enacted^  That  ail  orders  of  council  or 
cufuader      entries  for  land  in  ,the  council  books,  except  so  far  as^ 
qertainor.     such  orders  or  entries  respectively  have  been  carried 
cri  «id  a      ^^^^  execution  by  actual  surveys  in  manner  herein  bc- 
royal  procla*  fore  mentioned,  shall  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby  declared 
°**^"*^^i    ^^'^  and  of  no  effect;  and  except  also  a  certain  order 
cured  Toi     ^^  council  for  a  tract  of  sunken  grounds,  commonly 
Ezctpttc  ^^I'^d  ^^^®  Dismal  Swamp,  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
tual  surreys;  tbis  commonwealth,  contiguous  to  the  North  CaroU«< 
^nd  except  na  line,  which  said  order  of  council  with  the  proceed* 
gwamp!^    ings  thereon  and  the  claim  derived  frOm  it,  shall  here^ 
after  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly  for  their  fur- 
ther order  therein.     No  claim  to  land  within  this  com- 
moniveaUh  for  military  service  founded  upon  the  king 
^  of  Great  Britain's  proclamation,  shall  hereafter  be  al- 

io wed,  except  a  warrant  for  the  same  shall  have  been 
obtained  from  the  governour  of  Virginia,  during  the 
former  government  as  before  mentioned;  or  where  such 
service  was  performed  by  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia, 
^  or  in  some  regiment  or  corps  actually  raised  in  the 

same;  in  either  of  which  cases  the  claimant  making 
due  proof  in  any  court  of  record,  and  producing  a  cer- 
tificate thereof*  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  within 
the  said  time  of  twelve  months,  shall  be  admitted  to  a 
warrant,  entry,  and  grant  for  the  same,  in  the  manner 
herein  before  mentioned;  but  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  or  extend  to  give  any  person  a  title 
to  land  for  service  performed  in  any  company  or  de«. 
tachment  of  militia. 
Settlement  '^"  ^"^  whereas  great  numbers  of  people  have  set-^ 
rl^ts,  upon  tjed  in  the  country  upon  the  western  waters,  upon 
the  western  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  for  which  they  have 
waters.  ^^^  hitherto  prevented  from  suing  out  patents  or  ob-- 
(aining  legal  titles  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain's  pro^ 
damations  or  instructions  to  his  governours,  or  by  tbe 
late  change  of  government,  and  the  present  war  having 
delayed  until  now,  the  opening  of  a  land  office,  and 
tlie  establishment  of  any  certain  terms  for  granting 
]ands«  and  it  is  just  that  those  settling  under  such  cir- 
camstances  should  have  some  reasoQiS^le  allowance  for 
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tiie€barge  and  risk  they  hare  incwred,  aad  thtt'thj^ 
property  so  acquired  should  be  secured  to  them:  Be  it 
therefore  enacted^  That  all  persons  who,  at  any  time  PJ^*^'*'*** 
before  ibe  fii-st  day  of  January^  in  the  year  one  ihou-  ^^^  ^j^ 
sand  seven  handr^d  and  seventy  eight,  have  really  and  24,1776--S 
bona  fide  settled  themselves  or  their  families,  or  at  his,  ^^JS"^^ 
her,  or  their  charge,  have  settled  others  upon  any  waste  35o_3^5'gi. 
or  unappropriated  lands  on  the  said  western  waters,  to  w,  rou  9,  p. 
which  no  other  person  hath  any  i^g^l  right  or  dahn,  355,356  ] 
shall  be  allowed  for  every  family  so  settled,  four  boiw 
dred  acres  of  land,  or  such  smaller  quantity  as  the  par- 
ty chooses,  to  include  such  settlement.  And  where  any 
such  setder  bath  had  any  survey  made  for  him  or  her, 
under  any  order  of  the  former  government,  since  the 
twenty  sixth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  three,  in  consideration  of  suck 
setdement  for  less  than  four  hundred  acres  of  land^ 
such  settler,  his  or  her  heirs,  may  claim  and  be  allow- 
ed as  much  adjoining  waste  and  unappropriated  land, 
as  together  with  the  land  so  surveyed  will  make  up  the 
quantity  of  four  hundred  acres. 

V*  And  whereas  several  families  for  their  greater  ProTbion  for 
safety  have  settled  themselves  in  villages  or  townships,  &»iti««  tet*? 
under  some  agreement  between  the  inhabitants  of  lay-  l!!?^*«f* 
ing  oil  the  same  into  town  lots,  to  be  divided  among  tfaip«.  • 
them,  and  have,  from  present  necessity,  cultivated  a 
piecfe  of  ground  adjoining  thereto  in  common:  Be  it 
enacted^  That  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
whereon  such  villages  and  towns  are  situate,  and  to 
which  no  other  person  hath  a  previous  legal  claim; 
shall  not  be  entered  for  or  surveyed,  but  shall  be  re* 
served  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  inhabitants 
until  a  true  representation  of  their  case  can  be  made 
to  the  general  assembly,  that  right  and  justice  may  be 
done  therein;  and  in  the  mean  time  there  shall  be  aU 
lowed  to  every  such  family,  in  consideration  of  their 
settlement,  the  like  quantity  of  land  as  is  herein  allow- 
ed to  other  settlers  adjacent,  or  convenient  to  their  re- 
spective village  or  town,  and  to  which  no  other  person 
hath,  by  this  act,  the  right  of  preemption,  for  which 
said  quantities  to  be  adjusted,  ascertained,  and  certi- 
fied by  the  commissioners  to  be  Appointed  by  virtue 
of  this  act|4n  manner  herein  after  directed.  The  pro- 
per claimants  shall  be  respectively  entitled  to  entries 
with  the  sarteyor  of  the  county  wherein  the  land  lies, 
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«pon  producing  to  him  c^rtiflcat^s  of  th^r  rightrtHHil" 
the  said  commissioDers  of  the  coonty,  duly  att^stedi* 
within  twelve  months  next  after  the  end  of  this  prescM^ 
session  of  assembly,  and  not  afterwards;  which  certifi* 
cate  the  said  surveyor  shall  record  in  his  bo6ks,  attd' 
then  return  them  to  the  parties,  and  shall  proceed  to' 
survey  the  lands  so  enteried,  according  ^o  law.  And* 
upon  due  return  to  the  land  office  of  the  plats  and  cer* ' 
tificates  of  survey,  together  with  the  certificate  from' 
the  said  commissioners  of  the  rights,  by  settlemirat  up** 
on  which  the  entries  were  founded,  grants  may  asd 
shall  issue  to^them  and  their  heirs  or  assigns^  in  man* 
ner  before  directed.  And  if  any  such  settlers  shaH'de-^' 
sire  to  take  up  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than  is  Kerer 
in  allowed  them,  they  shall  on  payment  to  the  treasu** 
rer  of  the  consideration  money,  required  firom  other 
purchasers,  be  entitled  to  the  preemption  of  any  gr^al*" 
er  quautity  of  land  adjoining  to  that  allowed  them  in 
consideration  of  settlenoent,  not  exceeding  one  thou-  * 
,  sand  acres,  and  to  which  no  other  person  hath  any  Ie« 
gal  right  or  claim.  And  to  prevent  doubts  concerning 
settlements.  It  ^  hereby  declared^  That  no  family  shall 
Mfttemcnt,  be  entitled  to  the  allowance  granted  lo' settlers  by  this 
Swi^Il^^  act,  unless  tliey  have  made  a  crop  of  com  in  that  conn* 
defijiouIT*.  try,  or  resided  there  at  least  one  year  since  the  time 
of  their  settlement.  All  persons  who,  since  the  siud 
first  day  of  January,  in^the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight,  have  actually  settled  on 
any  waste  or  unappropriated  lands  on  the  said  wes-  ~ 
tern  waters,  to  which  no  other  person  bath  a  just  or 
legal  right  or  claim,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  preemption 
of  any  quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  four  hundred' 
acres,  to  inclide  such  setUeme*)t  at  the  state  price  to 
other  purchasers.  And  all  those  who,  before  the  said 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight,  had  marked  out  or  chosen^ 
for  themselves,  any  waste  or  unappropriated  lands,  and"- 
built  any  house  or  hut,  or  made  other  improvements 
thereon,  shall  also  be  entitied  to  the  preemption  upon 
the  like  terms,  of  any  quantity  of  land,  to  include  such 
improvements,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  atres,  and 
to  which  no  other  person  hath  any  legal  right  or  claim; 
Grmntsfbr,  but  no  person  shall  have  the  right  of  preeAiption  for 
hjw  obutih  j^^jj.g  j^j^p  Q„^  gy^j,  improvement;  provided  they  re- 
spectively demand  and  prove  tbeir  Ifight  to  sticfa  pris^ 
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empllcm,  beftire  the  commissioners  for  the  county,  Id 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  witfaiD  eight  months, 
pay  the  consiJeration  money,  produce  the  auditor's 
Certificate  for  the  treasurer's  receipt  for  the  same^  take 
6Bt  their  warrants^  from  the  register  of  the  land  cfSte 
withio  ten  mondis^  and  ettter  the  6ame  with  the  sor-* 
f«yor  of  the  county,  within  twelve  months  next  after 
the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly;  and  there- 
aiVer  duly  comply  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
land  office.      All  locations  made  by  officers  and  sol- 
diers upon  the  lands  of  actual  settlers,  shall  be  void,  by^^^JJ^ 
but  the  said  officers,  soldiers,  or  their  assignees,  may  aiul  tdktiarif 
obtain  warrants  on  producing  the  commissioners  cer-  on  land*  «l 
tjficate  of  tlieir  several  rights,  and  locate  their  claims  '^^^^'^ 
on  other  waste  and  unappropriated  lands.     To  pre- 
vent the  locations  of  those  claiming  under  warrants 
for  preemption,  from  interfering  with  sucii  as  claim 
under  certificates  for  settlements,  and  to  give  due  pre- 
ference to  the  latter,  so  far  as  respects  their  rights  to 
tracts  of  land  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres;  the 
register  of  the  land  office  shall  particularly  distinguish 
alf  preemption  warrants  by  him  issued,  and  no  county 
surveyor  shall  admit  any  such  warrant  to  be  entered 
or  located  in  his  books,  before  the  expiration  of  teh 
months  as  aforesaid.      And  where  any  such  warrant    ' wlitt  1#oa* 
shall  not  be  entered  and  located  with  the  county  sur*"  tiont  inti- 
veyor,  within  the  before  mentioned  space  of  twelve  jj^n^c***" 
months,  the  right  of  preemption  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
the  lands  therein  mentioned  may  be  entered  for  by  any 
o^r  person  holding  another  land  warrant;  but  such 
preemption  warrant  may,  nevertheless,  be  located  up*  xTiwiMiia* 
on  any  other  waste  or  uuappropriated  lands,  or  upon  enurtd. 
the  same  lands  where  they  have  not  in  the  mean  time 
been  entered  for  by  some  other. 

VI.   And  be  it  farther  enacted ^   That  all  persons  Co«rp«ritioa 
claiming  lands,  and  suing  out  grants  upon  any  such  ™?^^ilLg 
utrveys  heretofore  made;  either  under  entries  with  the  to  be  paid. 
sorvejfor  of  any  county,  or  under  any  order  of  coun*> 
cilyoc  entry  in  the  council  books,  for  which  rights  have 
not  formerly  b^n  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office,  and 
also  those  suing,  out  grants  for  tracts  of  lands  upon  the 
western  waters,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres  here- 
in allowed  them  in  considera^n  of  their  siettlements, 
or  under  ibrmer  entries  with  the  county  surveyor,  for 
Jands  upon  the  ea«t«ui  waters,  shall  be  sul^ec^  ta  thm 
Vol.  X.  P 
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^yownt  of  ibe  ^atsatil  coiwpwifion  niQiity  imifir  (Imi 
former  govemmeBt,  «t  the  rate  of  tea  sbilUogS'-^liBy 
for  every  fanndredt  ceres,  to  be  discharged  in  correoi 
■loiiey,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  three  and  one  third  pec 
eentam  excbangei  before  the  grant,  issiiea,  and  to  a* 
other  charge  or  hnposition  whatsoever,  sa¥e  the  codh 
mon  office  foes.  And  to  all  such  persons^  their  hairs 
or  asstgns,  who  having  title  to  land  under  the  former 
govemmeiiti  had  not  only  surveyed  the  same^  but  had 
lodged  their  certificates  of  survey,  together  with  their 
rights,  in  the  secretary^  office;  and  althongh  no  ea^ 
veat  hatli  been  entered,  have  not  obtained  patents^ 
grants  shall  issue  in  consideration  thereof,  upon  ^ti» 
payment  of  the  office  fees  only. 

Yll.  And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  die 
general  assembly,  that  upon  lands  surveyed  for  sundry 
companies  by  virtue  of  orders  of  council,  many  people 
have  settled  without  specific^  agreement^  but  yet  under 
the  faith  of  the  terms  of  sale  publickly  offered  by  the 
saM  companies  or  their  agents  at  the  time  of  such  Mt<v 
tiements,  v^bo  have  made  valuable  improvements  there* 
on:  Be  it  Maeted  and  dedaredj  That  aU  persons  so 
settled  upon  any  unpatented  lands,  surveved  as  befora 
mentioned,  except  only  such  lands  af  be&re  the  settle* 
ment  of  the  same,  were  notoriously  reserved  by  the  re** 
speaive  companies  for  their  own  use,  shall  have  their 
titles  confirmed  to  them  by  the  members  of  such  coour 
panics,  or  th^ir  agents,  tipon  payment  of  the  price  at 
which  such  i'ands  were  offered  for  sale  when  they  were 
settled,  together  with  mterest  thereon  firom  Ibe  time  of 
the  respective  settlements,  provided  they  compromise 
their  chkiBM  with  the  said  eompmies,  or  lay  them  b^ 
ibrrthe  commissioners  for  their  respective  counties,  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  have  the  sane 
tried  and  determined  by  them,  in  manner  herein  aAer 
directed:  And  provided  ako,  that  where  any  such  sor* 
vey  contains- more  than  four  hundred  acres,  no  OM 
settler  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  quantity  than  thvee 
hundred  acres,  unless  he  takes  the  whole  survey^to  in* 
elude  his  settlement,  and  leave  the  ranainder  in  one 
•entire  and  convenient  piece  where  the  same  i»  praati- 
cable. 

VI^.  And  whereas  the  claims  of  various  persons  to 
4he  lands  herein  allowed  to  the  inhabitaiitf,  inconside- 
ftaiion  of  thrir  dettlementSt  and  of  thoscii^^  by  iWs 
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MK^  -wet  ttitSikd  ny'preenqxbn  at  the  sute  pricei  M  elmm  to 

IkQ  afr  ofthe  settters  on  tite  lands  surveyed  for  sandry  l**^  en  ^« 

Mmpatiies  by  orders  of  council  as  aforesaid,  may  oc^  J^howlp" 

ea^oooiameroas  disputed,  the  determination  of  whicb  |Miiit«d, 

dqMUdiag  upon  evidence,  which  cannot,  witboui  great  their  ofttbt 

dntrge  and  trouble,  be  collected,  but  the  neighbour-  ^^^^JJ^*"' 

kolod  of  S0cb  lands  will  be  most  speediiy  and  properly  „|^  ^i^g  of 

flMdeby  conmHSsiooers  in  the  respective  counties:  Be  proceHini^. 

UenaeUdy  That  the  counties  on  the  western  waters 

diril  be  allotted,  into  districts,  t^  wit:  The  counties  of 

lli»BOttgaIia;  Yohogania,  and  Ohio,  into  one  district; 

liie  counties  of  Augusta,  Botetourt,  and  Greenbrier, 

imto  ooe  district  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Montr 

gomery,  into  one  other  district;  and  the  county  of  Ken* 

luiiky,'sball  be  another  district;  for  each  of  which  dis* 

%iotsi,  the  governonrf  with  the  advice  of  the  council, 

dhdl  tppomt  four  commissioners  under  the  seal  of  the 

commoaywealth,  not  being  inhabitants  of  such  district 

^any  three  of  whom  may  act)  to  continue  in  office  eight 

nmiAis  from -the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assem- 

4riyv.  for  the  purpose  of  collecting,  adjusting,  and  de- 

'ierariaiog'  such  claims,  and  four  months  thereafter  for 

the  pnjrpose  of  adjusting  the  claims  of  settlers  on  lands 

sorreyed  for  the  aforesaid  companies^     Every  such 

ttmimissioner,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  of* 

iice,  shall  take  the  following  oath  of  office:  *'  I  A.  B. 

td»  swear  that  I  wiH  wdl  and  truly  serve  this  common- 

Jwealth  in  the  office  of  a  commissioner  for  the  district 

Y>f     ^  for  collecting,  adjusting,  and  settling 

the  daums,  and  determining  the  titles  of  such  persons 

Bt^ddm  lands  in  the  said  district,  in  consideration  of 

^Aair^stttlements;  of  such  as  claim  preemption  to  any 

iaods  therein,  and  alsonf  such  settlers  as  claim  any 

lauds  surveyed  by  order  of  council,  for  sundry  compa- 

'Siies^.accordiug  to  an  act  of  general  assembly,  entitled 

«Ab  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  clairoers 

Vruopatented  lands,  under  the  former  and  present  go- 

*<tmHMim,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  coramon- 

irakh^s  land  office;  and  that  I  will  do  equal  right  to 

^  ittLaBer  of  people,  without  respect  of  persons;  I  will 

m^  take  bymyseU^  nor  by  any  other  person,  any  gift, 

fee^  or  reward  for  any  matter  done,  or  to  be  done  by 

/viitae-of  ny-offiee,  except  such  fees  or  salary  as  the 

'iiiwaiiall  aitow  me|  and  finally  in  all  things  belonging 

cl^fl^  md  'Oftce,  I  will  faithfully,  justly,  and  trulyi 
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ff cording  to  tbe  best  of  my  slult.ftiid  judpoeftt,  4m 

^qual  ana  impartial  justicei  without  fraud,  favour,  afr 

fection,  or  partiality.  So  help  me  God."    Which  oatlr. 

$ball  be  l^l(^i^i$tered  by  any  of  the  said  commission^ 

trs  to  ft^e  ^rst  of  them  \n  nomination,  who  shall  be 

present,  find  thep  by  him  tq  the  others.      The  said. 

^Qmmissioners  shall  have  power  to  hear  and  d^rmin^' 

all  titles  claimed  in  consi(}eration  of  settlemecHs   to^ 

lands,  to  which  no  person  hath  any  other  legal  titk, 

and  the  rights  of  all  persons  clain^ing  preemption  t^ 

^ny  lands  within  their  respective  district^,  as  also  th^ 

rights  of  all  persons  claiming  any  unpatented  lafid% 

surveyed  by  order  of  council  for  sundry  companies,  by 

having  settled  thereop  ^nder  the  faith  of  th^  terai$  oC 

sale  publicUly  offered  by  such  companies  or  (h^r. 

agents,  aud  shall  immediately  upon  receipt  of  tlieir 

commissions,  give  at  les^st  twenty  days  previous  nOr 

tice  by  advertisements  at  the  for^s,  (:|iurches,  n)eetii>g^ 

houses,  and  other  publick  places  in  their  district,  of 

the  time  and  place  at  which  th^y  intend  io  meet,  foe 

the  purpose  of  collecting,  hearing,  and  deteroiimng  tlic^ 

3aid  claims  and  titles,  requiring  all  persons  interested^ 

herein,  tq  attepd  and  put  in  their  claims,  and  may  adf 

Jouui  froni  place  to  place,  and  time  to  time,  as  theic 

business  may  require;  but  if  they  should  fail  to  meet 

at  any  time  to  which  they  shall  have  adjourned,  nei« 

ther  their  commission  nor  ^ny  mattitr  depending  be^^ 

fore  them  shall  be  thereby  discontinued,  but  they  shall: 

proceed  to  business  when  they  do  meet,  as  if  no  sudi 

fiiiiure  had  happened.    They  shall  appoint  and  ad? 

ipinlster  an  Qat|i  of  office  to  their  clerk;  be  attended  hjt 

tlie  sheriff,  or  one  qf  the  under  sheriffs  of  tlie  couiUyj 

be  empowered  to  administer  o^ths  to  witnesses  or 

others,  necessary  for  (he  4|5>pharge  of  their  officej  to 

punish  contempts,  enforce  good  behaviour  in  their  pr^ 

sence,  and  a^  ^^rd  costs,  in  the  same  rnaiuier  with  th^ 

county  courtsj  they  shall  have  free  access  tp  the  cofu^t 

ty  surveyor's  books,  and  may  order  the  sa^ne  to  be  1^ 

before  them,  at  any  time  or  plape  of  their  sittiiigy  att4 

sball  pay  to  such  surveyor,  out  of  the  fees  received  bjE 

tliem  for  certiQcates,  the  sum  of  three  pounds  for  eyeiT 

xy  day  be  shall  attend,  and  to  the  sheriff  for  the  liko 

attendances  two  pounds  for  each  day's  attendance.    In 

^1  cases  of  disputes  upon  claims  for  settlement,  tfi^ 

ipv^n  i^rho  made  th^  first  actpaj  sfttlepiept|  hi$  m\m 
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teirs'or  as^gasi  siiai)  have  tlie  preftrence.    In  iR^R^ 
poted  for  the  rigbi  of  preemptions  for  improvements'' 
made  oo  the  iaad,  the  persons,  their  heirs  or  assigns 
respectively,  who  made  the  first  improvement,  and  the 
persons  to  whom  airy  right  of  preemption  on  account 
df  settlement  or  improvement  shalf  he  adjudged,  shall 
fls  the  qt^autity  at  their  own  option  at  the  time  of  the 
jodgment)  so  as  not  to.  exceed  the  number  of  acres  re*, 
spectively  allowed  by  this  act,  or  to  interfere  with  the 
jtistriglrts  of  others*    The  clerk  shall  keep  exact  mi* 
nutes  of  alt  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  and 
elil«r  the  naties  of  all  the  person^  to  whom  -either  lands' 
for  settiemeift  or  the  right  of  preemption  as  the  case- 
in sIraH  be  adjudged  with  their  respective  (quantities  ^ 
and  locations,  and  also  tlie  names  of  all  such  persons 
to  "whom  titles  shall  be  adjudged  for  lands  within  the 
surveys  made  by  order  of  council  for  any  company 
Wiihtbe  qoantky 'of  acres  adjudged,  and  in  what  sur- 
vey; atid  if  the  same  is  only  part  of  such  survey,  in 
what' manner  h  sballbe  located  therein,  the  name  or 
style  of  the  company;  and  the  price  to  be  paid  them,' 
wifb  tbe  time,  from  which  the  same  is  to  bear  interest. 
Upon  application  of  any  person  claiming  a  right  to    ConiBctinf 
any  laadsin  virtue  of  this  act,  and  complaining  that  "1^^**^? 
another  pretends  a  right  in  opposition  thereto,  the  said  comminiof^ 
clerk  shall  issue  a  summons,  stating  the  nature  of  the  ers. 
pIftiQtni&  claim  and  calling  on  the  party  opposing  the 
2^me,  to  appear  at  a  time  hnd  place  certain  therein  to 
lie  named,  and  shew  cause  why  a  grant*  of  the  said 
latid»  may  not  issue,  or  a  title  be  made  to  the  said 
jihiDtifi:    The  said  summons  shall  be  served  on  the 
party  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  he  resides,  or 
wherehi  lie  may  be  found,  and  such  service  being  re- 
turned theiieon,  and  the  party  appearing  or  failing  to 
appear,  the  commission<>rs  may  -proceed  to  trial,  or 
fer  good  cause  shewn,  may  refer  such  trial  to  a  far- 
ther day.  •  The  clerk  shall  also  have  power  at  the  re- 
qwst  of  either  party,  to  issue  subpoenas  for  witnesses 
toappear  at  the  time  and  place  of  trial,  which  shall  be 
bad  in  a  stHnmary  way  without  pleadings  in  writing, 
and  dieconrt  in  conducting  the  said  trial,  in  all  mat* 
fers  of  evidence  relative  thereto,  and  in  giving  judg- 
flseDt/  shaH  govern  themselves  by  such  rules  and  prin-            "    ^ 
^ipies  of  law  or  equity,  as  are  applicable  to  the  case, 
mmoiaii  b^  tbe-rnle  of  evidence  or  of  dicHion,  w^re 
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save  only  as  fkr  as  this^  act  shall  otherwise  have  ftpe^, 
'  Jfid|Mietit  cially-^frected.-  Judgment  when  rendei<ed  shall  be  fina^ 
S^nwiT.    except  as  herein  after  exceprtedj  and  shall  give  to  the 
ticsto&ai.   party  in  whose  favour  h  is,  a  title  against  attmherft 
who  were  parties  to  the  trial;  and  if  after  ^tichjudg- 
metit  rendered,  the  party  against  whom  it  is^  shall  eih- 
ler  the  said  labds  forcibly,  or  forcibly  detain  the  sam^j 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  or  any 
one  of  them,  or  any  justite  of  peace  for  th^  county^  to 
remove  such  force,  in  like  manner  as  if  it  were  com^ 
Oettifiettes  ^^^^^^1  on  lands  holden  by  grant  actually  issued.  Tha 
ofbctde-      said  commissioners  shall  deliver  to  every  person^ 
laenti  whom  they  shall  adjudge  lands  for  settlement,  a  cerw 

tificate  thereof  under  their  hands,  and  attested  by  thd 
cferk,  mentioning  the  number  of  acres,  and  the  tune 
df  settlement,  and  describing  as  near  as  may  be>  Ad 
particular  location,  ndttngalso  therein  the  quantity  of 
adjacent  land  to  which  sooh  person  shall  ha^e  the  ngfA 
•nd  preemp-  of  preemption.      And  to  every  other  person  to  iVhoAf 
Ic  given!  ^^  ^^y  *'*^''  adjudge  the  right  of  preemption  to  any  lands^ 
they  shall  in  like  manner  deliver  a  certificate,  specify- 
ing tlie  quantity  and  location  of  such  land,  with  the 
cause  for  preemption,  with  a  memorandum  for  the  in^ 
^mation  of  the  party  in  each  certificate  of  the  last  day 
on  which  tlie  lands  therein  respectively  mentioned  caif 
be  ent^ed  with  the  county  surveyor:  For  every  hun^ 
Fees  tkorc-  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  contained  within  the  said  certificate&i) 
Qir.  the 'party  receiving  the  same,  shall  pay  down  lo  th^ 

commissioners  the  sum  of  ten  shilHngs,  besides «  6^ 
of  tea  shillings  tothe  clerk  for  each  certificate  so  grernfk 
ed;  and  die  ^id  certificates  produced  within  the  timci 
herein  before  respectively  limited  to  the  surveyor  <)f 
the  coumy,  or  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,  wMl 
the  auditors  certificate  of  the  treasurer's  receipt  for  th« 
f  payment  due  on  the  preemption,  as  the  nature  of  tb^ 

case  may  require,  shall  entitle  the  person  respectivelj^ 
receiving  them,  to  an  entry  and  survey,  or  a  warrant 
finr  the  said  lands,  lA  such  way,  and  on  such  terms  at 
.  .      are.  herein  before  prescribed.    And  to  prevent  Aaudi 
M^t!^m^  ^  vnistakes,  the  said  commissioners  inrMnediwieiy  upon 
lifts  to  re-    having  completed  the  business  in  thehr  district,  snait 
filter.         transmit  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,*  ondei^  thei» 
bands,  and  attested  by  their  clerk,  an  exadt  list  ^ 
icfaedule  ki  aipbabetioal  order,  of  all  sucbcei^fiiMM 
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tesiec)  to  the  cQuniy  surveyor  for  their  information* 
They  shall  iii  like  manner,  and  upon  payment  of  the  fttf^oCcam- 
fame  fees,  .deliver  to.  every  person  to  whom  they  shall  ^JSkSTS*" 
mudg^  a- title,  to  any  unpatented  land,  surveyed  for  lands  «d- 
aay  <;;oitipany  by  order  of  council,  a  certificate  men*  judfreda- 
tioamg  me  luinaber  of  acres  to  which  they  have  ad-  S^^,^**** 
jpidged  the  title,  vhat  particular  survey  the  same  is  iiH 
^d  for  vriiat  company  made,  the  price  to  be  paid  soch 
compai>y,.and  the  date  from  which  the  same  is  to  bear 
interest,  and  inhere  there  is  a  greater  quantity  of  land 
ecMitaioed  in  the  survey,  .describe  as  near  ^s  may  be^ 
ibe  manner  the  land  to  which  they  have  adjudged  ti- 
ih,  shall  be  laid  off  and  bounded^  and  shall  also  im* 
n^Hatdy  upon  havipg  completed  the  business  in  their^ 
dH^rict,  t^nsmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  general  court,  un- 
^0ietrha9d»,  and  attested  by  their  clerk,  a  list  or 
lebedttle  hi  adpbabetical  order,  containing  exact  copiest 
9^  sdl  sqch  certificates  by  them  granted,  to  remain  in 
the  saldic\erk?s^  office,  for  the  information  of  the  said 
companies,  *aiidias  evidence  and  proof  of  the  respec^ 
tire.fities.   . 

..  JX. .  Provided  nevtriheUiSy  That  if  the  parties,  their   la  whit  oh. 
heirs  or^gos,  to  Mrhom  stich  titles  shall  have  been  J^juJlSd**- 
«4(udged,  shall  not  within  six  months  at  farthest^  from  gunstem-' 
the  .time  of  their  respective  judgments  in  their  favour,  panietibt- 
pay  .or  tender  to  ilie  company  to  whom  the  same  is  ^^^^^ 
due^or  their  agent,  the  price  and  interest  so  fixed  by 
llie  jsaid  cotnniissioners,  the  title  of  every  person  so  / 

iaiU^g,  shall  be  forfeited^  and  shall  be  from  thence  for* 
waid^to  all  intents  ainl  purposes,  null  and  void;  any 
thing  herein  to  ibe  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding* 
The  said  commissioners  for  every  day  they  shall  be 
aeiually  employed  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  shaft   AUowaacet 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  eiachj  they  shall  tUmwr*** 
be  aceonqtable  for  all  the  money  they  shall  have  re-  clerk  aiid 
imvefi  upon  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  except  sheriff. 
ibtftseio  the  clerk,  and  shall  settle  a  fair  account  upoa 
pa^,  with  the  auditors,  and  receive  from  the  treasurer 
ii*Iiai«ver  bttlance  may  appear  due  to  them  thereon,  or 
pa^y  tol^Hs  any  balance  which  shall  be  by  them  due 
to. the  cotamonwealth.    The  clerk  and  sheriff  shall  re* 
ceive  Am- 4heir.  services,  the  fees  heretofore  allowed  by 
hm  -for  the  like  services  in  the  county  court,  and  the 
mDessea.  tbe  s^me  aUowatiee  for  their  .attendance^  to 
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b(e  fmd  by  tfc^e  patty,  awd  collected  in  like  maimer  ^ 
is  directed  in  the  ordinary  cases  of  the  same  natur^^ 
and  the  clerk  shall  have  the  same  power  of  issuing  ex-^* 
ecutions  as  tlie  clerks  of  the  county  courtsj  provided 
.  that  the  clerk  shall  not  be  allowed  any  farther  or  other 
*■    '  fee  for  entering  and  issuing  a  certificate  than  is  hereiu 

"*  '  ,  before  mentioned.  But  as  by  this  summary  mode  of 
Wiiliih  wbat  P>*^>ceeding,  some  persons  at  a  great  distance  may  notj 
^mGCiiveiits  have  timely  notice,  and  may  be  unable  to  appear  in 
to^uUffnsenis  support  of  their  claims,  for  remedy  whereof,  Be  it 
y  commls-  cnactcdy  That  no  grant  shall  issye  upon  any  of  tli^ 
be"«urJrei,  claims  delormined  by  the  said  commissioners  until  the 
in  ^eneml  first  day  of  December,  1780,  and  in  the  roeau  time^l 
court.  any  such  person  injured  by  their  determination,  his.o^' 

her  heirs  or  assigns,  may  enter  a  caveat  against  a  grant 
thereupon,  until  the  matter  shall  be  heard  before  the. 
general  court,  and  may  petition  the  said  general  court 
to  have  his  or  h^r  claim  considered;  and  upon  its  be-*, 
tng  proved  to  the  court  that  he  or  she  laboured  under. 
such  a  disability  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
missioners thereupon,  the  court  shall  grant  bim  or  her 
a  hearing  in  a  summary  way,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
"   '  npon  trial,  that  the  petitioners  claim  is  just,  such  court^ 

may  reverse  the  former  determination^  and  order  a| 
crant  to  issue. for  such  land  or  any  part  thereof,  on 
nie  terms  herein  before. mentioned,  to  the  person  to. 
whom  they  shall  adjudge  the  same. 
Certsun  land      X.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enactedy  That  all  claims  for 
h!fi°b'f^  ^^  lands  upon  surveys  tinder  any  order  of  council  or  en*' 
ihccourt^of  ^**y  ^"  ^'^^  council  books,  shall  by  the  respective  claim-'. 
Appeals,  and  ers  be  laid  before  the  court  of  appeals;  which  shall 
ihcr«  decid-  meet  for  that  purpose  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Decern-; 
ber  next,  and  shall  adjourn  from  day  to  day  until  the 
'^-  '  •  ''  '   business  be  finished;  or  if  it  be  proved  to  the  court  that 
any  such  claimer  is  unable  to  attend  and  prosecute  his 
claim,  or  for  other  just  cause  to  them  shewn,  they  may 
''        order  sucli  claim  to  be  tried  before  them  on  some  fu-' 
'  ture  day.     Ail  such  claims  shall  be  heard  and  deter- 
mined in  a  summary  way,  without  pleadings  in  wri-. 
ting,  upon  such  evidence  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  court* 
the  nature  of  the  case  may  require;  and  no  such  clainri 
shall  be  valid,  but  such  only  as  shall  be  so  heard  and, 
established  by  the  said  court  of  appeals,  and  on  their 
certificate  that  any  such  claim  hath  been  by  them  es- 
tfiblished,  the  register  is  hereby  required  to  issue  a  war^ 
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Alt  or  grant  tKereapon,  according  to  the  nature  6f 
Ae  ctM,  and  tfa^  rules  and  regalations  of  the  land  of- 
flee;  and  the  attorney  general  is  hereby  required  to  atf^^ 
tend  the  said  court  on  behalf  of  the  comaionweakb. 

XI,  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein  contain*    ?rotito,fai 
ed  shall  extend  to  officers,  soldiers,  or -their  assignees,  5*^^'^J[S^ 
claiming  lands  for  military  service.    The  register  oif  ^"jj|** 
the  land  office  shall  regularly  record  all  land  warrants     Rcgi^tei^ 
issued  by  virtue  of  this  act;  they  may  be  executed  in  duty  in  rj- 
one  or  more  surveys,  and  may  be  exchanged  or  divi-  ^,J^U{[J^ 
ded  so  as  best  to  suit  the  purposes  of  the  party,  and  making  out 
shall  remain  in  force  until  lands  shall  have  been  ac*  the  grsiiti. 
tnally  obtained  for  them,  in  the  same  manner  with  the 
warrants  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  the  before  recited 

act  for  establishing  a  land  office.  And  when  the  said 
raster  shall  make  out  a  grant  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons for  lands  due  to  him,  her,  or  them,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,iie  shall  recite  therein  as  the  consideration,  the 
ftghts  and  cause  for  which  the  same  became  dne,  ac- 
cording to  an  act  of  general  assembly,  passed  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  nine,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  adjusting  and  set- 
tfibg  the  titles  of  claimers  to  unpatented  lands  under 
tte  former  and  present  government,  previous  to  the  es-t 
taUishment  of  the  commonwealth's  land  office;"  and  if 
atiy  part  thereof  is  due  in  consideration  of  the  ancient 
composition  money,  or  the  new  purchase  money  paid 
Co  the  commonwealth,  the  same  shall  be  properly  dis^ 
tinguished,  and  in  every  other  respect  tlie  grant  shall 
be  drawn  and  pass  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed 
by  lawibr  future  grants  of  lands  from  the  commons 
weahb.  " 

XI I.  And  whereas  at  the  time  of  the  late  change  of   Caomm^ 
gnvernnnent,  many  caveats  against  patents  for  lands  f^^^^jjj^}^ 
which  had  brtn  entered  in  the  council  office,  were  de-  tion,*how 
p^dlng  and  undetermined.  Be  it  enaciedy  That  all  such  proceeded 
caveats,  with  the  papers  relating  thereto,  shall  be  re-  •»• 
nvoved  into  the  clerk's  office  of  the  general  court,  there 

tD  b^  proceeded  On  and  tried  in  the  manner  directed 
*y  law  for  future  caVeat<;  but  the  same  shall  be  deter- 
mined according  to*  the  laws  in  force  at  tlie  time  they 
wfefe  entered;  and  upon  the  determination  of  any  such 
caveat,  a  grant  shall  issue  in  the  name  of  the  person 
to  whom  su<Jh  land  shall  be  adjudged,  his  or  her  heirs 
«p  assigns,  upoo  prodlidng  to  the  register  of  the  land 
Vol.  X.  a 
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office,  wtthtn  three  months  at  %tbest  from  the  time  of 
sQcb  judgment,  an  authemtick  copy  thereof,  togetbec 
wkh  the.  auditor^  certificate  of  the  treasurer's  receipt 
for  the  aatteot  composition  money  i^ue  thereon^  at  tofg 
rate  of  excban^  lierein  before  mentioned;  bu|  where 
the  person  recovering  had  before  paid  rights  into  ti^ia 
secretary's  office,  a  grant  shall  issue  in  consideration 
thereof  upon  payment  of  the  office  fees  only. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

[Chan.  ucv.  Au  act  fov  establishing  aLandqfficeti 
^'  ^'^  and  ascertaining  the  terms  and  man-^ 

ner  of  granting  taasie  and  iinap^ 

propriated  lands. 

l-reamblt.  I,  WHEREAS  there  are  large  quantities  of  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  territory  of  this 
commonwealth,  the  granting  of  which  will  encourage 
the  migration  of  foreigners  hither,  promote  popqkir 
tion,  inr:rease  the  annual  revenue,  and  create  a  fiiii^ 
Land  office  ^'^^  discharging  the  publick  debt:  Be  it  enacted  iy  ik^ 

establithed  Chfieral  AsBembly,  That  an  office  shall  be,  and  is  beret- 
by  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  granting  lands  withr 
in  this  commonwealth,  into  which  all  the  records  noiw 
in  the  secretary's  office,  of  patents  or  grants  for  landr 
heretofore  issued,  with  all  papers  and  dociraienta  relat- 
ing thereto,  and  all  certificates  of  surveys  of  lands  no^ 
in  the  said  office,  and  not  patented,  shall  be  removejl 
and  lodged  for  their  safe  keeping;  and  all  future  grants 
of  lands  shall  issue  from  the  said  office  in  manner  and 
ilcgisterof,  form  herein  after  mentiptied.     A  register  of  the  saod 

poinieS^  and  *^"^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  by 

qualified!  j<>*int  ballot  of  both  bouses  of  assembly^  who  shall  give 
bond  With  sufficient  security  to  the  govemour  or  first 
magistrate  of  this  commonwealth,  in  the  penalty  of 
fifty  thousand  pounds  current  money;  shall  bold  bb 
office  during  good  behaviour;  be  entitled  to  receive 
such  fees  as  shall  -hereafter  be  allowed  by  law,  and 
«bail  have  power  to  appdnt  a  depugr  and  clerks  to  as- 
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^t  ia  executing  the  bosiness  of  the  said  office,  but 

ihall  nevertheless  reside  there  himself.     If  any  vacao-      Vacancjr, 

<y  shall  happen  by  tl>e  death,  resignation,  or  removal  ^j^  *"PP'** 

of  a  register  during  the  recess  of  the  general  assembly, 

th[i^govemoar  or  first  magistrate  of  the  comroonwealili, 

tff  and  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  may  appoint 

tonte  other  person,  ^ving  bond  and  security  in  like 

manner,  to  act  as  register  of  the  said  office  until  the 

end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly.    All  copies  of  tlie.    q^^^  ^^ 

records  and  other  papers  of  the  said  office,  or  of  the  tested  by 

records  and  papers  hereby  directed  to  be  removed  from  bim,M  good 

4e  secretary's  office  and  lodged  therein,  duly  attested  ^^^^^ 

by  such  register,  shall  be  as  good  evidence  as  the  ori<> 

finals  would  be. 

II.  And  whereas  a  certain  bounty  in  lands  bath  been  Land  boun. 
engaged  to  the  troops  on  continental  establishment  ^**^  **"  IJ'***^ 
raised  by  the  ordinances  of  convention  or  the  laws  of  qi^IJU^^^ 
diis  commonwealth,  and  to  the  troops  upon  Virginia 
establishment:  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  officers  and  soU 
diers  of  the  said  troops,  as  well  as  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers to  whom  a  bounty  in  lands  may,  or  shall  be  here- 
after allowed  by  any  law  of  this  commonwealth^  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  quantity  of  waste  or  unappropriated 
kads  respectively  engaged  to  them  by  such  laws,  a 
Gomnlissioned  officer  or  bis  heirs,  upon  certificate  from 
any  general  officer  of  the  Virginia  line,  or  tlie  com- 
kibanding  officer  of  the  troops  on  the  Virginia  esta* 
Mishm^nt  as  the  case  may  bie,  and  s^  non-commission- 
ed officer  or  soldier,  or  his  heirs,  upon  certificate  from 
Ae  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  or 
tetp^  to  which  they  respectively  belonged,  that  such 
officer  or  soldier  hath  served  the  lime  required  by  law, 
#r  hath  been  shun  or  died  in  the  service,  distinguish- 
mg  particularly  the  time  such  officer  or  soldier  hath 
fervedt  «^  in  ^hat  regiment  or  corps  such  service 
)kith  been  performed,  or  death  happened;  and  upon 
niddng  proof  before  any  court  of  record  within  this 
commonweahb  by  the  persons  own  oath,  or  other  sa- 
lisfadory  evidence  of  the  truth  and  authenticity  of  the 
i^d  cerdficaie,  and  that  the  party  had  never  before 
proved  or  claimed  his  right  to  land  for  the  service 
thereio  mentioned,  which  proof  the  clerk  of  the  court  ^ 

before  whom  it  shall  be  made,  is  hereby  empowered 
•ad  required  to  endorse  and  certify  upon  the  original 
•ercfficate^  making  an  entry  or  minute  thereof  in  bis 
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order  book  and  recording  the  setsne;  and  every  county 

court  shall  anoually,  in  ihe  monlh  of  October^  send  t» 

the  register's  office,  a  list  of  ail  certificates  granted  foy 

their  respective  county  courts  upon  any  of  the  before 

mentioned  rights^  there  to  be  recorded.    And  for  ere* 

Bowtiileto  *^^"S  *  sinking  fund  in  afd  of  the  annual  taxes  to  dis* 

ttnappropri.  charge  the  publick  debt:  Be  it  enacted^  iThat  any  per* 

sted  lands     son  may  acquire  title  to  so  much  waste  and  unoppro- 

may  ^  ac-     pyjaied  land  as  he  or  she  shall  desire  to  purchase,  ou 

^'"'^  paying  the  consideration  of  forty  pounds  for  every 

hundred  acres,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or 

smaller  quantity,  and  obtaining  certificate  from  the 

publick  auditors  in  the  following  manner:    The  coB'r 

fideration  money  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  .the 

treasurery'Who  shall  thereupon  gVve  to  the  purchaser  a 

seceipt  for  the  payment,  specifying  the  purpose  it  was- 

made  for,  which  being  delivered  to  the  auditors,  tliey . 

shall  give  to  such  person  a  certificate  thereof,  with  the 

quantity  of  land  he  or  she  is  thereby  entitled  to. 

Land  war.   '  ll{.   4^  ^^  it  enacUdt  That  upon  application  of 

f«iu,how     ^py  persQii  pr  p^fsons,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  having 

MtedlMui     title  iq  wast^  or  i^nappropriated  lands,  either  by  miii- 

'Secuted*     ^17  rights  or  treasury  rights,  and  lodging  in  the  land 

ofi^cea  certificate  thereof,  \he  register  of  the  said  oU 

fice  shall  grant  tQ  such  person  or  persons  a  printed 

warrant  under  his  band  aud  the  seal  of  his  ofiice,  spe* 

cifying  the  quantify  of  land  and  ihe  rights  upon  which 

it  is  due,  authorizu^g  any  surveyor  duly  qualified  an*- 

cording  to  law,  tq  lay  oif  and  survey  the  same,^  an^ 

shall  regularly  enter  and  record  in  (h^  books  of  »his 

office,  s^U  such  certificates  aud  the  ivarrants  issued 

thereupon,  \^hich  warrants  shall  be  always  good  and 

valid  until  executed  by  actual  survey,  or  exchangeti 

in  the  manner  herein  after  directed;  prqvidad  that  no 

warratit  on  treasury  rights,  other  tbaui  preemption 

warrants,  to  be  obtained  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be 

granted  or  isi^ued  before  tl|c  fifteentlt  day  of  October 

next;  nor  shall  tlie  surveyor  of  any  i^Otntty  admit  the 

entry  or  location  qf  any  lyarrant  ofi  trea^tury  rights, 

except  preemptiqn  >irarrants,  in  his  ^opUs,  b^ftH^  the 

Sxeliange  first  day  of  IVUy  qext.     A/iy  pers<vii   h^di^g  a  land 

mnriMti.      warrant  upon  any  of  the  before  menVioiied  rights,  may 

have  the  sanie  executed  i^  one  pr  more  surveys,  a«^; 

in  such  case,  or  wl^ere  the  lands  on  which  any  waf^ti 

lantis  located  shall  be  uis{|ffi^iH:tq(  satbijjr  9tMli  WM^ 
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riuit,  the  party  may  have  the  said  warrant  exebanged        "^ 

by  the  register  of  the  land  office  for  others  of  the  same 

aan  >ant  in  the  whole,  but  divided  as  best  Inay  answer         * 

the  purposes  of  the  party,  or  entitle  him  to  so  much 

land  elsewhere  as  will  make  good  the  deficiency.    A 

snrveyor  shall  be  appointed  in  every  county,  to  be  ^^'T^**  ^ 

nominated,  examined,  and  certified  able  by*the  presi*  ^*g*^||o^)[l. 

dent  and  professors  of  William  and  Mary  college,  and  pointed  and 

if  of  good  character,  commissioned  by  the  governour,  ^iBfiec}. 

with  a  reservation  in  such  commission  to  the  said  pro* 

fessors,  for  the  use  of  the  college,  of  one  sixth  part  of 

the  legal  fees  which  shall  be  received  by  such  survey* 

or,  tor  tbe'yearly  payment  of  which,  he  shal^give  bond 

with  sufllcient  security  to  the  president  and  masters  of 

the  said  college.    He  shall  hold  his  office  during  good 

behaviour;  shall  reside  within  his  county;  and  before 

be  sliall  be  capable  of  entering  upon  the  execution  of 

his  oflice,  shall  before  the  court  of  the  same  county, 

take  aa  oath  and  give  bond  with  two  sufficient  sure*' 

ties,  to  the  governour  ^nd  his  soccessours,  in  such  sum 

as  he^  iviih  advice  of  his  council,  shall  have  directed 

for  the  faithftri  execDtion  of  his  office.      All  deputy 

surveyors  shall  be  nominated  by  their  principals,  who 

shall  be  answerable  for  them,  examined  and  certified 

able  by  the  president  and  masters  of  the  said  college, 

ami  if  of  good  character,  commissioned  by  the  gover<^ 

noor,  and  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  io  one  half  of 

all  fees  received  for  services  performed  by  them  re^ 

spectively,  ater  deducting  the  proportion  thereof  due 

to  the  college.    If  any  principal  surveyor  shall  fail  <a 

nominate  a  sufficient  number  of  deputies  Co  perform 

the  services  of  his  office  in  due  time,  the  court  of  the 

county  shall  direct  what  number  he  shall  nominate, 

and  io  case  of  failure,  shall  nominate  for  him.      And   ^         ^ 

if  any  deputy  surveyor,  or  any  other  on  Ms  behalf,  itiHIfcSlcc^ 

attd  with  his  privity,  shall  pay  or  agree  to  pa>  any 

greater  part  of  the  profits  of  his  office,  sum  of  money 

in  gross,  or  other  valuable  consideration  to  his  prin* 

cipa)  for  his  recommendation  or  interest  in  procuring' 

the  dilatation,  such  deputy  and  principal  shall  be 

thereby  rendered  for  ever  incapable  of  serving  in  such 

office;  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  present  chief  or 

deputy  surveyors  of  the  several  counties  duly  exam-^ 

iiied^  commissioned,  and  qualified  according  to  the 

bpvs  beietpfore  ii|  force,  lo  be  again  ^ommisriosed 
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and  qua]]6ed  under  the  directions  of  thU  act,  nor  in 
Cases  now  depending  before  any  court  within  this  com- 
U>QiM\onSf  monwealtb.      Every  person  having  a  land  warrant 
^yr^tobf     founded  on  any  of  the  before  mentioned  rights,  and 
being  desirous  of  locating  the  same  on  any  particular 
waste  and  nnappropriated  laods,^  shall  lodge  such  war- 
rant with  the  chief  surveyor  of  the  county  wherein  The 
said  lands  or  the  greater  part  of  them  lie,  who  shaU 
sive  a  receipt  for  the  same  if  required.  The  party  shall 
direct  the  location  thereof  so  specially  and  precisely, 
as  that  others  may  be  enabled  with  certainty,  to  lo- 
cate other  warrants  on  the  adjacent  residuum;  which 
location  shall  bear  date  the  day  on  which  h^hall  be 
made,  and  shall  be  entered  by  the  surveyor  in  a  bbok 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  in  which  there  shall  be  left 
no  blank  leaves  or  spaces  between  the  different  entries. 
And  if  several  persons  shall  apply  with  their  warratits 
at  the  office  of  any  surveyor  at  the  same  time  to  make 
entries,  they  shall  be  preferred  according  to  the  pri- 
ority of  the  dates  of  their  warrants,  but  if  such  war-e 
rants.be  dated  on  the  same  day,  the  surveyor  shall 
settle  the  right  of  priority  between  such  persons  by 
Time  for  lot.     And  every  surveyor  shall,  at  the  time  of  making 
^yirvey'm^t     entries  for  persons  not  being  inhabitams  of  his  county, 
a<^t  *I.        appoint  a  time  for  surveying  their  land,  and  give  ncF- 
trce  thereof  in  ivriti ng  to  the  persons  making  the  same. 
And  if  on  such  application  at  his  office,  the  sorveyor 
shall  refuse  to  enter  such  location,  under  pretence  of  a 
prior,  entry  for  the  same  landf^  made  by  some  other 
persons,  he  shall  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the^aid 
surveyor  a  view  of  the  original  of  such  prior  entry  in 
:%o  entry  ad.  his  book,  and  also  an  attested  copy  of  it.    But  it  shall 
mtttedfWith.^  not  be  lawful  for  any  surveyor  to  admit  an  entry  for 
nm^  except  ^^^  '^"^  without  a  warrant  from  ttie  roister  of  the 
for  aettle-     land  office,  except  in  the  particular  case  of  certificates 
ment  rights.  fVom  the  commissioners  of  the  county  for  tracts  of  laod^ 
not  exceeding  four  hundred  acres  allowed  in  consider-^ 
ation  of  settlements,  according  to  an  act  of  assembly, 
entitled  *^  An  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titlea 
of  claimatits  to  unpatented  lands,  under  the  present 
and  foriner  government,  previous  to  the  establishment 
Certain  of  the  commonwealth's  land  office."    No  entry  or  lo* 
tracts  of       ^^tionxifland  shall  be  admitted  within  the  county  and 
c^teZfSm  ^°*'^  ®^  ^^^  Cherokee  Indians,  or  on  the  north  west 
lo^tioo.       side  of  tbe-Obio  riveri  or  on  the  lands  reserved  by  act. 
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or  assembly  fyt  miy  particular  nation  or  tribe  of  fa- 
diaHs,  or  on  the  lands  granted  by  law  to  Ricbard  Hen- 
derson and  company,^  or  in  that  tract  of  country  re-  (*Sc«toL9, 
served  by  resolution  of  the  general  assemblyf  for  the  P*  *^*  ^ 

f  The  resolution  tboTc  alluded  to,  is  in  the  foUowui^  woixU/ 
Saturday  the  l9th  of  December,  1778. 

Mr^Lyne  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  memoridil  of  the 
l^neral  and  field  officers  waa  referred,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee hadj  according  to  order,  had  the  aame  under  their  cott.- 
tideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report  and  come  to  »9venl 
re9o1uiian»tbereiLpun,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  aftei^wards 
delivered  in  at  the  clerks  table  where  the  same  wece  again 
read,  and  itre  as  f olloweth,  viz. 

HetolTfeiif  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  ttiis  committee,  that  a  certain 
tract  of  couatrj  to  be  bounded  by  the  (>reen  river  and  a  south  east 
course  from  the  head  thereof  to  the  Cumberland  mountains,  with 
the.  said  mountains  to  the  Carolina  line,  with  the  Carolina  line  to 
theCherokee  or  Tennessee  river,  with  the  said  river  to  the  Ohio 
river,  and  with  the  Ohio  nver  to  the  said  Green  river,  oucht  to 
l>e  r^tervedfor  supplying  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  VirgK 

finia  line  with  the  respective  proportions  of  land  which  have 
een  or  may  be  assi^ed  to  them  bv  the  gineral  assembly,  cav- 
ing and  reserving  the  land  granted  to  Uichard  Henderson  and 
company,  and  their  legal  rtglits  to  such  per»o<ts  as  have  hereto- 
fore actually  located  l|nds  and  settled  thereof  within  the  bounds 
aforesaid.     . 

Retoived,  Tliat  itis  the  opinion  of  this  commUtee  that  the  said 
officers  and  sofdiers,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  at  libert^r  to  locate 
their  pipportions  of  land  on  any  other  vacant  and  ungranted 
lands  within  thiii  commonwealth.' 

JiesQlwftl  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tids  committee,  that  the  al- 
'owance  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  ovtr  and  above  the  conti- 
nental bounty,  be  gfven  to  all  the  aoldiers  in  the  Vii^inia  line« 
who  have  heretofore  enlisted  or  shall  hereafter  enlbt  for  the 
term  of  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

^fUfctvedf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
Several  commissioned  and  non-commis9.oned  officers  in  the  Vir  • 
gbtia  line  ought  to  have  their  allowance  pf  lands  increased  in  the 
same  proportion  as  that  of  the  soldiers  are  by  the'  preceediJig 
resotntion.  And  whereas  no  proviS!(5t)  hath  been  hitherto  made 
Ibr  the  general  officers; 

Resolved^  That  such  general  officers  who  were  inhabitants  of 
this  state,  be  allowed  the  followihg  proportions  of  land,  upon  the 
same  temM  and  under  the  same  restrictions  with  the  laods  en- 
l^iged  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  raised  in  this  commonwealth, 
tba  is  to  say,  to  the  commander  in  chief  acres, 

ta  every  msjor  general  acres,  and  to  every 

bntr^dier  general  acres. 

The  first  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  upon  the 
qaesiia^  oat  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  the  house.  Ordered,  that 
Mr.  G.  Mason  do  carry  the  same  to  the  senate  and  desire  their 
cnncurrence.  The  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  of  the  said  ?c- 
solntions,  being  read  a  second  time,  were  ordered  to  He  on  the 
Ubie. 

{MS./ottmal  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  October  1778,  six 
pages  from  the  end— the  volume  oot  being  paged.] 
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bifie6t  of  the  troops  lervtiig  in  tbe  present  war,  mod 

bouoded  by  Uie  Green  river  and  a  south  east  course 

ftom  the  head  thereof  to  theCtiRiberlaDd  mountains, 

with  the  said  mountains  to  the  Carolina  line,  with  the 

Carolina  line  to  the  Cherokee  or  Tenesee  river,  vi^ith 

the  said  river  to  tiie  Ohio  river,  and  with  the  Ohio  to 

the  said  Green  river,  until  the  farther  order  of  tbe  ge- 

How  a  chief  "^^^  assembly.    Any  chief  surveyor  having  warrant 

surveyor       for  lands,  and  desirous  to  locate  the  same  on  lands 

may  locmie    wHhjn  bis  own  county,  shall  enter  such  location  be- 

hiaowa  war-  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  jj^^  copnly,  who  shall  return  the  same 

to  his  next  court,  there  to  be  recorded,  and'jhe  said 

surveyor  shall  proceed  to  have  the  survey  made  as 

soon  as  may  be«  and  within  six  months  at  farthest,  by 

some  one  of  his  deputies,  or  if  he  hath  no  depotv,  then 

by  any  surveyor  or  deputy  surveyor  of  an  aojaeent 

^      county,  or  his  entry  shall  be  void,  and  the  land  liable 

to  tbe  entry  of  any  other  person.    Every  chief  survej/K 

•tfrT**^^  bow  ^^  *^*^'  proceed  with  all  practicable  despatch,  to  suf** 

givenf*    ^^  vey  all  lands  entered  for  m  his  office,  and  shall,  if  tbe 

party  live  within  his  county,  either  give  him  personi^ 

notice  of  the  time  at  which  he  will  attend  to  make  such 

survey, .  or  shall  publish  such  notice  by  fixing  an  ad- 

venisement  tliereof  on  the  door  of  the  courthouse  of 

the  county,  on  two  several  court  days,  which  time  so 

'  '  appointed  shall  be  at  least  ^one  month  ai\er  personal 

E(r  t  r  °^^^^^  given,  or  after  the  second  advertisement  so  pub- 

party*/fail.   lished;  and  if  the  surveyor  shall  accordingly  attend, 

iiH^  to  tt-      and  the  party,  or  some  one  for  him,  shall  fail  to  ap* 

tend,  with     p^p  jit  the  time  with  proper  chain  carriers,  and  a  per- 

rieri^Md*      ^"  ^  mark  the  lines,  if  necessary,  his  entry  shall  be- 

marker.       -come. void,  the  land  thereafter  subject  to  the  entry  of 

any  other  person,  and  the  surveyor  shall  retturn  him 

A  Message  from  tbe  Senate  by  Mr.  Cllzey. 

Mr.  Speaker,         ^ 

Tbe  senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  this  house 
fdt  reserving  certain  lands  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  GVeeti 
^  rivers  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  soldiers*  vith  an- amend- 

ment to  which  ihey  desire  the  conourrence  <Mf  thia  house)  and 
then  he  withdrew. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  proposed 
l>y  the  senate*  to  tho  resohitton  for  reserving  certaia  lands  on 
the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Green  riven  for  the  uae  of  the  offi*^ 
cers  and  soldiers,  and  tbe  said  amendment  was  ricad  and  agreed 
to  by  the  house. 

[MS  ilonrnal  of  Hmiae  of  Delegates  of  Oetober  177B,  3rd  and 
>th  p*g€»  from  ^o  end*] 
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f  ^  warrant,  which  ta^y,  dotwMisumdifig^  be  located 
'  anew  upon  any  other  waste  or  unappropriated  lands, 
or  again  upon  the  same  lands  where  it  hath  not,  in  the 
mean  time,  heen  entered  for  by  another  person.  Where  ^yji^nprin^ 
the  chief  surveyor  doth  not  mean  to  survey  himself,  dpAltoSi- 
ht  shall  immediately  after  the  entry  made,  direct  a  de-  «ct  deputy 
poty  surveyor  to  perform  the  duty,  who  shall  proceed  ***  •'"^•J* 
as  is  before  directed  in  the  case  of  the  chief  surveyor. 
The  persons  employed  to  carry  the  chain  on  any  sur-     ckafaheif* 
vey,  shall  be  sworn  by  the  surveyor,  whetli^  principal  riersto  ba 
or  deputy,  to  measure  justly  and  exactly  to  the  best  of  »^<*'»» 
their  abilities,  and  to  deliver  a  true  account  thereof  to 
such  surveyor,  and  shall  be  paid  for  their  trouble  by 

the  party  for  whom  the  survey  is  made.    The  survey*        

or  at  the  time  of  making  the  survey,  shall  see  the  same  ^o^^^JSa** 
bounded  plainly  by  marked  trees,  except  where  a  wa-  and  boynd- 
ter  eourse  or  ancient  marked  line  shall  be  the  boufida-cd. 
ry,  and  shall  make  the  breadth  of  each  survey  at  least 
one  third  of  its  length  in  every  part,  unless  where  such 
breadth  shall  be  restrained  on  both  sides  by  mountains 
unit  for  cokivation,  by  wa\er  cours^,  or  bounds  of 
lands  before  appropriated^     He  shall  as  soon  asit  can  ^^t  andctv* 
conveniently  be  done,  and  within  tliree  months  at  far-  ^'?!l*^%d 
thes*  after  making  the  survey,  deliver  to  his  employer,  how'^inadfli, 
ot  bis  order,  a  fair  and  true  plat  and  certificate  of  such  andditpeied 
survey,  the  quantity  contained,  the  hundred  (where  ^^ 
baodreds  are  established  in  the  county  wherein  it  lies) 
^  courses  and  discriptions  of  the  several  boundaries, 
nataeal  and  artificial,  ancient  and  new,  expressing  the 
proper  names  of  such  natural  boundaries,  where  they 
have  any,  nnd  the  name  of  every  person  whose  former 
Hne  is  made  a  boundary;  and  also  the  nature  of  the 
warrant  and  rigiits  on  whrcb  such  survey  was  made^ 
and  shall  at  the  same  time  redeliver  the  said  warrant 
to  the  party.      The  said  surveyor  may,  nevertheless^ 
detain  the  said  certificates  and  warrants  until  the  pay* 
9ient  of  his  fees.     The  said  plats  and  certificates  shall 
be  examined  and  tried  by  the  said  principal  surveyor, 
Whether  truly  tnade  and  legally  proportioned  as  to 
lengtU  and  breadth,  and  shall  be  entered  frithin  three 
months  at  fartliest  after  the  survey  is  made,  in  a  book 
well  boand,  to  be  provided  by  the  court  of  his  county, 
at  the  county  charge.      And  he  shall  in  the  month  of  JJ^'JJ^ 
iuly  evefy  year,  return  to  the  president  and  professors  JS^J«««w. 
rf  William  and  Mary  college,  and  also  to  the  ctark's  ^^' 

Vol.  X.  H 
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a&ct  of  his  county  court,  a  true  list  of  all  surveys  maaif^ 
by  him,  or  his  deputies,  in  the  preceding  twelve  inonth;i^ 
with  the  names  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  were^  re^ 
C^erkof  ^P^^^^ively  made^  and  the  quantities  contained  ip  eacl^ 
countycouit,  there  to  be  recorded  by  suchxlerk;  and.no  person  af^, 
aodwiprcy-    ter  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  hold  the  office  of 
^!S*^  ^  ^'^''H  of  a  county  court  and  surveyor  of  a  county,  nor 
shall  a  deputy  in  either  office  act  as  deputy  or  chief  ia< 
Penalty  on  the  other.     Any  surveyor,  whether  principal  or  depu- 
surveyora,     ty,  failing  in  any  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  shall  be  lia-^^ 
fot  ne|[lect    ble  to  be  indicted  in  the  general  court,  and  punished 
by  amercement  or  deprivation  of  his  office  andinca* 
pacity.to  take  it  again,  at  the  discretion  of  a  jury,  and 
shall  moreover  be  liable  to  any  party  injured,  for  all- 
t  Surveyor's  damages  he  may  sustain  by  such  failure.  !Cvery,couii« 
^^'*J^    ty  court  shall  once  in  every  year,  and  oflener  if  they 
.  see  cause,  appoint  two  or  more  capable  persons  to  ex'^,- 
amine  the  books  of  entries  and  surveys  in  possession 
of  their  chief  surveyor,  and  to  report  in  what  condi- 
tion and  order  the  same  are  kept;  and  on  his  death  or 
removal,  shall  Jiave  pow^r  to  take  the  same  into  thmr ' 
possession,  and  deliver  them  to  the  succeeding  chief 
PUtandcer-  surveyor.    Every  person  for  whom  any  waste.or  on-- 
tificatea,        appropriated  lands  simll  be  so  located  and  laid  off,.- 
wrturned  to  ****''  Within  twelve  months  at  farthest  after  the  survey- 
laadoffioe.    made,  return  the  plat  and  certificate  of  the  said  ?ar<** 
vey  into  the  land  office,'  together  with  the  warrant  on  .* 
which  the  lands  were  surveyed,  and  may  demand  <^ 
the  register  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  on  failiDg-  to^: 
make  such  return  within  twelve  months  as  aforesaidi^ 
or  if  the  breadth  of  his  plat  be  not  one  third  of  iv^ 
length  as  before  directed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  aoy^ 
other  person  to  enter  a  caveat  in  the  said  land  office^ 
against  the  issuing  of  any  grant  to  him,  expressing; 
Cai»eaof  therein  for  what  cause  the  grant  should  not  issue;  ocy 
caveat.  j^  ^^^  person  shall  obtain  a  survey  of  lands  to  whif^, 

.another  hath  by  law  a  better  right,  the  person  havii^, 
such  better  right,  may  in  like  manner  enter  a  caveat 
to  prevent  his  obtaining  a  grant  until  the  title  can  be 
determined;  such  caveat  also  expressing  the  nature  of 
the  right  on  which  the  plaintiff  therein  claims  th^  said^ 
I'roceediu^  land.  The  person  entering  any  caveat,  shall  take  from 
. upon oaxreata  the  register  a  certified  copy  thereof,  which,  within^ 
ihfice  days  thereafter,  he  shall  deliver  to  the  clerk  of 
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Ac  general  court,  or  such  caveat  shall  become  void; 
Ifcc  said  clerk  on  receiving  the  same,  shall  enter  it  in 
a  book,  and  thereupon  issue  a  summons,  reciting  tlie 
tiase  fbr  which  such  cavedt  is  entered,  and  requiring 
the  defendant  to  appear  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  sue- 
ceding  court  and  defend  his  right;  and  on  such  pro- 
cess being  returned  executed,  the  court  shall  proceed 
tb  determine  the  right  of  the  eau«e  in  a  summary  way, 
without  pleadings  in  writing,  empanueling  and  swear- 
ing  a  jury  for  the  finding  of  such  facts  as  are  material 
to  the  cause,  and  are  not  agreed  by  the  parties;  and 
sbafi  thereupon  give  judgment,  on  which  no  appeal  or 
iMt  oferronr  shall  be  allowed;  a  copy  of  such  judg- 
ment, if  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  being  delivered 
into  the  land  office,  shall  vacate  the  said  caveat;  and  ^^^  c«ve«tfi 
if  iaot  delivered  within  three  months,  a  new  caveat  may  for  what 
tor  that  cause  be  entered  against  the  grant;  and  if  the  ^««et  tU 
sfid  judgment  be  in  favour  of  the  plaintilT,  upon  deli-  ■^^*^- 
vering  the  same  into  the  land  office,  together  with  a 
plat  and  certificate  of  the  survey,  and  also  producing 
a  legah  certificate  of  new  rights  on  his  own  account, 
b^  shaO  be  entitled  to  a  grant  thereof;  but  on  failing 
to  make  such  return  ahd  produce  such  certificates 
within  rix  months  after  jud^ent  so  rendered,  it  shall 
be  iawfii)  for  any  other  person  to  enter  a  caveat  for 
that  caose  against  issuing  the  grant;  upon  which  sub- 
sequent caveats,  such  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are' 
before  directed  in  the  case  of  an  original  caveat;  and 
i6kny  caveat  where  judgment  shall  be  given  for  the  Cfetts,oB  ca. 
d^fhidant,  the  court  shall  award  him  his  costs,  and  ^*•*•• 
aiay  compel  the  plaintifi*  in  any  caveat,  if  they  think 
fit,  to  give  security  tor  costs,  or  on  failure  thereof,  may 
^rniss  his  suit;  and  in  case  the  plaintiff*  in  any  such 
esre^t  shaH  recover,  the  court  may,  if  they  think  it 
reasonable,  award  costs  against  the  defendant;  provi- 
ded that  where  any  lands  surveyed  upon  a  land  war-      Ncwwar- 
falltas  aforesaid,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  judg-  l^^'^^^^, 
memtipon  a  caveat,  be  granted  to  any  other  person  caveat.***^  ' 
than  m  party  claiming  under  such  warrant,  such  par- 
ty shall  be  entitled  to  a  new  warrant  from  the  register 
for  tbe  quatithy  of  land  so  granted  to  another,  reciting  giSelf  in  re^ 
tb^  original  warrant  and  rights,  and  the  particular  latlon'to  c%- 
canse  of  granting  the  new  warrant.    And  to  prevent  change  re- 
Goiiftisioo  and  mistakes  in  the  application,  exchange,  execution  of 
or  renewal  of  warrants,  the  register  of  the  land  office  warrants, 
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is  hereby  directed  and  required  to  leave  a  suffideat 
margin  in  the  record  books  of  his  office,  and  whene- 
ver any  warrant  shall  be  exchanged,  renewed,  or  fi- 
lially carried  into  execution  by  a  grant,  to  note  tlie 
same  in  the  margin  opposite  4o  such  warrant,  with  fo- 
lio references  to  the  grant,  or  other  mode  of  applica* 
tioo;  and  also  to  note  in  the  margin  opposite* to  each 
grant,  the  warrant  or  warrants  and  survey  on  which 
such  grant  is  fotmded,  with  proper  folio  references  to 
WtmnttScthe  books  in  which  the  game  are  recorded.     All  per- 
eertificatet    sons,  as  well  foreigners  as  others,  shall  have  right  to 
<^i^ey  ai-  assign  or  transfer  warrants  or  certificates  of  survey  fwr. 
*^^**^*'       landsy  ^nd   any   foreigner  purchasing  warrants  for 
laAds,   may  locate  and  have  the  same  surveyed,  and 
after  returning  a  certificate  of  survey  to  the  land  office, 
shall  be  allowed  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  eitlter  to 
*  become  a  citizen,  or  to  transfer  his  right  in  such  cer- 
tificate of  survey  to  somecitisen  of  this,or  any  other 
of  the  United  States  of  America.      When  any  grant 
shall  have  been  finally  completed,  the  register  shall 
cause  the  plat  and  certificate  of  survey  on  which  such 
grant  is  founded,  to  be  exactly  entered  and  recorded 
in  well  bound  books,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose 
at  the  publick  cliarge.     Due  returns  of  the  several  ar-* 
tides  herein  before  required  being  made  into  the  land 
office,  the  register,  within  not  less  than  six,  nor  more 
than  nine  months,  shall  make  out  a  grant  by  way  of 
deed  poll  to  the  party  having  right,  in  the  following 
Fono  rf  form:  "  A.  B.  esquire,  governonr  of  the  commonwealth 
gmt,  or  pft»  Qf  Virginia,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come 
'  greeting:  Know  ye  that  in  consideration  of  military  ser- 
vice performed  by  C.  D.  to  this  commonwealth,  &c, 
(or  in  consideration  of  military  service  performed  by 
C.  D.  to  tlie  United  American  States,  or  in  eonsidera-^ 
tion  of  the  sum  of  current  money,  paid 

by  O.  D.  into  the  treasury  of  this  conunonwealth,  &c.). 
there  is  granted  by  the  said  commonwealth  unto  tlu; 
,  said  C.  D.  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  containing 

»  acres,  lying  in  the  county  of  , 

and  hundred  of  ,  &c.  (describing  the  par- 

ticular bounds  of  the  land  and  the  date  of  the  survey 
upon  which  the  grant  issues)  with  its  appurtenances; 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land 
with  its  appurtenances  to  the  said  C.  D.  and  his  heirs 
for  ^ver.     In  witness  whereof  the  said  ^^  R  gover- 
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.Bour  of  the  comnuHi wealth  of  yirgioia^  hath  bereimto 
set  bU  baod,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  coffimoa- 
wealth,  to  be  affixed  at  on  the 

day  of  '  in  the  year  of  oof  Lord 

and :  of  the  coQimonwealth  A.  B. 

Upon  vfaich  grant  the  said  register  shall  endorse  tliat  ^^^  execu. 
the  party  hath  title  to  the  same;  whereupon  it  shall  be  ted,  And  re- 
Mgned  by  the  governour,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  corded. 
eooiKiOBwealth,  and  then  entered  of  record  at  full 
)angtb  in  good  well  bound  books  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose  at  the  publick  expense  and  kept  by  the 
legisteTy  and  being  so  entered,  shall  be  certifi^  to  have 
beett  registered  and  then  be  delivered,  together  with 
die  original  certificate  of  survey  to  the  party  or  bis^ 
.  order.      Wber(e,a  grant  shall  be  made  to  the  heir  or       Grants  to 
assignee  of  a  person  daiming  Mtider  any  of  the  before  l\e5rs  and  w- 
aaentioiied  rights,  the  material  circumstances  of  the  ti-  s'?"^^'* 
^  de  shall  be  recited  in  such  grant:   And  for  preventing 
ha%ty  aod  surreptitious  grants  and  avoiding  contro- 
versies and  expensive  law  suits,  Be  it  enaciedf  That 
no  surveyor  shall  at  any  time  within  m^elvfe  months  ^e  copies*^ 
after  the  survey  made,  issue  or  deliver  any  certificate,  ofpUu  an4 
popy  or  plat  of  land  by  hiin  surveyed,  except  only  to  ccitificAtci 
the  person  or  persons  for  whom  tte  same  was  survey-  ^dlvcrcd.^ 
ed;  or  to  his,  her,  or  their  order,  unless  a  caveat  shall 
have  been  entered  against  a  grant  to  the  person  claim- 
ing under  such  survey,  to  be  proved  by  an  authen^k 
certificate  of  such  caveat  from  the  clerk  of  the  general    , 
court  produced  to  the  surveyor;  and  if  any  surveyor 
shall  presume  to  issue  any  certificate,  copy,  or  plat  as' 
aforesaid,  to  any  other  than  the  person  qr  persons  en- 
titled iher^o,  every  surveyor  so  ofiending  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  party  injured,  his  or  her  legal  repre- 
.  sentatives  or  assigns,  fifty  pounds  current  money  for 
every  hundred  acres  of  land  contained  in  the  survey, 
whereof  a  ceftificate,  copy,  or  plat  shall  be  so  issued, 
or  shall  be  liable  to  the  action  of  the  party  injured  at 
the  common  law  for  his  or  her  damages  at  the  electioii 
of  the  party.      Any  person  pbssessing  high  lands,  tq       8wamiM« 
which  any  .swamp,  marshes,  or  sunken  grounds  are  mawhei,  k 
iMMtigaous,  shall  haye  the  preemption  of  duch  swamps,  ^"^^^ 
inarshes,  or  sunken  grounds  for  one  year,  from  arid  pre«^mption 
^fter  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  if  such  person  shall  of,  in  owners 
not  obtain  a  grant  for  such  swamps,  nsarshes,  or  sunk-  ourhijoS* 
v^  grbuqds  within  t^e  said  year,  then  any  other  per-  la^^^.  ^ 
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&00  vmy  enter  on  and  obtain  a  grant  for  the  sanre  k^ 
the  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  case  of  other  anap**' 
Granufor*  propriated  lands.    But  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
how  obtain,  j^^  construed,  or  exleud  to  give  liberty  to  any  person^ 
to  survey,  take  up,  or  obtain  a^^rant  for  any  swamps,, 
marshes,  or  sunken. grounds  lying  contiguous  to  the* 
high  lands  of  any  feme  covert,  infant  underihe  age  of 
twenty  one  years,  person  not  being  compos  mentis,,  or. 
person  out  of  the  commonwealth,  according  to  the  re* 
gulations  of  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  declaring  who 
.  shall  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,"  but 
all  such  persons  shall-  be  allowed  one  year  aiter  the 
removal  of  their  several  disabilities  for  tlie  preemption  \ 
of  such  lands. 
Sorphis     IV.   And  whereas,  through  the  ignorance^  negH^ 
lands,  within  gence,  or  fraud  of  surveyors,  itniay  happen  that  di ver8^* 
pft^i^,liow  Persons  now  do  or  may  hereafter  hold  withimthe  boosds* 
grants  for    expressed  in  their  patents  or  grants,  greater  quami*t- 
obtained.      ties  of  land  than  ale  therein  mentioned;  for  quieting 
such  possessions,  preventing  controversies,  and  doing 
equal  justice  *to  the  commonwealth  and  its  citiMBs,  Be 
it  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person 
to  enter  for,  survey,  or  take  up,  any  parcel  <^  land' 
held  as  surplus  in  any  pateo,!  or  gi*ant,  except  during 
the  life  time  of  the  patentee  or  grantee^  and  before  any* 
transference,  conveyance,  or  other  alienation  shall  have 
been  made  of  the  lands  contained  in  such  patent  or 
grant,  and  until  the  party  intending,  to  enter  and  take 
V  up  the  same,  shall  huve  given  one  full  years  notice  to  > 
such  patentee  or.  grantee  of  such  his  intentions,  and  int- 
case  such  patentee  or  grantee  shall.not  within  the  ynnty*  - 
obtain  rights  and  sue  forth  a  patent  for  the  surplus 
land  by  hitn  held,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  wiio 
gave  notice  as  aforesaid,  upon  producing  a  certificate 
from  the  cleric  of  due  proof  of  such  notice  before  tbo- 
court  of  the  county  wherein  such  patentee  or  grantee  : 
reside^,  to  demai^l  from  the  register  of  the  land  <^ce,*.  > 
u  warrant  to  the  surveyor  pf  the  county  wherein  sacii* 
lands  lie,  to  resurvcy  at*the  proper  charge  of  the  per- 
son obtaining  such  warrant,  the  whole  tract  within  the 
bounds  of  the  patent  or  grant,  and  upon  such  {persons 
retturni|ig  into,  the  land  office  a  plat  and  certificate  of 
such  resurvey,  together  with  the  warrant  on  which  it 
is  founded,  atKl  obtaining  and  producing  new  righia  - 
for  ^11  the  suiplus  land  found  withjti  the  said  bounds^ 
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be  may  sae  forA  and  obtain  a  new  grant  for  such  snt ' 
ptusy  which  shall  be  granted  to  him  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  waste  or  nnappropriated  lands;  bat  the  former 
patentee  or  grantee  may  assign  snch  surplus  land  in 
anyiHirt  of  his  tract  as  he  shall  think  fit  in  one  entire 
^ece,  the  breadth  of  which  sfaaill  be  at  least  one  third 
of  tiv^  length;  and  in  such  new  grant  there  shall  be  a 
reeital  of  the  original  patent  or  grant,  the  resarvey  of 
which  the  surplus  was  ascertained  and  of  other  mate* 
rial  circumstances. 

V.  Provided  always.  That  if  upon  notice  given  as  ,  ^f^^^y** 
aforesaid,  the  original  patentee  or  grantee  shall  within  unju,tiy 
the  year  resurvey  his  tract,  and  it  be  thereupon  found  Texed. 
that  he  hath  no  more  than  the  quantity  of  land  ex- 
pressed in  his  patent  or  grant,  with  the  allowance  here- 
in alter  menttonedi  the  party  giving  such  notice  shall 

be  liable  to  pay  all  charges  of  such  resurvey,  for  which* 
be  shall  give  sufficient  security  to  the  said  patentee  or 
grantee  at  the  time  of  the  notice,  otilerwise  such  notice 
shall  be  void  and  of  no  eflfect;  and  moreover  for  bis 
unjust  vexation,  shall  also  be  liable  to  an  action  upon 
the  ease  at  the  suit  of  the  party  grieved,  and  that  in  all 
such  new  surveys,  the  patentee  or  grantee  shall  have 
an  allowance  at  the  rate  of  five  acres  in  every  hundred, 
for  the  vaiiadoxi  of  instruments. 

VI.  Jtmd  be  it  enacted,  That  where  any  person  shall    Mcth©d  9f 
find  any  mistake  or  uncertainty  in  the  courses  or  de-  jJJi^^[^?ia 
scrip^oii  of  the  4>ounds  of  his  land,  and  desires  to  rec-  bounds,  wni 
tlfy  the  same,  or  shall  hold  two  or  more  tracts  of  land  obuUiogin^ 
acyoining  to  each  other,  and  is  desirous  to  include  th^m  J^"*'J®  ^^ 
in  one  gram,  he  may  in  either  case,  having  previously 
advertised  his  intentions  and  the  time  of  application, 

at  the  door  of  the  courthouse  on  two  several  court 
days,  and  also  having  given  notice  to  tlie  owners  of  * 
the  adjoinii^  lands,  present  a  petition  to  the  court  of 
the  county  wherein  such  lands  lie,  recjting  the  nature 
and  tnuh  of  the  case,  and  such  court  may,  and  is  here- 
by eaipowered  to  order  the  surveyor  of  their  county 
Co  resarvey  such  lands  at  the  charge  of  the  party,  ac- 
cording to  his  directions  and  the  original  or  autheti- 
tick  4i& papers,  taking  care  not  to  intrude  upon  the 
possessiofls  of  any  other  person,  and  to  return  a  fair 
plat  and  certificate  of  suah  resurvey  into  the  said  court, 
to  be  examined  and  compared  with  the  tide  papers; 
andof  sttch  cwrt  sbal^certif^  that  in  their  opinion  seeh 
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4  fesiipvey  is  just 'and  reasonable,  tfaep«rQr  majrreliHni 

the  same,  together  with  his  niaterial  title  papers  in  the* 

*      land  office,  and  demand  the  register's  receipt  for  them;* 

and  in  case  any  caveat  shall  be  entered  against  hit 

obtaining  a  new  grant  upon  such  resurvey,  the  same. 

proceedings  shall  be  had  therein  as  is  directed  in  the 

case  of  other  caveats,  and  the  general  court  upon  hear- . 

ing  the  same,  may  either  prohibit  such  new  grant,  or 

vacate  the  caveat  as  to  them  shall  seem  just;  but  if  no 

*  caveat  shall  be  entered  within  six  months  after  such 

return,  or  if  a  caveat  shall  be  entered  and  vacated  as. 

aforesaid,  the  party  u^on  producing  new  rights  for 

whatever  surplus  land  appears  to  be  within  the  bounds 

more  than  the  before  mentioned  allowance  of  five  acnes 

for  every  hundred^  may  sue  out  and  obtain  a  new- 

grant  for  such  lands  thereupon,  in  which  shall  be  re« 

cited  the  dates  and  other  materialctrcumstanees  of  the. 

former  title,  and  the  title  papers  shall  be  delivered  by 

,  the  register  to  the"  new  owner.     The  judges  of  the  ge^ 

court  ytil^y  ^^^^  ^<''*''^  ^^^^  ^^^ '"  every  year  and  oftener  if  they 

to  fause       see  caus^,  appoint  two  or  more  capable  persons  to  ex* 

»lan(l  office  to  junine  the  record  books  and  papers  in  the  land  office^ 

^^IcC^ndcQT'  '^"^  report  in  what  condition  and  order  they  are  kept, 

turn'  war.      -who  shall  Compare  all  warrants  of  survey  returned  to 

mnts,  &c.     the  said  office  executed,  with  the  list  of  those  issued 

i;ance4lecl.     ^herefrom,  and  cancel  all  such  as  shall  appear  to  have 

.been  properly  executed  or  exchanged,  an  account  ef 

■which  shall  be  kept  by  the  register,  charging  therein 

those  issued,  and  giving  credit  for  those  caneelled  as 

1 1 puAiircr  to  aforesaid.    The  treasurer  for  the  time  being  shall an- 

^ive  boncl,to  nually  enter  into  bond  with  sufficient  security  to  t)m 

uccount  for    gavemour  in  the  sum  of  ode  hundred  thousand  pouodst 

man^umier  "^^^  *''''^  ^"^^  ^"^  faithful  accounting  for  according  .to 

lUis  "act.        l&w,  all  money  -which  shall  come  to  his  hands  by  viir*> 

tue  of  this  act.  And  that  the  proprietors  of  laads  withr* 

in  this  commonwealth  may  no  loi^r  be  subject  1^ 

any  servile,  feudal,  or  precariotur  tenure,  and  to  pr^« 

rvent  the  danger  to  a  free  state  from  perpetual  revenue^ 

^uitrcntsSt  -B^  »^  macted,  That  the  reservation  of  royal -mines  of 

reservations  quitrents,  and  all  other  reservations  and  conditions  in 

m  the  royal    ^\^  patents  or  grants  of  land  from  the  crown  of  En- 

^tdf  '^^^     gland  or  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  former  govern^ 

fiient,  shall  be^  and  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void; 

and  that  all  lands  thereby  respectively  granted,  shall 

be  held  in  absolute  and  un^onditioQri  property  to  all 
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ifUents  and  purpovses  whatsoever,  in  ihe  same  BMUHitr 
with  the  latids  bereaAer  to  be  granted  by  tbe  coiiudob* 
wealth  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and  no  petitioii  for  lapsed  ^^^1^^ 
latKl  shiali  be  admitted  or  received  for  or  on  account  of  g^^^^^^ 
tay  failure  or  for&ttore  whatsoever,  alledged  to  have 
been  made  or  incurred  after  the  twenty  ninth  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  oor  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  five.    And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 
That  be  or  she  be  adjudged  a  felon  and  not  have  the  for^l^Sind 
benefit  of  clergy,  who  shall  steal,  or  by  other  nieans  warrant,  lic 
take  from  the  possession  or  custody  of  another,  aay  ^^  ke«piif 
Wttfram  from  the  register  of  theTland  office  of  this  com-  ment*for 
mmweaUh,  to  authorize  a  survey  of  waste  and  anap-  coonteifeit* 
proprtated  lands;  or  who  shall  alter,  erase,  or  aid  or  '^jg  ^^^  re- 
aemt  in  the  alteration  or  erasement  of  any  such  war-  *?*I*''Vjs 
nmt^  or  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  aid,  abet,  or  assist  in  ony^,  wUkaut 
forging  or  coomerfeittng  any  wTitten  or  printed  paper,  ttltify. 
putpdrdng  to  be  such  warrant;  or  who  shall  transfer 
to  tbcf  use  of  another,  or  for  his  or  her  own  use,  pre- 
sent dt  eaase  to  be  presented  to  the  register  for  the  ex- 
change  thereof,  or  to  a  surveyor  for  the  execution  ihet^ 
a(^  day  such  warrant  or  paper  purporting  to  be  such 
warrant,  knowing  the  same  so  trans^red  or  present* 
ed  for  the  exchange  or  the  execution  thereof  to  be  sto- 
len, or  by  other  means  taken  from  the  possession  or 
euaody  of  another,  or  altered  or  erased,  or  forged  or 
Goanuirfttted;  and  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  a  <elbn 
and  Inot  fat»re  the  benefit  of  clergy,  who  shall  falsely 
make  or  coutklerfeit,  or  aid,  abet,  or  assist,  in  safely 
keeping  Or  couaterfetting  any  instrument  stamping  an 
ta^>ressidR  in  the  figure  and  likeness  of  the  seal  offici* 
ally  ustd  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  or  who  shall 
liave  in  his  or  her  poss^siofi  or  custody  such  instru- 
ment,' and  shall  wilfitily  conceal  the  same,  knowing  it 
ta  be  falsely  made  or  coonterfeited.     So  much  of  alt  ^  1*ep**l  «* 
fcrmer  acts  of  assembly  as  concern  or  relate  to  the  en-  ^^^-^ 
teikig,  taking  up,  or  seating  laads^  or  direct  the  mode 
•^f  \ifoceediiig  in  any  case  provided  for  by  this  act, 
shtrtl  be,  and  are  hereby  repealed. 


Vol.  X, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


dfi  .  LAWS  C*  VI^CBW14,       /   . 

CHAP.  XIV. 

{chMi. Kcr,  An  act  concemingescheaU  and  Jbv 
^  ^^"^  feilures  from^rituh  subjects. 

l*reftmble.  L  WHEREAS  diMring  the  connection  which  sob^ 

listed  between  the  now  United  Slates  of  America  anif 
the  other  parts  of  the  British  empire,  and  their  siibr- 
jection  to  one  comnton  prinee,  the  inhabitants  of  ei'- 
[flee  vtiK  9,  ^^P  P^i't  had  all  the  rights  of  natnral  born  snlyects  m 
P.S77.— St:e  the  Other,  and  so  migiit  lawfully  take  and  bold  real 
Oode^of  1819  V^^f\y^  ^^^  transmit  the  same  by  descent  to  their 
p.  41^486]  heirs  iri  fee  simple,  which  could  not  be  done  by  mere 
alieos;  and  the  inhabitants  on  each  part  had  accord*^ 
Ingly  acquired  real  property  in  the  ether,  and  in  lik# 
manner  had  acquired  personal  property,  which  by  their 
common  laws  mighc  hit  possessed  by  any  other  thaa 
an  alien  enemy  and  transmitted  to  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators; but  when  by  t4ie  tyrannies  of  that  prince^ 
and  the  open  hostilities  committed  by  bis  armies  and 
dufojects  inhabitants  of  the  other  parts  of  his  dominioosi 
on  the  good  people  of  the  send  United  States,  they, 
were  obliged  to  wage  war  in  defence  of  their  rights, 
and  finally  to  separate  themselves  from  the  rest  of  the 
British  empire,  to  renounce  all  subjection  to  their  coair 
mon  prince,  and  to  become  sovereign  and  independent 
states,  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  otlier  parts  of  the 
British  empire,  became  aliens  and  enemies  to  the  said 
states;  and  as  such  incapable  of  holding  the  propeisty^ 
real  or  personal  so  acquired  therein,  and  so  mnek 
thereof  as  was  within  tbb  commonwealth  became. by 
the  laws  vested  in  the  eonnnonwealth.  Nevertbeleos 
the  general  assembly,  though  provoked  by  the  exaia« 
pie  of  their  enemies  to  a  departure  from  that  genero^i- 
sity  which  so  honourably  distinguishes  the  dviliftd 
nations  of  the  present  age,  yet  desirous  to  conduet 
themselves  with  moderation  and  temper  by  an  act 
passed  at  their  session  in  the  year  1777,  took  measnrte  - 
for  preventing  what  had  been  the  property  of  British 
subjects  within  this  commonwealth  from  waste  and  de- 
struction, by  putting  the  same  into  the  hands  and  un* 
der  the  management  of  commissioners  afqiointed  for 
that  pui'posc,  that  so  it  might  be  in  their  power  if  reor 
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Mnable,  at  a  future  day,  to  restore  to  the  former  pro- 

|rietors  the  fail  valoe  thereof. 

11.  Aud  whereas  it  is  found  that  the  said  properly  is  British  pro- 

fitble  to  be  hsL  wasted,  and  impaired  without  greater  Pf  ^^  veated 
_       .         •      I         IS-  /•     •   •  I  t         .    **>  "le  com* 

attention  in  the  officers  oi  civil  goverument,  than  is  moNweaiUi 

consistent  with  the  discharge  of  their  publick  duties;  hye$cheatk 
and  that  from  the  advanced  price  at  which  the  same  ^®''''**"*^* 
WMld  now  sell,  it  may  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fermer  owners,  if  the  same  should  be  restored  to  them 
hereafter,  or  to  the  publick  if  not  so  restored,  that  tlie 
sate  tiiereof  should  take  place  at  this  time,  and  the  pro- 
cied|  be  lodged  in  the  publick  treasury,  subject  to  the 
Atiire  direction  of  the  legislature:  Be  it  therefore  enact'- 
eSby-^  €hneral  Assembly^  That  so  much  of  the  act 
before  mentioned  as  may  be  supposed  to  have  sus» 
peniled  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  escheat  and  for- 
Aitare,  shall  be  hereby  repealed,  and  that  all  the  pro- 
i^lfrty  real  and  personal  within  this  commonwealth,  be- 
longing at  this  time  to  any  British  subject,  or  which 
did  belong  to  any  British  subject  at  the  time  such  es- 
dfeat  or  forfeiture  may  have  taken  place,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  vested  in  the  commonwealth;  the  lands, 
daves,  and  other  real  estate  by  way  of  escheat,  and  the 
personal  estate  by  forfeiture.      The  govornour  with  Procced*mp^ 
the  advice  of  council  so  far  as  theur  information  will  ^^J^'*"'^*^^' 
eaable  tfaem,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  tax  within 
Aar  several  counties  aided  by  their  assessors,  shall 
iblPtfawfth  institute  proper  proceedings  of  escheat  and 
fiirfeicare  for  all  such  property  real  and  personal,  in         -   -^  . 
vWefe  Ibey  shaH  be  advised  and  assisted  by  the  seve- 
r^attoini^s  for  the  commonwealth.     Where  any  office  office  found 
iB>the  cases  before  mentioned,  shall  be  found  for  the  for  common- 
oolBnionwealth  and  returned  to  the  general  court,  't^^prope^^^ 
shU)  remain  there  but  one  month  for  the  claim  of  any  absoiiiiely.  ^ 
ftt^etiSm^  right  to  the  estate;  and  if  within  that  time 
iKl^ich  elaim  be  made,  or  being  made,  if  it  be  found 
airdAiscnssed  for  the  commonwealth,  the  title  of  the 
atrner  to   such  estate  real  or  personal,  shall  be  for 
ewet  Uhred,  but  may  be  afterwards  asserted  as  to  the 
money  proceeding  from  the  sale  thereof,  with  equal  ^^^  '^fi^  *<' 
fence  and  advaxitage  as  might  have  been  to  the  thing  ^^n^m 
itieK^'adid  sadi  *ftiither  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  sale  of  pro- 
aafcing  sale  of  the  right,  dtle,  claim,  and  interest,  le-  pcrtv,  ro«y 
gal  ^Loa  equitable,  of  any  British  sobject  in  and  to  the  wlrts^rt- 
i^nds  so  fennd,  in  parcels  not  greater  than  four  hun-  cd. 
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dred  acres  (to  lie  described  by  thie  comtnissioBers  here* 
after  mentioned,  and  measured  and  marked  by  tiM?teff 
and  bounds  by  a  surveyor  where  they  shall  Ibink  it 
necessary)  and  in  and  to  the  otiipr  party  as  in  otlier 
cases  of  escheat  and  forfeiture,  save  only  that  the  ^o- 
vernour  with  advire  of  council,  for  every  such  sate, 
Commkiion   ^^*^'  appoint  two  commissioners  to  superintend  and 
CIS  ot  sale,     controul  the  proceedings  of  the  said  escheatof,  wHich 
commissioners  shall  be  sworn  to  use  their  best  endea- 
vours to  have  the  estate  to  which  iheir  trust  extet^ds^ 
sold  to  the  best  advantage.      The  sard  sales  shall  be 
«JS**tld  ^  for  ready  money  to  be  paid  to  the  escbeator,  whtt  shall 
^     *.    retain  thereof  three  per  centum  on  the  first  thoursand 
pounds  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  such  estate,  and 
one  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  remainder  fcm  his 
trouble.      His  certificate  of  such  payment  in  the  case 
A^^^'*^^  of  lands,  and  of  the  person  purchasing,  to  the  register. 
24r^^*'     of  the  land  ofiice,  shall  entitle  the  purchaser  to  a  grant 
of  the  said  lands,  free  and  fully  exonerated  from  all 
the  rights,  title,  claim,  and  interest,  legal  and  equita- 
ble, of  any  British  subject  thereto;  and  also  from  the 
-     right,  title,  claim,  and  interest  of  all  and  every  person 
cscSated^'  whatsoever,  by  or  under  any  deed  of  mortgage,   the 
lands*  h'>w    equity  of  redemption  whereof  had  not  been  foreclosed 
obttined.       at  the  time  of  the  sale,  but  such  mortgages,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  may  nevertheless  afterwards  assert'  their 
claim  and  title  to  the  money  proceeding  from  the'  sale 
thereof,  with  eqnal  force  and  advantage  as  they  might 
#roeeeditigt  have  done  to  the  land  itself  before  such  sale.     If  the 
W^Miifc  ea-     said  escheator  shall  fail  to  pay  the  said  momy  int(» 
dcSi^u«nc*'  ^^^  hands  of  the  treasurer  within  a  reasonable  time  at 
^  ter  any  such  sale  (which  reasonable  time  shall  b^  ac- 

counted one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  such  sale  was 
distant  from  the  publick  treasury,  and  twenty  days  of 
grace  in  addition  thereto)  he  shall  pay  interest  there^ 
on  from  the  time  of  the  said  sale,  at  the  rate  of  tuetitv 
per  centum  per  annum;  and  moreover  it  shall  be  law'«> 
fill  for  the  auditors  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  anjr  ge-^ 
ncral  court,  or  at  any  court  to  be  held  for  the  county 
wherein  such  property  was  sold,  after  the  eicpiratkm 
of  the  time  allowed  for  payment,  to  obtath  judgment 
on  motion  agjunst  such  escheator,  his  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  for  the  principal  sum  and  such  m^ 
t^rest,  together  with  costs. 
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And  for  the  infermation  or  tbe  audttprs,  tht  com* 

missioaers  of  the  sale  shall  immediately  on  such  sale, 

certify  to  whom  and  for  how  much  such  sale  was 

made,  and  Cransqait  such  certificate  by  some  safe  and 

^  early  conveyance  to  the  auditors,  which  certificate 

>  shall  be  legal  evidence  against  such  escheator.    The 

auditors  shall  allow  the  commissioners  so  appointedi  ^^^^^^'^^ 
^  tb^  expenses  of  the  surveys  by  them  directed  and  made^ 


tiod  Qtber  their  reasonable  expenses;  and  such  com- 
pensation for  their  trouble  as  to  them  shall  seem  pro* 
per.     Where  the  commissioners  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  will  be  more  to  the  interest  of  the  owner  or  pub* 
.  Jick,  that  possession  of  such  property,  real  or  perso* 
nail  should  be  retained  for  finishing  and  removing  a 
cropf  or  other  purpose,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to 
stay  the  possession  as  it  now  is  until  the  sixth  day  of 
D^^ember  next,  and  in  sucfl  cases  postpone  the  sale 
of  ,the  slaves,   tools,  and  other  personal  propertVi 
necessary  for'^tbeir  subsistence,  and  making  the  said 
crop^  until  the  said  sixth  day  of  December.      The 
money  for  which  such  property  was  sold  being  paid  e-^jT to  l!e" 
into  ibe  pubiick  treasury,  and  all  expenses  allow- ^xteaded  ia 
^d  and  deductions  made,  the  balance  thereof  shall  be  tobAeoo,how 
extended  in  nett  tobacco,  at  the  market  price  as  the  «»^»ni*ted. 
saou^  ^hall  be  estimated  on  oath  by  the  grand  jury  of 
the  succeeding  general  court,  and  such  balance  of  to- 
bacco shall  be  considered  in  future  as  the  true  mea- 
sure pf  retribution  to  be  made  to  the  individuals  inter- 
ested;, if  retribution  be  made,  and  in  such  case  shall  be 
rep^ud  to  them  by  the  pubiick  in  quantity  and  kind.      • 
Tbe  duties  which,  under  this  act,  are  to  be  performed   I'utr  ef  «§. 
by?s«  escheator  in  the  s^everal  counties  of  this  common-  ^***J2«- 
wealth,  not  being  within  the  territory  commonly  call-  »4^tlw 
«d  the  Northern  Neck^  shall  in  th(s  counties  within  MottbeM 
that  leiTitory  be  performed  by  the  slierifi*of  such  coun-  ^.tf^^ 
ties  respectively,  which  sberifi* shall  have  the  same  pow-  ■"*""* 
ets,  he  entitled  to  the  same  allowances,  and  subject  to 
the  same  penalties,  conditions,  and  legal  proc^ioga 
as  esebeators  are  in  the  other  cqiinties. 

UL  And  for  preventing  doubts  who  shall  be  deem-  .*'*^*^J?^' 
ed  Bryti^^  sulgects  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  Jij^  wwn- 
%»-  herebfd^cred  ami  enacted^  That  (first)  all  persona 
subjects  nf  bis  Britannick  majesty,  wno,  on  the  nine* 
teentb  day  of  April,  in  the  year  177S,  when  hostilitiea 
%ere  commenced  at  Lexington,  between  the  United 
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StftteJ;  of  America  and  the  otlier  parU  of  lheSl*t^i 
empire,  were  resideot  or  foliowing  ibeir  vocaivons  Uv 
any  part  of  the  world,  other  than  the  said  United 
States,  and  have  not  since,  either  entered  into  publick 
employment  of  the  said  states  or  joined  the  same,  and' 
^,  .by  overt  act  adhered  to  them;  and  (^seci^ndly)  all  such 

subjects,  inhabitants  of  any  of  tlie  satd  United  Soiteii^ 
ai6  were  out  of  the  said  slates  on  the  same  day,  and' 
have  since  by  overt  act  adhered  to  the  enemies  of  th4 
said  states;  and  (thirdly)  all  tnhabilantB  of  the  said 
states,  who,  after  the  same  day  and  before  the  com^ 
^  mencemecH  of  the  act  of  general  assembly^  entiiled 

*•  An  act  declaring  what  shall  be  treason,"  depart* 
ed  from  the  said  states  and  joined  the  subjects  of 
his  Rritannick   majesty,   of  their  own  free  witl^  or 
who,  by  any  county  court  within  this  commonwealth, 
were  declared  to  be  British  subjects,  within  tlie  mtan^ 
ing  and  operation  of  the  resolution  of  the 'general  as^ 
sembly  of  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  1776,  for 
enforcing  the  statute  staple,  shall  be  deemed  Britisli 
Yfoptaty  in  subjects  within  the  intention  of  this  act.     But  this  act 
^•'♦^>«l**'      shall  not  extend  to  debts  due  to  British  subjects,  and 
iTptTdoln*"  payable  itito  the  loan  office  according  to  the  act  of 
c»f  tbis  act.     general  assembly  for  sequestering  British  property;  nor 
take  effect  on  any  lots  of  land  within  the  town  of  Rich* 
iitond,  as  the  limits  of  the  said  town  nbw  are,  or  shall 
beat  the  lime  of  the  inquest  found,  which  by  the  di* 
rectors  of  the  publick  buildings  ahall  be  included  with- 
ih  the  squares  appropriated  for  such  building^,  further 
than  that  an  offcre  shall  be  found  as  to  such  lots  of 
land,  and  the  estimated  value  thereof  be  disposed  of 
hereafter  as  the  priccf  would  have  been  by  this  act,  had 
they  been  exposed  to  publick  sale;  nor  on  any  other 
swch  lots  witlitn  tins  same  town,  whether  held  in  seve- 
ralty by  any  Briti^  sabp»ct  or  sabjects,  or  by  a  citi-  - 
zen  or  citizens  and  a  British  subject  op'sub|«cts,  as  joint 
tenants  or  tenants  in  common,  which  shall  by  the  said  ' 
directors  be  declared  proper  for  the  imblick  use,  unttt" 
.  buildings  be  erected  •rt  the  squares- before  mentioned,^ 
cfxcepl  that  an  office  shall  be  (band  as  to  the  interest 
of  any  British  subject  in  suoh  lots,  ^nd  such  interest 
estimated  by  the  same  jury  which  found  the  otiice,  and 
at  tlie  same  time,  as  also  the  interest  therrin  of  any  ci- 
tfzen  who  is  joint  tenant  or  tenant  in  common  with 
sttch  British  sulyect,  md^tfae  l^ainv  ttf  llho  interest  of* 
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6ttdi^ilisui  simil  be  paid  to  bim,  in-Kke  mMiiier  as  ig 
directed  m  the  case  of  squares  of  groond  approprialed 
fa  the  publick  faoildings  by  an  act  passed  at  this  pre- 
sent session  of  assembly,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
iDovai  of  the  seat  of  governanent,"  and  the  valtie  of 
the  interest  of  any  such  British  subject  sbati  be  dis- 
posed of  hereafter  as  the  price  would  have  been  by 
tMs.acti  had  they  been  exposed  to  publick  sale,«  and 
^  property  in  sucb  lots  shall  be  vested  in  uik.*  cuui- 
monwealth;  provided  that  the  estates  real  and  personal  ^.^0*"°"^*'' 
ef  «icb  British  subjects  who  have  wives,  widows,  or  wive*  and 
chifatreii,  residiag  within  this  state,  shall  be  appiopria-  children. 
ted  as  follows:    Such  estates  where  tliere  h  a  widow  ^'- 

and  no  children,  shall  be  subject  to  the  widnu  's  dow-  "^  •^' 

6f;»  where  a  wife  and  no  child,  to  the  like  claim;  but 
whfiie>a  wife  and  child,  or  child  and  no  wife,  the  whole 
of  the  estate  belonging  to  such  British  subject  shi^ 
be  wiiliottt  the  perview  of  this  act.  The  residue  of  any 
estate  not  appropriated  as  hereby  directed,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  dispositions  of  this  act. 


CHAR  XV. 

Ah  act  for  more  effectually  supplying 
the  officers^  soldiers^  and  sailors  of 
the  commonwealth  with  the  articles 
necessary  for  their  camforlable  ac^ 
commodation. 

WHEREAS  the  several  acts  of  assembly  heretofore  Preaable. 
passed  for  siippiyiug  at  certain  prices,  the  troops  of 
this  comuionvvealih,  with  the  necessary  articles  therein 
ipecilied,  have  from  fraud,  neglect,  or  other  causes, 
been  rendered  inefleciual;  for  remedy  whereof.  Be  it 
enacted  by  the  General  JJssenMtfy  That  the  governour,     MiUtEryt- 
with  ihe  advice  of  tlie  council  may,  and  he  is  hereby  ^*"JJj^J^^ 
empowered  and  required  to  appoint  an  agent  for  the  ^^    ' 
(roop<i  of  this  commonwealth  in  continental  servicoi,  to 
attend  and  continue  with  the  said  troops  for  supplying   ''dooiBD"* 
tljem  with  such  necessary  articles  as  shall  be  fiirnished  ^^j^/**** 
ihy  virtue  of  this,  er  any  other  act  of  assemblyy  and  re- 
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cciving  from  them  the  itiDUfy  for  which  the  ^nie'sAMilt 
be  sold  J  who  shall  be  accountable  to  the  board  of  trad^ 
for  all  goods  or  effects  cominitted  to  his  charge;  shaM 
give  bond,  with  suflScient  security,  in  such  penalty  %% 
shall  be  required  by  the  governour  and  council,  for 
the  faithful  eKecution  of  his  office,  and  shall  be  enti* 
tied  lo  icccivu  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  per 
antiuin,  and  also  allowed  to  draw  such  rations  and  f^ 
rage  us  are,  or  may  be  allowed  a  major  in  the  conti-* 
nental  army.      And  be  it  farther  enacted^   That  the 
Bomrdof  \var  board  of  war  shall,  and  they  arc  hereby  required,  from 
time  to  time,  to  make  out  schedules  or  lists  of  all  such 
articles  as,  according  to  the  said  former  acts  of  asseni'* 
biy,  they  shall  judge  hecessary  for  the  comfortable 
accommodntiou  of  all  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors, 
of  this  commonwealth,  either  on  the  continental  or 
Mate  establishment,  distinguishing  the  articles  or  per* 
tioii  thereof  allotted  to  the  troops  in  the  different  de* 
partments,  or  at  the  different  posts,  and  deliver  coplM 
to  the  board  of  trade,  who,  having  previously  laid  th^ 
requisition  before  the  governour   and  council,  sballf 
and  they  are  hereby  required,  as  sooii  as  possible,  ta 
Board  of  cause  the  same  to  be  purchased  or  procured,  and  sa 
soon  as  any,  or  the  whole  of  such  articles  «hall-have 
been  procured,  they  shall,  together  with  an  invin€e«, 
and  the  prices  at  which  they  are  to  be  sold,  cause  such 
of  them  as  are  fntended  for  the  officers,  soldiers,  or 
sailors,  witiiin  this  commonwealth,  to  be  deliverifd  to 
the  respective  agents  appointed  by  the  said  board  of 
trade  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  stale  in  that 
department,  who  shall  give  receipts  and  be  aceounta* 
ble  to  the  board  of  trade  for  the  same,  and  shall  retail 
and  deliver  them  at  the  said  prices  to  the  said  officers^ 
soldier#,  and  sailors,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
How  trant.  board  of  war;  and  the  said  board  of  trade  shall  send 
forward,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  they,  with  the 
board  of  war  shall  judge  best,  siich  portions  of  the  said 
goods  as  shall  be  allotted  to  the  troops  at  distant  posts, 
whether  within  or  without  the  commonwealth;  and  with 
eVery  parcel  of  goods  to  be  so  forwarded,  shaTI  send 
some  confidential  person  to  deliver  the  same,  t6gether 
with  an  exact  invoice,  and  the  prices  at  which  they  are 
to  be  sold,  either  to  the  agent  for  this  commonwealth 
in  the  continental  army,  or  to  the  agent  at  the  post  fa 
trhidi  th^  shall  be  respectively'  ofderedi  and  ^i'^ 
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tMare  ef  the  case  Biay  requirty  who  sha))  take  saell 
agents  receipt  for  the  same,  to  be  returned  to,  and 
lodged  with  the  board  of  trade.     And  where  any  guch  Inyolcet  tad 
goods  shaJJ  be  delivered  to  the  agent  for  this  common-  J^J^^"  loi'** 
wealth  in  the  continental  army,  a  copy  or  duplicate  of  g^odt. 
the  invoice  and  prices  shall   also  be  delivered  to  such 
of  the  brigadier  generals  of  the  Virginia  line  as  shall 
be  present,  (or  to  the  next  commanding  officer  of  the 
brigades;  and  where  any  sUch  goods  shall  be  delivered 
lo  the  agent  in  any  other  department,  a  copy  or   du- 
plicate of  the  invoice  and  prices  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  the  post  to  which  they  are 
ordered* 

.  The  said  agent  in  the  continental  army,  as  well  as      Accoaat%. 
tjie  agents  in  the  other  departments,  shall  once  a  year,  J^^^ 
a^  oftener  if  required,  settle  with  the  board  of  trade 
afair  acgoant  of  all  the  goods  respectively  committed 
ta  their  charge,  and  produce  vouchers  for  their  proper 
application  and  disposmon,  and  their  necessary  dis* 
bursements  therein,  whereupon  the  said  board  may, 
and  they  ai«  hereby  required  to  certify  the  settlement 
oCsacli  accounts  to  the  publick  auditors;  that  the  ba- 
lance due  thereon  may  be  paid  to,  or  received  from  the 
treasurer  in  the  same  manner  as  ih  other  publick  ac- 
counts^     And  if  any  such  agent  shall  fail  to  make  up 
Iftis  ac<u>.unt  within  thirty  days  after  the  year  shall  be 
expired,  or  having  rendered  his  account,  shall  neglect 
Of  refuse  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  the  balance  which 
3baU  be  due  from  him  thereon,  it  shall  and  may  be 
IfUifful  for  the  treasurer  to  give  such  defaulter  ten  days 
previous  notice,  and  thereupon  to  have  judgment  en- 
tered in  the  general  court  lor  the  whole  penalty  of  his 
bondy-and  upon  such  judgment,  to  proceed  to  execu- 
tion as  in  other  cases  for  publick  debts.     All  charges 
^ccraing  from  the  execution  of  this  act,  shall  be  de- 
4^yed  by  the  publick  upon  the  like  settlements  ^nd       < 
wtifipat^  from  the  board  of  trade  to  the  auditors. 

Z^id  tbat  the  board  of  war  may  be  more  regularly        Xhiiy  cf 
and^ttUy  informed  of  the  wants  of  the  officers  and  sol-  board  of  war 
(Usn,  thev  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  cor-  jnj.*JJ'^{J*^ 
i^pond,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  continental  board  „^y. 
^^war»  ai)d  the  general  or  commanding  officers  at  the 
$fvreral  posts  where  the  troops  of  this  commonwealth 
s^y  be  stationed*  concerning  the  clothing  and  other 
implies  necessary  for  their  accommodation.    AH  let* 
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ters  respiectjng  such  correspondence  and  regular  rt- 
-  ports  of  their  proceedings  from  the  said  boards  of  war 
and  trade,  shall  be  laid  before  the  governour  an<| 
council,  from  time  to  time,  for  their  advice  and  in- 
struction therein^ 


CHAP.  XVI. 


[Fpom  jievi^  An  act  for  the  annual  appointment  of 
frf^cha'J.  delegates  to  Congress. 


X.p.9i] 


Members  of 
congresS] 


BH  it  enacted  by  the.  General  Assembly,  That  at  tbe 

first  session  of  every  general  assembly,  there  shall  be 

wh?n  and     chosen  bj^  joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  «even  persons  to 
how  elected,  act  as  delegates  for  this  common^^ealth  in  general 
congress,  from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next 
ensuing  the  said  election  for  the  term  of  one  year* 
Four  of  the  said  delegates  at  the  least  shall  be  alfvaya 
Four  alt^aya  at  congress  during  its  sessions;  the  majority  of  those 
to  attend,      present  shall  give  the  vote  of  this  commontvealth,  pro- 
vided there  be  present  three  at  the  least,  otherwise  they 
shall  give  no  vote;  if  they  shall  not  by  agreement 
among  themselves,  to  be  stated  in  writing,  otherwise 
settle  the  portions  of  the  year  during  Which  each  mem- 
ber shall  attend,  so  jis  to  keep  up  a  constant  attendance 
of  four  at  the  least,   then  they  shall  serve  as  follows, 
of  i-  ^°  ^^*^*  ^^^  ^^^^  member  in  the  nomination  shall  serve 
tendance.* "  during  the  months  of  November,  December,  January, 
February*  June,  July,  and  August.    The  second,  du- 
ring the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  Aprils 
May,  Septemfaen  and  October,      The  third,  during 
the  months  of  November,  December,  March,  April, 
May,  September,  and  October.      The  fourth,  during 
'  the  months  of  November,  December,  January,  Feb- 
ruary, June,  July,  and  August.    The  fifth,  during  tlie 
montlis  of  February,  March,  April,  July,  August, 
September,   and  October.      The  sixth,  ,during  the 
montlis  of  JNovember^  December,  January,  May,  June, 
July  and  Augnst.     And  the  seventh^  during  the  months 
or.gibTe.   "^'  of  March,  April,  May,  June,  September,  and  October, 
No  member  shall  be  capable  of  being  a  delegate  for 
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more  than  three  years  in  any  term  of  sU  years,  taking 
into  account  as  well  the  past  as  future  time.      Any  rf       How  rr- 
the  said  delegates  shall  be  subject  to  be  removed  at  "»o'^«**»'*'- 
any  time  within  the  year,  by  the  joint  vote  of  both 
houses,  and  thereon,  or  in  case  of  the  death,  resig- 
nation, or  refusal  to  act,  of  any  such  delegate,  they 
shall  proceed  to  choose  another  to  serve  in  his  stead, 
and  during  his  term,  and  each  of  the  said  delegates 
shall  receive  from  the  treasurer  the  sum  of  forty  dol*  wngea. 
lars  for  every  day  he  shall  be  at  congress,  or  for  at- 
tendinjf  the  committee  of  the  states,  and  a  dollar  for 
everv  mile  travelling  to,  or  returning  from  either,  with 
bis  ferriages.     If  any  person  holding  any  office  under  office,  under 
fbe  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  legislative,  executive,  sute^notTa. 
or  judiciary,  be  appointed  a  delegate  10  congress,  such  ^»^*^  ^y  •?* 
6ffice  sbaH  not  thereby  be  vacated.    The  delegates  to  ^.I^J^*? 
oan^ress  to  be  chosen  during  this  present  session  of 
tttsembly^  in  lieu  of  those  who  have  resigned,  or  shall 
resign,  together  with  those  remaining  in  office,  shall 
be  continued  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  voting,  and 
entitled  to  the  same  allowances  as  are  before  stated  in 
ease  of  the  members  to  be  annually  chosen. 


CHAP.  XVIL 

An  act  to  amend  an  actj  entitled  An 
act  for  revimng   several  publick 
.    warehouses  for  the  inspection  ofto^ 
.  hacco. 

WfiEREAS  it  has  been  represented  that  the  act  of  Preamble, 
general  assembly  uow  in  force  for  regulating  the  pub- 
litk  Warehouses  for  inspection  df  tobacco,  is  in  many 
respects  defective,  and  the  allowances  therein  made  to 
the  proptietors  of  warehouses,  inspectors,  and  others, 
A!^  inadequate  to  their  services;  and  that  many  and 
grievous  exactions  are  made  upon  the  people  of  this 
commonwealth,  by  persons  attending  at  the  warehou*^ 
^  for  remedy  whereof,  Be  ii  tnnettd  by  tht  General 
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jSfBsembly,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  aoi 
In^eotors*  ih^re  shall  be  paid  to  the  inspectors  (m  lieu  of  theif 
^^'  former  salaries  and  allowances)  two  dollars  for  ev^ry 

hogshead  of  tobacco  which  tl)ey  shall  pass  as  good  and 
merchantable;  one  dollar  for  every  4iogehead  whicfc 
they  shall  refuse  upon  ini^pecting  the  same,  to  be  paid 
\)y  tlie  proprietor;  five  dollars  for  every  hogshead  which 
shall  be  repriced,  for  reprizing  and  nails,  to  be  paid 
by  the  person  receiving  the  same,  in  lieu  of  six  shil^ 
Ungs  allowed  by  a  former  act  of  assembly;  and  the 
sum  of  six  dollars  for  ©very  hogshead  priiecbup  and 
exchanged  for  transfer  notes;  the  payment  of  ten  shiU 
lings  per  hogshead  on  all  tobacco  prized  up  to  ceas^ 
and  determine;  and  one  dollar  for  every  hogsiiead  of 
tobacco  which  shall  be  delivered  for  exportation,  t« 
Thdr  books  ^  P^'^  ^7  ^^®  shipper  to  the  inspectors  delivering  th^ 
;to  be  ahrays  same.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the-books  dt« 
•dpen*  reeled  to  be  kept  by  the  inspectors,  wherein  sttaH  ht 

set  down,  an  account  of  all  tobacco  received,  i*eftisecl 
or  shipped  by  them,  shall  be  open  for  the  insrpectioA 
of  all  persons  resorting  to  tlie  warehooses,  tvithout  fee 
or  reward,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  fifty  pounds  by  any 
inspector  refusing  to  produce  his  books  when  required, 
.To  give  re-  The  inspectors  upon  passing  v^ny  tobacco,  shall  give 
oeipuforto-  ijj^jj.  j^Qjg  jjjj.  ii^g  same,  without  any  exception  therein 
bacco  pass-  .     ^  ,  l     .l  r  .1         •  ^  r  1 

cd,  ^thout    against  losses  by  theft  or  otherwise,  upon  pani  of  be- 
any exoep-     ing  reo^oved  from  their  ofiice,  and  rendered  incapable 
tion  against    of  holding  any  office  for  the  future.      No  inspector, 
^'ifu^ectors  pid^^r,  or  other  person  employed  at  any  warehouse, 
not  to  deal     shall  purchase  tobacco  for  himself  or  others,  or  be  se- 
xp  tobacco,    eurity  for  such  as  do  purchase,  on  pain  of  fmfeltilig 
five  hundred  pounds^  and  being  rendered  incapable  of 
holding  any  office  in   the  commonweaU|i  hereafter. 
The  inspectors  at  each  warehouse  shall  find  hands  to 
JT®  ^d   stow  away  and  deliver  tobacco,  and^one  of  tliem'sf^U  at- 
"^^^  tend  at  all  times  (Sundays  excepted)  for  delivering  lo- 

-co}  the  hands  employed  by  them  may  turn  up  tobaccq 
for  such  as  come  to  the  warehouse,  provided  they  give 
no  interruption  to  others,  or  improper  preference,  or 
^prevent  or  delay  any  person  who  may  be  tndined  to 
Feei  for  tam  up  his  Own  tobacco.      There  shall  be  paid   ftir 
tobwoV^     tnrnirig  up  tobacco,  four  dollars,  and  no  mofle,  by  the 
proprietor  to  him  wlio  will  do  the  service;  znA  if  any 
person  shall  pr^ame  to  pay  or  receive  a  greater  sonj 
Hillil  U  sbtli  be  etfierwitedire«u^  by  the  court  <Hf  the 
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itounty  whereip  the  warehouse  1tiay  be,  he  or  the  so 
paying  or  receiving  siiall   forfeit  fifty  pounds,  or  be 
eommitted  to  prison  for  six  months.    And  for  prevent^ 
ing  iaapositjoQs  and  ejiaelions  for  the  future,  the  courts 
of  the  several  counties  wherein  any  pubtick  warehouse 
a»«y  be,  sh^ll,  at  the  time  of  nominating  in  every  ye«r, 
^  the  price  to  be  paid  for  turning  up  tobacco,  and 
00  person  shall  presume  to  pay  or  receive  more,  under 
penalty  as  aforesaid.    When  any  tobacco  shall  be  re*    RefuMdto* 
(used,  the  proprietor  may  pick  the  same  if  he  think  b»cco  my 
proper,  within  one  month,  or  may  employ  any  person  ^*  P»cked. 
to  do  H  for  him,  who  shall  have  free  use  of  the  houses 
and  priaes  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  receive 
10  money  one  tenth  part  of  the  value  of  the  tobacco 
saved,  for  the  service,  and  no  more,  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  inspectors  according  to  the  current  selling  pri» 
ces.    7be  inspectors  shall,  in  Che  month  of  Septeniber      Wbea  in^ 
in  every  year,  or  at  the  next  court  to  be  held  for  their  spectort  to 
eounty,  give  in  an  account  of  all  Ihe  tobacco  remain-  J^^^  ^ 
40g/m  their  several  warehouses,  distinguishing  such  as  n^itihif;  0 
shall  have  lain  in  the  warehouse  twelve  months;  which  bow  such 
tobacco  having  so  Iain  twelve  months  (except  where  it  dwpo«ed  of. 
may  belong  to  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them) 
shall  not  remain  at  the  risk  of  the  publick,  and  shall 
be  liable  to  pay  twelve  shillings  per  month  for  every 
Inonth  each  hogshead  shall  remain  in  such  warehouse, 
payable  to  the  inspector,  who  shall  account  for  the 
saflUe  witli  the  proprietor  of  such  warehouse,  upon  com* 
plains  made  to  any  court  that  the  warehouses  within 
their  oMinty  are  insufficient  or  out  of  repair,  such  court  . 

Bhall  appomt  two  of  their  members  to  inspect  the  same,  wwSiwm^ 
and  Ihe  fixtures  thereunto  belonging,  and  shall  take  howrepahv 
such  order  therein  as  may  appear  proper;  and  if  the  ed. 
proprietor,  upon  notice  given  him,  will  not  ptit  the 
warehouse  in  repair,  the  court  shall  direct  it  to  be  done, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  same,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  treasurer,  upon  a  certificate  from  the  auditors;  and 
to  repay  such  expense,  the  inspectors  shall  pay  three 
fourths  of  the  rent  of  such  warehouse  into  the  treasury, 
until  -a  sum  sufficient  be  raised,  and  one  fourth  to  the 
proprietor,  his  guardian,  agent,  or  attorney,  as  the 
case  may  be;  the  account  for  such  rent  retained,  shall 
be  rendered  to  the  treasurer,  and  the  money  arising 
diereby  paid  to  bim  in  the  month  of  September  an- 
nually, .tm4cr  penal^  of  one  hnndfed  poundi,  to  be 
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appropria- 
ted fol"  pick 
in^  tobacco. 


fees. 


paid  by  the  inspectors  iiegl<?cting  so  to  do.  And  to 
prevent  impositions  and  exactions  upon  .persons  re* 
sorting  to  the  publick  warehouses,  the  court  of  every 
county  wiierein  such  warehouses  are  situate,  shall  in 
tlie  month  of  September  annually,  or  at  their  next 
court,  direct  one  of  their  members  to  set  apart  and 
appropriate  at  each  warehouse,  a  proper  house  for  re- 
ceiving, and  in  which  may  be  picked,  all  refused  tobac* 
CO,  and  shall  also  direct  a  proper  number  of  prizes  to  be 
set  up  for  the  purpose  of  reprizing  such  tobacco;  and 
if  any  person  employed  in  picking  tobacco  shall  make 
use  of  any  house  or  prize,  other  than  those  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  he  shall  forfeit  fifty  pounds  for  every 
oflence  to  Jje  recovered  as  herein  after  directed^  or  up^ 
on  non-payment  shall  be  committed  to  prisoti  without 
Inspection  bail  or  mainprizc  for  six  months.  There  shall  bepaid 
eight  shillings  per  hogshead  for  all  tobacco  inspected 
at  any  warehouse  by  the  proprietor  or  person  bring -^ 
iug  the  same  to  the  inspectors  at  such  warehouse,  who 
arc  to  collect  such  rent  and  pay  the  same  either  into 
the  treasury  in  the  manner  herein  before  directed  Y^n 
case  of  refusal  to  repair j  or  to  the  proprietor  in  the 
month  of  September  annually;  and  if  any  inspector 
:»kall  refuse  to  account  with  the  proprietor  of  the  ware- 
liouse,  or  make  such  payment,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit 
five  hundred  pounds.  All  and  every  penalty  incurred 
by  this  act,  shall  be  recoverable  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  commonwealth  by  action  of  debt,  an4  shall 
be  to  the  use  of  him  who  will  sue  for  the  same  Within 
twelve  months.  Inspectors  to  be  allowed  six  per  cenr 
tum  on  all  monies  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
So  much  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  reviving^  seve- 
ral publick  warehouses  for  the  inspection,  of  tobacco,'' 
as  comes  within  the  perview  of  this  act,  is,  and  stand& 
hereby  jepealed. 
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CHAP.  XVHI. 

An  act  for  laying  a  tax^  payable  in 
certain  enumerated  commodities. 

TOWARDS  supporting  the  piiblick  credit  and  pro-  xtx,paytblc 
vtding  for  the  armaments  employed,  as  well  in  the  in  commodi- 
more  hnmediate  defence  of  the  commonwealth,  as  for  ties. 
its  qBota  of  troops  on  continental  establishment;    Be 
it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  for  every  man 
above  sixteen  years  old,  and  every  woman  slave  of 
like  age  fexcept  such  as  by  the  courts  of  the  respec- 
tive counties  shall  have  been  discharged  from  the  coun- 
ty levy,  or  from  age  or  infirmity  adjudged  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  tax  incapable  of  labour^  one  bushel 
of  wheat,  or  two  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  rye,  or  bar- 
by,  or  ten  pecks  of  oats,  or  fifteen  pounds  of  hemp, 
all  sound,  clean,  and  merchantable,  or  twenty  eight 
pounds  of  inspected  tobacco  in  transfer  notes,  shall  be 
delivered  by  him  or  her,  or  by  his  or  her  parent  or 
guardian  ^being  an  infant^  or  by  the  owner  of  any 
slave,  or  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  owner 
(^being  tin  infantj  to  the  commissary  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  at  the  place  or  places  hereafter  by 
this  act  directed  to  be  appointed  "in  the  county  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  and  in  each  of  the  four  next  succeed- 
ing years.      And  for  carrying  this  act  into  execution; 
Be  it  enacted.  That  the  court  of  each  county  shall,  on       pieces  of 
some  of  their  several  court  days  in  the  months  of  Au-  deposit,  how 
gust,  September,  or  October,  in  the  present  and  each  fixed. 
of  the  fofir  next  succeeding  years,  appoint  two  com- 
missioners, who  shall  have  power  to  fix  on  some  one 
certain  place  in  the  smaller  counties,  and  in  the  larger 
counties  on  two,  or  if  absolutely  necessary,  on  three 
certain  places  within  the  same,  for  the  receipt  and  de- 
livery of  sucfh  commodities,  having  re{];ard  as  well  to 
the  coQveniedce  of  the  people,  as  to  the  purposes  of 
safe  storing,  manufacturing,  and  removiCl  to  the  pub- 
lick  magazines,  arty  of  the  said  commodities.      The     Commiwa' 
*«aid  commissioners  shall  notify  by  advertisement  at  "««  of'tax, 
the  most  publick  places  within  the  county,  the  place  pJ[nt,J^^fc 
or  places  of  delivery  so  appointed,  and  shall  have  pow-  duty. 
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tr  lu  procure  storehouses  and  employ  a  commissarV 
at  each  place  so  appointed,  to  receive  and  keep  ac- 
counts of  the  commodities  so  delivered.      Every  such 
commissary  shall  give  to  the  party,  a  receipt  for  all 
commodities  delivered  him,  safely  keep  them   in  the 
storehouses  provided  for  that  purpose,  employ  and 
contract  ivilh  millers  ("according  to  the  advice  and  di- 
rections of  the  coiAnfiissionersj  for  the  m^nufactiiring 
into  flour  or  meal,  any  wheat  or  rye,  and  packing  the 
same  in  proper  barrels  for  its  preservation;  and  shall 
annually  withiri  ten  days  next  aftfel*  the  last  day  of 
March,  render  to  the  said  commissioners  an  atcooot 
upon  oath  of  all  the  commodities  received  by  hinu 
stating  against  each  persons  name  the  qaantiQr  and 
kind  of  every  article,  and  what  quantity  of  wheat  and 
rye  hath  been  delivered  to  be  maniifactUred,  or  tobae^ 
On  noii.pay.  CO  to  be  prized.    The  said  commis^oners  shall,  iinme' 
ment  of  ux    diately  after  such  accounts  arc  rendered,  make  oat  froni 
t?ert^"be^^   them  and  from  the  last  list  of  tithables  in  their  county 
paui  in  mo-  (^^  ^^  furnished  to  thfem  for  that  purpose  by  the  dew 
ncy.  of  the  coUrtJ  distinct  accounts  of  all  deficiencies  occa** 

sioned  by  non-payment  of  the  said  commoditiesfcfaarg'* 
ing  each  person  so  deficient  with  the  same  in  money, 
and  estimating  such  deficiency  as  if  the  whole  had  been 
in  wheat,  at  the  highest  market  price  thereof  upon  na* 
vigable  Water  for  exportation  at  the  time  of  such  e^ti* 
mation;  and  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  da^ 
of  May,  deliver  to  the  sheriff  and  to  the  comroissioBers 
of  the  tax  for  the  county,  copies  of  such  accounts,,  cer** 
ti^^g^^"^**  ^*  ^'fi^^  under  their  hands.      For  all  sums  so  due  from 
each  person  respectively,  the  sheriff  shall  have  the  like 
power  to  distrain,  be  entitled  to  the  satne  fees,  and 
commissions,  and  accountable  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  the  collection  of  other  taxes;  and  the  said  commis^ 
sioners  of  the  tax  foi*  the  county  are  hereby  empower- 
(*cn>injssi(jn-  cd  to  Settle  with,  and  charge  him  accordingly.     The 
MIS  and  com-  Commissioners  hereby  directed  to  be  appointed,  shall 
Whdr       annually,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  trans- 
4iitV,  allow,   mit  to  the  governour,  a  copy  certified  under  theit* 
'  ances  and     hnnds  of  the  accounts  delivered  to  them  by  the  fespec*- 
!iahi!i'je3.      ^j^^  commissnries,  annexing  the  name  of  each  com- 
missary to  his  proper  account,  who  shall  thenceforth 
act  nnder  such  directions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  go- 
vernour, with  the  advice  of  the  council,  for  effecting 
the  purposes  of  this  act.    The  court  of  the  county  riniH 
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ascertain  and  certify  tlie  proper  allowances  to  the  com- 
missioners, the  owners  of  storehousei,  the  commi^a* 
nes  and  different  workmen  employed  by  them;  which 
being  examined  and  passed  by  the  auditors  for  pub- 
lick  accounts,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer.  Any 
commissioner  so  to  be  appointed,  and  refusing  to  act, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  pounds,  or  failing 
lo  appouu  the  commissaries  necessary  within  his  coun- 
ty, or  to  appoint  and  advertise  places  for  the  delivery 
of  commodities,  or  to  deliver  to  the  sheriff  and  com- 
biissioners  of  the  tax,  a  copy  of  the  commissaries  re- 
tarns,  didH  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  pounds.  Any. 
cormnissary  appointed,  and  refusing  to  act,  shall  for- 
feit and^  pay  fifly  pounds,  or  failing  to  return  to  the 
commissioners  the  account  directed  by  this  act  within 
}he  time'  limited,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred 
gotlnds.  The  fines  hereby  inflicted  shall  be  one  moie- 
ty to  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the|commonwealth, 
^  the  whole  to  the  commonwealth  where  the  suit  shall 
<tle  first  instituted  on  the  pubVick  behalf  only,  to  be  re- 
^OViAred  with  costs  by  action  of  debt  or  information  in 
any  conrf  of  record  within  the  cbmmonwealth.  Id 
ca^e  bf  vacancy,  either  by  refusal,  d^th,  or  other 
cause,  the  court  of  the  county  shall  be  empowered  to 
^pdidt  other  commissioners,  and  the  tomroissioners 
^an  in  like  Cases  appoint  other  commissaries;  provi- 
rted  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  governdUr, 
with  sidvice'of  the  council,  by  certificate  under  his 
Inind,  to  dischstrge  from  the  payment  of  the  said  tax, 
My  person  or  persons  whose  property  hath  been,  or 
Miall'be  plundered  by  the  enemy;  any  thing  herein 
f  dnti^ned  to  th««  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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CHAP.  XIX- 

An  act  for  obliging  the  several  delin^ 
quent  counties  and  divisions  of  mi^ 
titia  in  this  commonwealth^  to  fur- 
nish one  twenty  ffth  man*    • 

SeevoL9,      WHEREAS  <^  An  act  for  speedily  recruiting  the 
p.  588.  Virginia    regiments  on  continental    establishment,*' 

which  passed  the  last  session  ofgefieral  assembly,  hath 
not  produced  the  end  proposed,  many  counties  having 
*  failed  to  furnish  one  twenty  fifth  man,  according  to 
the  sairf  act;  and  whereas  it  is  just  that  the  whole  com- 
munity should  bear  an  eqna(l  part  in  publitk  defences 
One  25th  ^^  *^  encLcied  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  (he'coml^ 
man  of  the  ty  lieutenant  or  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  sbsfll^ 
dSf^  ftl**^  where  the  same  hath  not  been  hitherto  done,  cause  hft 
c^teen  ^  county  to  be  immediately  laid  off  into  divisions,  ao^ 
months.  cording  to  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  att;  eaclb 
of  which  divisions  shall  furnish  a  Aian,  dgi^e^blef  td 
the  term  of  the  said  act,  by  the  second  day  of  August 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine;  and  in 
those  counties  where,  although  the  militia  b^th  be^ 
already  laid  off  in  divisions,  have  failed  to  furmsb'  ii 
soldier  as  required  by  the  said  recited  act;  every  ^ivfih 
sion  having  so  failed,  shall  be  allowed  the  same  thif^ 
to  furnish  such  soldier;  and  if  at  the  expiration-  of  the 
said  time,  any  division  shall  still  have  failed,  the-cdalk 
ty  lieutenant  shall  order  the  said  division  to  asseAiy^ 
at  such  place,  aiid  on  such  day  as  he  shall  appotnM^ 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  time  so  atlowed,  and  didi 
there  himself,  or  by  a  field  officer,  by  fair  and  impa)^ 
tial  lot,  draft  one  man  out  of  such  division,  to  ser^e«i 
a  regular  soldier  for  the  term  of  eighteen  months  firofi 
the  time  of  his  meeting  in  general  rendezvoos^-  who 
shall  be  of  able  body,  subject  to  the  same  dtrties,  and 
entitled  to  the  same  emoluments  as  those  men  who  ai- 
listf^d  under  the  terms  of  the  said  recited  act*  Tiie 
governour  and  council  shall  take  order  for  the  dispo^ 
sal  of  jhe  men  to  be  raised  under  this  act,  in  the  maflh 
iier  most  likely  to  fulfil  the  intention  thereof.     Tilt 
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fioes  on  the  coupty  lieuteoant,'  justice,  or  any  other 
person  failing  Co  do  his  duty  herein,  shall  be  the  same 
»s  in  the  above  recited  act,  and  recoverable  in  like 
mai^ner^ 


CHAP.  XX, 

4n  act  for  the  better  regulation  and 
discipline  of  the  militia, 

.  WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  act  enii-     See  toI.  9» 
•lied  **  An  act  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  raili-  ?•  -^7,291. 
tia,"  and  one  other  act  entitled  ''  An  act  for  providiog 
Vgunst  inv^ons  and  insurrections:"  Be  it  enacted  by 
^  General  w9ssem&^,    That  in  every  county  where  GeaenOinut* 
tli^re  are  more  than  one  battalion,  there  shall  be  a  mus-  t^n»  ^vi(B«  a 
fer  of  each  battalion  in  the  months  of  March  and  Oc-  ^'^^' 
jtober  in  every  ye^,  to  be  appointed  by  the  county 
lieutenant,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  next  commanding 
^c^r,  at,  or  as  n^ar  the  centre  of  the  districts  of  such 
ifUlattoQS  as  may  be.     That  the  field  officers  and  cap-  Courts  mar^ 
4aiii%  or  a  majority  of  them,  whereof  a  field  officer  ti»l. 
4)aiU  i>e  one,  shall  hold  a  court-martial  at  or  near  the 
place  where  such  muster  shall  be,  on  the  day  follow- 
ingt-each  master  under  the  s^me  rules  and  regulations. 
<i|i^. under  the  same  penalties  as  are  prescribed  by  the 
|ftidxe<^ted  acts.     Every  commanding  officer  of  a  Fines  on  of 
^battalion  for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  turn  out,  train,  <icerS  rihI 
fead  e«rcise,hi«  battalion,  or  for  refusing  or  neglect-  ^^^^^^''s 
11^  to  i^fo^m  aiiy  of  the  other  duties  required  by  the 
tMd  recited  acts;  or  who  shall  neglect  to  examine  the 
ttttornft  and  levy  .the  fines  upon  delinquents,  shall  for- 
ftifeaiid  pay  the  sitfn  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
jSvevy.Qotinty  lieutenant  or  next  commanding  officer, 
tbe  sttin  of  two  hundred  ^nd  fifty  pounds.  Every  other 
f^ld  offi^r^  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds.    Every 
.eap(a<iif  the  suq^  of  fifty  pounds:  And  every  lieutenant 
4r  enaign^  the  sum  of  twenty  five  pounds.  Every  non- 
^fWDmisfiioned  officer  or  private  who  shall  neglect  pr  encelHiow  ' 
refiise  to  attend  any  general  or  private  muster  when  punlth%bi<> 
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ardarctd  hy  bis  conteandiog  officer  so  to  dcv  tlialiifcifH 
feh  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  poiiiids  for  every  offence; 
except  ^s  is  excepted  by  the  said  acte.  Every  riotm 
comniissioned  officer  or  private,  who  at  .any  mtislert 
shall  not  obey  the  lawful  commatids  of  his  supfriaun 
officer^  or  shall  behave  raatinously,^  riot ottsly,-, get; 
druok  or  not  demean  hiniseU  as  a  ncMi^commissioned. 
officer  qt  soldier,  shall  be  put  under  guard  for  the  day^; 
and  being  convicted  before  a  court-martial  of  any  sucK, 
offence,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  tetl 
pounds.  If  an^'  by-stander  interrupt,  molest,  or  insult 
any  officer  or  soldier  when  on  duty,  or  ipisbehave  be^ 
fore  any  court- ma^^Jtial,  he  may  be  put  under  guard  by; 
the  coraroan(}ing  officer  for  ^he.day,  and  shall  bcfin^ 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds.  Every  fielcj 
officer  pr  inferipqr  commissioned  officer  refusing  oc 
n^glectiitg  to  obey  the  Is^wful  commands  of  his  &upe« 
riour  officer,,  misl^havqig  when  on. duty,  or  not  d@!? 
meaning  hin^selfasan  officer,  shall  be  put  under  ar*; 
rest  for  the  day,  and  upon  conviction  of  any  such  of- 
fence, shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  such  court.  If 
tP^i^*^*  any  officer  shall  refuse  to  march  when  ordered  into 


llfUli^havi 

ftanderi,  k 
Others. 


fhsini^  to 
i|ar^ 


^tual  service  according  to  his  tour  of  duty,  such  offi- 
cer shall  be  cashiered,  and  moreover  shall  be  turned 
into  the  ranks  and  serve  as  a  compfion  soldier  durii^g 
the  time  the  detachment  lo  which  he  belongs  continue^ 
ill  service.     If  any  noq-commissioned  officer  or  solcjj^ 
shall  refuse  to  march  when  ordered  into  actual  service" 
according  to  his  tour  .of  duty,  or  find  an  able  bodie^l 
man  jn  his  room,  or  shall  while  in  service,  mutiny,  or 
■desert,  and  tliereof  shall  be  convicted  before  a  court'-  • 
martial,  such  offender  shall  «erve  as  a  regular  ^oldielau. 
in  the  troops  of  this  st^te  six  months,  and  shall  by  or-^*' 
der  of  such  court-martial  be  delivered  to  a  recruitings 
officer  for  that' purpose.      The  said  recited  acts  as  faii^ 
althey  come  within  theperview  of  this  act,  stand  l^^e*  ^ 
hyi^epealed,  provided  that  any  -  court-martial  which 
may  be  held  by  virtue  of  ^his  act,  shall  proceed  upon; 
aH  delinquencies  oominitted  or  done  before  tbe^ass^^ 
ii^g  of  this  act  according  to  the  said  recited  act$,  ani^  • 
determine  accordingly.      And  that  iC  at  any finie it. 
shall  he  necessary  to  call  the  militia  together  Cor  the 
purpose  of  drafting  men  for  the  continental  array.onT, 
Bi^y  other  purpose  the  officers-  aiid  soldiers  shall  be:^ 
^^^<;t  to^the  san^  iiiies  ai|d  p^s^hies^fop  not  ^ppo^-*  1 
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iBf^^npoD  dot  notice  beiiig-giveD  dveni,  requiring  tUaif 

SttBQdance,  as^for  not  appearing  at  g^eoeral  miisierfl. 

And  that  instead  of  the  pay  allowed  by  the  said  rcci«  Pay^eCftoou 

ted.  acts  to  scouts  and  lookouts  in  the  frontier*  coon* 

tieS)  there  shall  be  paid  to  every  pe?^on  in  future  eon 

pl^ed  on  that  service,  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  per 

daf,  t»  be  paid  in  manner  directed  hy  the  said  recited 

acts;.    The  seijeant  of  the  city  of  Wiiliamsburg  for  the  Seije^  <# 

lane^  h^^ing,  shali  have  the^sanie  power  to  collect  and  Wittiams* 

dtstr^iin  for  militia  fines  within  the  limits  of  the  said  ^|*  ^^J^^ 

city  as  the  sheriffs  of  the  respectrve  counties  within  thirty  di^n^^ 

cemmoflwealtfa,  as  well  those  fines  already  incurred  as  m  sheriffs.    - 

l^seTwhich  hereafter  may  be  incurred,  and  be  liable     '     *.    .  T 

tb*tfae  same  penalties  for  neglect  of  duty. 

And  be  it  farther  tnactedj  That  this  act  shall  be' 
pobliekly  read  at  the  head  of  each  company  by  the 
csqptainr  or  commanding  officer  thereof,  within  one 
fluntb  after  receiving  tl^  same,  under  the  penalty  of 
Hventy-poonds. 


CHAP.  XXL 

^  acL  for  the  removal  of  (he  seat  of 
government. 

.  L  WHEREAS  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  Pre«Mhl«^ 
of"  ^lU'CQii^monwealth  must  frequently  and  of  neces- 
sity resort  to  the  seat  of  government  where  general 
assemblies  are  convened,  superior  courts  are  held,  and 
the.govemour  and  council  usually  transact  the  exe-- 
cattve  business  of  government;  and  the  equal  rights  of 
aUvthe  ^id  inhabitants  require  that  such  seat  of  go- 
vermnent  should  be  as  nearly  central  to  all  as  may  be, 
having  regard  only  to  navigrnioit,  the  benefits  ff  which 
skte  necessary  for  promoting  the  growth  of  a  town  suf«^  • 
ficient  for. the  accommodation  of  those  who  resort* 
thereto,  andabte  to  aid  the  operations  of  government: : 
4nd  it^s  been  also  foum)  inconvenient  in  the  course 
(k  the  present  war,  where  seats  of  government  have^ 
)mfn  so  sitnated  as^  to  be  exposed  to  tbeiturMlfi  ^n^ 
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ihjdrles  of  the  publicly  enemy,  which  dangers  may  te 
avoided  and  equal  justice  done  to  all'  the  citiieris  of 
0       "  this  commonwealth  by  removing  the  seat  of  govern- 

ment to  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Hen* 
rico,  which  is  more  safe  and  centra!  than  any  other 
town  situated  oh  navit^able  water:  Be  it  therefore  enafiU^ 
Ground  in  ed  by  the   General  Jlsstmbly^  That  six  whole  squared 
Kichmopd     of  ground  surrounded  each  of  them  by  four  stredsf 
tedfo^pub-   and  containing  all  the  ground  within  such  streets,  sVfi- 
licbuiHiuj,^  uate  in  the  said  town  of  Richmond,   and  on  an  open 
and  airy  part  thereof,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  use 
Capitol.  Dr  and  purpose  of  publick  buildings:    On  one  of  the  said 
wsembly!^      squares  shall  be  erected,  one  house  for^  the  useoftlw 
general  assembly,  to  be  called  the  capitol,  which  said 
capiiol  shall  contain  two  apartments  for  the  use  of  th^ 
senate  and  their  clerk,  two  others  for  the  use  of  the 
house  of  delegates  ftod  their  clerk,  and  others*  for  the 
purposes  of  conferences,  committees  and  a  lobby,  cif 
such  forms  and  dimensions  as  shall  be  adopted  tothetF 
respective  purposes:  On  one  other  of  the  said  squares 
L^'forfh^'''  ^**^*^  ^^  erected,  another  building  to  be  called  thehalJ^ 
courts.  of  justice,  which  shall  contain  two  apartments  for  the 

use  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  its  clerk,  two  others'for 
the  use  of  the  high  court  of  chancery  and  its  clerk, 
tAVo  others  for  the  use  of  the  general  court  and  i^ 
clerk,  two  others  for  thie  use  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
and  its  clerk,  and  others  for  the  uses  of  grand  and 
•  petty  juries,  of  such  forms  and  dimensions  as  shall  b6 
adopted  to  their  respective  purposes;  and  on  the  iiaine 
square  last  mentioned  shall  be  built  a  publiok  jaitt 
House  for  One  other  of  the  said  squares  shall  be  reserved  for  the 
boa^^'^^      purpose  of  building  thereon  hereafter,  a  house  for  iht 
several  executive  boards  and  offices  to  be  held  in:  Two 
Governor's  ethers  with  the  intervening  street,  shall  be  reserved  for 
house.  the  ^ge  of  the  governour  of  this  commonweahh  for  th« 

time  being,  and  the  remaining  square  shdl  be  appro-: 
priated  to  the  use  of  the  publick  market.      TIuj  said 
houses  shall  be  built  in  a  handsome  manner  with  walls 
of  brick  or  stone,  and  porticoes  where  the  same  may 
be  convenient  or  ornamental,  and  with  pillars  and  pave- 
Directors  of  ^^"^  <^f  Stone.      There  shall  be  appointed  by  joint 
public  build,  ballot  of  Uoth  houses  of  assembly,  five  persons  to  be 
in^.  called  the  directors  of  the  publick  buildings,  who,  or 

jiny  three  of  them  shall  have  power  to  make  choree  ef 
such  squares  of  gfoand,  situate^sfs  before  directed/ its 
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th9ktt*be  imost  proper  and  convenient  for  the  said  pub** 
itck  purposes,  to  agvee  on  plans  for  the  said  buildings, 
to  employ  proper  workmen  to  erect  the  same,  to  su^ 
perintend  them,  to  procure  necessary  materials  by 
themselves  or  by  the  board  of  trade,  and  to  draw  on 
tbQ  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth,  from  time  to  time^ 
for  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  wanting;  the  plans 
^KWi^  estimates  of  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  two  .-^ 

houses  uf  assembly  whensoever  called  for  by  their  joint 
vole,  and  shall  be  subjected  to  their  controuL  And  Laad,  hiow 
that  reasonable  satisfaction  may  be  paid  and  allowed  ac^re^& 
for  all  such  lots  of  ground  as  by  virtue  of  this  act  may  paSfw. 
be  tak^n  and  appropriated  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  the 
cterk  of  .the  county  of  Henrico,  is  hereby  empowereci 
and  required  on  requisition  from  the  said  directors,  to 
iesuea  writ  in  nature  of  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum^ 
lobe  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  com^ 
liaodbig  bim  to  summon  and  empannet  twelve  able 
^screet  fceebolders  of  the  vicinage  no  ways  concern- 
ed  in  Interest  in  the  said  lots  of  land,  nor  related  to 
(he  owaers  or  proprietors  thereof,  to  meet  on  the  said 
hHfi  an  a  certain  day  to  be  named  in  the  said  writ,  not 
mtder  five  nor  more  than  ten  days  from  the  date  there- 
of, of  which  notice  shall  he  given  by  the  sheriff  to  the 
pcopfieto9^  and  tenants  of  the  said  lots  of  land  if  they 
bf^^io  be  found  withia  the  county,  and  if  not,  then  to 
^r  agents  thereii^if  any  they,  have,  which  freehold-* 
«!!s,. taking  nothing  on  pain  of  being  discharged  from 
ihe.  inquest  and  immediately  iiBprisoned  by  the  sheriff, 
etiber  of  meat  or  drink  irom  any  person  whatever  from 
the  time  they  came  to  the  said  place  until  their  inquest 
sealed  shall  be  charged  by  the  said  sheriff  impartially, 
and;  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment  to  value  the 
9atd  lots  of  groimd  in  so  many  several  and  distinct 
parcels  asjshall  be  owned  and  held  by  several  and  dis- 
t^pcf  owoer&and  tenants,  and  according  to  their  respec- 
ti^ interest  and  estates  therein;  and  if  the  said  valuation 
caamot  be  completed  in  pne  day,  then  the  said  sheriff 
^haU  wy^urn  the  said  jurors,  from  day  to  day  until  the 
same  Incompleted;  and  after-such  valuation  made,  the 
said  sberif  shall  forthwith  return  the  same  under  the 
bands  -aad  seals  of  the  said  jurors  to  the  clerk's  office 
of  tbi9  said  county,  and  tlie  right  and  property  of  the 
laid  oivners  and  tenants  in  tlie  said  lots  of  land,  shall^ 
b^i^Oiediaiely  diverted  and  be  transferred  to  this  com^ 
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tiiouwic^alth  in  the  full  and  absolute  dominion,  any  wai 
of  consent  or  disability  to  consent  in  the  said  ownei 
"    and  tenants  notwiihstanding.    The  cost  of  the  said  i 
quest  and  the  several  sums  at  which  the  rights  of  t 
owners  and  tenants  are  valued,  shall  be  paid  by  tl 
treasurer  to  the  said  owners,  tenants,  and  otiiers  enti 
tied  respectively,  on  warrant  from  thfe  auditors. 
mcbrooTidto      *••  And  whereas  it  may  be  expedient  to enlargetii 
be  enittrsed.  ^id  town  of  Rtehmond^  by  laying  off  ft  number  of  loi& 
to  be  added  thereto,  and  it  may  also  happen  that  some  i 
of  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  said  town  may  be  mor^  1 
convenient  for  the  publick  uses:  Be  it  therefore  enact-'} 
ed,  That  the  said  directors  cause  two  hundred  addi« 
tional  lots  or  half  acres,  with  necessary  strcfiets  to  bra 
laid  off  adjacent  to  such  parts  of  the  said  town  as  to  1 
them  shall  seem  most  convenient,  and  they  shall  also  i 
be  at  liberty  to  appropriate  the  six  squares  aforesaict  I 
or  any  part  of  them,  either  from  among  the  lots  oo^  | 
in  the  said  town,  or  those  to  be  laid  off  as  before  di>   i 
reoted,  or  of  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  said  former  or   \ 
latter  lots,  and  the  said  six  squares  and  two  hundred    ' 
.  l)irector9  to  lots  $hall  thenceforth  be  a  part  of  the  said  town.    And 
mnke  re-       the  said  directors  shall  return  into  the  deck's  office  of 
*7"k  '^  f      *^  ^^'^  county  of  Henrico,/there  to  be  recorded  a  full 
ficV  of  Hen-  ^^^  distinct  report  under  their  hands  and  seals  of  the 
rico«  lots  and  squares  of  land  added  by  them  to  the  said 

^  town,  or  appropriated  to  the  puhJick  uses,  together 

with  the  plan  thereof.    The  rights  of  the  several  own- 
ers and  tenants  of  the  lots  of  land  so  to  be  addeti  to' 
the  town  and  not  appropriated  to  the  publick  uses,  are 
nevertheless  saved  to  them, 
temporary      HI.  But  whereas  from  the  great  cxpence  attending 
providcdL***  *^^  J"*^  ^^^  necessary  war  this  commonwealth  is  at 
present  engage'd  in,  the  difficulties  of  procuring  the 
materials  for  building,  and  the  high  price  for  labour^ 
it  1^  ill  be  burthensome  to  the  inhabitants  if  the  said 
publick  buildings  be  immediately  erected:  Be  it  ihere^ 
fore  enacted^  That  the  directors  aforesaid  shall,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  cause  to  be  erected  or  otherwise 
^  provide  some  proper  and  temporary  buildings  for  tbe 

sitting  of  the  general  assembly,  the  courts  of  Justicei 
and  the  scleral  boards  before  described. 
Jail  of  Hen*      JV,  And  whereas  the  present  jail  of  the  countir  Cjf 
c!Sai^d.^     Henrico,  now  within  the  said  town  of  Hichmond^  ff 
^^  '      enlarged  may  be  made  sufficient  for  a  publicfc  Jail  uieK 
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^^4  tp  a  more  cciimoodjoiis  one  c^n  be  built*,  the  said  di? 
*^ fetors  are  hereby  eiupowerecl  to  enlarge  the  same. 

rovided  nevertheless,  there  shall  not  be  drawn  out  of    ^rmimHUM 
le  publick  treasury  for  "any  or  all  the  said  Purposes  %*®?2bI^ 
sum  exceeding  twenty  thousand  pounds;  and  the  di-Stnw?*^ 
rfsctors  aforesaid  are  hereby  prohibited  from  making 
any  contraots  for  erecting  any  of  the  publick  buildings 

o  tfi  dg^ci'i^^^  ^y  ^'^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  '^"^'^  ^"  .^'^y  o^the  squares 
?i  Jj  appropriated  for  publick  use,  fixing  on  the  squares  or 
laying  odf  the  additional  lots  until  further  provision 
siiall  be  made  for  the  same  by  the  general  assembly, 
Aad  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  last     Whca  tiM 
day  pf  April  wbich  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  cooitiaad 
qne  thousand  seven  hundred  aifd  eighty,  the  said  court  fJ^SwJ'to** 
of  appeals,  high  court  of  chancery,  general  court,  and  sit  at  Ricb' 
court  of  admiralty  shall  hold  their  sessions  in  the  apart-  'nond 
ments  prepared  for  them  by  the  said  directors;  that  the 
fifst  n^eeitng  of  the  general  assembly  after,  the  same 
qay  shall  be  in  sucii  house  oi:  houses  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  the  said  directors^  that  die  clerks  of  the  two 
honses  of  assembly  and  of  the  several  courts  before 
mentioned^  shall  previously  cause  to  be  removed  tbith* 
er  at  the  publick  expence,  the  records,  papers,,  and 
oilier  things  belonging. to  their  respective  offices;  and 


that  Mic  keeper  of  the  publick  Jail  shall  in  like  manner 
cause  ail  pDsoners  in  his  custody  to  be  removed  to. 
the,  publick  jail  so  to  ^be  built  ,as  before  directed, 
which  shall  thenceforward  be  deemed  and.  used  .as,  the 
publick  jail  spoken  of  by  the  laws  whethex  lieretofore 
grlieccaftcr  passed,  .  . 


-  CHAP.  XXII.  .  _  . 

An  act  constituting  the  Court  of  1779,  ch»p. 
Appeals.  Si?ev^ 

p.  102.] 
I.  BE  a  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  a  Court  of*p.. 
caurt  of  appeals  for. hearing  and  determitiing  stiits  ^y,^,^^'**' 
which  ought, to  be  instituted  there,  and  for  finally  de- 
ciding those  which  ace  herein  after  referred  to  that  tri* 
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bunali  sbaft  be  holden  twice  id  every  year,  namely^- 
on  the  twenty  ninth,  or  wlien  that  shall  happen  to  be 
terms.        ^nday,  on  the  thirtieth  day  p(  March  and  Aogustg 
and  shall  sit  id  tlie  whole,  six  judicial  days  successivii- 
ly  each  time  (aniess  the  business  depending  before 
them  be  sooner  dispatched)  at  the  capitol  in  Williams- 
burg, or  at  such  other  place  as  shall  be  a|^)ointed  by 
the  general  assembly,  or  in  their  recess,  by  the  gover- 
nour,  with  advice  of  the  privv  council,  in  any  such 
emergency  as  will  make  the  adjoumment  of  any  other 
of  what  jud-  court  by  his  writ  lawful.  The  judges  of  the  high  court 
ges  constitu- of  chancery,  general  colirtf  and  court  of .  admiralty, 
^^^  shall  be  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  of  whom  the 

Precedence  ^^^^  3^^'  ^^^^  precedence,  and  the  second  be  next  in 
of  jiid£^     rank,  and  five  of  them  shall  be  a  sufficient  number  to 
constitute  the  court.      Every  judge  before  he  exercise 
this  office,  shall  in  tliat  court  openly  give  assorance,of 
fidelity  to  the  commonwealth^   and  take  this  oatb: 
Oath  of  jad-  *'  You  shall  swear  that  you  wMI  well  .and  truly  serve 
^^  this  commonwealth  in  the  office  of  a  judge  of  the  court 

of  appeals,  and  that  you  will  do  equal  right  to  all  man* 
ner  of  people,  great  and  small,  high  and  low,  rich  aotf 
poor,  without  respect  of  persmis.  You  shall  not  take 
by  yourself,  or  by  any  other,  any  gift,  fee,  or  reward 
of  gold,  silver,  or  any  other  thing,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly of  any  pei^on  or  persons  great  or  small,  for  aiqr 
matter  done  or  to  be  done  by  virtue  of  your  office,  ex- 
cept sucb  fees  or  salary  as  shall  be  by  law  appointed. 
You  shall  not  maintain  by  yourself  or  any  othePf  pri- 
vily or  openly,  any  plea  or  quarrel  depending  in  the 
courts  of  this  commonwealth.  You  shall  not  delay 
any  person  of  right  for  the  letters  or  request  of-  at|y 
person,  nor  for  any  other  cause;  and  if  any  letter  oir 
request  come  to  you,  contrary  to  the  law,  you '  shall 
nothing  do  for  such  letter  or  request,  but  you  shall 
proceed  to  do  the  law;  any  such  letter  or  request  not- 
withstanding. And  finally  in  all  things  belongings -!• 
your  said  office,  during  your  continuance  therein^,  you 
shall  faithfully,  justly,  and  truly,  according  t^  the  best 
of  your  skill  and  judgment,  do  equal  and  impartial 
Jiyjiiwliction.  j"s^'ce^  without  fraud,  favour,  •  or  afiection.''  This 
court  shall  have  jurisdiction,  not  only  in  suits  origin 
Hating  there  and  adjourned  thither  for  trials  by  virtue 
of  any  statute,  which  trials  shall  be  by  juries*  accord- 
ing tb  the  course  of  law,  but  also  in  such  as  siraHIm 
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ttou^  b^re  thenTby  appeals  and  writs  of  errour  to 
reverse  decrees  of  the  high  court  ofchaitcery,  judg- 
ments of  the  general  cOurt,  and  sentences  of  the  conn 
of  admiralty;  after  those  decisions  shall  be  final  there, 
if  the  matter  in  controvers}'  be  equal  in  value,  exclo- 
flive  of  costs,  to  fifty  pounds,  or  be  a  freehold  or  fran- 
'xJiise^  and  also  in  such  cases  as  shall  be  removed  be- 
ibre  them'by  adjournment  from  tlie  other  courts  before 
tnentioned,  when  questions,  in  their  opinion,  new  and 
"difficult  occur;  and  moreover  in  such,  wherein  appeals 
to  reverse  decrees  and  judgments  of  the  former  gene- 
ral court,  and  sentences  of  the  court  of  vice  admiralty, 
^as  bad  not  been  determined,  the  one  by  the  king  of 
'Great  Britain  io  his  privy  council,  the  otiier  by  the 
-iiig^  court  of  admiralty  of  Great  Britain,  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
aeveniy  %ix.    The  court  shall  appoint  a  clerk,  tipstaff,     clerk,  tjp« 
•mud  crier,  the  first  removable  for  misbehaviour,  the«^»»nd 
two  others  at  pleasure,  and  shall  be  attended  by  the  |"e^ff  to  at- 
.-sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  they  sit,  as  their  officer,  tend. 
The  party  desiring  to  prosecute  such  appeal  or  writ     ,  Appeab, 
^of  errour,  shall  proceed  in  like  manner,  and  shall  be  ^"^»  «*  cr. 
liable  to  like  damages  if  the  decree,  judgment,  or  sen-  ji^llie<nited7 
'tence  be  affirmed;  and  the  said  clerk  shall  issue  the 
fifce  process  for  summoning  the  adverse  party,  remov- 
^hig  the  records,  suspending  execution,  and  for  every 
olher  requisite  purpose,  making  those  alterations  in 
the  form  which  are  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  the  case, 
as  are  prescribed  and  ascertained  in  case  of  an  appeal 
-erwrit  of  errour  to  reverse  the  decree,  sentence,  or 
'jtidi^ment  of  a  county,  city,  or  borough  court;  and  such 
prolecutioa  shall  be  commenced  within  the  time  limit- 
ed io  the  case  last  mentioned,  unless  it  be  such  -ap- 
1  peal  U>  the  said  king  or  hi^h  court  of  admiralty,  in 
:  which  instance  the  prosecution  shall  be  commenced 

•  ^witliin  twelve  months  after  the  first  session  of  the  said 

•  coiirt  of  appeals  shall  be  ended.  The  said  clerk  shall  Duty  of 
carefully  preserve  the  transcripts  of  records  certified  ^^®*^»  ••  *** 
Io  hift  court,  with  the  bonds  for  prosecution,  and  all  J^^J^^^. 

.papers  relative  to  them,  and  other  suits  depending 

.  therein,  docketing  them  in  the  order  he  shall  receive   Dockettlng* 

,  ibeni,  that  they  may  be  beard  in  the  same  course,  un-  cauies. 

less  the  court  for  good  cause  to  them  shewn,  direct  any 

to  be  heard  out  of  its  turn;  and  shall  faithftilly  reconi 

<^  fbeir  proceedings  and  decifsion?,  and  coriify  such  aft 
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shall  be  given  upon  appeals,  writs  of  errour,  and  mat-^  , 
ters  removed  by  adjoui*nment  u>  the  proper  courts.    A' 
Stetementa  clear  and  concise  state  of'  the  rase  of  each  party  in* , 

ofc«9ti*        such  appeal,  writ  of  errour,  or  controversy  adjourned 
by  reason  of  novelty  and  difficuhy,  ^th  the  points  in* 
tended  to  be  insisted  upon,  signed  by  his  counsel  and 
printed,  the  expence  whereof  shall  be  taxed  in  tbe  bil^' 
of  costs,  shall  be  delivered  to  every  judge  time  enough? 
txgfore  the  hearing  for  liis  consideration;  but  the  court,' 
if  this  be  neglected,  may  nevertheless  hear  and  deter- 
naine  the  matter,  and  may  take  into  their  considera- 
tion any  thing  apparent  in  the  manuscript  record,  al- 
though it  be  omitted  in  such  printed  case,  and  may  give 
such  decree,  judgment,  or  sentence,  if  it  be  not  affirm- 
ed or  reversed  in  the  whole,  as  the  court  whose  errour 
IS  sought  to  be  corrected,  ought  to  have  given  (affirm- 
ing in  those  cases  where  the  voices  on  both  sides  shall 
Decitions,  jjg  ^jqual^  with  an  allowance  of  the  costs  of  appeaf)   t<>^' 

^owceu  -  ij^g  pjjyjy  prevailing,  to  be  certified  as  w-ell  as  their 

opinion  upon  any  adjourned  question  to  the  couil,  frOm 

which  the  matter  was  removed,  who  shall  enter  it  as 

their  own,  and  award  execution  thereupon  according- 

Bepealixif  'j'     ^^  much  of  a  former  act  of  assembly  constituting 

ckuse.         a  court  of  appeals,  a«  comes  witliin  the  perview  of  thi^ 
act,  is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  XXllI. 


An  act  to  secure  the  moveable  pTopeiy^ 
ty  of  those  who  have  joined^  or  here^' 
after  may  join  the  enemy. 

Personal      WHEREAS  during  the  present  war,  particularly,  t 
pfopertyof    in  the  late  invasion,  many  persons  have  left  this  com-"- 
tkose  jo'm-     mon wealth  and  gone  off  with  the  eneiny,  som«  of  whom 
my  howj^^'  ^^^^  ^^^^  many  articles  of  moveable  properly  behind    - 
^m^  them;  that  such  property  therefore  may  be  immediate.-' 

ly  secured,    lie  it  enacted  by  the  General  Jlssembly^ 
That  the  govejr  ^rfr,  with  the  advice  of  the  couhqil,.vj(A  * 
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Hereby  empowered  and  required  to  appoint  a  person 

ii  each  county  within  this  commonwealth,  wherein  it 

may  be  necessary,  to  inquire  into  and  secure  all  the 

slaves  and  other  moveable  property  of  all  such  persons 

as  already  have,  er  hereafter  may  depart  and  join  the 

lenemy,  until  the  same  can  be  proceeded  in  according 

to^law.     And  that  ailer  office  found,  such  moveable  ^JJ^^^ 

property  when  secured,  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  es^  wheatoV. 

cheator  of  tlie  county  according  to  law. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  uct  for  pum&Jiing  persons  guilty  [See  RevUfd 
of  certain  thefts  and  forgeries^  ctnd  f^^^^txw.* 
fixing  the  allowance  to  sheriffs^  ^^^  k^  ^**  102.1 
niremen^  and  witnesses^  in  certain 
cases. 

BE  it  enacted' by  the  General  Assembly^  That  he  or    stctling.  or 
die  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon  and  not  have  the  benefit  '*1^^^  ^^ 
of  clergy,  who  shall  steal,  or  by  robbery  take  from  the  [ainbrnso? 
possession  or  custody  of  another,  any  bill  of  credit  or  credit,  trea^ 
^treasury  note,  or  loan  office  certificate  of  the  United  sury  notet. 
States,  or  any  of  then,  or  any  warrant  of  the  gover-  oJ'J^iJJJII^ 
nonr  or  other  person  exercising  that  function,  or  any  feionr  >ritu/ 
certificate  of  the  auditors  for  publick  accounts  to  the  outcfer^-. 
treasurer,  authorising  the  payment  of  money,  or  shall 
present,  or  cause  to  be  presented,  such  loan  office  cer- 
tificate at  a  loan  office  of  the  United  States^  or  any  of 
them,  for  the  discharge  of  the  whole  or  any  part  there- 
of, or  such  warrant  or  auditors  certificate  at  the  pub- 
lick  treasury  for  the  payment  thereof,  knowing  such 
loan  efice  certificate  or  warrant,  or  auditors  certificate 
to  havebe^n  stolen,  or  by  robbery  taken  from  the     lo't'^g/'i 
possession^  or  custody  of  anotlier.     And  he  or  she  shall  hl'g  certain 
be  adjudged  a  felon  and  not  have  the  benefit  of  clergy,  warrants, 
who  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit;  or  aid  or  trcatupy 
assist  in  falsely  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  a  ^^{^^l  ^^^jjv 
writing,  wgnedand  directed,  or  certified  to  the  pub-  out ciergy^. 
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lick  treasurer,  purporling  to  be  a  warrant  of  the  gb^ 
veriiour,  or  otiier  person  exercising  that  function,  or  « 
certificate  of  the  auditors  for  public k  accounts  to  ao- 
thorize  the  payment  of  money;  or  cau^e  or  procure 
such  writing  to  be  faUely  made,  forged,  ot  counter- 
feited; or  present  such  writing,  or  cause  or  procure  il 
to  be  presented  at  the  publick  treasury,  knowing  it -to 
have  been  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  tit 
order  to  receive  the  money,  oi*  any  part  of  the  money 
therein  mentioned;  or  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or 
counterfeit,  or  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forging, 
or  counterfeiting,  a  writing  to  be  offered  to  the  audU 
tors  for  pnblick  accounts  as  a  voucher,  in  order  to  ob^ 
tain  their  allowance  of  a  demand,  and  certificate  of 
such  allowance;  or  cause  or  procure  snch  writing  to 
be  ialsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  ofier  socfa 
writing,  or  cause  or  procure  it  to  be  ^fiered  to  the  said 
auditors,  knowing  it  to  have  been  falsely  made,  forg- 
ed, or  counterfeited,  in-order  to  obtain  their  ailowance 
and  certificate  aforesaid.  And  lie  or  she  shall  be  ad^ 
judged  a  fek)n  and  not  have  the  benefit  of  clergy,  who 
shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  alter  or  erase,  any  bill  of 
credit  or  treasury  note,  or  loan  office  certificate  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  any  or  either  of  them;  or 
shall  cause  or  procure  such  bill  of  (fredit  or  treasury 
note  or  loan  office  certificate  to  be  forged  or  counter- 
feited, altered  or  erased;  or  shall  aid  or  assist  in  forg* 
ing  or  counterfeiting,  altering  or  erasing  such  bill  pf 
credit  or  treasury  note,  or  loan  office  certificate;  Of 
shall  pass  or  tender,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be 
passed  or  tendered  any  such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury 
note,  or  loan  office  certificate,  in  payment  or  exchange, 
knowing  the  same  to  have  been  forged  or  counterfeit* 
Having  in  cd,  altered  or  erased;  or  shall  have  in  his  or  her  custom 
possession,  dy  Qj.  possession,  any  press,  types,  stamp,  plate,  or 
ibffonrinff  other  instrument  necessary  to  be  used  in  the  fabrics^ 
or  counter-  tion  of  such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note,  or  loan  of*- 
Aiiting^.  jKce  certificate,  and  not  actually  used  in  some  publick 
printing  office;  or  any  paper  with  or  without  signature, 
on  which  the  characters,  words,  and  numerical  figures 
contained  in  a  genuine  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note, 
or  tean  office  certificate,  are  or  shall  be  impressed  or 
inscribed  in  like  order  as  they  are  in  such  bill  of  ere* 
dit  or  treasury  note,  or  loan  office  certificate,  or  aiw 
such  bill  of  credit,  treasury  note,  or  loan  4>ffice  certiBh 
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Gftley  which  hath  been  altered  or  erased,  knowing  (hcf 
aame  to  have  been  altered  or  erased,  and  shall  not  dis- 
cover su<lb  press,  types,  stamp,  plate,  instrument,  pa- 
per, or  altered  or  erased  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note^ 
nr./aaii  office  certificate,  to  two  jusiicea  of  tlie  peace 
l^i^e  tlic  last  day  of  June,  in  this  present  year,  one         * 
tbousaod  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  or  within 
iye  dayii  after  they  slmil  have  come  to  his  possession^ 
When  lUe  justices  of  a  county  in  wliich  any  such  felo-  Proocediiigs 
ny  as  is  ^>efore  described  shall  be  supposed  to  have  J^^deMT^' 
been  done,  shall  have  determined,  upon  examination, 
that  tlie  person  charged  therewhli  ought  to  be  tried 
bi^ofe  the  general  court,  the  high  sheriflT,'  or  if  he  be 
not  able  to  attend,  the  coroner  shall  deliver  to  themi  a 
list  of  tlie  names  of  thirty  six  good  and  lawful  men, 
«ttt  of  whidi,  twenty  four  shall  be  stricken,  one  after 
another,  the  justices  and  the  prisoner  striking  alternate- 
Ij,  or  If  the  prisoner  refuse  to  strike,  the  justices  strik- 
i^  ouly,  and  the  remaining  twelve  men  shall  he  sum- 
moi^d  by  the  writ  o(  venire  facias  for  trial  of  the  pri- 
soner.    When  a  justice  of  peace,  before  whom  a  per- 
iod ciiai-ged  upon  oath  witli  any  such  felony  as  afore- 
i^atJ,  shall  inform  the  governour  that  he  hath  cause  to 
fuspect  tliat  the  offender,  if  he  or  she  Should  be  com- 
mitted to  the  jail  of  the  county  in  which  the  felony  was 
done  would  be  rescued  ("which  information  the  justice 
i§- required  to  give  in  writing,  with  secrecy  and  des- 
patch/ or  wljea  a  person  shall  be  charged  upon  oath 
ui^de  before  the  governour  with  such  felony,  in  either 
ca^e,  tlie  governour,  with  advice  of  the  council  of  state, 
may  by  his  warrant,  empower  and  order  so  many  men 
as  sUal the  judged  sufficient  to  apprehend  the  person- 
-accu»-ed,  and  convey  and  commit  him  or  her  to  any 
tother  jail,   in  which  he  or  she  shall  be  detained,  and 
^all  by  anotlier  warrant  direct  the  sheriff  of  that  coun- 
^ia  which  the  last  mentioned  jail  is,  to  summon  the 
jiuaces  thereof  to  meet  at  the  courthouse  before  the 
eml  of  twenty  days  afterwards;  and* thereupon  the  said 
jusikes  shall  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  they  might 
fmve  proceeded  if  the  fact  alledged  against  the  prison- 
er had  be^ndone  in  tUeir  own  county.    And  if  he  or 
she  be  remanded,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  attending  the 
taiid  justices,  shall,  within  twenty  days  afterwards,  cer- 
tify the  same  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  the 
feet  waft  done^.  or :  failing  to  do  so,  shall  forfeit  one 
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iHJiidred  pounds;  and  die  swne  sheriff  shall  sommola^ 
the  justices  of  his  county  to.  meet  at  the  courthouse, 
thereof*,  within  ten  days  after  receipt  of  such  certifi-^ 
cate,  and  then  deliver  to  them  such  list  as  aforesaid* 
out  of  which,  twenty  four  shall  be  stricken,  in  manner 
before  directed,  any  agent  authorized  by  the  prisoner, 
.    striking  for  him  or  her,  or  if  no  suth  appear,  the  jus- 
tices striking  only;  and  the  remaining  twelve  shall  be 
summoned  as  jurors  for  trial  of  the  prisoner,  by  writ 
of  venire  fatias^  to  be  issued  by  the  clerk  of  the  last 
mentioned  county.     Every  juror  summoned  by  virtue 
of  any  si%ch  writ  ot  venire  facias  ^  who  shall  fail  at  the 
return  thereof,  and  from  that  time  until  he  be  discharg- 
ed, to  attend  the  general  court,  shall  forfeit  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  unless  the  defaulter  shew  goOd  cause  to 
the  contrary,  having  been  summoned  for  that  purpose. 
Persons  sus-  Any  justice  of  the  peace  may,  by  his  warrant,  cause 
jiav^nff  fori?.  ^^  ^^  apprehended  and  brought  before  him,  every  such 
cd  or  coun-    person  travelling  in  the.  county  of  the  said  justice,  as 
tcrfcUed       hef'sdail  suspect  to  carry  forged  bills  of  credit  or  trea- 
notesjiow     ^^^y  ^qj^j^  qj.  Jq^^  office  Certificates,  and  search  to  be^ 
apprc  en  -    ^^^^  -^^  ^j^^  wearing  apparel  and  baggage  of  the  saidT 
travelfer  by  force,  if  he  or  she  expose  them  not  volun- 
tarily.   The  goverhour,  with  advice  of  the  council  of 
Hewftfdsfor  state,  may  offer  rewards  for  apprehending  those  who, 
apprehend*    having  been  charced  upon  oath  with  any  of  the  felo- 
"*^*  nies  before  described,  shall  have  fled  from  jnstitib,  and, 

may  draw  warrants  for  such  rewards  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  pounds  for  any  one  fugitive,  which  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  publick  treasury.      The  auditors 
shall  grant  certificates  to  all  witnesses,  veniremen,  and 
^  witwsseT  sheriffs,  for  their  attendance  in  criminal  cases,  and  shall 
Yemremcn, '  allow  them  in  such  certificates  two  shillings  per  mile 
And  sherifts,  for  travelling,  and  four  pounds  per  day  for  their  at- 
how  paid^     tendance,  besides  ferriages  (instead  of  the  allowanced  ^ 
heretofore  established  by  law)  which  the  treasurer  i^ 
directed  to  pay  for  their  attendance  at  the  general 
court,  held  in  this  present  month,  and  to  all  others  whc^ 
may  attend  at  future  general  courts  after  the  passing 
•  tTiis  act.  The  certificate  from  the  auditors  to  be  grant- 
^  ed  upon  testimonial  from  the  clerk  of  the  court  at 
which  the  witnesses,  veniremen,  or  sheriffs  shall  have 
attended.    Tliis  act  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
one;  and  so  much  of  the  act  of  last  session  "  For  jfnor* 
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^tiehitaHy-  gMr^^  tgainst  coimlerfi^titig  of  the  Utti. 
of  credit,  treasury  uotes^  and  loao  office  certificates/' 
ind  of  every  other  act  as  is  within  the  perview  of,  and 
ioconsistent  frith  this,  is  repealed. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

Aji  act  for  declaring  and  asserting  t^Ji**'^ 

Iht  Hghts  of  this  comnionwealih^  ^' 
V  concerning  purcahsing 'lands  from 
i  Indian  natives. 

'  i.   'f  O  remove  and  prevent  all  doubt  concerning     Exchirife 
]jurc1iases  of  land  from  the  Indian  natives,  Be  it  iT^^i^ght  of 
dcettdby  the  General  Assembly^  That  this  common- ^*JJ^^^^ 
I9^alth  hath  the  exclusive  right  of  preemplidn  from  the  nurch«e 
lodiaas  of  all  lands  within  the  limits  of  its  own  char-  lands  of  In* 
tered  territory,  as  described  by  the  act  and  constitu-*^^  wtwle 
^on  of  gqyemment  in  the  y^ ar  one  thousand  seveii  ^ 
hmdred  and  seventy  six;  that  no  person  or  persons   * 
vhatsoever  have,  or  ever  hadj  a  right  to  purchase  any 
fjkndi^  within  the  same  from  any  Indian  nation,  except 
igliijf  persons  duly  authorized  to  make  such  purchased 
OA  (he  publick  account,  formerly  for  the  use'and  bene- 
fit of  the  colony,  and  lately  of  the  commonwealth;  and 
(t^at  such  exclusive  right  of  prei  mption  will,  and  ought 
(p  be  maintained  by  this  commonwealth  to  the  utmost  '      ' 

4^  Its  power. 

,  II.  And  be  it  farther  declared  and  enacted^  That  eve- 
rXifprchase  of  lands  heretofore  made  by,  or  on  behalf 
of  (be  crown  of  England  or  of  Great  Britain,  from  any 
lodlan  Ration  or  nations  within  the  before  mentioned 
limits,  doth  and  op^ht  to  enure  for  ever  to  and  for  th^ 
i|$e  and  l^enefit  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  and  for 
§fo  ofher  use  x)r  purpose  whatsoever;  and  that  all  sailed 
ind  deeds  which  have  been  or  shall  be  made  by  any 
Indian  ojr  Indians,  or  by  any  Indian  nation  or  nations^ 
Vol.  X.  N 
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for  lands  within  the  said  KiKuts,  to  <ir  for  the  s^p^ir^^ 
use  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  b^,  am 
the  same  are  hereby  declared  utterly  void  and  of^ 
effect. 


/$ 
^ 


C^HAP.  XXVI. 

«rJ^«^  cT  An  act  consiituiins^  the  Court  ofAd< 
xciLi>.63.  miralty.  - 

Chan.  Her.  ^  ,    " 

Smrt^  aa-      ^^  ^  enacted  by  the  General  AssemUy,   That  the 
tainlty  esu-  court  of  admirahy  to  consist  of  three  judges,  any  twm 
b^sktiL   .    of  whom  are  declared  to  be  a  sufficient  number  lo  cei#f 
Number  of  stitnte  a  court,  shall  have  jurisdiction  iri^all  maritime 
JumSctioD.  <^auses,  except  those  wherein  any  parties  may  be  ^ 
cused  of  capital  offences  now  depending  and  herearfkei 
to  be  brought  before  them,  shall  take  precedence  m 
court  according  to  the  order  in  time  of  their  appoint^ 
ments,  and  shall  be  governed  in  their  proceedings  and 
By  vbaihws  decisions  by  the  regniatiofis  of  the  congress^of  the  >U¥ 
gvrened.«   nited  States  of  America,  by  the  acts  of  the  general  aft* 
sembly,  by  the  laws  of  Oleron,  and  the-Rfaodian  anil 
Imperial  laws,  so  far  as  they  have  been  heretofore,  obt 
served  in  the  English  courts  of  admiralty^  andby  th^ 
Prbvuion,  laws  of  nature  and  nations.    If  the  regttlations  of  cobs^ 
jl^bmj^gu*  gress  happen  tu  uiiier  from  those  of  g^era!  asseoiblyr 
coti^ren       ^^^^  latter  are  declared  to  be  supreme  in  cases  whereifl 
oonlictwith  citizens  only  are  liti^nts,  and  the  former  in  aH  &xhin 
YV  ^'"^t®'  cases:  Every  future  judge  of  this  court  shall  be  chosen 
ch^cn!         hy  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly;  Md  hefQlt$ 
he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  besides  taking  tb^ 
oath  of  fidelity,  he  shall  take  the  followmg  oath,  to  b^ 
Oath  of  jud-  administered  by  the  govemour  in  councii:  ^  You  afaaJI 
ge^  swear  that  well  and  truly  yoti  will  -serve  this  comliiOQ^* 

wealth  in  the  office  of  a  judge  of  the  courtof  admirak 
I  ty;  that  you  will  do  equal  right  to  «I1  manner  of  peot 

pie,  great  and  small,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor^^ 
what  country  or  nation  soever  they  be,  without  respeci 
of  ]3ers6ns.  You  shall  not  take  by  yoarseli;/or  fa^mOy 
other,  any  gift,  fee,  of  reward,  of  goM,  GflveTf  or«9jf 
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ietHAngj  directly  or  iodireetly,  of  any  peiwm  or 
rsons,  great  or  small,  for  any  matter  done  or  to  be 
idne  by  virtue  of  your  office,  except  such  feeg  or  m- 
^lary  as  shall  be  by  law  appointed.      Yon  siiali  not 
inaiotain  by  yourself,  or  by  any  other,  privily  or  open* 
'   fyf  any  plea  or  quarwl  depending  in  the  said  court      ^ 
MOQ  shall  not  delay  any  person  of  right  for  the  letters 
or  request  of  any  one,  nor  for  any  other  cause;  and  if 
any  letter  or  request  come  to  you  contrary  to  the  law, 
you  shall  nothing  do  for  such  letter  or  request,  but  you 
shall  proceed  to  do  the  law;  any  such  letter  or  request 
botwjifastanding.    And  finally  in  all  things  belonging 
to  yoiir"  said  offi^ce,  during  your  continuance  therein, 
yon  shall  faithfully,  justly,  and  truly,  according  to  the 
best  ofyour  skill  and  judgment,  do  equal  and  impar- 
tial 'josficej  without  fraud,  favour,  affection,  or  partis 
iK^.''      The  taking  of  which  oath,  or  the  certificate 
dtereof^  shall  be  registered  in  the  said  court.     Any  ^^ 

jMge  executing  his  ofiice  before  he  shall  liave  taken  |^t^_  %^, 
the  said  oath,  or  given  assurance  of  fidelity  to  the  com-  out  otith. 
mri^iiwealtb,  shall  forfeit  five  hundred  pounds  of  cur- 
lient  money,  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealih.     This       . 
cbort  or  any  two  judges  thereof,  when  it  is  not  sittiqg,  J^^^^" 
fihidl  appoint  a  register,  an  advocate,  and  a  marshal,  manb*]. 
wKen  those  offices  shall  become  vacant,  who  shall  take 
Ae  (Rith  of  office,  and  of  whom  the  register  and  mar«  .    ^ 

A'al  ahaH^moreover  give  bonds;  the  former  in  one  thou* 
smi  pounds,  and  the  other  in  ten  thousand  pounds, 
pciyaMe' to  the  governour  or  his  successoors,  with  sure- 
ties, t9  be  approved  by  the  court  or  two  judges,  with 
Cdhditi^HMbat  they  will  faithfully  and  impartially  per- 
fchnr  AieHr  respective  office^f  and  account  for  and  pay 
^  iBdttey  which  may  come  to  their  hands  by  virtue 
tfMf^f;  upon  which  bonds,  suits  may  be  severally 
tHiMi^^  the  benefit  and  at  the  costs  of  any  persons 
gifWved  by  breach  of  the  conditions  until  the  damages 
toi^  recovered  shall  be  equal  to  the  penalties.     The     xcnurc  of 
j|u^^,  register,  advocate,  and  marshal,  shall  continue  olBce. 
kk  ofiee  so  long  as  they  respectively  demean  themselv^i^ 
#eU  therein.  The  court  shall  sit  so  often  as  there  shall  court-^bere 
be  occasimi,  at  the  capitol  in  Williamsburg,  until  the  toiit. 
general  assembly  shall  appoint  another  place,  or  at,  or 
nvfluoh  house  or  place  as  the  governour,  with  advice 
if  the  council,  shall  by  writ  of  adjournment  direct,  ii| 
iCiaecaamdefiiby  fire  or  tempest,  or  a  pestilential 
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disease,  or  an  enemy,  shall  make  it  necessary.  This 
court  shafi  have  t>ower  to  order  sale  of  perishaUf 
goods  to  be  made  at  any  time,  taking  sufficient  cau^ 
tibn  for  se<juring  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  hiiB  who 
shall  be  entitled  to^hem  by  the  finttl  sentence.  <  Every 
tdmmander  of  a  $lfip  of  war  or  ether 'vessdbebiigitig 
(6' the  commonireahh,  or  to^any  citizen  thereof^  Vfkteti 
he  stftiU  be  reqaired,  shall  assist  (he  marshal  of  Ifat 
s^id  court  acting  by  virtue  of  the  process  thereof,  to 
sisize  and  secure  "any  vessel  or  goods  subject  to  sucl|» 
process,  so  as  t^ot  to  violate  the  right  of  any  other  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  state,  or  prince  in  amity 
wHh  them.  When  a  dtatioti  shall  have' been ^rved 
Upon  the  owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  therein  meniion*- 
ed,  if  no  person  appear  at  the  return  day,  or  at  sfiefa 
fbrther  time  as  the  court  for  peculiar  reasons  sbttll  ap^ 
point,  and  enter  into  the  litigatipn,  the  libel  sliall  bie^ 
taken  for  confessed;  and  if  rettnni  be  made  that  the  maisi- 
ter  or  owner  was  not  fotind,  and  no  person  appear  ain) 
claim,  the  court  shall  make  an  order,  to  be  published 
^ree  times  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  that  the  libei  bii 
taken  for  confessed,  unless  the*  party  interested  sb«tl 
appear  and  shew  cause  to  the  contrary  at  a*  eertaiti 
day  to  be  Kraited  in  the  order,  not  being 4e8S  than  thre^ 
nor  more  than  six  weelcs  after  the  making  therebf^atui 
the  said  order  being  so  published,  if  there  be  no  sucb 
appearance  before  expiration  of  the  tiaie  limited^  tfa^ 
tibel  shall  be  taken  for  confessed  accordingly,  caution, 
b^iag  given  to  secure  the  effects  so  that  ^ey  may  b^ 
object  to  the  future  order  of  the  court;  apd  the  sen« 
ience  given  thereupon  shall  be  published  in  tufittner 
ttfo^^aid;  and  if  the  master,  owner,  or  other  person 
imtere&ted  at  any  thne  within  one  year  after  such  lattt 
mei^tioned  publication,  or  that  being  omitted  witiiin 
teven  years  after'seatence,  by  petition  d^ire  that  th^. 
Muse  be  reheard,  and  give  security  for  payment  of 
M^h  costs  as  may  bea^warded  against  him,  thexourt 
steili  admit  such  party  to  make  his  defence  or  elaf  h), 
hi  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  appeared  at  the  re^ 
futnof  the  citation  and  give  such  sentence  as  they 
think  ^ust  and-agreeable  wiih  the  taw&  prescribed  for 
the  rales  of  their  ^decisions.  Commrsskms.  for  taking 
the  examinations  of  witnesses  may  be^awarded,  and 
Mch  ekamiiiatioits  may  bd  read  in  like  cases^  asrtfaey, 
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mfLj  be  inan  acttoo^  atx^^nmon  l^w»    In  a  case  whefe 

bolh  parties  are  cttifens  of  the  tsoromonweakh,  every   Tnalby  ju- 

mauer  of  fact  affirmed  by  the  one  aad  deoied  by  Ibe  ^*  ^^"' 

ether^  «baU  be  stated  as  a  formal  issue  and  tried  by  the 

tam. court  by  a  jury  iu  like  manner  as  soph  issne 

ooghl  Co  be  tried  in  an  action  at  common  law.     The 

cattrt  may  at  any  time  after,  but  not  before  an  interlo-  g^caritT  for 

antory  sentence,  if  they  see  good  cause,  require  a  pev*  costs,  ^en. 

son  pretending  a  claim  to  any  vessel  or  goods  men* 

.tioned  in  the  iibel  to  give  security  for  the  CQSts  which 

may  be  occasioned  by  digcussion  of  the  claim,  and 

may  refijse  to  admit  him  until  such  security  be  given, 

^nd  may  award. any  party  to  pay  cosu  when  they 

1'udge  it. reasonable,  unless  lie  be  the  master  or  owatr 
ippeariE^  and  making  a  defence  or  a  claim  at  the  re- 
turn of  a  citation;  and  thejike  execution  for  such  eosu 
jnay  issue,  and  there  shall  be  like  proceedings  there* 
vpoiv  scs  for  cqsts  recovered  by  judgment  in  an  i^Uon 
^  common  law,  otherwise  than  that  the  execution  ^haU 
^ar  teste  the  day  of  emanalioo,  and  may  be  made  re- 
ttlmable  to  any  day  not  Ie$s  than  one  month  thereaf* 
ter.     In  case  of  a  capture  from  an  enemy,  if  thefo.be        Sales  of 
«.ooiKlemnalioa  and  neither  of  the  United  Slates  in  ^oodfcon. 
^nera,l,i|or  the  commonwealth  ia  particular  be  inter-  ^^"^<^^^ 
«led  tberein,  the  court  shall  order  the  sales  to  be  jnade,  « 

liad  accotmts  tliereof  to  be  returned  by  the  libellant  or 
Us  agent,  if  it  be  bis  desire.     A  party  thinking,  iiim^ 
'««lf  aggrieved  may  appeal  from  the  final  sentence  of        A^P^J^ 
tbecourt,  to  such  court  and  in  socb  manner  s»  isor  J^^^/\^ 
shall* be  appmnted  by  congress,  except  in  eases^  bf»-  banal. 
iweea  the  dtieens  of  this  commonwealth;  which  shall 
ba  to  -the  court  of  appeals,  giving  bond  witb  stinelyy  in 
Ifi^  lattUT'to  prosecute  the  appeal  and  perform  tfaeseo- 
leoce^  iC  it*  be  affirmed.     If  the  -aeaofise  qf  any  vessel 
has  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  iiMde  by  anoficcD^f 
this  commotiwealth,  and  a  prosecution  instituted  tbeae- 
<MH  in  which  the  respondent  or  respondents  shall  have 
prevailed  or  hereafter  may  prevail,  one  moiety  6f  the 
costs  of  such  prosecution  after  having  been  audited  by 
tbe  auditors  of  publick  accounts,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
treasurer,  provided  the  court  have  certified  or  shall 
certify  that  there  was  probable  cause  for  suchseisure. 
Tbejudgesof  the  present  court  of  admiralty,  to  wit:  gi^^n^TO 
jtenjomin  Waller,  Richard  Cai;y,  and  WUliaai  Bos-  ed  in  office 
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cow  Wilson  Curie,  esquires,  are  hereby  confirmee}  in 
their  office,  and  shall  take  precedence  as  they  are 
here  named. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

An  act  to  sever  certain  lots  from  the 
townof  Duvf\fries^  held  by  Wiltiam 
Grayson^  gentleman. 

Ceri&inlbU     WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  fhis  present 
of  WiUiam   general  assembly,  that  William  Ghrayson,  gentlenianjf 
«jTAfton,  se*  is  seized  of  twelve  lots  in  the  town  of  Durofries  and* 
ti^'towi^  county  of  Princp  Wiirmm,  which  from  their tmountaitiv 
Bumfries.      ous  situation  are  no  wi^  beneficial  to  the  said  town;^ 
and  It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  said  WiUiani; 
Grajrson,  were  the  said  lots  severed  therefrom:  Be  U\ 
therefore  enacted  by  the  Hener^d  Aisemblify  That  tlrt? 
said  twelve.lots  of  land,  numbered  from  ninety  tWQ.tO; 
«  one  hundred  and  three  inclumve,  together  with  ^U^Ii: 

fiarts  of  Oroonoko,  Hedgnmn,  and  back  streets,  aS^' 
run  through  or  on  the  back  of  the  same,  sh^ll  be  se* 
vered  from  and  not  taken  as  part  of  the  said  U>ym:QS- 
'   Bamfries,  but  the  said  lots  and  parts  of  streets  <afaov€^ 
descrUbed^  shall  fi*om  henceforth  be  absohitely  li^sled 
in  the  said  WjUiam  Graj^on,  and  his;heir»  forte^r^ 
And  tbat;so  ranch  of  an  act^ntiiled  ^f  An  aol  fon^an^ 
lai^nig^the  tewiis  o^Frederick&bnrg  and  W-Mwhestier*: 
tliexiityofWiUtamUMirg,  and  town  oft I)a«(Ufie«,''  W^. 
cMies-witbiathe  pemew  of  thts^act,'  is.k^id^  »i^, 
pealed.  ,  '  ,r 
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MAT  177»-^  or  COHmomtBALTSL  |«| 

CHAP.  XXVIII. 

An  act  to  authorise  certain  trustees 
to  pay  to  William  Todd^  gentleman^ 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of 
lands^  and  for  other  purposes* 

AV  HERE  AS  by  an  act  of  ^assembly  passed  In  the  Ccttaitttiwk 
J5e4r  of  oar  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hqndved  add  Jfi^^^^ 
seventy  two,  entitled  **  An  act  to  dock  the  intail  of  to  William 
certain  laiids  whereof  William  Todd,  gentleman,  is  Ta^d.  tlic 
seized,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  the  fiJ^^^JJ^^ 
said  lands  were  vested  in  George  Brooke,  Gregory  his  eataUe^ 
Btf^^to;  WiHiam  Lyne,  John  Tayloe  Corbin,  apd  Iwis. 
lUclmtfd^TunstaU,  junioT)  gentlemen,  or  any  three  of 
d»giii  hrtrast,' that  they  or  the  major  part  of  them 
silBo\d  fairly  sell  and  dis^sbse  of  the  said  lands  and  con- 
vey ;die*samc'iD  thepurchaser  infee,  and  that  tbemo* 
ney  ^Vistng-from  stmh  sale  should  be  by  the  said  iros^ 
trees*  fard  out  in  the  purchase  of  slaves  to  be  vested  iO' 
ilie  said*  William  Todd,  and  to  descend  and  go  as  the 
said  tands-nrouid  have  descended  and  gone.      And  it 
b^ng  riepiFesented  to  this  assembly  by  tfae^aid  William 
T(^d,  that  the  said  trustees  have  %(M  and  conveyed*, 
the  Silfd  htids,-  bat  have  failed  to  fay  out  tiie  purchase* 
Mk)tiey  according  to  tlie  dtreotiotis  of  the  said  recited 
^\  Jivhieh' Cannot  now  be  done  consistent  with  the 
\iwttiC  ^m  commonweaHh.      Be  it  ther^wre  enacted^ 
ThatHlt^'sard  trustees  shall  account  forand  pay  the  said 
in^ti^*t6'the  said  WiHiam  Todd,  his  executors,  ad«' 
mini^i^ffors,  or  assigns;  and  that  so  much  of  the  said 
resetted  aet  m  directs  the  said  trustees^  to  lay  out  the 
sM  iMitey  in  the  purchase  of  slaves,^  shall  be,  and  the 
Bame  is  hereby  repealed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ClUP.  XXIX.  '      ? 

,    An  act  for  paying  the  tvages  of  the 
memhei^s  of  this  present  session  of 
Assembly. 

Wa'  OS  of     WHEREAS  by  an  act  entitled  "  Ah  act  for  fixing 
tuemhersof  the  illowance  of  the  mcinbers  of  general  assembly," 
jjciieral  as-    passed  at  this  present  session  by  authority  from  the 
M^m^ted"^  body  of  the  people,  it  was  provided  that  the  said  al- 
and puid*      lowance  should  be  of  fifty  pounds  of  neat  tobacco  by 
the  day  for  attendance  on  assembly,  two  pounds  of  the 
like  tobacco  for  every  mile  they  must  neces^arilv  tra- 
vel going  to  or  from  the  same  together  with  their  feir- 
riQges,  to  be  paid  to  theih  in  money  oat  of  the  pub- 
lick  treasury,  at  suob  rate  as  shall  be  estimaitedby  the 
grand  jury  at  the  session  of*  the  general  court  next^ 
before  the  meeting  of  each  respective  session  of  iaissem*^ 
bly,  governing  themselves  in  the  said  estimate  by  the 
v^orth  of  the  said  tobacco,  and  the  competence  of  the 
s^me  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  travellii^ 
and  attendance;  but  no  mode  was  pointed  out  for  e^- 
titnatinp:  the  said  tobacco  for  this  present  sessioni  J?e 
(irandjuryi/  therefore  enacted^  Th&t  the  grand  jury  whicb  shall 
at  general     be  swoni  nt  tlic  first  session  of  the  general  court  after 
♦h^atc  the^^*  ^^^  pasi^iiig  of  ihis  act,  shall  make  the  said  estimate  afl 
piire  of  to-    Well  for  the  present,  as  for  any  session  which. may  enr* 
itacco,  paya.  ^ue*  and  such  estimation  being  made  it  shall  be  lawM 
^eVof  a^'    for  the  several  members  to  receive  payment  of  thesamd 
sembly.        of  the  treasurer,  for  their  attendance  at,  and  travelling 
to,  and  from,  the  present  session,  and  their  ferriages^ 
observing  the  forms  heretofore  prescribed  by  law.  No 
person  shail  henceforward  be  capable  of  serving  on 
any  grand  jury  in  the  general  court  while  he  shall  be 
a  member  of  either  house  of  assembly  or  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  therein.     The  grand  juries  of  the  general 
court  shall  be  sworn  by  the  clerk  to  make  the  estimate 
directed  by  the  said  act,  honestly,  impartially,  and  ac-* 
cording  to  the  plain  intention  of  the  said  act;  and  if 
they  shall  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  price  at  which  the 
ssfd  tobacco  shall  be  estimated,  the  sum  at  which  eve- 
ry of  the  said  jurors  estimates  it,  shall  be  distinctly 
noted  in  writing  and  the  whole  added  together,  and 


% 
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May  i*rt»wM  at  tmmtimkum        m» 

fhe  amotnit  thereof  divided  by  tbe  Dunber  of  tesei^ht 
shall  have  given  hk  their  estimate^  and  tbe  qootient  or 
liverage  value  wKith  shall  result  from  this  operatioii 
he^  or  such  other  taiQ  near  thereto  as  to  avoid  fracti^piUi 
^f  ibal'  be  approved  by  a  msyprity  otf  tbem,  shall  be  the 
^     ^imate  at  which  the  said  allowances  shall  be  paid. 


he 

al-         :  ,  V 

m       '^  CHAP-.  XXX; 

J I  An  dctjhr  continuing  an  act  entitled 
b  An  act  to  empower  the  govemowi^ 
^,  and  coundi  to  lay  urn-  embargo  for 
a  limited  time. 


WHEREAS  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  the  yfar       ^,.„,.^ 
me  tbonsaod  seven  hundred  and  sevf  nty,  ci^bt,.  wti-  ^gSJS^ 
tied  *<  An  act  to  empower  the  goVernoor  and  council  nor  ami 
to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,"  will  expire  at  couiidl,to 
fteend  of  this  present  sessicHi  of  assembly,  and  it  is  ^/^'J^ 
aecessaiy  the  sune  should  be  continued;  Be  it  Aere-  th^coiitiih 
fore  ma^ed.  That  the  said  raited  act  shall  continue  utd. 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  expiration  thereof, 
•oliKhetodoftliB  naxlseroioo  of  assembly,  and  no 
bngen 


iToi^'Xf^ 
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i^  liAMTS  OP  VmOINU,  .  Z,y      ^ 

V'*-;;  '.     ■  CHAP.  XXXI..      .^        ';.,'.'i 

l«!!i ^^  An  act  for  continuins  an  act  entitled 
OT]  An  actjor  giving  certain  powers  to 

the  governour  and  council. 

^ts  ^\\\WK     WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly^  passed  in  the  year 

cer ftin  pow-  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  enti- 

ew  to  goTcr- 4i5(j  *<  An  act  for  giving  certain  powers  lo  thegover- 

councif  *!«■-  "^"''  ^"^  council,"  which  was  continued  *  by  an  act 

tlier  contin.  entitled  "  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  fer:giviDg  car- 

ued.  lain,  powers  to  the  goverpour  and  council/'  which  was 

farther  continued  by  an  act  entitled  <^  An  ^ct  to  extend 

the  powers  of  the  governour  and  council,"  wifl  ^pire 

at  the  end  of  this  present  session,  of  asseinblyf*  and  it  is 

expedient  that  the  same  should  be  farther  continued; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  act  entitled  <^<  An  act 

for  giving  t:evtain  powers  to  the  governour  and  cooih 

.  city"  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  from  and. alter  ite 

expiradon  thereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  sesrioQttf 

.   assembly,  and  no  longer. 

,   •     •■        .•••''■'               •          •                             .         ..::.•.;• 
:     .\   ■  '    -  •       *  '  •  :      '    .  \-    \  •«: 

CHAP-  XXXU. 

v^^^'^fAn  act  for  contmuihg  an  act  entitled 
^  An  act  to  empower  the  govemotar 

and  council  to  superintend  and  r€^ 
gulate  the  puhlick  jail. 

Act  cflfiow.     WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly,  passed  in  Aty^mt 

nor  a^"^^'  one  th  u  ud  seven  hundred  and  seventy  Mr|i||,  enti* 
council  to  ^'^*^  **  ^"  ^^^  ^  empower  the  governour  and  conncit 
^itiperintend  to  superintend  and  iHcgttlate  the  pvWi^ jail,''  W^I'^X* 
T"^  '^''ur^^k^  P'*^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  of  this  pnea^nt  session  pf  assembjjM^fA 
Ulfuxuler   it  is  iiccessaqr  the  mae  , should  be  continttQ(^  JSe 
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tfid  act  sbalt  contioae  and  be  hi  force  froitl  and  aA«|» 
Ae  expiration  thereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  assembljy  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  XXXlfl. 

4n  uctjbr  edntinuing  ah  act  Entitled  i[u«^\,^ 
**  An  <wi  ta  enahle  the  go^ernour  and  ^^*'J 
f  dauncil  to  supply  the  armies  and 
nabifis  of  the  United  States  and  of 
.ikeir  allies  with  gram  and  flour. 

•*  ^  WlIEI^AS  the  aet  pf  asseiobiy,  passed  in  tlie  year  Act  to  ena- 
'^nse  tiKmsand  sevea  )»aadred  and  seventy  eight,  ^Q^i^^^o/^^  " 
ded  '^  Aaact  to  eaable  the  govemonr  s^  council  to  council  to 
^ituppiy  tAearmies  and  navies  of  the  United  Stales,  and  aappTy  «r- 
of  their  allies  with  grain  and  flour,"  will  expire  at  the  "?'^  ?It  ^* 
end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  ne«  ted  States  & 
cessary  the  same  should  be  continued;  Be  it  therefore  their  bIHcs^ 
tMcttd  by  the  General  Jlmmbly^   That  the  said  act  fl^fjjjlj* 
iiall  continue  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  expi-  coaOMted.^' 
ration  thereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  as* 
lembly,  and  no  longer. 


\■\'^.^ 


'^'    .:..        .     CHAP.  XXXIV> 

An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
'  - '  (kvhf-  to  the  auditors  efhruUtckac- 

\     o&mts.  :....'. 

:^  WB&mH^  the  salaiia  allowed  io  the  cjerk  of    8»UrH»'«f 
fSfctwMils  and  the  assistant  clerit,  by  m  act  etttMfd  ^^.^^. 
'**.Aii  act  fbrestaUlBbing  a  b«ard  of  awliwww  of  pi*-  e^jji^.','  < 
'fck  accow«i;»»  hVHf  been  fbtttid  iiuMefWt*  ta  tbelr 
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AHi(r«;  'Jlfo  ifiherifire  en^aiJeah^  the  Qpietal^iS^im 
U^,  Thai^e  said  foroier  salaries  sMI  cease^  aa^'h^  ' 
K^u  thereof  shaUi>e  paid  to  each  of  the  said  cleric  thai 
aum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  by  the  year. 


Juttieef  of 
Stafford 
county  em- 
powered to 
ascertain 
centre  of 
county,  by 
actual  sur- 
vey, for  pur- 
pose of  e- 
fecung 
court  house. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

An  act  to  empower  the  Justices  ofStaJ\ 
ford  county  tojix  on  a  proper  place 
for  erecting  their  courthouse. 

WHEREAS  at  is  represented  to  this  present  gene- 
ral assembly  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Staf- 
ford, that  the  place  fixed  on  by  the  justices  there6f  for 
building  a  courthouse  at  or  near  Mr,  Wjlliam  Gar- 
rard's, IS  neither  central  nor  convenient;  Be  it  therefore 
enacted^  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  sard 
county,  or  a  majority  of  them  shall,  on  or  before  th§ 
first  day  of  October  next,  having  fi^st  by  actual  surve^ 
ascertained  the  centre  thereof  A>rovided  such  survey 
be  by  voluntary  subscription^  fix  on  some  place  a^. 
near  such  centre  as  convenience  will  admit,  for  build* 
ihg  their  courthouse. 


Varther 
time  allowed 
tfMlr^lttUiers 
oTlolsia 
tavaafiSath 


CHAP.  XXXVl.  ; 

An  act  for  giving  a  farther  timet  t^^, 
tfie  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  towi^ 
of  Bath  to  build  thereon. 

WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  assembly,  ^qtiiled  ''An 
act  for  giving  a  farther  time  to  the  purchasers  of  loti^ 
ift  the  town  of  Bath  lo  build  thereon,"  the  period! 
tltMrn-  Honted  Am  tiist  pitiim^  will  exgin  on  tbo 
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HAtf  mSK^  OF  COMMONWEALTH  |0^ 

iortc^jr.Qr September  Bezt^  and  from  the  difficnt^^f 
pHHMing  materials  for  building,  it  is  necessary  a  far^ 
Aer  timtf  should  be  allowed;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  &y 
the  Gmerd  Asiembly,  That  the  purchasers  of  lota  io 
the  said  town  of  Bath  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
^ghty  two,  as  a  farther  time  to  build  upon  and  ^ve 
fhe  same;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  XXXVIL 

An  act  for  disposing  of  the  glebe  of 

Russell  parish'^  and  for  other  pur^  • 

,  poses.  •:\       - 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  present  gene^     vesiry.of 
ral  assembly  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  ^g"^"^'^^* 
die  minister  of  the  parish  of  Russell,  in  the  county  of  ^^of'^^d-^; 
Bedford}  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  thereof)  to  sell  tord.  author,' 
^e  glebe  laijds  of  the  said  parish,  and  to  lay  out  the  i*ed  to  ^seU 

money  arising  from  such  sale  in  the  purchase  of  other         ^  *  ^' 
lands  for  a  gfebe;  Be  U  therefore  enacted  by  the  Gene-  , 
red  Assembly^  That  the  said  glebe  h^nd^  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in 
Richard  Stilh,  William  Laftwitch,*  James  Callaway, 
Jeremiah  E^ly,  and  Jobo-Quarles,  gentlemen  in  trnst| 
that  tbey,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  sell  the 
lands  aforesaid  at  publick  auction,  for  the  best  price 
Aat  can  be  got,  and  convey  the  same  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  thereof,  his  or  their  heh^  and  assigns 
for  ever.    And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  money 
isoi^g  from  such  sale  shall  be  by  the  said  Richard 
§U^.Wyriam  Laftwitch,  Jamea  Callaway,  Jeremiah 
Early,  and  John  Quarles,  laid  out  and  applied  towards 
purchasing  a  more  convenient  glebe  for*  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  minister  of  the  sind  parish  for  die  time 
^eingfor  ^W; 
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CHAP.  XXXVllI. 

An  act  to  empower  the  Justices  of 
Nansemond  county  to  hold  cmtrts 
at  such  place  as  they  shall  appoints 
and Jbr  other  purposes.  . 

s.'n*SJ„Tnd'^  .  WHEREAS  by.  the  burokg  of  the  town  of  Sqflblk, 
authorisedto  ]^  "\^  countj  of  Nansemond,  by  the  enemy  inflate 
appoint  a  invasion,  the  coiirthouse  of  the  said  county  was  also 
hiwiii?'  destroyed,  whereby  the  justices  of  the  said  county  will 
courtsj—the  ^^  i"ndered  from  holding  courts  if  npt  remedied  Bs 
tovrn  of  buf.  tt  therefore  .enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  amt- 
S^a  w!i?  ^^^*^«^^*  of  Virginia,  and  it  i^  hereby  enacted  by  th^ 
by  the  ene.  ^^f^^nty  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  ipay  be  lawfiil 
my.  for  the  justices  of  the  said  county,  after  publick  notice 

given,  to  meet  and  agree  upon  a  proper  place  for 
erecting  a  courthouse  and  prison,  and  to  appoint  some 
:  person  w  persons  to  agree  with  an  undertaker  for  per- 

formance of  such  work t  and  the  expense  thereof  shall 
by  the  court  of  the  said  county  be  levied  and  'assessed 
on  the  inhabitants  thereof,  in  tbe  same  roanqer  as  other 
claims  against  the  county  are  by  law  directed  to  be 
levied  and  assessed. 

^'^nd  be  it  farther  enaeted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  th^  jifsfices  pf  the  said  cojinty  shall  have  full 
power  and  aulhoiity  to  hold  courts  at  the  courthouse 
so  to  be  erected,  apd  tQ  hear  an()  determine  all  mat-r 
ters^^ogniiable  before  them;  und  until  such  coufthouse 
can  be  erected,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
justices  to  hold  courts  for  the  said  countv  at  sucb  con-  • 
venient  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  and  to  hear  and 
determme  all  matters  cognizable  before  them  without 
the  formality  of  a  writ  of  adjournment,  and  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  from  the  place  so  appointed  to  the 
said  courthouse,  when  the  same  shall  be  erected,  with-' 
out  suing  out  a  writ  of  adjournment;  any  law;  custom^ 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  be  ii 
farther  enacted,  That  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county 
shall  cause  publick  notice  to  be  given  of  the  place  ap^ 
poioted  by  tbe  said  jiisliees  for  hoMk^  courts,  until 
Sttch  courthouse  shall  be  built. 
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CHAP.  XXXIX. 

iffn  act  for  farther  suspending  the 
payirient  of  the  salaries  heretofore 

'  'given  the  Clergy  of  the  church  of 
England. 

.    WHEREAS  by  ari  act  of  general  assembly,  passed     sikmcs  kA 
Ifi*  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  ^uJ^^^f* 
sfxrerttHled''*  Aii  act  for  exempttdg  the  diflerent  socie-  England  for- 
ties'of  tKssenters,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men-  ther  co^g* 
fitme^f''  It  was  enacted  that  so  much  of  an  act  of  as-  ^^^*     j^K 
Si^WWy  n*»de  hi  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
^ndNiSrly  eighty  entitled  "An  act  for  the  support  of 
ttie  dergy,  and  for  the  regular  collecting  and  paying 
ffte  parrsh  levies,"  or  any  other  act  providing  salaries 
for  the  ministers,  and  authorizing  the  vestries  to  levy 
i\ie  ^ahie,  except  as  in  the  eases  excepted  by  the  said 
acit,  Ti-as  sqspended  until  the  end  of  the  then  next  ses-*' 
si  on' of  assembly;  which  said  act  hath  been  farthei^sus* 
pended  by  several  oiher  acts  until  the  end  of  this  ses- 
sion of  asi^tnhly,  and  it  is  judged  reasonable  that  the 
SaSd  suspension  should  be  farther  continued:    Be  it 
ih^efore  enacted  by  the  General  .Assembly^   That  so 
fffli^h  of  the  said  act  entided  "  An  act  for  the  support 
if  the*  clergy,  and  tor  the  regular  collecting  and  pay- 
fiii^4he  parish  levies,"  as  was  suspended  by  the  act  of 
^'TS/tfhall,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  farther  sos- 
frefldM  tintil  the  end  df  the  next  session  of  assembly. 


>•  J 
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CHAP.  XL. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  a^t  entitled  Ati 
:  act  to  prohibit  the  diHillatiim  of 
Spirits  from  corn^  wheats  rye^  and 
^  other  gr^ain^  for  a  limited  time.  . 

Act  pwjJ^i-  BjB  f^  enojttei  by  ike  General  Assembly,  That  the 
tionof  sp^  *^^  ofasscrably,  passed  in  the  year  one  thoussiDd  sevea 
fits  from  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  pro* 
grain  repeal-  bibit  the  distillation  of  spit*its  from  tdnif  wheat,  rye^ 
^^*  and  other  grain  for  a  limited  time/'  be,  and  the  same 

is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  XU. 

An  act  for  disposing  of  the  glebe  in 
the  parish  ojSt.  Anne^  in  the  coun-^, 
ty  of  Albemarle^  and  for  other  pter^ 
poses* 

Uksbe  of  pm.     WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  present  gen^, 
At^*  Ai  '**  assembly  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Plu**' 
bSaarle"  to  ^anna,  in  the  county  of  Fluvanna,  that  by  a  late  divi- 
betold«atui  sion  of  the  parish  of  Saint  Anne,  in  the  county  of  AW* 
»«»«ydlvi-  bemarle,  the  glebe  lands  and  improvements  whidl* 
^dk«r^"  belongCKj  to  the  parish  of  Saint  Anne  before  the  Av^-* 
ItTA^ne  8(  sion,  noM^  remain  in  the  said  parish  of  Saint  Ann^ 
FluTAnoau     and  it  is  Just  and  right  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ^aijp 
parish  ot  Fluvanna  should  receive  their  proportional 
ble  part  of  the  value  thereof:  Be  it  thertfore  ehdcted^ ' 
That  the  said  glebe  with  the  appurtenances,  be,  att4'^ 
fhe  same  is  hereby  vested  in  Thomas  Napier,  Gfeorgi^' 
Thomson,  John  Cole,  and  John  Harris,  or  any  three 
of  them  in  trust,  that  they  sell  and  convey  the  same 
fiur  a  valuable  consideration  to  be  bona  jide  received 
to  atgr  person  or  penons  wilUfifio  become  pistt^hasers 
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thereof,  to  bold  to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  in 
fee  simple;  that  the  raoney  arising  from  such  sale  shall 
be  equally  divided  between  the  said  parishes  of  Saint 
An^  ara-Fluvaona,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
t^Ijablei  in  eftph  parish^  and  the  vestries  of  the  said 
p^^^es  respectively,  shall  apply  the  money  when  re* 
dnvcd  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  for  a  glebe  for 
the  useof  tlieir respective  ministers  for  the  time  being 
for  ever. 


CHAP.  XUI. 

An  act  to  restrict  the  delegates  of  this  icb*ii.Bev. 
commonwealth  in  congress  from  ^«*  ^'  ^^'^ 
gaging  in  any  trade  either  foreign 
or  domestick. 

,i  ^Bk  enacted  by  the.Gmieral  Jtssemili/,  That  every  Delegrtes  to 
dele^te  hereafter  to  be  chosen  to  represent  this  com-  ^ft^^^rom 
itfbhweaUh  in  congress,  shall  before  he  departs  t)iis  enga^g  la 
s^ttft;take'tfae  IbUowing  oath  or  affinnatidn,  to  b^  ad«  tnde. 
ministered  by  any  member  of  the  privy  council,  or 
jastice  of  the  peace  within  this  commonwealth,  to  wit: 
"  I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  1  am  not 
directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  any  merchandize, 
eit^ier  foreign  or  dumesiick,  except  for  commodities  of 
my  own  growth  or  manufacture;  and  that  J  will  not 
epgage  in  any  such  merchandize  so  long  as  I  continue 
a  delegate  in  congress.  So  help  me  God." 

•    jj.  .ind  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  each  of  the  deTe-    Thdr  o%% 
gktes  heretofore  chosen,  and   now  representmg  tnis  to  th*t  ef- 
stat^  ip  congress,  shall  take  the  said  oath  or  affirma-'  '••^ 
lion,  which  shall  be  admiuistered  to  them  by  any  one" 
of  the  delegates  hereafter  to  be  chosen,  he  having  pre^ 
viously  Caken  the  said  oath  or  affirmiation. 

Vol.  9.  P 
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CHAP.  XUII. 

/in  act  for  adding  part  of  the  county 
oj  Augusta^  to  the  county  of  Mo^ 
nongalia^  and  other  purposes.        i 

FOK  adding  part  of  the.  county  of  Augusta  to  tbe 
Part  of  the  county  of  Monongalia:  Beit  enacted  hy  the  Oenerei 
county  of     Jlssembly,  That  all  that  part  of  the  said  county  of  Aq- 
deTt^^n^'  gusta  that  lies  to  the  north  w/'st  of  the  following  linef, 
nongniia.        ^^  ^'it^    Beginning  at  the  dividing  ridge  between  tbe 
waters  of  Elk  and  little  Kenhawa  rivers,  and  running 
thence  till  it  intersects  the  ridge  between  the  western 
fork  of  Monongalia  and  Elk  river,  thence  with  the 
said  dividing  ridge  to  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  df 
Tygers  Valley  and  Buchanan  prongs  of  the  Monon- 
galia, thence  with  the  said  ridge  to  the  intersection  of 
the  said  Tygers  Valley  prong  by  the  said  ridge,  thence 
with  the  said  ridge  to  the  old  line  on  the  ridge  be- 
tween the  waters  of  Tygers  Valley  prong  and  those  of 
Cheat  river,  and  thence  with  the  said  ridge  that  di- 
vides Cheat  river  and  the  waters  of  Potowmack  shalll 
be  added  to,  and  made  part  of  the  county  of  Monon- 
galia. 

Provided  always^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  hinder  the  slieriff  or  collector  of 
the  said  county  of  Augusta  from  collecting  and  mak- 
ing distress  for  any  levies,  taxes,  or  officers  fees  whi<^ 
may  be  due  and  unpaid  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  but 
such  sheriff  or  collector  may  collect  and  distrain  for 
the  same,  and  be  answerable  for  them  in  like  roann^ 
as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made. 

Provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  ^hall 
be  construed  to  hinder  the  court  of  the  said  coufityof- 
Augusta  from  laying  their  respective  levies  for  this 
present  year  upon  that  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  ifae 
said  county  hereby  added  to  the  said  county  of  Mo-> 
nongalia,  and  that  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  'of 
Augusta  shall  collect  and  account  for  the  same  in  lik^ 
manner  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made. 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 

An  act  for  the  manumission  of  a  cer- 
tain Slave. 

•   WHEREAS  a  negro  man  slave  named  Kilt,  the  j^  ^  ^^^^ 
property  of  a  certain  Hinchia  Mabry  of  the  county  of  the  proper-* 
Brunswick,  hath  lately  rendered' meritorious  service  ^y  o*' ^'S^*** 
tp  this  cqmmoDweHlth,  in  making  the  first  information  jJ^^^J  j 
apd  discovery  against  several  persons  concerned  in  for  his  meri*. 
4?oiiQterfe]ting  money,  whereby  so  dangerous  a  con- «:orio"«»er- 
^eracy  has  been  in  some  measure  broken,  and  some  ^^^^"^  *'*  *^!"' 
pf  the  offenders  have  been  discovered  and  brought  to  counterfeit* 
trial;  and  il  is  judged  expedient  to  manumit  him  for  er« otmoncf 
#PGh  service;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Ji&- 
iiemf^y^.  That  ti;ie  said  Kitt  be,  and  he  is  hereby  decla- 
jae^  to  be  emancipated  and  set  free;  any  law  or  usage 
lo  tl^e  contrary  notwithstanding,      jind  it  t5  farther 
enacted^  That  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  may, 
-and  he.  is  hereby  required  to  pay  to  the  said  Hinchia 
JIf  abry^  on  producing  the  auditors  warrant,  which  they 
grp  hereby  directed  to  grant,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pot^Qds  out  of  the  publick  treasury,  as  a  full  compen- 
M^OB  for  the  said  slave. 


CHAP.  XLV.j  .        [From  Bevi- 

^  ted  BiUt  of 

r      An  act  concerning  escheators.       xxtv.*"^^* 

22.— Chan. 
I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  general  Assembly^  That  there  i^er.  p.  106.) 
jjiall  be  one  escheator  commissioned  in  every  county  e^^^iJ^**'^' 
^y  the  governour,  on^  recommendation  from  the  court  jVonhem. 
oftbe  saflae  county,  except  the  counties  in  the  Northern  AVcAr,  how 
JJcck,  who  shall  execute  his  office  in  proper  person,  ^PP^^^^^ 
.and  not  by  deputy;  and  shall  before  the  court  of  the 
xoumy  be    bound  in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand 
pounds  with  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  same 
court,  duly  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  office. 
The  said  escheator  shall  sit  in  convenient  and  open 
places,  and  shall  take  his  inquests  of  fit  persons,  whp 
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shall  be  returned  and  empamietled  by  the  shffMT^ 
{*J|]J^2i^^*  ^^  county,  and  shall  suffer  every  person  to  give  evi** 
^*^******       dence  openly  in  their  presence  to  suth  hiqne«;  an^  ^^] 
said  inquisition  so  taken,  shall  be  by  indentures,  to  h€ 
ihade  between  the  said  escheator  and  them  of  the  iti^' 
qnest,  whereof  the  counterpart,  sealed  by  the  eschea^i- 
tor,  shall  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  fiirst  persdn- 
that  shall  be  sworn  in  tlie  said  jury,  and  by  him  'shall' 
*      .  be  returned  to  the  ccmrt  of  the  same  county,  Aere  to* 

be  recorded;  and  the  other  part,  sealed  by  the  juroi^"* 
shall  by  the  escheator  be  sent  into  the  general  cavnW 
within  two  months  after  the  inquest  taken;  and  if\tb0 
ibund  for  the  commonwealth,  and  there  be  any  maifi^ 
that  will  make  claim* to  the  lands,  he  shall  there  be 
Trtrtne  ^^^  without  delay  on  a  traverse  to  the  office,  mon'^ 
mimtratfde  ^rans  de  droity  or  petition  of  right;  and  the  saidlandrf 
drtdt,  peti-     or  tenements  shall  be  committed  to  him  if  he  shevi^ 
^gi  of  right.  gpQj  evidence  of  his  right  and  title,  to  hold  until  tM 
' «'      right  shall  be  found  and  discussed  for  the  common^ 
wealth,  or  for  the  party  finding  sufficient  ^^irety  t<t 
prosecute  his  suit  with  effect,  and  to  render  and  pa^ 
to  the  commonwealth  the  yearly  value  of  the  lands,  if 
fhe  fight  b^  discussed  for  the  commonwealth.      N4 
How  long  lands  or  tenemenu  seized  into  the  hands  of  the  coRTi- 
tft^  to  re-    Qionweahh,  upon  such  inquests  taken  before  escheafl^ 
y»ij  i"        ^rs,  shall  be  in  any  wise  granted,  nor  to  farm  let -id 
~2^^^      any  if  it  be  not  to  him  or  them  which  elaim  as  is  tt(6t^ 
heincgnA'  ^id,  till  t|ie  same  inquests  and  verdicts  be  fully  i^ 
M.  Iqrned  into  tlie  general  court,  nor  within  twelve  months 

^ter  tlie  same  return,  but  sha|l  entirely  and  contmt^ 
ally  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  escheators,  "v^ho  shall 
answer  tq  the  commonwealth  the  issues  and  prd^tk 
yearly  coming  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  wittv 
out  doing  waste  or  destruction.      If  no  person  within 
Dat^  of  (he  twelve  months  before  mentioned  make  claim  to 
4erk  of  ge- the  lands  or  tenements  sS  seized,  or  claim  being  so 
to^rtT 'to  ™*^®'  '^^  H  ^^  found  and  discussed  for  the  common* 
ei^eator.     weaUh,  the  clerk  of  the  general  court  shall,  within  two 
months  thereafter,  certify  to  the  escheator  of  the  coun- 
ty wherein  the  lands  lie,  that  no  claim  hath  been  made, 
or  that  being  made,  it  hath  been  discussed  for  the  com* 
Eacheated  monwealth;  wliich  escheator  shall  thereupon  proceed 
tegjy  when    to  make  sale  of  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
f4f  wealth,  to  him  who  will  give  the  most,  afler  one  month's 

publick  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  doing  the  samfi 
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4id<^imH  cav^fy  tfaefmrebaatraDd  price  to  iha  regti»> 

tor  of  tbe  tand  office,  wbo  on  receiving  a  certificaie.  * 

tittt  such  price  b^k  been  psud  into  the  treasury,  shall        ^  '    *' 

l^ave  a  granc  executed  to  the  purchaser  in  such  man* 

ner  as  bf  law.  directed  in  the  case  of  unappropriateib 

\vid€.      Where  any  person  holds  lands  or  tenements  PartiealAriA. 

fit  t^rm  o/f  years^  or  hath  any  rent,  common  office  fee,  terwtsm 

^,otli^  profit,  appreliender*  of  any  estate  ^''^hold,''^^!^^ 

%p  (or  years,  or  otherwise  ou4  of  such  lands  or  tene^J  tccorS^ 

sieats,  which  shall  not  be  found  in  such  offire  or  in** 

q<Msitioa,  such  p^ersoo  shall  bold  and  ei^oy  his  lease,^ 

iptefest,  rent,  common  office  fee,  and  profit,  apprehend 

der  jn  manner  as  if.no  such  office  or  inquisition  had 

beea-fiNind,  or  as  if  such  lease,  interest,  rent,  common 

o^ce,  or  profit,  apprehender  hath  been  found  in  such 

|a(|uisition.    Also  if  one  person  or  more  be  found  heb    Beni<^y  19 

h^  office  or  iaquisition  in  one  county,  and  another  ^^^^^n^* 

|^r»>o<be  f(9und  heir  to  the  same  person  in  another  ofimtrueia- 

ccMmty;  or  if  any  person  be  untruly  found  hinatick^  quests. 

ideot,  or  dead;  or  where  it  shall  be  untruly  found  tiiat 

i^ay  pei$on  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  is  seised  of 

an/  lands,' tenements,  or  liereditaments,  at  the  time  of 

fioeh  treason,  or  ielony  committed,  or  any  time  aAeri 

whereunto  ftny  other  person  hath  any  just  title  or  ht* 

teresc  o/any  estate  of  Ireehold,  the  person  grieved  by  ) 

lacb  office  or  inquisition,  may  have  his  traverse  or  «     ^ 

mmiram  de  drak  to  the  same,  without  being  driven  '« 

la  any.petitioaof  right,  and  proceed  to  trial  therein,  « 

and  iuiv«  like  remedy  and  restitution  upon  his  tide  *  * 

(Qund  or  judged  for  him  therein,  as  in  other  cases  rf 

5nvverse  upon  untrue  inquisition  found. 

^  ^  80  in  the  original,  and  Chan.  Rev.  but  it  is  a  mistakf.    (t 
pkodid  he  •*  apprender,"  as  in  the  Bhwed  BilU  of  1779. 
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CHAP.  XL VI. 

An  act  giving  salaries  to  certain  o^ 
cers  of  government. 

BE  it  enacted^  That  the  several  officers  herein  after 
mentioned  shall,  for  their  respective  services,  be  enti- 
tled to  liie  following  sirlaries,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
publick  treasury  in  quarterly  payments,  after  the  same 
shall  hrive  been  audited  according  to  law. 
Balariesof      To  the  governour  or  chief  magistrate  of  this  coni* 
governor;      moinvealth  the  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred 
n  re    po""f^^  P^**  3^""""^'   *To  the  members  of  the  privy 
'  council  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  two  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  to  be  divided  amongst  them,  agreeable  to 
Treasurer,     their  attendance  on  tlie  duties  of  their  office.     To  the 
treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  the  sum  of  three  thou* 
Auditors^      sand  pounds  per  annum.     To  each  auditor  of  publick 
accounts  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 
Members  of  To  the  members  of  the  board  of  war  the  sura  of  fifteen 
Of^rade^*^'  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  each.      To  the  members 
of  the  board  of  trade  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds 
Judges,        per  annum  each.     To  the  judges  of  the  high  court  of 
chancery,  the  general  court,  and  the  court  of  admiral- 
ty, each  for  their  services,  in  their  respective  offices, 
as  well  as  in  the  court  of  appeals  the  sum  of  twelve 
Attorney  hundred  pounds  per  annum.    To  the  attorney  generail 
fi^enferal.        the  sum  6f  twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum.     To 
the  clerks  of  the  board  of  war  and  trade  each,  the  sum 
bo  ^^^^Y  ^^  ^f  ^'g^t  hundred  pounds  per  annum. .  To  the  clerk  of 
And  trade.      ^^^  P^ivy  council  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  poui^ds 
per  annum.  • 

Judg^esof  The  judges  of  the  superiour  courts  shall  make  such 
•uperior  allowances  from  time  to  time  to  their  respective  offi- 
thori8ed"to  ^^^^*  ^^  ^^^y  ^''^'^  think  reasonable,  taking  into  ac- 
make  allow-  count  the  time  past  for  which  no  allo>rance  hath  been 
*h^-^'  ffi  made  by  the  assembly,  which  allowances  when  made, 
tbeirofficcn  g^^j  audited,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  any 
publick  money  in  his  hands. 
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CHAP.  XLVIL 

/hi  act  to  dbpluce  the  Irustees  of  the 
Apwn   oJSiaunlon^  and  for  other 
-  pu7^/joses  therein  mentioned. 

Zi U  xi  enacted  by  the  General  jJssembly,  That  the    Trustees  of 
present  trustees  for  the  town  of  Staunton  in  the  coun-  ^°^^  ^^ 
ty  of  Augusta,  are  liereby  displaced;  and  the  sheriff  of  di«©Ucei 
tliesajd  couoty  shall  on  the  tenth  day  of  August  next, 
proceed  to  take  a  poll  for  electiog  five  trustees  for  the    Howothen 
said  town  in  manner  directed  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  elected. 
act  10  empower  the  freeholders  of  the  several  towns 
opt  iocorporated,  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  the  trus^ 
lees  and  directors  thereof;^'  the  trustees  so  elected  sliall    Their  p«v- 
iiayeall  the  powers  given  by  the  several  acts  of  assem-  er»^ 
\Ay  for  eitablishiflg  tlie  town*  of  Staunton  and  appoint- 
ing trustees,  heretofore  passed,  and   shall   also  have 

,poiv^r,  from  tune  to  time,  as  they  may  see  occasion,  to    ^  To  repair 
^     .  '  X  r  '  '        \i      streets,  and 

.comracc  wjLli  any  person  or  persons  lor  repairing  the  construct  a- 

:»trect»  of  the  said  town,  and  constructing  and  (ixing  queducts. 
proper  aqueducts  for  conveying  water  to  the  several 
iohabitaats  thereof,  in  such  manner  and  places  as  they 
may  judge  most  convenient  and  necessary.     The  said       Toasse» 
trustees  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  moreover  have  taxes  on  i\m 
power  to  levy  and  assess  annually  on  the  freeholders  inbabitanu. 
and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,   to  enable  them  to 
comply  with  such  contracts,  a  tax  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty four  fehilJlngs  for  every  tithable  person,  and  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  collector  or  collectors  of  the  said 
tax.      If  any  person  on  whom  siich  tax  shall  be  as-     HowUies 
sessed,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  j^ay  the  same  at  the  collected, 
time  appointed  for  the  payment .  thereof,  it  shall  be 
Jkwful  for  such  collector  to  levy  the  same  by  distress 
aud  sale  of  such  delinquent's  goods,  in  the  same  man-  ^ 

ner  as  is  directed  by  law  in  case  of  the  non-payment 
of  pablick  and  county  levies.  Tbe  collector  of  the  CoHectwrto 
said  tax,  before  lie  undertakes  the  same,  shall  give  bond  ^^ 
and  security  in  a  reasonable  penalty,  payable  to  the 
trustees  for  the  due  collection  and  payment  thereof, 
and  in  case  of  failure  shall  be  liable  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  collectors  of  the  county  and  parish  levies 
are  by  law  nwidc  Kable.      The  trustees  or  either  of 
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A71  act  empoivertnff  certain  persons 
to  convey  the  land  whereof  Sarah 
ccrtsin  per-      thc  ivife  of  John  Reotes  iva€  seizedy 
^d^^^n.     to  the  purchaser  in  fee  simple. 

▼ey  to  John 

Ftxceitmin  WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  general  assembly  end- 
WW  by  tru^  tied  «•  An  act  to  dock  the  entail  of  five  hundred  and 
tees  as  the  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  (be  county  of  Gloucesteri  where- 
cttate  of  Sa.  of  Sarah  the  wife  of  John  Rootes,  gentleman,  is  seii:- 
S^^john  ^^'  ^"^  ^^^  vesting  the  same  in  trustees  for  the  pur- 
Eootet.        poses  therein  mentioned/'  it  was,  amongst  other  thUigs, 
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Penalty  for  ^^g^  collected,  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 

tiorTof  t«€»  ^nd  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  inforra- 

'^  er,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  in  any  court  of  record 

upon  motion,  provided  he  or  they  have  ten  days  pre*  j 

vious  notice  thereof  in  writing.      It  shall  not  be  law- 
tfog«  not  to  fiil  for  any  person  or  persons  inhabitants  of  tlie  sal3  ! 

Will  at  large  town,  owners  of  any  swine,  to  sufier  the  same  to  ^o  aJt  | 

in  town.  large  in  ilie  limits  thereof:  And  if  any  swine  bebng-* 
ing  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  town  shall  after  the 
first  day  of  December  next,  be  found  running  or  going 
at  large  within  the  said  limits,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  |)erson  whatever  to  kill  and  destroy  every  8ucl\ 
swine.  Provided  that  such  person  shall  not  conviBrt 
any  such  swine  to  his  or  her  own  use,  but  shall  leav^ 
the  same  where  it  shall  be  so  killed,  and  give  imme- 
diate notice  to  the  owner  thereof,  if  known,  and  if  not: 
then  such  person  shall  immediately  inform  the  ne!|Sl 
justice  of  ilie  peace,  whp  may  order  thie  same  to  the. 
Proviso.  ^,se  of  any  poor  person  or  persons  he  shall  think  fiti 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  tQ 
hinder  any  person  or  persons  from  driving  any  swin^ 
to  or  through  the  said  town,  or  limits  thereof,  in  orde^ 
to  sell  tl>e  same,  or  in  their  removal  from  one  planta- 
tion to  another. 
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<^9act^  thmt  the  nid  five  handred  and  fifbr  meres  ^ 
bud,  with  the  appdrtendnces,  should  be,  and  the  same' 
were  thereby  vested  in  the  honourable  John  Paget 
esq;  and  Thomas  Whiting,  Lewis  Burwell,  of  GloU" 
tester,  Francis  Whiting,  and  Roger  Dixoti,  gentlemen, 
in  trust,  that  they  the  said  trustees,  or  the  turvivers,  or 
$arviver  of  them  should  cause  the  same  to  be  sold  at 
publick  sale,  for  the  best  price  that  could  be  got  for 
fbe  same,  and  upon  payment  of  the  purchase  money, 
the  said  trustees  or  anv  three  of  them  should  sea)  and 
deliver  a  deed  or  deeds  indented  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  fee  simple  estate  and  inheritance  of  the  said  land) 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  who  should  for  evef 
bold  and  enjoy  the  same,  freed  and  discharged  from 
the  Iimitatioos  of  the  will  of  JSdmund  Gwynn,  deceas- 
ed, as  by  reference  to  the  said  act  may  more  fully  ap- 
pear. And  w  hereas  the  said  tract  of  land  was  exposed 
to  publick  sale  by  the  said  trustees,  and  John  Fox'  of 
the  county  of  Gloucester  became  purchaser  thereof, 
for  the  suih  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  poufcids  being  the 
best  price  that  could  he  gof'for  the  same,  which  hath 
been  since  bona  fide  paid  to  the  said  trustees  by  the 
said  John  Fox^  but  no  deed  of  conveyance  hath  as  yet 
been  executed,  nor  can  one  be  bow  made  for  the  same 
under  the  said  act;  all  the  said  trustees  being  dead, 
except  the  said  Thomas  Whiting. 

Be  ii  enacUd,  That  the  said  Thomas  Whiting,  Sir 
John  Peyton,  John  Whiting,  George  Green,  and  James 
Nutall,  jun.  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby  empowered  to  seal  and  deliver  a  deed  or  deeds 
indented  for  the  conveyance  of  the  fee  simple  estate  t 

and  inheritance  of  the  said  tract  of  land  to  the  said 
John  FoX|  in  the  same  manner  as  the  said  tmsteea 
might  have  done  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  and  there-  "^ ' 

lipon  the  said  Johii  Fox  shall  for  ever  Iiold  and  enjoy 
Ike  sane  in  fee  simple. 


VoL-K  .    Q 
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CHAP.  XLIX.  /^ 

An  act  for  continuing  an  act  entitled 
An  act  for  appointing  naval  offi^ 
cers^  and  ascertaining  their  fees. 

<\ 

4.ct  appoint.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  ye^ 
ficers*  Rir^*^^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six  entitle^ 
their  contin-  "  All  act  for  ilie  appointment  of  naval  officers  and  as^ 
ued.  certaining  their  fees^'  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this 

present  stfssion  of  assembly,  and  it  is  expedient  the 
same  should  be  c  ontinned:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly^  That  the  said  recited  act  shall 
coutinue  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  e&piration 
thereof  for  one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  assembly;  and  the  several  naval  officer^ 
shall  demand  and  receive  the  following  fees,  in  lieu  of 
the  fees  established  by  the  said  recited  act,  to  wit:   For 
Ibeirfees.    entering  or  clearing  any  ship  or  vessel  of  one  hundred 
*  tons  and  under,  six  dollars;  for  entering  vt  clearing 
any  ship  or  vessel  of  more  than  on«  hundred  tons,  fi^ 
teen  dollars;  for  taking  a  bond,  two  and  a  half  dollars; 
for  a  permit,  two  and  a  half  dollars;  for  a  bill  of  health, 
two  and  a  half  dollars;  for  a  bill  of  stores,  two  and  a 
half  dollars;  for  a  certificate,  two  and  a  half  dollar^ 
X  for  a  register  and  recording  the  same,  ten  dollars;  for 
;a  copy  thereof  or  making  an  endorsement  thereupon, 
^'five  dollars;  for  a  copy  of  a  manifest,  three  dollars;  fol: 
a  passport  in  conformity  to  the  twenty  seventh  aii^icle 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most  Cbristiaii 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  ten  dot* 
^  Jars.      All  which  fees  shall  be  paid  in  current  mon^ 
of  this  commonwealth.  ^ 

Masters  of  ^nd.  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  master  or  contr 
vesseU.when  njander  of  every  ship  or  vessel,  shall,  within  forty  eight 
torepo  •  [jQurs  ^fter  his  arrival  in  port,  make  report  of  his  ves- 
sel and  cargo  to  the  naval  officer  of  the  district  whera^ 
in  the  said  vessel  rides;  and  every  master  or  commanil* 
er  of  any  ship  or  vessel  failing  herein,  shall  forfeit  hij^ 
said  vessel  and  cargo;  and  any  roaster  or  commander 
of  any  ship  or  vessel,  breaking  bulk  or  disposing  «of 
any  part  of  the  cargo  without  obtaining  a  permit  from  ^ 
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the  naval  officer  to  trade  witliin  the  said  district,  slimll 
forfeit  his  said  vessel  aad  cargo,  to  be  seized  in  either 
of  the  above  cases,  by  such  officer  pr  his  sufficient  de> 
puty^  aad  prosecuted  in  the  court  of  admirahy. 


CHAP.  L. 

An  act  Jar  discontinuing  the  Navy 
Board. 

WHEREAS  by  the  establishment  of  a  board  of  Kavybowi 
w^  and  a  board  of  trade,  the  duties  and  offices  here-  ^^ntinu- 
iofore  exercised  and  performed  by  tlie  navy  board,  ^* 
-will  devolve  on  and  be  exercised  by  one  or  other  of 
ihe  before  mentioned  boards  of  war  or  trade,  whereby 
.the  continuance  of  the  navy  b6ard  is  no  longer  ne*- 
cessaty:    Bt  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly j  That 
from  and  after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  as- 
.«embly,  the  said  navy  board  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
^iscontinaed. 

'^  And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  governonr 
irith  advice  of  the  council  to  demand  and  receive  from 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board,  all  the  records, 
teiers,   vouchers,  and  other  documents  which  shall 
.flelong  to  the  commonwealth,  and  which  hath  hereto^ 
lore  been  in  the  cui^tody  or  keeping  of  the  said  board, 
%tA  upoJti  receipt  thereof,  to  grant  to  all  and  every  of 
Ibe  cdmraissioners  such  full  and  proper  acquittances, 
^  tndemnifieadons  for,  or  on  account  of  their  tran- 
sactions during  their  continuance  in  the  said  office,  as 
"Aall  seem  just  and  reasonable,  and  to  dispose  of  such 
feeords  akid  papers,  either  l>y  delivery  to  one  or  other 
oftbebobrds  above  mentioned,  or  in  such  manner  as 
^f  thoAX  think  proper. 

.  Jiniht  it  enaetedy  That  the  ordinance  of  conyen- 
ttba  entHted  an  ordinance  '*  For  establbhing  a  board 
of  cMnmssimiers  to  superintend  and  direct  the  naval 
t(flatrs<if  this'CoTony,''  19,  and  standi  hereby  repealed. 
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CHAf.  LL  ' 

§?^.f*^*  ^»  act  for  establishing  several  neip 
Jerries  J  and /or  other  purposes:    - 

2JJ^"^      JIE  t>  enacted  by  the  General  As$embhfj  Tbmt  piil^- 
^^i!^^    lick  ferries  shall  be  constantly  kept  at  the  following 
•ke»  Site-     'places,  and  the  rates  for  passing  the  same  shall  be  as 
1^^^       follows,  that  is  to  say:  From  the  lands  of  James  W^ 
%»^  IHtfma  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^^  county  of  Mecklenburg  across  Roanolie 
ereok.^^  river  to  the  lands  of  Robert  Munfor^  on  the  opposite 
shore,  the  price  for  a  man  two  shillings,  and  for  a 
horse  the  same;  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  Bryan  Af  ^i** 
-  tin  where  John  Nichols  lately  lived,  in  the  county  of 
Frederick,  across  Shenandoah  river  to  the  lands  of  the 
honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax  on  the  opposite 
^faoite,  the  price  (br  a  man  (wo  sbillings,  and  for  a  b^rse 
the  same;  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  Williamson  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  across  Blackwater  river  to 
the  lands  of  Creorge  Fearn,  in  the  county  of  Isle  of 
..' .- 1  ti  *.-    'Wight,  on  the  opposite  shore,  the  price  for  a  man  six 
'» '  .  pence,  and  for  a  horse  the  same;  from  the  land^  of  Elite 

y  .•  'Herring,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  to  the't)iitd< 

* "'. '  of  Hancock  Barret,  in  the  coiinty  of  Isle  of  Wigtil  ^^n 

.' .  ,  the  opposite  shore,  the  price  for  a  man  six  pence;  ^Hd 

for  a  horse  the  same;  from  the  lands  of  Thomas  Pht«e, 
adjoining  the  town  of  Smithfieki,  in  the  t:oonty  of  Ide 
of  Wight,  acl^oss  Pagan  creek  to  the  lands  of  Wnii«m 
Hodsden  on  the  opposite  «hore,  the  piide  for  a^tvMto 
one  shining,  and  for  a  horse  the  same;  and  f<^  '•Ike 
transportation  of  wheel  carriages,  tobacco,  ctftlle,  MhI 
otlier  beafsts,  at  either  of  the  ferries  aforesaid,  ^wHi/fty 
keepers  may  demand  and  take  the  following  rates, 
that  is  to  say:  For  every  coach,  chariot,  or  waggon^ 
and  the  driver  thereof,  the  same  as  for  six  horses;  for 
every  cart  or  four  wheeled  chaise  or  chair,  the  same  at 
for  two  horses;  for  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  as  for 
one  horse;  for  every  head  of  neat  cattle,  as  for  one 
horse;  for  every  sheep  or  goat  one  fifth  part  of  the  fer- 
riage of  one  horse;  and  for  every  hog,  one  fourth  j^alt 
of  th^  ferriage  of  one  horse,  according  to  the  pncts 
herein  before  settled  at  such  ferries  respectively.  And* 
if  any  ftrry  kmf^  ^»U  preliime  to  demand  or  receive 
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from  tay  person  whatsoever,  any  greater  rates  than   ^ ^ 

is  hereby  allowed,  he,  she,  or  they,  for  every  such  ot  J[2e£^* 
fence,  shall  forTeit  aod  pay  to  the  party  grieved,  treUe  iggai  i 
the  ferriages  demaDded,  and  five  pounds;  to  be  reeo* 
irerfed  b^re  any  justice  of  the  peace  where  the  ofenee 
shall  j^coiofntttedi  and  in  the  st^m  of'  every  finry- 
boat,  shall  lie  affixed  by  the  keeper  thereof,  an  attest- 
fd^opy  of  the  rates  of  soch  femages  as  shall  be  esta* 
n^shiMl  by  Ae  coart  of  tbe  county  in  which  such  ferry 
'ihaH  bf,  under  the  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  twry 
mph  neglect^  to  hfi  recovered  as  afojr^d* 


V  CHAP.  LIf. 

^^^nact  concerning  Gold  and  Silver 
!,  i\. ;.  Coini  - 

♦.-  ■•"-... 

J     IVHERKAS  inany  incooveoiencies  and  much  in*   iei 
a^tt9#te  bave  arisen  from  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  sn  act  mim^^ 
i«Mippon  the  cnAk  of  the  money  issued  by  the  author*  StTiw'iS^ 
^Uy^eC  Congress,  and  by  the  authority  of  this  common*  tagnM*  to 
^Ji^ealtbr '  und  to  make  tbe  former  ctirrent  within  this  aay  srtleH 
;^OoeHliQnwedth,  Be  U  enacted^  That  so  much  of  the  ||1S*^S1?S^ 


.ISlid  recited  act  as  makes  it  nenal  to  ofier  or  pay,..a^k  ^Jl  ^^ 
^ftfineoeiye  more  in  paper  bills  of  credit.of  *thi&coro*  fm^rspesi 
3jni»n»ve>ltb  or  of  congress,  for  any  gold  or  silifer  coiiL  ^ 
^-^r  m#re  in  the  said  paper  bills  for  an^  prcmrty,  j^ 
K#r  peMonaly  than  is  asked  or  ofiered  in  gold  or  silver 
^^Mk^sbaU.bef  and  tbe  same  is  hereby  repeated. 

4         .       '  ^ 
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An  act  Jar  regulating  certain  tobdi:c<f 
.  fee^^  and  for  other  purposes. 

Preamble,         WHEREAS  the  fees  allowed  lo  ceM&in  officers  by 
an  act  of  assembly  eotttled  *'  An  act  to  ainend  an  aet 
entitled  An  act  for  the  better  regulating  and  collecting 
certain  officers  fees,  and  other  purposes,"  and  the  al- 
lowance made  by  law  to  witnesses  in  civil  causes  for 
attendance  and  travelling  are  very  inadequate  to  tho 
trouble  and  expenses;  Bt  it  enacted^  That  all  persons 
who  shall  be  chargeable  with  tobacco  for  an>  of  the 
services  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  gt  for  witnesses  at^ 
tendance,  except  iu  cases  already  provided  for  by 
*'  An  act  for  punishing  persons  guilty  of  certain-thefe 
and  forgeries,  and  for  Gxing  the  allowance  to  sheriffdi 
veniremen,  and  witnesses,  in  certain  cases,''  or  who 
shall  hereafter  be  charg^ble  with  tobacco  for  any  of 
the  services  herein  after  mentioned,  shall  at  their  elec-* 
tion,  xlischarge  the  same  either  in  tobaetC^  er  tlidney 
at  tiie  rate  of  three  pounds  for  evei'y  hundred  pounds 
of  gross  tobacco,  to  be  levied  and  collected  as  the  law 
directs.      That  the  surveyor  df  the  several  conntieas, 
and  the  clerk  of  the  general  coart,  b^side^  tbefeea 
heretofore  allowed,  and  the  regkter  of  the  Imd  office, 
shall  respectively  be  entitled  to  the  fees  hel^a  aAer 
ii(ien(ionedf  to  be  paid  by  the  party  at  whone  inaiaiitfe 
any  such  service  shall  be  parformed'attbe  tiiaeoCWa 
or  her  requiring  the  same,  or  by  the  reipectWe  ceiHi^ 
ty  courts,  or  the  treasurer  as  the  ease  may  be,  that  te 
Pees  of  Bar-  to  sayi   To  the  surveyors  for  receiving  a  warrant  of 
veyorrs.         survey  and  giving  a  receipt  therefor,  ten  pounds  of  to» 
bacco.    For  recording  a  certificate  from  the  commi#« 
sioners  of  any  district  of  a  claim  to  land  albwed  by 
them  to  be  paid  by  the  claimant  ten  pounds  of  tobae- 
co.      For  making  an  entry  for  land  or  for  a  cafff 
thereof,  ten*  pounds  of  tobacco.    For  a  copy. of  a  pkit 
of  land  or  of  a  certificate  of  survey,  twenty  five  pooods 
of  tobacco.    For  every  tract  of  land  mentioned  in  the 
list,  of  surveys  returned  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  aivy 
county  coiirt,  to  be  paid  by  the  tpeasurer  on  the  an** 
.    ditors  warrant,  two  pemtds  of  tdi>acoo«    Totbecteili 
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of  the  raieral  court  for  entering  a  caveat  or  for  a  copy  ^ 
tiiereoi^  twenty  pounds  of  ttd^acco.  For  every  pro-  ^[^ 
cess  and  a)i  other  proceedings  thereupon,  the  same  oMtT^ 
fees  as  in  actions  and  suits.  To,  the  register  of  the 
laffd  bffice '  for 'issuing  rt  warrant  of  Purvey  and  re-  Ofrcgbter 
cording  the  same,  together  with  the  rights  or  certifi- ^^^*'*^' 
<^tes  on  which  it  is  founded,  for  any  quantky  of  lands 
OOt  exceeding  one  thousand  acres^  thirty  pounds  of  to- 
bacco: If  the  quandty  exceed  one  thousand  acres,  and 
does  not  exceed  two  thousand  acres,  forty  pounds  of 
t^acca.  If  the  quantity  exceed  two  thousand  acres, 
fiily  pQunds  of  tobacco.  For  every  warrant  issued  in 
etebange  of  aootiier  warrant,  or  where  lands  claimed 
under  a  former  warrant  shall  be  recovered  upon  a  ca- 
ifeat  »nd  recording  the  same,  twenty  pounds  of  tobac* 
CO,  For  recording  a  list  of  certificates  of  rights  pro- 
^  in  any  county  court,  or  allowed  by  the  commis- 
S^nevs  of  any  district^  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  on 
|be  auditors  warranty  for  every  certificate  mentioned 
m  such  list,  five  pounds  of  tobacco.  For  receiving  a 
plat  and  certificate  of  survey,  giving  a  receipt  there- 
tor;  iss^uigiand  recording  a  grant  thereupon,  together 
^ith  such  plat  and  certificate,  if  the  quantity  therein 
contained  shall  not  exceed  four  hundred  acres,  forty 
pounds  of  tobacco.  And  for  every  hundred  acres  more 
tbfijB  ibur  hundredy  and  so  in  proportion,  five  pounds 
^4obacco.  For  entering  a  caveat  or  (or  a  copy  there- 
rf,  twenty  pounds  of  tobacco.  For  a  copy  of  a  plat 
pfland  or  of  a  certificate  of  survey,  twenty  five  pounds  ' 

of  tobacco.      For  a  copy  of  any  patent  or  grant  for 
land,  thirty  pounds  of  tobacco.    For  a  search  for  any 
thing  o/  for  reading  tlie  same,  where  a  copy  shall  not 
be  lequired,  tea  pounds  of  tobacco.    And  that  every    -wc't-^-.-- 
tHtiiess  attending  upon  summens,  the  high  court  of^tten^^^ 
ciiaacei9^>.  .^neral  ccmrt,  or  tlie  coort  of  admiralty,  aaptriof 
ilNkU.be  I  paid  by  Ihe.party  at  whose  suit  the  summons  ^^^^  * 
ttfb^,  two  pounds  •f  tobacco  per  mile  for  coming  to 
th^fiUice  where  he  or  sbe  was  summoned  to  appear, 
siod  tte'caoie  focivtumuog,  besides  ferriages,  and  one 
handse^ipnunds  of  tobacco  per  day  for  attendance, 
flUlii.be  or»be  abdL  be^isdmng^,  and  thai  every  per- 
son summoned  to  appear  as  a  witness  at  any  cdtfnty   or  iafinfor 
or  other  inferior  court,  or  upon  any  survey  of  land,  coartt,  or 
and  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  county,  shall  be  ^^^  "^^ 
p^d  by  the.  person  or  persons  at  whose  suit  the  sum^ 
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fnons  issued,  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco  for  tmry  cby's 
attendance  upon  such  summons.  And  every  person 
residing  in,  alnd  summoned  out  of  another  county,  shall 
have  the  said  allowance  of  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco  per 
-  -*  \day  tor  attendance,  and  be  pM  for  travelKog  and  |er-> 
riages  to  and  from  court,  as  witnesses  in  the  superiou^ 
courts,  to  be  paid  by  the  parly  or  parties  summoning 
him  or  her.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  said 
recited  act  and  every  other  act  so  far  as  the  same  re* 
late  to  the  giving  ofkes  to  any  of  the  said  officers  for 
the  services  herein  before  mentioned,  or  for  aUowing' 
.  .  .  persons  chargeable  with  officers  fees  or  witnesses  at- 
tendance to  pay  the  same  either  in  money  or  toboce^^ 
f halt  be,  'and-the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  LIV. 

An  act  Jar  continuing  an  act  entWllsd 
An  act  appointing  the  place  Jar 
holding  the  High  Court  of  Chan^ 

•  eery  and  General  Courts  and  cm* 
powering  the  said  High  Court  of 
Chancery  to  appoint  their  own  ser* 
jeant  at  arms. 

ActMjppint.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  ••AnaCjt 
hS^ffh^  appointing  the  place  for  holdUig  the  hi^h  court  df 
court^  chancery  and  general  court,  and  empowering  the  sai^ 
chMioety,  €^-htgh  court  of  chancery  to  appoint  their  own  seij^ant 
JJJJJ?^^^  at  arm  V  will  ex|ure  at  the  end  of  this  present  sessijuti 
empowering  of  assembly,  and  it  is  necessary  the  same  should  te 
x\»  former  continued,  Be  it  therjtfore  enacted^  That  the  said  red^ 
tosppoint  1^  ^ct shall  continue  and  be  in  force  fi'om  and  aAQr 
jeMt  u"^  the  expiration  thereof^  for  and  during  the  term  of  ow 
MM^ftirtheryear,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
c^ntinurd.   '^if;sembly* 
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CHAP.  LV. 

4??  (^ci  declaring  who  shall  be  deem^  I^'jjJ'^ 
^  «/  citizens  of  this  commonwealth.      177^*  cbTp, 

.  •"  LV.p.4LJ 

BEii  macUd  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  all 
wfake'pertons  boro  within  the  territory  of  this  com-  be^dc«id 
imnweakfa»  aad  all  who  have  resided  therein  two  years  citizeM  of 
next  {jdoi^tfae  passing  of  this  act;  and  all  lyho  shall  this  eom> 
beraifier  migrate  into  the  same,  other  than  alien  ene-  "'^^^••••^ 
miesy  and  shall  before  any  court  of  record,  give  satis- 
factory  proof  by  their  own  oath  or  affirmation  that 
they  intend  to  reside  therein;  and  moreover  shall  givv 
assnrance^f  fidelity  Co  the  commonwealth;  and  all  in- 
finits  wheresoever  bom,  whose  father  if  living,  or  other-  Citl«ciaWp» 
wise  whose  mother  was  a  citixen  at  the  time  of  their  ^  •«9^»»- 
birth,  or  who  migrate  hither^  theiv  father  if  living,  or 
otherwise  their  mother,  beconbing  a  citixen,  or  who 
migrate  hither  withodt  father  or  mother,  shall  be  deem* 
ed  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  nntil  they  reKnqiiilh 
thttt  character  in  manner  as  heneha  after  expnessed;  and  who  deem* 
u|)  others  not  being  eitieeHs  of  any  the  ifnited  States  «daUeai. 
of  America  shall  be  deemed  ah'ens*    The  cletk  of  the 
pourt  shall  enter  such  oath  of  record,  and  give  the  per- 
son taking  the  same,  a  certificate  thereof,  for  which  he 
shall  receive  the  fee  of  one  dollar.     And  in  order  to 
preserve  to  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  that  na- 
tural right  which  all  men  have  of  relinquishing  the 
jcountry  in  which  birth  or  other  accident  may  have 
thrown  them,  and  seeking  subsistence  and  happiness 
jwher^oever  they  may  be  able,  or  may  hope  to  find 
ihem;  And  to  declare  unequivocally  what  circumstan- 
^5J§  shall  be  deemed  evidence  of  an  intention  in  any 
^tizen  to  exercise  that  right,  It  is  enacted  and  declared^ 
Ahat  whensoever  any  citizen  of  this  commonwealth,  ^*P**|^*J^**'^ 
shall ;iiy  word  of  mouth  in  the  presence  of  the  court  of  elcnjifid!^ 
the  cdunty  wherein  1ie  resides,  or  of  the  general  coart, 
or  by  (ieed  in  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  execu- 
ted in  the  presence  of  three  witnesses,  and  by  them 
proved  in  either  of  the  said  courts,  openly  declare  to 
the  same  court  that  he  relinquishes  the  character  of  a 
citizen  and  shall  depart  the  commonwealth,  such  per* 
^on  shall  be  considered  as  having  exercised  his  natUf* 
Vot.  X.  R 
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ral  right  of  expatriating  bimself,  and  shall  be  deemed 
no  citizen  of  this  commonwealth  from  the  time  of  his 
Free  white  departure.  The  firee  white  inhabitants  6f  every  of  the 
!?oSe**of  *^^^*»  parties  to  the  American  confederation,  paupers, 
theUnfted  ^^g^bonds,  and  fugitives  ftdm  justice  excepted,  shall 
states,  cnti.  be  entitled  to  all  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of 
tied  toprivi-  free  citizens  in  this  commonwealth,  and  shall  have  free 
ISS^of  tS«  egress  and  regress  to  and  from  the  same,  and  shall  ttfi 
state..  joy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and  cdmmerce^ 

subject  to  the  s^me  duties,  impositions,  and  restric- 
tions as  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth.     And  if 
fromlustic?  ^^^  person  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treason,  felony, 
in  other      '  ^^  other  high  misdemeanor,  in  any  of  the  said  states, 
states,  how    dhall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  tiii^  oomiOon- 
^S^'ttd^d^U.  '^^^'^^  ^^  **^*"  "P^"  demand  of  the  govemour  orex- 
Tei«4up.^  *  ecutive  power  of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  de- 
livered tip  to  be  removed  to  the  state,  having  jurisdic**^ 
tion  of  bis  ofience.    Where  any  person  holding  pro^ 
Forfeiture  perty  Within  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  attainted 
of  property,  within  any  of  the  said  states,  parties  to  the  said  con- 
m^M        federation  of  any  of  those  crimes  which  by  the  laws 
sutes,  af.     of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  punishable  by  forfeiture 
feiAs  jpro.     of  such  property,  the  said  property  diall  be  disponed 
pectyinthit.  ^f  \j^,^\^  gjyj^g  manner  as  rt  would  have  been  if  the 
owner  thereof  h^d  been  attainted  of  the  like  crime  in 
this  commonwealth. 
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AT   A 
BCGUlf   AND    HELD 

^t  ttie  Cap\to\  m  the  CU>f  of  Williams,  xhomM  jet; 
burg^  ou  Monday  the  fourth  da>(  (^ir^n^^ 
October,  m  iVie  >(ear  of  our  Lord  one  ^^^"^ 
thousand  se\en  hundred  and  seven- 
ty nine,  and  in  the  tourth  ^ear  of  the 
eommonvieaUh, 


CHAP.  I  * 

*•  -» 

An  act  for  providing  a  great  seal  for 
the  commonwealth^  and  directing  v-wS^^^' 
the  lesser  seal  of  the  comm,onwealt/i. 
to  be  affixed  to  all  grants  for  land^ 
and  to  commissions^  civil  and  mili^ 
tary. 

I.  Bl^ii  tnadtd  by  the  General  Auemhly^  ^''^^  Great  se«l  to 
the  governoar,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  be  em-  be  provided 
powered,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  provide,  at  the  by  ezecu- 
pablick  charge,  a  great  seal  for  the  commonwealth,  ^^^^* ^ouoef 
^to  procure  the  same  to  be  engraved,  either  in   "   °^^  ° 
America  or  Europe,  with  the  same  device  as  was  di- 
luted by  the  resolution  of  convention,  in  the  year  one 
thoasaad  seven  hundred  and  seventy  six;  save  only 
that  the  motto  on  the  reverse  be  changed  to  the  word 
Perseveeandq. 

*  In  the  original  Jione  of  die  acts  of  this  session  are  numbef- 
«d  by  ehapien,  nor  are  they  separated  by  ftfc/iwi#.— Such  only  aa 
vere published  in  die  Chan,  Rev.  will  be  ^  noted  in  this  edition. 
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II.  JInd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  seal  which 
io*^**cts  ^^^^  ^^^  already  provided  by  virtue  of  thejsaid  reso- 
nl^xed.  lution  of  convention,  be  henceforward  called  the  lesser 
sea)  of  the  cofnmonwealth,  and*  that  the  said  leaser 
seal  be  affixed  to  all  grants  for  lands,  and  to  all  com- 
missions, civil  and  military,  signed  by  tlie  goyernour: 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  all  such  corairissions  here- 
tofore signed  and  issued,  without  affixing  th^  seal* 
shall  be  good  and  valid. 


CMKeontntt 
soldiers,  in 
•errice,  al- 
lowed fttP- 
ther  time  to 
pporc  their 
eliims  for 
settlement 
ris:ht«»  and 
improve- 
ments  on 
lands. 


CHAP.  II. 

An  act  for  giving  farther  time  to  offi^; 
cers  and  soldiers  to  ascertain  theit 
claims  to  lands. 

WHEREAS  many  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir^ 
g}nia  Uo^  now  in  the  contmental  army,  may  ha¥« 
claims  to  lands  on  the  western  waters,  from  settlements 
or  improvements  made  thereon,  and  have  it  not  in 
their  power  to  attend  the  commissioners  appointed  to- 
adjust  and  ascertain  such  claims  within  the  time  lifnit-' 
ed  for  that  purpose;  for  remedy  whereof,  Beit  enaci*^ 
ed^  That  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
now  in  the  continental  army,  shall  be  allowed  twelve 
months  from  the  time  they  resign,  or  are  discharged 
from  the  service^  to  ascertain  their  respective  claims 
to  lands  by  settlements  or  improvements  before  ^tbe» 
court  of  the  county,  wheveio  the  lands  ih^y  claim  mct^ 
1k^  and  such  court  is  hereby  empowered  andrequireiir 
to  h^ir  and  deterhiine  such  claims  in  like  manner  m^ 
is  prescribed  for  the  comfnissioners  of  the  several  di«K 
tricts  OD  the  western  waters. 
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CHAP.  III. 

An  dct  for  discouraging  extensive  [Chwi.t#». 

credits y  and  repealing  the  actvre^  ^•^^*' 
J  scribing  the  method  of  proving  book, 
. .  debts, 

I.  WHEREAS  the  method  of  proving  book  debts,  Act  oTlTiS 
ftnd  the  long  and  extensive  credits  forgierly  given  bp^  (Vol  6»  p. 
nercbancs  and  traders,  hath  been  found  by  expcn- ^J'^P****^ 
ence  injurious  to  the  people  of  this  corotnonwealtht 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly^  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  the  act  entitled  ^'  An 
act  prescribing  the  method  of  proving  book  debts," 
^l  be,-and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  except  only 
^  fa!^  lis.  relates  to  goods,  wares, .  and  merchandizCi 
sold  and  delivered,  or  debts  contracted  before  the  said 
first  day  of  May. 

II.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  all  actions  or     Limitation 
miU  fimndedupon  account  for  goods,  wares,  and  mer-  •^^Pti««^j€ji 
obaadize,  sold  and  delivered,  or  for  any  articles  eharg-i  counts!^' 
ed  ia  any  store  account,  after  the  said  first  day  of  May, 
diaH'be  commenced  and  sued  within  six  months  next, 

after  the  cause  of  such  action  or  euit,  or  the  deKvery 
of  such  goods,  wares  and  mercbandiie,  and  not  after; 
except  that  in  case  of  the  death-  of  the  creditors  or 
debtors,   before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  six 
iBonthSy  the  ftirther  time  of  twelve  months  from  the  - 
death  of  such  creditor  or  debtor,  shall  be  allowed  for 
the  commencement  of  any  such  action  or  suit.     And 
to  prevent  imposition  or  deception  herein,  the  respcc-   Mirery  of 
^ve  tiim  or  date  of  the  delivery  of  the  several  a^ti-  32?^^^^ 
Oes  cbacged  in  any  such  account,  or  of  any  receipt 
taken  for  the  delivery  of  them,  shall  be  particularly^ 
apeafied.      And  if  any  merchant  or  trader  shall  wil- 
fully post-date,  any  article  or  articles  in  such  account,   Fcaatty  for 
or  the  receipt  taken  for  the  delivery  of  them,  he  shall  P«^da6nf , 
forfeit  and  pay  tenfold  the  amount  of  the  article  or 
articles,  or  of  the  receipt  taken  for  the  delivery  of  them, 
so  post-dated,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  in  any  court 
of  record,  by  petition  where  the  penalty  incurred  shall 
be  under  five  pounds,  or  amounts  to  that  sum  only, 
|nd  by  action  of  debt  or  information,  wher^  the  pen- 
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altjf  shall  be  more  than  five  pounds,  to  the  inforiMpr;^ 
where  the  informer  prosecutes,  or  to  the  common* 
wealth,  where  tbe  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
Whenllmi-  on  the  publick  bedalf.     And  to  prevent  any  doubt  in 
tatlofi  to       the  construction  hereof,  it  is  heceby  declared,  t^gt  the 
commeace.    before  nteniioned  limitation  of  six  months,  shall  t?ike, 
place  and  be  computed  from  tbe  respective  dates  or 
times  of  delivery  of  th«;  several  articles  entered  or 
I  charged  in  any  such  ace  )unt,  and  that  all  such  arti- 

cles as  shall  have  been  of  more  than  six  months  stand- 
ing when  the  action  or  suit  was  commenced,  shall  be 
disallowed  and  rejected,  and  verditt  shall  be  given  or 
judgment  rendered  for  no  more  than  the  amount  of 
such  articles  as  appear  to  have  been  actually  charged, 
or  delivered,  within  six  months  next  before  the'  com«* 
mencement  of  the  suit,  as  aforesaid. 
Couru  and      H'-  ^^^  ^^  it  farther  enacted.  That  every  court  and 
juries  ex  ojjT- jury,  by  or  before  whom,any  such  action  or  §uit  shall 
*^ti ^  ^'f^     ^  tried,  shall,  and  they  ar^  hereby  required,  e^  o^cio^ 
thifl^act?        ^^  ^^^^  notice  of  this  act,  and  determine  accordinglv^ 
although  the  defendant  shall  not  have  pleaded  it,  m 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  specially, 
pleaded;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
iiotwitbstandiug. 


CHAP.  IV. 

An  act  for  establishing  the  town  of 
Boonsborough^  in  the  County  of 
Kentuckey.  ^         - 

Towa'of     WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  pre- 
Ooonibo-     .sent  general  assembly,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
rough,  ia     ship  called  Boonsborough,  lying  on  Kentuckey  river,- 
^lity  csta- '"  -^'^  county  of  Kentuckey,  have  laid  off  twenty  acres*. 
blished.        of  land  Into  lots'and  streets,  and  have  petit'^oncd  this 
assembly  that  the  said  lots  and  streets,  together  with^ 
fifly  acres  of  land  adjoining  thereto  may  be  laid  off. 
into  lot^.and  streets,  and  established  a  town  for  therv^ 
ception  of  traders;  and  that  six  hundred  aad^forty^ 
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ier^^df  land  allowed  by  law  to  every  such  townskip 
ior  a  eoromon  may  also  be  laid  off  adJoining^  thereto: 
Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  said  fifty  acres  of 
tknd  adjoining  the  said  forty  lots  already  laid  off,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  vested  in  Richard  Calla- 
wiay;  Charles  Minn  Thrnston,  lievin  Powell,  Edmund 
Tayfor,  James  Estre,  Edward  Bradley,  John  Kenne- 
(fy,  David  Gist,  Pemberton  Rollings,  and  Daniel 
Boon,  gentlemen,  trustees,  to  be  by  them,  or  any  six 
of  them;  laid  out  into  lots  of  half  an  acre  each,  with 
ct)nveujent  streets,  which,  together  with  the  lots  and 
streets  so  laid  off  in  the  said  township  shall  be,  and 
thte  same  Is  hereby  established  a  town,  by  the  name  of 
Sddnsborougb. 

-Jlnd  be  it  farther  eMcied,  That  so  soon  as  the  said 
fifty  acres  of  land  shall  be  so  laid  out  into  lots  and 
i^ets,  the  said  trustees  shall  cause  a  plan  thereof,  to- 
gbher  with  a  plan  of  the  said  township  as  the  same  is 
Sir^ady  laid  off,  to  be  returned  to  the  court  of  the  said 
county  of  Kentuckey,  there  to  be  recorded;  and  the 
said  trustees,  or  any  six  of  them,  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  donvey  the  said  lots  to  the  persons  first  making 
application,  to  hold  the  said  lots  respectively  subject 
to  the  condition  of  building  on  each  of  the  said  lots  a 
dwelling-house,  sixteen  feet  square  at  least,  with  a 
brick,  stojie,  or  dirt  chimney,  to  be  finished  fit  for  ha- 
bitation, within  three  years  from  the  date  of  their  re- 
spective deeds;  and  the  said  trustees  are  moreover  em- 
powered and  directed  to  convey  the  lots  now  held  by 
any  person  in  the  said  township,  to  hold  to  such  per- 
son for  the  like  estates,  and  subject  to  the  like  condi- 
tloos  With  those  holding  lots  laid  out  of  the  said  fifty 
acres  of  land.  That  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  built 
upon  and  saved  the  said  lots  according  to  the  condi- 
tion of  their  respective  deeds  of  conveyance,  the  said 
inhabitants  shall  then  be  entitled  to  and  have  and  en- 
jo\  .  ,  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  which  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  other  towns  in  this  state, 
not  incorporated  by  charter,  hold  and  enjoy.  If  any 
person  takinec  a  conveyance  of  a  lot  in  the  said  town 
shall^  fail  to  build  thereon  within  the  time  before  limit- 
ed, the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  may 
thereupon  enter  into  such  lot  and  sell  the  same,  and  ap- 
ply the  money  towards  repairing  the  streets,  or  in  any. 
other  way  for  the  benctlt  of  the  »aid  town.    The  said. 
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tniste^s  stiall  cause  s\%  hundred  and  forty  dcres  ot 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Kentuckey,  includ« 
ing  the  seventy  acres  "allotted,  or  to  be  laid  off  into 
lots  to  be  surveyed,  acyoining  to  the  said  town,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  its  situ* 
ation  will  admit,  a  plat  whereof  shall  be  returned  to 
the  court  of  the  said  county  of  Kentuckey,  there  to  be 
^,  recorded,  which  land  so  laid  off  is  hereby  vested  ia 

the  said  trustees  and  their  successours,  in  trust  to,  and 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of^  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
iofxvn.  The  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them# 
shall  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  settle  and  de* 
(ermine  all  disputes  concerning  the  bounds  of  the  lots, 
and  to  settle  and  establish  such  rules .  and  orders  for 
the  regular  and  orderlybuildingof  houses  thereon,  as  U> 
them  shall  seem  best  and  convenient;  and  in  case  ot 
the  death,  removal  out  of  the  country,  oc  other  legal 
disability  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  before 
named,  such  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  in  manner  di^ 
reeled  by  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  em* 
power  the  freeholders  of  the  several  towns,  not  incer* 
porated,  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  the  trustees  and 
directors  thereof." 


CHAP.  V. 

[Chan.uev.  ^'^  ^^^  foT  continuing  the  court  of 
p.  108.1  Admiralty  in  the  city  of  Williams- 

burg. 

Court  of  ad-  WHEREAS  many  inconvetiiencies  may  attend  the 
tniraltv,  con-  removal  of  the  court  of  admiralty  at  a  distance  from 
tinued  at  the  sea:  Be  it  enacted  by  tke  Chneral  jSssembtyy  Timt 
Williams,  ^j^^  g^^jj  ^^^^j  of  admiralty  shall  continoe  to  sit  st>  of- 
"'^*  ten  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  at  the  capitol,  in  Wil- 

liamsburg, unless  the  same  shall  at  any  time  be  law- 
fully adjourned,  until  the  general  assembly  shall  here* 
*  after  otherwise  direct  and  appoint;  any  thing  in  tlit 
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fnctof  geQeral  cissembiy,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  government,"  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.    • 


CHAP.  VI. 


v^«  act  to  explain  and  amend  tioo  ^- 
veral  acts  of  the  last  session  of  ge^ 
1   neral  assembly  for  Jixing  the  at* 
C   lowance  of  the  members  thereof 

,; JWIIEREAS  it  was  provided  by  an  act  of  the  Jast    j^^^^g 
session  of  this  present  general  assembly  entitled  '^  An  allowanced 
act  lor  filing  the  siHo^ance'of  the  members  of  the  g€^  ineinberaof 
neral  assembly,"  that  the  allowance  to  the  severtfl  ^•"^™*  ••• 
/nembers  of  the  present,  arid  of  all  future  assembKed,  ^nedimd 
should  be  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco  by  the  day,  two  amended, 
pounds  of  tobacco  for  every  mile  travelling  to  orfrom 
the  said  assemblies,  and  their  ferriages,  to  be  paid  to 
them  out  of  the  publick  treasury,  at  such  rates,  as 
should  be  estimated  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  general 
court  next,  before  each  session  of  general  assembly. 
And  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  same  session,  it  was 
provided  that  the  grand  Jury  of  that  court  which  should 
be  sworn  first  after  the  passing  of  tiiat  last  act,  should 
estimate  the  price  of  such  tobacco,  as  well  for  that  as 
^r  any  subsequent  session  of  the  said  assembly. 

And  whereas  since  the  passing  of  the  said  two  acts, 
it  has  been  found  that  the  price  of  tobacco  is  greatly 
enhanced,  and  likewise  the  price  of  all  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  whereby  another  estimate  of  the  price  of 
sv<%  tobacco  has  become  necessary  during  the  present 
session  of  this  assembly,  and  the  like  necessity  may 
'  again  frequently  occur,  when  no  estimate  of  tobacco 
can  be  made  at  any  session  of  any  future  general  as- 
sembly, when  such  session  shall  begin  on  the  same 
dav  with,  or  after,  the  meeting  of  the  general  court. 

For  remedy  herein.  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  judged 
of  the  general  court  shall  caose  a  grand  jury  to  be 
Vol.  X.  S 
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sumrooncd  immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act* 
qualified  as  the  law  directs,  who  shall  bie  sworn  and 
charged  to  estimate  in  money,  the  value  of  all  tobac- 
co due^  and  to  grow  due,  to  the  several  members  of 
this  present  session  of  general  assembly,  for  attendance 
therein,  and  travelling  to  and  returning  from  the  same, 
in  such  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  said  acts,  which 
shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  to  the  several  members 
being  first  entered  and  certified  according  to  law* 

^nd  it  is  farther  enacted,  That  whencter  the  gene- 
ral assembly  shall  hereafter  happen  to  meet  before  or 
on  the  same  day  on  which  a  session  of  the  general 
court  shall  begin,  the  grand  jury  who  may  be  then 
sworn,  or  who  shall  be  next  sworn' in  the  said  courti 
shall  proceed  to  estimate  the  value  of  all  tobacco  to 
grow  due  to  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  in 
every  of  such  sessions,  so  that  there  may  be  a  several, 
estimate  made  of  all  the  tobacco  to  become  due  to  thi( 
members  at  every  session  of  assembly,  whether  the 
meeting  of  the  general  assembly  shall  happen  before^ 
at,  or  after  the  beginning  of  any  session  of  the  genep 
ral  court    And  the  grand  jury  shall  govern  themselvef 
in  making  every  such  estimate,  and  the  money  to  be- 
come due  in  consequence  of  such  estimates,  gball  lie 
entered,  certified,  and  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and 
tmder  such  regulations^  as  is  directed  in  the  first  of 
the  said  recited  acts. 


i 
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CHAP.  VII. 

J/i  dct  for  granting  loarrants  to 
dharles  Simms^  gentleman^  to  mr- 
tey  certain  lands. 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  present  gene-  preamble, 
tal  assembly  by  lieutenant  colonel  Charles  Sironis, 
that  be  purchased  of  Alexander  Ross  and  William 
Doiibar  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  five,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  one 
Hxres  of  land,  lying  on  the  Ohio  river  and  Rackoon 
rireek,  that  the  said  Charles  Simms  intended  to  set  about 
^proving  the  same  in  order  to  preserve  his  title  there- 
to, but  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  entering  into 
^  continental  army  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
fiundred  and  seventy  six,  wliere  he  has  continued  ever 
since.  And  it  is  just  and  right,  that  those  who  have 
devofed  their  time  and  service  in  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  should  npt  forfeit  their  right  to  pronerty  dur« 
teg  their  continuance  in  the  army. 

^  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  Warrants  to 
^wfui  for  the  said  Charles  Simms,  to  obtain  from  the  itsae  to 
itgister  of  the  land  office,  who  is  hereby  required  to  o-^'*^**. 
issue  warrants  for  surveying  iwo  thousand  nine  hun-  cerulnlsmclt 
dred  and  sixty  one  acres,  according  to  law;  and  upon  on  the  Ohio 
proceeding  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  ^®^  *"d 
the  land  office,  paying  the  usual  composition  money,  cree.^.^^ 
imder  the  former  government,  and  common  office  fees; 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  grant  or  grants  of  the  same: 
Provided  always^  and  it  is  farther  enacted,  That  the 
said  Charles  Simms  sBall  not  be  entitled  to  locate  any 
warrant,  or  warrants  on  any  lands  within  the  tract 
purchased  by  the  said  Alexander  Ross,  of  George 
Croghan,  situate  on  the  Ohio  river,  the  courses  and 
boundaries  of  which  are  set  forth  in  the  deed  of  bar- 

SAin  and  sale  from  the  said  Alexander  Ross  to  the  said 
iiarles  Simms,  proved  and  recorded  in  the  county 
coarC  of  Augusta,  or  within  the  tract  of  land  purchased 
by  the  said  Alexander  Ross,  of  the  said  George  Crog- 
kiD,  situate  on  Rackoon  creek,  the  courses  and  botm* 
daries  of  which  are  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  deed,  or 
within  the  tract  of  land  purchased  by  the  said  William 
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Dunbar,  of  the  aforesaid  George  Croglian,  situate  on 
Hackoon  creek,  the  courses  and  boundaries  of  wkrich 
are  set  forth  in  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  from  the 
said  William  Donbar  to  the  said  Charles  Siroro.s, 
proved  and  recorded  in  the  county  court  of  Augusta; 
to  which  any  person  or  persons  are  entitled  to  the  pre- 
emption by  actual  settlements  made  before  the  first  day 
of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
eight,  or  on  any  lands  in  any  other  place  to  which  any 
person  has  a  right  of  preemption  under  the  act  enti* 
tied  *^  An  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of 
claimers  to  unpatented  land^  under  the  present  and 
former  government,  previous  to  the  establishment  Jaf 
the  commonwealth's  land  office." 


CHAP.  VIII. 


An  actforfarlher  continuing  aii  act 
entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  go^ 
vernour  and  council  to  lay  an  em^ 
bar  go  for  a  limited  time. 

Act  empow.      WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  year 
crmg  govcr-  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  enti- 
councU  to     ^^^  "An  act  to  empower  the  governour  andcpuncil 
lay  an  em-     to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,"  which  was  con- 
bargo  fur.     tinned  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  continuing  an 
thercontm-   ^^<^  entitled   An  act. to  empower  the  governour  and 
council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,",  will  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  asse^ibly,  and 
it  is  necessary  the  same  should  be  U^rther  continued: 
jBc  t^  therefore  enacted^  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  empower  the  governour  and  council  to  lay  an  em- 
bargo for  a  limited  time,"  shall  continue  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  expiration  thereof  untif  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly,  and  no  longen 
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CHAP.  IX. 

An  act  for  giving  a  bounty  of  lands 

iti  the  chaplains f  surgeons^  and  sur- 

s  g^onfs  males  of  regiments  or  hri^ 

gades  raised  by  this  state^  and  up^ 

on  continental  establishment. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  every  Landbotmiy 
person  acting  as  chaplain,  surgeon,  or  surgeon's  mate,  ^^  chapltins, 
'  to  any  regiment  or  brigade  of  officers  an(l  soldiers  tu^on^ 
raised  within  this  commonwealtli,  and  upon  continen-  inate<t. 
tal  establishment,  and  who  hath,  or  shall  hereafter  serve 
in  that  office  the  space  of  three  years  or  during  the 
war,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  have  the  like  quantity  of 
lands  as  is  by  law  allowed  to  commissioned  officers  re- 
ceiving  the  same  pa^  and  rations. 


'   -  XHAP.  X. 

An  act  for  farther  continuing  an  acirseemtct*. 
;    entitled  An  act  for  giving  certain  ^' 
powers  to  the  governour  and  coun- 
cil. 

-     WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  tlie  year   Acti  ginng 
^bne  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  enti-  certain  pow- 
"tted  "  An  act  ft r  giving  certain  powers  to  the  gover-  ^J^  tn§**^*'* 
iibar  and  council,"  which  was  continued  by  an  act  en-  council  fisr- 
tid^  *^  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  for  giving  cer- thcr  contin- 
taia^powers  to  the  governour  and  council,"  which  was  ^^^' 
/artmr  continued  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  ex- 
tend the  powers  of  the  governour  and  council,"  which 
wa&ftrdier  continued  by  an  act  for  continuing  an  act 
entitled  *^  An  act  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  go- 
vernour and  council;"  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this 
present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  expedient  that 
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the  same  should  be  farther  continued:  Be  it  thtr^vrt 
enacted^  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  giving  cer- 
tain powers  to  the  governour  and  council,"  shall  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  (expiration 
thereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly, 
and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  XI. 

10^]  ^^^  ^''  ^^  act  for  farther  continuing  an  act 
entitled  An  act  to  enable  the.gover^ 
nour  and  council  to  supply  the  mv 
miesa^d  navies  of  the  United  States^ 
and  of  their  allies^  with  grain  and 
four. 

Act  to  ena-  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  year 
We  the  go-  ^^^  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  enti* 
councU^  to  **®^  "  -*"  ^^^  ^^  enable  the  governour  and  council  to. 
supply  ar-  supply  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States  and 
xrnes  andjift  of  their  allies  with  grain  and  flour,"  which  was  con- 
tc?sute8,'&  tinued  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  fw  continuing  WBk 
their  allies,  act  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  governour  and  ^oun«- 
with  grain  &  cil  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States 

ttoJ^'comiii-  *"^  ^^  ^^^'^^  *^"*^  "^'^^^  8''*''°  ^^^  flour,"  will  expire 
-isd  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  k  ia 

necess^y  the  same  should  be  farther  ^ontimied:  Bt  d 
therefore  enacted  fry  the  Oenerd  Asstmbly,  That  the 
act  entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  the  governour  and, 
council  to  supply  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  UnitcA 
States  and  of  their  allies  with  grain  and  floor,"  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  expiration 
thereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly^ 
and  no.Ionger. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OCTOBER  lIcrsM^sa  OF  COMMONWEALTH.  14  J 

CHAP.  XH. 

An  act  for  marking  and  opening  a 
road  over  the  Cumberland  moun- 
tains into  the  count}/  qfXentuckey. 

WHEREAS  great  numbers  of  people  arc  settling  Preamble. 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  river,  to  the  westward  of 
the  Cumberland  mountains,  in  the  county  ofKentuc* 
key,  and  great  advantages  will  redound  to  the  com- 
ilK^nwealth  from  a  free  and  easy  communication  and 
^itercourse  between  th«  inhabitants  in  the  eastern  and 
Hrestem  parts  thereof,  enabling  them  to  afford  mutual 
aid  and.  support  to  each  other,  and  cementing  in  one 
eommoft  tnter^t  all  the  citizens  of  the  state,  to  which 
a  ,^$^(^:wagg0n  road  through  the  great  mountains  in- 
to ttes^lements  in  the  said  county  will  gready  con- 
tribute; Wt  such  road  necessarily  passing,  for  a  con- 
sliderarUe  distance  through  a  tract  of  rough  and  unin- 
Jiabitable  country,  can  neither  be  made  in  the  usual 
way  by  ibie  adjacent  inhabitants,  nor  can  the  practi- 
cabtMly  or  charges  be  properly  judged  of,  until  the 
comitry  hath  been  explored  and  such  road  traced  out: 
Beit  enacted  hy  ihe  General  Assembly  ^   That  Evan  ^^  .   . 
Shelby  and  Richard  Callaway,  be  appointed  for  that  eroapipSwu' 
pQr|;»8e,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  autho-  edfomMtit. 
ritad  to  explore  the  country  adjacent  to,  and  on  both  >nir?nd  o- 
sidea  the  Cumberland  mountains,  and  to  trace  out,  and  ^oaTover 
mark  the  most  convenient  road  from  the  settlements  the  Ciimbcr<, 
on4lie  east  side  of  the  said  mountains,  over  the  same,  l^pd  inoun- 
inlo  the  open  country,  in  the  said  county  of  Kentuc-  Jjf"l^r?^*'*' 
Ikj;  and  to  cause  such  road,  with  all  convenient  des- 
pateh,  te  be  opened  and  cleared  in  such  manner  as  to 
^ve  passage  to  travellers  with  pack-horses,  for  the 
pmcot;  and  report  their  procee^lings  therein  to  the 
ncMsession  of  assembly,  together  with  a  computation 
of  tin  £staoce,  and  the  best  estimate  they  can  make  of 
tbe  pfacticability  and  charge  of  completing  the  same 
and  making  it  a  g^od  waggon  road;  and  the  said  Evan 
Shelby  and  Richard  Callaway,  shall  lay  before  the 
anditors  of  publick  accounts  a  fair  account,  on  oath, 
of  the  di^urseknents  made,  and  charges  incurred  in 
the  execution  of  this  act;  which  the  said  auditors  are 
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hereby  required  to  adjust  and  settle,  and  give  a.waf« 
rant  on  the  treasury  for  sach  sum  as  shall  to  them 
appear  justly  due  tliereon;  except  the  wages  and  pay 
ofnhe  labourers  and  militia  guard,  each  of  whom  on 
the  certificate  of  the  said  Evan  Shelby  or  Richard 
Callaway  that  he  hath  been  employed  during  the  whole 
time  of  that  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  three 
hundred  acres  of  any  waste  or  unappropriated  lands 
within  this  state,  for  which  no  purchase  money  shall 
be  demanded  on  behalf  of  the  confimon wealth,  or  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  at  the  option  of  the  claim- 
uni;  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  the  like  certificate 
of  servire  during  a  lesser  time,  and  except  the  com-. 
pensation  (a  the  said  Evan  Shelby  and  Richard  Ca]* 
lauay,  for  their  own  trouble,  which  is  hereby  reserved 
to  the  judgment  of  the  general  assembly. 

And  whereas  the  persons  employed  in  making  and. 
clearing  the  said  road  may  be  exposed  to  danger  from 
the  Indians,  the  said  Evan  Shelby  and  Richard  Cal-' 
h  ^y,  are  hereby  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to 
api  ly  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  most  coDveni* 
ent  county  or  counties,  for  such  militia  guard,  not  ex- 
ceeding fwitli  the  labourers  employed)  fifty  men,  a^ 
they  shall  think  necessary  for  protection;  which  guards 
such  commanding  officer  is  empowered  and  required 
to  furnish  accordingly.  In  case  of  the  death,  disabil^. 
ity,  or  refusal  to  act  of  either  of  the  commissioners,  the 
court  of  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  shall  nominate 
a  proper  person  to  fill  up  the  vacancy^  which  nomina^ 
tion  shall  give  the  person  named^  the  same  powers,  and 
entitle  him  to  the  like  compensation  as  if  he  bad  been 
hereby  particularly  appointed. 
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CHAP.  XIlL 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  ^^\^'f^' 
act  [for  regulating  ordinaries  and 
tesirmnt  of  tippling^houses. 

L  WHEREAS  tte  number  af  tippling  bouses  is  PmoMi* 
become  a  publick  nuisance,  encouraging  idleness, 
drankenness,  and  all  manner  of  vice  and  immorality, 
and  the  laws  heretofore  made  have  proved  insufficient 
to  restrain  so  growing  and  dangerous  an  evil:  Ba  it 
ikfftfore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  every   furtlieirpa* 
|tooa  keeping  a  tippling  hoose,  or  retailing  liquors,  n»hy  for 
contrai-y  to  the  act  entitled  «  An  act  for  regulating  or*  Jf^*;^"*^ 
dlnaries  and  restraint  of  tippling  houses,"  shall  over  ^^^  tohw. 
and  above  tbepeiiahie«  inflicted  by  the  said  act,  for- 
fe&  atod  If^^y  the  swm  of  fifty  pounds  for  each  and  eve- 
ry offence,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  by  action  of  debt 
or  tnforfimtkHi  in  any  court  of  record;  one  half  to  the 
iofoffmer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  commonwedlUi,  or 
the  whole  ft>  the  commonwealth,  where  prosecution 
sball  b^  first  instituted  on  the  publick  behalf  alone; 
aiid'^biM  moreover  be  subject  to  the  proceedings  and 
pdalshmeBt  herein  afler  directed. 

-II.  Every  person  having  been  convicted  of  keep*      offiBnckit 
iftg  a  tippling  house,  or"retailing  liquors  as  aforesaid,  *TJJ^*/^ 
who  thatl  aftepw  ards  be  guilty  of  the  same  offence,  and  ^\  eoaiinit- 
b^^ereof  again  convicted,  shall  by  the  court  before  ted. 
^»*otti'M»h  conviction  shall  be  had,  be  commuted  to 
prison,  there  to  remain  for,  and  during  the  term  of  six 
months,  without  bail  or  roainprize.      The  presiding  Gtandiuriea 
justice  present  shall  give  this  and  the  before  recited  ^^  *       *** 
act,  hi  special  charge  to  the  gi'and  jury  of  the  county 
at  every  grand  jury  court;  and  whenever  any  prose- 
cution or  suit  shall  be  instituted  thereupon,  the  court 
before  whom  the  same  shall  be  depending,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  speedy  trial  thereof,  out  of  course  and  without 
delay.    And  every  justice  of  the  peace  is  hereby  re-       ^rottoiu 
quired  and  strictly  enjoined  to  cause  this  and  the  be-  tlonstobe 
fere  recited  act  tobe  put  into  due  execution  within  his  Jpf^^J*^" 
county;  and  if  any  justice,  either  from  information,  bis  b^*  ordered 
own  knowledge^  or  other  just  cause,  shall  suspett  any  by  ju* ' 
person  of  keeping  a  tippling  house,  or  retailing  li* 
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quors  as  aforesaid,  he  b  hereby  empowered  and  f^ 
quired  to  summon  suph  person  to  appear  before  himi 
together  with  such  witnesses  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
sary, and  upon  the  person's  appearing,  or  failing  to 
'    '      appear,  if  the  justice,  upon  examining  die  witnesses  on 
oath  shall  find  sufficient  cause,  he  may,  and  is  hereby 
,  required  to  direct  the  attorney  for  the  cpmmoniyealth 
in  such  county  to  institute  a  prosecution  against  such 
person,  on  the  publick  behaU;  which  such  attorney  is 
May  be  ^'^^iX  required  to  institute  accordingly.      And  such 
bound  to    ^  ju?iice  may  also  cause  the  persoii  so  suspected,  to  give 
tfie  behavior  bond,  with  two  suiBcient  securities,  for  his  or  her  good 
^commit-    behaviour  for  the  term  of  one  year,  the  principal  in 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  the  secui-ities  ip  the  sum 
of  twenty  five  pounds  each;  and  upon  failing  tq  giy^* 
such  bond  and  security  within  three  days  after  being 
thereunto  required,  such  person  mav  be  committed  ta 
the  jail  of  the  county,  there  to  remain,  until  he  or  sm 
shall  give  bond  and  security  accordingly;  and  if  su^ 
jjerson  shall  afterwards,  during  the  saidterm,.  keep^a 
tippling  house,  or  retail  liquors  as  aforesaid,  the  san^ 
shall  be,  and  is  herebj  declared  a  breach  of  the  g09^ 
behaviour,  and  of  the  condition  of  such  bond. 
Proviso  in      III.  Provided  always^  That  nothing  in  this,  or  the 
avor  of       before  recited  act  contained,  shall  extend,  or  be  coa^ 
diTtilUsrs**^    sirued  to  prohibit  any  person  or  persops  from  retaaj^ 
ing  such  liquors  as  shall  actually  have  been  made  freio 
the  produce  of  such  person's  own  estate,  or  brewed  q|^ 
distilled  by  him,  her,  or  them,  or  those  in  his,  her,  q% 
their  employ;  so  as  such  liquors  be  not  drank,  or  io* 
tended  to  be  drank  at  the  house  or  plantation  where 
the  same  shal*  be  sold;  but  where  any  dispute  shall 
arise  concerning  the  making  such  liquors,  the  burthen 
of  proof  shall  be  on  the  defendant. 
Liquors,  &c.     IV.    And  whereas  by  the  before  fecited  act,   the 
my  be  fm     courts  of  the  respective  counties  are  vested  with  the. 
ywT*^^  *  power  of  settling  the  rates  and  prices  to  be  paid  at 
"^  ordinaries  for  liquors,  diet,  lodging,  provender,  sta- 

llage, fodder,  and  pasturage,  only  at  their  court  in  the 
month  of  March;  therefore,  Be  it  farther  enactedj  That 
each  county  court  shall  have  full  power  to  set  the  ratea 
and  prices  to  be  paid  at  all  ordinaries  within  their  re- 
spective counties,  for  liquors^  diet,  lodging,  provender, 
stablage,  fodder,  and  pasturage,  as  well  in  any  other 
monUr  as  in  Uie  mqttKh  of  March,  and  ipay  increaise 
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or  lessen  the  rates,  as  often  as  they  shall  see  cause, 

but  shall  not  fail  to  fix  the  rates  at  least  twice  in  a 

year,  under  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  on  every 

member  of  such  court  so  failing.     And  every  ordina-      Tibles  of 

ty-keeper  shall,  within  one  month  after  the  rates  so  rates  to  be 

^  obtain  of  the  county  court  clerk,  a  fair  table  of  setup  Uor^ 

slich'  rales,  which  shall  be  openly  set  up  in  the  publick  ^'»*^»«*' 

entertaining  room  of  every  ordinary,  and.  there  kept 

until  the  rates  shall  be  again  set  by  the  court,  and 

then  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  again  so  obtained  and 

kept,  from  time  to  time,  under  penalty  of  fifty  pounds 

on  every  ordinary-keeper  failing  so  to  do;  an(i  if  any 

ordinary-keeper  shall  demand  and  take  any  greater      Penalty  or 

price  forany  drink,  diet,  lodging,  provender,  stallage,  ^""^^^1),^°^ 

rotldery  or  pasturage,  than  by  such  rates  shall  be  al-  le'^^mef. 

Idwed,  he  or  she  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one 

Imndred  pounds  for  every  such  offence;  which  penaV- 

ly,  as  well  as  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  for  foiling  to 

set  up  tl^  table  of  rates  as  above  directed;  and  that 

otithe  membersof  a  court  failing  to  fix  the  rates,  shall' 

Be  recoverable  by  action  of  debt  or  Information,  by 

any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  court 

of  record  Within  this  commonwealth. 

"  V.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  so  much  of  an  • 

t£(  entitled  ^*' An  act  for  regulating  ordinaries,  and 

rttcraint  of  tippling-houses,"  as  is  contrary  to  this  act, 

ifbereby  repealed;  and  this  act  shall  commence  and 

ft  in  force,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  February 

ifert. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

jchtn.  Rev.  ^^  ^^^  ^^  empower  the  treasurer  to 
f.  109.]  receive  certain  certificates. 

CMt«te  acr.      '•  WHEKEAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  pre- 

tilioates  re*   sent  general  assembly,  that  many  of  the  inhabitaots 

ceivable  in    of  this  State  are  possessed  of  certificates,  payable  oa 

1^22]^*       the  first  day  of  Alarch  next,  given  in  exchange  fi>r  the 

Und  war^      emissions  of  May  the  twentieth,  one  thousand  sevo^n 

rants.  bufidred  and  seventy  seven,  and  April  the  eleventh, 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  which 

were  taken  out  of  circulation  by  a  resolution  pf  coo- 

gress;  and  that  many  of  the  holders  of  such  certificates 

ftre  entitled  to  the  pre-emption  of  unappropriated  lanct^, 

and  others  incline  to  purchase  lands,  which  they  ^a^* 

not,  unless  such  certigcates  ar,e  received  in  payment  jat 

the  treasury:  Be  it  thenfore  tnacUd^  That  the  treasu* 

rer  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  from  i^ll 

'persons  inhabitants  of  this  state,  such  of  the  said  certi- 

^oates  as  have  been  issued  therein,  and  shall  be  ofiipr* 

ed  in  payment  for  treasury  warrants  for, waste  or  im- 

.appropriated  lands. 

Loot  oftce      IK  4^d  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  from  apd  after 

•ertificatet,   the  first  ^ay  of  March  next,  the  treasurer  be  ako  di- 

Su  jccdra.  ^^^^^^  *^  receive  the  loan  office  certificates  of  this  state, 

ble  for  watte  ^d  to  allow  the  interest  due  thereon  to  the  day  of  re- 

laada.  ceiviog  the  same,  for  treasury  warrants,  for  any  waste 

or  unappropriateid  lands  within  this  commonwealth. 
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CHAP.  XV, 

An, act  for  laying  an  embargo  on 
Salt^  and  for  other  purposes. 

\  THE  qiore  effectually  to  supply  the  people  of  this  -  ^^ 
corotetonwealth  with  the  necessary 'article  of  salt:  Bt  \m.  ^mST 
it  enacted  by  the  General  Astemblyj  .That  an  embargo 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  laid  upon  all  salt  within  this 
c^ommonwealth,  for  and  during  the  term  of  three  months 
from  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly;  and 
tttat  the  governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  may, 
ixk^  is  hereby  empowered,  at  any  time  during  the  con^ 
tibualion  of  the  present  war,  either  to  continue  or  to 

'fi^ve  again  and  renew  such  embargo,  by  procIama-> 
tion  from  time  to  time  as  the  circumstances  of  trade 

''*hd  the  want^  of  the  people  may  require. '  And  if  a»y  p^^^^j^y  ^^^ 
person,  during  the  time  that  such  embargo  shall  be  in  breach/ 
force,  shall  presume  to  carry  any  salt  which  now  is^, 
er  bereafler  may  be  within  this  commonwealth,  out  of 
the  same  by  land  or  water,  he  or  she  so  offending,  shgll 
Ibrftit  and  pay  (oriy  pounds  for  every  bushel  so  car- 
ried out,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  upon  motion  in 
any  court  of  record,  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  the  de« 
i^dant  or  defendants  having  bad  at  least  ten  days 

{irevious  notice  of  such  motion.      Provided  neverihe^  ^^  ^^ 
fS9,  That  the  governour  with  the  advice  of  the  coun-  ^^  euion%<. 
dl,  may  grant  a  permit  for  conveying  salt  out  ef  this  nm  M«»lt 
tooioiohwealth  for  the  publick  qse  of  the  United  Amer*  P«r»*«eiL , 
lean  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  that  any  two  justices 
of  the  peace  may  grant  a  permit  to  any  citizen  of  this 
or  any  of  the  adjacent  states,  to  carry  out  any  quan- 
tity oifsalt  not  exceeding  five  busbeb,  within  any  term 
of  six  months,  upon  satisfactory  proof  to  them  made 
that  the  same  is  for  the  ^s^  of  such  citizens  own  family 
or  those  in  bis  employ,  and  not  for  sale. 

Every  person  sending  or  carrying  salt  from  onedis-  Boadtoomr 
Irict  to  another  within  this  commonwealth,  shall  give  f^  oom^- 
bond  with  sufficient  security,  in  the  penalty  of  fiAy  J^iJJ* 
pounds  for  every  bushel  of  sail  so  intended  to  be  sent 
or  carried,  to  the.  naval  officer  of  the  district  from 
frhence  it  shall  be  carrjed,  that  the  same  shall  be  re- 
Ifmded  within  this  commmwealtbi  and  slmU  within 
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six  mouths  irext  thereafter,  produce  to  sucH^ naval  offi- 
cer, a  certificate  thei^eof  from  the  naval  officer  of  the 
district,  or  from  some  justice  of  peace  of  the  county 
where  such  salt  shall  have  been  relanded,  to  cancel  his 
bond,  which  shall  otherwise  be  forthwith  put  in  suit; 
And  every  vessel  lading  or  taking  on  board  salt  under 
pretence  of  carrying  the  same  from  one  district  to 
yiotlier,  before  such  bond  shall  have  been  glvert,  shalf 
and  is  liereby  declared  forfeited;  one  moiety  thereof 
to  thp  Qse  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the  conv^ 
Indemnificft.  monwealth;  and  the  like  proceeding^  sindl  be  had 
Seraor^nd    *^''^'*  as  in  the  capture  of  vessels  from  an  enemy - 
otkerttct*     Be  it  enacted^*  That  the  governour,  and. ait  persons 
iifgr  un<ter.|i    aetiQg  by  his  directions,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
*'^^*f^       indemnified  in  their  proceedings  under  the  resolution 
?he  exporf*.  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  19th  of  October  11  W^ 
tionot'salt.    prohibiting  the  exportation  of  salt. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

An  act  to  encourage  the  importation' 
of  Salt. 

•ftroium  for  WHEREAS  from  the  scarcity  as  well  as  high  price 
^porixtion  of  salt,  it  is  proper  that  encouragement  be  given  to 
the  importation  of  that  necessary  article  of  life:  Be  it 
therefore  enacted^  That  every  owner  or  master  of  a 
vessel,  who  shall  import  salt  into  this  corantonwealth 
after  the  passing  of  tbis  act,  shall  be  allowed  to  export 
one  hogshead  of  tobacco  duty  free  for  every  five  bush- 
els of  salt  so  imported.  At  the  time  of  entering  a  ves- 
sel in  which  salt  may  be  imported,  the  naval  ofiicer 
shall  give  the  owner  or  master  thereof  a  certificate, 
Itow  frtyttin*  specifying  the  time  and  quantity  of  salt  imported.  The 
owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  producing  such  certi^cate 
to  any  inspector!  shall  be  entitled  to  ship  one  bogs- 
liead  of  tobacco  duty  free  for  every  five  bushels  of  salt 
contained  in  such  certificate,  giving  the  inspectors  at 
such  warehouse  a  receipt  theroon  for  the  number  of 
hogsheads  so  delivered,  which  receipt  and  certificate 
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sbiU  be  allowed  the  inspedort  in  eetdnig  dieir  ae* 
counts  far  ikities  on  tebaeco.  If  the  owner  or  master 
of  a  vessel  hatb  not  so  many  hogsheads  of  tob^co  ml 
ot|e  warehcMise  as  bip  certificate  entitles  him  to  esporl 
dn^  freq  in  (iiat  ease  he  shall  giv^  the  inspectors  there« 
of  ft  receipt  for.  so  many  hogsheads  delivered  at  such 
warehouse;  and  the  inspectors  shall  thereupon  endorse 
Of»  tbe  bach  of  the  certificate,  the  number  of  bogsbBads 
^'delivered  and  .the. time;  and  the  master  ob  ownet 
shall  b^  aUoHred  to  make  up  such  deficiency  at  any 
other  warehouse,  upon  producing  to  the  inspectors 
thersoAsoch  certificate,  and  giving  them  a  receipr 
thereon  for  tbe  same. 

..And  whereas  it  may  so  happen,  that  after  an^em-  f^niwhwclam 
•hfirg»  oil  salt  is  taken  ofi;  tbe  importer  thereof,  not-  ««P<**«**^*  ^ 
wiifastaQding  he'has  received  the  bounty  given  by  this 
act,  may  export  the  same:  Be  U  enacUd^  That  every 
person  importing  salt  and  receiving  the  benefits  given 
by  this  act,  shall  before  he  obtains  a  permit  to  export 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  pay  down  to  the  naval 
oflicer  so  much  money  as  the  bounty  for  the  importa- 
tion thereof  amounted  to  in  shipping  tobacco  doty 
iree* 

•    And  be  ii  farther  enacted^  That  the  act  entitled  "  An    Fonaer  mK 
act  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth  ?**2P^" 
With  salt  upon  reasonable  lermj*,^'  shall  be,  and  Ihe  ^'^**' 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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[Chan.  uev.  ^^  ^^^  f^  amending  qn  act  entitled 
p.  110]  yifi  octjor  appointing  the  place  for 

holding  the  High  Court  of  Chan- 
eery  and  General  Courts  and  em- 
powering the  said  High  Court  of 
Chancery  to  appoint  their  own  ser- 
'  jeant  at  arms. 

limbic         I,  WHEREAS  a»  act,  entitled  «  An  act  appointing 
the  place  for  holAng  the  high  coort  of  chancery  and* 
gieneral  court,  aifa  empowering  the  said  high  eoort  of 
chancery  to  appoint  their  own  Serjeant  at  armfi,"  wad 
continued  by  an  aet  of  the  last  session  of  assembly 
for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  firom  thenee 
to  the  end  of  the  Bext  ses^on  of  assembly. 
f  :ourt  of  ftp-     II*  And  whereas  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  fixes  the 
petb,  high  place  for  holding  the  said  courts,  is  contradictory  ta 
chance^'  ^^  the  act  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government  Be 
^ntraT'     i^  A^fefort  enacted^  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  9ft 
court  to  be   directs  the  place  for  holding  the  said  courts  of  chan* 
heldatRieh-  ^,.y  ^id  general  court,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  here-* 
"^^"  '  by  repealed;  and  that  the  first  meeting  of  tbe  court  of 

appeals,  higfar  court  of  chancery,  and  general  courts  ia 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  sball 
be  at  the  town  of  Richmond  in  the  county  of  Henri**  * 
CO,  at  the  apartments  to  be  provided  for  that  purposie. 
And  any  act  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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CHAP.  XVIll. 

4n  ad  t6  amend  the  act  entitled  An  [cnim.B«r. 
*  dct  conceirmng  escheats  and  forfeit  ^' 
tures  from  British  subjects* 

',  I.  WHEREAS  sfMne  doubts  have  arisen  respect*  j8«eaBAtp» 
ihg  the  construction  of  the  act  of  assembly  entitled  ^*1 
"  An  act  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  irom  Bri* 
tish  subjects,"  by  which  unnecessary  delays  may  be 
occasioned,  and  the  purposes  of  the  said  recited  act 
&|logelherictefeated;  It  is  hereby  declared  and  enacted     MMb  mi 
fythe  t^emtral  Asitmbly,  Timt  an  office  found  for  th^  nilwof  p»«. 
teHn»#«WMltli,  and  retMrned  to  the  general  count,  shall  f^l^em  of 
aenahi  thoee  but  thirty  days,  to  be  computed  froni  the  oAee,  aad 
4sy  of  theiwturn  for  UiQ  claim  of  any  one.     Where  a  "f^I*'*"** 
tttsrafjse  hath  been  filed  by  a  British  subject,  or  other       ' 
person  for  him,  such  traverse  shall  be  withdrawal  and 
any  Britisii  subject,  or  other  person  on  his  behalf,  shall 
iie  b^u*d  ^before  the  general  court,  bv  a  wmstram  df 
irmt,  and  any  person,  other  jthan  a  British  ^ubjec^,  09 
a.  traverse  ta  the  office  or  momtrant  de  droit.   .  Whete 
a  mansifans  de  droit  hath  been  filed  by  or  in  belialf  of 
aay  Britith  subject,  the  court  shall  direct  an  issue  t^ 
be  nmde  sp  without  delay,  to  try  whether  sucb  claim* 
aatiie  a  British^  subject  within  the  meaning  of  ifaa  said 
iecfledaRC      Where  a  sioiMtront  de  droit  batb  .beep 
filed  In  Ae  namf  of  any  person  for,  and  in  behalf  of  a 
British  wl||ect,  or  where  a  traverse  to  tlie  office,  or 
ihbmtrans'de  droits  by^any  person  other  than  a  British 
subject,  pretending  a  right  to  the  estale,*  before  r^Ii- 
I  cation  made  for  the  commonwealth,  the  party  shall, 
in  the  first  case,  shew  to  the  court  probable  reason 
why  such  British  subject  is  not  within  the  said  recited 
act;  and  in  the  latter  case  give  evidence  of  some  title 
in  Uim  or  her  to  the  estate,  or  failing  so  to  do,  such 
traverse  or  monstrous  de  droit  shall  be  quashed.    No 
exception  for  that  the  proceedings  of  escheat  and  (of^ 
feiture  were  not  instituted  by  the  govemour  and  count 
cii,  or  by  the  commissioners  of  the  taXj  aided  by  the 
assessors  within  their  several  counties,  or  ibr  want  df 
form  in  the  inquisition,  shall  at  any  time  be  adroitted| 
and  the  trial,  of  every  Issue  shidl  be  in  the  ifaiioo  «i 
VoL.x.  U 
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which  it  is  made  up,  on  which  the  ^nusfrtlktmii  Mil 
He  on  the  person  making  claHn-to  the  e^ate.    Wheir 
an  estate  is  held  by  a  citisen  or  ciUsens  of  this  com^ 
monw^ltb,  and  a  Briiish  trubject  or  subjects  as  te»^• 
•  ants  in  common,  or  joint  tenants,  the  propmiion  to  the 
whole  estate  of  the  interest  of  such  citiEen  therein  siiaU 
be  ascertained  by  the  jury  summoned  to  find  the  iir^^ 
quisitioii,  who  shall  find  an  official  lo  the  whole  of 
the  estate;  and  if  it  be  for  the  commonwealth,  such  cU 
tizen  or  citizens  may  retain  his  or  their  niterest  in  the 
estate,  and  only  the  interest  of  such  British  subject  oji^ 
subjects  therein,  be  sold,  or  the  whole  of  the  ettatie 
sold,  and  the  value  of  his  or  their  interest  paid  to  such 
citizen  or  citizens,  at  his  or  their  opuon,  to  be  made 
before  the  general  court. 

1 L  ^nd  b^  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  general  courts 
during  tlieir  session  in  the  month  of  December  in  the 
present  year  one  thousand  seven  bundled  and  seventy 
nine,  shall  determine  alt  matters  brought  before  ik^ 
general  court  at  any  time,  by  the  operation  of  the  said 
^      recited  act:  Previded,  That  they  may,  on  good  caus^ 
shewn,  delay  the  discussion  of  the  right  in  any  case  t« 
the  next  term,  and  no  longer.      Where  the  certificate 
of  the  clerk  of  the  general  court,  that  no  claim  hutk 
been  made,  or  that  being  made,  it  hath  been  discussed 
for  the  commonwealth,  shall  come  to  the  escbeator^  or 
in  the  Northern  Neck  to  the  sherifi*  of  the  county  whefe 
the  estate  lie^,  he  shall  proceed  to  sell  the  estate,  and 
shall  retain  the  same  compensation,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  penalties  and  legal  proceedings  as  if  sndi 
sale  had  been  within  the  time  limited  by  the  said  re- 
cited act«      All  actual  and  bona  fide  sales  mad^  by 
^l^yVk^x-  B^*'^'^**  subjects  of  their  estates  by  deed  duly  execntad 
nsh  subjects  ^^^  recorded,  before  the  passing  of  the  said  recited 
Yalid,— Col-    act,  shall  be.  and  they  are  hereby  confirtned.  All  saks 
declared^^*    made  by  collusion  of  the  estates  real  or  personal  wbiah 
vt^'td;  how  to  come  witbin  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  end 
be  detected,  according  thereto,  are  subject  to  forfeiture  under  the 
said  recited  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  de^ 
clared  to  be  void;  and  for  discovery  of  any  sQch  coUtt- 
sive  sales,  it.  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  escheator 
or  sheriff  as  the  case  may  be,  at  the  tune  of  taking  fai3 
inquest,  to  examine  on  oath^  the  party  claiming  sueh 
estate,  and  the  general  court  afterwards,  when  it  ctMoei 
before  them,  shall  have  the  same  power. 
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in,  Jini  1m  ^  Jw4her  enacted,  That  wlienever  the 
inrtgage«»  of  any  ^tate  shall  be  fcwind  to  come  wkli-   >«J«»^c^»on« 
wrtlie  purview  of  this  act,  as  British  subjects,  and  ibe  Jfow^lf  cL 
fiftortgaged  premised  are  incladed  withih  the  inqam*  cheat,  how 
lioD;  or  where  any  eiticen  or  citicens  of  this  state  may  *"^  ^^  ^•^•^ 
ilKve  8B  equitable  interest  in  any  estate  as  to  which  an  Sa""d,'^*' 
inqiiiskiofi  bath  been  found  for  the  commonwcaltk, 
Aiy  one  Judge  of  the  high  court  of  chancery  may  award 
an  tejunction  to  stay  the  sale  of  such  estate,  unless  the 
coBtract  shall  have  been  made  since  the  passing  of  the 
before  recited  act,  of  which  the  escheator  or  sheriff 
^half  tato  notice,  until  the  said  equitable  claim  shall 
be  defermkiedr    And  the  said  court  of  chancer}'  shall, 
at  thehr  next  session,  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
such  equitable  claims,  in  preference  to  all  other  mat- 
len  wlmtsoever,  and  may  either  make  the  injunction   , 
perpetoal,  or  take  such  other  order  therein  as  to  them 
ahaAlseem  just;  saving  to  the  wives,  widows,  or  chil- 
dren of  Bri^fa  subjects '  residing  withini  this  state  the 
benefit  of  exception  to  them  extended  by  the  said  re* 
cited  act;  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
•tandiog. 

IV.  And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this 
genera)  assembly,  that  many  persons  natives  of  this 

'  etate  who  are  entitled  to  property  therein,  have  at  di- 
wrs  periods  before  and  soon  after  the  present  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America,  removed,  themselves 
|»  some  parts  of  the  British  dominions,  or  have  been 
tadoced  to  go  thither  by  their  husband:;,  parents,  or 
guardians. 

V.  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assemhiy^ 
'9h«t  all  femes  coverts,  widows,  and  infants,  natives  of 
^8  dtate,  Qow  or  lately  resident  in  Great  Britain,  or 
Mher  parts  beyond  the  seas;  all  widows  natives  of  this 
eme,  or  widows  of  natives  of  this  state,  or  infants  the 

teae  of  natives  of  this  state,  and  all  other  persons  ei-  who  aree^. 
iher  natives  of  this  state  or  who  were  actually  married  ccpted  out/ 
to  natives  of  this  stale,  and  bona  fide  inhabitants  there-  mer  wv  and 
of  fer  at  least  one  year  at  any  time  within  four  years  how  reheva 
next  before  the  commencement- of  hostilities,  on  the  ble. 
Qiiieteeath  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  five,  and  who  have  left  North  America  at 
^y  time  before  the  passing  of  the  act  Declaring  tohat 
Atdl  be  Treasm,  and  have  not  been  guilty  of  any  overt 
act  injorions  to  the  rights  or  liberties  of  America;  and 
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also-ail  penons^irbo  left  tl^ts  tttte  id  ilm#  noitiige,  am 
have  daring  their  absence  arrived  to  foil  age  wii' ' 
four  years  last  past;  and  also  the  barons  of  ferae 
verts  natives  of  thi«  state  as  aforesaid,  as  far  as  rel 
to  any  property  which  they  held  in  right  of  suclt  fei 
coveto,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  exi 
cepted  out  of  the  said  recited  act;  provided  they  ha' 
akeady  returned,  or  shall  return  to  this  conimonweali 
and  become  cidsens  thereof  within  two  -years,  to 
computed  in  the  case  of  infants  from  the  time  they  ai^ 
live  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  in  all  otbet 
cases  from  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assemUyi 
Provided  abOf  That  such  claim  be  made  before  tM 
general  court,  and  that  where  before  claim  made  a 'sale 
of  such  estate  may  have  been,  t>r  notitse  seat  by  Ihi 
clerk  of  the  general  court  that  no  claim  hath  btafl 
made,  that  then  the  purchaser  shall  hold  the  estate 
free  and  exonerated  from  such  claim,  but  the  owner 
may  assert  his  or  her  right  to  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  with  the  same  force  he  or  she  might  have  done 
to  the  thing  itself.  So  much  of  the  before  recited  act 
as  comes  within  the  purview  of  and  is  inconsistent  with 
this  act,  shall  be  and  is  thereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

f€hMi.Bcv.-^^  ac«  to  empower  the  judges  of  the 

p.UL)  general  court  to  superintena   and 

regulate  the  puhlick  jaxL  tv 

I.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  tlif 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eighf. 
entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  governour  and  coun- 
cil to  superintend  and  regulate  the  publick  jiaiil,"  has 
been  found  inconvenient  by  placing  that  business  in 
the  hands  of  the  governour  and  council,  and  it  is 
judged  proper  to  put  the  direction  of  the  said  jail  into 
the  bands  of  the  judges  of  the  general  court: 


\ 
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andi#  U.  &«^fAir^«»jwteil,  That  Ami  and  ate  tiM 
tkM  «id  of  thb  sQiaoo  of  assembly ,  the  judges  of  tfaft  gtM^ 
co^  ffal  C4Kirt  fthaH  have  the  directioo  of  the  pubKck  kuil;iHiTe  Arec 
avei  aadrliiejr  are  iiereby  empowered  and  reqmred,  fromtionofthe 
Iraie  to  time^  to  order  and  direct  soch  allowance  to  I'^'^'^J?^ 
iaxtefor  die:  mamlenaace  of  the  prisoners  confined t^^mM to 
fkml^f  aad  toibt  what  shall  be  paid  to  the  keeper  there'  the  keepers. 
^Ubr  h»  trouble,  as  the  said  judges,  or  a  OH^ority  of 
^  Ihem,  shall  think  reasonable;  and  the  said  judges  am 
an  Iripcby.  empowered  to  certify  such  allowance^  frooa 
itb€(  iMe  to  time,  to  the  board  of  auditors,  who  are  herebjr 
bijt  dirtcted  to  debit  the  same,  and  to  gWe  a  warrant  upcm 
.  dij  ifae  treasurer  for  the  payment  thei«oC 
sab   «  ill*  This  act  shall  continue  imd  be  in  force  until 
(fat  tm  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
teef    mi  eighty  three,  and  no  longer. 
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''^^     '  CHAP-  XX. 


An  act  to  revive  an  act  entitled  An  act 
f  to  amend  an  act  for  preventing f or e^ 
\  stalling^  regraling^  engrossing^  and 
r      publick  vendues. 

WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  inibe  year  Aetsopre^ 
one  thousand  seven  huodred  and  seventy  f^f^  onti-  ^fj^  ***" 
'      lied  "^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  preventing,  fore-  ^2£  elT. 
flaHing,  regraling,  engrossing,  and  pubKck  vendueSi"  groMing  & ' 
expired  on  the  first  day  of  November  la^t,  and  it  is  J"**'*^^* 
expedient  and  necessary  that  the  same  should  be  re-  cSSiml^' 
"vWed:  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  so  much  of  the 
act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  preventing 
IbresteUing,  r^rating,  engrossing,  and  pobtick  ven- 
dues," so  for  as  it  relates  to  forestsSUng,  regrating,  and 
^igrosskig^  be  revived,  and  shall  contmue  and  be  in 
force  from  and  aAer  the  passing  of  this  act,  for  and 
^birinff  the  term  of  one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the 
«i4  of  the  next  session  of  assembly . 
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-    And  whereas  it  is  thought  expecJient  to  impose  a 
^^J^J^y^^"^  tax  GO  goods,  wares,  and  raercliaiwiizes,  imported  frott 
JJ^Jtj^n      other  states  and  countries  which  shall  be  exposed  t« 
publick  auction:  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  a  t^ 
of  two  and  a  Irnlf  j)er  centum  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandixes,  hereafter  imported  from  other  states  and 
coiintries  exposed  to  pubiick  auction  that  shall  not 
have  been  imported  nine  months  before  such  sale,. sliall 
be  paid  into  the  publick  treasury  of  this  state  in  tiie 
months  of  April  and  October  annually,  by  the  vendue 
master,  who  at  the  same  time  shall  render  an  account 
upon  oath,  of  all  sales  made  by  him,  unto  the  auditors. 
And  whereas  a  practice  has  prevailed  among  vendue 
masters  and  o%vners  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dizes, that  have  been  exposed  to  sale,  to  bid  on  tlit 
goods  either  with  a  view  of  enhancing  the  prices  of 
Vendue  ^^  same,  or  of  fixing  the  prices  of  goods  of  a  similar 
masters  pro-  kind;  to  prevent  such  pi*actice,  Be  it  farther  enactf^ 
bibitedfrom  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  vendue  master  o^ 
VidcUog  on    person  acting  under  him,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
scdbythem  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^"y  goo^ls,  wares,  or  merchandizes  subject 
to  auction,     to  the  tax  aforesaid,  which  he  may  expose  to  publijcl| 
sale,  unless  he  shall  openly  declare  that  be  intends  t^ 
purchase  the  same  bona  fide  for  the  use  and-€onsuni(^ 
tion  of  himself  and  family;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  fbr 
.the  owner  or  owners  of  any  goods,  wares,  or.  merr 
•chandizes  exposed  to  publick  saje,  either  by  bimset^ 
Kiception.    l^erselfi  or  themselves  or  agents,  directly  or  itidiredly 
to  bid  on  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes;  and  in 
case  any  such  vendue  master,  owner,  or  owners  shall 
•     presume  to  violate  or  bid  contrary  to  this  act,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  he  or  they  sh^ll  forfeit  and  pay  thue^ 
,  times  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mercbandizdg 

so  bid  for,,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record  im 
this  state,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  or  plaint,  one  half  af 
the  forfeiture  to  the  informer,  the  other  to  the  corn 
monwealth. 
Venduemas-      JInd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  court  of  eacji 
^^*?  J*^  *P:  county,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  shall  appoint  Jt 
SuaUfied,*"    vendue  master,  who  shall  give  bond  and  security,  io 
4he  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  for  the  payment  of 
iail  taxes  arising  from  the  sales  of  goods,  wares,. aad 
merchandizes  which  be  shall  sell,,  into  tl^  publicll 
treasury,  and  shall  take  an  oath  for  the/aithful  diav 
charge  of  his  office,  which  oath  may  be  adjministered 
by  any  justice. 
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•  CHAP.  XXI. 

^n  ae£  for  more  effectually  securing  [Cbwi.Rev: 
.  ta  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  ^' 

Virginia  line^  the  lands  reserved  to 
\  ihetn^for  discouraging  present  set^ 
,  dements  on   the    north   west  side 

of  the  Ohio  river ^  and  for  punish- 
'ing  persons  attempting  to  prevent 
.the  execution  of  land  ojjice  war- 
»  ranis. 

1i    WHEHKAS  all  the  lands  lying  between  the     Preambk, 
6reen  riv^r  and  the  Tenissee  river,  from  the  Allegha-  reciting  r*- 
'n^  ndoontahis  to  the  Ohio  river,  except  the  <ract  grant-  jJ^JJJ^"^ 
ed  iinU>  Richard  Henderson,  esq    and  company,  hav€  cert  tnd  tol- 
beeu  resierved  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir-  diers. 
^iitf  a  line,  on  continental  and  state  establishment,  ^o  i? 55  ?****  ^' 
give  them  choice  of  good  lands,  not  only  for  the  pub-     ' 
K6k'b^my  due  to  them  for  military  service,  but  also 
te  ibeir  private  adventures .  as  citizens;  and  no  person 
#tts  allowed  by  law  to  enter  any  of  the  said  lands,  un- 
frthey  shall  have  been  fifst  satisfied;  and  it  is  now  re- 
^in^ent^  to  the  general  assembly,  that  several  persons^ 
ire,  notwithstanding,  settling  upon  the  lands  so  re- 
served; whereby  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  may  be 
in  danger  of  losing  the  preference  and  benefit  intend*  • 

^  for  them  by  the  legislature:   Be  it  enacted  by  the  • 

Genertd  Assembly,  That  every  person  hereafter  set-    Fenahyoii 
#iiig  upon  the  lands  reserved  for  the  officers  and  sol-  ««ttler«iiot 
diers  as  afbresatd;  or  who  having  already  settled  there-  ^JJJJuIJ^ 
00,  ^ba)l  not  remove  from  the  said  lands  within  six  served] 
moQths  next  after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  as- 
dettbly,  shall  fprfeit  all  his  or  her  goods  and  chattels 
lo  the  commonwealth;  for  the  recovery  of  which,  the 
tfa^mt y  for  the  state  in  the  county  of  Kentuckey  for 
the  tiflie  b^ing,  is  hereby  required  immediately  after 
the  exph-ation  of  the  said  term,  to  enter  prosecution 
fcy  wasy  of  information  in  the  court  of  the  said  coUnty 
«»  behalf  of  the  commonweahb,  and  gn  judgment  be- 
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ing  frtitaiiMdt  iftimediatdy  to;  issue  executiotl  and  poNi^ 
ceed  to  the  sale  of  sueir  goods  and  chatties;  and  if  the 
person  or  persons  so  prosecuted  shall  not  remove  frony 
off  the  said  lands  in  three  months  after  prosecution  sov 
^  .  entered,  the  said  attorney  shall  certify  to  ihe  gover^^ 
nour  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  so- 
refasing  to  remove,  who,  with  the  advice  of.tbe  coun- 
cil may,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  issue  orders  la 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  county,  or  to  any 
other  officer  in  the  pay  of  this  state,  to  remove  such 
person  or  persons,  or  any  others  that  may  he.  settled 
thereon^  from  off  the  said  lands  by  force  of  arms,  ex^ 
cept  such  as  were  actually  settled  prior  to  the  first  dajf 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  add  seventy 
«5ght.  , 

VropoHiona      II.  And  whereas  no  law  of  this  commonwealth  hath 
t'^o^ers  3^t  ascertained  tbd  proportions  or  Quantity  of  land  tp, 
jiotcfieta  Ind  ^  granted,  at  the  end  of  the  present  war,  te  the  ofli% 
•aUors.  *       eers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  or  slate  esta-*> 
blishment,  or  to  the.  oncers  of  the  Virgiiya  navy^  ati4 
doubts  may  arise  respecting  the  particular  qi|antity  <^ 
land  due  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  from  the  different; 
'  terms  of  their  enlistments;  v8e  it  enacted^  That  Ibe  o^<*, 
oe^s  who  shall  have  served  in  the  Virginia  Une  on  coiiK 
tinental  establishment,  or  in  the  army  or  favy  upou* 
slate  establishment  to  the  end  of  the  present  war;  Bj^qj^ 
Ihe.  non*coTnmissioned  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors* 
Upon  either  of  the  said  establishments,  their  faeirs  or- 
legal  representatives,  shall  respectively  be  entitled  la 
and  receive  the  proportion  and  quantities  of  land  fpL 
*  lowing;  that  is  to  say,  every  colonel,  five  Ibousana- 

•         acres;  every  lieutenant  colonel,  four  thousand  fiveJbttii*, 
dred  acres;  every  major,  four  thousand  acres;  every 
captain,  tlii*ee  thousand  acres;  every  subaltern,  twp 
thousand  acres;  every  non-commissioned  officer  who^ 
having  enlisted  for  the  wan,  shall  have  served  to  thei 
end  thereof,  four  hundred  acres;  and  every  soldiet  and 
sailor  under  the  like  circumstances,  two  hundred  acres;, 
every  non-commissioned  officer,  who  having  enlisted 
fur  the  term  of  three  years,  shall  have  serv^  out  the. 
same,  or  to  the  end  of  the  present  war,  tw.o  hundred 
acres;  and  every  soldier  and  sailor  under  the  like  cijr- 
ctinistances,  one  hundred  acres;  every  officer  of  the 
navy  the  saime  quantity  of  land  as  an  officer  of  equal 
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rMk  iti  thc'army.*    And  vriiere  anjr  trfficer,  soUier^ 
tnp  sailor  shall  have  fallen  or  diecl  in  the  service,  bis  thoS^SSu' 
beirs  oiF  legal  representatives  shall*  be  entitled  to  and  ordyin^ia 
receive  the  seme  quantity  of  land  as  would  have  been  ^e  service^ 
6aeto  svch  officer,  soldier,  or  sailor  respectively,  bad  f^^'r!i^ 
he  been  living.  or  lega/JL 

IH.  And  whereas,  although  no  lands  were  allowed  prcteota*^ 
by  law  to  be  entered  or  warrants  to  be  located  ontha  ^^••' 
north  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  until  the  farther  or-» 
d«r  of  the  general  assembly,^  several  persons  are  not* 
withstanding  removing  themselves  to  and  making  new 
settlements  on  the  lands  upon  the  north  west  side  of 
tbe  said  rrver,  which  will  probably  bring  on  an  Indian 
nit  with  some  tribes  still  in  amity  with  the  United  Settleatiii 
American  States,   and  thereby  involve  the  common^  ^"  7*'^  «r 
weahh  in  great  expense  and  bring  distress  on  the  in-  Jh^  qJ^  ^ 
bybitants  of  our  western  frontier:  Be  it  detlared  and  probated  & 
enacted^  That  no  {>erson  so  removing  to  and  settling  P^ohibitad. 
o|f  the  s^id  lands  on  the  north  west  side  of  the  Ohio 
(hrer.  siM  be  entitled  to  or  allowed  any  right  of  pre*- 
emptioii  or  other  benefit  whatever,  from  such  settle^ 
Th^nt  or  dccupancy;  and  the  governour  is  hereby  dt«* 
sired  to  issue  a  proclamation,  reouiring  all  persona  ^***'«"  ™y 
sehled  on  the  said  lands  immediately  to  remove  there*  by  moulw 
from,  and  forbidding  others  to  settle  in  future,  and  force. 
moreovei"  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  from  time  Id 
time,'  to  order  such  armed  force  as  shall  be  thought 
iifccessary  to  remove  from  the  said  lands,  such  person 
<k  persons  as  shall  remain  on  or  settle  contrary  to  the  Exceptions, 
liid  proclamation:    Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  in  any  manner  to  injure 
or  affect  any  French,  CaYiadian,  or  other  families,  or 

^  See  ?ol.  9,  p.  179,  589,  as  to  land  bounty  offered  by  con- 
|t««.— See  also  ante  p.  24,34,  as  to  land  bounties  promised  to  of* 
ooct»y  aoldien,  8aik>r8  and  marines.-^i^W  p.  26,  land  bounties  to 
voljuiteers^  under  Cot.  George  Refers  Ciarhe,  and  to  soldiers  for 
the  protection  of  the  Itiiioia  country. — fbidp,  141,  lard  bounties 
to  en^i^nsy  surgeons,  and  surgeons*  mates. — See  October  1780, 
clMp.  JSt;  sec  4,  land  bounties,  for  the  JRrst  time,  declared  to 
gepenl  officers,  and  an  addition  of  one  third,  to  any  former 
baunty,  promised  to  officers.— November  1781,  chap.  19,  sec.  12, 
13,14,  state  officers  entitled  to  the  same  bounty  as  continental; 
cavalry  (be  lame  emoluments  as  infantry;  and  officers  and  sea*i 
men  of  the  navy^  the  same  as  in  land  service  —^May  1782,  chap. 
474  9ec  9yL3,  ad(Utioiial  bounty  for  service  over  six  years. 
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ecution  of 
trea«ilry 
land  wtf. 
nnts»  by 
force*  vio- 
lence, or 
threats. 


[persons  heretofore  actuafly  settled  in  or  about  the  vil- 
ages  near  or  adjacent  to  the  posts  reduced  by  the  for* 
ces  of  this  state. 
Penaltf  for  iV.  And  whereas  various  reports  have  been  indus- 
oppoiingex-  triously  circulated  by  evil  minded  and  designing  men, 
''""*  '  of  a  combination  to  hinder  by  force  and  violence,  the 
execution  and  survey  of  legal  land  warrants,  whereby 
many  people  have  been  deterred  from  purchasing  un- 
appropriated lands  upon  the  south  east  side  of  the  Ohio 
river  within  this  commonwealth,  and  the  receipt  of  con- 
siderable sums  of  money  at  the  treasury  thereby  fnt- 
vented  to  the  injury  of  the  publick  credit,  and  taoding 
to  destroy  all  confidence  in  the  laws  of  the  land:  Be 
it  farther  enacted^  That  all  and  every  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  by  force  or  vioIen<*e,  or  by  threats  of 
force  or  violence,  attempt  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  ex- 
ecution of  any  warrant  from  the  register  of  tbe  land 
office  upon  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  [or  v^x) 
shall  by  force  or  violence,  o^  by  threats  of  fiwce  or 
violence  attempt  to  hinder,  restrain,  or  preveftt  any 
surveyor,  chain  carriers,  markers,  or  other  pevsonfr  ne- 
Pessary  employed  therein,  from  laying  off,  markings  «r 
bounding^ any  waste  or  unappropriated  land  accord- 
ing to  law,  by  virtue  of  such  warrant,  and  ahd  aU  ami 
every  person  or  persons,  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting 
in,  or  accessary  to  such  force  or  violence,  shall  npon 
conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  lose  hid,  her,  or  tlxeir 
title  to  all  ungranted  land  which  he,  she,  or  they^  nlay 
or  shall  have  acquired  by  settlement,  pro<«inplioo 
right,  land  office  warrant,  or  aijy  other  meaoe  whatso- 
ever, and  shall  moreover  suffer  twelve  months  iiapri- 
sonment  without  bail  or  mainprize,  and  be  r^ndervd 
ineligible  and  incapable  of  being  appointed  to,  or  hold- 
ing any  office  of  trust  or  profit,  civil  or  mtUtary  with- 
in this  commonwealth,  for  the  space  of  seven  yelurs. 
And  all  justices  of  the  peace  and  other  civil  officers, 
are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required  to  swpress 
all  such  force  or  violence,  and  to  cause  the  OTOoders 
to  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  Justice;  and  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  rescuing  or  attempting  to  j-es- 
cue  any  such  offender,  shall  be  deemed  and  are  here- 
by declared  accessaries,  and  subject  to  the  same  pen- 
alties and  punishment  as  the  principal. 


civil  officers 
to  Mippress 
force. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

An  act  for  the  better  support  vf  the  [chmBev. 

delegates  to  congress^  and  for  other  ^'  ^^^'^' 
"   purposes. 

I.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  assem^  Preamble 
My,,  eotitled  **  Au  act  for  the  annual  appointment  of 
delegates  to  congress,"  hath  been  found  inconvenient, 
'  ftod  DOt  to  answer  the  end  proposed;  and  whereas  the 
nHowaoce  heretofore  given  to  the  delegates  of  this  state 
attending  in  congress,  has  been  found  insufficient  for 
their  support,  and  it  is  judged  expedient,  for  the  ease 
€d  the  people  to  lessen  tiie  number  of  our  said  dele- 
gates, to  the  intent  that  their  allowance  may  be  in- 
'  creased  without  greatly  adding  to  the  annual  expense: 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Ueneral  Assembly,  That    ^|,^^  ^^^^ 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  five  shall  be  the  bcr  of  mem- 
number  of  persons  to  represent  this  commonwealth  in  bertof  cou. 
general  congress,  any  one  of  which,  or  a  majority  of  ^*"  "J^ 
these  present,  if  more  than  one,  to  give  the  vote  of  the  ^e  MaL. 
.oemmon wealth.    The  said  delegates  for  the  time  be- 
''Trng,  shall  be  allowed  the  expense  for  such  part  of  their    Allowances 

fiunilies  as  they  may  severally  incline  to  keep  with  ^^T  ^**«™- 
al  .  .    ^  f.     '^  ^  .        Av.      ^  selves  and 

them,  provisions  for  necessary  servants  and  horses,  not  fafQiiJea. 

jBceeding  three  servants  and  four  horses  for  each;  pay 

itx  boase-rent  and  fuel,  and  also  the  farther  sum  of 

twenty  dollars  to  each  of  the  said  delegates  for  every 

day  tbey  shall  be  in  congress,  or  attending  a  comroit- 

'  lee  of  the  states,  and  two  dollars  for  every  mile  tra- 

'irelHng  to  or  returning  from  either,  and  their  ferriages, 

lo.be  paid  them  by  the  treasurer. 

-    1].  And  that  the  said  delegates  may  always  ke^p  in       Their  ac 

temembrance  that  ceconemy  is  expected  from  them  by  ^*5««d^& 

tbeW  country:  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  a  general  paid. 

accoont  of  all  their  disbursements  for  housekeeping  as 

aforesaid,  shall  by  the  said  delegates  be  transmitted 

quarterly  to  the  auditors  of  publick  accounts,  shall  by 

thenr  be  passed  and  an  order  given  on  the  treasurer, 

who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  pub* 

lick  money  in  his  hands. 
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HI.  And  whereas  by  the  said  recited  act  It  is  fur- 
^^^^f^^^tker  eiiac/e<{,  That  if  any  person  holding  any  office 
d^^ed'  nnder  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  legislative,  ex* 
Crom  hold-  ecutive,  or  judiciary,  be  appointed  a  delegate  to  cen^ 
W  any  of.  g^ess,  8uch  office  thereby  shall  not  be  vacated,  whieh. 
wor  Mccu-  ®*y  ^"^  gi'catly  to  the  prejudice  of  suitors  in  the  b«* 
<^e.  '  ft^xa^  courts^  and  to  the  injury  of  the  commonwealth^ 

or  rnoocent  persons  under  prosecution  by  the  delay  oC 
justice  in  criminal  cases,  and  otherways  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  publick,  by  the  absence  from  this  state 
of  those  holding  offices  in  the  judiciary  or  execmive 
departments:  Bt  it  enacted^  That  from  and  after  the- 
passing  of  this  act  no  person  appointed  a  delegate  to 
,  congress,  shall  exercise  any  office  judiciary  or  exe^-' 
tive,  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  during  tba 
term  of  acting  under  such  appointment;  and  so  much'' 
of  the  said  recited  act  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of. 
this  act  is  hereby  repealed. 

*   '  . 


CHAP.  XXIII. 


t^-  '^cv,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
**  act  concerning  highway s^  mill  dam^Sj 

and  bridges. 

WT^o  Bhall      f .  BE  it  enacted,  That  all  male  labouring  persoois, 

v^OT  of*^*   being  ttthable,  shall  when  required,  attend  the  survey-r 

f«i^  or  and  assist  him  in  laying  out,  clearing,  and  repayr* 

ing  the  roads  iii  his  precinct,  except  such  who  are 

roasters  of  two  or  more  tithable  male  labouring  ser« 

vants  or  slaves,  who  are  hereby  declared  exempted 

from  personal  servipe  or  attendance;  but  every  other 

tithable  free  male  labouring  person  failing  to  attend 

with  proper  tools  when  required  by  the  surveyor,  ot 

f  entity  on  revising  to  work  when  there,  or  not  providing  and 

jMinquents.  sending  another  person  to  work  in  his  room;  for  every 

&ach  failure,  shall  forfeit  and  pa^y  three  pounds,   and 

the  master  or  owner  of  tithable  male  labouring  ser^ 

TtttCi  or  %h^9^  sttalt  be  liable  vx  the  like  penalty  of 
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Ibree  poonds  for  every  stich  titbable  he  or  she  shall 
&il  to  secid;  and  if  any  surveyor  shall  fail  to  send  bift 
own  male  labouriirg  titbables,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay     Hovfeeo- 
three  poonds  for  every  titbable  he  fails  to  send,  wbicb-  ^*'*°**- 
said  penalties  shall  be  to  the  informer,  and  recoverable 
wMi  Gosu  before  a  justice  of  peace  of  the  county  where 
sHch  <^enee  shall  be  comntitted.  If  any  surveyor  shall 
ikil  to  perform  his  duty  as  required  by  the  act  of  aa» 
sembly,  entitled  *«- An  act  concerning  hrgbways,  mill- 
dams,  and  bridges,^'  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  ten  poonds    ji^mity  oa 
on  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  ^"'^J^ 
wherein  he  shall  be  surveyor,  for  the  use  of  the  said  jj^^?^"^  ^ 
county,  to  be  applied  towards  lessening  the  county 
levy,  and  where  the  information  shall  be  made  before 
a  jostle,  ^e  same  shall  be  to  the  informer,  recovera- 
ble with  costs  before  a  justice  as  aforesaid.    So  much 
df  the  said  recited  act  as  bomes  within  the  purview  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed.  ' 

II.  Provided  alwaya^  That  nothing  herein  contain-  '^•'••fl?" 
ed  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  compel  those  persons  ^^^^  ^  ^ 
to  attend  and  work  on  the  highways,  who  are  exempts  reiosiii  le. 
cd  by  law. 


CHAP.  XXIV^ 

An  xtctjbr  raising  a  supply  of  money 
for  the  service  of  the  united  States. 

.WHEREAS  the  continental  congress  impelled  by  Preamble, 
the  exigencies  of  a  war,  the  object  of  which  is  civil 
liberty,  have  demanded  supplies  from  the  United  States, 
adequate  to  the  annual  expenditure,  whereby  the  ruin- 
ous expedient  of  future  emissions  of  paper  money  will 
be  avoided;  and,  since  this  state  is  bound  by  its  own 
interest,  and  by  the  faith  of  freemen,  so  often  and  so 
solemnly  pledged,  to  support  the  glorious  cause  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes;  since  taxation  alone  can  ob- 
viate that  embarrassment  in  finance,  which  is  now  the 
last  hope  of  the  enemy;  and,  since  one  of  two  alterna- 
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tiveSy  betiveeo.  which  no  friend  to  his  country  cdn  hesi* 
late,*  13  unavoidsible;  eiilier  to  support  the  comtnbrt 
cause  by  taxation,  or,  after  having  lavished  so  much 
blood  and  treasure,  to  submit  to  an  humiliating,  in^ 
glorious,  and  disadvantageous  peace;  in  order  there» 
lore  to  oomply  with  the  said  requisitions,  supported  by 
justice,  and  warranted  by  necessity,  Be  it  enacted  by 
Additional  iht  General  Assembly^  That  the  following  duties  and 

^'^'*  taxes  be  laid  upon  and  paid  for  the  (ollowing  subjects 

of  taxation,  in  addition  to  any  taxes  already  laid  or 
imposed  on  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  collected,  le- 
vied, and  paid  in  nianner  hereafter  directed;  that  is  to 
say:   By  all  free  male  persons  above  the  age  of  twen* 

Poll-tax.  ty  one  years,  and  for  all  white  servants  ("except  ap* 
preuiices  uncler  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  i  to  be  paid 
by  the  owner,  the  sum  of  three  pounds  by  the  poll;  ex- 
cept the  officers  of  the  line  or  navy,  soldiers  and  sai- 

Exempts.      jQ|.g  engaged  in  the  service  of  this  commonwealth,  or 

of  the  United  States;  and  excepting  also  all  those  who 

faave  been,  or  shall  be  exempted  from' the  payment  of 

Tax  on  levies  by  the  county  courts;  by  the  owner's  of  all  slaves, 

slaves.  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  executors  or  administrators  of  such  owners, 

or,  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  where  such  owners 
are,  or  sb^ll  be  infants,  the  sum  of  fourpounds  by  the 
poll,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  February  next; 
except  such  slaves  as  have  been,  or  shall  be  exempted, 
on  account  of  old  age  or  infirmities,  by  the  commis- 

Oft  carriiges  sioners  of  the  tax.  For  all  coaches  and  cbarriots,  the 
sum  of  forty  pounds  each;  for  all  phaetons,  four  wheel* 
ed  chaises,  and  stage  waggons,  used  for  riding  car- 
riages, thirty  pounds  each;  for  all  two  wheeled  rtdtng 
chairs,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  each,  to  be  paid  by  the 
.  possessors  of  every  such  carriage.     And,  that  the  said 

Duty  of  com-  ^^*^*  ""^y  ^^  speedily  and  fully  collected.  Be  it  jfttr^ 

missionersor^^  etmcUd^  That  the  commissioners  of  the  taxes'  in 

tax  and  as-    every  county  pf  this  commonwealth,  shall,  immediate^ 

*  lurnUMn "  '  '^  ®  ^^'  ^^^  publication  hereof,  call  uptm  the  assessors 

*  luSi*to*shcr-  o^  every  hundred  or  district  in  their  respective  coiin- 
IfTs.  ties,  shall  furnish  tbem  with  an  abstract  of  so  much  of 

this  act  as  points  out  their  duty,  and  any  one  of  such 
assessors,  may,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  em- 
powered tQ  apply  personally  to  every  such  free  man  in 
their  several  hundreds  or  districts,  and  to  demand  and 
require  from  them,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  any  $uch  assessor,  the  number  of  free 
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nude  persons  tibove  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and 

alt  white  servants  except  apprentices  under  the  age  of 

twenty  one  years^  and  the  number  of  slaves  in  their 

fainilies  or  possession  respectively,  and  an  account  of 

the  wheel  carriages  subjected  to  a  tax  by  this  act;  and 

^  said  assessors  shall,  in  ten  days  after  receiving  their 

,«aid  directions  from  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  finish 

imd  complete  the  lists  required  by  this  act  in  their  re* 

spective  hundreds,  and  deliver  the  same,  attested  nn*  j^'^TJ'i?"^ 

der  their  hands,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax,  who  ifTsmthe^'* 

shall  cause  duplicates  of  such  lists  to  be  delivered  to  cpUecUon. 

tiie  sheriffs  or  collectors  of  the  taxes  in  every  county 

i^  this  commonwealth,  and  every  such  sheriff,  upon 

Receipt  of  tlie  said  lists,  shall  proceed,  without  delay, 

.iO;  collect,   levy,  or  distrain,  for  all  the  taxes  hereby 

.ijPippsed,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  or  leviM 

.jia^ve  lieretofore  been  collected,  levied,  and  received; 

.pnd  the,  said  sheriffs  shall  make  their  return^  of  such 
collections  severally,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  taxes 

rfor  their  respective  counties,  on  or  before  the  twentieth 

\Uay  of  March  next;  shall  be  allowed  three  per  centum  gj^M  ""***' 
for  their  trouble  in  collecting  and  paying  the  said  tax* 
c^y  and  all  insolvencies,  by  account  certified  under  the 

4}wds  of  such  commissioners  to  the  auditors  of  pub- 
lick  accounts  for  their  guidance  and  direction  in  set- 
tling  with  every  such  sheriff.      The  said  commission-     ... 
ers  siiall  also  allow  unto  every  assessor,  for  his  trouble  tocommi*- 

^n  taking  ^nd  returning  the  lists  required  by  this  act,  lioners  and 

.fi^ch  sum  as  iheir  respective  services  are  entitled  to,  in  «••«•••»•• 
tbe  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  not  exceeding  the 

^^tfk  of  twenty  pounds  each,  to  be  paid  to  them  by.  the 
collector  of  the  said  taxes.     The  commissioners  of  the 

^  said  taxes  shall  and  may  receive,  out  of  the  said  taxes 

.  .^  same  allowances  by  the  day,  and  they  are  hereby 
epipowered  to  make  the  same  allowances  to  their 
,c]erks  as  are  severally  given  to  them  by  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  assembly,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  explain 
and  amend  the  acts  of  general  assembly  providing  a 
supply   of  money  for  publick  exigencies."      Every     Band%  by 

.  sheriff  or  collector  of  the  taxes  Itereby  imposed,  shall  ihenfif. 
enter  into  bond,  with  good  security,  in  the  penalty  of 
forty  thousand  pounds,  to  the  courts  of  their  respec- 
tive counties,  at  the  courts  to  be  held  in  every  such 
county  in  the  month  of  February  next,  or  if  no  oo«rt 
4haII  then  be  held  for  any  county,  at  the  next  sncceed- 
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ing  court,  payable  to  the  governoar  (or  the  time  be« 
ing'and  hh  successoars,  for  the  faithful  collecting  and. 
paying  of  the  taxes  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  this 
act;  and  wliere  any  sheriff  shall  fait  or  neglect  to  per- 
form his  duty  herein,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalty  and  mode  of  recovery  as  is  provided  by  the 
act  of  general  assembly,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  raising 
Penalty  (or  a  'Snpply  of  money  for  publick  exigencies.**      Every 
doriceafinif    person  refusing  to  give  in  an  account  of  their  titha*  ' 
ttxab/e  pro-  ^^^^  carriages,  servants,  and  slaves,  agreeable  to  the 
petty.  directions  of  this  act,  or  concealing  any  such  tithables, 

carriages,  servants,  or   slaves,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  penalties  for  refusing  or  concealing  as  are  inflict* 
ed  by  the  last  recited  act.     And  it  is  hereby  farther  ; 
Appropria.  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  thousand' 
lions  to  meet  pounds  be  reserved  for,  and  appropriated  to,  the  pay-' 
requtsKiont  „,^j  ^f  (j|g  jj^y  requisitions  of  congress,  out  of  the 
congress.  ^^^  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  British  sequestered  estate; 
the  like  sum  of  one  other  fifteen  hundred  thousand 
potmds,  out  of  the  taxes  which  are,  or  shall  be  co1leGt<* 
ed  and  paid  imo  the  treasury  this  present  year;  the' 
&rther  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  pounds,  out  df 
the  sales  of  part  of  the  specifick  tax  directed  to  be  paid 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  <*  An  act  for  lay- 
ing a  tax,  payable  in  certain  enumerated  commodi- 
ties," to  be  paid  either  by  furnishing  the  United  States' 
with  the  specifick  articles,  and  having  credit  for  thi^ ' 
same,  according  to  their  value,  or  by  disposing  of  a  ' 
sufficient  part  thereof  and  paying  the  money  to  the  oir- 
der  of  congress,  at  their  option.  No  sale  shalibe  made 
of  any  of  the  said  enumerated  commodities,  but  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  govemour  and  council.      An^ 
as  a  farther  means  of  raising  the  necessary  supplies 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States  the  ensuing  yean 
Duty  on  1i-  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  a  tax  or  duty  of  eight  shil-' 
rSffnai^do-  ^'^^^  P®**  K*"*"^  ^^  '^'^  upotf  all  rum  or  brandy  dfe^" 
nestle.         tilled,  and  also  a  tax  of  six  shillings  per  gallon  be  laid 
upon  all  spirits  distilled  from  grain  within  this  com* 
monwealth,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  to  be  collected  and  accounted  for  in  th^  satne 
manner  as  other  taxes  are  to  be  collected  and  account- 
ed for,  under  the  general  tax  law.    And  that  the  Mir* 
den  of  taxes  mny  be  as  equally  borne,  as  well  by  the 
merchants  and  dealers,  as  the  phinters  and  farmers, 
and  at  the  jftme  lime  every  posnUe  encouragement  be 
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Cootinued  to  the  importers  of  merchandite:  Be  it  fat^ 

(her  enactedj  That  a  duty  or  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  -      'O^  oa 

tentuni  ad  valorem^  upon  the  amount  of  the  sales,  be  f^^^*"*' 

imposed  and  laid  upon  all  goods,  wares^  and  merchan- 

d^ze,  except  salt,  blankets,  iron,  steel,  arms,  and  am«  Exceptions. 

munition  imported  or  brought  into  this  states  and 

b6aght  by  any  person,  resident  within  the  same,  to  sell  ' 

again  j  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser.     The  vender  shall 

render  an  account  upon  oath  to  the  commissioners  of 

the  tax  for  the  county,  where  every  such  sale  shall  be 

made,  of  every  sale  of  goods,  where  the  amount  of  the 

%^U  ihall  really  and  bona  fide  exceed  one  thousand 

pounds,  to  any  one  person,  or  company,  or  for  his  or 

their  use,  resident  as  aforesaid,  within  one  month  after 

every  such  sale,  under  the  penalty  of  treble  the  value 

of,  die  tax  upon  the  amount  of  the  goods  so  sold. 

The  said  commissioners  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  Mode  of  col« 
empowered  and  required  to  cause  every  such  purcha*  lection. 
ser  to  t;>e  examined,  upon  oath,  whether  such  goods 
are  or  shall  be  bought  to  sell  again,  or  for  hiSjOr  their  * 
own,  or  his  or  tlieir  own.  family's  use  and  contonip- 
tioo;  and  the  commissioners  are  hereby  directed  to 
proceed  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  to  order  and 
contoand  the  sheriff  to  collect  the  taxes  imposed  by 
this  00^  on  the  amount  of  so  much  of  them  as  shall 
apnear  to  such  commissioners  to  have  been  bought  to 
sell  again;  and  if  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  be  resi- 
dent within  another  county,  such  purchaser  or  porcha- 
seis^hall  render  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax  for 
the. county,  where  tlie  purchase  shall  be  made  an  ac-  • 
count  upon  oath  of  the  amount  of  the  goods  so  pur- 
ehased,rdistinguishing  what  part  of  them  were  bought 
to  sell  again,  or  bought  for  his  or  their  own,  or  his  or 
their  own  family's  use  and  consnmptVon,  and  shall  pay 
downto  the  said  commissioners,  the  tax  thereon,  be- 
forethey  remove  the  sai|u^  out  of  the  county,  under  the 
penaUjF  of  treble  the  value  of  the  tax  upon  the  amount 
of  the  goods  so  purchased;  and  io  case  of  the  removal 
of  such  goods  out  of  the  county  hefbre  the  tax  hath 
been  paid  as  aforesaid,  the  said  commissioners  shall 
iransmit  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tcuc  wherein  such 
purchaser  or  purchasers  may  reside,  a  duplicate  by 
tliera  attested,  of  the  account  returned  by  the  ve»der| 

vho  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  have  the  ^td  tax  col* 

ected  in  the  manner  before  directed. 
Vol.  X.  W 
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That  a  like  tax  or  duty  of  two  and  one  h4!f  ftr 
^^^  ^^^  centum  be  imposed  and  laid  upon  all  goods,  wares, 
bro^tTnto  Jind  merchandize,  except  salt,  blankets,  iron,  sted,* 
this  state,     arms  and  ammunition  imported  and  brought  into  Afe 
lor  sile.        ijiate,  and  bought  by  any  person  or  persons  not  re«t- 
dent  in  tliis  commonwealth,  where  the  amoant  of  stich 
•  sale  shall  bona  fide  exceed  one  thousand  pounds,  aijd 
so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  quantity.      The  si(fil 
tax  or  pound  rate  shall  be  retained  in  the  bands  of  tfe 
vender  or  venders,  of  which  be  or  they  shall  render 
an  account  upon  oath  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax 
for  the  county,  within  one  month  thereafter,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  treble  the  tax  so  to  be  retained; 
and  the  said  commissioners  shall  thereupon  deliver  a 
duplicate  of  every  such  account  by  them  attested,' te 
the  sheriff  of  the  county,  to  be  by  him  collected  froft 
the  vender,  in  the  same  manner  that  other  taxes  aife 
collected.      And  that  the  venders  of  goods  by  retaS 
Duty  on  ^^y  ^^  compelled  to  pay  an  assessment  on  their  stock 
trade  of  re-    ^^  trade;  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  such  venders 
tailcrs  of      of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  pay  a  tax'tf 
goods.  two  and  an  half  |7er  centum  on  the  amount  of  all  such 

goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  not  of  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  this  commonwealth,  by  them  sold  by 
retail  pother  than  those  by  them  imported  from  part^ 
beyond  the  seasj  in  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  months 
preceding  the  time  of  their  being  assessed;  and  the  as- 
sessors sl^ll  have  the  same  power  to  examine  stidi 
dealers  upon  oath  or  affirmation  touching  the  amobbt 
of  their  respective  sales,  and  every  such  retailer  sIiUl 
be  subject  to  the  same  penalty  as  is  provided  in  ibelifce 
cases  by  the  said  act  entitled  ''  An  act  for  rabing.a 
supply  of  money  for  publick  exigencies.'* 
Frovision  Where  any  such  retail  dealers  shall  be  aboQt  t&te- 
where  re-     move  out  of  the  county,  before  he  or  they  shall  be  so 

t;uler«  are     assessed,  they  shall  severally  give  notice  thereof  W 
about  to  re-  .1        •  t  ■  ^         1  i*  i. 

month  prior  to  such  removal,  to  the  assessors  of  the 

district,  who  shall  immediately  assess  such  dealer,  iB 
manner  before  directed,  an  account  of  which  assess- 
ment shall  be  returned  by  them  in  ten  days  thereafter 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  taxes  for  the  county,  and 
the  said  commissioners  shall  immediately,  by^  ArtSr 
warrant  to  the  sheriff,  direct  and  con^mand  him  to  fc- 
vy  every  such  tax  in  manner  before  directed: 
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,£f«ry  such  retail  deiJer  intending  to  remove,  and 
QOiinvina  such  notice  as  herein  directed,  or  removing  J!f!!S?L 
(ift.eiects  privately  or  coucealmg  them  to  evade  the  without  gir* 
]i|ajfroent  of  the  said  taxes,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  ing  notice. 
tbeauQunt  of  the  taxes  so  intended  to  be  avoided. 
^^Utlie  penaldes  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  reco-  j^^^'^oy^ 
fifed  by  action  of  debt  or  information  in  the  name  of  ^i^]^ 
IJIB  commissioners  of  the  tax  for  the  county,  for  the 
use  of  the  commonwealth,  in  any  court  of  record;  and 
where,  an  action  of  debt  shall  be  brought  for  any  of 
the  penalties  imposed  by  this  act,  the  court  before  whom 
any  such  action  shall  be  depending,  may  rule  the  de^ 
^ndant  or  defendants  to  give  special  bail;  any  law  or 
))^ge  tQ  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  shall  pro- 
(eed  to  the  trial  of  every  such  suit  without  delay,  and 
to.  preference  to  private  suits.      The  accounts  of  the 
^eral  taxes  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  kept  sepa- 
^te  and  distinct  from  the  accounts  of  all  other  taxes 
fnd  duties,  aad  the  money  to  be  collected  therefrom, 
^aU  be  applied  to  no  other  purposes  ihan  to  the  re- 
ig[uisitions  of  congress.      The  auditors  of  publick  ac- 
jppunts,  and  the  treasurer,  shall  keep  the  accounts  of 
the  disposition  of  all  the  monies  which  shall  be  col- 
lected in  consequence  of  this  act,  distinct  from  every 
other  account;  nor  shall  any  payment  be  made  of  any 
money  out  of  this  fund,  but  to  persons  properly  au- 
thorized by  congress  to  receive  the  same,  and  by  war- 
rant to  be  signed  by  the  governour.     Provided,  That 
jiothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  lay 
orampose  any  additional  tax  upon  goods  sold  by  pub- 
Uck  vendue. 

This  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  from  add  af- 
t6r  the  first  day  of  January  next,  for  and  during  the 
l^np  of  one  year,  and  no  longer. 

Ryder  to  the  Bill  for  raising  a  sup- 
ply of  money  for  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

And  that  the  tax  hereby  imposed  by  the  poll  and  on  when  the 
riding  carriages,  may  be  speedily  collected  and  punc-  poll-ux,  and 
taally  paid  ia  the  treasury.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  ""y^eTnto 
every  sberitf  or  other  collector  of  the  said  tax,  shall  the  treasuxy. 
pay  the  numey  arising  therefrom  into  the  treasury  on 
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.  ^r.4>tfer^.tlMt6r9idteyi>r  April  oext,  oriu  ctfte^f&tl- 
.  ure,  the  aoditors  of  publick  accounts,  may,  and  they 
ar^  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  move  for  and 
obtain  judgment  against  any  such  sheriff  or  colleilor 
and  his  securities,  his  or  ttieir  heirs,  ex^ulors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, for  all  balances  remaining  unpaid  on  the 
last  day  of  the  next  succeeding  or  any  other  gaieral 
u  court,  and  s^ch  sheriff  nol  producing  his  qtaetui  horn 
the  auditors,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  such  teourt 
10  warrant  ihem  in  entering  up  judgment  as  aforesaid. 
Remedr  a-  "^'^^  several  corporations  within  this  commonwealth 
ndnstBher-  shall  be  subject  to  pay  all  the  taxes  and  duties  impos- 
ifftandcou   ed  by  this  act,  to  be  collected,  levied,  and  accounted 
Mwe  ^^^     ^^^  *^  ^*  herein  provided  and  directed  in  the  case  of 
counties;  and  tlie  collectors  in  such  corporation^  in 
case  of  failure  or  neglect  of  duty  shall  be  snbjecl  to  the 
same  penalties,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
iagainst  them,  ^  is  provided  in  the  case  of  sheriA* 
And  where  distress  shall  be  made  for  any  tax  wilder 
^this  act  and  the  goods  sold,  any  balances  remaraing 
in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  or  collector  s^aU  be  account* 
ed  for,  and  disposed  of,  according  to  the  directions  of 
.tb.e  act  of  the  last  session  of  assemblv,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  to  explain  and  amend  the  acts  -of  general  assem- 
bly, providing  a  supply  *of  money  for  publick  exigent 


CHAP.  XXV, 

An  act  for  incorporating  the  town  of 
Alexandria  in  the  county  of  Fair* 
fax^  and  the  town  of  Winchester  in 
the  county  of  Frederick. 

Towns  of      FOR  incorporating  the  town  of  Alexandris^  in  the 
Alexandria    county  of  Fairfax,  Be  it  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  faw- 
*h^fter*ln-    ^^  ^^^  ^^^  freeholders  and  house-keepei-s  who  shall  jiave 
conporated.    been  resident  in  the  said  town  three  months  next  pre- 
ceding such  election,  to  meet  at  some  convenient  place 
iq  Ibe  said  town  yearly,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
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JPdini9ry»  and  then  and  there  ta  nonkiatey  electa  tod 
•choose  by  ballot^  twelve  fit  and  able  men,  being  free-  OBMH^h^m 
holders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  to  serve  as  ^'^^^' 
^  laayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  common  councilmen 
int  the.  same;  the  persons  so  elected  shall  within  one 
.irceekrafter  their  electiooi  proceed  to  choose  out  of  their 
oviin  body,  by  ballot^  one  mayor,  one  recorder,  and 
'f^x  aldermen,  and  the  remaining  six  shall  be  conynoo 
.  fcouneilmen,  whose  authority  shall  continue  one  year, 
and  tifitiV  others  are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead, 
ftncl  J10  longer,  except  such  of  them  as  shall  be  re-elect- 
.  .^.    That  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  com- 
n^oacouocilmen  so  elected,  and  those  thereafter  to  be 
'elected,  %nd  their  successours  shall,  and  are  hereby  ^^ijo][*^ 
.  mado  a  body  corporate  and  politick  by  the  name  of  ^lexandrir 
:  i;mayof  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  and 
...by^'tho.  said  name  to  have  perpetual  succession  with 
V  capacity  to  purchase,  receive,  and  possess  lands  and 
:.>r|enements,  and  all  goods  and  chattels,  either  in  fee  or 
siuy  lesser  estate  therein,  and  the  same  to  give,  grant, 
ikt,  sell,  or  assign;  and  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  pro- 
f  <$oeale  and  defend  all  causes,  comphunts,  actions,  real, 
personal,  or  mixt;  and  to  have  one  common  seal  and 
peiipetoal  succession:    That  the  person'  frho  shall  be 
fleeted  the  filrst  mayor  of  the  said  town,  shall,  within    Msyer.rat 
one  week  after  his  election,  take  an  oath  or  make  so-  eordier,  ii^ 
lemn  affirmation  before  some  one  justice  of  the  quorum  ^27  ^'^^^   ' 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  of 
Fairfax,  for  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  his  office; 
and  every  succeeding  mayor  shall  be  qualified  to  his 
office  tfefore  the  cpayor  for  the  time  being.    Every  re* 
corder,  alderman,  and  common  councilman,  before  he 
shall  be  admitted  to  execute  his  respective  office,  shall 
t^^  an  oath  or  make  solemn  affirmation  before  the 
mayor  for  the  time  being  for  the  due  and  faithful  exe- 
cution of  his  office.^    No  person  shall  hold  or  execute     How  long- 
the  office  of  mayorVithin  the  said  town  for  more  than  mayor  eiigi. 
•ne  year,  within  any  two  years.  ^^^ 

The  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  for  the  time  be-  judicial  and 
ing  and  their  successours  for  ever,  are  hereby  declared  minitteiial 
'and  constituted  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  said  P»^««  ^^ 
town,  an4  to  have  power  to  appoint  constables,  sur-  ^^Ster  w* ' 
veyors  of  the  streets  and  highways,  and  to  hold  a  court  aldermen, 
jof  hustings  once  in  every  month,  within  the  said  town; 
and  to  appoint  clerks,  a  serJeant  and  other  proper  of* 
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'GoerSi  from  time  to  time,  wtiere  there  shall  be  occa- 
Powers  of  ^on.  The  said  Serjeant  shall  have  the  same  powecs 
•crjeant.  in  serving  process^  levying  executions,  and  making 
distress  on  delinquents  in  civil  and  criminal  prosectt^ 
tions  within  the  livnits  of  the  said  town,  as  the  sheriff 
of  the  said  county  is  by  law  invested  with,  and  to  set- 
tle and  allow  reasonable  fees,  not  exceeding  the  iees 
allcyved  in  the  county  courts:  That  they,  or  any  four 
or  more  of  them  ('whereof  the  mayor  or  recorder  for 
the  time  being  shall  be  onej  shall  have  jurisdiction, 
and  on  the  second  Thursday  in  ever}'  month  hold 
pleas  of  actions,  personal  and  mixt,  arising  within  4he 
said  town;  so  as  the  demand  in  Buch  action,  personal, 
or  mixt,«  does  not  exceed  ten  pounds  current  monej^ 
or  one  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco^  may  adjourn  freoi 
day  to.  day,  and  as  a  court  of  record  give  judgment 
and  award  execution  thereon,  according  to  lawi  Abo 
that  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  said  town, 
shall,  have,  use,  and  exercise  all  the  powers,  juriedic* 
tions,  and  authorities  out  of  court  touching  or  concern^ 
ing  any  crime  or  offence  which  any  justice  or  justices 
of  tJic. peace  of  a  county  now  have,  or  can  or  ma^  use 
and  exercise,  and  in  the  same  manner  to  somiiion  a 
eourt  of  justices  of  the  county  for  the  examinatioD^nd 
trial  of  any  criminal;  and  that  as  well  in  civil  a&crim^ 
iaal  cases  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the  mayoi\ 
recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  said  town*  shall  extend 
half  a  mile  without  and  around  the  limits  of  the  said 
town.  .  -- 

Limitation  of  Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  enmcUd,  That  it 
juritcUctlon.  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  court  of  husttngs^to 
take  cognizance  o^  or  hold  plea  in  any  action,  penso* 
nal  or  mixt,  except  the  debt  was  contracted  or  cause 
of  action  originated  within  the  said  town  or  limits  afore* 
said.  The  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  common 
councilmen  shall  have  power  to  erept  and  repair  work- 
bouses,  houses  of  correction,  and  prisons,  or  other  pub«* 
lick  buildings  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town;  and  to 
make  bye  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  r^ulation  and 
good  government  of  the  said  town:  Provided  sucli  bye>^ 
laws  or  ordinances  shall  iK>t  be  repugnant  to,  or  in** 
consistent  with,  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  com* 
monwealtb;  and  to  ass^s  the  inhabitants  for  the  cbargpe 
of  repairing  the  streets  and  highways,  to  be  observed 
and  performed  by  all  manner  of  persons  residing  with* 
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in  the  same, '  under  reasooable  penalties  and  forfeitiifcs^ 
ta  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the 
offenders^  for  the  publick  benefit  of  the  said  town;  with 
power  to  Jiold  and  keep  within  the  said  town  annual-  Market  days 
ly^  two  market  days  in  every  week  of  the  year^  the 
one  on  Wednesday  and  the  other  on  Saturday,  and 
tpfka  time  to  time  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  market, 
who  shall  have  assize  of  bread,  wine,  beer,  wood,  and 
other  things,  and  generally  to  do  and  perform  all 
tfahigs  beloegnig  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market 
within  the -said  town. 

•   In  case  of  misconduct  in  office  of  the  mayor,  recorder^  oticen.how 
aldermen,  or  common  councilmen,  or  either  of  them,  reroorAle 
the  others  shall  have- power  to  remove  him,  or  any  of  ^  J*"*^*** 
them:  Provided,  that  such  person  or  persons  shall  not 
be  removed  unless  seven  of  the  aldermen  and  common 
ceilncihnmi  concur  therein. 

. .  .I<i  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  mayor  or  record-*    Vadancies* 
er>wkthiQ  theyear,  the  eldest  alderman  shall  succeed  how  wippU* 
thereto.      Vacancies  in  the  office  of  aldermen  within  *^* 
the  year  shall  be  supplied  from  the  common  council- 
mea  in  regular  succession  of  seniority  as  they  were 
chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town;  and  the 
vaeanctes  in  the  office  of  common  councilmen  within 
the  year  shall  be  supplied  from  the  body  of  the  free- 
holders within  the  corporation,  by  ballot  «f  thennay or, 
recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  councilmen. 
-"  Every  person  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor,  record-   Penalty  for 
er,  alderman,  or  common  councilman,  and  having  no-  refuaingto 
tice  of  such  election,  refusing  to  undertake  and  execute  l^^^y^^^^\ 
the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  mayor,  recorder,  ef^cd!  *^ 
aldermen,  and  common  councilmen  for  the  time  being, 
seven  of  them  concurring  therein,  to  impose  such  fines 
upon  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  as  they  in  their 
discretion  may  think,  proper,  so  that  the  mayor's  fine 
shall notexceed  forty  pounds,  recorder's  thirty  pounds, 
alderman's  thirty  pounds,  and  common  councilman's 
twenty  ponnds;  and  to  award  execution  for  such  fines, 
to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  corporation;  and  others 
sliall  ha  eieeted  in  the  room  of  those  so  refusing,  in 
manner  directed  by  this  act  for  supplying  vacancies 
IB  those  offices^      That  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  two 
of  the  aMermen  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power,  ^^^^^^1^ 
60  ofceikr'as-  they  find  occasion,  to  summon  a  common  8ummone4' 
^ouncU  of  the  said  town,  and  that  no  assembly  or 
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meeting  of  tli^  inhabitauts  shall  be  deemed  a  common 
council,  unless  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  at  least  two 
aldermen  and  four  common  councilmen  be  present. , 
No  law,  order,  dt  regulation  shall  be  bindibg  and  Va-^i*^ 
lid,  nor  shall  the  same  be  revoked  or  altered,  or  fi^e 
imposed  for  a  breach  thereof,  unless  seven  of  the  ald^-^ 
men  and  common  council  men  assembled,  concur 
therein,    wfnrf  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  the  prp? 
perty,  real  and  personal,  now  held  by,  and  vestea  in,    . 
the  trustees  of  the  said  town  of  Alexandria,  for  the  usts 
and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be,  and  the  ^ 
same  is  hereby  transferred  and  vested  in  the  corpora- 
tion for  the  publick  benefit  of  the  said  town.     In  all*, 
courts  of  law  and  equity  this  act  shall  be  construed, 
and  taken  most  beneficially  and  favourably  for  the' said, 
corporation. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  town  of  Win- 
chester in  the  county  of  Frederick  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  made  corporate  in  the 
same  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  said 
town  of  Alexandria;  and  that  the  fi*eehoIders  and  house- 
keepers thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges 
dnd  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like  conditions  and 
limitations;  shall  have  the  power  of  electing  twelve  able 
and  fit  men,  to  serve  as  mayor,  recorder,  aldermeri,' 
and  cotftmotf  councilmen  for  the  same.     The  maybr 
of  the  town  of  Winchester  first  elected  shall,  before 
some  justice  of  the  quorum  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Frederick,  take  the  oath  of  of- 
fice.    The  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  shall  have 
the  same  jurisdiction  in  civit  and  criminal  cas^s;  an^ 
shall,  on  the  second  Thursday  in  every  month,  hold 
pleas  df  actions  arising  Within  the  said  town  of  Win- 
chester, and  the  limits  herein  after  mentioned,  in  likQ 
manner  as  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  th(f 
town  of  Alexandria.    The  mavor,  recorder,  aldermen,"^ 
and  common  councilmen  of  the  town  of  Winchester/'  i- 
by  the  name  of  mayor  and  commobaltv  Q||,^e'town 
(tf  Winchester,  shall  in  every  instaiWe  m^  the  saxii^*'  I 
powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  and  bc^ubjecfto  the*  ' 
same  penalties,  limitations,  and  mannci^of  proc^din^sr'^ 
as  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  add  common  coun-^*  ^ 
cilmen  of  the  said  town  of  Alexandria;  and  then; juris-* 
diction  shall  extend  to  and  over  the  out-lots  jirfbh^-*^; 
ing  to  the  said  town  of  Winchester. 
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CflAP,  XXVI. 

An  act  to  exempt  the  drivers  ofwag^ 
g&fis  in  the  continental  service  from 
rlfiilitia  duty. 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  the  general  a^em-     Drlveft  oT 
Wy,  that  the  service  of  the  United  States  may  be  im-  v»gpon«  in 
pededed  by  subjecting  the  drivers  of  waggons  in  the  ^^/"(^^ 
continental  service  to  do  militia  duty;  Be  it  enacted  by  emptedfl^vm 
At  General  Assembly^   That  all  drivers  of  waggons^  «il*ti»  duty; 
during  their  continuance  in  the  continental  service 
sha}!  pe^  and  they  are  hereby  exempted  from  militia 
duty. 


CHAR  XXVII. 

Ari  dctjbr  eooplaining  and  amending  [CbMi.RcT. 
an  act  entitled  An  act  for  adjusting  ^'  ^^^'^ 
xjtnd  settling  the  titles  ofclaimers  to 
%Lnpatented  lands^  under  the  pre- 

.  <sent  and  former  governments^  pre- 
Ayious  to  the  establishment  of  the  com- 
tif^miwealth^s  land  ojffice. 

I  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,   That     Rights  for 
whereas  doubts  have  arisen  concerning  the  manner  of  1^<I9  under 
proving  rights  for  military  service,  under  the  procia-  ^^J^^J'^f*" 
mat'ion  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  one  jyes,  bow 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three,  whereby  great  autbentica- 
frauds  may  be  committed;  Be  it  declared  and  enacted^  ^^^* 
That  no  person,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  other  than  those 
who  had  obtained  warrants  under  the  former  govern- 
ment, shall  hereafter  be  admitted  to  any  warrant  for 
such  military  service,  unless  he,  she,  or  they  produce 
to  the  register  of  the  lan^. offices  within  eight  months 

VoL.x- '  '  -     X " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


i78        •       '  LAWS  OP  Virginia; 

after  the  passing  of  this  act,  a^  proper  cettifi(rale'lC  ' 
proof  made  before'  some  court  of  record  withm  tin 
common  wealth,  by  the  oath  of  the  party  claiming'^ 
other  satisfactory  evidence  that  SQdi  party  Wad  VcM 
Ada  an  inhabitant  of  this  commonweahh,  at  the^  tiM  . 
of  passing  the  said  recited  act,  or  that  the  person  hki^ 
iiig  performed  such  military  servke,  wds  an  officer  4tr 
soldier  in  some  regiment  or  corps  fothet*  timn  miKtia^ 
actually  raised  in  Virginia  before  the  daf^  of  the  sfeM 
proclamation,  and  had  continded  to'  serve  tmtH  th(^ 
same  was  disbanded,  had  been  discharged  on  laccouttt 
....  of  wounds,  or  bodilj'  irifirmhy,  or  had  died'in  tb^  ser- 
vice, distinguishing  particularly  in  what  re^mc^tjolr 
corps  such  service  had  been  performedj  di^har^ 
jjranted,  or  death  happened,  and  that  th^  paKylral 
never  before  obtained  a  warrant  or  ceTtiGt;ate  fotMidl 
military  service:  Provided,  that  nothing  m  thfs  Mt 
shall  be  construed  in  any  manner  to  affect,  change,  €t 
alter  the  title  of  any  person  under  a  warrant  beretofoi^ 
issued.  •         .7  . 

Powers  of     H.  And  whereas  the  thne  Iriftited  io  ther  befbrt^Yt^, 
^commission-  cited  act  to  the  commissioners  for  adjusting  'and  n¥h 
^Mtfr*^     tlingthe  claims  to  unpatented  lands  withi^n  their -re- 
ilimftoun-  spective  districts  may  be  too  short  for  that  ptir^Mtf^ 
pateated       ve  {(.farther  enacted^*  That  ail  the  powers  given  to  4te 
1*^**"      said  commissioners  by  the  said  recited  act,  shall  bel^bV* 
tinued  and  remain  in  force,  for  and  during  (h'e  AirtMf 
term  of  two  months,  from  and  afler  the  expiration '4f 
the  tibie  prescribed  by  the  said  act,  and  no  l6««§f(iA 
^    And  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  c^mitriif^ScAM!^ 
warontemay^^*^^  any  P^i'soh,  being  an  itihabitant  of  their  r^pM^- 
be  issued  to  tive  districts,  and  entitled  to  the  pre-emption  of  Mftttlt^ 
tctoal  tet.^    lands,  in  consideration  of  an  actual  settlemedt,  te  Qdi^ 
dH,  ifunable '^'^  to  advance  the  sum  required  for  the  t)ayniM^4iif 
to  pay  ttie    the  State  price,  previous  to  the  ifisuingof  a  Vartnaiift*fllr 
state  price,  surveying  such  land,  the  said  c6mmissionel^  shstl^^od^ 
lify  the  same  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,   nM^ 
shall  thereupon  issue  such  pre-emption  warrafat*  tdllifc 
party  entitled  Aeteto,  npon  twelve  mosilbs  cr^^dtc  fir 
the  purchase  money,' at  the  state  price,  frofiH  flm  d^lk 
not  tofwuc'  ^^^^^  warrant.     The  said  register  ^h&ll  keep  stn  t9!M6C 
until  pay-     account  of  ail'sQch  warrants  issued  upofi  credit^ -^tA 
wentofpur- shall  not  issue  grants  tipon  surveys  madi^ 'the^c^pM, 
cUie  mo.     j^^^^jj  certificates  arc  produced  to  him  ^roiri  th^Vudl- 
tors  of  publick  accounts  of  the  paymeitt  of  tfaepcirdbjMe 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


0CTOB£:Rm&-*4tb  m  C0MM9NWEALTH-  I7fl 

f^^Oa^rVwpec^Ayjine  thereon  into  the  treasury;  %n4  # 

if  the  3aait  tball  not  be  paid  within  the  said  term,  the 
fiarrwt,  sarvMyi  and  tUe  found  tliereon  shall  be  voiclj 
gnd'thmreaAor  any  other  person  may  obtain  a  warrant, 
It^jt  anjd  grant  for  such  land^  in  the  same  manner  as       Pro^ea 
%.a^y  other  waste  nnd  miappropriated  land:    Provi-  ^bat  this  pri 
£j»  that  ootbinff  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  ^Jf ^Vj^^'^ 

r^\      J  1   •     •         •    i_  •  •      '        extend  to  ac- 

If^extottd  to  aay  person  claiming  right  to  the  pre-emption  tual  settle- 
efany  land  for  having  built  an  house  or  but,  or  made  any  menu  only. 
improvemeots  thereon,  other  than  an  actual  settlement  ^<^>^i^^M 
^fi.  described  in  the  said  recited  act     No  certificate  of  Ynent  &pre« 
light  to  land  for  actual  settlement  or  of  pre-emption  emption 
19^1  shall  hereafter  be  granted  by  the  said  commis-  "g^tinot  to 
aooers^  unless  the  person  entitled  thereto  hath  taken  unlfaito^r. 
1^  oathpf  6deli^  to  this  commonwealth,  or  shall  take  sons  who 
Jpeb  oatbi  befpce  the  said  commissioners,  which  they  ^^^^  ^  k^^  r 
IMpe  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  tender  and  ad-  ^emy  to 
niiiiiftter}  except  only  4ii  the  particular  case  of  the  in-  this  com- 
^al^taats.of.tb^  territiKy.in  dispute  between  this  cpm-  monwealth. 
mon wealth  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  who  shall  be  en-  a/Jo1nEtbU* 
■lislcid  ifo  certificates  opon  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  anu  of  dit- ' 
4be  United  States  of  Aioeriea.  puted  tem'- 

>    lIJ..4»d^e  it  farther  enaetedj   That  all  persons,  J^ry^^f^^*^" 

.,    ...  .•'         ••.        ijL       •.■^r  this  itate  & 

4h^  ^rs  o&  assigns,  clauamg  lands  by  virtue  of  any  Pennsylfa- 

^fder  oi^eounpil,  upon  any  x}(  die  eastern  waters,  under  nla. 

^fiUMii  sorveys  made  by  the  surveyor  of  the  county  in  ^^^^  ^raots 

tihich  the  lamd  lay,  may  upon  the  plats  and  certificates  suUeyedun. 

^  ftticb  isurveyors  being  returned  into  the  land  office,  der  orders 

igfg^iitfir  with  the  auditors  certificate  of  the  treaasurer's  ^f^^^^^^}*^ 

ficeipt  for  the  composition  money  of  thirteen  shillings  ^^^^l*^^ 

^Ml.ioor  pence  per  hundred  acres  due  .thereon,  obtain  be  obtained. 

gWMior  the  same  according  to  the  rules  aud  regular 

4M»9S^f  tbeiiaid  oiBce;  notwithstanding  such  surveys  or 

l^ipQU  h^Vfs  oot  been  laid  before  the  court  of  appeals. 

iIikI  all  othec  claims  for  lands  upon  surveys  made  by 

4ijeottniy  surveyor  duly  qualified,  under  any  order  of 

^Muicil,  shall  by  the  respective  ciaimers  be  laid  before 

0e«O)irt  of  appeals,  at  tlieir  next  sitting,  which  shall  ''  Caveats  oa 

•Apoce^  thereupon  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  be-  wnrey*  bc- 

jqre  rented  act     Any  person  claiming  right  to  land  wf^iSient  of 

jnrv^yedibr  another  before  the  establishment  of  the  common- 

iMpamanw.ealth's  land  office,  may  enter  a  caveat  and  wealtli's 

jpoeaod  thereupon  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  directed  '^  prof  ^' 

1^  Ibe  act  of  assembly  for  establishing  the  said  office,  ceadrdia. 

#|d  Mfoa  J»ecovering  judgment,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^80  LAWS  OF  VHIGINEA,  > 

*  grant  upon  llw  slime  terms,  and  under  the  same  coth- 

ditions,  rules,  and  regulations  as  are  prescribed  by  the 
said  act  in  the  case  of  judgments  upon  other  caveats, 
upon  producing  to  the  register  a  certificate  from  the 
auditots  of  the  treasurer's  receipt  for  the  eompoiition 
money  of  thirteen  shillings  and  fpur  pence  per  hm^ 
dred  acres  doe  thereon. 


CHAP.  XXVIIL 

An  act  to  repeal  and  amend  part  ofwk 
act  entitled  An  act  to  amend  anM^ 
entitled  An  a^tfor  redoing  several 
puhlick  warehouses  for  the  iTyspfftr 

.    tion  of  tobacco^  and  for  other  purr 

poses.  '  ' 

.  I    '  ... 

.Salaries  and  WHEREAS  the  allowance  heretofore*  made  to'lte 
aUawances  inspectors  for  inspecting  tobacco  hath  been  found  in^ 
©rtout^o^"  suifficient;  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Oenernl  Assembly;  Th«t 
encreased.  over  and  above  such  former  allowance^  the  inspectors 
shall  be  allowed  the  farther  sum  of  three  dbiNirs'fiiNr 
every  hogshead  of  tobacco  which  shall  be  by  them  kr- 
spected,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  apt,  toine 
paid  by  the  person  for  whonj  such  tobacco  $b'all  hp 
inspected.  And  for  making  an  adequate  comipensa- 
tion  for  their  sdhvices  to  such  rnspectors  for  waiir^ 
timely  publication  of  the  act  passed  in' the  last  s«6stob 
of  assembly,  for  amending  An  act  entitled  "  An  actAAr 
reviving  several  pnblick  warehouses  for  the  inspedion 
of  tobacco,"  have  not  received  the  sum  of  twod^lAvs 
p^riiogshe^d  for  all  tobacco  by  thern  inspected',' ki 
lieu  of  their  tormer  salaries;  Be  it  enacted^  That  t|pe 
[  'treasurer  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized -to  pAyib 
such  inspectors,  their  full  salaries  as^  heretofore  esta- 
blished until  the  end  of  the  last  inspection;  ^iich  fa* 
spectors  accounting  upon  oaih,  for  alimonies  by  thifto 
collected  by  Virtue  of  the  before  rented  act.  And  wfaelie 
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W-.  ibt  same  defimlt  bftlh  been  made  Ui  collecting  the  sum 
i»  of  eight  shiHhsgs  per  hogshead,  for  warehoase  rent,  by 
»t^  I  Yirtne  of  the  b^re  recit^  act,  the  inspectors  who  shall 
ikr  Alp  tneb-  toblicco  passed  in  the-coromencement  there* 
im  of,  shaH^lcinaiid  and  receive  the  said  sum  of  eight  shil- 
or  fiags  from  the  shipper,  and  account  to  the  proprietor 
'  of  their  warehouses  respectively  for  the  same.  And  as 
V  the  allowance  made  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
assembly,  for  reprising,  repacking,  and  turning  op  to- 
bacco is  found  inadequate  to  the  trouble  and  expense 
attending  that  service:  Be  it  enaetedj  That  the  farther 
sum  of  eighteen  shillings  per  hogshead  shall  be  allow- 
ed for  reprising,  repacking,  opening,  turning  up,  se- 
curing, dnd  finding  nails,  to  be  paid  by  the  same  per- 
sons as  is  directed  in  the  said  recited  act,  passed  in  the 
^     h^i  Me$um  of  assembly. 

'    And  whereas  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  the  publick    innecUon 
ft  the  inspectioi^t  Warwick,  in  the  county  of  Ches-  ?*  Warwick, 
j     tcrfieW,  sbooldi>e  revived;  B^  ii  tmekd,  That  the  said  «"  i?Sy 

inspectioo  shall,  ^Om  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  revWed. 
'  lie,  and  the  same  ii  hereby  revived;  and  the  warehouses 
formerly  nsed  for  fie  purpose  of  inspecting  tobacco  at 
Warwick  aforesaid,  shall  be  continued  for  that  pur- 
pose, subject  to  the  «ame  regulations  for  nominating 
'  Mod  appointing  insp^tors  arid  pickers,  payment  of 
warehouse  rept,  and  (he  salaries  to  inspectors,  as  the 
^adi^r  warehouse^  within  this  >€ommoawealth.  And 
M  it  farther  tnact^  That  the « county  court  of  Nor- 
^k-8h»K  recommend  once  in  every  year  to  the  go- 
l^nmilr  or  chief  magistrate  for  t^e  time  being,  two 
fra^er  persons  for  the  purpose  of  jreinspecting  or  re- 
fbekiftg  of  tobacco  in  the  said  county,  which  tobacco 
ihall  be  at  the  risk  of  the  proprie^r  or  proprietors 
!|bereaf,  and  the  inspectors  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
W  their  troidble,  ten  dollars  for  each  hogshead  from 
"Ihe  person  employing  them.  ; 

*«  And  whereas  it  appears  that  injectors  of  tobac- 
co in  many  instances  are  obliged  to  cross  ferries  in 
order  to  attend  their  duty  at  their  warehouses,  the  ex- 
iiense  of  which  would  greatly  diminish  the  salaries  al- 
;  lowed  by  law:  B^it  farther  enacted^  That  from  and 
after  ^(be  passing  of  this  act,  inspectors  af  tobacco  shall 
charge  the  expense  of  ferriages  necessarily  incurred  in 
^Hng  to,  and  returning  from  their  warehouses,  in  ac-  *  * 
:$«Mt  with  the  pobltck  over  and  above  the  salaries  bI- 
Iwadhylawb 
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^ndji  is  hereby  fwrihtr  ewcUd,,  That  t))e  uifpce* 

tion  established  at  Cave's  warebouMi  iatbecooaly  of 

StafTord  shall,  from  and  «Uter  ib^  firsi  day  of  Febciii^ 

'  ry  next  be  diacontimied.  ....'. 


GUAR  XXIX. 


^mj**''  ^'^  act  for  establishing  a  fund  to  her*, 
.    row  mbjiey  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stxites-,  and  for  jitki^r  fuvftosejir 


n 


-   .1^  ..       ....  T 

five  eighth*  L  FORestablisbHiga/uodrwhereoij^bQrKm'afiuitf 
fob'^o  ip.  f f njohev  for  thease  of ihc  Unkei  SttiUJ^aiid  lo«Wetl.g 
propriated  tenders  the  fallest  assuraaqe  of  being  pwdthe  inter^t 
as  a  fund  for  thereof  anmiallyt  and  for  mafcingf  provision  for  Jrepap* 
loooooo?  ^^  ^  principal  money  jo  4o  be  borrowed,  at  ibe m* 
upon'iiiter-  Pf*«^d  time:  i9e  ii  enacted iy.th4  General  A$8m^lf, 
cbx.  That  a  tan  of  thirty  pounds  of  inspected  tobacbe  in 

transfer  notes,  shall  be  paid  on  ^before  the  fiirst4iay 
of  Augast  next,  and  at  the  saque  time  in  each  of  tlis 
next  succeeding  eleven  yearsy  by  every 4ithftble  peraott 
in  this  commonwealth/  except  free  vi^ute  lilbablea  be* 
tween  the  a:gc  of  sixteen  and  twenty  one  years,  imd 
those  who  shall  have  been  dischanged  by  tbecotmiy 
courts  from  the  payment  of  Jevies,  and  except  ak^ 
duch  slaves  49  have  been  or  shall  be  exempted  ftom 
taxathm  by  the  cammissioners  of  the  tax  on 'af^eoont 
of  old  age  OF  bodily  infirmity.     Five  eigliths  of  iba 
tkett  produce  oftfce  Mid  tax  shall  be  appropriated J9^ 
fpnd,  whereon  the  treasurer  of  ^thts  commonwealth 'for 
the  time  being  may,  andifae  i«  heneby  .«mpowerediind 
required  to  boiprow- It  sum  of  money -not  exlreedtag  fifa 
ittiiiions  of  pouada,  ^urreat  moneys  from  any  peraea 
or  persons  wiJKng  la  knd,  in  sums  not  less  than  tma 
thousand  pounds  from  any  person^  atran  ialepesr4of 
five  per' centum  per  aaaom.   The  iolerest  to.gmw  dna 
^  ^  on  all  sums  so  borrowed  jsbalJ  beregalariypaid  to  At 
lenders  respectively,  of  to  their  order  as  hereafter  liow 
ited,  at  Use  tceaaary  aauucHy.  as  it  f  haU  haeoaie  diiae^ 
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mi  the  sarfUhis  reAiflfhiiiig  after  all  sodi  mterest,  dialt 

be  paTdaHsiBg  Odih  the  said  JSve  eighths  of  this  tax: 

The  tr^a$itrel*  maf  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and 

required  to  pay  to  sach  of  the  said  pubiick  creditors' 

as  may  be  willing  to  receive  their  priocipa),  giving 

preference  in,  such  payments  to  each  creditor  as  he  or 

they  may  make  application  for  the  same  in  priority  of 

time,  until  the  surplusage  shall  be  paid  away  in  each  r 

of  the  sttd  years. 

n.  And  for  fixing  the  nominal  sum  of  money,  which  Standtrd  fo9 
every  such  creditor  shall  receive  as  interest  and  prin-  Jja?^? 
cipai,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  so  as  tOprtnciiMl  & 
secute  $)ie  creditors  on  the  one  hand  from  iieing  losers  uitcretf.  • 

Srreceivmg  fess  than  the  real  value  of  the  sum  lent  at 
^'time '  of  the  loan,  and  to  guard  the  state  on  the 
odt^'hand^firom  fl&yitlg  «  greater  sum  either  as^  inter* 
est  at  principal,  than  the  real  value  of  such  interest  at 
^  time  ft  shuH  become-dne;  or  the  principal  was  worth 
^1  tW  time  of  (he  loan:  Be  itfitriker  enacted^  That  the 
r^leand^siC^odirfd  for  fixing  the  value  of  all  the  money  j 

t04^  bonrowM,  ^nd  of  all  interest  and  principal  to  be 
ll^reaft^r  pnid  in  consequence  of  this  act,'  shall  be  as 
ioDoweth:  Fdrali  monies  to  be  borrowed  upon  this 
Tond«JMcween4he  first  day  of  January  uext  and  the 
mxiivS^y 'fif^Vhe  next  general  court,  one  hundred  - 
jpitoinds  of  inspected  nett  crop  tobacco  shall  be  iield, 
deemed,  and  tslken  as  the  titandard  and  true  value  of 
thirty  potiVids  current  itooney,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
iny  greater  or  lef^ser  sdm  which  may  be  borrowed  by 
Ibat  time,  and  for  ^11  money  to  be  borrowed  after  that 
day  upon  "this  fundi  Alid  for  fixing  the  value  of  all 
ihtereH  aecnnng  on  "all  the  money  to  be  borrowed  ia 
tonsequence  of  this  act,  the  following  rules  shall  be 
tbseriNedi-  The  judges  of  the  general  court,  at  some 
^y  dariwg^ihe'ftt'st  six  days  of  their  ^essioa  in  the 
frimth  ofMsreli  next,  mod  at  every  succeeding  sessicai 
tf*that'cotirt  doriagtbe 'continuance  of  this  act,  shaH* 
"and  they  arfe^  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  ad- 
nsriaisier  mn  oath  to-the  grand,  jury  attending  every 
sesshm  of  thal^  court,  well  and  tni^  to  estimate  the 
true  tnxrhetpric^  of.inapected  crop  tobacco,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment  at  the  time,  tak- 
ing for  tbeir  guide  ^neither  the  greatest  nor  smallest, 
but  the  Uiverage  market  "(mee  at  the.  time  of  making 
die  esiiuM^  which  estimate  shall  be  entered  upon  re^ 
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cord,  from  time  to  time,  bytheclerks  of  thesaidcotirt, 
and  every  such  estimate  respectively,  shall-  be  held, 
deemed,  and  taken  as  the.  true  and  only  standard  and 
*  measure  thereafter  to  fix  as  well  the  value  of  the  mo* 
ney  to  be  borrowed  under .  this  act,  as  of  the  interest 
accruing  or  principal  be  paid  between  that  and  the 
Forms  and  ^^^^  succeeding  estimate.     The  treasurer  for  the  time 
marks  of      being,  shall  mSike  out  and  deliver  to  every  leader  of 
treasurer's    money  upon  this  fund,  one  or  more  indented  cei:tifi- 
•^^^'^*^*'  Catesjsigiied  by  him,  and  countersigned  by  somfe  one 
Msigiin/  ^  ®f  ^^^  auditors  of  publick  accounts,  or  of  their  clerksj^ 
them.  to  be  appointed  for  this  special  purpose,  in  the  left 

band  corner  thereof,  and  entered  in  their  office  to  the 
debit  of  the  treasurer,  expressing  the  sum  so  borrow* 
^,  the  rate  of  interest,  payable  annually  therefor,  and. 
day  of  payment;  and  also  the  last  estimate  of  money 
compared  with  tobacco  agreeable  to  the  directions  c^ 
this  act;  and  every  s^  creditor  shall  be  entitled  ta 
demand  and  receive  so  much  money  for  interestt  upon 
the  money  lent,,  as  wilf  purchase  the  same  quantity  of 
tobacco,  at  the  time  such  interest  shall  become  doe^ 
that  the  nominal  sum  then  due  for  interest  on  the  pria- 
cipal  borrowed  would  have  purchased  at  the  time  the 
money  was  lent,  to  be  fixed  by  the  certificate  in  the 
former,  and  by  the  estims|ite  of  the  grand  jury  as  afore* 
said,  for  that  period  of  time  in  which  such  interest  shall^ 
become  due,  in  the  latter  instance.  In  the  payroeni. 
of.  all  sums  to  any  creditor  for  priocipal  money  bor-1 
rowed,  the  same  rule,  standard,  and  only  measure 
shall  be  observed  between  the  state  and  the  creditor  as 
is  above  directed  for  the  payment  of  interest  All  C€r<»' 
tificates  to  be  issued  for  money  ^rrowed  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  lender,  hisexe* 
cutors  and  administrators;  but  such  lender,  or  his  e^Kif^. 
cutors  or  administrators,  .may  by  writing  under  hi^^' 
her,  or  their  hand  and  seal,  and  attested  by  two  ma* 
gistrates  of  this  coromonwei^th,  or  of  any  other  of  thir 
United  States,  or  by  any  officer  of  publick  notorietyr^ 
in  any  other  country,  assign  and  transfer  any  sucb 
certificate;  and  an  assignment  made  agreeable  to  tim 
directions  of  this  act  shall  entitle  every  such  assigner^ 
his  executors  and  administrators;  and  every  subsequent 
assignee  of  any  assignee,  and  the  executors  and  ad«^ 
^'  mimstrators  of  every  such  assignee,  to  receive  at  the 
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njKisory  tb«  interest  sfnrf  principal  money  due  on  every 
mch  certificate*  to  the  sam^  manner;  and  at  such  timei 
as  the  tender  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  by  virtue  of  this  act, 

"  in.    Every  person  who  shall  counterfeit,  alter,  of  CountefTett- 
ekse,  any  cehificate  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  ingccaifi- 
d^  shall  demand  payment  of  any  money  on  any  such  -^I^ie^^h 
(fartificate,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeited,  al-  death, 
tered,  or  erased,  or  shall  be  aiding,  assisting,  or  abet* 
tmg,  In  such  forging  or  counterfeiting,  altering^  or 
erasing,  shall  be  deemed  and  judged  guilty  of  felony, 
tiiir?  oh  being  thereof  legally  convicted,  shall  suffer 
deat^  without  benefit  of  clergy.     And  that  the  lendert 
^money,  upon  the  faith  of  this  act,  may  have  the  ful* 
ttl^t  assurance  of  receivhig  the  interest  and  principal 
c^th'eitf  respective  debts^  on  the  terms  of  this  act,  and 
sit  the  appointed  times;*  Be  U  farther  enacted^  and  it  is    •*^- . 
^eby  declared,  that  tlie  general  assembly  will  make  \f\My!xo^ 
^ad  aU  deficiencies  which  may  happen  in  this  fund,  niade*goQd» 
by  cither  increasing  the  present  tax,  or  substitntinjj;  *«d  how. 
mtoe  other  in  aid  thereof,  that  the  publick  faith  h^re^ 
by  pledged  may  be  preserved  inviolate.    The  remaiir- 
in?  tfiree  eighths  of  the  amount  of  all  the  taxes  to  bfe  tioif  otS?* 
eoHefted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  other  three 
jdrpose 'of  purchasing  military  stores,  clothing,  and  eighthi. 
<!ilher  tiecessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy^  as 
tne'executive  of  this  state  may  from  time  to  time  direct, 
Biit  subject  to  the  future  direction  and  cohtroul  of  the 
^eialiissembly.      The  clerk  of  the  general  coort, 
wli^^ny  new  estimate  shall  be  made  of  tobacco-agrees- 
s^te  to  die  directions  of  this  act;  shall  cause  an  attest- 
ed copy  thereof  to  be  published  for  two  montits  socces^ 
sively,  in  each  of  the  gazettes  6f  this  state,  and  the  trea<- 
siri^  moreover  immediately  after  every  June  coart, 
sti^II  cause  a  copy  of  tfie  last  estimate  so  as  aforesaid 
to  be  made,  to  bf  trau^tJialcd  forthwith  to  every  sher- 
iff and  oilier  collector  of  the  tax  hereby  imposed  in  Estimates  of 
this  commonwealth.      And  for  the  better  collection  of  tobacco  to 
the  said  taxes,  It  is  farther  enacted.  That  the  sheriff  Ol*  be  publiah* 
collector  of  every  county  and  corpoi^ation  in  this  state,  Siitud  to"*" 
at  the  court  to  be  lield  for  their  respective  counties  or  coHectort{% 
corporations  in  the  month  of  Aprilin  each  year  during  ^l^T,^*^ 
tiie  continuance  of  this  act,  or  at  the  next  succeeding  J^iated,«a 
court,  in  case  no  court  shall  b&  held  in  that  month,  MewitaMti 
^hall  give  bond  wldi  good  security,  to  be  approved  l^ 
Vol.  X.  If 
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such  court  in  the  sum  of  thirty  tliousan<)  pounds,  pay- 
able to  the  goveroour  for  the  time  being,  and  Ws  sue* 
cessours  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  conditioned 
for  the  diligent  and  faithful  collection  and  payment' of 
this  tax,  to  be  levied,  collected^  accounted  for,  and  set- 
tled with  Uie  commissioners  of  the  tax,  and  paid  into 
the  treasury  in  the  same  manner,  at  the  same  time,  and. 
under  the  like  forfeitures  as  are  appointed,  prescribed,' 
and  inflicted  in  the  case  of  collecting  the  taxes  upon 
assessments  by  one  act  of  assembly  erttilled  "  An  act 
for  raising  a  supply  of  money  for  publick  exigencies^** 
and  the  sheriiTs  and  other  collectors  shall  be  allowed 
a  commission  of  three  per  centum  upon  all  suips  of 
money  and  quantities  of  tobacco  by  them  to  be  col- 
lected by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  a  credit  for  all  real 
insolveiKies  to  be  settled  by 'the  cormmbsioners  of  the 
tax  in  each  county  and  corporation  respectively.  ' 

^c  tat  pay.  IV.  And  for  the  ease  and  conveniency  of  tfie  pe0- 
*^^^in"t?ad  P'^  *"  P*y»"S  ^^^  said  tax,  Be  ii  farther  enacted.  That 
Sf 'tobacco,  ^he  sheriffs  and  other  collectors  of  this  tax,  shall  cause 
according  to  a  Copy  pf  the  estimate  to  be  made  by  the  grand  jury 
what  erti-  ^^  aforesaid,  at  every  June  court,  to  be  set  up  at  tte 
"*****  doors  of  their  respective  court-houses  two  several  court 

days,  in  the  months  of  August  and  September,  and  al- 
so at  the  door  of  every  church,  cbapel,  and  meeting' 
bouse,  in  every  such  county  and  corporation  two  sev^' 
ral  Sundays  in  the  said  two  months,  during  the  cod^ 
tinuance  of  this  act;  and  all  persons  liable  to  this  taXj 
may  either  pay  the  same  in  money  at  the  price  fixel 
by  the  grand  jury  in  the  preceding  June  courts  or  hi 
tobacco  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  acf,  and  \ht 
law  which  shall  be  then  in  force  for  regulating  the  In- 
spection of  tobacco,  deducting  six  per  centum  for  snc|l 
price  for  the  difference  between  crop  and  transfer  ten 
bacco,  where  the  payment  shall  be  made  in  liioite^. 
May  be  dii-  All  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  pay  the  tax  h^rc- 
trained  for.  by  imposed  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  may 
be  proceeded  against,  and  the  sheriff  or  other  collec- 
tor may  proceed  against  the  said  delinquent^  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  commission  in  case 
of  distress  as  is  provided  in  case  of  failing  to  pay  coun- 
ty and  parish  levies.  And  for  preventing  sherilb 
and  other  collectors  from  withholding  from  the  pub- 
^  _  lick  the  tobacco  which  shall  actually  be  collected,  tt 
is  farther  enacted^  That  the  several  collectors  shall  M- 
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»!»%,  during  the  cpntinuaiice  of  this  act,  account  and 
settle  with  the  cominisstoners  of  the  taxes  upon  oaih,  gl^^j*'J^^]'^ 
ffiucb  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  emponcred  their  ac« 
md.required  to  administer,  for  all  the  tobacco  and  nio-*  counts  with 
ney  severally  and  actually  by  them  received  in  dis-  ^'^^U*\"^®"' 
cloirge  of  this  tax;  every  such  sheriff  or  collector  pre-  taxes;  when 
vipas  to  their  making  such  settlement,  shall  cause  all  and  how.  , 
tk  transfer  tobacco  by  them  so  collected,  to  be  prized 
ifkA  croped* agreeable  to  the  direction  of  the  laws  which 
may  be  at  such  time  in  force  for  regulating  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco,  and  the  commissioners  shall  allow  them 
a  credit  io  their  accounts  of  six  per  centum  for  shrink- 
l\ge,  prizing,  and  nails,  and  thirty  pounds  of  tobacco 
foj;  each  cask;  and  where  any  balance  of  tobacco  not 
Slifficient  to  make  a  hogshead  shall  remain  in  the  hands 
of  luiy  collector,  such  balance  or  fraction,  shall  be  ac- 
counted for  by  every  such  collector  in  his  account  fur 
tl^(  succeeding  year,  or  shall  be  by  tliem  respectively 
ll^id  to  the  succeeding  collectors;  and  the  commission- 
ers having  allowed  every  collector  credit  for  his  com- 
mUsions  on  collection,  ibr  all  sums  paid  or  due  to  them, 
^^ir  clerH,  and  to  the  assessors  for  their  respective  ser- 
vices, and  for  all  re^I  insolvencies,  shall  together  with 
dieir  account  of  the  other  annual  taxes,  transmit  a  du- 
plicate of  every  such  account  to  the  auditors  of  pub- 
fit^  accounts,  noting  the  niimbers,  weights,  and  marks, 
Oj  ail  crop  tob^icco  in  such  collections. 

jV.  The  assessors  of  every  hundred  pr  district,  shall     y^^^^   ^^.^^^ 
h  eyerv  year  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  at  th^  sestors. 
^iie  pi  making  their  assessment,  demand  an  account 
upon  patli  or  affirmation,  which  they  are  hcrcliv  o^ 
powered  and  required  to  administer,  of  all  persons  lia- 
ble to  this  tax,  an  account  of  all  his,  her,  or  their  tith- 
ables  subject  thereto,  or  which  are  then  resident  in  his, 
her,  or  their  family;   and  the  assessors  at  the  time  of 
returning  the  accounts  of  their  assessments,  shall  alsq 
return  lists  of  the  tilhables  so  by  them  to  be  taken;  and 
the  commissioners  of  the  taxes  shall  cE^use  copies  of 
the  said  lists  of  tithables  to  be  delivered  to  the  several 
sheriffs  or  collectors,  at  the  lime  of  delivering  them  the 
accounts  of  the  assessments,  to  enable  them  to  collect 
the  tax.      Every  person  ref^asing  to  give  in  to  the  as- 
sessors, an  account  of  his,    her,  or  their  titiiables  as  -^^n^J^atrm 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  value  of  liie  queata. 
t^  upon  every  surh  ivihablp  not  givrn  in,  to  be  reco- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(99  LAWS  OE  VmttlMA.  :.'      ,U 

Vered  by  -SKAion  of  debt  in  atny  coi;rt  of  record)  tn  At 
Dame  of  the  coimiiissioners  of  die  taxes  for  such  coun- 
ty or  corporatioTb     Every  person .  knowingly  takiag 
a  false  oath,  or  making  a  false  affirmation  in  the  pre- 
mises, shall  be  subject  to  the  like  pains  and  penalties 
as  are  inflicted  in  the  case  of  wilful  and  corrupt  per* 
jury. 
AMiioailom .    '^J-  ■'^"  *^  money  to  be  borrowed  upon  this  fund^ 
i?^e  mo.     shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  money  required 
W  borrow-  ^y  congress  from  this  stale,  to  sujth  persons  only  as 
ttMce^t^the  •'*^"  ^^  authorised  by  congress  to  receive  the  same, 
Mt.  and  upon  warrant  from  the  goverbour;  and  the  ao 

counts  of  the  receipts  and  payments  in  consequence  of 
this  act,  shall  be  kept  distinct  and  separate  fro|n  all 
other  accounts  whatsoever*  This  act  shall  coatina^ 
and  remain  in  force  for  apd  during  the  term  of  twdve 
years,  and  no  longer. 

•  * 

Rider  to  the  BUI  for  establishing  4 
fund  to  borrow  money  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States  j  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Owners  of     VII.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  no  pferson  in* 
•ertificates    terested  by  having  money  in,  or  interest  due  upon  ibe 

ttOttObeof  .jrj-  •  -•!=-./•  *^  *t 

Sie  grand  ^**°  "*""'  ^^  possessing  any  certificate  for  money  ad- 
jury  for  estl-  vanced  on  (he  said  loan,  shall  at  any  time  be  capable 
inatini^  to-  of  serving  on  any  grand  jury  for  estimating  the  price 
"•*^®**  of  tobacco;  and  for  discovery  thereof,  the  judges  of  the 

general  courf  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
examine  upon  oath  any  person  who  shall  be  sumnioa- 
ed,  or  called  upon  such  grand  jury,  concerning  his  in* 
terest  in  the  same. 
Operation      VI  II.  Provided,  that  the  operation  of  so  mucfi  of 
»^y  «j»!     *^'^  ^^^  ^^  relates  to  the  time  of  the  payment  of^'thc 
pfSdfd         fi''st  year's  tax,  of  thirty  pounds  of  tobacco  for  every 
tithable,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  suspended  until  the  first  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  when 
the  several  sheriffs  or  collectors,  having  previously  gi- 
ven bond  and  security,  as  herein  before  directed,  shall 
proceed  to  collect,  levy,  and  account  for  the  said  first 
'  year's  tai,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury,  on  or 
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Mi>Te  the  first  day  of  March  next  Mtowing,  in  the 
same  maoner,  and  under  the  same  mles,  regola&ons, 
fod^peoaltijes  as  are  herein  before  prescribed* 


-rsv^ 


CHAP.  XXX. 

Ah  ad  providing  a  farther  supply 
Jar  the  exigencies  of  government 

'  ';  WHEREAS  it  is  found  that  the  taxes  already  im«     AMitioaAl 

'  'posed  for  defraying  tlie  annual  expenditure  of  this  com-  *•*••  wipr®- 

monwealthy  are  not  adequate  thereto,  in  order  there-  S^r^jJJ^ 

fore  to  make  a  farther  provision  for  the  exigencies  of  tie** 

^  government;  Bt  it  enacted  by  the  General  Jl$$embly^ 

^  That  an  ^4dttional  tax  of  one  half  per  centum  be  laid 

npon  al)  kinds  of  property  assessed  ad  valorem,  under 

'  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  assembly,  entitled  <*  Ad 

act  to  explain  the  apts  of  general  assembly,  providing 

a  supply  of  money  for  publick  exigencies.''    l*he  like 

.additional  fax  of  one  half  per  centum  shall  be  paid  for 

/fitl  monies  which  any  person  shall  be  in  possession  of  '   . 

at  sunrise  on  the  first  day  of  March  next;  and  an  ad- 

' .  jditional.  tax  of  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  head 

^shall  be  paid  for  all  neat  cattle  within  this  state.    The 

said  foregoing  taxes  shall  be  ascertained  and  account* 

ed  for  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations 

.and  penalties,  as  the  taxes  are  under  the  acts  <'  For 

.  raising  a  supply  of  money  for  publick  exigencies,"  and 

to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  raising  a  supply 

of  money  for  publick  exigencies,^'  and  paid  at  the  same 

lime  as  is  directed  by  the  said  first  recited  act.  Provided 

that  pothiog  herein  contained  shall  extend  \o  any  ne-  j^^J^*'*^ 

^q  or  mulatto  servant  or  slavess   And  the  farther  ad- 

.  4ttional  tax  of  forty  pounds  be  laid  on  each  ordinary 

^cence  which  shall  heredter  be  granted  to  any  person 

within  this  commonwealth,  to  be  paid  to  the  clerk  of 

the  court,  by  which  the  said  license  shall  be  granted 

.before  the  same  shall  issue,  by  him  to  be  accounted  for 

io  like  manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  the 

tax  now  ftibsisting  on  orilinary  licenses  is  accounted 
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,  ^  for.  Provided  n^verthetesB,  that  the  lo$s  in  the  bo^ 
foTkli^  Saf'  ^^"S^'  ^f  Norfolk  and  towns  of  Portsmouth  and  Suf-, 
folk,  the  ^^^K  the  houses  on  which  maj'  have  been  burnt,  s|[iall 
houses  on     be  exempt  from  any  tax  by  this  or  any  former  law, 

been**biumt    ^*^^P^  ^^^^  '^^^  *^  ^^^^  ^^^">  ^^  ^'^*"  ^^  ^^'^  ^^  '^V^l't 
by  the  ene-,   ^"?     "^^^  '^  it  farther  enacted^  That  any  person  may 
yinr,  exempt-  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  this  CQmraonwealth  for  th^  time 
cd  from  tax-  being,  any  sum  or  suras  of  money,  not  less  than  two 
^txes  rosy  h""dred  pounds,  in  advance  fpr  ta^es  not  yet  due,  and 
be  paid  in     which  may  hereafter  accrue;  for  which  sums  the  trea- 
•dvanpe.       surer  shall  give  his  receipt,  specifying  the  purpose  for 
which  the  same  is  paid,  which  receipt  shall  be  carried 
to  the  auditors,  who  shall  enter  the  amount  thereof  to 
the  credit  of  the  person  for  whom  the  money  was  paid, 
in  accounts  to  be  by  them  kept  specially  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  give  one  or  more  certificates  for  the  same^  in 
these  words,  to  wit:  "  The  auditors  of  publjck  accpunts 
^*^^^  hath  this  day  paid 

tp  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth,  the  sum  of 

pounds,  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  iaxes 
not  3Tt  due,  according  to  an  act  of  assembly,  passed, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
nine,  entitled  An  act  providing  a  farther  supply  for  the 
exigencies  of  government.  As  witness  our  bands^this 
day  of  in  the  year  .  .'^^ 

Which  certificate  shall  be  received  in  di§charg^  for;' 
Such  re.  any  subsequent  taxes,  by  the  sheriflfor  collector,  who 
ccjpts  re-     shdll  allow  ^o  the  person  having  the  same,  at  the  rate, 
tsxes'^witfi    ^^  ^^^  P*^*^  centum  per  annuip,  on  the  amount  thereof^' 
interest.        ^<^  the  ti'>^*'  when  his  or  her  taxes  became  due;  or  where 
^he  amount  of  the  certificate,  with  ihe  interest  due 
thereon,  is  greater  th^n  the  amount  of  the  taxes  to  be 
paid,  the  sheriflfor  collector  may  ireceive  the  order  of 
the  person  holding  the  same  on  the  treasurer,  for  any 
less  sum  than  the  certificate  amounts  to,  indorsing  the 
same,  and  the  time  when  given  on  the  back  of  the  ceri- 
tificate,  which  order  or  certificates,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  auditors  as  a  credit  to  the 
^herifi*  or  collector,  and  be  charged  to  the  proper  aC'^ 
A  d  th    ^^^^^  ^^  *'*^  person  giving  or  paying  the  same,  and 
holder  enti-  ^"^  credit  given  for  the  interest  accruing, 
tied  to  a  dis-      And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  persons  paying 
count,  %i  the  money  into  the  treasury  in  conformity  to  this  act,  or 
mount^*'     their  heirs  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  entitled  to  a 
full  discount  in  the  payment  of  their  taxes,  foyr  the  prin- 
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cjpal;  and  the  interest  accruing  thereon,  according  to 
the  nominal  value  of  the  money  by  them  respectively 

taid,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  fully  dbcounted. 
Vovided  that  any  person  having  right  to  any  such  ^qW  traas^ 
certificate  or  certificates,  may  by  will,  dispose  of  or  ferable. 
diirect  the  application  bf  the  ^ame,  so  as  no  one  certi- 
ficate be  divided  or  applied  to  the  credit  of  more  than 
one  person.  And  where  any  such  person  shall  die  in- 
testate, such  certificate  or  certificates,  with  tlie  ct^dits 
or  discounts  which  such  intestate  would  have  been  en^ 
titled  to  thereon^  shall  be  Vested  in  his  or  her  heirs  at 
law,  who  shall  be  accountable  to  the  representatives 
o(  the  intestate  for  their  proportionable  parts,  accord- 
ing to  the  legal  distribution  of  such  intestate's  other 
personal  estate. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  any  person  who       Forgkig, 
shall  forge,  counterfeit,  alter,  or  erase  any  certificate  |?^"^*^*Ji 
fbr  inoney  in  advance  for  taxes,  or  any  order  for  mo-  ccrtificjitci, 
ney  c^ue  on,  or  to  be  discounted  out  of  any  such  certi-  how  puoltb- 
f>cate,  or  shall  pass  or  tender  such-counterfeits  in  pay-  ^^^' 
ifient^  knowing  them  to  be  so  counterfeited,  altered,  or 
ehiseJ,  or  shall  be  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting  in  such 
fargiog  or  counterfeiting,  altering,  or  erasing,  passing 
GUT  tendering,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy,  and  shall  suffer  death.    So  much  of 
this  act  as  imposes  any  additional  tax,  or  enables  any 
person  to  pay  to  the  treasurer  any  sum  or  sums  of  mo- 
ney in  advance  for  taxes  hereafter  to  accrue,  shall  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  no  longer. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

An  act  to  corifirm  certain  sales  and 
leases  made  by  the  trustees  of  the 
town  of  Alexandria^  and  to  enlarge 
s     the  said  town. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  it  bath  been  represented  to  this  pre- 
sent general  assembly,  that  the  trustees  of  the  town  6f 
Alexandria  have  sold  and  conveyed,  as  well  as  leased 
certain  parcels  of  ground  and  sunken  lands  within  the 
said  town  and  adjoining  sundry  lots  thereof,  the  pro* 

I)rietors  whereof  are  apprehensive  that  such  sales  aoci. 
eases  may  hereaAer  be  controverted  on  soRgestion^- 
that  the  said  trustees  were  not^  in  strictness  ofUw,  id-* 
vested  with  power  to  make  the  same;  for  remedy. 
Ceruin  rules  Whereof,  Be  it  enacted^  That  all  such  sales,  deeds,  and 
imd  leases     leases  bona  fide  made  and  executed  by  the  said  trus* 
by  tmste^^  ^^^  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
of  town  of    same  are  hereby  confirmed  and  declared  valid.    JPro- 
Alexandria    vided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  bjs  deemed 
confirmed,     ^j.  ^^^j^^  ^^  ^f[^^^  ^l^^  private  claim  or  title  of  any  pro- 

Srietor  of  a  lot  within  the  said  town.     And  whereas 
ohn  Alexander  having,  in  his  lifetime,  laid  off  several 
lots  of  land  adjoining  the  said  town;  did,  in  or  aboctt 
Certain  lots  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  fouf« 
john^AJcL    convey  the  same  in  fee  to  difierent  persons  subject  to 
ander.  an-*    ^h^  payment  of  annual  rents,  and  with  condition  that 
nexed  to  the  if  the  feoffees  did  not  within  two  years  thence  next  fol* 
1^^"  dri^'     lowing  build  on  each  lot,  a  brick,  stone,  or  framed 
ezan    a.      house  twenty  feet  square,  with  a  brick  or  stone  ehim« 
ney;  in  that  case,  or  in  default  of  the  payment  of  the 
rents,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  John  Alexander^ 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  to  re-enter  and  hold  his  or  their 
former  estate  therein.      And  whereas  from  the  great 
scarcity  and  difficulty  of  procuring  materiak  for  build* 
ing  the  said  houses  during  the  present  war  with  Grreat 
Britain,  the  proprietors  of  the  said  lots  have  not  beett 
able  to  build  thereon  within  the  time  limited  for  that 
purpose  in  their  deeds  of  conveyance;  and  the  said 
John  Alexander  having  in  the  mean  time  departed  this 
life,  leaving  an  infant  son,  to  whom  his  interest  in  the 
said  lots  descends,  and  no  agreement  mr  eomproraise 
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can  legally  bk  made  wiih  sucb  infant;  application  hath 
therefore  been  made  (o  this  assembly  by  the  proprie- 
tors of  th^  said  lots,  that  they  may  be  allowed  a  farther, 
tim^  to  build  upon  aind  save'the  same;  and  that  the 
ssid  lots  ihay  be  added  to,  and  made  part  of  the  said 
tQ);rn  of  Alexandria:  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the 
proprietors  of  the  lots  so  laid  off  and  conveyed  by  the  JiJ^^*^^" 
said  John  Alexander  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  allow-  further  time, 
ed  the  term  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  afierthecnd 
present  war,  to  build  upon  and  save  the  same;  any  thing  ®^  ^j^JS. 
iri  ih^ir  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  contrary  on,  andiave 
thereof  notwithstanding;  and  that  the  said  lots  shall  be,  their  lots, 
and  (he  same  are  hereby  annexed  to,  and  made  part 
of'the  said  town  of  Alexandria*     So  soon  as  thepro- 
pi^or^  of  such  lots  shall  h^ve  built  upon  and  saved 
the  s^me,  they  shall  then  be  entitled  to,  and  have  and 
enjoy  the  same  rights,  privileges,  and  iihmunities  which 
this  other  ihhabitants  of  (he  said  town  hold  and  ertjoy. 


CHAP,  xxxir. 

All  act  concerning  d  Lead  mine,  the 
property  of  John  and  Mead  An- 
-derson.  ^ 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  by  John  and  Mead  l^j^  „jj„g^ 
Anderson,  that  they  have  discovered  a^racr  of  nnap-  the  proper- 
propriated  land,  ihe  soil  of  which  is  of  little  value,  but  *^  ?*^i®^ 
that  they  have  reason  to  believe  there  is  on  the  said  Anderw)n,to 
land  a  rich  lead  mine;  that  they  are  prevented  from  be  assessed, 
locating  the  same  and  proceeding  to  work  the. lead  fo'^es,tc- 
mine  from  an  apprehension  that  it  may  be  assessed  to  JhcvaSie°of 
so  great  a  sum  that  they  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  the  the  soil  onl/. 
tax  thereof;  Be  it  enacted.  That  in  all  assessments  to 
be  made  on  the  lands  intended  to  be  located  by  John  An- 
derson and  Mead  Anderson,  wherein  there  is  supposed  to 
be  a  large  quantity  of  lead  ore,  theassessors  shall  rate  or 
assess  the  said  land  according  to  the  value  of  the  soil, 
without  taking  into  estimation  the  value  of  such  lead 
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mine,  and  the  necessary  buildings  erected  for  extract- 
ing lead.  Jlnd  be  k  farther  enacted^  That  in  lieu  of 
any  tax  upon  such  lead  mine,  the  said  John  Anderson 
and  Mead  Anderson,  their  heirs  or  assies  shall  anim- 
ally  f  the  computation  of  time  to  commence  two  years 
after  they  shall  have  begun  to  extract  leadj  deliver  at 
the  works,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  one  fortieth  part 
of  the  lead  and  other  metal. 


CHAP.  XXXIII. 

A?i  act  concerning  Nonjurors.      , 

iiJi^^rebrj^      5iE  it  tnacied  h,  the  Gmerul  Ai^mbly,  That  so 
taxci,  on      w**"^**  ^^•l'  and  every  act  pr  acU  of  assembly  as  sub? 
peraons  re-  jecu  nonjurors  to  the  payment  of  treble  taxes  shall  be^ 
ukSSic  Mth  "^  **  **"^  '*  ^^^^y  repealed.      And  be  it  farther 
of  ailmance  ^^^^f  That  every  person  who  shall  have  paid  doubk 
repeiued.      or  treble  taxes,  on  account  of  not  having  taken  the  oaUi 
of  allegiance  to'this  commonwealth  shall,  on  producioK 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax  for  his  county,  a  cern 
tificate  of  bi^  having  since  taken  the  said  oath,  and  op 
satisfying  the  commissioners  that  he  hath  been  wai^ 
Such  taxei,  ^^^^'y  a  friend  to  this  government,  be  reimbursed  «U 
when  and     Mich  sums  of  money  by  him  paid  over  and  above  Us 
b^L^"*"*  J"st  tax,  and  the  same  shall  be  deducted  out  oi^sncb 
Dursed.         persons  tax  the  next  year;  and  in  case  his  Ux  for  wqb 
year  shall  not  amount  to  so.much  as  he  shaU  have  galdL 
oyer  and  above  bis  just  tax,  the  overplus  shall  be  p^ 
him  by  the  sheriff  or  collector,  who  shall  be  allotve^ 
the  same  in  the  settlement  of  his  account  with  the  com- 
missioners. 
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CHAP.  XXXIV. 

An  act  to  indemnify  William  Camp- 
belU  Walter  Crockett,  and  others^ 
concerned  in  suppressing  a  late  con- 
spiracy. 

WHEREAS  divers  evil  disposed  persons  on  the        Willkm 
lirontiers  of  this  commonwealth  iiad  broke  out  into  an  CampbeH, 
open  insurrection  and  conspiracy,  and  actually  levied  Walter 
war  against  the  commonwealth,  and  it  is  represented  othew^hi.^ 
to  thepresent  general  assembly,  that  William  Camp*  demiufie<C 
bell,  Walter  Crockett,  and  oth^r  liege  subjects  of  the  for  tuppres- 
commonweHltfa,  aided  by  detachments  of  the  militia  and  "".^r » ^^^ 
volanteefs  from  th6  county  of  Washington,  and  other  insurrection. 

Sarts  of  the  frontiers  did  by  timely  and  effectual  exer- 
bn,  siTppress  and  defeat  such  conspiracy:  And  where- 
^%  the  necessary  measures  taken  for  that  purpose  may 
not  foe  strictly  warranted  by  law,  although  justifiable 
Tram  the  immediate  urgency  and  imminence  •f  the 
dangerr  Bt  it  therefore  declared  and  enacted,  That  the 
^BKtfWilHam  Campbell,  Walter  Crockett,  and  all  othef 
fhfvoim  fHiatsoever  concerned  in  suppressing  the  said 
ciihspfhracv  and  insurrection,  or  in  advising,  issuing, 
9t  execQtfng  any  orders  or  measures  taken  for  that 
|mrpose,  stand  indemnified  and  cleariy  exonerated  of, 
and  from  all  pains,  penalties,  prosecutions,  actions, 
bity,  and  damages  on  account  thereof:  And  that  if  , 
any  iiidictment,  prosecution,  action,  or  suit,  shall  be 
Kid  or  bjrought  against  them,  or  any  of  theim  for  any 
act  6t  thing  done  therein,  the  defendant  or  defendants 
may  plead  in  bar,  or  the  general  itsae,  and  give  tbi« 
ict  In  evidence. 
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CHAP.  XXXV. 


[Chan.Bcv.^^  aci  fov  establishing  several  new 
^*     *  ferries^  and  Jbr  other  purposes. 

New  ferries     I.  WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  present  ge* 


over  the 
Rappahan- 
nock and 
Kentucky 
established 


neral  assembly,  that  publick  ferries  at  the  places  here- 
after mentioned  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  trs^vel- 
Icrs  and  others;  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  publick 
ferries  be  constantly  kept  at  the  following  places,  and 
(he  rates  for  passing  the  same  shall  be  as  follows,  that 
is  to  say:  From  the  land  of  Edward  West,  in  the  coun- 
ty  of  Stafford,  across  the  north  f)rk  of  Rappahannock 
river,  to  the  land  of  Simon  Miller,  in-  the-  county  of 
Culpeper;  the  price  for  a  man,  one  shilling,  and  for  % 
horse  the  same.     From  the  land  of  Gavin  Lawson,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  across  Rappahannock  riv^er  to 
the  land  of  Fielding  Lewis,  in  the  county  of  Spoitsyl- 
vania,  the  price  for  a  man  one  shilling  and  sixpence^, 
and  for  a  horse  the  same;  at  the  town  of  Bdonsborou^b, 
in  the  county  of  Kentucky,  across  Kentucky  river  to 
the  land  on  the  opposite  shore,  the  price  for  a  man 
three  shillings,  and  for  a  horse  the  same;  the  keeping 
of  which  last  mentioned  ferry  and  emoluments  arising 
therefrom,  are  hereby  given  and  granted  to  Richard 
Callaway,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  so  long  as  he  or  they 
shall  well  and  faithfully  keep  the  same  according  to 
the  directions  of  this  act.     And  for  the  transportati^ 
of  wheel  carriages,  tobacco,  cattle,  and  other  beasts, 
at  the  places  aforesaid,  the  ferry-keeper  m^y  demand 
and  take  the  following  rates,  that  is  to  say;  For  every 
coach,  charriot,  or  waggon,  and  the  driver  thereof, 
the  same  as  for  six  horses;  for  every  cart,  or  four  wheel 
chaise,  and  the  driver  thereof,  the  same  as  for  four 
horses;  for  every  two  wheel  chaise,  or  chair,  the  same 
as  for  two  horses;  for  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  as 
for  one  horse;  for  every  head  of  neat  cattle,  as  for  one 
horse;  for  every  sheep,  goat,  or  lamb,  one  fifth  pari  of 
the  ferriage  for  one  horse;  and  for  every  hog,  one  fourth 
part  of  the  ferriage  for  one  horse  and  no  more.     And 
if  any  ferry-keeper  shall  presume  to  demand  or  receive, 
from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  any  greater 
rates  than  is  hereby  allowed  for  the  carriage,  or  fef* 
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riage  of  any  thing  whatsoever,  he  shall,  for  every  toch 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  party  grieved,  the  fer- 
riages demanded  or  received,  and  ten  shillings;  to  be 
recovered  with  costs  before  a  justice  of  peace  of  the 
ddimty  where  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

IL  Aul  ht  it  farther  enacted^  That  so  mnch  of  an   PrivttegeeC 
act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  '^^^  p»»8eii- 
Juuidred  and  seventy  six,  as  compels  James  Bowie  the  ^%\erry^  at 
younger,  his  iieirs  or  assigns,  to  set  over  the  ferry  from  Hon  Ho/al 
the  publick  landing  at  the  town  of  Port  Royal,  in  the  abolished. 
county  of  Caroline,  across  Rappahannock  river  to  the 
Ian  j  of  Francis  Conway;  all  such  foot  passengers  as 
may  incline  to  cross  without  demanding  or  receiving 
any  ferriage  for  the  same,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

'    111.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  an    Ferry  over 
;act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  ^^«  p®^ 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  as  establishes  a  ferry  from  ™J|^^  ^^^^ 
the  land  of  Abraham  Sheplierd,  in  the  county  of  Berke-  ditcontiai^ 
ley,  over  Potowmack  river  to  the  land  of  Thomas  «d, 
Swearingen,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  shall  be,  and  the 
SAme  is  hereby  repealed^ 


CHAP.  XXXVI. 

An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  for  ^^I'J^,^'^- 
the  support  of  the  clergy^  and  for  ' 
the  regular  collecting  and  paying 
the  parish  levies^  as  relates  to  the 
payment  of  the  salaries  heretofore 
given  to  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
England. 

.     I..  BjE  ii  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  so  All  acu  pro- 
.much  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  support  of  the  ri^g'jjr'min- 
.^^^gYf  A^d  for  the  regular  collecting  and  paying  the  itters,  re- 
parish  levies,"  and  of  all  and  every  other  act  or  acts  pealed, 
providing  salaries  for  the  ministers,  and  authorising 
•the  vestries  to  levy  the  same,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 
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II.  Provided  nevertheless^  That  ttie  vestries  of  \Jb^ 
pwcr«d\?"  s^^^*"^^  parishes,  where  the  same  hath  not  been  alrei^y 
Uvy  h  make  dy  done,  may,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  aiid  xe^ 
afsesamenu  quired,  at  such  time  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  levy  an^ 
for  taiariei  assess  on  all  tithables  within  their  respective  pari«bev 
forcomply«  ^"  ^°^"  salaries  and  arr^rs  of  salaries  as  were  doe  to 
ia^  wUh  k-  the  ministers  or  incumbents  of  their  parishes  for  ser- 
^*^^^^A  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y  of  January,  in  the  year  one  tboa- 
pwrviSing  **"^  Seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven;  moreover  to 
tbr  parisU  make  such  assessments  on  all  tithables  as  will  enable 
P«^r.  the  said  vestries  to  comply  with  their  legal  engage- 

ments entered  into  before  the  same  day;  and  lastly,  to 
continue  such  future  provision  for  the  poor  in  their  re- 
spective parishes  as  they  have  iiitherto  by  law  bee^ 
accustomed  to  make,  and  levy  the  same  in  the  manner 
heretofore  directed  by  law;  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the 
contrary,  or  seeming  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  XXXVII. 


An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
act  establishing  a  board  of  war. 

Of  hoar  mn.      WHEKEAS  it  is  expedient  that  the  act  entidi^d 
J^^l^n^hers,  «  An  act  establishing  a  board  of  war,"  should  be  a* 
to^cwisiar*'  mended,  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Astern* 
hly^  Tiiat  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the 
OnetO|bein-  bo^d  of  war  shall  consist  of  four  members  only,  oq^ 
•pector  of     of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  boards  to  be  aa. 
inspector  of  the  military  stores  and  provisions  in  the 
several  magazines  withhi  this  state,  who  shall,   oyer- 
and  above  his  salary,  be  allowed  his  reasonable  tnif^ 
veiling  expenses,  when  performing  the  said  service: 
'Their  pro-  Any  two  of  the  said  members  may  proceed  to  busi* 
ceedings  to    n^gg.    ^i|  jj^g  resolutions,  proceedings,  knd  orders  of 
ted*togover-  ^^^  s^*^  board,  shall  be  signed  by  the  members  pre* 
nor,  &c.  for    sent,  and  submitted  to  the  governour,  or  in  his  absence, 
approbation,  jo  the  lieutenant  governour  or  the  president  of  the 
boaM  con-     council,  for  his  approbation.    The  president  shall  call 
vened.  the  members  together  at  such  place  as  the  governour 


miliury 
ftores  and 
provisions. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OCTOBER  1779— 4th  of  COMMONWEALTH.         {gg 

iliay.  direct;  aud  shall  be  empowered,  with  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  said  board,  to  appoint  two  clerks 
to  do  the  business  thereof;  so  much  of  the  said  recited 
act,,  as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  stands 
Hereby  repealed. 


CHAP,  xxxvin. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  misapplication  [ctuw.Bcr. 
of  the  money  collected  for  taxes ^      ^* 

I*  WHEREAS  great  inconveuiencies  have  arisen  Preamble. 
to  the  publick  from  the  misapplication  of  the  taxes  col- 
lected by  the  sheriffs  io  several  counties  of  this  state, 
some  of  whom  have  applied  the  same  to  private  pur- 
poses in   speculative  bargains  for  the  emolument  of 
themselves  or  their  friends,  thereby  contributing  to 
raise  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  depre- 
ciate the  paper  currency  in  circulation,  defeating  the 
Sfppse^^  of  taxation,  and  hazarding  the  ruin  of  pub- 
k  credit:  And  experience  hath  proved  that  the  laws 
heretofore  made,  are  insufficient  to  prevent  or  restrain 
so  growing  and  dangerous  an  evil:    Be  it  therefore 
efi^ed  by  the  General  Assembly,  Tha,t  if  any  sheriff    Pcylty  oa 
ar-icollector  shall  hereafter  appropriate  to  his  own  use,  *oS«or» 
or  otherwise  misapply  any  publick  money  which  shall  for  miMp^ 
be  by  *im  collected  for  taxes,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  pfying  pub- 
double  4he  sum  so  appropriated  or  misapplied,  to  be     {fJJ^^^^ 
recovered  with  costs  on  bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  renble. 
wy  court  of  record  within  this  commonwealth,  one 
hair  to  the  Htformer ,  and  the  other  half  to  the  common- 
we<Ai}i,  or  the  whole  to  the  commonwealth  if  informa- 
tioft-is  made  by  a  publick  officer.      And  every  person 
receiving  such  publick  money,  knowing  it  to  be  such, 
and  apij^^ng  it  to  private  purposes,  shall  in  like  man- 
ner forfiSf  double  the  sum  so  received,  to  be  recovered 
is  before  directed.    And  for  the  more  effectually  pre- 
venting such  pernicious  practices  in  future,  the  com- 
missidners  of  the  taxei  in  their  respective  counties,  or 
a  majority  tf  them,  shall,  opoa  inforniation  or  suspi* 
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cioiiofany  such  misapplication,  <^alt  upon  the  sberiM 
•  k  luf  an^  <Jr  collector  to  make  np  an  account  of  the  money  whicli 
account  and  te  sbnll  have  Collected,  npon  oath,  and  to  demand  of 
produce  the  hitn  that  the  money  ^oU^cted  ^hall  be  produced  and 
r^ed  v^hen  ^^'"P'*'*^^  ^iih  the  accounts  so  made  up;  and  if  any 
required  b>*  sherilT  or  collector  of  taxes  shall  fail  to  make  up  his 
the  coromis-  accounts,  or  to  produce  to  ihe  commissioners  when  re- 
sioners,  in-  quired,   the  taxes  collected  aji  aforesaid,  within  the 
W  forfeiture'  space  of  one  week  after  such  demand,  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  every 
week  thereafter,  until  he  shall  comply  with  the  demand 
of  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  pive  information^ 
either  to  the  attorney  creneral,  or  to  the  attorney  for 
the  commonwealth  in  the  countv,  either  of  whom  as 
the  cjise  may  be,  shall  lod^e  a  hill,  plaint,  o^  informa- 
tion aprainst  such  sheriff  or  collector,  at  the  next  ^oart 
liavinff  coprni^ance  of  the  said  offence,  which  he  shall 
r>new  so  often  as.  the  said  sheriff  or  collector  shall  con- 
^'J^shaiTnot  ^'""*^  *^'^  *^*^  offeuce.      And  no  commissioner  of  the 
be  sureties   tax  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  as  security  for  any 
for  colKc-     sliertff  Of  Collector,  nor  shall  anv  person  who  is  or  shall 
*°'^"  1>*    e.  iirity  for  a  sheriff,  be  eliirible  as  a  commissioner 

Proceed*nff:j  of  the  tax.  Whenever  a  bill,  plaint,  or  information 
in  iKosecii.  ^^^^^^  be  lodged  in  any  county  court,  under  this  aet, 
tioii*  under  the  said  court  shall  compel  the  defendant  to  plead  iw- 
this  act.  mediately  to  issue,  which  issue  they  shall  proceed  Id 
try  at  the  very  next  court  thereafter,  before  fmy  oth^r 
.    ,  matter  or  thiuf?  whatsoever?  And  if  the  said  bill,  plaint, 

^    '  or  information  is  made  in  the  crederal  court,  they  shall 

cause  the  issue  to  be  made  up  and  tried  at  the  same 
iim«*.     And  should  any  sheriff  or  collector,  after  mch 
prr>ce<5S  hath  been  legally  served  on  him,  fiul  to  appear 
and  plead  at  the  nent  court  or  term  as  the  case  tnay 
-  be,  such  court  shall  order  the  clerk  to  make  an  issue 
for  him.  and  proceed  to  trial  in  like  manner  as  herein 
Uemedy  by  above  dii*ected.      And  for  the  more  eflectually  seciir- 
moii«m  a-      j^^^  ^^^  payment  of  all  taxes  now  due,  or  whicKrfMilt 
fra^ins.9  ler-   jj^^pj^j-^^j.  ^  collected,  and  tiot  accounted  for  and  p»d 
as  the  law  directs,   the  auditors  of  publick  accooAts 
shnll  have  power  to  move  for  jodp^ments  against  all 
sheriffs  and  collectors  of  taxes,  without  any  ftirther  no- 
tice th?>n  this  act,  on  the  first  days  of  the  June  and 
December  general  courts,  and  on  the  first  Saturday  in 
the  Marrh  ami  October  general  courts;  and  the  said 
courts  shall  take  cognizance  thereof  at  all  or  any  of 
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ihe  said  sessipas,  and  give  judgments  accordingly,  or  ^^^^ 
for  good  cause  may  postpone  the  proceedings  upon  ^^^  St^ 
any  such  motion  till  a  future  day;  and  any  judgment  est  upon 
given  on  such  motion  shall  carry  twenty  per  centum  >^«n»?»^ 
interest,  until  the  same  shall  be  levied  or  discharged.     y"^^°"- 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

4n  act  for  confir^ming  the  titles  of  [Chin.  b«v. 
purchasers  oj  escheated  and  forfeit-  ^* 
"•  •   ed  estates. 

-  ■     1.  WHEREAS  some  sales  have  been  already  made,  Titles  to  e»» 

and  many  others  will  soon  be  made  under  the  *^  Acttatet  fon«4 

concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  sub-  ^^  h*vcbc^ 

Jects,"  upon  certificates  from  the  clerk  of  the  general  forfett'^^fS 

cooft,  that  no  claim  had  been  filed  in  due  time;  and  It  which  a 

^  ti^th  been  apprehended  that  should  the  inquisitions  j^'*'"*^*^*^*' 

/prove  defective  in  substance,  or  the  particular  requisi-  nKfae?orhad 

'  tions  of  the  law  not  be  complied  ^with,  the  former  uwn-  bcenascus- 

•  ers  may  at  a  future  day  reclaim  their  estates;  ami  ex-  scdforihe 
•piell  the  purchasers  from  the  possession;  and  such  ap-  ^^'JaUh'^coii- 
'prehensions  and  doubts  may  deter  many  persons  from  firmed  to  the 
*porchasing,  and  cause  such  estates  to  sell  at  an  under  purchasern 

-T»lue;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  l-Xf^tn 
-That  in  every  case  where  any  estate  shall  have  been  pfrso^ns  to 
'  foutki  to  belong  to  a  British  subject,  in  which  the  clerk  thepurchase 
-.of  the  general  court  hath  certified,  or  shall  certify,  ^"^'^^y- 
^<hat  no  claim  hath  been  filed  to  any  such  estate;  or 
where^any  claim  shall  have  been  filed  and  discussed 

*  lor  the  commonwealth,  the  title  of  the  purchaser  or 
'  purchasers  thereto,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby-confirmed 

.  to  him,  her,  or  them,  and  his,  her,  or  their  heirs  and 

-assigns  for  ever,  upon  due  payment  of  the  purchase 

'  money;  notwithstanding  any  defect  in  the  inqoisitioni 

or  thatiSbe  requisitions  of  the  above  recited  act  may 

not  have  been  complied  with:  Saving  the  right  of  dU 

persons  to  asMrt  their. claim  to  die  money  arising  finom 

Vol.  X.        •  A  2 
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such  sales,  as  by  the  said  act,  and  one  other  act  pasir 
•    ed  at  the  present  session  of  assembly,  entitled  "  /ku  act 
to  amend  the  act  concet-ning  escheats  and  forleiture^ 
from  British  sufcgects"  is  directed. 


CHAP.  XL. 


[^i^^^iiey.  An  act  Jor  the  protection  and  encou- 
^*  7^agement  of  the  commerce  of  na- 

tions acknowledging  the  indepen^ 
Jfl|        dence,  of  the  United  States  ofAmer^ 


ica* 


consuhfrom  '•  FOR  preserving  friendship  and  harmony  wltb 
such  ftatet  those  nations  who  have,  or  shall  hereafter  acknowledge 
itdSheTn.  ^^^  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
dependence  ^P^edily  determining  disputes  wherein  their  subjects 
of  America,  or  citizens  are  parties,  protecting  and  encx>uraginjg 
how  receiv.  their  Commerce  within  this  commonwealth;  Be  it  enact- 
subj^^^^^^^  *^^  h  ^A«  General  Assembly,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  far 
citizens  of  tlie  govemour,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  stateV 
ihc  states  by  to  receive  and  admit,  from  time  to  time,  a  coosul  0|- 
poinu<b^'  consuls  appointed  by  any  such  state  to  be  re3ident  with- 
g^uiity  of  »»  this  commonwealth;  -such  consul  if  he  were  not  ^ 
crimes  a-  citizen  of  this  commonwealth  at  the  time  of  receiving 
Sate?  Ihall  ^^^  appointment,  shall  be  deemed  a  subject  or  citizen  .  J 
be  remand-  ^^  ^^e  state  from  which  he  was  appointed,  and  shall  be  ?jW 
ed  to  their  exempted  from  all  personal  services  xequired  by  the  *  ''j 
fSr  p'SlSi'  i**"^^  ^^^^'^^  commonwealth  from  its  own  citizens;  t^ 
ment.  ^^^^  »*>»"  do  any  act  which  by  the  laws  of  iMs  co^jf  * 

monwealth  would  subject  him  to  criminal  prosecotioij^ 
it  Shalt  be  lawful  for  the  govemour,  with  the  advice ^^Tp 
the  council  of  state,  in  their  discretion,  either  befote* 
Mio  prosecution  instituted,  or  in  any  stage  thereof,  to 
leniand  such  consul  to  his  own  sovereign  or  state  (at 
punishment,  and  for  that  purpose  to  command  him  to 
I  iieir  now  ^^  delivered  by  any  civil  officer  in  whose  custody  hp 
rsj      ^       maybe.    It'shall  be  lawful  for  the  s>id  consul  to  tal^c 
cognizance  of  all  differences,  cootr<>versieS|  and  litiga- 
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cJMms  arising  between  subjects  or  ciiixent  of  bis  ^wo 
stale  only,  and  finally  to  determine  and  compose  them 
.according  to  such  rules  or  laws  as  lie  shall  think  fit^ 
and  such  determinations  to  carry  into -execution.  And      |^  occn. 
where  he  shall  require  aid  for  executing  the  same,  it  tion  there* 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  ffovernour,  with  the  advice  of  ^  ^}^ 
(he  council  of  state,  using  their  discretion  therein,  to  "^  ^^ 
order  any  sheriff  within  his  own  county,  or  any  mili- 
tary officer  whatsoever,  to  execute  or  to  aid  and  assist 
in  executing  any  such  determination;  provided  the  same 
does  not  extend  to  life  or  limb  of  the  offender.   Where 
any  sailor,  seaman,  or  marine  belonging  to  any  vessel   Seamea  cW- 
of  such  state  within  this  commonwealth  shall  desert,  »ert»np.  *»«* 
or  be  found  wandering  from  his  vessel,  it  shall  be  law-  ^^'^  *" 
ful  for  the  roaster  of  such  vessel  to  reclaim  such  sailor, 
sefimao,  or  marine,  notwithstanding  such  sailor,  sea* 
man,  or  marine  may  in  the  mean  time  have  been  na- 
turalized in  this  commonwealth.     And  any  justice  of 
the  peace  to  whom  the  master  shall  apply,  shall  grant 
lits  warrant  for  taking  and  conveying  such  sailor,  sea- 
man, or  marine  fVom  constable  to  constable  to  the  said 
Vessel,  or  on  application  from  the  consul,  the  gover- 
nour,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  state,  may  issue 
6uch  orders  to  any  sheriff,  constable,  or  military  offi- 
cer, who  «ihatl  yield  due  obedience  thereto,     ^nd  be  it  Mode  of  pro- 
firther  enacted,  That  any  suit  commenced  in  the  high  ceedinfi^in 
court  of  chan<?fery,  or  general  court,  by  or  against  any  ?««t8,  where- 
subject  or  citizen  of  such  slate,  shall  be  heard  or  tried  era^'are^^pmr. 
in  the  term  to  which  the  process  shall  be  returned  re^  ties. 
gnlarly  executed,  or  so  soon  afterwards  as  may  be, 
add  to  this  end,  subsequent  process  to  compel  appear- 
ance tinay  be  returnable  to  any  day  of  a  term,  and  rules 
to  brln  the  matter  in  dispute  to  speedy  issue,  may  be 
given  to  expire  at  any  shorter  time  than  what  is  pre- 
scribed in  ordinary  cases.    If  such  suit  be  commenced 
m  the  court  of  a  county,  city,  or  borough,  it  may, 
-.-^thottt  any  other  reason,  on  the  motion  or  petition 
of  either  party,  be  removed  by  writ  of  certiorari;  and 
the  hearing  or  trial  thereof  shall  be  pxcelerated  by  like 
means,' as  if  it  had  originated  in  the  court  to  which  it     " 
shall  be  i^moved.      And  the  court  of  appeals,  high 
court  of  chancery,  or  general  court  shall  determine 
every  such  suit  brought  before  them,  by  writ  of  erronr 
or  appeal,  with  all^he  expedition  whirh  the  neccRsacy 
fcrms  of  their  proceedings  will  allow. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SOi  LAWS  OF  VIRGINIA, 


CHAP.  XU. 

[ChMi  Ber.  An  ad  for  continuing  an  act  entitled 
P.U8.J  ^yj  ^^i  ^^  r^evive  and  amend  an  act 

entitled  An  act  to  make  provision 
for  the  support  and  maintenance*  of 
ideotSi  lunatic ks^  and  persons  ofun* 
sound  minds.  ^ 

Artprovid-      I.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly,  passed  in  the 

p^of  £ots  y^^**  ^"^  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight, 

and  lunatics,  entitled  '^  A6  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled 

fprthetcon-  An  act  to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maiiK 

tinned.  tenance  of  ideots,  lunaticks,  and  persons  of  unsound 

minds,"  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session 

of  assembly,  and  it  is  necessary  ithe  same  should  be 

continued.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Generml  w9^> 

^embly^  That  the  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  revive  and 

y^.     .       mmend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  make  provision  for 

%■/     ^'     the  snpport  and  maintenance  of  ideots,  lunatlcks,  and 

^  persons  of  unsound  minds,''  shall  continue  and  be  in 

force,  from  and  after  the  expiration  thereof,  for  and 

during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the. 

end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly. 

ruiher  a!       ^^    *^^^  ^^  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  farther  sum 

lowance  for   of  fifty  pounds  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the  main? 

support  of     finance  and  support  of  each  person  in  the  publick  hos^ 

"'"'"*        pital^ 

**  The  words  **and  maintenance*'  omitted  in  the  orig^aT,  evf*'. 
gently  by  mistftke,  but  inserted  in  Chan.  Rev.  p,  118. 
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Jft'fft  pf  177? 
p.  00. 

An  act  to  suppress  excessive  gaming.  ^Sl^' 

I.  J?£  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That      Contncu 
every  promise,  agreement,  note,  bill,  bond,  or  other  for  ptyinir 
contract  to  pay,  deliver,  or  secure  money  or  other  I^JU^^*™. 
thing  won,  or  obtained  by  playing  at  cards,  dice,  ta-  ing,  yoidi    ' 
bles,  tennis,  bowles,  or  other  games;  or  by  betting  or 
laying  on  the  hands  or  sides  of  any  person  who  shall 

Elay  at  sach  games;  or  won  or  obtained  by  betting  or 
lying  on  any  horserace,  or  cockfighting,  or  at  any 
other  sport  or  pastime,  or  on  any  wager  whatsoever, 
or  to  repay  or  secure  money  or  other  thing  lent  or  ad- 
vanced for  that  purpose,  or  lent  or  advanced  at  the 
time  of  such  gaming,  sporting,  or  wager,  to  a  person 
then  actually  playing,  betting,  laying,  or  adventuring, 
shall  be  void.     Any  conveyance  or  lease  of  lands,  ten-     ConT^ysn» 
ements,  or  hereditaments,  sold,  demised,  or  mortga-  *^  *®  ■•• 
ged;  and  any  sale,  mortgage,  or  other  transfer  of  slaves,  2c7fowo^' 
or  other  personal  estate,  to  any  person,  or  for  his  use,  enure  to  th^ 
to  satisfy  or  secure  money  or  other  thing  by  him  won  benefitof  iha 
of,  or  lent,  or  advanced  to,  the  seller,  lessor,  or  mort-  '^^'^•'^*^'* 
gager,  or  whereof  money  or  other  thing  so  won,  or 
knt,  or  advanced,  shall  be  part  or  all  of  the  consider- 
ation money,  shall  inure,  to  the  use  of  the  heir  of  sueh 
mortgager,  lessor,  bargainer,  or  vender,,  and  shall  vest  i 

the  whole  estate  and  interest  .of  such  person  in  the     ^ 
lands,,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  so  leased,  mort-  * 

gaged,  bargained,  or  sold,  and  in  the  slaves  or  other 
personal  estate  so  sold,  mortgaged,  or  otherwisie  trans- 
ferred, to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  heir  of  such 
lessor,  bargainfer,  mortgager,  or  vender,  as  if  such  les- 
.'  sor,  bargainer,  mortgager,  or  vender  had  died  intes- 
tate* 

11.  If  any  person  by  playing  or  beUing  at  any  game  PenaHm  on 
or  wager  whatsoever  at  any  time  within  the  space  of  those  who 
twenty  four  hours  shall  lose  or  win,  to  or  from  another,  jj^j^csw 
a  greater  sum,  or  any  thing  of  greater  value  than  five  tagert.. 
pounds,  the  loser  and  winner  shall  be  rendered,  inca- 
pable of  holding  any  office,  civil  or  military,  within 
the  state,  during  the  space  of  two  years;  and  moreo- 
ver shall  be  liable  io  ps^y  ten  shillings  in  the  pound, 
(or  every  pound  over  and  above  the  said  sum  of  five 
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pounds,  wbicli  be  shall  so  win  or  lose;  aad  u(K)ti  itt 

iSMrroation  tbereof  made  to  any  county  courts  and  dw 

proof  thereof  hftd»  such  county  court  shall  levy  upos 

the  gbods  and  chattels  of  the  oflendersi  the  futi  penally 

incurred,  to  be  applied  to  lessening  the  levy  of  the 

county  wherein  such  offence  shall  be  commilted;  and 

upon  a  conviction  before  such  county  court,  shaH  in^ 

cur  the  forfeiture  hereby  inflicted,  and  be  ipso  facto 

deprived  of  his  office  aforesaid.  Any  person  who  thalV 

bet  or  play  for  money  or  other  goods,  or  who  shall 

bet  on  the  hands  or  sides  of  those  who  play  at  any 

game  in  a  tavern,  racefield,  or  other  place  of  pqblick 

resort,  shall  be  deemed  an  infamous  gambler,  and  shall 

.    not  be  eligible  to  any  office  of  trust  or  honour  withiii 

this  state. 

Pendtjr  on      HI.  Any  tavern-keeper  who  shall  permit  cards,  dice, 

^^liJi^P'  billiard*;,  or  any  instrument  of  gamincr  to  be  made  use 

ting  ^amin^  of  in  his  house;  or  shall  permit  any  person  to  bet  or 

In  tkeirhou- play  for  money  Or  other  good^,  in  any  outhouse,  or 

•^*    .    ' '     under  any  booth,  arbour,  or  other  place,  lipon  thp 

{'  messuage  or  tenement  he  possesses,  and  shall  not  make 

information  thereof,  and  give  in  the  names  of  the  offem 

ders  to  the  next  court  which  may  be  held  for  the  cmim 

^y^  ^^i^y*  oi*  borough  wherein  he  resides,  shall  be  dt«- 

•  prived  of  his  license,  and  moreover  shall  pay  to  the  frn 

^  "  former,  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  ac*^ 

tion  of  debt,-in  any  court  of  record. 

power  of     ^^'  Two  justices  of  the  peace  may  cause  any  per* 

jatcice^of    son  not  possessing  a  visible  estate,  nor  exercising  some 

je»ce  to  ^    lawful  trade  or  profession,  who  shall  be  suspected  by 

rt^^Owir  ^^®™  ^°  support  himself  for  th^most  part,  by  gatnin^v 

^hirv^ionr.    to  come  or  be  brought  before  them,  and  if  the  su9pf^ 

cion  shall  appear  upon  examination  to  be  well  foond*. 

ed,  may  require  security  of  him  for  his  good  behaviocuTt 

during  the  term  of  twelve  months,  and  if  bf^or^  fM 

expiration  thereof,  he  shall  play  for  or  bet  any  moHeff 

or  other  thing,  at  any  game  whatsoever,  he  shall'W' 

adjudged  to  have  broken  the  condition  of  bis  recpgi^ 

ftance.  %  ^        *.- 

Jflinff  pro^      V.  No  person,  in  order  to  raise  money  for  hinisdr 

bSted.        or  another,  shall  publickly  or  privately  put  up  a  ft^- 

tery  of  blanks  and  prizes,  to  be  drawn  or  adventured 

for,  or  any  prize  or  thing  to  be  raffled  or  played  for; 

and  whoever  shall  offend  herein,  shall  forfeit  the  whole 

sum  of  money  proposed  to  b^  raised  by  such  lottery, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TT^ 


OCTOBER  17t9— 4ib  o»  COMMONWEALTH.         807 

raffling,  or  playing,  to  the  use  of  the  comBKmwealtb. 

Tbe  pvesitliitg justice,  as  well  in  the  geaerali  m in*U  ^.^fffSf" 

Ae  i&fericNir  courts  of  law  in  this  eonunomwvalll^  shall  i»*^ ]•»»•• 

copsiamiy  give  this  act  in  charge  ta  ib^  grand  juries 

of  their  courts  at  the  times  when  such  grand  juries 

shall' be ^wom.      This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in 

ferce,'^frpm  and  after  tbe  first  day  of  March  next. 


CHAP.  XLIU. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Godwin. 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  present  gene-  chriitopliet 
ral  8^sserob1y,  that  Christopher  Godwin  did  on  the  third  Godwiinro^ 
4^y  of  May  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  JJJJJ*  Jj^ 
two,  lease  a  certain  bouse,  garden,  and  pasture,  lying  -^  Kaose- 
in  the  county  of  Nansemond,  unto  John  Hamilton,  for  mondtlett- 
the  te^ni  of  twenty  years,  paying  annually  on  tbe  first  ^  to  Joho 
A^y  of  May  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  wherein  was  in-  ^ij^,  '^ 
serted  a  clause,  that  if  no  distress  should  be  found  on  joined  tka 
the  premises  for  the  space  of  tbe  said  twenty  years,  it  enemy, 
should  he  lawful  for  the  said  Christopher  Godwin  to 
re-entl^r. 

.  Atid  ^vhereas  the  said  John  Hamilton  having  about 
tbe  ninth  day  of  April. ope  thousand  seveti  hundred 
and  seventy  five,  privately  removed  from  this  state  and 
joined  the  subjects  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  leaving 
no  ejects  on  tbe  premises,  and  bis  property  real  and 
personal  ba$b  since  been  escheated  and  (prfeited  to  the 
CQimnoDweailth,  whereby  the  said  Christopher  God« 
win  is  likely  to  lose  the  arrears  of  rent  as  well  a3  those 
which  might  hereafter  become  due;  for  remedy  where* 
of,  Be  if  mmcied^  That  the  said  house,  garden,  and 
pasloi^  dmll,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
revested  in  tbe  said  Christopher  Godwin. 
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CHAP.  XUV. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  to  the  auditors  of  puhUck 
accounts. 

salanca  of  ^  WHEREAS  the  salaries  allowed  to  the  clerks  of 
dltolvoVce  the  auditors  of  pubiick  accounts  by  an  act  entitled 
encreased.  *'  An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  to  the 
ooditors  of  pubiick  accounts,''  have  been  found  1nati»> 
quate  to  their  senrices;  Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Oenerdi 
Aisembly^  That  the  additional  sum  of  four  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  shall  be  given  to  each  of  the  f^ 
spective  clerks  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  XLV. 

An  act  concerning  the  naval  office  of 
^     the  district  of  South  Potowmack. 

Kaval  officer      WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  present 

8o^Poto5  g«n«rol  assembly,  that  it  will  be  expedient  that  a  navd 

mac,  to  ap-    office  should  be  kept  in  the  upper  part  of  the  distriol 

point  a  de-    of  south  Potowmack;   Be  it  iherejbre  enacted.  That 

8i?u  irTAUsx-  *®  "*^*'  officer  of  the  said  district  be  empoweredi  and 

andria.       '  b^  i^  hereby  required  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  reude  in 

the  town  ot  Alexandria,  there  to  keep.anoffice  for  the 

entering  and*clearing  of  vessels^  in  like  manner^  a0 

such  naval  officer  might  or  ought  to  do  if  personally 

present: 

Provided  nevertheksif  That  an  office  shall  contino^ 
'  to  be  kept  in  th^  lower  part  of  the  said  dtstricti  wlwflk 

a  general  register  shall  be  made  of  all  vessels  tmdiajfP' 
to  the  said  district.  .  *!• 
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CHAP.  XLVl. 

I  J       J  ,       ,    •  i       .       .        . 

An  act  for  ditiding  the  parish  of 
i.  JDvysdale^  %n  the  counties  of  Car o^ 
line  and  king  and  Queen. 

■-.  WH£R£AS  it  bath  been  represented  to  this  present 
generfll  a$teiiibly,.by  the  ikibabitunta  of  the  parish  of  brjvd^  m 
.Orysdde^  in  the  counties  of  Caroline  and  King  and  Caroliaft  H 
QueeOf  that  tb^y  labour  under  many  inconveniencies  King  and 
^  Eetaon  of  the  great  extent  thereof  Be  it  therefore  tSefdivISS 
t»act^f  That  fjrom  and  after  the  first  day. of  Febraa-  at.  Aat^ 
ly.iieaf  ensoiligy  the  said  parish  of  Drysdale  shall  be  fonned«   ^ 
dividied  into  two  distinct  parishes^  by  a  line  to  begin 
at  the  lower  comer  of  the  land  of  John  Page,  esq.  up* 
on  Mattapony  river,  and  run  along  his  lower  line,  and 
those  of  Christopher  Smith,  Anthony  Seale,  and  Fred- 
erick PhiUtps,  to  the  corner  of  the  lands  of  Edmund 
Pendleton,  the  elder,  esq.  and  Edmund  Jones;  thence 
along  the  lines  between  them  to  Morococick  creek; 
tbence  up  the  creek  to  the  mouth  of  Phillips's  run;  ^°""^*'*** 
•xheoce  up  the  said  run  to  Digges's  upper  line;  thence 
along  ths^t  line  and  the  course  thereof  continued  to  the 
line, of  Essex  county;  and  that  all  that  part  of  the  said 
parish  which  lies  to  the  eastward  of  the  said  line,  shall 
heofiediitioct  parish,  and  retain  the  name  of  Drys* 
Aale;  and  that  all' the  other  part  thereof  shall  be  one 
aiher  distinct  parish,  an^  be  called  and  known  by  the 
aame  of  Saint- Asaph. 

?  ^JiUdhe  it  fufihMt  enact€df  That  the  pre^eDt  vesify 
af  the  said  parish  of  Drysdale  be,  and  the  same  Is 
yrcby  dissolved;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
jMrlsbes  of  Drysdale  and  Saint  Asaph  respectively, 
who  have  a  right  to  vote  for  vestrymen.  Shall  meet  at 
some  convenient  time  and  place,  to  be  appointed  and 
pablkkly  advertised  bv  the  sherifi  ef  the  said  coon- 
tiet  of  CaroUAe  and  I^ing  and  Queen,  before  the  first 
^8ty  ef  March  next,  and  then  and  there  elect  twelve 
able  and  discreet  persons,  who  shall  be  a  yestry  for  tba 
said  parishes  respectively;  but  the  collector  of  the  said 
parish  of  Drysdale  shall  have  power  to  collect  and 
distrain  for  any  dues  which  shall  remain  unpaid  1^ 
the  iahabitant«  of  the  said  parishes  af  Piyatefat  Mi 
Vol.  X.  U» 
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Saint  Asapb,  at  the  lime  of  the  said  divisions  taking 
place,  and  shall  be  answerable  for  the  same  in  like 
manner  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made. 

And  whereas  on  the  division  uf  the  said  parish  of 
Drysdale,  the  present  glebe  and  the  buildings  thereon 
Gleb    of  ^*"  ^^  inconveniently  sitaated,  Be  it  enacted^  Thai 
Drysdale  piL  ^be  Said  glebe,  with  the  appurtenances  be,  and  the  same 
xm  tabe     are  hereby  vested  in  Edmund  Pendleton,  tbe  eMer, 
To'^-^^i       William  Lyne,  Anthony  Thornton,  jun.  Thomas  Col^ 
jcTbetweeii  ""^°»  Mungo  Roy,  and  James  Upshaw,  gentlemei^ 
parishes  of    commissioners,  or  any  four  of  them  in  trust,  that  tbt^ 
Drysdale  s<,  gfa^n  sell  and  convey  tbe  same  for  ready  money  Qr  c^ 
proportioii*  ^^**>  ^s  ^^  ^^ro  shall  appear  most  advisable  for  ^ 
to  the  vaiud  Valuable  consideration  to  be  bona  fide  received  to  a^ 
of  the  two     person  or  persons  willing  to  become  purchaser?  i^^^ 
churches,     ^f^  ^  ^^| j  ^^  g^^  purchaser  or  purchasers  in  fee  sin^ 
pie:  That  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  dujl 
be  equally  divided  between  the  said  parishes.of  Drys- 
dale and  Saint  Asaph,  except  as  herein  after  directeii; 
and  the  vestries  of  the  said  parishes  respectively  sb]$ 
apply  the  money  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  for /(l 
glebe  for  the  use  of  their  respective  ministers  for  tj^ 
Qdr  «fee  post  time  being  for  even    .And  he  it  farther  enacted^  T^^ 
Uiis^se^ion^'  the  pretent  vestry  of  the  said^  parish  of  Drysdale  $ha^ 
amanded.      ^^d  they  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  pn  or  b^ 
fore  the  said  first  day  of  February  next,  to  appoiq^ 
one  or  more  impartial  and  disinterested  person  ojr  paih 
sons  to  value  the  two  churches  now  in  the  said  pari^i 
of  Drysdale,  and  upon  such  valuations  being  returned 
to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  act  to  sell  the 
glebe  of  the  said  parish  of  Drysdale,  they  shall  deduct 
so  much  as  tbe  one  shall  exceed  the  other  in  value,  out 
of  the  sale  of  the  glebe,  and  pay  such  difierence  of 
value  to  tbe  vestry  of  the  parish  in  whose  favour  tbe 
same  shall  be  adjudged. 
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.-       .  CHAP.  XLVIL 

An  act  for  the  manumission  of  cet'^ 
tain  Slaves. 

*  WHEREAS  application  hath  been  made  to  this 
present  general  assembly,  that  John  Hope,  otherwise  ^J|J^, 
called  Barber  Caesar,  a  ne^o  man  slave  the  property  sia^e  of W 
ef  Susanna  Riddle  of  York  town;  that  William  Beck,  Maaa  Bid* 
a  niulatto  slave  the  property  of  Thomas  Walker,  the  ^JjJi^*'*^ 
Toooger,  of  the  county  of  Albemarle,  and  that  a  mu-  ^^^^ « imi' 
kttto  girl  named  Pegg,  the  property  of  Lewis  Dunn,  ktto/be- 
Oif  the  county  of  Sussex,  may  be  severally  emancipa*  J«»f«ff  ^ 
IM;  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  said  negroes,  wSenjan, 
JoBn  Hope,  otherwise  called  Barber  Gaesar,  William  of  Albe* 
|fock,  and  Pegg,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  respec*  mm^  a^« 
^v^ly  declared  to  be  free,  and  may  enjoy  all  such  JoJ^^ 
ri^ts,  privileges,  and  immunities,  as  free  negroes  or  prop^tj  of 
mulattoes  by  the  laws  of  this  country  do  enjoy;  saving  J^wii  Dana, 
to'  all  and  every  other  person,  bis  or  their  heirs,  exe-  ^  8a*«^ 
ttttors,  and  administratorsi  ^except  the  said  Susanna  u^"^^* 
lHddle»  Thomas  Walker,  the  younger,  and  Lewis 
^nn,  and  those  claiming  under  them j  any  right,  ti- 
tie,  or  claim  they  may  have  to  the  said  negroes^  ^  if 
ftis  act  had  never  been  made. 
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CHAP.  XLVIII. 

An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  ^ev^- 
ral  acts  oj  assembly  which  empow- 
er  the  county  courts  to  mak^  provu 
sion  for  the  support  of  the  wiues^ 
parents^  and  families  qjf  the  soldiers 
of  this  state  in  the  service  of  this 
^  commonwealths  or  in  the  service  of 

.     .  the   United  States^  and  for  other 

pw^poses. 

jitwbU.  .  ^  WHEREAS  th«  sevemi  acts  of  assembly  eitopiw^ 
«  ,    "  cring  the  county  courts  to  make  provisioii  for  thesiff|h 

.  ^  ]M>rt  of  the  wives,  parents,  and  families  of  die  soldiers 

of  this  state,  a^  well  those  in  Uie  service  of  thte  com- 
monwealth, as  those  in  the  service  of  the  Unif ed  Staid?, 
i  _  liave  creiated  an  expenditure  greatfy  exceeding  theet-^- 

pectations  of  the  legislature,  and  must  prov^  very  bdi:- 
thensome  to  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealtii,  if 
longer  admittH;  for  remedy  thereof.  Be  ii  tnutttd  iy 
AMactocm-  fftg  Genet  ah  JJssembly,  That  so  much  of  the  several 
JJT^^      acts  of  assembly  which  empower  the  county  cburts  tu 
••vrts  to      make  provision  for  the  support  of  the  wives,  parent?, 
I>ro^i|e  for    and  families  of  the  soldiers  of  this  state  in  the  service 
ZenbflMd*     ^^^^  United  States,  or  in  the  service  of  this  com  mop* 
HknOltct  if     wealth,  shall  be,  and  the  same  stands  hereby  repealed, 
■oldieitr*-   Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  county  courts   maj, 
IP^J*:     ,    end  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  firant  allQWarces 
IfciiM  df   ^  ^  '^®  Wives,  parents,  ^^nd  families  of  any  soWiejr  ncwfi^ 
t]i«Mi«  In-    in  actual  service,  ypon  proqf  to  tliem  made,  that  such 
^^tewft^     wives,  parents,  or  families  are  so  poor  that  they  cnn- 
'*  Dot  paintain  themselves;  such  allowance  not  tp  exceed 
one  barrel  of  corn  and  fifty  pounds  of  nett  pork  ia^ 
each  person,  annually. 


/     ; 
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CHAP.  XLIX. 

An  uct  to  explain  and  amend  the  net 

:  of  the  present  session  of  assembly 

fat  dwiding  the  parish  of  Drys^ 

dcUej  in  the  counties  of  King  €ind 

.Quee7i  and  Caroline. 

BfHEREAS  by  an  act  passed  this  present  session  ^  ^^^.  ^ 
0t  assembly,  entitled  <'  An  act  for  dividing  the  parish  ^^o^py^ 
bfDrysdale  in  the  counties  of  Caroline  and  King  and  i«at  mmmrn 
Queen,"  it  is  provided  4hat  tlie  present  vestry  of  *®  ^5[^|f^ 
said  parish  of  DrysdaJe  shall  appoint  one  or  more  im-  f^euml^d' 
pttjpt^  and  disiDierested  person  or  persons  to  v^due  mMe  oftbe , 
the  two  churches  now  in  the  said  parish,  and  upon  snclj  ▼•!»«  ofthe' 
TraloMion  being  returned  to  the  commissioner^  appoint-  JiJJtii  ttl^mi. 
-ed  by  that  act,  they  are  directed  to  sell  the  glebe  of  risii«»  ^ 
riwit  pw'isb,  and  deduct  so  much  as  .the  one  church  i>'y«<^  ^ 
^aH  ciccced  the  other  in  value,  out  of  the  s^le  of  the  be  mSS^k* 
glebe,  and  pay  the  difiefence  of  value,  to  the  vestry  ^theproceeds 
^Ihe  parish  in  whose  favourthe  same  may  be  adjudged,  of  the  tale 
AM  whereas  it  has  been  made  appear  to  this  general  ^  Jl^^^fJ^.** 
assembly,  that  the  remaining  parish  of  Drysdale,  aSed,i«ip»o^ 
Ihedivisionbas  taken  place,  will  have  far  the lessef  potti«ii« re^ 
number  of  subscribers  for  supporting  a  minister  of  the  P**)***       ^ 
.  ^horch  of  England,  but  the  largest  church,  and  which  ^ 

wil}  be  in  some  measure  useless  to  them,  and  if  tbey  « 

sfeoaM  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  vestry  of  the  new  pa-  ^ 

mb  of  St.  Asapb,  the  difference  in  value  between  iheir 
chorches,  they  yv'M  pay  for  buildings  of  little  or  no         -        . 
awlvantage  to  them,  and  from  the  smallness  of  their 
itufnberr  may  not  be  able  to  purchase  a  new  glebe,  or  ' 

aoaintaki  a  minister;  and  it  is  reasonable  that  the  in-i 
%abiuiit8  of  the  new  parish  of  Saint  Asaph,  wbo  pray- 
>4  tor  .and  have  obtained  a  division  of  the  paridi, 
afcould  be  content  with  their  own  church,  without  hwcr 
cteninfT  the  now  parish  of  Drysdale,  who  were  averse 
to  a  division,  with  making  a  (compensation  for  build- 
ings which  this  divisiop  has  rendered  useless;  Be  i^ 
Oierefore  inatitd  hy  the  General  Jlssemhly,  That  no 
iralnation  shall  be  made  of  either  of  the  chtirches  in 
}||e  said  (fi^s^ff  parish  of  Drysdale;  nor  shall  there  be 
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UB^  coinpeiis^iQa  taade  by  (he  one  parkli  tolbe  0UM4* 
for  any  supposed  difference  'm  value  between  ibesaid 
cburcbes;  any  thing  in  the  said  recited  act  td  the  eon- 
traryTiotwitbstanding.  v 


CHAR  L. 

An  act  for  re-enlisling  the  troops  af 
this  state  in  the  continental  urmy^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

_^cMof     J5E  ii  enacted  by  the  General  JlssmMy,  That  the 

Se^ttri^  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  of  the  two  state  regi- 

tUtwiarstftfe  nients>  and  of  the  artillery  regiment  in  the  continental 

i2e|iniefit»»     service,  shall  have  power  to  re-enlist  any  soMiers  whose 

jS^,^^ft^  times  of  service  may  expire  within  the  course  of  the 

tiiiefiftfl  ter.  ensuing  year,  and  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  seven  hun- 

^eti  em.      dred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  bounty  money,  with  which 

£!2S^^^   tbey -shall  be  furnished  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state, 

ifatomen.     tinder  the  directions  of  the  governour  and  council. 

And  that  the  executive  ma^  be  enabled*  to  afford  such 

Botfnty.        assistance  to  our  sister  state  of  Soutli  Carolina  as  the 

etxigency  of  their  situation  may  require,  during  the  re- 

Exccutivt  |j^3  q[  ^j,e  assembly;  Be  ii  enacted.  That  the  covef-*^ 

to  tend  as-   ^^^ur,  With  the  advice  of  the  council  may,  and  he  ir 

sittance  to    hereby  empowered  to  order  any  number  of  militia  ^ 

Irf^*^    this  state,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred,  and  so  raan^ 

roliaiL       *'  ^  ^^^  *^^^^  troops  as  can  be  marched  thither  accoro-' 

IfUitU  and  iHg  to  the  terms  of  their  enlistments,  or  are  'willing  UP 

itaietmopt  march,  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  proper^- 

t*  ba  tent.    |^  ^j^^  assistance  of  the  said   state  of  South  Caro^aa: 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  county  or*vi* 

sion  have  not  yet  been  drafted  according  tp  an  act 

.    jjj^jij  ^^^  "For  obliging  the  several  delinquent  counties  anddi- 

der  former    visions  of  militia  in  this  commonwealth  to  fhmi«kbM 

Uiri,tobe    twenty  fifth  man,"  that  the  respective  commanditfi 

completed,    officers  of  the  militia  shall  fake  the  most  speedy  WM* 

effisctual  measures  to  draft  any  *  such  deltnquenl  dhHM 

sfoQs  which  do  not  fui^ish  a  man  on'or  before  thefitfk 

day  of  April  next,  ftccordiog  te  titewHiieHritpreseMM^ 
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bjFtbr'lasi  reritffd  aetr  and  the  govtnmnt;  HvidiAi 
matiG«  ef  the  couiietl,  sbalt  take  iMropfr  aieaMMPtt  m 
have  riie  meii  «o  drafted,  coHected,  «iid  sent  on  to  jofai 
the  contineQtal  army. 


CHAP.  Ll^ 


uiln  act  to  rejgulate  and  ascertain  the 
number  oj  land  fortes  to  he  kept  up 
for  the  defence  of  the  state. 

THAT  the  state  may  incar  no  greater  expense  than  ^^^  \mm^ 
the  exig^icies  of  a&irs  requires,  and  that  the  pnbKck  zatioo^^^ 
revenue  may  be  aided  by.  every  means  which  prudence  i**t*  troops 
and  oeconumy  dictate,  fie  it  tnadtd  fry  the  Oeueral  * 

j^ewMy,  Th9t  the  body  of  cavalry  directed  to  be 
raised  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  assembly,  en-^*^*^'^' 
titled  '<  An  act  concerning  officers,  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  marines,"  shall  be  reduced  to  three  troops,  to  be 
fully  completed  and  retained  in  the  service  of  this  state, 
under  the  regulations  and  conditions  expressed  in  the 
finM  recited  act.      That  the  regiments  of  infantry  dt^ialkntiy. 
rected  to  be  raised  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
assembly)  entitled  '*  An  act  for  raising  a  body  of  troops 
for  the  defence  of  the  commonwealth,"  be  reduced. 
That  the  men  recruited  under  the  said  act  for  the  de- 
fence of  the-eastern  limits  of  this  state,  bedl*a(ied  inti>, 
and  incorporated  with,  the  garrison  and  artillery  regl* 
menls  of  flits  «tate.    The  garrison  xegiment  to  be  first 
completed,  and  the  surplus  of  recruits  applied  to  the  G^flsM  *nd 
completion  of  the  artillery  regiment,  and  to  be  com-  ^^n?  '^^ 
maoded  by  the  officers  of  the  said  garrison  and  artil- 
lery -corps. 

Be  ii  farther  enacted,  That  one  regiment  only  shall     aepfttat 
be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  western  limits  of  this  for  dmnce 
state.    The  said  regiment  to  be  completed  and  in  aid  ^^^^^^ 
tiiereof,  tha  corps  of  infantry  under  the  command  of  "^*'^^"* 
colohei  Slaughter,  to  -b^  attached  to,  and  considered 
as  parttrf  the  said  regiment.      All  privates  recruited 
'  ^ktttYeo^  act  for  the  defeno&t)f  the  western 
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Htfits  of  tliis  Mace,  sbttU  be  iiicmoratefi  intor  iIm  sml 
tegiaieot,  and  shall  be  ^C6TDltoznded  by  (^cer»  to  be 
com  missioned  by  the  governoar,  with  the  adticeof  hb 

Be  it  farther  etioctof.  That  the  lieutenants  of  the 
several  counties  within  this  state  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by directed  and  reouired  to  expedite. the  epUstio^iiils  to 
be  made  agreeable  to  the  said  last  recited  act|  ^p^  |^ 
cootiwie  the  same  until  the  first  day  of  February  in 
£llUslttelltl^  the  same  year.    Thereafter  the  said  county  lieutenants 
^[J^J*^     are  required  to  discoiatinue  all  farther  enlistments  uh- 
bav  liMt*  der  ths  said  recited  act,  when  they  shall  report  to  Ihe 
coatiaue.      executive  the  number  of  men  enlisted  in  their  respecf 
tive  counties,  and  send  them  under  a  militia  o$c^  ^ 
soch  place  of  rendezvous  as  the  governour  and  coiif^ 
cil  shall  direct. 
Umikfi:^  .  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  all  collectors,  or  others 
^1^         possessed  of  montey  furnished  by  or  collected  from  anjr 
^sa,  ^w     division  or  divisions  for  the  purpose  of  the  saijcl  reci^ 


A«ooiinted     ^  act,  shall  render  accounts  thereof  .to  the  commisi- 

>^'  siouers  pf  tax  in  their  respective  counties,  on  or  before 

the  first  day  of  March,  one.  thousand  seven  bunfjred 

and  eighty*      And  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby 

direct^  and  required  to  report  the  same  to  the  aud^ 

.  ^^^^^  V'M  of  ptiblick  accounts,  who  shall  be  empowered  oo 

teniedf*       ^^  ^wentieib  day  of  the  March  general  court  to  moy^ 

,  fiir  judgments  against  any  persoi)  failing  to  accoimt 

with  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  the  balance  of  snch  nio^ 

p^y  remaining  in  his  bands. 

Be  it  enacted^  That  the  officers  comm.issioned  4n4i^ 
the  said  last  recited  act  shall  be  disbanded,  the  mini 
to  be  continued  in  service  agreeable  to  the  tenor,  aiid 
according  to  the  period  of  their  respective  eidistiiia^ 
andnolonger. 
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CHAP.  UI. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  Navy  of  this 
"  ■  •  commonwealth, 

WHEREAS  from  the  present  state  of  our  navy  it  Kcw  ^tnaA^ 
ts  found  expedient  to  reduce  the  number  of  vessels  now  ««^«*  <«  th« 
in  the  service  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  apply  the  ^^' 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  such  as  are  useless  in 
aid  of  the  publick  revenue,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Gene- 
ral  As$embly^  That  the  executive  be  empowered,  and  Certdn  ipe- 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  order  the  sale  of  the  ships  cified  rei- 

?artar  and  Dragon,  the  gallies  tienry,  Manly,  Hero,  J^^^^^ 
age,  Lewis,  and  Safe-Guard,  by  publick  vendue,  for 
reafly  money. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  the  executive  shall  have  Protiso. 
power  to  retain  for  the  state,  such  of  the  said  vessels 
only  as  can  consistently  with  the  publick  interest  be 
empldyed  in  the  commercial  concerns  of  this  com- 
Imonwealth. 

Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  ship  Thetis,  the  brig  certain  tpe- 
Jefierson,  the  Accomack  and  Deligence  gallies,  the  cifiedTesielf 
*I^if)erty  and  Patriot  boats,  be  retained  in  the  navy  of  ^^  rctain- 
*tbis  state,  and  that  the  executive  take  order  that  thev 
jbe'equiped  and  manned  with  all  deligence,  as  vessels 
bf  war.    The  executive  are  hereby  empowered  to  re- 
tain such  of  the  guns  and  other  materials  belonging 
tq  the  vessels  by  thb  act  directed  to  be  sold,  as  they 
^shatl  judge  useful,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the  com- 
iponweahli. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  Gloucester  be  retained  in  Prifonibip, 
ifie'ser^iceof  this  state  as  a  prison  ship';  that  the  Tem- 
pest be  retained  until  the  Thetis  be  ready  for  the  sea; 
tind  then  the  executive  are  empowered  and  directed 
to  sell  or  employ  the  said  ship  as  a  merchantman, 
they  shall  think  it  expedient  and  for  the  publick  in- 
terest. 

Be  it  enacted^  That  a  boat  of  the  like  construction 
of  the  boats  Liberty  and  Patriot  he  procured  and  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  this  state,  as  a  lookout  boat« 
and  that  the  executive  take  order  herein. 
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CHAR  LIU. 

{Chan-Bcv.^^  ^ctJoT  the  Tecovert/  of  arms  J  cat- 
p.i»l  tle^  horses^  and  other  property  be- 

hnging  to  the  commonwealth^  or  to 

the  United  States. 

Articles  be-     I.  WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  the  general  as* 

longing  to     sembly,  that  divers  persons  within  this  commonweaUh 

U^'t^d^^'  ®'  are  in  possession  of  arms,  cattle,  horses,  or  other  prO'- 

Stal^how  perty  belonging  to  this  state^  or  the  United  States,«ancl 

recovti»d    It  is  expedient  that  such  persons  should  be  compelled 

^om  those    ^^  deliver  such  articles  to  some  office^  of  the  line,  of 

theuDlawful  ^^  the  staff  in  the  service  of  this  stote,  or  of  the  Uniti^ 

poMeision.    States,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  where  any  per*' 

SOD  shall  be  found  not  legally  possessed  of  any  bullock 

or  other  cattle,  on  any  horse  or  horses,  or.  arms  ber 

longing  to  this  state,  or  to  the  United  States,  aojr  offi- 

cer  of  the  line,  or  of  the  staff  in  the  service  of  this  state, 

or  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  commepcf 

his  action  or  petition  in  his  own  name  against  die  de^ 

linquent  for  the  recovery  thereof,  with  full  costs  of  suit, 

to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  commonwealth^ 

as  the  case  may  be.     Tlie  county  courts  are  hereby 

empowered  and  required  to  proceed  to  the  trial  of^aQjr 

suit  or  petition  commenced  as  aforesaid,  in  prefei^nce 

to  all  .private  suits,  and  to  award  execution  for  restitn*' 

tion  of  the  effects  and  costs  of  suit,  and  shall  traiwiB& 

to  the  governour  and  council,  copies  of  their  proceed^ 

ings  in  such  suits,  that  the  plaintiff  may  be  am^imw 

to  their  order  as  to  the  disposition  of  any  properly  ^p 

recovered. 


^. 
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CHAP.  UV. 

An  act  for  making  an  adeqiiate  pro- 
vision  for  the  officers  of  govern^ 
;  rnenl. 

WHEREAS  the  provision  made  for  the  treasurer 
of  this  commonwealth  is  quite  inadequate  to  his  senx" 
ce$, ^Bt  itiherefon  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the ^j^^^jj^*^ 
passing  of  this  act,  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  ^^* 
fhaH  receive  in  lieu  of  his  present  salary,  the  sum  of 
$ve  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and  be  empowered 
i}  «mptoy  such  and  so  many  clerks  as  he  may  judge 

rfssary,  the  whole  expense  of  whom  to  be  paid  by 
piAilick,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
$Ve  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

jind  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  several  officers 
herein  aifter  mentioned  shall,  for  their  respective  servi- 
ces, be  entitled  to  the  following  salaries,  to  be  paid 
obt'oT  the  poblick  treasury,  in  quarterly  payments, 
ifter  the  same  shall  have  been  audited  according  to 
law:  To  the  governour  or  chief  magistrate  of  this  com-  Govenior. 
iit6nwealth,  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred 

Siimds  per  annum;  To  the  members  of  the  privy  coun*  Members  of 
,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  to  ^*"*^*- 
te  divided  among  them  agreeable  to  their  attendance 

;      dnihe  duties  of  their  office:  To  the  judges  of  the  high  j«d^s. 

I      d»urt  of  chancery,  the  general  court,  and  the  court  of 
iiiiniralty,  for  their  services  in  their  respective  office^ 
ies  well  as  in  the  court  of  appeals,  the  sura  of  one  thou- 
%tbff  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  eachi    To  each  Auditoii. 
aufitor  of  publick  accounts,  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds  per  annum:    To  the  members  of  the  board  o(^  ^.         -. 
war,  the  sura  of  three  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  bf^r^  ^f 
each:    To  the  members  of  the  board  of  trade,  the  sum  war,  and  of 
of  three  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  each:  To  the  at-  ^'•*^!F* 
tomey  general,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  geiieiaL™*^ 
pounds  per  annum:    To  the  clerks  of  the  privy  coua-      Clerks  of 
cil,  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  ^l« 
each:  To  the  clerks  of  the  auditors,  the  boards  of  war  Sfton!^"' 
and  trade,  each,  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds  boards  of 
per  annum,  in  lieu  ot,  and  not  in  addition  to,  the  sala-  war  fe  trade« 
ries  which  they  respectively  receive  at  present.     This 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after  the 
passing  thereof,  for  and  during  tbe  term  of  one  year. 
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AT  A 
BEGUN   AND   HELD 

At  the  PubVic  Buildings  m  the  Tovra  ThoaM  jcf, 
o{  Richmond,  on  Monday  the  first  da^  ^JJ^Sl^' 
oi  May,  in  the  ^ear  of  onr  Lord  one 
thousand  se\en  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  in  the  fourth  ^ear  of  the  com- 
monv^ealth. 


CHAP.  I  * 

An  act  to  embody  militia  for  the  re^ 
lief  of  South  Carolina^  and  for  other 
purposes. 

WH£REAS  a  dangerous  invasion  of  South  Caro-  preamble. 
Una  oow  threatens  the  loss  of  the  capital  of  that  state, 
and  the  troops  engaged  in  its  defence  may  be  over- 
powered by  snperiour  numbers,  if  timely  aid  be  not 
sent  to  them.  And  as  it  is  incumbent  upon  this  state, 
on  every  principle  of  policy  and  good  neighbourhood, 
to  assist  our  friends  and  fellow  citizens  in  distress,  as 

rdily  and  efiectually  as  possible;  Be  it  enacted  by  v-^^^    ^_ 
General  Assembly,   That  two  thousand  five  .bun-  derate  re' 
dred  infantry  be  forthwith  called  into  service,  in  legal  Met  of  South 
lolalioD,  from  the  ihllowing  counties,  and  in  the  fol-  <^oTolina. 
lowing  proportions  (to  serve  three  months  from  the 
tiBie  of  their  joining  the  army  in  South  Carolina,  if 
not  sooner  discharged)  that  is  to  sav:    From  PittsyU 
vania,  ninety  seven  men;  from  Bed&rd,  two  hundred 
and  two  men;  from  Halifax,  one  hundred  and  forty 

^  In  the  origtoal  none  of  the  acts  of  this  setaion  are  number- 
ed by  chapters,  nor  are  they  separated  by  udiona, — Such  only  aa 
were  jnibiished  in  the  Chan,  Rev.  will  be  so  noted  in  this  edition. 
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one  men;  from  Charlotte,  eighty  nine  men;  from  Meek* 
lenburg,  one  handred  and  twenty  eight  men;  from 
Prince  Edward,  seventy  five  men;  from  Amelia,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  four  men;  from  Luneqburg,  eighty 
three  men;  from  Dinwiddie,  one  hundred  men;  from 
Brunswick,  one  hundred  and  sixty  one  men;  from 
'  Buckingham,  eighty  fotir  men;  from  Amherst^  one 
hundred  and  thirty  five  men;  from  Powhatan,  forty 
seven  men;  from  Cumberland,  sixty  one  men;  from 
Chesterfield,  one  hundred  and  fourteen   men;  from 
Qoochland,  seventy  five  men;  from  Louisa,  ninety  four 
men;  from  Henrico,  eighty  three  men;  from  Hanover, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  five  men;  from  Fluvanna,  forty 
men;  from  Caroline,  one  hundred  and  twentv  eight 
men;  from  Spotsylvania,  ninety  two  men;  from  Orange, 
eighty  men;  and  from  Henry,  one  hundred  and  eight 
men;  to  be  officered  and  commanded  as  is  herein  nner 
directed, 
wind  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
4mvou8.'^'^  That  so  soon  as  the  said  qudtats  shall  be  completed, 
they  shall  be  marched  without  delay  to  Hillsborough 
in  North  Carolina,  as  the  place  of  general  rendetvons; 
How  organ-  there  to  be  formed  into  four  regiments,  each  of  which 
ixed.  shall  be  commanded  by  a  colonel,  a  Kemenant  colo- 

nel, a  major,  ten  captains,  twenty  lieutenants,  ten  en- 
signs, and  the  usual  number  of  non-commissibned  bSir 
cers,  and  be  allowed  a  surgeon  and  surgeon's  mate,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  colonel,  or  other  oflicer  command^ 
ing  each  regknent  when  formed;  and  the  wht>le'  to  bjn 
under  the  command  of  a  brigadier  general,  Who,  to- 
gether with  the  £eld  officers,  shall  be  chosen  by  jtrini 
ballot  of  both  houses,  and  comitiissioiied  by  the  go- 
vernour;  and  the  captains  and  other  i^eriour  dfficers 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  respective  counties,  ih  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law  for  militia  drawn  into  ac^ 
toal  service.  i 

Discretiona-      Provided  always^  and  be  it  enacted,  That  the  brtga* 
«rcn^o7he  ^^^^  general  to  be  appointed  by  this  act,  may  use  H* 
general.        discj^tion  upon  a  view  of  the  then  circumstantes  and 
^  situation  of  tlie  enemy,  either  to  form  atkl  march  the 
militia  by  single  battalions  from  the  place  of  gerieriil 
rendezvous  as  soon  as  a  number  sufficient  to  form  a 
battalion  shall  arrive  there,  or  wait  the  coming  ofttve 
whole  two  thousand  five  hundredi  as  in  his  judgment 
may  best  conduce  to  the  purpose  of  relieving  Sottfi 
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Carplina  in  tiie  most  speedy,  pru<]eBt,  and  effectiial 
QNiAiier:  Any  thing  herein  before  contained  to  the  Gen- 
try notwithstanding. 

.  And  be  U farther  enacted^  That  the  pay  Df  the  mititii  Pay,  ntioaii 
hereby  called  iiup  service,  shall  be  as  foiloweth:    Fof  *^.^  *he 
tbe  brigadier  .genera],  one  hnndred  and  ^^^DV  fi^*  l^lSjo  sw^ 

G)tfnds  of  tobacco^  and  ten  rations  per  day;  for  a  co*  yice. 
^  pel,  sixty  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  six  rations  a  day; 
a  lieutenant  colonel,  6fty  five  pounds  of  tobacco,  and 
five  rations;  a  mi^or,  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  £binr 
rations;  a  captain,  forty  pounds  of  tobacco^  and  three 
rjQuUoQs;  h'eutenants  each,  thirty  pounds  of  tobacco, 
^nd  two  rations;  an  ensign,  twenty^pounds  of  tobacco, 
and  .two  rations;  an  aid  de  camp  to  the  brigadier  gen* 
ml,£fxy  pounctff  of  tobacco,  and  four  rations;  tbebri* 
ga4e  nvajoTt  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  four  ra^ns; 
>' brigade  quartermaster,  forty  pqunds  of  tobacco,  and 
three  rations;  an  adjutant  and  quarter  master,  fifteen 
pounds  of  ,tQba«:co  each*  in  addition  to  their  pay  as 
officers  in  the  lilfe;  a  Serjeant  mayor,  twelve  and  a  half 
Ipoi^ds  of  tobacco,^  and  one  ration;  a  surgeon^  fifiy 
pounds  of  tobacco,  and  (bar  rations;  a  surgeon's  mate, 
tbrty  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  two  rations;  a  serjeant, 
ten  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  one  ration;  a  corporal, 
eight  and  an  half  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  one  ration; 
%jquairtcr  master's  serjeant,  twelve  and  an  half  pounds 
pf  tobacco,  and  one  ration;  a  drummer  and  fifer  the 
$ftine  as  a  corporal;  and  the  privates  each,  seven  and 
dO  half  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  one  ration  per  day* 
AJod  where  back  rations  shall  be  due  to  any  officer,  to 
be  appointed  under  this  act,  that  the  same  ^hall  be  paid 
for  at  the  rate  of  two  pounds  and  an  half  of  tobacco 
for  every  cation  so  due. 

.  And  whereas  the  use  of  cavalry  hatb  been  found  sin-  Troop  of  ct« 
galarly  serviceable  in  South  Carolina;   Be  it  enacted  valry  how 
by  ike  authority  aforesaid^  That  a  troop  of  fifty  horse  f«»«<* 
be  raised  in  the  following  manner:    That  fifty  of  the 
men  herein  before  directed  to  be  called  into  service  as 
infantry,  be  formed  into  a  troop  of  bavalry,  if  so  ma* 
ny  shall  be  willing  to  find  their  own  horsey,  to  be  com* 
manded  by  a  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  a  cornet;  to 
be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  govemourf 
with  advice  of  council;  and  that  the  captain's  pay  shall 
be  the  pay  of  ^  major  of  infantry,  the  lieutenant  of  a 
captain  of  infantry,  and  the  comet  andquwrter  master 
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of  a  lieatenant  of  iafantry;  quarter  master's  serjeaoif 
Serjeants,  twelve  pounds  and  an  half  of  tobacco  eecbf  ' 
and  one  ration;  corporals  ten  pounds  oftdbacooaad 
one  ration  eatb;  and  eiich  private  horseman,  tenpounds 
of  tobacco,  and  olie  ration  per  day;  tbaic  they  rendet* 
vous  at  Petersburg  in  Virginia  without  delays  there  to 
be  equipt  with  the  proper  furniture.      And  be  it  far^ 

niMOihcd"'^  <Acr  enacted,  That  if  any  person  so  finding  a  borse^ 
shall  lose  him  in  the  pubHck  service,  without  any  de« 
fault  of  the  loser,  that  in  suth  case,  the  owner  shall  be 
paid  by  the  publick  for  his  horse  so  lost.  Add  if  so 
many  as  fifty  men  of  the  above  drafts  cannot  be  found 
wrlKn^  to  furnish  a.  horse  each,  that  then  any  number 
of  volunteers  that  shall  be  willing  to  find  borses,  be 
received  in  the  corps  aforesaid,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  pay  and  other  emoluments  as  the  rest  of  the  troopi 
And  whereas  the  necessity  of  waggons  to  attend  the 
ro^dfST'^'  troops  is  indispensable,  and  it  having  been  found  by 

^  ^  ^  experience  that  they  cannot  be  obtained  in  sufficient 
numbers,  without  power  to  impress  the  same;  Be  it  «* 
naeted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  l^hat  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  governour,  with  the  advice  of 
council,  to  authorize  any  quarter  master  to  impress 
^^  and  take  into  the  publick  service,  for  the  use  oSf  the 

gons.^'^**^'  army,  as  many  waggons  as  the  nature  of  the  service 
may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  governour  and  council,  :de« 
mand;  and  that  for  every  waggon,  team,  and  dtWe^ 
so  impressed,  shall  be  paid  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco 
per  day,  and  be  found  as  usual.  And  to  the  end  that 
the  bounty  heretofore  directed  by  the  general  assem* 
biy  to  be  paid  to  the  militia  that  lately  served  in  Soutii^ 
Carolina  may  be  paid  in  a  manner  most  agoeeable'la 

Bounty.  ^^^  respective  claimants;  Be  it  enacted.  That  every  peir 
son  entitled  to  receive  a  bounty  of  forty  pounds,  undtf . 
a  resolve  of  the  assembly,  passed  at  the  last  session 
shall  have  bis  option,  either  to  receive  the  said  bouBr 
ty  of  forty  pounds,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  three  busfaekof 
salt,  which  the  governour  and  council  will  provide  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 
Mofiey  ad-      And  whereas  it  may  be  necessary,  that  some  mon0 

vtnct^d.  be  paid  in  advance  to  the  militia  Jiereby  .called  into, 
service;  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  sura  of  fifty  pounds 
be  advanced  to  every  soldier  at  the  place  of  rendes* 
vous,  to  be  hereafter  deducted  from  bis.  pay,  atih&n^ 
of  twelve  shillings  per- pound,  for  every  pound  of  tot 
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WcOo  that  shall  be^cbie.      And  be  ii  farther  enacUdt 
TIm  the  conncy  lieut^naoti  or  next  commandiog  ofll-   i^^P^^"  ^ 
cet  'of  each  respective  county,  with  five  other  officers,  Jj^i^^^ 
aettbelow  the  rank  of  captaitii  or  a  majority  of  them,  Tiee. 
shaN,'^  without  delay,  determine  on  such  and  so  many         * 
divisions  of  the  militia  wbos6  tour  of  duty  renders  it 
thtirtum  to  serve,  and  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  com- 
plete the  quota  of  the  county  directed  by  this. act.  And 
if  any  officer  shall  refuse  to  act,  not  having  ^  reason-,      pin^  on 
aMe  excuse  when  ordered  into  service,  according  ta  officers  and 
W^  ttwr  of  doty  or  shall  endeavour  to  dl<;suade  or  pre^  pnrates,  for 
veMiRiy  other  officer  or  soldier  from  engaging  or  en-  finqaendes. 
tertog-inio  such  actual  service;  such  ofl&cer  so  ofl^nd- 
ingf4h«il  be  cashiered,  and  moreover  shall  be  turned 
im^lhe  ranks  and  serve  as  a  common  soldier  during 
tli^'time  the  detachment  to  which  he  belongs  shall 
cil^firine  in  service.    If  any  non-commissioned  officer  Refiisbgto 
oi^soldter  shall  (ail  to  attend  when  summoned,  not  ha-  march, 
vmg  u  just  and  reasonable  excuse,  or  itefuse  to  march 
wkeiki  6rdered  into  actual  service  according  to  his  tour 
of  dtirty,  or  find  an  able  bodied  man  in  his  room,  .or 
staHH  while  in  service,  mutiny  or  desert,  and  thereof  Mutiny  and 
shall  be  convicted  after  due  summons- of  ail  or  any  of  desertion. 
th§ee  oiences  before  a  court  martial,  to  be  held  at  the 
Qfifll  place  in  the  county,  by  the  lieuunanl  or  chief 
cdtntnanding  officer,  with  the  field  officers  and  cap- 
tahs^  or  a  majority  of  them,  within  ten  days  afler  the 
day  Appointed  for  marching  such  militia  from  the  coun- 
ty, sneb  ofiender  shall  serve  as  a  regular  soldier  in  the 
traops  of  the  state  eight  months,  and  by  order  of  such 
court  martial,  be  ddivered  over  to  a  irecruiting  officer 
for  that  purpose,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governoun 
And  be  itfariher  enacted^  That  if  any  county  lieuten-    ' 
am  or^tber  officer,  shall  neglectvor  refuse  to  summon 
a  cMrt  martial  as  is  herein  befi^re  directed  for  fixing 
oh  the  divisions  whose  turn  it  may  be  to  serve,  or  shall 
fiiil'todisdiarge  the  duties  .by  this  act'ei^oioed;  every 
field  officer  so  ofiendiog,  shall  forfeit  ap^  p^y  fiye  thon- 
sw4  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  every  captain  three  thou- 
sMd"  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  recovered  with  costs, 
by  btUf  plamt,  or  inlbmiation  in  any.coqrt  of  record, 
givitif^  ten  days  previous-notice  to  such  ofiender.     :   ,    Proybioafbe 

AvKch  whereas  it  is  just  and  reaspnable^  that  the.  faipi-  *»"**^*  ^ 
Vnss^of  sQch  poor  men  as  are  called  into  service  by  this  f^called 
^ct^  should  have  some  temporary  provision  made  for  into  scrriee* 
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thek  rapport,  during  the  absence  of  th^  hvsbi^u^iif 

friends.  Be  ii  tnccUd  by  the  mikwtity  ^fonsaid^  1^ 

the  commissioaers  of  the  taxes  io  the  several  coopllfD 

.:^.^    herein  before  named,  are  hereby  authorised  an^;!^ 

quired,  upon  applic^^n  to  them  made  for  suqh  j>rQf 

I'ision  as  aforesaid,  that  ihey,  or  a  majo^rity,  da  dirsfl 

a  reasonable  quantity  of  com  or  other  grat^  to  be  4^ 

K^red  to  sncb'poor  iamilies  from  iihe  publick,i)3M^ 

sines  of  grain,  colleeted  by  a  certain  act  of  asseoS^ 

entitled  **  An  act -for  laying  a  tax,  payable  in  cer^ 

enumerated  commodities,''  provided  .that  >  such  ^^^Uc^ 

anee  do  not  exceed  that  which  is  granted  in^mifir 

cases,  by  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  repeal  so  n^^ 

the  several  acts  of  assembly  which  empowers  thec<Mi^ 

ty  courts  to  make  provision  for  the  support .  c^^ 

wives,  parents,  and  iamilies  of  the  soldiers  of  this  sute 

in  the  service  of  this  commcHi  wealth,  or  in  the  service 

of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes.^     And 

that  where  the  grain  in  any  county  so  making  povi- 

sioo  shall  be  exhausted,  the  commissioners  of  tnettx 

for  such  county,  be  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  com- 

'  missioners  of  any  neighbouring  county  for  the  com 

they  may  want,  to  be  transported  at  the  publick  ex- 

peine,  and  such  expense  paid  by  the  treasurer  a{t^ 

lieing  audited  according  to  law. 


,CHAP.  IL 

(taian.  Rev.  An  uct  to  secuve  to  the  publick  cerffim 
i^^^i  lands  heretofore  held  a&  aomman, 

Vkttuxibk.        I-  WHEREAS  xertain  unappropriated  lafi4$  P^*e 
bay,  sea,  and  river  shores,  in  the  eastern  parfa  oC  dps 
'commonwealth,  have  been  heretofore  reserved  ^owp- 
'mon  to  all  the  citizens  thereof,  and  whereas  by  tbfb^iet 
See  sine  p.  *«f  g«n«ral  assembly  entitled  '*  An  act  for  eetaUufajtK 
SO.   '  a  land  office,  and  ascertaining  the  terms  and-  qnu^ier 

Of  grammg  waste  and  unappropriated  lanck^''  m^k- 
servation  thereof  is  made,  but  the  same  js^iiow  aolMct 
to  be  entered  for  and  appropriated  by  any  person  or 
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persons;  whereby  the  benefits  formerly  derived  to  the 
jAftllctL  therefrom,  vrilt  be  iaoiiopolised  by  a  few  iodlr 
tMaals,  aod  the  poor  laid  under  contribution  for  ex* 
theising  the  accustomed  privilege  of  fishing:   Be.  ii 
iUrt^e  enacted  by  the  Uenerd  AsienMyt  That  aH  Lndtontlie 
mkpptopriBLted  lands  on  the  bay  of  Chesapeake,  on  b»y<tf  Cbet* 
V'^a  shore,  or  on  the  shores  of  any  river  or  creek  J^T^e!^ 
iflHRi^  eastern  parts  of  this  commonwealth,  which  have  •luireiiof'ri^ 
iMdain^  ungranted  by  the  former  government,  and  vert  and 
iWikll  have  been  used  as  common  to  all  the  good  peo-  J^jJ^^JJ; 
pie  thei^of,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  except-  aacomaon, 
eif  dot  of  the  said  recited  act,  and  no  grant  issued  by  not  to  be 
tlf^lr^stei'or  the  land  office  for  the  same,  either  in  CT^nte^ 
d^ii^uence  of  any  survey  already  made,  or  which 
ttfiiy  hereafter  be  made,  shall  be  valid  or  effectual  in 
W(v;  to'pass  any  estate  or  interest  therein. 


CHAP.  Uh 

An  act  repealing  part  of  the  act  enti^  (Ch«ii.Bev. 
tied  an  act  for  sequestering  British  ^*  ^^^ 
property^  enabling  those  indebted  • 

to  British  subjects  to  pay  off  such 
debts^  and  directing  the  proceed- 
ings in  suits^  where  such  subjects 
are  parties. 

''^  BS  a  efiaaed  by  ike  Qeneral  Assembly,  That  so    so  m^  of 
DMH^  of  the  attested  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  act  §m  se^ 
kaodred  and  seventy  seven,  entitled  "An  act  for  se-  S"^?*^ 
^|«res«6ff?tig  BrUish  property,  enabling  those  indited  p^^^  l^' 
w  ^frrttiSh'Bubjects  to  pay  off  such  debts,  and  directing  m  allows    . 
lAe  p^oieee^gs  in  suits,  where  such  subjects  are  par-  debtors  to 
fc«i^  as  ettables  persons  owing  money  to  a  subject  of  g*J^  ^'^ 
4Mkt  Britain  to  pay  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof  in-  tke  treasury 
WtbS^poblick  loan  office,  and  obtain  certifi^te  of  sncb  repealed. 
HM^menrin  the  name  of  the  creditor,  shall  be,  and  the 
WM  h  Iverdiy  repealed. 
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GHAP.  IV. 

An  act  to  empower  the  Justices  of 
Spotsylvania  county  to  hold  courts 
in  the  house  of  John  Holladay.  " 

Court  of  WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  general  assem- 
apotivlvwiia  jj]^^  jj^jjj  ji^^  courthouse  in  the  town  of  Fredcrickslwirg 
house  of  ^"^  county  of  Spotsylvania,  is  rendei*ed  unfit  for  hold- 
John  Holla-  ing  courts  in;  Be  it  therefore  enaciQdf  That  the  Justi- 
d«y*  ces  of  tlhe  peace  in  the  said  county  shall,  from  and  af- 

ter the  passing  of  this  act,  hold  their  sessions  at  the 
house  of  John  Holladay,  until  the  new  conrtbouseuo^ 
building  in  the  said  county  shall  be  completed. 


CHAP.  V. 

pJm!]^*^*  i4n  act  to  empower  the  shei^ij/  oj  Hen- 
rico to  summon  a  grand  jury^  and 
for  explaining  the  several  acts,  oj 
assembly  respecting  the  wages  of 
the  memher^s  of  the  general  assem- 
My. 

Sheriff  of  I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That 
Hennco  to  j|^g  sheriff  of  Henrico  county  shall  before  ever^v  scs- 
grand  jury  sion  01  the  general  court,  so  long  as  the  same  may 
for  general  continue  to  be  held  in  the  said  county,  summon  a  grand 
court,  jury  of  twenty  four  freeholders,  either  within  or  with- 

out his  county  to  attend  the  said  court,  anysixtecirof 
whom  appearing,  shall  be  a  sufficient  number.       And 
y  the  said  sheriff  or  his  deputies,  shall  also  perforiA  the 

same  services  to  the  several  superiour  courts  to  beheld 
^  in  the  said  county,  as  the  sheriffs  of  the  cdDntTi^V  of 

%  York  and  James  City  have  heretofore  4ischarged.  ^ 
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11.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the  eon- 
stniction  of  the  several  acts  of  assembly,  for  fixing  and  m^JSri  o? 
paying  the  allowance  of  the  members  of  the  general  as-  general  ••- 
sembly,  and  ioconveniencies  have  also  been  occasioned  ■cmbly,  pay- 
from  the  fluctuating  price  of  tobacco,  and  of  the  rates  of  ^J^*"  i^ 
the  nec^i»ary  expenses  of  the  said  members:  To  reme-  estiiuited  in 
dy  which,  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  grand  jury  at  each  money, 
and  every  of  the  four  annual  sessions  of  the  general 
court,  shall  upon  oath,  estimate  ip  money  the  value  of 
the  tobacco  then  due,  or  to  become  due  to  the  mem- 
bers of.  the  general  assembly,  according  to  the  worth 
thereof  at  the  time  of  such  valuation,  and  the  compe«> 
tehee  of  the  same  to  defray  the  necessary  and  reason- 
ablb  expenses  of  travelling  and  attendance;  and  the 
last  valuation  of  such  tobacco  shall  always  be  the  rule 
by  which  the  said  allowance  shall  be  settled,  and  paid 
to  the  several  members,  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
regulations  prescribed  by  law;  provided  that  nothing 
contained  in  this  act,  shall  affect  the  wages  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  present  general  assembly,  until  the  13th 
Instant,  June^ 


CHAP.  VI. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an 
act  to  embody  militia  Jbr  the  relief 
of  South  Carolina^  and  for  other 
purposes. 

.WHEREAS  by  the  reduction  of  Charlesiown,  and  ^^°^«"»*^^  ^^ 
the  subsequent  movements  of  the  enemy,  it  hath  be-  fn^^^eral 
come  inexpedient  to  rendezvous  at  Hillsborough,  the  to  direct  the 
miliua  lately  ordered  into  service  for  the  defence  of  rendezvous 
South  Carolina;  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  governour  t°a,*^pd?red 
with  the  advice  of  council,  or  the  general  command-  totherelier 
ing  such  militia,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  autho-  of  South  Ca 
riled  and  empowered  to  direct  the  rendezvous  of  the  'o^*"*- 
said  militia,  at  any  place  or  places  whatsoever,  that 
the  publick  service  ipay  require. 
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CHAP.  VU. 

^i^^Bev.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  regulating  the  fees  of  the 
register  of  the  land  office^  and  for 
oUier  purposes. 

^j  ^^  I.  WHEREAS  the  fees  allowed  by  law  to  the  register 
of  of  the  land .  office  are  very  inadequate  to  the  trouble 
officr*  s^nd  expense^  of  conducting  the  business  thereof*  Be  it 
therefore  enacted^  That  the  register  of  the  land  office 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  fees  herein  after  menUoned,  io 
be  paid  by  the  party  at  whose  instance  an^  such  ser* 
vice,  shall  be  performed,  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  r^ 
quiring  the  same,  that  is  to  say:  For  issuing  a  war; 
rant  oF survey,  and  recording  the  same,  thirty  pounds 
of  tobacco;  for  recording  the  rights  or  certificates  upon 
^hich  such  warrant  of  survey  is  founded,  ten  pounds 
of  tobacco;  for  everv  warrant  issued  in  exchange  .of 
another  warrant,  or  where  lands  claimed  under  a  for- 
mer warrant  shall  be  recovered  upon  a  caveat,  and  rer 
cording  tlie  same,  thirty  pounds. of  tobacco;  for  re- 
ceiving a  plat  and  certificate,  and  giving  a  receipt  for 
the  same,  five  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  issuing  and  re* 
cording  a  grant,  thereupon  if  the  quantity  therein  con* 
tained  exceed  not  four  hundred  acres,  sixty  pounds  of 
tobacco;  for  every  hundred  acres  exceeding  that  of 
ibur  hundred,  five  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  recording  n 
pUt  and  certificate  of  survey,  if  the  quantity  does  n.qt 

uhu^^*  *^'  exceed  four  hundred  acres,  twenty  pounds  of  tobaqq); 
vicci.^  *^'"  ^'  every  hundred  acres  exceeding  that  quantity, .  £ve 
pounds  of  tobacco;  for  entering  a  caveat,  or  for  n^jcopy 
thereof,  twenty  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  a  copy  pf  aqy 
grant  or  patent  of  land,  thirty  pounds  of  tobacco;  /or 
a  search  for  any  thing,  or  for  reading  the  same,,  if  i^ 
copy  be  not  required,  ten  pounds  of  tobacco;  fojt,  re- 
cord^ig  a  list  of  certificates  proved  in  any  couo^ 
court,  or  allowed  by  the  commissioners  of  any  ^d^tricl, 
oir  for  keeping  a  regular  account  of  warranty,  ^aoQ* 
ined  and  cancelled,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on  the 
auditors  warrant  for  each  certificate,  or  warrant  ^eon- 
lained  in  such  list,  three  pounds  of  tobacco*        ., 

Sorveyot's      H.  And  be  it  farther  enactedy.  That  every  surveyor^ 
feet.  instead  of  the  former  allowance  given  by  la^^i-slftsd]  he 
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eaiided  to  receive  the  following  fees  for  the  services 
herein  after  mentioned,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  em« 
ploying  iiim:  For  every  survey  by  him  plamly  bound- 
ed as  the  law  directs,  and  for  a  plat  oif  sueb  survey, 
9&er  the  delivery  of  such  plat,  where  tlie  survey  shall 
QOt  iexceed  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  every  hundred  acres 
contained  in  one  survey  above  four  hundred,  fiAeen 
pounds  of  tobacco;  for  surveying  a  lot  in  a  town^  twen- 
ty pounds  of  tobacco;  and  where  the  surveyor  shall 
be  stopped  or  hindered  from  finishing  a  survey  by  him 
begon^  to  be  paid  by  the  party  who  ret{uired  the  sur* 
vey  to  be  made,  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds 
of  tobinrco;  for  running  a  dividing  line,  one  hundred 
atvd  twenty  five  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  surveying  ad 
ajfte  of  land  for  a  mill,  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco;  for 
tvety  swVey  of  land  formerly  patented,  and  which 
shall  be  required  to  be  surveyed,  and  for  a  plat  there- 
of delivered  a^  aforesaid,  the  same  fee  as  for  land  not 
before  surveyed;  and  where  a  survey  shall  be  made  of 
9Ltiy  lands  ii^htch  are  to  be  added  to  other  lands,  in  an 
inclusive  patent,  the  surveyor  shall  not  be  paid  a  se- 
cond fee  for  the  land  first  surveyed,  but  shall  only  re- 
c^ie  wHkt  the  survey  of  the  additional  land  shall 
amount  4o;  and  where  any  surveys  have  been  actually 
Kt^ie  of  several  (Parcels  of  land  adjoining,  and  seversJ 
irtats  tlefivered;  if  the  party  shall  desire  one  inclusive 
«iaf  thereof,  the  surveyor  shall  make  out  such  pJat  for 
^y  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  running  a  dividing  lineb^ 
Iwe^  any  <Joonty  or  parish,  to  be  paid  by  such  respec- 
^to  counties  or  parishes  in  proportion  to  the  number 
lof  tith^bles,  if  ten  miles  or  under,  five  hundred  pounds 
of  tobacco;  and  for  evei'y  tnile  above  ten,  fifteen  poiUHb 
if^obacci:^;  for  receiving  a  warrant  of  survey,  and  giv- 
ing a.  receipt  therefor,  ten  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  re- 
cording B  certificate  from  the  commissioners  of  any 
district  of  a  claim  to  land  allowed  by  them,  to  be  paid 
A)y  tUe  claimant,  ten  pounds  of  tobacco;  for  making 

an  entr}  for  land,  or  for  a  copy  thereof,  ten  pounds 

6ftoba€<:e^Nfor  a  copy  of  a  plat  of  land,  or  of  a  certi- 
**  Scare  of  Purvey,  fifteen  pounds  of  tobacco. 
'  HI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  every  witn^s  al^    WitneM«t 

tending  upon  summons  the  high  court  of  chancery,  •Uowsace. 
•gene^^  court,  or  coiirtof  admiralty;  and  every  witness, 

veDtre-m«ki,  or  shertfi^  atteiiding  the  general  couVI  in 
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criminal  cases,  shall  be  paid  sixty  pounds  of  tobacco 
for  each  day^s  attendance,  and  two  pounds  of  tobacco 
per  mile  for  travelling,  and  their  ferringeft;  and  every 
witness  attending  upon  summons  in  any  county,  or 
other  inferiour  court,  or  upon  a  survey  of  lands,  shall 
be  paid  twenty  five  pounds  of  tobacco  for  each  days 
attendance;  and  if  residing  in,  and  summoned  out  of 
another  county,  the  same  allowance  for  travelling  aad 
Tobacco  ferriages  as  witnesses  in  the  superiour  courts.      And 
feea,  how      that  all  persons  who  shall  hereafter  become  chargea- 
payable  in    |jj^  ^^ith  tobacco  for  any  of  the  services  mentioned  in 
money.         ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^  entitled'  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  ftx 
the  better  regulating  and  collecting  certain  officers- 
fees,   and  for  other  purposes,"  shall  at  their  election 
discharge  the  same,  either  in  transfer  tobacco  not^, 
or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  at  such  rate  as  shall  be  esti-? 
mated  by  the  grand  jury,  at  each  of  the  sessions  of  the 
general  court,  in  the  months  of  Jtme  and  October  ta 
every  year;  confining  themselves  in  making  such  esti- 
mate, to  fix  the  same  at  one  half  of  the  average  price 
of  crop  tobacco,  which  shall,  and  is  hereby  de^^ared 
to  be  the  rate  at  which'  the  said  tobacco  fees  due,  or- 
becoming  due  between  every  estimate,  shall  be  paid  Jo 
money.     The  clerk  of  the  general  court  shall,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  every  estimate,  furnish  the  register  of 
the  land  office,  and  the  clerks  of  the  county  ccMirtS 
each,  with  a  copy  of  snch  estimate;  that  tothe  register 
to  be  by  him  constantly  kept  in  his  office,  and  tbose 
to  the  clerks  to  be  by  them  recorded. 
Marshal's     IV.  And  whereas  the  allowance  heretofore  made  to 
allowance,     the  marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty  is  very  inadequate 
of  admiralty.  ^^  j^j^  ^jg,^  ^^^  trouble;  Re  it  therefore  enaeted.  That 
the  marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  taking  clmr^ 
of,  and  selliiig  any  vessel  or  cargo,  the  tackle,  appift* 
rel,  or  furnkure  of  any  vessel,  agreeable  to  the  sentenee 
of  the  said  court,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  instead 
of  the  allowance  heretofore  made  him  by  law,  two  per 
centum  commission  upon  the  amount  of  every  stich 
sale.      So  much  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  rege- 
lating tobacco  fees,  and  for  other  purposes;'*  and  of  an 
act  entitled  **  An  act  for  punishing  persons  guilty  df 
certain  thefts  and  forgeries,  and  fixing  the  allowiiriiee 
to  sheriffs,  veniremen,  and  witnesses  in  certain  cas^s,** 
as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  is  hereby  r^ 
pealed,' 
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CHAP.  Vill. 

4n  act  Jar  procuring  a  supply  of pro^ 
visions  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
use  of  the  army. 

WHEM&AS  in  the  pre&ent  atanoing  and  critical  f^ei^istti 
situation  of  the  war  with  a  powerful  enemy  in  the 
iMghboizring  southern  states,  it  may  be  indispensably 
necessary  to  provide  and  collect  in  proper  places,  witir 
the  utmost  expedition,  large  stores  of  provtsioost  ei- 
ther to  supply  our  own  militia  or  continental  troops, 
or  for  supplying  the  troops  sent  by  our  good  allies  to 
the  assistance  of  these  United  States;  Be  it  macied  by 
the  General  Assembly^  That  the  governour,  with  the 
2tdviee  of  coimcil,  be  empowered  to  appoini  commis* 
doners  in  such  counties,  within  this  commonwealth,  as 
tltey  may  think  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  act  into  execution. 

:  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  each  and  every  ConuaisBictt* 
of  the  commissioners,  before  they  enter  upon  the  exe*  «»  ♦«  pro- 
cuiion  of  (heir  trust,  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  SI!Ii^5I?i3» 
affirmation,  which  may  be  administered  by  any  jus-^  mn^,  by 
^ce  of  the  peace  in  the  county  for  which  the  said  com*  pHwiisM  at 
ntissioiiers  shall  be  respectively  appointed,  to  wit:  "J  JJJJJJ*" 
A.  B«  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  I  will  diligently  ami 
fai^uUy,  without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality,  exe- 
cute the  duty  and  trust  reposed  in.*me  by  an  act  of  the 
general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  An  .  .  .  .. 
act  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  and  other  ne*>  ..   t 

^eisaries  for  the  use  of  the  nrmy."  Be  it  enacted^ 
That  all  and  every  of , the  commissioners  appointed 
aadqualified  as  before  directed,  sliall  have  power  and 
auttuNTity,^  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  examine 
into  the  state  and  quantity  of  the  provisions  in  the 
possession  of  every  person  and  family  within  their  re- 
spective counties,  wliere  they  shall  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve such  supplies  may  be  obtained,  and  to  purchase 
the  same,  at  such  prices  as  are  herein  after  stated.  And 
if  the  holder  of  suci^  provisions  or  other  necessaries 
^all  refuse  |U>  sell  the  same»  then  the  said  commission- 
er  shall  seize  the  same  for  the  puhlick  use,  under  the 
following  restrictions  and  limitations.     Provided  ne* 
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vertfaetassy  ^t  the  xotDniAsioiiers  shM  hsavi^b'tfaei 
hands  of  the  taverns-keepers,  a  sufficient  qttanfily  •f: 
.  6iKh  enameritted  articles,  not  only  lor  the  ase  of  thC 
family  of  such  tavern-keeper,  but  as  nuKh  as  may  bir- 
necessary  for  the  accustomed  consumption  of  such  ta*' 
vern.      The  commissioners  aforesaid  shall  tender  t€h 
each  bolder^  for  all  provisions  he  ca»  dpare,  receiptei^ 
or  certificates  for  the  same,  at  the  rales,  and  upon  the^^ 
Mplrted  conditions  hereafter  mentioned^  that  is  to  say;    Fbr 
prices.  pickled  berf,  twenty  four  shillings  per  pound;  Ibr  ealt**-* 

ed  pork,  thirty  shitting  per  pound;  far  bacon,  forty 
eight  shillmgs  per  pomid;  for  Indian  corn,  seven^ pounds 
per  bushel;  for  wheat,  twenty  pounds  per  bushel;  ib^ 
rye,  twelve  pounds  per  bushel;  for  oats,  fifve  pounds^ 
per  bushel;  for  pease,  eight  poonds  per  bushel;  for  sQ^ 
perfine  flour,  sixty  pounds  per  hundred  weight;  'fet'* 
common  flour,  fifty  pounds  per  hundred  weight;  fi>r^ 
ship  stufi^  forty  pounds  per  hundred  weiglit^  for  whit^' 
bisket,  seventy  five  pounds  per  hondfed  weight;  foif 
brown  bisket,  sixty  pounds  per  hundred  weight;  foi" 
West  India  rum,  thirty  pounds  per  gallon^  for  taflia/- 
twenty  pounds  per  gaUon;  for  brandy,  twenty  five> 
pounds  per  gallon;  for  corn  spirits,  fifteen  pounds  per** 
^  gallon;  for  allum  salt,  forty  pounds;  for  French  or  fi^' 

salt,  tbhrty  poonds  per  bushel;  provided,  that  the  sanfe^ 
exemption  from  seizure  of  salt  as  is  extended  td  the^ 
*^  importers  thereof  under  this  act,  shall  also  be  extend-*? 

ed  to  the  manufacturers  of  salt  within  this  commdi^>^ 
Cy^estes  wealth.     And  provided  also,  that  the  proof  herdiiia^' 
^j*^g^     ter  demanded  of  the  importer,  that  he  did  bona  fid#' 
wliare  pm* ''^P^^  ^  ^^^^  found  in  his  possesion,  sball^tt^ 
bla.  tend  to  prove  that  he  has  not,  subsequent  to  the  impb^ 

littioo,  sold  the  said  articles  to  another.  All  such  i^; 
ceipts.or  certificates  shall  be  payable  at  the  tveasarj^t 
wkhin  six  months  from  the  date,  with  an  interesrHC^ 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  thereon;  iLllowing  attrniyi'^ 
for  the  difference  of  vahne  between  the  timeof  paymeifl^ 
and  the  delivery  of  the  articles;  which  difference  thin* 
be  previously  settled  by  the  board  of  auditors,  at^c^Hd^ 
tng  to  the  respective  prices  of  tobacco;  or  othera^ 
any  person  holding  such  receipt  or  certificate,  may  p^' 
them  to  the  collector  in  discharge  of  his  or  her  naif! 
money  tax,  or  his  or  her  next  specifick  t^x,  hr  like^ 
kind  and  quanttty. 
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t  Ani  be  iffartktr'eBuciedt  That  if  any  penra  iMi^ 
refase  to  shew  to  the  commissioners,  when  tliereto  re* 
qttiredy  his  stock  or  quantity  in  possession,  of  any  of 
the  above  enuaerated  articles,  the  said  commissioners  la  wh»i  ca- 
are  hereby  atitfaorized  and  required  to  break  open,  in  *^*>  ^*^ 
the  day  time,  any  house,  barn,  outhouse,  mill,  or  store-  ^^  '^ 
bo^,  or  other  outhouses  where  any  siteh  enumerated 
anicles  may  be  suspected  to  be;  and  seiae  and  take  in* 
to  bis  possession  for  the  publick  use  of  salted  beef, 
pork,  and  bacon,  the  surplus;  and  of  Indian  corn,  half 
the  surplus;  after  leaving  sudicient  for  the  use  oif  the 
family,  or  those  in  his  or  her  service,  to  the  first  day 
of  DeciMQber  next,  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  flour,  rum,  and 
oiher  spirits,  the  surplus;  after  leaving  sufficient  for  the 
use,  of  the  family  to  the  first*  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  also  a 
aaflicient  quantity  of  such  grain  for  seed  for  the  suc- 
c^iag  crop;  of  bisket,  salt,  rum  and  other  spirits  in. 
the  possession  of  any  person  or  persons,  for  sale,  not 
exceeding'one  half  <k*  the  quantity  on  liand.  If  flour 
should  be  seized  by  the  commissioners  in  the  posses- 
sion of  any  baker  or  bakers,  then  the -said  commissiou'- 
ers  may  store  the  same  with  such  baker  or  bakers  for 
the  purpose  of  being  made  into  bread,  paying  for  ba- 
king thereof  a  reasonable  allowance,  to  be  ascertained 
by  previous  contract,  should  the  person  in  whose  pos- 
session such  flour  shall  be  so  seized,  be  willing  to  un- 
dertake tbe  same;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  then  the  said 
comraitfsioniers  may  cause  the  same  to  be  removed  to  ■ 
sa^  other  place  as  they  may  judge  proper,  for  that 
or  any  other  purpose.  And  if  any  person  so  called 
on  by  tbe  commissioners  shall  wilfully  secrete  or  con- 
ceal any  of  the  before  enumerated  articles  in  liisorher 
possession,  he  or  she  so  secreting  or  concealing  the* 
same,  being  proved  guilty  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  treble  the  value  of  the 
articles  to  secreted  or  concealed;  to  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt  or  information,  instituted  in  any  court 
of  record  by  tl|e  said  commissioners,  or  either  of  them. 
Provided  always,  that  the  quantity  and  kind  of  any  of 
tbe  above  enumerated  articles,  to  be  collected  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  in  each  county,  may  be  farther  limited 
by  the  directions  of  the  governour,  with  the  advice  of 
coilncil,  as  tkcf  publick  exigence  may  permit.  And  to 
the  end,  that  such  limitation  may  be  the  more  propers- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


jlStf-  "  LAWS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

ly  directed,  the  cbmmissioners  to  be  appointed  by:thiil 
act  shall  make  monthly  returns  of  their  collections  W 
the  governoar.    Provided  also,  that  the  said  commit 
sioners  shall  not  seize  any  provisions  which  may  havA 
been  procured  for  the  use  of  the  crews  of  any  vessels^ 
if  the  quantity  so  procured,  be  not  more  than  sufficienc 
for  their  voyage;  and  that  any  articles  herein  before 
enumerated,*  which  sball  be  in  the  possession  -of  the 
importer  thereof,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
excepted  out  of  this  act. 
SlMtttaiid      Provided  aluHius  and  be  it  enacted ^   That  in  everjf 
%rMsp  >rta-    c^ise^  where  a  doubt  shall  arise,  whether  any  of  the  said 
^oa  of  pro-    enumerated  articles  have  been  imported  by  the  per^o(i 
9ToM^^^  or  persons  possessing  the  same,  the  proof  of  such  imw 
for,  portation  shall  be  upon  the  possessor.     Jlnd  be  itfiif^ 

ther  enacted^  That  the  said  commissioners  atid  each 
of  them  within  the  county  for  which  they  are  respect 
^vely  appointed,  be  authorised  and  required  to  t^rt 
and  give  certificates  for  the  same  in  manner  a&  befoi^ 
directed,  or  if  need  be,  to  seize  any  store^houses  for  tlie 
safe  keeping  the  said  enumerated  articles,  and  to  hire 
^  in  manqer  aforesaid^  or  if  need  be  to  impress  any  hor- 

ses, carriages,  and  their  drivers,  boats,  and  other  ves^ 
s^ls  and  their  crews  for  transporting  the  sanie^  and  to 
hire  persons  and  procure  materials  for  making  sacks, 
barrels,  or  other  proper  casks,  or  boxes  for  the  con* 
^^  ^    .      twining  Or  transporting  the  same;  and  in  general  lodo 
/'*g  ,  all  and  every  thing  which  may  be  needful  for  the  pro- 
'   curing,  collecting,  and  transporting  the  said  enutde- 
rated  articles,  to  such  places  either  within  or  without 
the  county,  as  sh^ll  be  directed  by  the  governpur  with 
the  advice  of  coqiicil:    AD  articles  seized  or  impressed 
^by  virtue  of  this  act,  s^ll  be  paid  for  WnU  certificates, 
'in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  before  directed  to  be 
paid  to  persons  willing  |o  sell  what  they  had  to  sfferc 
Vorg^gor      w3/id  6e  it  farther  enacted^  That  any   persoih.who 
i^'wJl^'    shall  forge,  counterfeit,  aker,  Or  erase,  any  cf mfieale 
iS!ffice^*   granted  or  directed  to  be  granted  by  this  acffc,  or  sb^ 
ftteit  ^v. -pass. or  tender  such  counterfeits  in  payment,  ki^Q^fji^ 
ynuAahl».   ijjgjij  jQ  ijg  g,,  countwfeited,  altered,  or  erased,  o»  ^i^ 
'  -be  aiding,  abetting,  or  as^ting  in  such  for^er^:n^ 
^  ^  cointevfeiting,  alteriitg,  erasing,  on  tendering,  sliadbe 
deemed  guilty  ef  felony  without  benefit  of  clei^y^^md 
ihalL  suffer  death.    The  courtuf  the  county  fhalliM* 
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au9sioners  for  their  expense  and  trouble,  wliich  beiog;; 
cgmoained,  and  the  erroars  corrected  by  the  auditors 
for  publick  accouutSy  shall  be  paid  by  the  trei^surer. 
Any  comqaissioner  .who  shall  be  so  appointed,  and  re* 
fiMMig  or  neglecting  to  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
suoi  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  the  use  of  the  com* 
RHNiweallh,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  by  action  of 
debt  or  information  in  any  court  of  record.  The  ope- 
radon  of  this  act  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  seizure  of 
salt,  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  that  article  pur* 
cbaBed  by,  and  in  quantities  suited  to  the  wants  of,  the  ^  ^ 
owners  for  their  private  use,  which  may  be  in  the  cus- 
tody of  any  other  person  (the  onus  probandi  of  such 
ptirchase^  to  lie  on  the  person  in  possession)  and  shall 
cease  on  the  first-day  of  August  next;  and  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  any  other  matter  or  thing  therein  contained, 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  ten  days  after  the 
begioiting  of  the  iiext  session  of  general  assembly,  and 
no  longer. 


CHAP.  IX. 

An  act  for  gimng  farther  time  to  oh*  (ciMa.me^. 

tain  umrrants  upon  certificates  for  ^-^^^ 
•    pre-emption  rights^  and  returning 
,    certain  surveys  to  the  Land  Office^ 
'.'    and  for  other  purposes. 

..I.  WHEREAS  the  time  fixed  by  an  act  entitled    secsRtcp 
'*:  An'  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claim-  35. 
*er8<ttf  unpatented  lands  under  the  present  and  \  rraer 

•  j^ovtiiiineiit,  pieviaus  id  tiie  establishment  of  thecoro- 
.monwealth's  lanH  office,"  for  surveying  and  returning  '  • 
;  purveys  to  the  land  office  upon  entries  made  with  the  Time  aHctor. 
isurveyorof  a  county,  before  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  ^  ^?^ '^^ 
/June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  J^JJJ^'SiSr^ 
-for  lands  lying  upon  the  eastern  waters,  and  for  /re-  ]  " 
•^rning  the  plats  of  lep;al  surveys  made  upon  the  west- 
i%xti  waters  under  the  former  government,  andexchaiig* 
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ing  miliury  tVarraoU  graoled  under  the  rayal  proela^ 

mation  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three, 

and  not  yet  esiccqted,  will  shortly  expire,  and  many 

.     persons  be  thereby  deprived  of  the  ^^nefit  of  Hich  war^ 

rants  and  surveys:    Beit  therefore  enacted^  Th^t/^H 

*     '  persons  having  such  warrants,  shall  be  allowed  unlil 

the  first  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

eighty  one,  to  exchange  such  warrants^  that  the  like 

time  shall  be  allowed  for  returning  such  surveys  to  tbe 

land  office,  to  such  who  were  entitled  to  land  for  miVi* 

tary  service,  for  which  certificates  have  not  yet.beea 

'        •  obtained. 

l^lrthertime      II.  And  whereas  the  time  limited  in  the  act  for  e^^-- 
iJ^owed  to     plaining  and  amending  the  said  recited  act,  to  the  com- 
commtwAoir*  missioners  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  clainis  to  un«^ 
ers.  patented  lands  within  their  respective  districts,  has 

' '     '     *     been  found  too  short  for  that  purpose,  Be  it  therefore 
.    enaciedf  That  all  the  powers  given  to  the  said  coro^ 
raissioners,  except  the  commissipners  for  the  county- 
of  Kentuckey,  by  any  act  or  acts  of  ^««<ein]bly,  shall  faie  * 
^'  continued  and  remain  in  force  for  and  during  t|i^  far- 

ther term  of  twelvemonths. 
Fottber  al-      HI.  And  whereas  the  allowance  made  io  the  said 
lowance  to    commissioners,  surveyors,  and  sheriffs,  by  the  first  re-- 
tk^hfoSceri  ^^^^^  ^^^»  *^  inadequate  to  their  services;  Be  it  enaettdf- 
That  each  commissioner  for  every  day  he  hath  Qr  shall ,. 
^    be  necessarily  employed,  in  going  to,  attending  on, 
and  returning  from  tlie  business  of  his  office,  shall  r«*< 
ceive  sixteen  pounds;  the  surveyor  six  pounds;  and  thci" 
sheriff  four  pounds,  instead  of  and  in  lieu  of  the  fowj^ 
allowances  given  by  the  said  recited  act;  and  that  aU« 
necessary  expenses  for  expresses  and  paper,  shall  be^ 
allowed  the  said  commissioners  in  setdmg  their  ^c-^ 
T^jtupon  U^  counts.     And  whereas  the  expense  of  carrying  tbi^iaid. 
tigan*i^c9i«     act  into  execution,  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  i^i^ 
reasonable  and  JMSt  that  the  greatest  part  of  suchiexr. " 
pense  should  be  defrayed  by  the  persons  who  are.4o  be. 
benefited  by  the  same,  Be  it  enacted^  That  every  per*:" 
son  who  shall  institute  any  suit  for  the  title  of  lands; 
before  tbe  said  commissioners,  shall  pay  down  th^i 
^um  of  ten  pounds,  which  shall  be  taxed  in' the  biift^ 
/"    .  *  \f  costs  against  the  defendant,  if  he  shall  be  €4|U 

i\  the  said   suit  and  credited  by  the  said  .commisr^y 
sioners  in  their  account  against  the  publick,  in  diel» 
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«lme' manner  a^  the  tax  of  ten  shillings  per  hundred 
is  accou  nted  for. 

IV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  farther  time  Fnitkertlaid 
of  eighteen  raonths  be  given  to  all  persons  who  may  j^^**"*** 
obtain  certificates  from  the  said  commissioners  for  pre-  emptioncef^ 
empciofTS  on  their  obtaining  warrants  from  the  regis*  ttficoLtesvith 
icT  of  the  land  office  to  enter  the  same  with  the  sur-  M^ciynreyor 
*eyor  of  the  respective,  counties  in  which  their  claims 

were  adjusted:  Provided  that  the  court  of  commission- 
ers fet  the  district  6f  the  counties  of  Monongalia,  Yo- 
ho^ma,  and  Ohio,  do  not  use  or  exercise  any  Juris- 
<}iction  respecting  claims  to  lands  within  the  territory  \       * 

ifi  dispute  beftween  the  stated  of  Virginia  and  Pennsyl-  < '    *   ' 

vania  north  of  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  until  such 
dispute  shall  be  finally  adjusted  and  settled. 

V.  And  be  itf[&lher  enacted^  That  all  surveys  upon     aH  elidmt 
entrtesj  the  execution  of  all  warrants,  and  the  issuing  wRhjn  the 
of'pfttents  for  lands  within  the  said  territory  shall  also  *^^'^**J^. 
|>€  suspended  tmtil  the  siid  dispute  shall  have  been  fi-  p^nmlvL 
nally  adjusted  and  settled;  but  that  such  suspension  nii^  sotpcm- 
shall  not  be  construed  in  any  manner  to  injure  or  af-  ded. 

feet  the  title  of  any  person  claiming  such  lands.  And 
whereas  tb^  business  of  the  commissioners  for  settling 
th^  cia rims  to  unpatented  lands,  will  be  much  lessened 
iir  tile  counties  of  Monongalia,  Yohogania,  and  Ohio: 
Be  ii  'Aerefhre  enaded^  That  the  governour  with  the 
advi<^  of  council,  be  empowered  to  appoint  commis-  ,^ 

sioncfrs  witfain  or  without  the  said  district  as  he  may 
Mkk  reasoiiable:  And  to  the  end  that  pre-emption  cer- 
ttfcat^  heretofore  granted  by  the  commissioners  of 
1^  district,  and  not  returned  to  the  register's  office 
Af  wattt  of  time,,  or  other  impracticability,  may  not 
b^iost  to  the  holders  th«^of.      Be  it  enacted,  That  ^^ 

tN^re^  such  pre-emption  certificates  may  have  been,  or  to^Jeturw* 
Way  hereafter  be  lost  out  of  ttie  owners  possession,  he  pre-empiioit 
ot  slie  upon  a  certificate  from  a  court  of  record  of  such  «ertific»te«, 
tess^-  which  shall  be  granted  upon  satisfactory  proof  f "^  in'cMc* 
be^ng  made  to  such  court,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  otAheir  lost, 
from  the  register  a  warrant  thereupon^  in  the  same  ^ 
mdtfin^as  he 'or  she  might  have  done  upon  the  origi- 
ti^l  certificate;  that  the  farther  time  of  twelve  months 
9Aet  the  passing' of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  to  such 
ptitrsons  to  return  the  said  certificates  to  the  register's 
office  for  obtaining  a  warrant,  and  four  months  there- 
After  to  enter  the  same  witli  the  surveyor  of  the  coun- 
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ty,  which  entries  shall  be  good  and  valid  asthoogli, 
they  bad  been  entered  within  the  time  heretorore  pre*  y 
scribed  by  the  said  recited  act.  .  ^! 

Lost  w»r- '    VI.  And  whereas  many  warrants  from  the  registgi,] 
rantt^how     m^y  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  casually  lost:  oil 
renewed.      ^^  enacted,  That  upon  satrsfactorv  pro|pf  thereof  tfeing"^. 
made,  before  any  court  of  record^  the  owner  shall^b-;. 
tain  from  such  court  a  certificate,  which  shall  autho*], 
rite  the  register  to  issue  a  duplicate  of  such  warrant, 
which  shall  have  the  same  force  as  the  original  wottM 
have  had;  but  such  original  shall  be  void,  unless,  a 
grant  shall  be  actually  issued  upon  such  original  be* 
fore  application  for  the  duplicate. 
Re^ktiofM     VII.  And  whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  vpoii 
mmnu"ILr  ^^^  construction  of  the  acts,  directing  the  granting 
sitnury  set*  warrants  for  land  doe  for  military  service  under  ifae 
vice  under    k'mg  of  Great  Britain's  proclamation  in  the  year  on^ 
SaB^ofird3.  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three:    It  is  here% 
'  declared  that  no  officer,  his  heirs,  executors,  admiaifr- 
trators,  or  assigns^  shall  be  entitled  to  a  warranty  of 
survey  for  any  other  or  greater  quantity  of  land  titan 
was  flue  to  him,  her,  or  them,  in  virtue  of  the  higliett 
commission  or  rank  in  which  such  officer  had  served, 
nor  in  virtue  of  more  than  one  such  commission  for 
services  in  different  regiments  or  corps,  nor  shall  any 
non-commissioned  o^er  or  soldier  be  entide<jl  tQ  a 
bounty  for  land  under  the  said  proclamation,  for  h|$ 
service  in  more  than  one  regiment  or  corps, 
^lutherre-      VJII.  JInd  it  m  farther  declared,  That  the  registe^ 
•J*^®"**      shall  not  issue  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  his, 
or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  a  grant  for  land  for  tnore 
than  one  service,  as  above  described^  nor  to  those  who 
have  received  warrants  for  services  since  October  oM 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three,  notwith^taodk 
ing  a  warrant  or  warrants  may  have  been  heretofore 
•  issued,  and  the  land  surveyed,  unless  the  claimant  sbalj 
within  six  months  from  the  end  of.  this  present  sessiqii 
of  assembly,  produce  to  the  said  register,  the  audilij^ 
certificate  for  the  payment  of  the  state  price  of  foj^. 
pounds  per  hundred,  for  the  quantity  of  land  in  sua. 
warrant  or  warrants;  and  if  such  money  is^not  sopam^. 
that  then  the  said  warrants  or  surveys  shall ^be  tp.aU 
Intents  and  purposes  void;  and  that  the  register  i^njf. 
be  able  to  comply  with  this  law,  he  is  hereby  dlceCI^ 
to  ngilie  ottt,  ^nd  keep  an  alphabi^tical  list  of  all  jniU-. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAYl78(K^hofCDMM(M»WtfALTH.  341 

tsry  warrants  isisiued  under  the  former,  as  weH'ai  tbe 
pKi^nt  government;  In  case  of  any  assignment  mikioff 
Iberein,  the  name  of  fverjr  assignor;  and  the  severri 
surveyors  with  whom  military  warrants  obtained  un- 
ier  the  /brikier  government,  have  been  lodged  or  locft« 
te<i^are  directed  to  transmit  to  the  register  in  the  moiith 
of  nToveraber  next^  or  before  that  time,  a  Kst  of  all  soch 
warrant*. 


T  CHAP.  X.  ' 

4»  act  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  t^j^^^* 

ihe  money  now  in  circulation^  and^' 
^^Jpr  emitting  and  funding  new  bills 
iipf  credit^  according  lathe  resolu^ 
:  tiong  of  Congress  (f  the  eighteenth 
\  of  March  last: 

^|.    WHEREAS  ihe  just  and  necessary  ^ar  into  Preimble. 
ilmch  the  United  States  have  been  driven,  obliged 
congress  to  emit  bills  of  credit  before  the  several  states 
Wj^  sufficiently  organized  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
fSntesL  o^  fttnd^  could  be  estaUisbed  to  support  the  ere-  Tlie  stale^^ 
^f  01  snch  bills;  by  which  means  the  bills  so  emitted  (juouofco©. 
^oh  cfxc^eded  the  sum  necessary  for  a  circttkting  me-  n^*^*^ 
<!&lni/aild  consequently 'depreciated  so  as  to  create  an  gtate  papeta 
a&rming  redundancy  of  money,  whereby  it  is  become  to  be  called 
OpSessary  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  such  biUs;  to  call  |j  wm*  dc- 
ih'^nd  destlroy  the  excessive  mass  of  money  now  in    ^^^ 
c^cioAation;  hnd4o  utter  other  bills,  on  funds  which 
^ti^U  ensure  the  redemption  thereof.     And  whereas  the 
cierta\n  cotis^quences  o(  not  calKng  in  and  redeeming 
rhe  xnoheynow  in  circulation  in  the  depreciated  value 
Tjt^w'fiich'h  hath  been  generally  received  wonldbeto 
ch^rease  the  tiational  debt  thirty  nine  times  greater 
t)ian  It  really  is,  and  consequently  subject  the  good 
peBpte  of  tliis  commonwealth  to  many  years  of  griev* 
otid  -and  unnecessary  faiaationr.     And  since  c^gseif 
Vol.  X.  /  F2 
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by  their  re^lutSbn  <^  tbeeighteeAth  tof  MAth^tiift  Mrne 

called*  upon  the  seveitil  slides  to  irfftke  proper  jftdyMAi 

for  the  purposes  afbresaid;  Be  j^  thereftre  ennctti^ 

the  General  Assembly i  That  fof  the  purpose  ofcattM| 

in  and  destroying  this  state's  qitota  oC  the  two  imiidM 

untlions  of  dollars  of  continentol  money  heretoforeT^H* 

sued  by  congress;  and  also  for  caHing  ih  anddestro^^ 

ing  in  like  manner  the  mone^  of  fl)is  statb  noi^  ill''<^-^ 

culation,  whether  emiHed  by  the  eonvefiticin,«er'bjf«lift 

general  assembly,  either  before  of  since  the  reVcAufbMi) 

the  following  fund  shall  be  appropriated,  and  tfee^iU- 

lowing  taxes  imposed.      The  prodtiet  of  the  s^vett(I 

^^j^^"  taxes  which  are  receivable  in  tbe  months  of'AvigpK 

S^ust  an4  ^^^  September  of  the  present  year,  in  virtue  of -ihlPlItt 

September    passed  m  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundlMk>tfii8 

^^yev   seventy  seven,  entitled  «  Art  act  for  raising  awp^y^ 

thereto.        money  for  the  publick  exigeBcies,''  and  of  the  <%eviM 

subsequent  acts  amendatory  thereof,  shdH  be  )Bi{9|p]kl|i  ' 

to  the  said  purpose  of  calling  tti  and  destro}iiigdie 

'^  .    said  money  as  before  described:    And  2n  atd'theitto^, 

!  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  d  neiv  tax  be  l^eA'^Ml 

•  es.     ^  *"'  collected  by  a  general  assessment  of  all  and  everyHti^- 

ticleor  articles  of  property  directed  to  be  ^raitiied  ^HuA 

assessed  by  the  act  of  one  thousand  severt  ttmnhsed  ttilB 

seventy  seven;  and  also  on  plate,  according  to  il^xntt 

value,  except  only  that  the  said  valuations -and  ^^isieM^ 

meat  shadi  foe  in  specie,  as  the  same  or  ^  HlbeP^fM- 

perty  w^oiild  have  sold  in  the  year  one  thousand  'S^l<li9 

Conroittion-  hundred  and  seventy  four,  for  ready  money}  bfi^NlNtt 

J2^  ^    an  average  price  may  be  affixed  to  landed  ptU^^ 

meet  and    whhin  the  respective  counties,  the  commisshmiQN^ 

cUm  tlie      the  tax  shall,  on  Or  before  the  first  day  of  fjmdbif 

^*»^«»  next,  call  together  their  several*  assessors,  to  AiiWt 

such  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  and  shall^^iheiTfMld 

Their  oath  ^^^^^  administer  to  them  the  following  oath*/    *«''^tfr 

on  that  OC   do  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will,  when  caN^ed'^ir^i^tilte 

caston.  commissioners  of  the  (ax  for  my  county,  truly,  i  tijfttli 

ly,  and  without  reserve,  declare  the  worth  of  iMnf^tleM^ 

.    i-al  kinds  of  lands  within  my  county  as  tliey  'uMifl 

have  sold  for  in  ready  money  in  the  year  ofie  tH^SIMdti 

seven  hundred  and  seventy  four,  for  specie,   %ttiimhe 

same  been  sold  separately  firom  other  lands.'  '^SMlM^ 

me  God."    The  said  commissioners  shall  then  pilJUftd 

to  describe  the  landfe  of  their  (bounty  fexceptr-ftKS^^b 

towns,  winch  shall  be  separktefy  valued  1)ythfe^"i^fiiii- 
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.^.^  ^  the  famdredia  wbieh  such  lois  shall  bej  ii)  «o 
f^lBft  general  clgfi$e$i  not  esceedii^  six,  as  tlieir  dif-  '  ■ 

fkWitn^tutm  or  kinds  may  require;  and  shall  call  on  j 

^louslt  assessor  singly  to  declare,  under  the  obligation  of 
ibiSvOAlIti  or  affirmation,  what  he  thinks  each  several 
lun4^f  the  said  land  would  have  sold  for  by  the  acre 
&i%»ady  money  in,  the  year  ope  thousand  sjeven  hun« 
wed,  aiid  seventy  four,  which  several  opinions  they  ,, 

^Jiall.stf^te  in  writing  for  each  kind  of  land  separately, 
.aad  shall  add  together  the  sums  at  which  the  same  kind 
of  laiy]  i^  rated  by  the  several  assessors,  and  then  di-^  1 

yi^e4hi^;9ggr«gate  sum  by  the  number  of  persons  whose 
iq9(nioni  were  stated,  and  shall  take  the  quotient  or  the   .•  , 

ivm  (nearest  thereto,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difficulty  of  ' 

fiRclM>ii9,  which  may  be  thus  approved  by  a  majority 
.#rth^said  assessors,  as  the  average  price  of  such  kind  '| 

off  Ifthd,  and  so  shall  proceed  to  deduce  an  average 
*  .^U^  for  every  otlier  kind  into  which  they  shall  have 
classed  the  land  of  their  county  as  before  directed;  but 
loto  of  land  in  towns,  Xerry  landings,  mines  of  coal  or 
jmctal^  mills,  and  all  other  buildings,  shall  not  be  in-  ' 
steeled  wiiliin  i^ny  class,  but  shall  be  valued  by  the  as-  *       • 

'*sessdrs  jwithio  whose  boonds  they  are,  as  the  same  or 
Mia  like  would^now  sell  for  inspecict  One  of  the  said 
cgamiilissionQrs  shall  then  administer  to  the  said  asses- 
^MrSystbe  following  oath  or  «affirmatioii,    *'l  do 

^fRfiear  or  affirm,  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and^^"*"!®'*** 
^^{Qent,  value  and  assess  the  several  parcels  of  land  ®  »••««»«»• 
•.«ithw[i.the  bounds  of  ray  assessment  as  now  classed 
4|od  .described;  that  1  wiU  faithfully,  justly,  and  impar- 
"^ally  value  all  other  property  to  be  assessed  under  this 
«MJ|f  ia'gold  or  silver,  as  the  same  or  the  like  property 
iroujhlh^ve  sole)  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hon- 
^jl^.^^  seventy  four,  had  the  same  be^n  sold  sepa- 
rate^ from  .c^her  property  of  the  same  kind;  that  I 
i^ill-spajre  none  for  (avour  or  affection,  and  none  ag^ 
.grieve  fpr  hatred^  malice,  or  i^-will,  but  in  all  things 
4a  my  duty  of  an  assessor  honestly,  impartially,  and  - 
§0  .the  bei^  of  my  abilities.    So  help  me  God.'*    And 
i|£iM)y  aesessor  was  iiot  present  at  the  meeting,  the  said  ^^«»f  •  ^-    - 
l^.mentioned  oath  shall  be  admin^tered  jto  him  by  a  o^^be- 
i^ltuiimissiqiier  or  magistrate,  before  be  shall  proceed  to  twern  them 
"Misess^    And  if  in  the  course  of  the  said  assessment  the 
1|S8^tors^hall  differ  in  opinioo,  the  medium  between 
ttie.twp  sums  sha)l  be  ta^kea  as  the  t(ue^Value  of  any 
Wi^  of  property.'  % 
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11.  And  be:  it  fhriher  enacted,  That  in  lictfifrf4he 
HewUiet.    present  tax  imposed  «>n  the  said  property,  therjest^all 
be  collected,  paid,  and  distraiiied  for,  the  assessment 
or  pound  rate  of  thirty  ponnds  of  the  money  nop:  in 
oircuhition,  for  every  hundred  ponnds  of  such  Tslaa* 
lion  of  property,  as  the  same  would  have  sold  fotf  id 
ready  money  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aod^^se* 
venty  fqur;  which  said  thirty  pounds  shall  be  pai^  at 
each  of  the  three  following  periods.     The  first  pa3rmem 
^ali  be  on  or  before  the  first  of  January  neni;  these* 
caud;on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  next,  and 
«  the  third,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  September, 

.    which  shall  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  bamfa^d 
'    and  eighty  one. 

HI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  at  eacboC^the 
•aid  tbrfe Jast  menttoned  periods,  the  folkywing  farther 
taxes  shall  be  paid  in  the  paper  money  of  this  state,  or 
'    *  '  of  the  continent  now  in  circulation  at  the  rat^  follow* 

Tax  Oft  mKi*  "*S*  ^^  every  Hundred  pounds  of  the  said  money 
«ey,  titha-'  which  any  person 'Sbatl  Imve  in^is  possession,  cither 
mei,  ter-  '  m  the  first  day  of  Oddber  next,  on  the  first  day,  of 
'^^tSStf*  ^^^^  "^^^  ^'  o"  tbiflrst  day  of  Angast,  in  the  year 
SS^T^fl^  &'  one  thousand  seven-  hundred  and  eighty  one^  at  sunrise 
(tt^i^  li^  of  the  Said  respective  days,  of  whtcb  be  shall  reader  ao 
:.  nccoant  on  oath  as  heretofore,  be  shalt  pay  fifteee  diiU 
Kagsf  for  every  white  male  tithabie  above  ttie  age  of 
twenty  i^ne  years,  shall  be  paid  three  pounds  six  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  ("except  the  officers  of  the  line  or 
navy,  soldiers  or  smlors  in  tlie  service  of  this  cetmiioa- 
.  wealth  or  of  the  United  States,  or  persons  disables^  in 
such  service;  except  also  such  of  the  mtlitia  whwoiay 
'  be  in  actual  service  at  the  time  when  the  said  lances 
shall  respectively  become  due,  and  those  wh^  have 
been  or  shall  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  ieiries 
by  the  county  court;^  for  every  white  servant  tvbatso- 
ever,  except  apprentices  under  the  age  of  twdatjfc^ne 
years,  shall  be  paid  the4ike  tax;  for  every  head^ctf  jieat 
cattle,  six  shillings;  for  every  coach  or  cbarrxoi^  twen- 
'  ty  six  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence;  for  «ncli 
phaeton,  four  wheeled  chaise,  and  stage  waggioBt.<0sed 
ibr  riding  carridges,  twenty  pounds;  for  every^o 
'  wheeled  chaise  and  chair,Nsix  pounds  six  shillinga^d 
weight  pence;  for  every  gallon  of  brandy  distiUe£^ipt)i- 
in  ^is  state,  ten -shillings;  and  iot  every  galkm-ef^pi* 
<  Hit  ittlike  manner  disUlled.ffom  gpain  and;ni2t^l^forr 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAT  136e-^«b  ov  CMMIMQNFEAI/nL  ^.^5 

!  takedi  ^hl^shfUings;  -fof  eaeb  Carriage  licenee,  tea 

pcHUids;  and  for  every  ordinary*  licence^  two  hundred' *  ^ '   *'  '* 
:^  pooiids;  the  said  lax  on  marriage  and  ordinary  licen*  ' 
r.  oea  to  be  received  and  accounted  for  on  oatb  by  the 
elsrk^  o£'  due  court      The  same  rules  and  regulations 
both  in  the  assessmenta  of  the  taxes  for  calling  in.  the 
'  jmwey  now  in  cipculation,  and  for  redeeming  the  mo- 
.  0^  herein  after  directed  to  be  emitted^  shall  be  ob-  • 
'r  served  with  respect  to  and  between  landlords  and  ten- 
'  miu  fiHiless  the  contract  between  diera  .shall  be  speci- 
:   ally  otberwisej  and  the  sacne  discount  for  quitrents  on 
.    dw  lands  in  the  Northern  Neck,  as  are  directed  by  the 
'   satd£rst.reci^  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  - 
and  seventy  seven.      And  in  order  to  fix  the  price  of  The  price  of 
liaappropriated  lands  belonging  to  this  commonwealth  vMte  lands 
I  iBita  rate  to  make  up  the  depreciation  of  the  money:  ^^^^eTia 
^  B^ii  eudctedy  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and^sixty  what  money 
<*  ^pounds  for  every  one  hundred  acres/ shall  hereafter  be  to  be  piid. 
«  f»aidfbrall  treastiry  land  warrants,  except  pre*anp-^  ^    ^^ 

tion.    AU  which  said  several  taxes  togetfaer  with  the ,  • '  *^  .^^ 
\i*  consideration  money  for  unappropriated  lands,  shall  # 

1.'  be  payable  in  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Stsrtes,/*^;  '    * 
7  or  jof'thts  state  now  in  circulation,  or  in. Spanish  milt*  .         "^ 
i'-ed*do{ia»at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  each,  and  so  in/         -  * 
•:  atbep  Jawfiil  gold  and  silver  coin  at  a  proportionate     **'^-^ 
'*    vaJuej  or  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  upon  the  se- 
f-'curity  of  tfob  commonwealth  according  to  the  said^re- 
^iHiOiis  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last 
-^yPrwided^    That  the  said  specie  and  the  said  bills  of 
-   owdit  so  to  be  emitted,  shall  be  received  at  the  rate  of 
-  mne  ctollar  for  forty  dollars  of  the  said  bills  of  the  Uni* 
:  «*4ed  States,  or  of  this  commonwealth  now  in  circulation. 
v.*.    IV.  And  whereas  the  speedily  calling  in  such  large      Tobacco 
•  ifcmn^,  may  occasion  difficulty  in  the  payment  of  the  hemp,  flas^ 
V  said  taaus  for  sinking  the  money  now  in  ^^i^nlation.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
rSerii  farther  €ua€ted^  That  good  merchantable  crop  and  at  what' 
:^baccaiiot  inspected  more  than  one  year,  when  offer*  ratep. 
ed  in  payment,  be  received  in  discharge  of  such  taxes, 
at  die  rate  of  forty  five  pounds  per  hundred,  with*  an 
alloinAce  of  twelve  pounds  for  cask  -  and  inspection; 
*  l^ood  merchantable  hemp,  at  the  rate  of  ninety  potmds 
.  fier  hundred;  good  swingled  flax,  at  one  poimd  four 
«iiiUiitgs  per  pound;  and  good  merchantable  fine-in* 
apecied  flotir,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  eijp^ht  pounds  -per 
Jumdred;  AU  of  the.said  prices  to  be  ctfthe  monej&now 
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in  circalation,  to  be  ddivered  at  the  charge  of  the|>ay- 
er  at  such  places,  and  to  such  cominissioners^  as  4he 
governour  with  the  advice  of  tfie  council  shall  appt>int, . 
Whose  certificates  of  receipt  delivered  to  the  sheriff, 
shall  be  equal  to  the  payment  of  sa  much  raofbey;  and 
the  governour  with  the  advice  of  his  councU  shall  tak^ 
proper  measures  for  selling  the  s6ine,  for  tlie  bi^t  pric^ 
'  which  can  be  had,  and  shall  cause  the  prckiuct-ih^redT 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  to  be  apphed  to  the 'ibre^ 
irtftSMdefl-  going  purposes.      And  if  the  taxes  hereni  directed  lb 
cten%a^tem-  be  paid,  an  j  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  purpose  4f 
rldtoih^^^  redeeming  this  state's  quota  of  the  two  hundred  «iti 
adequate^.    I»'>nsi  of  dollars  heretofore  issued  by  congress,  and  also 
flinds.  of  the  state  money  now  in  circulation  sbairprove  ih- 

sufficient  for  the  said  purpose,  the  general  assembly 
will  hei*cafter  provide  and  establish  adequate  fuhd^ -fbi^ 
calling  in,  or  redeeming  at  the  same  rate,  s6'mui5h  t^ere- 
Auessori  of  as  shall  then  remahi  outstanding;      Arid  f&t  def^r- 
ihciijd^ty..  .  mining  the  duty  of,  and  making  an  adequate  «rtl(Mr^ 
*  a  nee  to  the  commissioners  and  assessors  fbr  serviced 

»!-*.•  I  .  herein;  Ids  further  enacted,  That  the  said  as^^sBOfs  ' 
.     ^      •  siiail  immediUtely  after  their  meeting  for  ascertainiiig 
Co«mts«h<rii-  an  average  price  of  lands  on  the  said  first  day  6f  Oc- 
jf*^*''^*^'tober  next,  proceed  to  assess  and  value  allprdpertyof 
whatever  kind  which  is  directed  to  be  assessed ^benrifii 
•       .  .  ,'  or  which  is  directed  to  be  valued  Under  the'saM  Idw 
.  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  b^ 
fore  recited,  according  to  the  principle  aad  linder  tbi 
Vtiles  prescribed  by  this  act,  upon  which  said  vsitualioi^) 
an  account  of  which  shall  be  returned  to  the  commit^ 
sinners  by  the  first  day  of  November  following;'  th^ 
...     said  three  payments  of  the  tax  called  for  by  tMft^4Sitlj 
.  ,  ^hall  be  regulated  and  a^ssed^  and  by  the  ^doMtH- 
t  missioners  of  the  tax  ordiired  to  be  coltected.  Pt^wA^ 

''  '  That  the  said  assessors  shall,  in  the  months  t>f  Mttr^' 
and  August  immediately  preceding  th^  ^oud  tod 
third  payment  of  the  said  tax,  call  oi^  each  p^^oti  winlH' 
in  their  district  for  an  accoant  of  brandy  and  sf^its^ 
distilled  since  the  last  account  thereof  rendered)  atld 
^  also  for  a  distinct  aceount  of  the  specie  and  of  tlit  pft^ 
per  money  as  before  directed  to  be  accounted  fo»,  wliieftf 
accounu  together  with  any  change  of  prcpei^,  ^ 
transfer,  by  accident;  by  increase  or  decrease,  'orc4^ 
the  alteration  in  the  number  of  fnefetaxables,  sfaaitliy 
the  persons  to  whom  they  may  r^^^jfecirvely' happen, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


May  1780^4*  p?  COMMONWEALTH.  2;17 

be.  rendered  in  tlie  said  assessors  on  oath,  who  shall 
make  application  for  that  purpose,  which  accounts  shaB 
be  reiup^cd  to  the  commissioners,  in  the  second  in- 
stance, by  tlie  first  day  of  April,  and  in  the  third,  by 
the  firsi. day  of  September.     And  from  the  returns  so     *.^^ 
a^de  by  the  said  assessors,  the  commissioners  shall  ^oSciot  ^^ 
ji4jiost  tj)e  ^accounts  and  orders  for  collecting  the  sai^  .when  to  dis- 
th^  payments  respectively,  and  shall  make  out  fojf  tniii, 
the, sheriff  or  collector,  a  list  formed  from  such  returns 
as  a  direction  for  bis  collection  according  to  the  said     ^ 
actof  .one thousand  seven  hundred  an^  seventy  seven,    . \, 
who  shall  and  may  distrain  for  all  taxes  imposed  by    -        .•     * 
tbh  act,  both  for  sinking  the  old  money  and  for  esta- 
blishing funds  on  which  to  emit  the  new  within  twenty  '  ) 
d^yt  after  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable,  ana 
sbali^  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  make  up  and  ren-               '  ^ 
der..lo  the. said  commissioners  an  account  of  his  said 
coUcction,  who  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  receiv- 
uig  the>said  account  so  made  up  and  rendered,  return 
to  xbe  auditors  an  account  of  the  said  setUement,  to    / 
epable  tbem  to  adjust  the  dues  and  balances  of  the  said 
sheriflSr  or  collectors.     And  the  said  several  sheriffs  and  *"**  •ccoant. 
collectors  shall  also  be  called  to  account  for  the  said 
•  taxes  according  to  the  Jaws  now  in  force  to  enforce  the 
.  pftymetit  of  the  present  taxes.     If  the  said  commission- 
ers; or  any  of  them,  shall  refuse  to  act,  the  couiUy  cpurt  |^*^*^*"*"^52 
sliall  fill  up  vacancies  as  directed  by  the  laws  now  in  ^y  ^J^S^U- 
ttHcCf  whO|  thus  chosen  or  appointed,  shall,  with  their  sionertto 
ckrk»  have  and  be  allowed  twenty  pounds  per  day  theauditow. 
e^fifa,  for  every  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  the  said 
linsiness,  of  the  money  now  in  circulation^,  for  their 
trouble  and  expenses;  and  may  also,  at  their  discre- 
tioa,  make  an  allowance  unto  each  of  the  said  asses-     AllowAncc 
sera,  ^  «|m  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds,  and  tionerra*^ 
oolrteKs  than  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  like  money,  their  clerki 
dsa  l*eeoflEipence  fiMT  making  the  said  general  assess- 
ing iix  the  montii  of  Oetober^iext;  and  may  also  make 
to<i&e  said  assessors,  an  allowance,  not  exceeding  eight  ^  ^^*  '■•^•' 
poinids  per  day  of  the  like  money  each,  for  every  day  ' 
.  ^ivhicb  It.  shall  appear  to  the  said  commissioners  by 
ti^:oiith:of  the  ^aid  assessor  or  otherwise,  that  be  was 
aclaally  employed  in  the  months  preceding  the  said 
secood  and  third  payments,  in  collecting  returns  and 
affidavits  of  the  several  alterations  which  may  have 
happened  if|  his  district.             ' 
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V.  ^Ind  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  money,  both 
ThcmQRcr  gjgjjg  j^jjj  continental,  called  in  by  all  and  every  of  the 
be  burnt.       tunds  and  taxes  above  established  shall  not  be  reissued, 
but  shall  remaifi  in  the  treasury  to  be  burnt  and  de- 
stroyed; and  that  whatever  sums  of  the  like  money 
,    sliall  by  any  other  means  be  paid  into  the  treasury, 
,  after  the  money  hereafter  to  be  issifed  under  the  reso- 
luilons  of  congress  shall  be  ready  for  the  purpose,  the 
^atno  shall  remain  in  the  treasury  to  be  also  burnt  and 
dcsiioyed.      And  in  order  to  establish  a  means  of  de- 
^    ,  .>t^      fra\  Ing  the  expenditure  of  government,  arid  also  to 
c»^.  furnish  a  circulating   medium  in  lieu  of  the  billsso 

To  be  emit-  called  in  to  be  destroyed;  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That 
tedforthe     there  be  emitted  on  the  funds  herein  after  provided, 
fhU^'aci?  i!   a"t^  the  faith  of  the  United  States  as  pledged  bv  their 
666  666*2-3  Said  resolutions  of  the  said  eighteenth  day  of  March 
<loUar3,bcur-  |ast,  a  sum  hot  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  rotllion  six 
!?^/-^*Yrcst  '*^"d''^^  ^"^  ^**ty  ^'^  thousand,  six  hundred  and  sixty 
six  and  two  thirds  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  bearing 
an  annual  interest  of  five  per  centum  upon  the  funds 
of  this  commonwealth,  the  same  being  one  twei^tietb 
part  of  thirty  three  millions,  three  hundred  and  thirty 
three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  thirty  three  and 
one  third  dollars,  hereby  to  be  redeemed  and  destroy** 
ed  as  this  comraonwealth's  quota  ot  the  said  two  liun* 
dred  millions  of  dollars  heretofore  issued  by  cen^ress. 
The  fiaice  of  the  said  bills,  and  the  endorsement  tbere^ 
on  shall  be  in  the  manner  a'nd  words  as  is  directed  by 
*   When  re-  the  said  resolutions.     The  said  new  bills  thus  to  be  is- 
dcemablc.     sued  shall  be  redeemable  in  specie  by  the  said  thirty 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
int     9t     ^^^  eighty  six;  and  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  paid, 
be  paid  an-    either  on  the  redemption  of  the  said  bills,  or  annuai^i 
nually.  at  the  election  of  the  holder,  according  to  the  said  re- 

solutions of  congress,  and  the  promises  in  the  face  of 
^  the  said  bills:    The  said  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be 

the  issuing"  completed  no  faster  than  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
the  bills.  twenty  of  the  present  circulating  continental  money 
brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  in  lieu  of  every  twenty  tlol- 
lars  of  which  money  so'destroyed,  shall  issue  one  dol- 
lar according  to  the  said  resolutions:  for  the  preparii^i^ 
arnl  signing  of  which,  the  govemour  shall,  with.tbe-ad* 
vice  of  his  council,  appoint  proper  persons  in  coQJaac^ 
tton  with  commissioners  to  be  appmnted  by  con^ 
N-gress  to  atfend  the  Completing  the  same,  and  to  w- 
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wrhuend  the  bumtsg  and  destroying  of  the  old  mo* 
Sey  hereby  called  in  and  redeemed.      As  fast  as  the     -^^. 
said  new  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  completed,  six       **!rf^ 
tenths  of  the  same  in  value  shall  be  received  into  the 


pio|«iitimi. 


treasury  pf  ttfis  commonwealth,  to  be  thence  issued  as 
before  directed,  to  support  the  expenses  of  the  war  and 
defray  other/  publick  charges;  the  other  four  tenths 
sjiall  be  subject  to  the  ordei^s  of  congress  and  carried 
to  the  credit  of  this  commonwealth,  in  proper  accounts 
W  to  be  opened. and  stated  in  the  auditors  books*     And 
*  f  whether  interest  on  the  said  bills  to  be  emitted  shall 
'    he  paid  prior  to  the  time  of  their  6oal  redemption,  such 
bllh  shall  be  thereupon  exchanged  for  other  bills  of 
the  Jike  teuo.ur,  to  bear  dale  from  the  expiration  of 
the, jear  for  which  such  iitterest  is  paid,  and  then  burnt 
^d  destroyed;  ^nd  the  commissioners  to  be  appoint- 
^  on  the. part  of  this  state,  .are  hereby  authorized  to 
Jyin  w  it{i  the  said  commissioners  of.  congress  in  com* 
plei'mg  such  other  bills  for  that  purpose.     And  for  ef- 
fectually sinking  or  redeeming  the  said  new  bills  of  Toi 
cj:edit,.8a;>d  paying,  the  interest  thereon,  which  may  ^^d*p«y  th© 
due  from  tins  commonwealth  at  the  period  prefixed  for  intereM; 
rtj^r  redeiuplion,  tt  is  farther  enacted,  That  a  tax  of  107,0001.  t» 
onebundred  and  seven  thousaiKJ  pounds  (exclusive  ^^l^f^ 
all  ^h^rges  of  collection  and  losses  by  insolvency  or  fi^  ycait. 
otherwi^)  skuU  be  annually  paid  and  collected  from 
the  last  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousancl  ^ 

sev^a  Muudred  and  eighty  one,  for  and  during  the  term 
of  live  years.  :  And  that  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  70€fl|.Mtli« 
pounds  thej^eof  shall  be  annually  retained  and  pre*  inttn^ 
^aerved  hi  tbe  treasury  in^pecie,  if  so  much  specie  shaU 
l)e5£eG^ved  in  ea^h  year)  or  otlierw'ise  in  the  said  bills 
(if  ;^edit,  or  iiji  the  said  hereaAer  enumerated  commo* 
diUQs»  (o  l^  exchanged  for  specie,  or  for  the  said  new  ,    .. 

190^1^,  which  sliall  be  received  in  any  of  the  said  years, 
^d  ^11  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  due 
l^F^-thU  cpmmiMiweaUh  on  the  sajd  money  so  to  be 
vn^d. .  Pxovidefl^  That  if  any  of  the  said  bills  shall 
her^^M^  in  tlie  Ueasury  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
4^ler^6t^  over  and  above  what  are  annually  10  be  de- 
-s^fer^y  tl;^  same  shall,  on  being  replaced  by  specif, 
^  ^89^.  .  The  remaining  one  •hundred  thousand  100^0001.  §m 
pooadsof  t^eamKial  product  of  4be  said  tax  shall,  i^"'^^^* 
pmd  m  the  said  bills  so  ta  be  emitted,  be  annually  can*  ^  '^ 
c«f |€(d  i9^  d^^trovedt  if  paid  in  wliole  or  10  pan  ia. 
Vol.  X,  G  2 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


iM  LAWS  or  VmCtttilA, 

floicie;  tlie  ssdd  sf^^cie  »biiff  be  iHtaified  In  the  treaanf}' 
for  the  final  redemption  of  such  of  the  said  bills  of  cr^-^* 
^it  as  may  remain  ootstanding  at  the  period  of  re- 
demption; and  if  paid  in  the  commodities  hereafter  t6r 
be  enaroerated/  the  governoor,  with  the  advice  of  hit 
council,  shall  lake  proper  measures  for  settling  the" 
same,  either  for  the  said  new  biWs  of  credit,  or  for  spe- . 
cie,  at  the  best  price  which  can  be  obtained,  and  shaff 
take  care  to  pay  the  prodnct  thereof  into  the  treasury^  ^ 
'  to  be  applied  to  the  foregoing  purposes,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  said  tax  had  been  paid  therein.    And ' 
By^ttxof  ii,  ^jyjej.  |q  j^\^^  ^h^  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  se-^ 
Sm  Pfi'iSr  ven  thousand  ^unds,  It  itfatther  enacted^  That  a  tax  ' 
%9Uhedpro*  or  pound  rate  of  one  per  ceAtum,  according  to  the  va-^ 
perty.  ]f^^  q^  twenty  shillings  in  every  hundred  pounds,  be* 

taid  ^nd  levied  upon  all  articles  of  property  before  di-.. 
rected  to  be  valued  and  assessed  for  the  redemption  of, 
the  money  now  in  circulation;  and  also  the  like  tax  on,^ 
every  hundred  pounds  ofspecie,  and  so  in  proportiofi^'^ 
for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum,  to  be  levied  and  paid,  at  '• 
the  rate  of  one  half  per  centum,  or  ten  shitlmgs  for  ^ 
'*  every  hundred  pounds  of  such  property  twice  in  each,; 

"  l»ttyaWe  a  ""d  every  of  the  said  five  years,  to  wit:  On  or  before^ 
fnoiety  half  the  last  days  of  May  and  September.  And  that  at  eiach  1 
yenir>  and  every  of  the  said  periods  there  be  also  paid  for  the^^ 
same  purpose,  a  tax  of  two  shillings  for  w  Aee  male ' ' 
A  d  th  persons  above  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  the  t 
^nd  other  ^^^^  ^^^  f^^  ^jj  ^j^j^^  servants  (except  ds  befofe  ex-  \ 

cepted  in  the  poll  tax  herein  imposed  for  calling  m  the/' 
old  money.)  A  tax  of  three  pence  per  head  for  neat ! 
cattle;  a  tax  of  twenty  five  shillings  for  all  coaches  and ! 
chariots;  o(  twenty  shillings  for  all  phsetons,  four  wheel-  . 
ed  chaises,  and  stage  waggons  used  for  ridmg  carHa-*, 
.  ges;  and  of  five  shillings  for  all  chairs  and  two  wheeled  \ 

chaises.  Also  a  tax  at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  in  the ' 
liundred  pounds,  upon  every  merchant's  or  Actor's 
worth,  or  stock  in  trade.  And  a  tax  of  one  sbiHing 
in  the  pound  upon  the  annual  profits  of  all  publi^E  ^ 
offices  not  fixed  by  certain  salaries.  All  the  said  tatt^' 
es  to  be  rated  by  the  assessors,  with  the  right  of  app^.. 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  tax,  if  the  party  shall  ^![ 
aggrieved  or  over  rated,  whereupon  the  commis^^^ 
ears,  upon  the  oath  of  the  party  or  other  satisfactotjt^ 
-  evidence,  may  alter  die  rate  according  to  their  be^. 
judgment  and  discretion.     A  like  tax  of  two  shillingii 
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ill  the  poofid  shall  be  gathered  and  paid  upon  all  an- 
BQiji^  includibg  the  quitrents  payable  to  the  proprir     * 
etor  of  the  Northern  Neck,  other  than  annuities  arifi« 
io^  out  p/  property,  for  which  the  owner  is  subject  to 
a^sessroent,  and  pensions  given  by  the  general  assem-  .  ' 

biy.    A  tax  shall  also  be  paid  of  tliree  pence  per  gal- 
ley DO  all  brandy;  and  of  two  pence  half-penny  upon 
adt  spirits  distilled  from  grain  within  this  common- 
#,eaUh.    Also  a  tax  of  five  shillings^  opon  all  marriage 
licenses,  and  of  fifty  shillings  upon  all  ordinary  licen- 
ses; the  S9^id  tax  on  marriage  and  ordinary  licenses,  to         • 
be  received  and  accounted  for  on  oath,  by  the  clerk  of 
the  icounty.     All  which  said  taxes  hereby  imposed  for  In  what  pay 
«s(ablisbing  a  fund  for  thus  redeeming  and  sinking  the  , '^' 
Bton^y  so  to  be  issued  under  the  resolutions  of  con- 
gr?s$^  shall  be  payable  in  Spanish  milled  dollars^  al 
the  rate  of  six  shillings,  and  other  lawful  gold  and  sil-, 
ver  coin  at  a  proportionable  value  in  the  said  new  bills 
of  credit  to  be  emitted  upon  the  funds  and  security  of 
this  4:ommoiiwealtb9  accord'mg  to  the  resolutions  of 
^oqgress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last;  or  during  the 
w^fj  ia  good  merchantable  crop  tobacco,  not  inspect- 
ed more  than  one  year  when  offered  ui  payment,  nt     .< 
the  rate  of  twenty  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bon- 
dred^  with  an  allowance  of  six  shillings  for  cask  and 
laspection;  in  good  merchantable  hen^p,  at  the  rate  of 
&rty  five  shillings  per  hundred;  or  iq  good  swingled 
^,  at  the  rate  of  seven  pence  per  pound,  to  be  deli- 
Wd  ^t  the  charge  of  the  payer,  at  s«ch  places,  and 
to  such  commissioners  as  the  govemour,  with  the  ad- 
fite  of  the  council,  shall  appoint,  whose  certificates  of 
receipt,  delivered  to  the  sberifi;  shall  be  equdl  to  the  . 
{Mmnent  of  so  much  money.     And  us  it  is.  probable. a    Tiitpmmtm 
fc&e  surplus  may  arise,  after  paying  the  principal  and  ^f^*^ 
ii0erest  of  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seven  tboM-  ^ 
Mid  pounds,  It  is  farther  enacUd,  That  the  same,  if     pyovUEtat 
any,  shall  be  annually  applied  to  the  use  of  this  com-  for  *  '  ' 
mpnweahb  towards  supporting  the  expenses  of  the  ^r* 
war;  and  defraying  other  publick  charges;  but  if  the 
$M  tues  should  prove  insufficient  for  raising  the  siMd 
sntt  of  one.  hundred  and  seven  thousand  pounds  an- 
oiiaHy^  aforesaid,  such  deficiency  shall  be  madegood^ 
^Jltu^l  be  ^provided  for  by  the  general  assemb^i  by 
ehcreMing  the  said  taxes. 
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^.         VI.  And  be  it  fariktr  enacted,  That  all  ttae«  tieilbtt 
^^*~*tofore  imposed  shall  cease  and  be  discontinued  on^tllil 
fef^ape«ii>  said  last  day  or  December,  one  thousand  seven  1iua«^ 
lerto  06Me  dred  and  eighty  one,  except  the  dpecilkk  taxes^  beiHi^ 
ittik^  1781.  lofore  established,  whether  the  same  be  payable  #itll£ 
or  without  an  alternative,  tHe  laws  relative  to  irM^igl 
shall  still  coniuiue  in  force  as  if  this  law  bad  tievel»t 
been  made.  :    r 

Comn^Mon-      VII.  And  be  it  farther  enirc^cl,  That  the  commts'^^ 
'^rstoftct      sioners  of  the  tax  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  for  a^id  Stetf 
two/eut.     ^^^  y^^g  instead  of  One;  and  together  with  theif  cleffc 
shall,  after  the  said  last  day  of  December,  on^  thouss^nd^ 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  take  and  be  allow«^ 
.  fifteen  shillings  per  day  each  for  their  services.     Thisf 
^^JJJJUIl^  assessors,  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  said  com^ 
chosea,  boi  inUsioners,  but  shall  make  their  valuations  under  y^hieti 
assess  once  these  taxes  are  to  be  collected,  only  every  other  JeiHj* 
In  two  years.  iQ  ^;^.  |„  ||,g  years  one  thbusund  seven  Ifundfrt^aK* 
*  * ' "         '  eighty  two,  one  thousand  -seven  hundred  and  ei|^hiy 
four,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightjrsil^ 
'   between  the  first  and  last  days  of  March  in  eaeh  yeM^ 
'^         but  shall  nevertheless  observe  the  same  meCbod  in  ai^ 
pertaining  the  transference  increase  or  decrease  of  f>r^ 
perty  in  the  intervals  between  the  different  assessmieittt 
immediately  preceding  each  assessment,-  as  is  fiereiii 
before  prescribed  to  be  observed  in  ascertaining  ih* 
taxes  to  be  gathered  for  calling  in  and  sinking  the  oM 
Their  allow- money.     The  said  several  assessors  shall  be  allowed 
9fl9P'  uot  nK>re  than  fifteen  pounds,  and  not  less  thait  seveft 

pounds  ten  shillings,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trotnmii^ 
sioners  annually,  for  assessing  in  tlie  said  three  yea^ 
Of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  t^*6y  elife 
thousand  seven  hund.red  and  eighty'fcnir,  &nd  otie^lkMK 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six,  andthe^uin  of^ii 
ehillings  each  per  day,  for  every  day  it  slmll  ^j^ieilH^ 
the  commissioners,  by  oath  or  otlierwi;^,  l!kit  they  w^ 
respectively  empbyeil' in  rendering  the  sendees  to*  4fe 
perforrned  iq  the  said  intermediate  terms  bei#e^  ttife^ 
different  assessments.  'ti:fts 

Ttailfrim      ^''"r  '^^^  **^  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said  tdSS^ 
^^^ittfoa-  roissioners  shall  respectively,  eitherfor  refHsin^  to^l^d*^ 


in  the  said  office  when  chosen  thereto,  or  for  sitiy^hi* 
am^tbesf  gj^i  of  duty  in  the  execution  thereof,-  forfeit  aod^^p^ 
**  one  hundred  pounds.     The  said  assessors  ^aH'^ieE^ 

for  «n/  oC  ti^^Kl^  <idknoeS|  forfcif  99d  pAjr  fiftjrpoMd^ 
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«a4  every  sberiff  and  collector  who  sliall  fail  to  com- 
^  with  the  iiy unctions  hereby  laid  opon  him,  shall   '     ' 
^Mfekand  pay  one  hundred  pounds.    All  the  said  for* 
&itiii€f  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint,  or  iaformatioa  « 

19 -any  court  of  record  within  this  comroonwealth,  one 
liaif  to  tlie  informer,  and  the  other  to  the  lessening  the 
levy-i  of  the  county  in  which  the  offender  shall  reside, 
and  if  there  shall  be  no  information,  then  the  whole  to 
the  ia»t  mentioned  purpose.  The  said  cbmmissionerSi 
assessors,  and  sberifis,  shall  also  over  and  above  the 
said  penalties,  be  liable  to  an  action  on  the  case  for  da- 
mages ia  the  pame  of  the  attorney  general,  for  the 
lime  being,  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  for  aU 
lo«ses  and  injuries  which  shall  accrue  to  the  state  by 
any  offence  aforesaid  wherein  the  damages  shall  be  as-  ' 
sessedby  a  jury,  wbicli  shall  after  judgment  and  exe«    *^  ' 

cation -therefor*  be  paid  iiuo  the  publick  treasury  for    •      '•    \. 
fbe  purposes  of  government.  '   . 

1%.  And  it  u  farther  enacted,  That  the  said  sheriflS^  Boii4i  4a  *a 
commsssioners,  and  assessors,  shall  in  »ir  things  not  {."^"^Jj^^ 
b^^ia  specially  directed,  govern  tliemselves  according  therift  bf 
CO  the  rules  and  regulations  laid  down  and  prescribed  tbecooftt. 
XQ  the  said  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ftnd  se-^ 
venty  seven,  entitled  *'  An  act  (or  raising  a  supply  of 
money  for  publick  exigences."  The  court  of  the  coon* 
iy  shall  in  tlie  months  of  October  and  March  next,  an4 
ta- the  .month  of  Jqly  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
iiiindrjed  and  eighty  on?,  take  bond  of  the  sheriff  with 
Ittffipient  security,  in  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  thou* 
^nd  pooads,  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  this  common* 
.frealth  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successours,  for  the 
tise  of  this  commonwealtli,  and  conditioned  (or  the  tme 
and  faithful  collecting,  paying,  and  accoanting  for  all 
jdffties  and  taxes  within  his  county  hereby  imposed,  for 
calling  in  and  sinking  the  money  now  in  circulation; 
.jibe  said  court  shall  likewise  annually,  after  the  first 
.day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  oae»  in  the  month  of  March  in  each  year,  for 
the  five  succeeding  years,  take  a  like  bond  of  the  sher* 
.iff  in  the  penalty  of  four  thousand  pounds,  conditioned 
Sot  the  discbarge  of  bis  duty  with  respect  to  the  taxe^ 
^  bareby  imposed,  for  establishing  a  (and  for  the  new  i 

money  to  be  issued  under  the  said  resolntions  of  coil- 
gress;  the  said  bonds  shall  be  recorded  in  the  courts  ^  ' 

IfllW^lbey.^r^takcii^  and  m  n^eslftlwwf  J*Wof 
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shall  be  transmitted  by  the  respective  clerks  without 
delay  to  the  publick  treasurer,  which  shall  be  admit* 
ted  as  evidence  in  any  suit  or  proceeding  founded 
AmMhiitent  **'^^**'     'f  ^V  P^.J^on  shall  make,  counterfeit,  alter, 
ea  thoie      or  erase,  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted 
irliQeoim.     under  the  said  resolutions,  or  shall  be  coDcerned  in 
te^  tkete  aiding  or  abetting  any  person  or  persons  in  such  mak* 
^m^MiT  '»g>  counterfeiting,  altering,  or  erasing,  or  shall  be 
for  tlut  yur-  possessed  of  any  plate  or  plates  for  the  purpose  of  such 
pout.  coimterfelttng,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  ^ilty  of 

the  same  crime,  as  if  he  had  so  made,  altered,  coun- 
terfeited, or  erased  the  money  now  in  circulation,  or- 
had  been  possessed  of  a  plate  or  plates  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  such  person  shall  be  tned  under  the  laws 
now  in  force,  for  punishing  the  said  offences,  which  sdr 
hereby  declared  to  be  extended  to  any  of  the  Rke-^-' 
fences  committed  with  respect  to  the  said  bills  of  cre- 
dit hereby  to  be  issued. 

X.  Provided  ntverihdtsB,  That  the  execution  oftfiis* 
of  So  Mjt!""  act  shall  be  suspended  until  his  excellency  the  govcnr-' 
noor  shall  have  received  authentick  advices  that  a  ma:-^ 
jority  of  the  United  States  of  America  (except  Georgia 
*  and  South  Carolina,  whose  determination  thereupon 
Will  orobably  b^  suspended  until  the  enemy  shall  be' 
expelled  therefrom)  have  actuallj^  or  condiuonalhr  np- 
jiroved  of  and  acceded  to  the  said  resohitions  of  con*  * 
gress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last;  and  upon  receiv- 
ing such  information,  he  shall  with  the  advio^  ef  tiis 
council,  immediately  take  care  1o  carry  thh  act  into 
full  execution,  of  which  he  shall  apprise  the  good  {k^o- 
pie  of  this  commonweaHb,  by  a  proclamttion  to  be 
issued  for  that  purpose- 


uo 
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CHAP.  XI. 

.in  act  to  enipoicer  the  Mgh  sheriffs  \c^m.fut. 
'  to  proceed  in  a  summary  way  a-  ***     ' 

gmnsl  their  deputies^  and  for  other 

purposes. 

!•  BE  xt  enacted^   Thai  where  the  sheriff  of  any  .  JF^^^J^ 
county  heretofore  hath,  or  shall  hereaAer  appoint  any  {JT^^^^ 
person  to  be  his  under  sheriff,  to  collect  the  taxes  re-  against  de- 
quired  by  law  in  his  county,  and  such  under  sheriff  puty,  for 
shall  ne^ect  or  refuse  to  account  for  and  pay  such  Jl^SiS!.^ 
taxes,  to  the  slieriff  under  whom  he  hath  been,  or  shall 
be  appointed,  or  to  the  treasurer  at  the  time  appointed 
ibr  paying  the  same;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
general  court,  or  court  of  the  county  whereof  he  bath 
been,  now  is;  or  shall  be  sheriffi  upon  motion  to  them 
niade,  by  such  sheriff,  to  give  judgment  against  such 
under  sheriff  and  his  securities,  their  heirs,  executors, 
apd  administrators,  for  all  the  money  wherewith  he 
shall  be  chargeable,  and  twenty  per  centum  interest 
thereon,  and  to  award  execution  for  the  same,  provided 
that  such  under  sheriff  and  his  securities  have  ten  days 
previous  notice  of  such  motion. 


11.  Provided  also,  That  no  execution  shall  be  is-mdgmeat 
sued  against  an  under  sheriff  and  his  securities,  for  the  n^dbcenob- 
iwenty  per  centum,  unless  judgment  shall  have  been  ^^JJ  ^^ 
obtained  aga'^nst  the  sheriff  for  the  same.  high  iheni; 

Ml/JInd  be  it  farther  enacted^   That  every  sheriff,  forihedttn- 
under  sheriff,  or  collector  of  taxes  now  in  office^  shall  ^^^ 
h\  the  court  of  bis  county,  in  one  of  the  two  succeed- 
ing couru  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  take  the  follow-     Q^t||^|Lg 
ing  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:   ''I  A.  B.  do  swear  or  takca  hf 
affirm,  that  all  and  every  sum  or  sums  of  money  that  sheriflliaiii^ 
I  may  collect  or  receive  by  virtue  of  my  office  of  sher-  ^*'••• 
iff  or  collector,  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  by  me 
or  by  my  procurement,  be  disposed  of  to  any  other        .^-^^ 
purpose  Uian  as  directed  by  law:''    Andevery  sheriff  a^SSlt?^ 
or  collector  of  taxes  hereafter  to  come  into  office,  be-  account  wHii 
fore  he  shall  enter  into  the  duties  thereof,  shall  take  w^sbcw 
the  like  oath  or  affirmation;  and  every  sheriff  or  col-  j^^^  ^ 
lector  of  taxes  shall  once  at  least  in  every  month,  un-  coom 
der  penalty  of  five  thousand  weight  of  tobacco  for  eve-  ^t^ 
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ry  failure,  to  be  recovered  with  costf,  atllie  suH  0f  Aft. 
commissioners*,  in  atij  court  of  record,  bv  bill,  plaii^ti, 
or  information^  one  mmety  whereof  to  tne  ase  of  the 
'  '   commissioners,  and  the  oUier  for  lesiiening  the  levy  oC 

'    the  comity;  apply  to  one  of  the  commissioners  of  tb& 
taxes  of  his  county,  with  all  the  collections  of  taxes  lie. 
shall  have  made,  and  before  him  the  said  sheriff,  uudet- 
sheriflf,  or  collector,  shall  count  .the  said  money,  apd^ 
the  said  commissioner  shall  take  an  exact  list  of  tjti^  < 
y  bills  so  counted,  and  their,  respective  denomination^r 

with  the  amount  of  the  whole,  and  transmit  the  account 
and  list  so  taken,  to  the  trtrasurer  of  the  common  wealifar 
Commlflsion*  signed  by  himself^  and  a  copy  of  such  list  shall,  to*' 
^duty        geiher  with  tlie  money  so  counted,  be  sealed  up  by 
^^^^^*        |he  said  commissioners  and  returned  to  the  said  sheriff 
Mid  ftllov*  ^^  collector,  who  shall  not  again  open  the  same. until 
#a«e.  be  pays  the  money  to  the  publick  treasurer;  and  the 

commissioner  for  his  trouble  and  expense  herein,^  shall 
receive  one  fifth  per  centum  on  all  the  money  so  count- 
Penalty  on  ed  and  sealed  up.      Any  sheriff  or  collector  of  taxes 
iwSj^ff***'  misapplying  any  part  of  the  money  by  him  collected, 
moner,  col-  and  received  to  private  purposes,  and  being,  thereof 
liicteo.         convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  sum  of  the 
money  so  misapplied,  for  the  use  of  the  common  wealth, 
and  suffer  as  in  case  of  wilful  perjury. 
-^^  IV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  quarfier- 

"^^J*^  master  and  commissary,  or  their  deputies  now  employ- 
a£d  commw-  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  department,  in  the  service  of  this  com* 
nHe».ta»to'  moQwealth,  shall  in  the  court  of  his  county,,  on  one  pf 
«^t^tion  ihe  ii^Q  succeeding  courts  after  the  passing  this  ac^, 
mpn?eft'etfn«  ^^^  ^^^  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  **  1  A^ 
ii4ed  to  B.  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  all  and  every  .sum  ojr  sumii, 
^eoL  of  modey  that  I  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  my  o^e  fi>t 

publick  uses  ("as  commissary,  quarter-^master,  oc  d^pii^ 
ties  of  either)  shall  be  by  me  laid  out  to  the  b^  ad-t 
vantage  for  the  publick,  in  sucb  articles  as  I  may  b^. 
directed  from  time  to  time  to  purchase,  and  that  I  wii(! 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  mysdf,  or  any  pefn^ 
son  or  persons  whatsoever,  dispose  or  make  u§e  pNU 
sucb  money,  or  any  part  thereoi^  for  my  own  en^i^tir) 
ment|  or  the  emolument  of  any  other  person^  for  j^ 
vate  purpo^ies,  other  than  my  legal  commission;"^  aa^ 
every  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  l^'ci^- 
ther  of  the  offices  aforementioned,  shall  before*  h^  «}h|U^ 
proceed  to  execute  bis  pffieci  take  tbe  like  oatk  ot  ti^ 
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^liiaVioti,  or  faittng  so  id  do,  fae  shall  forfeit  and  paj 
five  thousand  poaods  of  crop  tobacco,  to  be  recovered- 
with  costs,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information  in  any  court 
(^record,  by  any  person  that  will  sue  for  the  same. 
Atfy  quarter-master,  commissary,  or  the  deputies  of 
either,  tnisapplying  any  part  of  the  money  by  him  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  to  private  purposes,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  sum 
of  the  money  so  misapplied^  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  suffer  as  in  case  of  wilful  perjury. 

y .  Jlnd  be  it  enacted^  That  instead  of  the  former  al-  SheifffBcom* 
1o#anee  made  to  the  sheriffi  for  collection,  they  shall  miMioDB  for 
hereafter  receive  a  commission  of  five  per  centum  on  Jj^^^^ 
all  piiblick  monies  by  them  to  be  collected. 


CHAP.TLII. 

A?i  act  for  speedily  recruiting  the 
quota  of  this  state  for  the  continent 
'  tal  army. 

1VH£REAS  the  general  assembly  hath  received     Preamble^ 
auihenttck  intelligence  that  his  most  Christian  Majes*  feciUogtha 
ty  is  determined  to  send  a  powerful  land  and  marine  i^^^^^^ 
force  to  co-operate  with  the  United  States  in  expelling  Frincc   ^ 
the  common  enemy;  and  since  both  the  pressmg  in- 
stances of  Congress,  and  the  obvious  interest  of  this 
commonwealth  irresistably  impel  us  to  make  an  exer-  ^ 

tiofi,  whereby  possessing  a  superiority  of  force  we  may  ^ 

ensure  victory,  and  speedily  terminate  the  war  with  a 
safe  and  honourable  peace,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Gene* 
ral  Assembly^  That  three  thousand  men  shall  be  forth-     Additional 
with  raued  for  the  purpose  of  completing  this  state's  f"r*^e  to  be 
quota  of  continental  forces  to  serve  until  the  last  day  complete 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  this  state's 
one,   and  to  be  arranged  in  such  corps  or  battalions  quota,  on 
belonging  to  this  commonwealth  as  his  excellency  the  ^5,atiiah-** 
commander  in  chief  shall  direct*      The  several  coun-  mtnt. 
uts  and  corporation!*  within  this  commonwealth  (ex* 


^- 
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cept  the  county  of  Ilinois,  and  except  also  the  coAft' 
ties  within  the  territory  in  dispute  between  this  coa^ 
monwealth  and  Pennsylvania^  shall  for  this  purpott 
One  15th  each  of  them  furnish  within  thirtj  days  after  their  nih 
nm  of  the    Htia  shall  have  been  laid  off  into  divisions  as  herein  after 
militim.  directed,  otic  fifteenth  roan  of  sach  of  their  militia  as  ex- 

ceed the  age  of  eighteen  years,  including  all  the  com- 
missioned and  non-^commissioned  officers  under  the  agt 
of  fifty  ycars^  deducting  those  who  shall  have  fnarcb' 
ed  at  the  time  of  th^  said  draft,  either  for  the  assistance^ 
Carolina  or  to  defend  the  posts  on  the  western  frontkri 
but  the  remaining  number  shall  furnish  one  fifteenth  mwn 
Hilitb  to  be  as  aforesaid.     The  county  lieutenant  or  command]ii| 
laidoffindi-  officer  of  each  county  or  corporation  within  this  com- 
cIwA^div?.     monwealth  ("except  as  before  excepted j  shall,  ifBme«U» 
fltontore.     ately  after  the  receipt  of  this  act,  summon  tbe'fieU 
emit  a  man.  officers  of  his  county  or  corpcrattoni,  the  four  seotir 
magistrates,  not  being  field  officers,  and  the  cottnoit- 
sioners  of  the  tax,  to  meet  at  such  place  as  he  shall  ap- 
point, within  ten  days  after  due  notice  to  them  gtv«9, 
,     .which  said  field  officers^  magistrates,  and  commissiO»- 
ors,  or  a  majority  of  those  attending,  having  first  laktlt 
the  oath  to  be  administered  by  the  senior  magistrnir 
to  the  other  members^  and  by  some  one  of  the  otbciv 
to  him,  to  do  equal  and  impartial  Justice  to  the  besl^ef 
their  Judgment  therein,  shall,  with  the  assistance  of  ihr 
captains  or  commanding  officers  of  the  several  mitilift 
companies,  who  shall  also  be  summoned  to  attendiwiib 
their  roils,  distinguishing  carefully  thereon  invaKdb, 
those  persons  who  may  have  arrived  to  eighteenyeiAMf 
age,  those  who  niay  have  come  within  the  district  of4^ 
company,  and  also  those  who  may  have  removeilittr 
died  since  the  delivery  of  his  last  list  to  tlie  lieat^taic 
of  the  county,  and  giving  such  information  npnti^ftflj^ 
proceed  to  lay  off  and  divide  the  county  andinilWfe 
into  as  many  separate  districts  and  divisions  aft  0te 
,  number  of  men  required  by  this  act  shall  make  txetii^ 

^ ,  sary,  in  which  districts  they  shall  include  ail  flMlif^ 

sessable  property  in  the  said  county  or  corpon^Mili 
and  shall  so  arrange  it  in  the  several  distriets 
have  as  equal  a  distribution  thereof  as  thenatUM  ( 
I  case  will  admit  among  the  several  divisionsi 

shall  consist,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  fifteen  m^n  i 
The  divisions  thus  constituted  may  collect  among  lhup> 
selves  any  sum  of  money  in  addition  to  the  inmSkf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAY  1780— 4tk  OF  COMMONWEALTH.  Ui9 

liereafttr  meDtioned,  anH  deposit  it  in  the  hands  of  some 
ime  of  their  body,  to  be  by  them  chosen,  who  shall 
proceed  therewith  to  recruit  a  man  to  serve  in  the  con- 
tinental army  antil  the  last  day  of  December  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty  one.  Provided^  That 
he  shall  not  enlist  a  man  out  of  any  other  division  than 
kts  own,  until  such  division  shall  have  procured  a  man 
.Am*  itself.  And  to  prevent  fraud  or  collusion  herein, 
any  person  liable  to  assessment,  for  reimbursing  the 
said  sum,  or  any  other  person  on  his  or  her  behalf, 
«stiati  have  the  right  at  any  time  of  examining  tiie  same, 
'Aod  enquiring  into  the  manner  of  contribution  and  col- 

taction.     The  said  recruiting  officer  shall  be  furnished 
y  the  said  commissioners  of  the  tax  with  a  list  of  ibe 
«^  taxes  paid  on  the  property  within  his  district,  who 
AdiV  Ihereupon  proceed  to  collect  or  distrain  for  the 
flMHiey  so  advanced,  making  such  taxes  the  rule  of  pro- 
perlion,  and  shall  pay  the  money  collected  to  those 
ffho  may  have  advanced  the  same  for  the  purposes  a&re- 
iBud,  after  deducting  their  rateable  proportion  tbere- 
#iit.     The  cotmty  lieutenant  or  other  commanding  of-      |f  ,^  ^_ 
icer  of  the  county  or  corporatioa  shall  assemble,  on  cruited  in 
pie  said  thirtieth  day,  his  militia  at  such  place  as  he^^>'*  ^^ 
iba^tl  appoint;  and  if  any  division  shall  then  fail  to  de-  ^^  ^1^*^^* 
Svei^  a  recruit  as  aforesaid,  the  said  commanding  offi- 
tBtfr,  together  with  the  field  oncers  and  captains  of  the 
oeaniy,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  immediately  pro-^ 
4»ed  to  draft  an  able  bodied  man  by  fair  and  impar-  j^^^  of  mf. 
jM  lot  out  of  such  division,  to  serve  in  the  continental  vice. 
iimy  for  the  term  aforesaid;  who  may  nevertheless  be 
ftrmitted  to  procure  aq  able  bodied  man  in  his  room; 
and  any  person  who,  either  before  or  after  the  said  Substitutes 
ih^ft,  shall  enlist  an  able  bodied  soldier  to  serve  in  his  ^"'itted. 
jttead  durkig  the  war,  shall,  upon  delivering  him  to  the 
Minty  lieatenant  or  commanding  officer  of  the  militia 
itf  Us  county  or  corporation,  and  taking  his  receipt, 
ht  e&empted  from  all  future  drafts,  except  in  case  of 
actual  invasion;  the  soldier  so  enlisted  shall  receive  the 
tbooaty  allowed  by  this  act,  and  be  marched  with  the 
«ther  recruiis  in  the  manner  herein  after  directed.   No 
nan  shall  be  drafted,  anless  it  shall  appear  to  the 
taid  commamling  officer  that  he  possesses  bodily  abil- 
ity to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  soldier;  neither  shall  any 
HMVuit  be  accepted  of  in  a  division  by  the  said  com* 
IMMMling,officer»  unless  he  be  an  able  bodied  man. 
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And  in  order  to  encourage  the  said  men  to  enlist^  mj 
to  furnish  them  with  a  present  support  when  drafiedi 
that  blank  loan  office  certificates  of  one  thousaiHi 
pounds  of  nett  inspected  tobacco  each,  equal  to  the 
number  of  men  required  from  any  county  or  corpora* 
tion,  shall  be- transmitted  to  the  respective  command* 
'  ing  officers  of  the  militia,  who  shati  pay  one  of  the  said 

'    '  '**      certificates  to  each  of  the  said  recruits  or  drafts,  which 
'   said  certificates  shall  be  payable  to  the  said  recrintS'  or 
draft  holding  the  ^ame,  his  heirs,  executory,  adminis- 
trators, or  assigns,  at  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  he 
was  enlisted.  o 

Pkeeof  ren-      *^nd  be  it  enacted,  That  the*  commanding  o&e^dt 
desToot.       each  county  may  furlough  the  soldiers  obtained  byihb 
'  act  on  the  day  of  the  draft  aforesaid  fortbei  spacb  of 
ten  days,  after  which  he  shall  direct  them  to  rendet* 
voas  at  some  convenient  place  in  the  county,  from 
whence  the  said  commanding  offit^er  shall  cause^ifae 
said  recruits  to  be  marched,  under  an  officer  of  his  mi- 
Titia,  either  to  Fredericksburg,  the  town  of  HithnAod, 
•   Winchester,  Accomack  courthouse,.  Akxandria/'  ot 
Stautiton,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  the-^oiinty 
'  ^    \^. !  *    ^^  whence  they  go;  at  which  respecdve  places  the 
gdVemour,  with  the  advice  of  council,  wilt  appoint 
• '  proper  officers'  to  review  and  feceive  them,  anci  also 
give  necessary  orders  for  furnishing  the  said  retrtiics 
.    on  their  march  with  provisions  that  may  be  obtained 
under'an  act  of  tl>e  present  session  entitled  *^^  An  act 
-  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries for  the  use  of  the  army."  r 
Eetamsto      •/ind  be  it  Jkriher  enacted,  That  exact  retumsrshaR 
it  fnii4e  to    be  n^de  to  the  governour  b^  the  several  commtoding 
goveaiw.      officers  of  the  militia,  before  the  next  session  ^«ssenK 
bly,  of  the  number  of  their  respective  divisions,  togetb* 
er  with  receipts  for  the  men  by  them  actually  fiiratsli- 
-    ed,  who  shall  also  transmit  to  the  auditors  of  publidi 
accounts,  the  names  of  the  recruits  and  draftsao-wboli 
any  of  the  aforesaid  tobacco  certificates  are  paidafld 
delivered,  returning  such  of  them  as  remain  uudidpesed 
'                   of  to  the  said  auditors^  to  enable  them  to  adju^aod 
pa^forde-  settle  the  accounts  thereof  on  their  books.    EvefyipeiP- 
B^aen^es*  ^^^  failing  to  do  his  duty  as  herein  directed,>*sliatf '^^^^ 
feit  and  pay  the  following  sums  of-  tobacco,^  <td*«ii: 
^A  ^dunty  lieutenant  or  commanding  officer  shaHtfef* 
"  li^l  £ve  thousand  pounds;  a  field  oSu?Bdr^  zaagistraies 
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*  or  cdmnHssioiier,  Uiree  thottsand;  and  each  capt'iin, 
.  .two  thousand  five  hundred ,  pouods  of  tobacco,  to  be 
'  recovered  with  costs  in  tb^  court  of  the  county  wliere 

'isucfa  ddiiiqueot  resides,  on  bUI>  plaint,  or  information, 
^'Bo^  lo  be  applied,  one  half  to  the  informer,  and  the 
ofiier  to  the  lessening  the  levy  of  his  county. 

And  be  it  also  enacted^  That  if  any  division  previous  a  diiial^ii  9t 

•  'to  the  day  of  draft,  or  any  soldier  after  he  is  drafted,  draft  pradai. 
^  shall  appvehend  and  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer  f^f  ^J^^*^ 

m  any  county,  a  deserter  from  the  continental  armv  freai  service 

-or  from  the  troops  of  this  commonwealth,^  and  shall 
moreover  cause  such  deserter  to  be  conveyed  to  Jail, 

'  tbereto  lo  be  secured  by  the  warrant  of  such  com- 
><nafldiBg  officer,  such  division  or  draught  upon  pro- 

'  duotng  a  receipt  for  such  deserter  from  the  sheriff  or 
^  IfaUer,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  discharge  from  finding  a 

-■  soldier  or  personally  serving,  ami  such-  deserter  shall 

*  \)%  martbed  with  the  recruits  and  drafts  aforesaid,^  to  * 

on^  of  the  places  of  delivery  lierein  before  directed. 

.  And  such  comraanding  officer  shall  in  his  return  made 

"   t6^  the  govefnour,  particularly  note  the  deserters  so  as 
aforesaid  obtained. 

'        And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  Miaai«y,1mr 
oDjtfae  day  appointed  for  the  draft,  behave  himself  mu-  F«nMhtblc. 
cinoosly  or  riotously,  and  endeavour  to  excite  miitjny, 
riot,  or  resistance  to  the  execution  of  this  law,  that  each 

: '  and' every  person  or  persons  so  misbehaving,  shall  be; 
and  they  are  hereby  declared  soldiers  for  the  war,  in 

' '  this  state's  quota  of  continental  troops;  and  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  enquiring  into  such  oflences,  if  any  such  there 

'.shall  be,  the  commanding  officer  of  any  county  where 
soch  misconduct  shall  take  place,  shall  call  ft  court-  *^ . 

martial  of  the  field  officers  and  captains  of  the  county, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  within  three  days  after  such 

'  idraft,  and  opon^  doe  enquiry  and  proof  produced  of  any 

-    such  offender,  the  said  court  shaH  have  power,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  cause  such  offenders  to  be 
-arrested  and  conveyed  with  the  recruits  obtained  by    <;tii«^ert  or 
this  act,  to  Fredericksburg,  Richmond,  Winchester,  Menoniici 
'  Accomack  courthouse,  Alexandria^  or  Staunton,  and  ^'•^•^Z** 
aeKvered  with  them.     Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  any  plSSowW 
Quaker  or  Menonist  who  shall  be  so  drafted,  shall  be  vice,  but  a 
discharged  from  personal  service,  and  that  the  com-  r****^iJ^*J 

t    manding  officer  at  the  time  of  such  draft,  shall  and  be  ^  ^JZ^nl 
i^  faectby  empowered  and  refttured  to  eo^loy  any  two  piSSStf* 
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or  more  discreet  persons,  to  procure  on  the  best  termi 
tiiey  can,  a  proper  substitute  or  substitutes  to  serve  iu 
his  or  their  room,  and  to  adjust  and  divide  the  charge 
thereof  among  all  the  members  of  the  society  of  Qua- 
kers or  Menonists,  in  the  division  to  which  such  draft 
belongs,  in  proportion  to  their  assessable  property, 
and  to  auiliorize  the  sheriff  of  the  county  by  warrant 
under  his  hand,  to  levy  such  charge  by  distress  in  case 
of  2^\iy  member  refusing  or  neglecting  to  make  pay- 
ment thereof  within  five  days  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  demanded,  upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  per* 
son  so  refusing  or  neglecting;  and  for  the  more  easy 
execuliou   whereof,  the  Quakers  and  Menonists  shall 
be  placed  together  as  near  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit  in  the  same  divisions. 
AMo*tnce      -^trf  t«  *^  farther  enacted^  That  the  coeoty  courts 
to  widows  8c  may,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  grant  allow- 
*f*^id^*"^  ances  to  the  widows  and  aged  parents  of  any  soldier 
dfinc  in  scr-  ^^^  ''^^'*  ^^  ™*y  hereafter  die  in  actual  service,  upon 
vice.  proof  to  them  made  that  such  widows  or  aged  parents 

are  so  poor  that  they  cannot  maintain  themselves;  su^h 
allowance  not  to  exceed  one  barrel  of  corn  and  fifty 
pounds  of  nett  pork,  for  each  person  in  such  family 
annually,  in  lieu  6f  any  other  provision  heretofore 
made. 
Act  exempt-      ^^j  jg  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  mi- 
wS'pertoni  V****  '*^  ^^  exempts  millers  and  persons  employed  in 
employed  in  iron  works  (except  the  iron  works   belonging  to  the 
iffoa  ^<>rko    publick)  sliall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

the  public) 
repelled. 


^u-:.- 
,> 
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CHAR  XIII* 

An  act  the  more  effectually  to  pre* 
vent  and  punuh  desertion. 

WHEREAS  many  of  the  soldiers  in  the  iintnediate     ^ 

service  of  this  commonwealth,  and  io  the  battalions  hov  aptmT 
belonging  to  this  state  in  the  continental  army,  have  bended  aad 
deserted  therefrom,  to  the  dishonour  and  great  injury  ^••*^^'*' 
thereof;  and  as  the  laws  already  made  are  found  to  be 
insufficient  to  deter  from  deset'tion,  or  for  the  effectual 
apprehending,  securing,  and  sending  deserters  to  their 
several  companies,  from  whence  they  have  or  shall  de- 
sert: Therefore  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly 
(if  this  commonwealth^  That  the  commanding  officer  of 
every  militia  company  within  this  state  be^  and  they 
>re  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  apprehend,  all 
deserters  from  the  continental  army,  or  from  the  troops 
in  the  ser\'5ce  of  this  state  that  may  reside  or  come 
mihin  their  respective  districts,  and  to  command  the 
assistance  of  the  militia,  if  necessary,  for  that  purpose^ 
and  deliver  him  or  them  so  apprehended,  if  from  the 
continental  line,  to  some  continental  officer,  or  if  from      .  I 

the  state  troops  to  some  officer  in  the  said  service  with-  I 

in  the  county,  and  in  either  case  where  there  shall  be  ' 

fio  officer  or  post  within  fifty  miles  of  the  place  where  ! 

such  deserter  shall  be  apprehended,  the  deserter  shall  ' 

be  committed  to  the  jail  of  the  county,  there  to  remain 
until  he*  shall  be  removed  by  some  continental  officer, 
or  by  order  of  the  executive  power  of  tlie  state;  and 
the  jailer  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise  such  deserter 
four  times  in  the  Virginia  gazette;  that  the  person  con-^ 
yeying  and  delivering  such  deserter  over  and  above  a 
reward  of  sixty  pounds  for  apprehending,  shall  be  paid  *  '  < 
by  die  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth,  on  certificate 
from  the  proper  officer,  \>r  jailer,  after  the  rate  of  one  { 

dollar  per  mile  for  his  trouble  and  expense;  and  the  ! 

jailer  shall  be  paid  his  legal  fees  out  of  the  poblick  [ 

treasury.  j 

Anibe  ii  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  commanding   Feailiylbf 
officer  6(  a  company  of  militia  within  this  state,  shall  S^h!L*d  2e^  ' 

neglect  to  perform  the  duty  by  this  act  enjoined,  he  sert«r«        *  ' 

or  tBey  for  everjfc  such  neglect,  shall  severally  forfeit 
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ami  psy  the  sum  of  fire  hundred  pooods,  one  noitljr 
thereof  to  be  for  the  use  of  him  or  them  who  shall  pro* 
secnte  for  the  same  to  final  judgment,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  be  applied  towards  lessening  the  coonty  k^ 
Vy,  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint,  or  infomation  in 
the  court  of  the  county  where  the  said  neglect  may 
happen,  and  the  attorney  for  this  connooawealth,  and 
all  others  acting,  or  who  may  act  on  behalf  of  this  stale 
in  the  several  counties  within  the  same,  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  all  ofiences  com* 
mitted  against  this  act. 
Uaif  tad  U-  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  commander  of 
ibinty  oC  every  ship  or  other  vessel  that  shall  hereafter  sail  from 
coromtn^  ;any  port  or  harbour  of  this  state,  who  shall  ship'  or 
in  relation  coovey  away  on  board  his  vessel,  any  deserter  or  de- 
to  detefters.  serters  from  the  continental  army,  or  from  the  fo^c^ 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  state,  on  being  convicted 
thereof,  shall  pay  for  every  deserter  so  shipped  and  CGjotr 
veyed  away,  a  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recover- 
ed as  aforesaid,  and  inure  one  moiety  to  the  state,  and 
the  other  moiety  to  the  tnfisrmer;  and  all  wages  (Mr 
parts  of  wages  and  other  emoluments  that  might  at* 
crue  to  such  deserter,  shall  be  paid*  by  the  captain  of 
such  vessel,  or  the  merchant  or  factor  employing  such 
deserter  or  deserters,  into  the  state  treasury.  And 
every  commander  of  any  vessel  within  this  state,,  shall 
before  he  sails  upon  his  voyage,  make  out  upon  oadi» 
and  deliver  to  the  naval  oflicer  for  the  port  he  shall 
last  sail  from  within  this  state,  upon  his  voyage  afor^ 
said,  a  descriptive  list  of  all  his  officers,  marines,  and 
mariners,  belonging  to  his  said  vessel  for  the  said  voy- 
age, together  with  the  wages  and  other  emoluanents 
they  are  respectively  entitled  to,  upon  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing the  sum  of  five*  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
Oohr  ofas-  and  inure  in  the  manner  last  mentioned.  And  the  l>a* 
y»\  offioefo.  vai  oflker  is  hereby  directed  and  enjoined,  to  traasmit 
the  said  list  immediately  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
war  office  for  this  state,  who  ts  to  Uke  the  same  into 
Consideration  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  return  such  Ust 
-  to  the  naVal  officer,  certifying  the  deserters  (if  aii^ 
there  are)  contained  therein.  And  the  several  naval 
officers  are  directed  to  maketnit  attested  copies  of  such 
lists  so  returned,  for  any  person  requesting  the  sane, 
for  which  he  shall  receive  three  pounds;  and  if  the  iig^irt 
^any  officers,  marines,  or  mamnera  belongtog  to  nnj 
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0^4!^  ^wasel  as  af9resa}d^  shall rfeirai^tini^h»Mfi(6% 

pay,  deliver,  or  distribute  any  share  ^r  shares,  or  partf 

of  a  share  of  aity  uprise  whkh  shall  hereafter  be  iakea 

1^  ^y  so<A^  vessel  (the  oommander  of  which  is  requi* 

fed  by  this  act  to  make  out  such  list)  to  any  officer) 

ifBWpiae,  or  raariaer,  -w^ho  shall  be  certified  by  the  com* 

hiksiober  of  the  war  office  as  aforesaid  to  be  a  desert* 

«r,  such  agent  shall  be  accoantable  to  the  treasurer  of 

^is' state  for  the  time  being,  for  the  share,  or  shares,  or 

parts  of  a  sitare,  or  wages,  or  parts  of  wages,  and  other 

emolaments  so  paid,  delivered  or  distributed,  and  shall 

also  foHtit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  reco- 

-rered  and  applied  as  last  mentioned.    And  the  several   lists  of  Je- 

^^mmandiog  officers  of  the  respective  continental  and  SSiS^^* 

^State^TOgtments,  are  hereby  required  to  senddescrip-  tow«Koftq7* 

"tive^ists  of  the  deserters  from  their  several  regiments, 

loathe  commissioner  of  the  war  office  of  this  state,  for 

"the  parpose  of  detecting  such  deserters. 

■  •  And  whereas  many  deserters  from  the  aforesaid  re- 

'*^^metits  may  b^  sensible  of  their  folly  and  wickedtiess, 

*{h  viqhilang  their  faith  wasi  oaths,  in .  dishonourably 

afcatidonhig  thecaase  of  their  country  by  desertion,  and 

•Would  giadiy  b^  restored  to  the  favour  of  their  fellow  . 

1kl^ens«6y  a  sfieedy  return  to  their  several  companies 

*4aLtt6  regiments  during  the  war,  ora  certain  time  over 

'ttnd  above  their  several  engagements,  were  it  not  for 

<%lie  apprehensiim  of  an  ignominious  punishment;  there- 

jfore  to  qniet  the  minds  of  such,  and  to  prevent  all  ap- 

'^arance  of  excuse  to  any  who  shall  dare  to  r^ect  tUe 

"^rdon  and  indemnificiefction  in  this  act  hereafter  afield 

edy  -  -      .  ' 

'  ^eitjkriheirmaet^  by  the  authority  cfartiuidi  That  Pardon  ptoi 
the'  gaveraoiHT'of  this  commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  ^"j!!?  ** 
"hereby  dedred  to  write  to  his  excellency  the  com*  whoretM 
Mander  in^  chief  of  the  American  army,  immediately  totlioir4»; 
-^do^Yig  a  copy  of  this  act,  and  in  the  name  of  dre  ^' 
^gen^ral  assembly  of  this  state,  requesting  him  to  pro* 
^tairn  pardon  ta  all  deserters  from  th?  Virginia  line  of 

*  ahe  Continental  army,  wbo  shall  within  two  months  a^ 
*tef  ifh^  (iiibKcatton  of  this  act  return  to  their  several 

•  t?fmifMiifiie«,  if  on  land,  and  if  at  sea,  within  two  months 
"^after  their  return,  ^and  serve  during  the  war,  if  so  ett- 
%  "^Agied,  and  if  otherwise,  sliall  serve  two  years  over  and 
'  abc^e  the  time  for  whic^  he  or  they  engaged;  and  the 
^Kke  pgrdotr.isrhereby  t>fiered  taaU  deserters  from  ttie 
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farces  T9i%t6  for  tlie  inotmediate  defence  of  thUftttt^^ 
who  shall  return  to  their  duty  within  the  time  a}tow^ 
to  deserters  from  the  continental  army,  and  contum.e. 
in  the  service  in  like  manner.     And  in  case  the  coot- 
mander  in  chief  shall  offer  pardon  as  aforesaid,  such, 
deserters  as  shall  take  the  benefit  of  the  ^ame,  and  all 
such  others  as  shall  take  the  benefit  of  the  pardon.herc*. 
in  offered,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  all  the  bounties^ 
gratuities,  and  allowances  offered  or  granted,  or  that/^ 
are  or  may  be  due  to  the  soldiers  in  the  contineutal  or  ' 
state  regiments,  for  the  time  that  he  or  they  may  bave\ 
Punishment  served,  as  though  he  or  they  had  never  deserted.    And 
<***"»^  *^  all  who  shall  neglect  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  ^' 
oftei^^^par-  thereof,  including  such  as  may  hereafter  desert,  fromi 
dun.  either  army,  shall,  and  may  be  apprehended  by  virtue!!* 

of  this  act,  any  time  hereafter,  within  the  term  of  tei^! 
years;  and  if  apprehended  after  the  expiration  of  tt)e^ 
present  war,  and  before  the  expiration.of  the  said  tea' 
years,  shall  be  committed  on  board  some  vessel  of  war', 
in  the  service  of  this  state,  or  into  some  fort^  garrisp^ 
or  mines  belonging  to  the  same^  there  to  serve  the  term ' 
of  five  years,  ./,, 

Penalty  for     ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  any  person  wfco 
employinif    shall  employ  for  more  than  forty  eight  nours,  or  who 
iwp^-rtl'  ****"  conceal  or  secrete  any  deserter  from  the  coiiti- 
era.         *    nental  array,  or  the  forces  of  this  state,  shall  forfeit  apd 
pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recoveriMi 
and  applied  as  last  mentioned:    Provided^  That  aiyr 
person  prosecuted  for  employing,  concealing,  or  se^ 
arreting  such  deserters,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  known  him  to  have  been  such  deserter,  unless  he 
shall  give  in  evidence  upon  the  trial,  a  certificate  of 
some  justice  of  the  peace  within  this  state,  or  of  Sonne 
field  o0icer  of  the  militia  thereof,  bearing  date  previ- 
ous to  the  time  of  such  employing,  concealing,  or  se« 
creting,  certifying  that  such  justice  or  field  officer  hath 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  so  employed, 
secreted,  or  concealed,  ("mentioning  his  name  and  de- 
scribing bis  person^  is  not  a  deserter. 
Commence-      ^"^  ^^  ^^^  ^"^  ^^^^  "^  person  shall  be  subjected  to 
ment  of  this  pay  the  penalties  in  this  act,  provided  before  the  same 
^^  .  shall  be  sufficiently  promulgated.  Be  it  enacted^  That 

this  act  shall  not  be  of  any  force  or  effect  until  forty 
days  after  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  assembly; 
.  that  a  copy  of  this  act  be  sent  to  each  of  the  command- 
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11^  officers  of  the  several  regiments  in  the  ccyntinental 
line  from  this  state,  and  of  the  several  regiments  which 
are  or  may  be  raised  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this 
state,  who  are  hereby  directed  without  delay,  to  cause 
tbe  same  to  be  published  in  their  respective  regiments. 

And  whereas  congress  hath  recommended  it  to  the      Deserters 
raipective  legislatures,  to  provide  for  the  apprehend-  from  the  ar- 
il^ and  securing  deserters  from  the  army  or  navy  of  ™j^^*^"^jv^'J^ 
odt*  allies;  Be  tV  enactedy  That  the  commanding  officer  apprehend- 
of  every  militia  company  within  this  state,  shall  pursue  ed. 
the  same  steps  for  apprehending  deserters  from  the  ar- 
TOfy  or  aavy  of  our  allies,  as  are  prescribed  for  appre- 
Ii^citJng  deserterjs  from  the  continental  army;  and  all 
sirch  deserters  so  apprehended,  shall  be  committed  to         •  -'-'i 
tlie  common  jail  of  the  county  wherein  he  or  they  shall 
be  skpprehended,  and  the  jailer  shall  thereupon  adver- 
tKe'siilch  deserter  or  deserters  four  weeks  in  the  Vir- 
f^nta  gazette,  to  the  end  that  the  French  consul  resid- 
ing m  this  state,  may  have  proper  notice  thereof,  and 
taxe  such  measures  therein,  as  he  shall  see  fit;  and  the 
same  reward  and  fee  shall  be  paid  for  such  apprehend: 
log  and  seciuring  as  are  allowed  in  the  case  of  desert- 
eit^  ftt>m  the  continental  or  state  forces. 

And'he  it  farther  enacted^  That  so  much  of  all  for- 

.10^  laWK  as  respects  deserters,  shall  be,  and  the  same 

is  hereby  repealed,  except  so  much  of  an  act  entitled 

"  An  act  for  recruiting  the  quota  of  this  state  in  the 

CdatiDeiital  army,"  as  relates  to  deserters, 
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,A7i  act  cifftxing  penalties  to  certain 
crimes  iiyurious  to   the  Inde^j^n^ 
dence  of  America^  hut  less  Ihim  trett'- 
son^  and  repealing  the  oxi  fo't  the] 
punUhmejit  of  certain  offerices. 

framble.         WHEREAS  by  the  act  "  For  the  ptmisbmenr  tf 
c^tahi  offences,"  penalties  are  annexed  ta  partieuhi^ 
8eeTol.9,  c^ses  of  guilt,  which,  though  jnferiour  in  matigrttQf  td 
*•  ^^"         treason,  are  yet  injurious  to  the  independence  of  Atnttl*- 
Ua;  blit  the  following  among  other  doubts  have  aris^.' 
upon  the  construction  thereof,  what  court  can  of  ti^m- 
claim  jurisdiction  of  such  crimes,  and  by  what  mod# 
of  prosecution  offenders  are  to  be  brought  to  trialj  B$ 
it  enacted  by  the  Ueneral  ^ssmnHy,  That-sd  mach'^ 
the  said  act  as  comes  within  the  purview  of  this,  frM 
atnd  kder  the  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  oftf 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eif^hty^'isfmN 
sfond  repealed;  but  nothing  contained  in  this  act  con>2 
qeming  the  repeal  of  the  aforesaid  act,  slmll  give  arhf^ 
manner  of  benefit  or  advantage  to  any  person  6r  pet**' 
ibns,  wlio  shall  have  committed  any  of  the  crifnes  de- 
scril^ed  in  the  said  act  before  the  said  first  ^ay  of  Au^ 
gust,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  tried  for  the 
same,  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  «< 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  onef 
but  they,   and  every  of  them  shall,  being  legaHy^coii- 
victed  tliereof,  according  to  the  directions  of  that  act, 
suffer  such  fine  and  imprisonment  as  they  and  every «f 
them  would  have  suffered,  had   this  act  never  bwd 
made.     From  and  after  the  aforesaid  first  day  of  At** 
l^aishment  g^g^^  5^  jj^e  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  HuD* 
tertin^ihmt    ^^^^  ^"^  ^igl^ty^  l»e  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  guihy  of 
the  United     a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  with  fine  and 
States  ou^t  io) prison ment,  who  by  writing,  or  by  printing,  or  bf 
dknT^the*  ^^P^"^  preaching,<)r  hy  express  words,  shall  malicfOUl^ 
crown  or       ly>  advisedly,  and  directly  maintain  or  affirm,  that  tli^ 
l»rruiment     JJniied  States  of  Americ  a,  or  any  or  either  of  thcil 
^2d^^       olight  to  be  dependant  on  the  crown  of  Great  Brif AiH 
ir  CD  the  British  parUament^  or  who  shall  maliciotdyi 
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•dvhedly,  andrdirectly  acknowledge  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  tfie  lawful  sovereigu  of  the  United  States  Jjj^^^*' 
of  America,  o**  any  or  either  of  them;  or  who  shall  mttt  wtMipitft 
.V  liciQusiy,  advi^fdly,  and  directly  acknowledge  him,  ot  ophlmaelf  g 

herself,  to  be  a  iubject  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain;  or*^'^!**^'' 
^^'i  who  Shall  maiiridusly,  advisedly,  and  directly  attri« 
bane  to  the  ki4t9'Or  parliament  of  Great  Briuin,  any 
jurisdiction  or  .^wer  within  this  commonwealth;  of 
,who  shall  by  any  ways  or  means  put  in  practice^  to 
,'  withdraw  any  person  within  this  commonwealth^  from 
;  his  or  her  allegiance  to  the  same,  or  any  or  either  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  move  sudi  person  to  promise  ; 

ai|y. obedience  or  allegiance  to  the  king  or  parliament 
y  i  of-Gdwat  Britain;  or  who  shall  by  any  means  be  wil^ 
't2  Silgly  withdrawn  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  promise  any  ''  ^ 

ife    rtisdieoce  or  allegiance  to  the  king  or  parliament  m 
i*^    $reat  Britain,  as  is  aforesaid;  or  who  shall  ei       i\  our  q^.^  ^^^^i  dii- 
^r^    ttcdissuade.or  discourage  any  person,  not  being  tiis  or  courage  en. 
^    W  f«d[ier,  floo,  son«in-law,  grand-son,  brother,  or  hus-  Iiatments,  ot 
\^i    l^Mud^frora  enlisting  into  the  service  of  this  common-  g^^vice.^^Dr^ 
^     Wtailh,  either  among  the  troops  raised  or  to  1     n/i  >f  d  advise  to 
(^     Ant  the  internal  defence  thereof,  or  as  its  quota  of  the  tubmit  t« 
\^     c0DtisieBtal*army,  or  who  shall  maliciously  and  di-^^  ****>'• 
,^     fsectly;eadeavour  to  dissuade  or  discourage  any  man 
.t     belaagfog  to  the  militia,  from  entering  hito  servioei 
,[.     wbeo  caUed  upon  by  due  authority;  or  who  shall  xo/^^ 
jp     lictously  or  directly  advise  any  person  to  submit  to  the 
1^      Bcitisb  enemy,  in  case  of  invasion,  and  not  to  attempt  to 
;;      friMidraw  him  or  herself  from  their  power;  or  who  shall 
.,      isalicioasly  and  directly  advise  any  person  to  enter- 
^o.any  one  or  more  of  the  British  enemy,  unless  in 
captivity;  or  who  shall  maliciously,  advisedly  and  di-  ^^  ^i^osiian 
rectly  by  writing,  printing,  or  open  speaking,  wish  with  hesltk, 
health,  prosperity,  or  success  to  the  king  of  Great  Bri-  or  lucceu  to 
tain;  every  counsellor,  aider,  abetter,  or  procurer  of  ^*^"*i»' 
aof  offender  against  this  act,  shall  be  adjudged  a   .   -^^ 
principal,  and  suffer  as  in  case  of  a  principal.      The  offence, 
general  court  or  any  county  court  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tloQ  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  offences,  although 
Ibe  same  hath  not  been  committed  within  the  limits  of 
auch  couQty;  provided  the  offender  shall  have  fled,  or 
the  OMinty  in  which  the  same  was  committed  shall  be 
iavftded;  which  oflence  may  be  prosecuted,  either  by 
ittdictaieiit  or  informauon,  in  the  name  of  the  common- 
weallh..    The  petit  jury  shall  assess  the  quantum  of 
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tke  fine,  and  duration  of  the  imprisonmeDl;  the  former 

of  which  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 

Churge  to  weight  of  crop  tobacco,  nor  the  latter  five  years.  This 

ff*»^j*«y-    act  shall  be  given  in  charge  to  every  grand  jury  is 

often  as  the  same  shall  be  impanneled  in  the  genera) 

When  seeu.  ^^^^  <»^  county  court.     If  upon  the  acquittal  of  lany 

ffity  maybe    person  charged  with  any  of  the  above-mentioned  of- 

f<eqttire<L       fences,  the  court  before  which  he  was  tried  shalFb^  of 

opinion  that  there  was  probable  cause  for  tbe  accusa* 

tion,  they  shill  require  surety  for  his  good  behaviour, 

in  a  reasonable  penalty,  and  for  a  reasonable  term;  and 

in  case  of  a  refusal  to  give  the  same,  he  shall  be  corp-^ 

mitted  to  close  jail,  there  to  remain  until  such  security 

8«ntence  to  shall  be  given.      The  clerk  of  the  general  or  county 

be  publish-    qq^j^  before  whom  any  person  shall  be  convicted  df 

any  of  the  above  offences^  sliall  cause  tlie  judgment  of 

the  court  to  be  published  for  three  weeks  succ^ssiV^l^ 

fimcfefttioii  in  the  Virginia  gazette.  .  No  person  shall  be  prosec^- 

•f  prosecu-    ted  by  virtue  of  this  act  for  any  words  spoken,  unless 

^**"'  the  information  of  such  words  be  given  to  some  justice 

of  the  peace  within  thirty  days  after  such  words  spo-* 

ken;  and  the  prosecution  of  such  offence  be  widnu'  sii 

months  after  such  information.      Any  justice  of  the 

'uktT*'^^^  ^^  peace  may  bind  over  any  person  charged  with  any  of 

^         *'        the  above-mentioned  offences  to  his  next  county  court,* 

or  commit  him  to  close  jail  in  case  of  refusal  to  give 

security  for  his  appearance.      An  information  sliaH 

therefore  be  filed  as  aforesaid;  and  the  county  cdoil 

may,  if  they  see  cause,  compel  the  offender  to  eiuer  in^ 

to  a  recognizance,  with  sufficient  security  to  answer 

the  judgment  of  the  court.     This  act  shall  continae  la* 

force  during  the  war.  * 
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Alt  act  tp^  amend  an  act  for  raisins  a 
'  -  supply  of  money  for  the  use  ofthe 
United  Stales^  and  for  other  pur^ 
eposes'* 

\  WJIEREAS  the  tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  the  last  A*^*  "^^SS* 
^^dpn,  of  assembly,  enticed  "  Ad  act  for  raising  a  sup-  oflj^  to  a 
ply  pf  money  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  ux  repeml- 
Q{Ktn..t|)e  venders  of  goods,  bath  been  found  to  be  un«  edinptrt. 
)9At|  ^p  far  as  it  is  retrospective  or  subjects  them  to  a 
ttK  p{  two  and  a  half  per  centum;  Be  it  iher^ore  enacts 
^hjfji^  General  Assembly,  That  so  much  ofthe  said 
aqt  ^  respects  goods  or  merchandizes,  sold  by  any 
v^nder„  previous  to  the  £rst  day  of  January  last;  and 
al^  so  mucl^  thereof  as  subjects  such  goods  and  roer- 
cl)an^izes  to  a  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  centum,  shall 
bf^  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  but  the  said  act 
^ll  h^ve  full  operation  as  to  subjecting  all  goods  and 
lu^rchandize  to  a  tax  of  two  per  centum,  sold  by  any 
.^cb. vender  since  the  said  first  day  of  January  last. 
PropiJedy  That  any  retail  vender  who  may  have  paid 
sncS  ta;c  for  goods  sold  before  the  said  first  day  of 
J^uary^  shall  have  returned  to  him  the  money  so 
p^Id*    ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  so  much  of  an  Act  authorl* 
%^  parsed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ^^KV*J' 
levjfiij^  nine^  entitled  "  An  act  providing  a  farther  sup-  Jit^n  td^ 
pty^^lhe  exigence?  of  government,"  as  enacts  that  vwicc,  rc- 
any  person  may  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  this  common-  pe«led. 
wealth  for  the  time  being,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
Dot  less  than  two  hundred  pounds,  in  advance  for  tax- 
es not  yet  due,   and  which  may  hereafter  accrue,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,      ^nd  be  it  farther      TreMortr 
enacted y  That  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  for  ?^J***^* 
the  time  being  (having  first  taken  an  oath  before  some  ^JJ^tcrfeit 
justice  ofthe  peace,  to  do  impartial  justice  therein,  ac-  paper  mo* 
cording  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  obtained  a  ^^7* 
certificate  thereof)  be,  and  he  is  hereby  constituted  and 
appointed  the  judge  of  all  such  counterfeit  paper  mo- 
ney as  shall  be  tendered  or  oficred  in  payment  at  the     Hit  power 
publick  treasury;  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  di-  c^il^rfcit  ' 
rected  to  deface  each  and  every  paper  money  bill  so  bilb; 
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tnent  shall  hare  been  counferfetta^,  w^s^  or  iiiltiiwA 

by  catting  a  pfece  oat  of  9ucb  blli  from  wMtemrfim 

•middle  thereof  as  may  be,of  twi^  indies  in  len^bflil 

one  in  breadth  at  the  least,  where  flieowii«r<or:tMM)fl^ 

er  of  the.  same  shall  nor  abject  to  it;  and  laeaMaf  tuck 

When  he  pbHctioo,  he  shall  call  to  hfs  assistance  twO'Of  the  «#- 

may  csll  to  ditors  of  pablick  accounts,  wlio.  having  first taken^tte 

miJt^^Qf  ^"^^  ^^^^'  *^*"'  *<^?^**«*  ^•^'^  ^^  treasurer,  4emm\$m 

t&e«ttdUtort.  by  a'  majority  of  voices  whether  any  sooh  aKpeaicd 

bill  hath  been  counterfeited^  erased,  of  Itheredt  •rufer 

gemiine,  according  to  which  deierminaiioD  sudi/iui} 

shall,  or  shall  not  be  defoced  as  aforesaid.     Pr^^iM 

nevertheless,  That  this  act  shall  not  take  place  mlil 

the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly.   :     m-iiiil 

•    .  lib 

CHAP.  XVI.  ^^••^. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts '^^ 
assembly  respecting  the  inspeetifiut 
of  tobacco.  > 

Salaries  of     WHEREAS  the  mode  heretofore  adopted  ^fA- 

toSacGo*  ni-^^"S  inspectors  hath  been  found  improperi  andtiMidD- 

ted  in  to-  '   lowances  very  inadequate  to  their  trouble;  J9^^  eWlft- 

bacco.  eti,  Tijat  Instead  of  tlie  allowance  heretofci^  malteky 

law  to  the  inspectors  for  inspecting  tobacco,  Aey^tlWl 

be  ailoivcd  and  paid   the  following  salatieiTi  tl^C^ii- 

mence  from  the  tenth  day  of  October  next,  'tiialirto 

say:  To  each  of  the  inspectors  at  Guilford'slHMKMPlli* 

.  goteague,  under  one  inspection,  fifteen  hundred- pomdl 

of  tobaccoj  at  Roy's,  three  thousand;  at  Kertnotf^'JiC 

thousand  eight  liundred;  at  Boiling's  Point,'  fclif  tfcOB* 

sand  two  hundred;  at  BoHingbrook,  fourthoimtid»1V0 

hundred;  at  Cedar  Point,  four  thousand  twt^luilMlid; 

at  Hobb's  Hole,  one  thousand  eight  himdrrt5ilt"BiW^ 

""  .  ler's,   two  thotnand;  at   fjayton's,  two  thofisandf4hif 

-   hundred;   at  Colrhester,    tvVo   thousand  fi^urhtmdMd; 

^  at  Alexandria^  two  thousand  foar  hundred$'8^tlliFAHi 
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^PioCMbmck,  otie4hp<i8«od  eight  huodredj  %t  V^ny^ 
MsMky  oii«  thousand'  eight  hundred;  ai  Peacon't 
tfecki  one  Iheutandl  eight  hundred;  at  Crotchfield'Si 
Hmte  tbonsandi  at  Page's,  three  thousand;  at  Warwick, 
one  thoosand  five  hundred;  at  Gary's,  three  thousand; 
•tRocky  Ridge,  four  thousand  two  hundred;  at  Os* 
-bome'S)  four  thousand  two  hundred;  at  John  Boiling's, 
Ikree  thousand;  at  Byrd's,  four  thousand  two  hundred; 
aiShockoe's,  ibur  thousand  two  hundred;  at  Smith* 
£dd,  one  thousand  five  hundred;  at  Shepherd's,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred;  at  Manupike,  and  Frasier's, 
under  one  inspection,  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  at 
SWd's  and  Aylett'^,  under  one  inspection,  two  thoue 
sand  four  hundred;  at  Boyd's  Hole,  one  thousand  ei^t 
hundred;  at  Falmouth,  thi^ee  thousand;  at  Dixon's, 
three  thousand;  at  Gibson's,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred;  at  Davis's,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  at  North 
Wicomico  and  South  Wicomico,  under  one  inspection, 
one  thousand  five  hundred;  at  Indian  creek,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundi*ed;  at  Deep  creek,  one  thousand  eight 
famidred;  at  Urbanna,  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  at 
Milner's,  one  thousand  five  hundred;  at  South  Quay, 
two  thousand  four  hundred;  at  Cherrystone's  and  Hun- 
ger's, under  one  inspection,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred; at  Littlepage's,  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  at 
the   Brich«>House,  one  thousand   eight  hundred;  at 
Coan's,  two  thousand;  at  Boyd's,  four  thousand  two 
hundred;  at  Davis's,  four  thousand  two  hundred;  at 
Blandford,  four  thousand  two  hundred;  at  Quantico, 
f>or  thousand  two  hundred;  at  Dumfries,  four  thousand 
Iwo  hundred;  at  Cat  Point,  one  thousand  five  bun- 
dled;* at  Totuskey,  two  thousand;  at  Cabin  Point,  tivo 
ifaoosand;  at  Gray's  creek,  one  thousand  five  hundred; 
at'Aquia,^  two  thousand  four  hundred;  at  Fredericks- 
burg:^ three  thousand  six  hundred;  at  Bdyston's,  three 
drausand  six  hundred^  at  Penbeigh,  one  thousand  two 

.  hundred;  at  Nomony,  one  thousand  eight  hundred;  at 
Ijeedf  and  Mattox,  under  one  inspection,  one  thousand 
^ght  bandred;  at  Yocomico  and  Rust's,  under  one  in* 

.  apectien,^  two  thousand  four  hundred;  at  the  Capital 
^acid  College  landings,  under  one  inspection,  one  tho»- 

•  sand  eight  hundred;  at  Roe's,  one  ttiousand  five  hun- 
dred.   Protiied  dvunp^  That  every  person  appoint- 
ed, or  to, be  appointed  an  inspector  shall,  before  he 
«MI  be  entitled  to  the  above-mentioned  salary,  enter 
Vol/x.     *  K  2 
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into  bMd  with  good  secnrity,  io  tbe  ptndtyofpMI 
-Inspeotort  thoosand  pounds,  payable  to  the  govenumr  for^te 
to  give  bond,  ^j^^  ^^j^^^  ^^^  l,^^  successoars,  to  the  use  ortbei»ai| 
monwealth,  witb  condition  for  the  true  and  iaithfi|a 
performance  of  his  duty  according  to  law.      AoiH 
any  person  shall  presume  to  execute  the  office  of  an  Ufe 
Penaltf  for  spector  of  tobacco,  after  the  said  tenth  day  ofOctoiMK 
tcUng  with-  u^^i^  without  having  previously,  given  aaoh  bood|«ed 
taken  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  he  shall  forfeit  awl 
pay  five  thousand  pounds;,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  commonwealth,  and  ^he  other  ntHCty  to  tb^ 
/  '         use  of  any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same;  to  be  re» 
tovered  with  cost,  by  action  of  debt  or  informatioQy  io 
a^  court  of  record.  •  .a 

Intpectton      And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  there  shidl  be  paid 
*^5^  to  the  inspectors  at  each  of  the  said  warehouses,  tifBO* 

ty  two  pounds  of  tobacco  for  every  liogshead  of  ttpbaor 
CO  by  them  inspected,  to  be  paid  by  the  ownoe  at  thr 
time  of  receiving  and  inspecting  the  same.      Tbatlfai 
Storage.        inspectors  at  each  warehouse  shall,  in  lieu  of  thes^ 
lowance  now  by  law  given  for  storage,  payrto.the.pKr 
prietor  thereof  fovr  pounds  of  tobacco  for.  each  hog^ 
head  so  received  and  inspected;  and  for  all  tobaooa 
lying  more  than  twelve  months,  at  the  -  rate .  of  sifc 
pounds  of  tobacco  a  year  for  each  hogshead^  to:bt 
Ke-pHzing.    P^^id  by  the  shipper.    There  shall  be  paid  the. inspect 
tors  for  every  hogshead  which  shall  be  repriced,  for 
reprising  and  finding  nails,  fifteen  pounds  of  tobacco 
to  be  paid  by  the  proprietor;  for  every  hogshead  {MJft 
ed  up  and  exchanged  for  transfer  notes,  and  finding 
nails,  fifteen  pounds  of  tobacco  to  their  own  use;  omi 
the  shipper  of  every  such  hogshead  of  tobacco  9hail 
pay  to  the  inspectors  at  the  time  of  shipping  the  saflM^ 
four  pounds  of  tobacco  for  storage,  to  the  use  of  4kr 
proprietor  of  the  warehouse  from  whence  su6h  tobap- 
,  .      CO  shall  be  shipped.    The  grand  jury  at  the  sesston  «f 
to  hzth^  *^  general  court  in  the  month  of  October  in  eveiy 
value  of  to-  year,  shall  estimate  the  current  price  of  traasfer  Ifl^ 
bmcco  wOe^    bacco,  at  which  rate  the  tobacco  herein  before  ftsxMt 
immouJyV'  tively  mentioned  shall  be  paid  in  money:  And  the^ 
of  the  general  court  shall  immediately  after  eac^  eiit- 
Tobacco  on  mate  made,  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  sevendji^ 
board  ves-     spectors  within  this  state  for  their  direction*      All  li* 
or'parwU^  hacco  found  on  board  any  vessel  in  casks,  butt;,  «r 
forfeited,      parcels,  for  which  no  manifest  is  given  (e^ioefil  wbefl^ 
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i&fiMy  be  enrried  from  one  plantation  to  another^  or 
Wrtsr  borne  lo  be  iuspected)  or  where  any  tobacco  y»T^'^ptioBfc 
|iMS8ed  or  packed  to  be  shipped  off  without  being  in- 
j^fMCted,  in  either  case  all  such  tobacco  shall  be  for- 
&ited,  and  may  be  seised  by  any  person  whatsoever, 
iknd  the  master  or  skipper,  if  a  white  man,  offending 
bereio,  shaU  moreover  forfeit  three  times  the  value  of         •         • 
M«h  lobaceo,  to  be  recovered  with  costs,  by  action  of  Penalty. 
'4Ai  or  information,  in  any  court  of  record,  by  any 
jMTson  who  wiH  sue  for  the  same;  and  if  the  skipper  is 
arrittve^  he  shall  receive  thirty  nine  lashes,  and  his  mas* 
ter  be  liable  to  the  above-mentioned  penalty.     If  any    .'?«P«cton 
ittspaetors  shall  give  a  receipt  for  tobacco  not  actually  ^Iplf  f^* 
received,  or  shall  purchase,  either  directly  or  indirect-  tobacco  not 
Ijrv--  ia»y  tobacco,  every  such  inspector  shall,  in  either  P**?^»  ^^ 
€«se,  forfeit  three  times  the  value  of  such  tobacco  to  tJb*cco,*pe. 
tfiry  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  nalty  for. 
^aei  aforesaid,  and  moreover  be  deemed  incapable  of      ^ 
luiidia^  his  office*      If  any  inspector  shall  neglect  to  .  Penalty  en 
attend  at'his  warehouse,  not  having  a  reasonable  ex-  f"nfnf ^{*o"|it. 
ease,-  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco  tend  ware-  ' 
4br  every  day  be  shall  fail  to  attend,  to  any  person  whp  houst^. 
mil  «ie  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  by  warrant  be- 
Ibre  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  where  such 
inspector  resides,  and  moreover  be  liable  to  the  action 
trf*  the  party  injured.     If  any  warehouse  be  burnt  by  if  warehouse* 
the  common  enemy,  the  loss  sustained  thereby  sliall  ^^^y  ^^^^ 
mot  be  made  good  by  the  publick.     If  any  inspectors  hc  not  Ua- 
shaU  neglect  to  pay  the  proprietors  of  warehouses  the  ble 
iKots  of  the  same  at  the  time  required  by  law,  it  shall  '^"J!?f^'^^' 
fcelawftil  for  any  court  of  record,  upon  motion  to  give  ^tCgf  in. ' 
jttdgment  against  such  inspectors  for  the  penalty  of  spectors  for 
tiieir  bond,  and  award  execution  thereupon,  provided  ^^^ 
"Aey  have  ten  days  previous  notice  of  such  motion;  but 
sseh  judgment  may  be  discharged  by  accounting  for 
and  paying  what  shall  be  really  due,  within  one  month, 
t/fnd  be  it  farther  enactedj  That  the  county  court  of    ^^  ^^ 
Eiizabeth  City  shall  recommend,  once  in  every  year,  EliaabctJ  ^ 
to  the  govemour  or  chief  magistrate  for  the  time  be-  City  tore. 
ing,  two  proper  persons  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting,  w>n»mend 
retBspecting,  or  repacking  of  tobacco  in  the  said  coun-  low  annu^u 
ty,  which  tobacco  shall  be  at  the  risk  of  the  proprie-  ly. 
UUrm  proprietors  thereof;  and  the  inspectors  shall  be  . 
wtilled  to  receive  for  their  trouble,  six  pounds  for  each 
begabe^  iirom  the  person  employing  them.    And  be 
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U  fdrihtr  tntteied^    That  no  two  principal  ii»pecl«rs 

Kotwoia-  belongiog  to  the  same  warehouse  shall  he  obliged  to 

Sttemre^   perform  militia  daty  out  of  ihcir  county  at  the «am^ 

liouse^  to      time;  but  when  any  two  such  inspectors  «ha]l  happen 

perform  mi-  to  he  hi  a  division  or  divisions  called  out  at  the^sanie 

tiS  *^  time,  they  shall  cast  lots  which  of  the  two  shall  per^ 

"""^      **    form  a  tour  of  doty;  and  eveiy  inspector  excused  from 

The  one  to  Service  on  such  casting  of  lots,  shall  perform  bis  toor 

nerform»to   of  duty  when  the  division  to  which  he  may  Usloiig 

be  decided    gi|g||  [^  next  called  into  service.     So  madh  of  »ei^ery 

bj  lot.  0CI  i^nd  acts  as  comes  wttUn  the  purview  of  tbie  act,  is 

hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  fiartktr  enaded^  That  so  much  of  the  kei 

entitled  "  An  act  for  reviving  several  publitk  waited 

2j^J^*^  bouses  for  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  and  for  other  p«f* 

posesy"  and  of  two  other  acts  passed  in  May  and  Oo^ 

tober,  one  thousand  s^en  hundred  and  seventy  tiin^' 

as  is  not  repealed  by  tU$  act,  shall  continue  and  beW 

6>rce,  from  and  a(W  the  expiration  thereof,  t#geibt# 

with  this  act,  until  tbelastday  of  September,  onetfaoui' 

sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  from  Amat» 

to  the  end  of  tbe  next  session  of  assembly.    Prmvida^ 

V^^^saas^o  tdw^f  That  notbmg  in  this  or  the  said  actstrontainv 

warehouse    ed,  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  estate  or  r^ht'of. 

m^AkiMi-^    Ihe  proprietor  in  the  land  whereon  the  warebousctt  ia^ 

^^  the  town  of  Alexandria  stand,  after  the  term  of  oigh« 

teen  months  from  tbe  passing  of  this  act. 


CHAP.  XVII,  :i 


i*r 


Ah  Get  for  altering  the  salaries  here-^ 
tojore  given  ia  the  judges  of  the^ 
Superiour  courts.  ' 

»w»ble  WHEREAS  the  separation  of  the  judiciary  from 

the  legislative  power  is  esteemed  in  the  Declaration  of 
Rights  as  one  of  those  leading  canons  which  ought  to 
be  the  foundation  of  government;  and  the  constitution 
of  the  commonwealth  hath,  in  conformity  to  this  prin^ 
ciplci  forbidden  that  the  one  shall  at  any  time  encroach 
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«ip«»  the  other;  bat  (irom  the  circamstances  of  the  thnes 
It  In»'  heretofore  become,  and  is  now  again  necessary 
to-  Tai^  the  stipends  annexed  to  the  judiciary  deparc- 
mv^  BeU^nacted  by  the  Otnercl  Aumbhj^  That  the    salariei  of 
aalaritff  given  by  any  act  of  assembly  now  in  force  to  judres  of 
Ibejiidg^  of  the  high  court  of  chancery,  of  the  gene-  ™p  C^^at 
ral  comt,  and  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  shall  cease  on  ^^^Jj*^' 
the 'first  day  of  May,  in  the  present  year  of  our  Lord  Coitft.aiid 
0cie'dioiisaAd  seven  hundred  and  eighty;  and  that  firom  Admirthy. 
md  after  that  day,  there  shall  be  paid  in  this  and  everf  ^^^  ^' 
otteryear,lo  each  of  the  said  judges,  out  of  the  pob^ 
liek  treasury,  upon  a  warrant  from  the  auditors  of  ptil^ 
iek  tfeoauiltS)  the  Crowing  sums  of  money,  hy  the 
AttDwiBg  installments,  the  first  day  of  June  kf  this 
yaar  being  excepted,  to  wit:  On  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, so  much  money  as  shall  be  equal  in  value  to 
fkre^hiMMand  pounds  weight  of  merchantable  cro(>  to^ 
haoco;  on  the  first  day  of  December,  the  like  sum;  oft 
tlMfini  day  of  March,  the  like  smn;  and  on  the  fiM 
d^F'iof  Jane^  the  lihe  sum.    And  whereas  the  valu6  df 
spd^  tsohaceo  can  be  best  ascertained  by  a  jury;  but 
4«A  jvry  ought  to  be  free  from  the  eontroul  of  atiy  of 
tfae'fitpcente  courts;  Be  it  therefore  enaeiedj  That  thtf  A  jury  toes/ 
justices  of  the  county  of  Henrico  shall  at  their  session^  ^aiate  value 
kitbo  months  of  September,  December,  March,  wA^^n*^; 
Sm9ty>  in  every  year  (the  session  in  the  month  of  Juhe 
m  the  present  year  excepted)  cause  a  jury  to  be  sunl- 
Boned,  consisting  of  freeholders  in  some  part  of  the 
eomrooBwealtfa,  but  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county,  who  shall  enquire  into  and  assess  upon  oath 
Ae  value  of  tobacco  in  current  money,  at  the  time  of 
dKsr  inquest;  which  assessment  shaH  regulate  the  au- 
ditors in  granting  their  warrant  to  the  said  judges.   If 
BO  court  should  be  held,  or  being  held  no  jury  impan- 
Belled  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  at  the 
days  herein  before  specified,  aj[ury  maybe  summoned 
and  sworn  as  is  above  directed,  at  any  sessioiv  ensuing 
those  days,  and  the  assessment  then  made  shall  be  the 
role  for  the  auditors  as  aforesaid. 
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CHAP.  XVIIl. 

An  act  for  giving  more  permanent 
salaries  to  the  governour^  the  coun- 
cil^ and  to  the  other  officers  ofslate^ 

WHEREAS  from  the  circumitances  iA  the^iiaes  il 
ipovepni^      ^^  heretofore  become,  aud  is  now  again  nec^sary  <« 
memb(^ra*of  vary  the  stipends  of  ihe  officers  in  the  civil .tiefMurtft 
council,trea.  meat  of  government,  and  it  is  expedient  to  put  tha& 
ne'*'^'  neraL  ^^  *  '"^''^  permanent  footing,  Bt  it  therefore  enacted 
Jadifon^      Ay  the  General  Assembly^  That  from  and  after  the  paissr 
commercial    ing  of  this  act,  the  several  officers  herein  after  raen- 
agent,com.    tipned  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  the  following 
the  navy,       allowances,  in  lieu  of  their  former  salaries,  to  be  {>aid 
commission-  out  of  the  publick  treasury,  in  quarterly  payments,  oa 
cr  of  war  of.  warrants  from  the  auditors  of  publick  accounts:  To  the 
payable  Ui  *  goverpour  Or  chief  magistrate,  sixty  thousand  pounds 
tobacco.        of  tobacco  per  annum:    To  the  members  of -tbe.pitiivDr 
council,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of 
tobacco  per  annum,  to  be  divided  amongst  them  ac- 
cording to  their  attendance,  on  the  duties  of  their  of* 
fice:  To  the  treasurer  forty  thousand. pounds  ofrlojbao 
CO  per  annum:   To  the  attorney  general,  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds  of  tobacco  per  annum:    To  each  of  the 
auditors  of  publicjc  accounts,  thirty  thousand  potUKk- 
of  tobacco  per  annum:  To  the  commercial  agent,  thirn> 
ty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  per  annum:.  To^ihe' 
commissioner  of  the  navy,  thirty  thousand  pouiuk  of 
tobacco  per  annum:    To  the  commissioner  of  |he  Rar* 
office,  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  per  aoiuumi 
And  to  the  two  clerks  of  the  privy  council,  \o  the  these* 
clerks,  of  the  treasury,  to  the  two  clerks  to  the^boardt 
of  aud^ors,  the  commercial  agent's  clerk,  to4be  elerkj 
of  the  commissioner  o^the  navy,  and  to  thecltffk  ott 
the  commissioner  of  the  war  office,  each,  ten  thoasaa^i 
Value  of  the  pounds  of  tobacco  per  annum;  the  value  of  which  shall^ 
tobacco  in     be  fixed  and  ascertained  by  the  grand  jury  attending' 
matcYby*^'"  ^^^  general  court,  at  the  several  terms  of  RIarch,  June^r 
grand  jury.   October,  and  December,  annually;  each  quarterly  pay*.  - 
ment  to  be  discharged  in  money  according  to  the  ssud 
jury's  valuation  of  tobacco,  at  the  preceding  term;  and 
so  much  thereof  as  shall  become  due  before  the  geoe* 
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ral  cotirt  in  October  next,  shall  be  discharged  agreea** 
ble  to  the  valuation  of  tobacco  by  the  grand  jury  at 
the  last  term  in  June. 

AiUl'  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  several  officers 
above  described,  except  the  commercial  agent,  the 
commissioner  of  the  navy,  and  the  commissioner  'of 
the  "war  office  and  their  several  clerks,  shall  receive 
from  the  first  day  of  May  last,  instead  of  the  salaries 
heretofore  allowed,  the  same  quantities  of  tobacco  as 
by  this  «ct  is  in  future  allowed  them,  to  be  paid  in 
oRHiey  according  to  the  valuation  of  tobacco  made  by 
the  grand  jury  at  the  last  general  court. 


CHAP.  XIX. 


.4fn  a^t  Jm^  emitting  and  funding  a 
,Hf,m  of  money  Jor  supplying  the 
present  urgent  necessities  of  this 
comrrionwealth. 

•WHEREAS  the  exigencies  of  the  war  require  the     Further  c 
ftiitBer  emission  of  paper  money  until  the  act  for  call-  misrion  of 
ing^inand  redeeming  the  moii*  j  !»«.>>  i,j  CiiL,«"iarii;a,  treaiury 
a«!  fin' emitting  and  funding  new  bills  of  credit  ac-  "otw»orpi»- 
cording  to  the  resolutions  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  auihoriiedL 
d*ty  "of  March  last,  shall  have  its  operation;  Be  it  ihert' 
foikfmacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  the  trea- 
siri^r  of  this  commonwealth  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
recfcd'arid  empowered  to  issue  treasury  notes  in  dol- 
laftr^  for'any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be  necessary  for 
tfre  publick  exigencies  until  tlie  bills  of  credit  to  be 
emitted  agreeable  to  the  said  recited  act  shall  be  thrown 
into  circulation;  so  that  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  to 
bl5*is^ed'by  authority  hereof  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  Wo  miHiohs  of  pounds.     The  treasurer  shall  cause 
thcf 's^id  notes  to  be  engraved  and  printed  in  such  man- 
ned ami  upon  such  paper  as  he  shall  judge  best  to  se- 
cure them  against  counterfeits.     The  face  of  the  notes 
tbtx#Vo  be  emitted,  shall  read  in  manner  following. 
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M%.    ^^No-^-^wDdlltr^    This  UH  of  •*-  DiMit 

onfn^^  rtmll  beMcbanged  atid  redeemed  io  Spanbfa  arilfed 
Dollars,  or  the  value  in  Gold  or  Silrer  atlbe  rate  ef 
Qii0  for  Forty,  «l  the  Trustify  of  Virffnia  on  or  b^ 
ibre  the  hst  Day  of  Deoember  in  the  lear  1784,  ad- 
cording  10  an  act  passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  Jnly, 
'OYlQ  tboatand  seven  htindred  and  eighty,"  and  on  tile 
b^ck  of  the  notes  thus  to  be  emitted^  the  treasurer  elmll 
caiise  stick  a  device  to  be  printed  a!B  will  readily^dts^ 
languish  the  said  bills  from  any  others  heretofore  eidit^ 
led  In  thiacommonweatth.     He  shall  ateo  appMitpfo** 
per  persons  to  overlook  the  press,  and  to  number  anfl 
sign  the  saM  notes  upon  the  best  terms  he  can/  iLlwaj^ 
regarding  to  publish  the  names  of  such  persons  in  the 
newspaper.     The  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by  'fk'^ 
toe  of  this  act  shall  be  entered  oO  the  audhor's  books 
to  the  treasurer's  account,  and  be  signed  m  the  left 
hand  comer  by  one  of  the  auditors  of  publick  IKreoiiM^ 
or  by  one  of  their  clerks,  Or  by  any  assistatnt  derk^ 
be  appointed  for  this  special  purpose  by  the  Mod  an* 
ditorS)  who  shall  receive  such  an  allowaifcie*  Ibr-kis 
trouble  as- they  shall  judge  reasonable;  without  %i4iiA 
signature  the  said  bills  of  credit  shall  not  be  ctirrtttt 
New  taxes.    That  a  fund  may  be  established  which  will  prove  stf* 
ficiendy  prodtictive  for  the  redemption  of -the  hHh  of 
Windo    tax  ^'^'^  ^®  ^^  emitted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  a  tax  or  rate 
"^    ^        of  one  shilling  for  every  glass  window  shall  be  paMby 
the  proprietor  of  each  inhabited  house  within  tfii^eom* 
monwealth  in  the  month  of  September  one  tiionsaiid 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  so  on  in  each  of  the 
three  next  succeeding  years.     The  assessors  in  eMdi 
county  and  corporation  within  this  commonwealth  aboH 
at  the  time  of  making  their  other  assessment  in  -  the 
month  of  August  one  thousand  seven  hundred*  and 
eighty  one,  and  in  the  said  month  of  August  in  e«ery 
year  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  t^e  an*  exact 
account  of  all  the  glass  windows  in  each  inhabit^ 
house  within  their  respective  districts  or  hundreds^  and 
shall  return  a  separate  account  thereof  to  the  oomaM* 
sioners  of  the  tax  for  their  respective  counties  Oil  fhf 
lime  when  they  are  required  to  return  an  account ^ 
their  assessment  upon  other  property;  which  said  t—l 
missioners  shall  also  keep  a  separate  account  thtfMff 
and  deliver  a  copy  to  the  collector  of  the  taxea^te 
their  county  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  SepteMbe^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


May  i78^rr;«t(Ji)i^ouitam»ALTH.  an^ 

#il«il04Mtim4rMNm  hufldredMd  cigb^ooef  «nd  so  oa 
M>MW9e.(fa«  firn  ilay  «f  Septoaiber  in  web  oC  ilit 
^l^km>yf^^  mmHeh  this  aet  sball  eonOnoe  to  be 
itl»fori;t-  .  Andtbe  said  oellecior  shall  proceed  im^ 
jncdiatr^  lo  ihe  coUectioD  thereof,  in  <he  same  mtt»- 
,Ql«»a9  b>  Jawnbe  isdirecled  td  collect  the  taxes  im** 
e^sed  by.  other  mih  wdsbaU  accouot  with  and  pay  the 
a«ioe>ia.tbe  Ireaaurer  of  tbiscofnuionwealtlH  in  the  like 
owia^.and  undec  the  same  penalty  as  ia  directed  by 
4ajbDt.pa$^  thispiseseiit  session  of .  assembly  'fFor 
^Mbliog  tbe  high  sheriffs  to  proceed  in  asnmaiary 
9FV^ ^agwist. their  deputies^  and  for  othe»  purposes^" 
^  Jiht  taiL  or  rate  of  twenty  shillings  shall  be  paid  «»  tix  «a  coa 
^b  and  every  deed  of  conveyance  and  mortgage  for  veyancet. 
IfAds  that  sbaU  he  j*ecorded  in  any  of  the  couru  with- 
M)  MHSComacion wealth,  by  ttie  person  or  persans  to 
i^n)  the  saioe  shall  be  «ade,  from  %nd  after  the  first 
il^.of  October  next,  and  so  for  each  of  the  three  nent 
IHQceeding  years,  where  the  quantity  of  land  therein 
m^mi^oed  shall  amount  to  ipur  hundred  acres  or  op- 
yf§Mii  andwhei^  the  dee4l  of  conv^gnee  or  a^ortgage 
tkfiM^  fpr  a  quantity  o(  land  net  amountuig  to  fo«r 
bttudr^Ml  acresy  a  tax  or  rate  of  ten  shillings  shall  be 
Iiaud.thei«fur  by  the  person  or.  persons  to  whom  tbfc 
^^me  is  made,  from  and  after  the  period  lasl  roentioo*- 
e4i  and  for  ttie  term  of  ihree  years  next  succerdiog  it 
^^wepf  4br  lots  ia  towns,  in  which  case  the  like  rate 
i^lQPI^llbe  paid  on  each  and  every  deed  of  convey*- 
U^e  mmi  fnortgage  whereby  such  lots  are  conveyed  or 
HIHlgsiged,  by  tl>e  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same 
f^tt  I)e4uade,  as  for  deeds  of  conveyance  at^d  mort^ 
it^gesf  foip  four  hundred  acres  of  land  and  upwards.^ 
il?hejpaie  or  ta^  hereby  imposed  ^pon  deeds  of  .con*- 
IrejfaMe  and  n»ortgages,  shall  h$  paid  by  ^  persoa 
m<Jp^f0bm  <hargeab]e  therewith,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
canri  iv.berain  such  dee  J  or  mortgage  shall  be  produ* 
aedi^r  p«oief|  before  the  same  shall  be  received,  and 
inljhQ#i^  wbicfa  payment  the  (clerk^hall  not  admit  the 
aa«Mr^raciord.  A  like  rate  or  tax  of  eight  shillings 
p0r  bagsk^^d  firom  f^nd  after  the  first  day  of  October  ^^rtoS!^ 
lie«Uvim4ia  each  of  tiie  three  next  succeeding  years/*^^*'^ 
aball  b^paid  Jby  the  exporter  or  exporters  for  eaeh  and 
^refjlt^bogshead  of.  tobacco  by  hiila,  her,  or  them,  lo 
Wi  exported  either  by .  land  or  waiter.  Where  the  ex- 
pai«e««ar^xpaiier6  i9tend4o  amort  tobacco  byJand, 
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hi^  site,  or  Aey,  slmil  first  mafee  a^MitiQiyiHtlt 
ckrk  of  that  cotKity  oouri  from  whence  ibe  tebftc^^ 
to  be  taken,  and  give  the  said  derk  an  exai^iaocowK^ 
rtiereof,  together  with  the  place  lo  which  he,  abet  ^  . 
they  intend  to  carry  it;  and  shall  opon  each  Itpg^hjlmi 
Httis  intended  to  be  exported,  pay  down  to  s«^i^l<^r|l^ 
the  said  rate  or  tax  of  eight -shiUings  {breach  wd  eve-, 
ry  hogshead  before  the  savie  shall  be  exported  Uroui^ 
Ais  commonwealth.  If  any  person  or.  pwsfimshi^l 
eaepoit  by  bnd,  any  tobacco  coolrary  to  th}s^t^;|]u»it 
she,  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the^in 
of  five  bnndired  pounds  for  each  hogshead  <^  toba^fig 
so  exported,  to  be  recovered  with  cosU .  by  actioo^  ^ 
debt  or  information  in  any  court  of  record,  one,  bal| 
to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use.  oC  i^ 
eonmonwealtb.  And  where  the  exporter  or  ecxp^C:: 
lets  intend  to  export  such  tobacco  by  water,  he^  ^^W 
or  they  shall,  upon  receivii^  each  and  every  ho^^b^ 
of  totecco  from  the  inspector  of  the  waretK>a&e  w|%^ 
the  same  was  or  shall  be  inspected,  pay  or  cause  UxA^ 
paid  to  the  said  inspector,  the  rate  or  tax  oC  eigiaut  smk 
Ifafigsibr  each  and  every  hogshead  by  him^  b&t^M 
them,  so  received  for  that  purpose,  otherwise  such  9ff 
ep^or.  shall  not  deliver  the  said  tobacco.  W hc^re  s^^jf 
wacehoiise  may  by  an  act  of  this  present  session  joC^ls^ 
eemUy  have  been  discontinued,  and  th^re  si)allr  b^  flo 
inspector  to  deliver  thereout  the  tobacco  which  idm 
•have  been  there  inspected,  the  court  of  the  c^iinijt^ 
which  any  such  warehouse  shall  stand,  may  aM  ^f^ 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  awoinl#$|9ip 
pn^per  person  to  act  as  inspector,  who  sbaudojaU |||e 
duties,of  an  inspector,  except  inspecting  tob9CCi|,^|! 
ehall  recme  the  said,  rate  or  tax  of  eight  sbilU90i^j^ 
^every  hogshead  of  tq^co  by  bUn  to  l^  dejiverfMlf  ^Mjd 
rshaU  accoonl  for  and  pay  the  same,  under  ffy^  fjlSi^ 
•penalties  and  by  the  same  time  and  maaoer,>thj|4jii;- 
.spectors  of  tobacco  are  hereby  called  4ipon  tp,4p;t«W|d 
sQch  person  appointed  by  the  court,  togeitheri^lil' 
:Ty  inspector  of  tobacco,  within  this  comiiQii^^ 
•shall  for  his  trouble  receive  five  per  cent  tipo^i^)!  ,  _ 
«iiies  by  him  to  be  received  in  consequence j^ih^^Mt- 
JEvery  inspector  of  tobacco  within  thisaociWW^Ri^Mh 
icsmedi^tdly  after  receiving  inforaiation.W*ihi#Jiot«^ 
4vtt:  At  the  first  court  to  be  held^^erea^sJi^iU^^ 
,j(5ouaty,.shall  take  an  mth  before  the  s^.c<Mlll^^^St>^ 
fatly  and  truly  to  collect  and  account. for  irii  <MHiyy 
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aldreov^  theft  and  thefe  eater  into  bond  w'uh  appro- 
iM  secttriiy  io  tbe  penalty  often  thousand  pounds,  le 
jteofMt  ibr  and  pay  into  the  treasory  all  and  evevy 
Ipm  or  snms  of  aoney  by  hiin  to  be  received  in  virtue 
dP(h}9«et,  in  tbe  months  of  May  and  October  aiiiii»- 
aRy^  dwring  the  continuance  thereof;  which  bond  shall 
Ife^  payable  to  the  governor,  and  be  immediately 
transmkled  to  "die  auditors  of  pubHck  accounts,  who 
s%alV  hi  case  any  inspector  shall  fail  to  comply  with 
tfle  condition  thereof,  move  for  judgment  thereupon  ki 
idy^  court  of  record  within- this  commonwealth,  having 
bre^uriy  given  ten  days  notice  to  such  delioquent 
itfi^^tor.  All  duties  heretofore  imposed  upon  the  ex- 
pikui^Gn  of  tobacco,  by^  any  act  or  acts  of  general  aa^ 
seMity/  shall  be,  and  tbe  s&me  are  hereby  repealed, 
^'fax  or  <kity  of  onejuenny  per  gallon  shall  from  and  tix  or  daiy^ 
ifter  flie  fim  day  of  October  in  the  present  year,  and  on  liq«ort 
^pfring  each  of  the  three  succeeding  years,  be  paid  hy  imported. 
ifie  Importer  or  importers  upon  each  and  every  gallon 
df  rdtas^  or  other  «pirhs  itnported  into  this  commoo*- 
Wealth,  whether  by  land  or  by  water;  if  imported  by 
Uoid,  then  the  importer  or  importers  thereof  shali  im* 
ifiedh^ly  on  iu  arrival  in  this  commonwealth,  ap^ 
to  tb^  clerk  of  that  county  in  which  such  rum  or  other 
ej^trits^  shall  first  arrive,  give  him  an  accurate  account 
itC  the  q)ianttty,  and  pay  to  the  said  clerk  one  penny 
Hbr  each  and  every  gaHon  by  him,  her,  or  them,  so 
^tejlKMted*  And  in  case  any  importer  or  importers, 
4Attll  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought  into  thb  common- 
%rtel(b,  Tum  or  other  spirits  by  land,  without  xomply- 
^<#irii  the  directions  of  this  act;  such  importer  or  im^ 
"pbHtn,  shall  forfeit  all  rum  and- other  spirits  thus  im- 
^^iorted,  and  moreover  shall  pay  to  the  informer,  the 
Wm  of  five  shillings  per  gallon  on  the  same,  to  be  re^ 
ii6^er^  with^osts,  by  action  of  debt  or  information  in 
^My  court  of  record  within  this  commonwealth. .  If  ReguIatiooB 
rtBii  or  other  spirits  be  imported  by  water,  then  the  f**'  collccf- 
<^pl^ilr  ^  the  vessel  or  the  owner  thereof  importing  ^"^' 
IKe  same,  shall  before  bulk  is  broken,  and  at  the  time 
^  vesffri  bringiog  in  the  same  is  entered,  pay  to  the 
nlilrral^flker  in  whose  district  such  vessel  shali  enter, 
'(bit  said  duty  or  tax  of  one  penny  per  gallon  upon  all 
"^ftim  and  other  spirits  thus  imported;  or  give  bond 
^1«M^.iiiflideDt  security  payable  to  the  naval  officer  of 
llMHKstrict,  for  the  lise  of  the  commonwealth,  with  a 
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fliea^lly  ifl  dMb)e  Ibe.ainoiHit'oftCW  said  duthssiite^pi^ 
the  SfUlle^nrUbtQ  thirty.  dayS'tberaafter^«Ml  if  anysudi 
boad  shniX  be  unpaid  st  the  expiration  of  the  said  chitK 
ty  days,  the  naval  .ofiker  is  hereby  required  .to  niMl^ 
forjadgment  oo  the  same,  at  the  neat  contt  to  behdi 
for  his  county,  giviog  the  obligors,  or  one  of  theM; 
ten  days  previous  notice  of  such  motion,  which  coof* 
shall  proceed  to  jodgnieotf  and  immediately  award  e»* 
ecotioo  thereupon,  and  the  money  so  rebovered  ^mi¥ 
he  by  the  sheriff*  levying  the  execution  (his  fees  beings 
first  deducted)  paid  to  the  naval  officer,  who-sbatttt^ 
count  for  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Ueasurer,  hi  theeaaB 
nanner^  and  under  the  like  penalties^  as  is  herein  attrtr 
directed  for  other  duties.  In  case  any  captain  or'«iwii«i 
er.of  a  vessel  importing  into  this  commonweaitb,  aei^^ 
oc  other,  spirits  in  such  vessel^  shall  fail  to  compiy  iM|ii. 
the  difcctions  of  this  act,  such  vessel  with  her  cs^e^ 
tackle,  .apparel,  and  furniture)  shall  be  foefeit^d:aiid^ 
subject  to  confiscation.  Each  and  every  navri  to&teiv 
before  he  enters 'Upon  the  discharge.of  thetiniieshenw 
by  directed  to  be<by  hSm-perfomed,  shall  tappenebu^ 
fore  the  eourtoChis  county,  in  the  mondi  oif  Ai^sior 
September  next,  ^nd  chere  enter  into  bohd  with  aipi^ 
proi^  security,  in  the  penalty  often  thau^nd -pounds, 
payable  to  the  gevernoar  for  the  time  being^.fovMfhe 
me  4if  the-commonwealtb,  conditioned  for  tfa^  iroe^saxl 
^thf^  collecting,  accounting  for,  a^d  paving  int^  the 
tieasury,  all  and  eyer^  sum  or  sutns  by  him  to  befre^ 
ceived  in  virtue  of  this  |Eict{  wfiich'  payments  shalb  by 
eecii  and  every  naval  officer,'  be  ipad0':  tf>  the  tre9tlHn<ir 
in  the  n^onth^  of  May  aed  October  next,  and  eoifi  i^eh 
of  the  three  fiext  succeeding  years.  And  shaH ^fnot1iA 
over  before  such  court^  at  the  sakne  tim^  take  dttft^ath^ 
truly  and  faithfully  to  comply  with  the  dirtotion8>of 
this  act^  The  clerk  of  the  general  court,'  and  df  eadb 
fcspective  county  court  wiihin  this  commonvrenkh^ 
shall  immediaioly  afuer  receiving  informatrofr  of  HlUm 
|ict,  to  wit:  Ai  the  next  coui't  to  be  held  therehfti^^ 
take  an  oath  before  the  court  und^r  which  he  «hal(  aol} 
tndy  aiKl  faithfully  to  collect^  account  for ^  and  pay 
into  the  treasury  the  several  duties  and  taxei  receswM 
or  top  be  received  by  hfm  in  virtue^f  this-  net.  'Ba* 
end  every  euch  clerk,  shall  in  the  months^  o^M'dy  m9 
October  flu- the.  present  j^earj  pay  into  the  treasui^yv  tliid 
f^^tl^lbr  tiacb  of  the  three  suLceeditig  yearsr;  ^Iwfi 
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emrjTsiim  or^soros  n(  money  by  him  tecei^d  fbl^'ttiiy- 
«u  w  dut^  hetelyy  iiaposed.     And  mored^elr  ^  th^ 
time'df^taEkiogthe  said  oath,  ^ch  and  every  suthcIeA 
afaaUteoiee  into*  bond  iprith  approved  ^cuHty,  id  the 
fMsal^r  of  im  thoasmd  poandsr,  payable  to  the  govel*- 
1Madfolotbe^tiIXle  bmg  for  the  ose  of  the  commoB- 
««altii;.TOf«dittoned  for  fa)th6illy  and  truly  aecoontiiilf 
ibr^alui  paying  into  the  trtasnry  the  money  to  be  by 
bin  cbHcdad  -in  oonseopience  hereof,'at  the  respective 
pmmds  aforeiatd.      Which  bond,  when  thus  talftn, 
d»II'te4)y  the  said  court  before  whom  it  is  taken, 
tuateoHtlvd  lo the  auditors  of  pubKck' accoonts,  wh6 
9hdl,f9md  Ai&y  are  hereby  authorised  and  ettvpowered 
by>BotioOv  tipon  t^n  days  previous  notice  to- a  delin^ 
ipeat  okf  ky  in  any  coart  of  record  to  obtain  jodgnH^nt 
a|pHi|ta«cb  oierk.  who  shaH  faH  to  cotnply  with  th^' 
^)«ildidoo«ofihie  said  bond.    Each  and  every  cterfc  fMr' 
4oiog  the  diitiec  imposed  by  ihid  act>  shall  receive  ibf' 
fats tMfaUe^e par  cealtcAi  oA  all' duties  and  tktes  by- 
b«R»'t:olieeted  under  the  same.    Ifthe  events  of  war       ^ 
sbottM^mider  any  of  the  aforesaid  ftinds  utiprodnctive,  ^^^^  ^ 
fhBft the  bottse?  and  lands  with  their  appurtenances  itt*  productive, 
Uurdty  olWiiliamBbttrg,  whidi  have  been  heretofore  f**®°^*^' 
xmd  as^a  Capitol,  and  palace,  as  also  thept^Uek  landa  i^ce^a  v^ 
ovtbr-eounty  of- James  City,  as  well  as  those  on  the  liaasboiw.tk 

tmtitm  fthi%rf».  shall  and  thp  isamp  aiw  hpn4w  ordered  the  pablMS 


trar  shore,  shall  and  the  same  are  iiereby  ordered  ^^*^H^" 
as- be  said  nnder  the  direction  of  -the  governour  and  jj^^'city, 
aanncii.for  gold  or  silver,  orthebiHs  of  cr^t  emitted  tnaon  the' 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  which  money  arising  finom  the  eastem 
arie  (hereof)  «halt  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  making  ^^  *^  ^* 

Kl  each  deficiency.  The  taxes  hereby  imposed  sfhaH~ 
aid  by  the  respective  persons  chargeable  therewith, 
itt4ifam^  milled  dollars  at  the  rate  of  six  shiHings 
taoh^  OF  in  other  gold  or  silver  coin  at  a  proportionar 
Uft  vakie,  or  in  the  bills  of  credit  hereby  to  be  emif- 
led/  at  the  rate  of  forty  paper  dollars  for  dne  Spanish 
Mmed  doUar,  or  so  in  like  proportion  for  other  gold 
or  Miter  com.  The  notes  or  bills  of  credit  to  be  by 
this  act  emitted,  shall  not  be  receivable  by  any  collec- 
toriilr  t>ther  taxes  than  those  ihtposed  hereby;  and 
#fceti  ttitia  "yeceived  and  paid  into  the  treasury^  they 
ihatPbe  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed  under  the  direc- 
tion ef  a  cbmmittee,  to  consist  of  three  proper  persons 
i»  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  gtnremour  with 
0|e  s^dvice  of  conncil;  atid  all  the  gold  and  sihw  which 
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ehall  be  received  by  ihe  funds  and  taxes  established 
by  this  act,  shall  remain  in  the  treasury  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  redeeming  such  of  the  aforesaid  paper  byis 
of  credit  as  shall  remain  outstanding  at  the  timeher^ 
before  limited  for  the  redemption  of  the  same. 
„  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  he  or  she  shall  be 

^oSwSJer  adjudged  a  felon  and  suffe^r  dealh  without  benefit  of 
bi^k,^  j^  eiergy,  who  shall  forge  or  eoutiter&il,  altmr  prtn^ 
per  money*   |^y  f^(\i  of  credit  or  treasury  note  to  b<e  asBued  by  vif^ 

oat^enry '  ^^  ^^  ^*  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  C9U9t,  or  procure  such  U9I 
of  credit  or  treasury  note,  to  be  forged  or  cou«iteif«i^ 
ed,  altered  or  erased;  or  shall  aid  or  asast  in  fergia|; 
or  connterfeiting,  altering,  or  erasing,  soch  hill  oCiatCh 
dit  or  treasury  note;  or  shall  pass  or  tender^  ol  that 
cause  or  procure  to  be  passed  or  tendered^  anjf  m0k 
J>iil  of  credit  or  treasury  note  in  payment  or^chatagiSt 
knowing  the  same  to  have  been  forged  or  cottoierfeil* 
ed,  altered,  or  erased;  or  shall  have  in  bis  or  her'^ah 
tody  or  possession,  any  press,  type,  stamp,  plate,  or 
other  instrument  necessary  to  be  used  in  the  fabrica- 
tion of  any  such  bill  of  cridil  or  treasury  note,  and  not 
actually  used  in  some  publick  printing  office;  or  any 
paper  with  or  without  signature,  on  which,  the  charac- 
ters and  words  containcid  iu  a  genuine  bill  of  creditor 
treasury  note  are  or  shall  be  impressed  or  inscribed, 
in  like  order  as  they  are  in  such  bill  of  credit  or  trea* 
sory  note;  or  any  such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  nd^ 
which  hath  been  altered  or  erased,  knowing  ihja  «ame 
to  be  altered  or  erased,  and  shall  not  discover  such 
press,  types,  stamp,  plate,  instrument,  paper,  or  alter* 
ed  or  erased  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note,  to  two  Jus* 
tices  of  the  peace  within  five  days  after  the  saiitfe  shall 
have  come  to  his  or  her  possession.  Aby  persekpr 
persons  charged  with  having  been  guihy  of  aby  tf^ 
or  more  of  the  abovemedtioned  offences,  shail  be  pY^ 
secuted  and  tried  in  the  manner  as  directed  forthe'itiid 
of  the  like  offences,  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  Aitin, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  punishing  persons  guilty  of  cer- 
tain thefts  and  foi^eries,  and  fixing  the  allowanoe  |« 
sherilSs,  venhremen^  and  witnesses  in  certain  cases^    ' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAT  n8()h-4(h t^wCOWAOWfrSJOmi.  ^7 

:'  CHAP.  XX. 

Jjlh  act  for  giving  more  adequate  wa^  (ciiMi.»«r. 
ges  to  scouts.  p-^^j 

''^  I.  WHEREAS  the  wages  allowed  to  scouts  for  dis-      ^       ^ 
.M^^eriiig  the  approach  of  the  Indians,  or  any  other  aonatt^nrtad 
enemy  on' the  frontiers,  as  by  an  act  of  assembly  enti-  in  tobacco. 
tWd*^  **'  An  act  for  providing  against  invasions  and  in* 
iiiiffecti4His,"  is  inadequate  to  their  fatigue  and  troubley 
^e  it  emcUd^  That  every  scout  appointed  as  by  th^ 
4elbre  recited  act  is  directedi  shall,  in  lieu  of  the  for- 
^itt^f  aUowance,  be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  for  every 
Aajfr  he  ibali  be  employed  in  such  service,  seventeen 
wA  an  half  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  paid  in  money, 
•iK^imlhig  tor  the  valuation  of  the  grand  jury  made  im- 
finecliacely  preceding  the  service  of  such  scout. 


CflAP.  XXI. 

An  act  to  vest  certain  escheated  lands 
-'-' '  m  the  tounty  of  Kentuckey  in  trus^ 
^\^, tees  for  apuhlick  school. 

.,^.  >YitEREAS  it  is  represented  to  the  general  assem-  Pftamble. 
.hly^lha^t  there  are  certain  lands  within  the  county  of 
Jjuentu^^^ey  formerly  belonging  to  British  subjects,  not 
if^  sold  tinder  the  law  of  escheats  and  forfeitures,  which 
*JP%ht  at  a  future  day  be  a  valuable  fund  for  the  main- 
^.fep^pce  a^nd  education  of  youth,  and  it  being  the  in- 
i^i^^yo(  this,  commonwealth  always  to  promote  and 
l^pcoyrage  every  design  which  may  tend  to  the  im- 
4^roy:9i(pent  of  the  mind  and  the  diffusion  of  useful  know- 
Ic^lgje,  even  among  its  most  remote  citizens,  whose  sit- 
uation a  barbarous  neighbourhood  and  a  savage  in- 
iercQurse  might  otherwise  render  unfriendly  to  science: 
Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  eight  thousand  acres  of 
Und|  within  the  said  county  of  Kentuckey,  late  the 
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properly  of  Robert  M'Keozie,  Henry  CoIUds, 

^^^  ^•*  Alexander  M'Kie,  h%  and  the  same  are  hereby  v^| 

lands,  in       ^^  William  Fleming,  William  Christian,  JohnlTcM 

Kentucky      Stephen  Trigg,  Benjamin  Logan,  John'Fldyd,  ic 

cwnny,fe«t.  jij^y^  Leyi  Todd,  John  Cowan,  George  Meriwetmll; 

tte^fy^*'     John  Cobbs,  George  Thomson,  and  Edmund  Tayldr^ 

public^ckool  trustees,  as  a  free  donation  from  this  cornmonwealA^ 

for  (he  purpose  of  a  pubHck  school,  or  seminary  oF 

learning,  to  bb  erected  within  the  said  county  as  soon' 

as  the  circumstances  of  the  county  and  the  state  of  its* 

funds  will  admit,  and  for  no  other  use  or  irarpose  whar*^ 

soever: '  Saving  and  reserving  to  the  said   Robe^ 

M'Kenzie,  Henry  Collins,  and  Alexander  M'Ki*,  aba 

every  of  them,  and  all  and  every  person  or  pers^Q^ 

claiming  under  them,  or  either  of  them,  all  right  s^' 

interest  to  the  above  mentioned  lands,  or  any'  pW 

tliereof  to  which  they  may  be  by  law  entitled,  it)dV)f 

which  they  shall  in  due  time  avail  themselves,'  tiii? 

things  herehi  contained  to  the  contrary  nbtwithstanf; 

ing. 


CHAP,  xxn, 

^m,]^'''  ^^  ctctfor  dissolving  several  vestries^ 
and  electing  overseers  of  the  poor^ .  . 

"  'i 

Presmibk.         I.  WHEREAS  great  inconveniences  have  ari|Ufn« 
from  the  mode  prescribed  for  making  provisioii  ts0    i 
the  poor  ai^d  other  duties  of  the  vestries,  as  by  ]»yr  HMTi 
directed  in  the  counties  of  Rockbridge,  Upftloar^  - 
Montgomery,  Washington,  Greenbfier,  Augusta,- ao4^ 
Vestries  in  Frederick,    Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  JijuemU^i 

leveralcoun-  That  where  any  of  the  above  enumerated  cotuuie&^NiV^f  • 

**^d.^**^**    -vestries^  or  other  bodies  vested  with  powers  to  pN^idtti 
for  the  poor,  the  same  are  hereby  dissolved.     Aoditar 
providing  for  the  poor,  and  such  other  parochial  jdm^- 

Orerteers  of  ties  as  have  heretofore  been  exercised  by  the  vefiUies^'. 

thepobrto    churchwardens,  or  oiher  l)oc|ie§  of  the  respective iis-^" 

foVth^e^     rishes.  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  sheriffs  of  the  snid  c^vn^ . 

years.  ^^  shM^  gt  their  rei^ctive  courts  fo  be  Md JilftfM  • 
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lald^tb  of  Oetob^mxi  (first  giving  twenty  days 
p^oos  notice  thereo^^proceed  to  elect  five  frecbol- 
4Mf$,  resident  in  tbeir  sftid  counties,  to  serve  for  three 
mrS|  and  be  known  by  the  n&me  of  Overseers  of  the 
Foor;  in  which  election  the  said  sberifls  shall  observe 
t^  $aine  rules,  regulations,  and  rights  of  sufiVage  as 
w^  formerly  used  in  the  election  of  vestrymen;  sav* 
inj^  and  reserving  to  the  church  now,  and  at  all  times 
bcr^fter,  every  right,  title,  or  claim  appertained  there- 
tO|;a^  formerly  reserved  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  * 
exempting  the  different  societies  of  dissenters  from  con- 
tributing to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  church 
ofCngland,  as  by  law  established,  and  its  ministers, 
and  (or  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/' 

JUL  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  overseers  of  7®  ^5  *  ^ 
the  poor,  so  to  be  chosen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  hav-  corponSt,  & 
ing  first  taken  an  oath  in  their  respective  counties,  well  tucceed  to 
and,  truly  to  execute  the  duties  of  their  office,  as  well  ^'^^J^T*'* 
as  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  state,  shall  be  deemed  a  ^Strict  t^ 
lK>dy  politick  and  corporate,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  and  chuixsh  war* 
be  invested  with  all  the  powers,  and  subject  to  the  same  ^^^^ 
penalties  that  the  vestries  or  churchwardens  formerly 
were  liable  to,  and  vested  with,  before  the  passing  of 
this  act     And  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  remo- 
val, or  refusal  to  act  of  any  such  overseer  or  overseers, 
the  cotirt  of  the  county  $hall  appoint  some  other  per- 
son or  persons  in  the  room  of  such  who  shall  so  die, 
resign,. remove,  or  refuse  to  act,  who  having  taken  the 
oaty  as  before  directed,  shall  continue  in  office  until 
the  next  general  election  of  overseers.     Twenty  days    VtcuKsieii 
before  the  October  court,  triannually,  the  sheriffs  of  l*?^«*»Ppli- 
the  %Md  counties  respectively,  shall  in  like  manner  give  ^ 
notieiie  if^"^  the  freeholders  and  housekeepers  of  each 
cooiHyl  tb-  meet  at  the  courthouse,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  ^ee^eding  court,  for  the  election  of  overseers  of 
the  ^bbr,  tb4ict  for  other  three  years,  and  so  from  time 
to  tkn^,  that  a  perpetual  succession  of  such  overseers 
ma^^iie^ept  up  by  triennial  elections. 

Ill:  'And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  courts  of     Wection^ 
the  aforesaid  counties  shall  direct  their  orders  to  the  ^^^  """^ 
overai^^m  oCthc  poor  to  be  elected  by  this  act,  in  the 
sameinantfei'  as  they  were  former^ly  directed  to  the 
dUTerMI  ViEJsfrleS  and  churchwardens. 

IVc  And  be  it  farther  cnoc^cJ,  That  if  any  shijriff  ,,4|S||^^ 
shall  (kil^  or  mgteclio  difcharge  his  duty  as  is  herein  gleotiw  ta 
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Wore  directed^  be  shall  forfeit  aodpajr  five  hwdSlI 
litltfiil'  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  d^bt,  bill,  plai& 
nially.  or  information,  in  any  coart  of  record  lo  this  common- 

wealth, one  half  to  the  informer,  the  other  half  tQ|^ 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  county  in  which  such  failvrejef 
neglect  shall  happen.  « i* 

Former  vcs-  V.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  present,  y^ 
tries  to  ac.  tries  of  the  coqnties  aforesaid  shall,  on  or  before  (bs 
count  with  g^g^  j^iy  of  February  next,  make  np  and  setUe  th^ 
overseers,  ^^.^oyotj  ^jth  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  their  respec- 
tive counties,  of  all  monies  or  tobacco  by  them  levied 
or  disbursed  in  virtue  of  the  said  office. 


CHAP.  XXIU.  ' 

[Ck^^.  »ev.  An  act  to  revive  and  ametid  an  act 
^  entitled  An  act  for  the  inspection 

qfpork^  heefijlour^  tar^  pitchy  and 

turpentine. 

Act  for  in-     I*  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  th^ 

spectaon  of  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy^  six  en* 

Bork»  beef,  litled  ''  An  act  for  the  inspection  of  pork,  bee^  «VH^i 

Bh^»  and    ^^'  pitch,  and  turpentine,"  expired  on  the  tweni^  fi^^ 

tarp^ne,   day  of  June  last;  and  it  is  expedient  and  o^P^gg^ 

reviTed  and  that  the  same  should  be  revived  and  ametideik  ^9^  fi 

amended,     therefore  enacted.  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  ai^  f^%» 

inspection  of  pork,  beef,  flour,  tar,  pitch,  ao^tymiR- 

tine,"  be  revived  and  shall  continue  ^xA^ij^^sce 

from  and  after  the  end  of  the  present  session  ^  ijssepi- 

bly,  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years,  aa4.^fi^ 

thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assemhlj^.  h^ 

the  several  inspectors  to  be  appointed  ip  vHrtae  pfipe 

said  recited  act,  shall  receive  the  following  fees  itfJlllP^^ 

of  those  established  by  the  samei  to  wiu   ForMBvy 

Fees  altered  barrel  of  pork  or  beef  inspected  and  stamped,HtPn9 

^  shillings;  for  every  barrel  ef  tar,  pitchy  or  tjurp^nt^et 

one  dallar;  for  every  barr^  of  flour  qontai^inf  ^Q^ 

tiundred  «iid  twenty  pounds  aeiti  pr  leaa,  fiyt^jAi^^ 
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ittfln  proportion  for  every  casic  ^f  greater  weight, 
m  lio  more,  to  he  paid  dovirn  by  the  owner. 
'' fl.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  the  penalties  Penaltiet  *!• 
^Iiid  forfeitures  to  be  incurred  by  the  said  recited  act^^*^ 
ferfailture  or  neglect  of  duty,  shall  be  forty  times  as 
much  as  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in  the 
sdd  aety  and  shall  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the 
ittlDe  manner  and  applied  to  the  same  uses  as  therein 
%^cted. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  establuhing  a 
board  ofwar^  and  one  other  act  es- 
tablishing a  hoard  oflrade^  and  au- 
thorizing  the  governour  and  coun- 
cil to  appoint  a  commissioner  of  the 
navy^  a  commissioner  of  the  war 
office^  and  a  commercial  agent. 

•  FOR  the  purpose  of  introducing  ceconomy  into  all     Acts  etu- 
tt^  various  departments  of  government,  and  for  con-  blishlng  a 
dKkctiiig  the  publick  business  with  the  greatest  expedir  ^nd  a  hlTd^ 

'  thm,  JBe  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  the  of  trade  re- 
axft  entitled'^  An  act  establishing  a  board  of  trade,  and  pealed 
Ode  other  act  establishing  a  board  of  war,"  be  and  the 
itMde  are  hereby  repealed;  and '  it  shall  and  may  be 
Mlrfal  for  the  governour  with  the  advice  of  council, 
ta  jkmiand  and  receive  from  the  commissioners  of  the 
'btiard  of  War  and  of  the  board  of  trade,  all  the  records, 
papers,  vouchers,  and  other  documents  which  shall  be- 
long tor  the  commonwealth,  and  which  have  been  bere- 

'  tofore  in  the  custody  or  keeping  of  the  said  boards, 
«feid  Updn  receipt  thereof,  to  grant  all  and  every  of  the 
edtlliDissioilers  such  full  and  proper  acquittances  or  in- 
demnSfications  for,  or  on  account  of  their  transactions 
Mifltg  their  continuance  in  office  as  shall  seem  just 
ikiid'feslttQalile,  and  to  dispose  of  i^uch  records  and 
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WW,  in  such  maimer  as  they  shailghink  proper. 
And  that  the  business  which  was  heretoS  conduJteL 

^  .  .7  **'  **'^  "^^  "^  *"**•«'  ""y  be  executed  with 

C««merdd  the  greatest  expedition,  Be  ,/  enaited.  That  a  conll! 

SLiin^  Jf  "f^'a'  agept.  a^ommissioner^f  the  navy,  and  a  com- 
the  nary,  &  «o»8Sioner  of  the  war  office,  be  appointed  by  the  cover- 
comaJMion.  now  with  advice  of  conncil.      The  said  officers  shall 

•fpointed.  "°,'=°""/='''  «"<*  discharge  the  several  duties  whicli 
shall  be  by  the  Mecntive  adjudged  to  appertain  to 
their  respecuve  offices,  to  whom  they  shallfrom  time 
to  time  be  amenable  for  their  good  conduct,  and  b« 
whose  duecuon  they  shall  act  in  their  several  fi|i»c* 


tioss. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

An  act  to  give  farther  time  to  deUn^ 
quent  counties  to  pay  their  specific 
tax^  and  for  other  purposes. 

iK'S^'  aciToH^^"^^  ^^  '"•  "'^^  "'■  ^"''"'•'ly  entitled  « An 
I..rt«e..m  «»'?;'»y>n5atax  payable  in  certaineLmeraSfcot; 
«^'""-  r,,  '*1:    "''•7  •"''*'''«  "'"'''"  'bis  commoawSltHs^ 
":SS:l.ie.  tet  S;r '"J'^"^'^  commodities,  pya!^ 
elled  the     i'*.°"  »'  »»e'o''«  5''e  thirty  first  day  of  Mar^h  l«t 
specific  tax.  which  act  not  having  been  promulgated,  the  wuru  i 
several  counties  had  not  timely  notice  to  aDD<5r^hJ^ 
missioners  and  commissaries  wkin  the  U  J^J^JS 
by  law;  and  in  other  counties  where  commissErs  ^S 
commissaries  have  been  appointed    th^^^lfi  'I 

the  season  and  oll.er  unaTdTbt  cau  ef  nS"^:  *^ 
sioned  the  said  tax  to  be  partially  colJeSf^,  "' 
dy  whereof;  Be  it  enacted,  ThatVverv  S'  ""'i 
.he  tax  due  on  or  before  he  thtyS  day  TS"  ^ 
last,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  /ay  ofSobe^nJi^ 
.     pay  or  deliver  to  the  commissary  of  tbdr  2=.^^ 

wlnth.  being  paid,  the  said  commissaiy's  re«i^  B 
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(fer.4^*4lisctiarfQ .  otherwise  the  comumskmers  shall  im* 
Q€U^:l«ediately  aM#ss  the  value  of  such  commodities  due, 
Imtk^nd  direct  their  respective  sheriffs  to  proceed  to  col* 
coo-  lecting  as  by  the  aforesaid  act  is  directed.  JInd  be  U 
conifartAer  enacted^  That  the  commissioners  «rho  shall  be 
>ref^  chosen  to  the  months  of  August,  September,  or  Octo- 
hali  ter  next^  by  the  before-mentioned  act,  shall  havepow- 
lour  er»sund  they  are  hereby  directed  to  carry  this  present 
a\ch  act  into  execution.  Jind  be  it  farther  enacted^  That 
s  Iff  the  '€Sammissioners  and  commissaries  appointed,  or  to 
dctf  Reappointed  to  receive  the  tas  aforesaid,  shall  make 
j  bf  W  allowance  of  sis  per  centum  for  all  crop  tobacco 
fQMf^^lfech  they  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this,  or  of  the  said 
ited  act,  to  the  person  or  persons  paying  the  same. 


I 


CHAP.  XXVI. 


An  act  for  establishing  the  town  of 
liouisville  at  the  falls  of  Ohio,  and 
09ie  other  town  in  the  county  of 
Rockingham. 

1VH£R£AS  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  coonty  of     Towns  of 
Kentockey  have,  at  great  expense  and  hazard,  settled  L<misW]]e, 
themselves  upon  certain  lands  at  the  falls  of  Ohio^said  owo^nKen- 
to*^  the  property  of  John  Connally,  and  have  kid  off  tucky  coun-' 
a  considerable  part  thereof  into  half  acre  lots  for  a  ty,  snd  of 
toirii,  and  having  settled  tbereoOy  have  preferred  peti-  Hamion* 
tions  to  this  general  assembly  to  establish  the  stud  county^ 
town,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  one  thousand  acres  ReckijifffasxD 
oTIandy  being  the  forfeited  property  of  the  said  John  esUbliaKcd. 
Connally,  adjoining  to  the  lands  of  John  Campbell 
and  -r— *  Taylor,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  vested  in 
John  Todd,  jnn.  Stephen  Trigg,  Ckorge  Slaughter, 
John  Floyd,  William  Pope,  George  Meriwether,  An- 
Kjlreiv  Hinesi  James  Sullivan,  and  Marshem  Brashiers, 
^atlemen,  trustees,  to  be  by  them,  or  any  four  of 
then  laid  off  into  lots  of  an  half  acre  each,  with  con-» 
venient  streets  aofi  publick  lots,  which  shall  be,  and 
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the  saline  is  hereby  cfstabFished  a  town  by  (he  name  df 
Louisville.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  after  the 
said  lands  shall  be  laid  off  into  lots  and  streets,  the 
said  trustees,  or  any  four  of  them,  shall  proceed  to  sett 
the  said  lots,* or  so  many  as  they  shall  judge  expedient^ 
at  publick  auction,  for  the  best  price  that  can  be  had, 
the  time  and  place  of  sale  being  previously  advertised 
two  months,  at  the  court-houses  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
ties, the  purchasers  respectively  to  hold  their  said  lots 
subject  to  the  condition  of  building  on  each  a  dwelling 
house;  sixteen  feet'by  twenty  at  least,  with  a  brick'  or 
storte  chimney,  to  be  finished  within  two  years  from 
the  day  of  sale.  And  the  said  trustees  or  any  four  of 
them  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  convey 
the  said  lots  to  the  purchasers  thereof  in  fee  simple, 
subject  to  the  condition  aforesaid,  on  payment  of  the 
money  arising  from  such  sale  to  the  said  trustees  for 
the  uses  hereafter  mentioned,  tliat  is  to  say:  If  the  mo- 
ney arising  from  such  sale  shall  amount  to  thirty  dol- 
lars per  acre,  the  whole  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  trus- 
tees into  the  treasury  of  this  commonwealth,  and  the 
overplus,  if  any,  shall  be  lodged  with  the  court  of  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  to  enable  them  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  erecting  the  publick  buildings  of  4he  said 
county.  Provided^  That  the  owners  of  lots  already 
drawn  shall  be  entitled  to  the  preference  therein,  upon 
paying  to  the  said  trustees  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars 
for  such  half  acre  lot,  and  shall  be  thereafter  subject 
to  the  same  obligations  of  setding  as  other  lot  holders 
within  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  said  trustees,  or 
the  major  part^  of  tliem,  shall  have  power,  from  tiibe 
to  time,  to  settle  and  determine  all  disputes  concerning 
the  bounds  of  the  said  lots,  and  to  settle  such  rulesand 
orders  for  the  regular  building  thereon  as  to  them  shall 
seem  best  and  most  convenient.  And  in  case  of  death 
or  removal  from  the  county  of  any  of  the  said  trustees, 
the  remaining  trustees  shall  supply  such  vacancies  by 
electing  of  others,  from  time  totimfe,  who  shall  be  vest- 
ed with  the  same  powers  as  those  already  mentioned. 
And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  purchasers  of  the 
lots  in  the  said  town,  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  saved 
the  same  according  to  their  respective  deeds  of  con« 
veyance,  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privilegeSi 
and  hnmunities,  which  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
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of  other  towns  in  this  state  not  incorporated  by  char- 
ter have,  hold  and  enjoy.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 
That  if  the  purchaser  of  any  lot  shall  fail  to  build 
thereop  within  the  time  before  limited,  the  said  trus- 
tees, or  a  major  part  of  them,  may  thereupon  enter  in- 
to such  lot,  and  may  either  sell  the  same  again  and 
apply  the  money  towards  repairing  the  streets,  or  in 
any  other  wav  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town,  or  ap- 
propriate such  lot  to  publick  uses  for  the  benefit  of 
tli'e  inhabitants  of  the  said  town.  Provided^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  afiect  or  in* 
jure  the  title  of  lauds  claimed  by  John  Campbell,  gen.- 
tfem an^  or  those  persons  whose  lots  have  been  laid  off 
on  his  lands,  but  that  their  titles  be,  and  remain  sus- 
Piended  until  the  said  John  Campbell  shall  be  relieved 
from  his  captivity. 

^  And  whereas  u  hath  been  represented  to  this  present 
general  assembly,  that  Thomas  liarrison  ofthe  coun- 
ty oT  Rockingham  hath  laid  off  fifty  acres  of  his  land, 
where  the  courthouse  for  the  said  county  now  stands, 
into  Tots  and  streets  which  would  be  of  great  advan- 
xdge  to  t|ie  ii^habitants  of  that  county  if  established  a 
town  for  the  reception  of  traders.  Be  it  therefore  enact- 
ed^ 'That  /fom  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the 
^a!d  jfifty  gcres  of  land  so  laid  off  as  aforesaid,  shall  be, 
aiiS  the  same  is  hereby  established  a  town  by  the  name 
6t  Harrisonburg;  that  tlie  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  built  upon 
and  saVed  their  lots  according  to  the  condition  of  their 

~  deeds  of  conveyance  shall  then  be  entitled  to,  and  have 
and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities 

'granted  to,  or  enjoyed  by,  the  freeholders  ant)  inha- 
Ditants  of  other  towas  not  incorporated. 
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CHAP,  xxvnr. 

An  act  Jar  pulling  the  eastern  fron- 
tier of  this  commonwealth  into  a 
posture  of  defence- 

WHEREAS  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  an 

invasion  is  now  meditating  against  the  eastern  froiH 

tiers  of  this  state,  and  it  is  expedient  to  take  every  po»* 

Militia  of  sible  precaution  for  preventing  the  fatal  effects  resolt* 

certain  coun-ing  therefrom,  J?e  %t  therefore  enacted^  That  thego^ 

^^•5*"^*^    vcrnour,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  be  empowered 
out  for  de*  i.  i  i.  i.     "^   .*• 

fence  of  eas-  ^^  direct  the  county  lieutenants  or  commanding  officers  , 
tenr  fron-    of  Princess  Anne,  Norfolk,  Nansemond,  Isle  of  Wight, 
^^^^'  Southampton,  Sorry,  Sussex,  and  Prince  Geoif;e»  to  ^ 

order  one  sixth  part  of  their  respective  militias  to  hold 
themselves  in  constant  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  taking  care  in  such  arrangemeoi  to 
fix  upon  those  who  will  most  probably  answer  thepnr- 
poses  of  this  act.  And  if  the  said  sixth  part  3hall  at « 
any  time  be  called  out  into  actual  duty,  the  several . 
county  lieutenants  or  commanding  officers  of  ti^  said 
'  counties  shall,  in  like  manner,  order  one  other  sixth 

part  of  their  respective  militias  to  hold  themselves  ia 
the  same  readiness.     Provided^  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  preclude  the  governour  and  Gotmcil^ 
or  commanding  officer  in  any  of  the  said  counties  (rom 
ordering  out  a  greater  part  of  the  militia,  if  occasion  . 
shall  require.    And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  go- 
vernour, with  the  advice  of  the  council,  do  adopt  the  . 
most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  completely 
arming  and  accoutring  one  third  part  of  the  militia  in 
the  aforesaid  counties,  taking  care  that  there  be  sent 
therewith  a  proper  quantity  of  ammunition.    And  that 
the  said  arms  accoutrements,  and  ammunition  may  be 
effectually  preserved,  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  caption 
of  each  company  shall  take  a  receipt  from  every  man 
to  whom  he  delivers  a  gun,  bay6net,  cartouch  booCf. 
powder,  or  ball;  and  every  such  person  shall  be  liable  .- 
to  pay  double  the  value  of  the  same  if  lost,  or  dama* 
ged  by  his  default,  to  be  «43covered  in  any  court  of  ct- 
cord  within  this  commonwealth.     And  every  captaia  . 
appointed  to  command  sitch  part  of  the  said  militia  at  ^  > 
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*  » 

are  hereby  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  readinesSi . 
shall  once  in  every  fortnight  call  them  together  at  some 
convenient  place  within  their  respective  counties,  for 
tfaepuiTK)^  of  training  and  disciplining  them;  and  also 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  examining  the  con- 
dtfion  of  tliefr  arras,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements. 
And  every  officer  and  soldier  called  upon  to  perform  . 
the  duties  required  by  this  act,  shall,  for  every  day 
they  are  in  the  execution  thereof,  eiiher  within  or  with- 
ottt  tfeir  r^pective  counties,  be  entitled  to  the  pay  af- 
lowcrf  by  an  act  of  assembly  entitled  *^  An  act  for  mak- 
ing*'^ovision  against  invasions  and  insurrections."  i 
Every  county  lieutenant  or  commanding  officer,  cap- 
tsdo,  ^Keuienant,  ensign,  non-commissioned  officer  or 
priMle,  ftiliing  to  perform  the  several  duties  enjoined 
by  this' act,  shaH,  for  every  failure,  forfeit  and  pa:y  the 
foUeWcng  sums  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  to  be 
recovered  in  any 'court  of  record,  viz.  The  county 
lieotenantor  commanding  officer,  one  thousand  pounds; 
a  x^apfaiYi,  five  hundred  pounds;  a  lieutenant,  three  , 
huttiAred '  pounds:  an^  ensign,  two  hundred  pounds;  a 
ndn-(M$mmiss}oned  officer,  one  hundredpounds;  and  a 
pvmtte,  fifty  pounds. 

And  whereas  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  there  Nsvy  tobt 
should  be  a*  marine  force  for  the  protection-  of  the  sea  equipped  fc 
coast  of  this  state,  and  rf  Chesapeake  bay  and  its  de^  manned, 
pending  rivers  within  this  commonwealth.  Be  it  enacts 
erfy' Tlmt  the  governour,  with  the  advice  of  council, 
be  empowered  to  direct  the  commissioner  of  the  navy 
to:«m)er  the  ships  Thetis,  Tempest,  Dragon,  together 
wkh;'tfae  brig  Jefferson,  to  be  immediately  repaired, 
mMnedf^nd  made  reddy  for  the  defence  of  the  bay 
and  sea?  coast;  and  that  the  Henry  galley  be  in  like 
manner  immediately  repaired,  manned,  and  maderea- 
dytor  the  purpose  of  defending  Hampton,  Hampton 
Koady  afid  the  adjacent  waters.  And  whereas  it  is  ne- 
ceSSQry  that  no  officer  should  be  retained  in  the  marine 
depiHiiient  but  siich  as  are  properly  qualified,  in  or- 
der'ihierdbre  to  produce  this  reform,  Be  it  enacted^ 
Th«^  li  board  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governour, 
wiih'tbe  advice  of  council,  to  consist  df  the  commts- 
^onef^of  the  navy,  and  of  six  of  the  captains  the  most 
approved  tbr  their  ability,  any  Tour  of  whom,  together 
with  tbl^^id  commissioner  of  the  navy  shall  be  suffi- 
cieM  to  coBStitate  the  ^id  board,  havihg  been  first  fix- 

VoL.  X.  N2 
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edin  their  command  in  the  navy  by  th^  goyertiMI^ 
mtfa  the  advice  of  cooncil;  and  which  said  six  ckt^ 
tains,  previous  to  their  appointments  to  the  said  bomM 
and  before  they  proceed  to  bnsiness*  shall  take  the  fql<^ 
lowing  oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  eldest  captaSP 
to  the  commissioner  of  the  navy,  and  then  by  him  te' 
aH  the  said  captains:  <*  I  A.  B.  do  swear  that  I  wlff* 
well  and  trdy  discharge  the  trust  in  me  repos^  fdnr 
the  purpose  of  producing  a  reform  ht  the  navy,  agreed' 
able  to  the  intention  of  this  act;  and  tteit  I  wH!  doth^ 
same  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment,  wiAoiit  f»^ 
vour,  affection,  or  partiality."  And  whereas  inC6ii«- 
veniences  have  arisen  from  fixing  the  gallie$  AeeGM4 
•  mack  and  Diligence  at  certain  stations,  for  reme^ 
thereof,  Beit  enacted^  That  so  much  of  an  act  oFtiiP 
sembly  as  confines  the  said  gallies  to  particularistic 
lions,  is  repealed;  and  that  the  governoitr,  with  thenl^ 
vice  of  council,  be  at  liberty  to  employ  them  in^  sqm 
manner  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  mosit  ooffdt»9hf ' 
BouB^yin  to  the  general  defence.-  And  as  an  edcouragemennjKr 

!•«*»»  &c-  sailors  to  enter  into  the  marine  service.  Be  it  ^aeiei^ 
That  there  shall  be  paid  to  every  person  who  shall' eti^ 
list  into  the  said  service  for  the  term  of  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  a  bounty  of  one  thousand  dollsi^,  amF 
two  dollars  per  day,  together  with  such  other  privily 
ges  and  emoluments  as  are  allowed  by  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines*^ 
And  whereas  experience  has  evinced  the  great  utililg^ 
Marines  to  of  marines,  \Bf  it  enacted^  That  a  body  of  three  im»^ 

b6  enlisted,  ij^ed  men  be  recruited  for  that  purpose,  to  becoito** 
manded  by  five  captains  and  fifteen  lieutenanl8,^^tlie 
said  captains  and  subalterns  to  be  appointed  by  *6te 
executive.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  tlfe^fitf 
captahis,  together  with  the  subalterns  and  alt  tAust 
Pay  and  e-  camfni^ioned  officers  in  the  service  of  the  navy*,  the 

moluments.  -master,  surgeon,  and  surgeon's  mate  shall  becWflcit 
to  the  same  pay  and  rations,  the  same  privitegerantf 
efnoluments,  and  rank  in  the  same  degree  with  tiffiecA 
of  the  like  rank  belonging  to  regiments  lierelgfaii^ 
raised  for  the  internal  defence  of  this  state.*  kttil^ 
settling  the  rank  of  such  officers  to  be  appointed  aa  be- 
fore directed,  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  captains  and  fit* 
balterns  .shall  hold  rank  as  shall  be  settled  by  the  ge- 
vernour,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  according  im 
tho  priority  of  the  completion  of  their  respective  com*- 
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puiet.  And  for  the  more  speedy  eolisUDent  of  tbe 
wd  marioesi  Be  it  enactedy  That  the  captains  and 
3nbalt9rns  to,  be  appointed  for  the  marine  department 
Ijiy^yirttte  of  this  act  shall  immediately  after  their  re- 
SfMtive  appointments,  proceed  to  enlist  their  follow- 
i9gJVUP^.  ^b^^  IS 'to  say:  Every  captain  shall  enlist 
t^rentyfive  men;  every  first  lieatenant,  fifteen  men; 
aijod  every  second  lieutenant,  twelve  men;  and  every 
third  lieutenant,  eight  men;  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
recjTuit  the.  same  in  any  part  of  this  commonwealth, 
and;^hall  receive  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  man 
sa  r^c^ted,  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  ex- 
pffnse  jojrecruiting.  And  if  any  officer  shall  fail  to 
mruit  his  quota  of  men  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
ijtQtcri^r  next,  the  governour,  with  the  advice  of  the 
c^i^idli  shall  tiike  such  measures  therera  a:>  amy  .^ceui 
IBIfQ^t  likely  to  expedite  the  raising  such  quota,  wheth- 
fif  i]t^  bf  by  continuing  the  same  officer,  or  by  making 
a  aew  appointment;  and  whenever  a  new  appointment 
sbfUl  be  made,  on  the  failure  of  any  officer  or  officers 
to  raise  their  respective  quotas,  the  men  enlisted  by 
audi  9fficer  or  officers  sp  failing,  shall  he  delivered 
aver  to  the  next  officer  appointed  to  succeed  him,  he 
q^fipding  to  the .  officer  who  enlisted  the  same,  such 
Xiacraitiiig  ej^penses.  And  to  the  end  that  recruits  rais- 
^.by.  virtue  of  this  act  may  be  coveniently  received 
and  pa;ssed.  Be  it  enaciedf  That  every  captain  or  su- 
l^tei;n  shall  carry  each  recruit  to  the  commanding 
^j^r  pr  co,unty  lieutenant  of  the  county  in  which  hf 
wu^  jiave  recruited  him,  who,  upon  the  request  of  such 
Gf^tiuj|i  or  subaltern,  shall  examine  such  recruit,  and 
g^  i|.certificate  for  such  and  so  manv  as  they  may 
*^  ;e:^  be  able  bodied  and  sufficient  for  tbe  purpose, 
(IS  .fm  epcouragement  for  marines  to  enter  into  the 
i  service,  Be  it  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  paid 
tgi,eiM^h  iQarine  so  enlisting  for  the  term  of  three  years 
qi  during  the  w^,  a  bounty  of  one  thousand  dollar^, 
^  om  dollar  per  day,  and  all  other  privileges  and 
WMilttaie^ts  as  are  allowed  by  an  act  concerning  sol- 
d^iars,  suitors,  and  marines. 
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CHAP.  xxvm.  .  •: 

An  act  to  stispend  in  part  ike  i)p€rm- 
Hon  of  the  act  concerning  eschectis 
and  forfeitures  froni  British  sub- 
jects ^  and  for  other  purposes. 

Aetconcctn.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  ^at  all 
in^  eeoheau  the  lauds  on  Leatherwood  creek,  in  the  county  ef  Hm- 
Smfft^*  rv;  and  all  that  tract  of  land  comoionly  called  <  liie 
Bri^  fub.  Wartmounta'm  tract,  in  the  said  county  of  Heniy,  whiefa 
jeots,  iuf-  formerly  belonged  to  Walter  Sing  and  John  Harmek*, 
P«?^^^  esquires  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  have  been  -^ 
He^nrtfid"  ^^'^^^i^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^f  assembly  "  Concemiiig  ^- 
Amherrt.  cheate  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,^  being  il^ 
conreved  by  conveyed  by  the  said  Walter  King  and  John  Htmer 
««  t?t5^»l.  »«  Walter  King  Cole  and  George  Harmer,  esquires, 
ter  KUg  to  ^^'  The  part  of  the  lands  belonging  to  tfae^aid 
Cole,  and  Walter  King,  to  the  said  Waher  King  Cole,  imd  die 
©eoryoHAr-part  beloriging  to  John  Harmer,  to  the  said  George 
^   *  Harmer;  both  of  whom  are  now  resident  in,  and  citi- 

zens of  this  commonwealth,^  shall,  and  the  same  we 
hereby  declared  not  to  be  subject  to  sale  under  flie 
said  recited  act;  and  the  escheator  for  the  said  county 
of  Henry  is  hereby  directed  to  surcease  all  farther  pro- 
ceedings on  any  inquisition  which  may  havebeen  taken 
thereon.  And  the  said  Walter  King,  having  conveyed 
to  the  said  Walter  King  Cole  one  fourth  part  of  cer- 
tain lands,  which  the  said  Walter  King  was  entitled  to 
on  Hat  creek,  in  the  county  of  Amherst;  and  also  oae 
plantation  to  be  laid  off  to  the  said  Walter  King  Cole, 
out  of  the  possessions  of  the  said  Waller  King,  com- 
monly called  Nassaw,  as  conveniently  as  might  be  to 
Hat  creek,  and  to  contain  one  thousand  acres,  togeth- 
er with  all  the  negroes,  stocks,  eroplements,  and  the 
whole  of  the  crop  made  thereon  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine;  wkich 
said  lands,  negroes,  stocks,  implements,  and  crop  hair 
been  sold,  and  the  mon^y  applied  to  publick  uses,  un- 
der the  said  recited  act,  Be  U  therefore  etiacted,  That 
retribution  shall  be  made  to  the  said  Walter  King  Cole, 
Hccording  to  the  measure  prescribed  by  the  said  reci- 
te acQ  aod  the  treasurer^  of  this  commonwealth  is 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


MAY  178ft--4«fa  Of  COMMONVEALTIL 

hereby  directed  and  required  to  pay  to  the  said  Waller 

KiDg  Cole,  ibe  amount  of  sales  of  the  aforesaid  lands, 

negroes,  stocks,  and  implements,  as  well  as  the  amount 

^  sates  of  the  crop  aforesaid,  that  have  been  received 

Saio.the  treasury,  or  which  may  therefrom  be  h^reaf- 

ter  received  into  the  treasury.  And  the  said  John  Har- 

raer,  having  also  conveyed  to  the  said  George  Har- 

mer^  his  whole  estate,  both  real  and  personal  within 

this  commonwealth;  and  the  said  George  Harmer  bk- 

•  ving  left  Great  Britain  in  expectation  of  reoeivmg  the 

said  estate,  which  would  have  been  sufficient  for  bis 

.aypport  and  maintenance,  but  the  same  being  now  es- 

licbeated  and  sold,  except  the  lands  above  mentioned, 

.ib^^d  George  Harmer  is  much  distressed  for  want 

iai*  the  means  of  suppoirting  and  maintaining  himself 

Mniii  it  shall  be  determined  whether  retribution  shall 

jfy^  made  him,  Bt  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  said 

^JBeocge  Harmer  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to 

dr^iw.en  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  for  such 

.^um  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  judged  necessary  for 

bis. support  and  maintenance,  by  tl^  governour  and 

council,  until  it  shall  be  ^letermined,  whether  retribu- 

Ttioi^  shall  be  made  the  said  George  Harmer  for  his  es- 

|atn,  oonfisciited  and  sold  as  aforesaid;  and  the  treasu* 

^er  of  this  commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  pay 

,tbe  same  out  of  the  sequestered  pro&s  of  the  said 

Geoi^e  Harmer's  estate,  or  the  amount  of  sales  thero* 

^  lipoa  the  governour's  warrant  being  produced  tQ 

.bioi.lberefor. 
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CHAP.  XXIX- 


V   .^. 


V> 


ic^^er,  An  act  to  enable  fhegovemour  ioprrT^ 

^'  vide  a  laborGtory  and  proper  Tfiq^r 

gazines  for  the  reception  of  arm^ 

ammunition^    and    other    pubtibk 

stores.  .     - 

Uboratory      j.  WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  that  proper  mtgaK 
^et^tobe    *^"^  ^^  *^  reception  of  the  arms,  ammoniilion,  tmd 
provided.      Other  pablick  stores^  and  a  laboratory  be  speediljrpros 
vided,  Be  it  matted  by  the  -QefMftd  JtstetnUy^  Tlmt 
the  govemour,  with  the  advice  of  bis  council  mfty,  aoti 
iie  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  cause  sueft 
and  so  many  magatines  as  shall  be  judged  necessary, 
and  a  laboratory  to  be  immediately  erected  at  the  pub- 
lick  expense,  at  such  place  or  placed  as  they  shall 
think  proper;  and  that  reasonable  siatisfaction  may  be 
made  to  the  proprietors  of  all  lands  which  by  virtue  of 
this  act  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  to  the  uses 
aforesaid,  the  clerk  of  the  county  wherein  any  such 
land  shall  lie,  is  hereby  empowered  and  required,  on 
r^uisition  from  the  governour  for  the  tinle  bring,'  to 
issue  a  writ  ad  quod  damnum^  to  be  directed  to  the 
sheriffof  thesaidcounty,  commanding  him  tosumoion 
L&Bds  how  ^^^  empannel  twelve  able  discreet  freeholders  of  the 
acquire'd.       vicinage,  no  ways  concerned  in  interest  in  the  said 
lands,  nor  related  to  the  owners  or  proprietors  there- 
of, to  meet  on  the  said  lands  respectively  on  a  certain 
day  to  be  mentioned  in  the  said  writ,  not  under  five,. 
nor  more  than  ten  days  from  the  date  thereof,  of  .which 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  respective  proprietors  of 
the  said  lands,  if  they  be  to  be  found  within  the  conn* 
ty,  and  if  not,  then  to  their  respective  agents  if  any 
there  be;  which  freeholders  taking  nothing,  on  pain  of 
being  discharged  from  the  inquest  and  imtnediate^' 
imprisoned  by  the  sheriff,  either  of  meat  or  drink  fivMi 
any  person  whatever,  from  the  tiipe  they  c^me  4o  the 
said  place  until  their  inquest  sealed,  shall  be  cbargwl 
by  the  said  sheriff  impartially,  and  to  the  best  of  Ihor 
skill  and  judgment  to  value  the  lands  on  which  the. 
said  masaziaes  and  laboratory  are  to  be  ^e«t«d,  toibe. 
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Hud  off  by  order  of  the  governour,  and  not  exceedm^ 
ihree  acres  for  each  of  the  said  buildings;  and  after 
such  valuation  made,  the  said  sheriff  shall  forthwith 
rtoirn  Ihe  same  tinder  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said 
jurors,  to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  said  county;  and  the 
right  and  property  of  the  said  lands  so  laid  off  and 
vatii^,  shall  be  iounedisuely  divested  and  be  transfer- 
red to  this  commonwealth  in  fee  simple;  any  want  of 
consent  or  disability  to  consent  in  the  said  owners  not- 
withstanding. The  cost  of  building  such  magazines 
and  laboratory,  the  cost  of  the  said  inquest,  and  the 
sereral  sums  at  which  the  rights  of  the  owners  are  va* 
liied,  jihall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  out  of  the  publick 
oioaey  in  his  hands,  to  the  undertakers  of  the  said 
magBiipes  and  laboratory,  to  the  said  proprietors,  and 
others  respectively  entitled,  on  warrants  from  the  au- 
ditors, countersigned  by  the  governour. 


:  CHAP.  XXX. 

Jnaol  to  continue  and  amend  the  act 
entitled  An  act  for  establishing  the 
county  of  Ilinois^  and  for  the  more 

\  j^ffectuat protection  and  defence  of 
the  same^  andjor  other  purposes^   ' 

(Passed  at  the  May  Session  1786. — See  printed  acts 
of  May  Session  1780,  page  40.] 

FOR  isontinuing  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the      Act 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  hlialunf 
entitled  '<  An  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  llincMS,  Si^oiffor- 
afid  for  the  more  efiectual  protecUon  and   defence  ther  contia* 
tbmof;^*  Be  it  macted  by  the  General  Jlnembly,  That  o«^ 
the^atdact  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  one 
y^  after  the  passing  of  thi»  act,  and  from  thence  to 
theend'  of  tiie  next  session  of  assembly.     And  &e  H 
fix^9r  enacUd,  That  the  gevernour,  with  the  advice 
^  his  eoQMil,  mayy  and  be  is  hereky  zskXhori^md 
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epipower^  to  settle  ami  ac^sl  att  accounts  wttli>thftt 
several  commaiidaals,  Indian  agents^  agents  of  ^ndn^ 
and  other  officers  in  the  lUnoit.  departinent;  and  fovr 
their  respective  services,  to. make  such  reasonable aW 
lowance  as  to  him  shall  seem  just*    ... 


CHAP.  XXXI. 

A?i  act  for  farther  continuing  and 
amenaing  an  act  entitled  An  actjbt^^^ 
appointing  naval  officers  and  «*-», 
cerlaining  their  fees. 

otntmen?"     WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  veif " 
lic!"oriMinii  ono  thousand  seven  hnndred  and  seventy  six,  enmfed - 
officers  for-  <'  An  act  for  the  appointment  of  naval  officers  and  sfs^  - 
^  ed!  ^°"^"*  ccrtaining  their  fees/*  which  was  continued  by  an  akt' 
entitled  "  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  (or  appolittin^ ' 
naval  officers,  and  ascertaining  their  fees,**  will  ex^fw: 
at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  * 
expedient  that  the  same  should  be  farther  coiHinued^ 
Bt  it  tkerffo/re  enacted  by  the  (hneral  Assembly i  Thift 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  appointing  navd  offie^ ' 
and  ascertaining  their  fees'/*  shall  continue  and  be  In* 
force,  from  and  after  the  expiratioD  thereof,  ftf  twb'' 
years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  nexmiwster^ 
of  assembly.      And  the  several  naval  officers  ^MN^'^ 
Fees  altered  j^^^  ^^  receive  the  following  fees,  in  lieo  of  th«^€«i ' 
tablished  by  the  last -recited  act,  to  wit:  For  enttSrfflf 
or  clearing  any  ship  or  vessel  of  one  hundred- tons  tod 
under,  thirty  ddlars;  for  entering  or  clearing  any  sWrf 
or  vessel  of  more  than  one  hundred  tons,  seventy 'flw- 
dollars;  for  taking  a  bond,  twelve  dollars;  for  a  p*^-^ 
mit,  twelve  dollars;  for  a  bill  of  health,  twelve  dolMM(" 
for  a  bill  of  stores,  twelve  dollars;  for  a  ceriMcii^^ 
twelve  dollars;  for  a  register,  and  recording  the'-^rt^*'- 
fifty  dollars;  for  a  copy  thereof,  or  making  an  kMHi^- 
ment  thereupon,  twetity  five  dollars;  for  a  copj^  of'^' 
manifest,  fifteen  dollars;  for  a  passport,  in  confonfrit^ 
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^le  twenty  stfrcnth  article  of  the  treaty  of  alFiance 

Mtween  his  tnost  Christinn  Majesty  and  the  United 

Slates  of  America,N6fty  dollars;  all  which  fees  sjiall  be 

paid  ra  current  money  of  this  commonwealth.     Tlie  „    .     . 

bonds  to  be  taken  by  the  several  naral  officers  on  f^^  ^^^ 

f  ranting  permits  instead  of  those  directed  by  the  said      ' 
rst  recited  act,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:   If  the  ship 
or  vessel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  or  under,  the 
bonds  shall  be  for  fifty  thousabd  pounds  current  mo- 
ney; if  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen,  the  bond 
shall  be  for  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  like  mo- 
riey;  and  the  bonds  to  be  taken  from  all  masters  of 
ships  and  vessels  for  prevention  of  the  dangerous  con- 
^Mices  th^t  may  arise  from  the  breach  and  contempt 
oC.mbirgoes  instead  of  those  directed  to  be  taken  by 
the  said  first  recited  act,  shall  be  as  followeth,  to  wit: 
Irthe  ship  or  vessel  be  of  orfe  hundred  tons  or  under, 
the  bond  shall  be  for  twenty  thousand,  pounds  current 
money;  if  above  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two 
hundfed^lons,  the  bond  shall  be  for  forty  thousand 
pMndi^  ^nd  if  above  two  hundred  tons,  the  bond  shall 
be  ^r  one  hundred  thousand  pounds;  all  which  said 
bonds  fthaU  be  forfeitable,  and  the  penalties  thereof 
sned.fiir,  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner,  and  to 
the  same  usesas  those  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  said 
fiijrt  recited  act    jind  be  it  farther  enaeted,  That  all 
o^ler  bonds  to  be  taken  by  the  several  naval  ofiicers  in 
vi«i»  of  .such  office,  and  all  penalties  to  be  incurred 
bjiihe  fespective  naval  officers^  for4ieglect  or  breach 
of4aty,  -sball  be  forty  times  as  much  as  those  directed 
taJK  tal^n  or  incurred  by  the  srfd  first  recited  act,  to 
b^^^o  med  for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner,  and 
tortile  same  uses  as  those  directed  to  be  taken  and  in- 
inciireed  by  the  said  recited  act:     ^nd  be  it  farther 
ermisdj  That  the  master  or  commander  of  every  ship 
or^Hsssel  shall,  within  forty  eight  hours  after  his  arri- 
vat  In  a»y  port,  make  report  of,  and  enter  his  vessel 
and.«avgo  with  the  naval  officer  of  the  district  wherein 
the  «»d, vessel  rides;  and  every  melster  or  commander 
of  mi^^por  vessel  falling  herein,  shall  forfeit  his  said 
vessti^Md  cargo;  and  any  master  or  commander  of 
anyr^hip  or  v^sset^  breaking  bulk,  or  disposing  of  any 
part  of  the  cargo  wiihout  obtaining  a  permit  from  the 
itisal  officer  to  trade  within  the  said  district,  shall  for^ 
YffH^x,'  02. 
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^t  his  saiH  vessel  and  cargo;  to  be  seised  in  eitlier  ef 
the  above  cases,  by  such  officer  or  his  Jeputy,  and  pro* 
secuted  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  one  moiety  whereof 
shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  moie^ 
ty  to  the  use  of  tlie  coromonweahb. 


CHAP.  XXXIL 

An  act  for  farther  continuing  an  ad 
entitled  An  act  to  empower  the  go^ 
vernour  and  council  to  lay  an  em-, 
harg^for  a  limited  time. 

Act  empow.      WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  Ae  year 

erin;  gover-  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  entitled: 

oounciTto    **  ^"  *^*  ^^  empower  the  governonr  and  couftcU  ta^lajr 

lay  embar-    an  embargo  for  a  Kmited  time,"  which  w^  continned 

goes  further  b;^  several  subsequent  acts,  will  expire  at  the  endioC 

continued.    ^\^  present  session  of  assembly;  and  it  is  expediftttll 

,  that  the  same  should  be  farther  continued,  Btkikormf^ 

*  f6rB  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  Tliatthe  aart  eii«* 

titled  **  An  act  to  empower  tlie  govemoor  and  onnacii* 

to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,"  shaH  e^mfmmi 

and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  expiration  thcvoa^ 

until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly,  andom 

longer.  •     •-• 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  citizens  of 
SoutJi  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  re- 
move their  slaves  into  this  state. 

WHEREAS  many  of  the  good  aiid  faithful  citizens    ciUzwis  of 
of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  have  been,  and  maj  South  Caro- 
be  compelled  by  the  common  enemy  to  fly  their  coun-  lina  and 
try,  and  seek  sheker  and  protection  in  this  common-  fk***^  to" 
wealthy  bm  are  prevented  bringing  their  slaves  hither  removetheir 
bfitn  ael  df  assembly  entitled  '*  An  act  for  preventing  tUYcsinto 
lllft  finrther  inportation  of  slaves,"  and  it  is  incumbent  ^^ '^^* 
^n  the  good  people  of  Virginia  to  afibrd  all  possible 
Atief  to  snch  oar  brethren  in  thehr  present  distressed 
ritaation;  Be  it  therefore  enucted  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  ("the  said  recited 
act  iKHitidistandingj  for  any  citisen  of  either  of  the 
saud  Mrtes,  who  hath  been  or  shall  be  expelled  there- 
iwta  by  the  enemy,  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be  removed, 
Kt  or  ber  slaves  into  this  commonwealth,  and  to  con*- 
lttii»  8ueh  slaves,  as  well  as  the  slaves  which  under  the 
Kke  ejremnstaaces  have  been  removed  hither  since  the 
tweotiedi  day  of  May  last,  and  their  increase  within 
lUs  commonwealth,  until  one  year  next  after  the  ex- 
pidoon  of  the  enemy  from,  or  the  restoration  of  civil 
gofenment  in  the  state  from  which  such  slaves  were 
rtepecAvely  removed,  and  no  longer.      And  all  and 
every  such  slave  op  slaves,  or  any  of  their  incr^se,  HowloDgto 
which  shall  be  suflered  to  remain  here  after  the  expira-  ^^Xh^ 
tion  of  the  said  term  of  one  year,  to  be  computed  as  circumsun* 
aforesaid,  shall  become  free;  except  onlv  such  of  the  oesthevjnt^ 
said  slaves  as  may  be  sold  by  the  owner  ior  his  or  her  ^^  "^^^ 
necessary  support  and  maintenance,  in  manner  bere-r 
aAiar  directed:    Provided  always^  That  ever^  person 
removing  any  slave  or  slaves  from  either  of  the  said 
Slates,  and  desiring  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  act,  shall 
deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  first  county  within  this  com- 
noowealth  into  which  any  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be 
hroagbt,  within  one  month  after  their  arrival  therein, 
an  exact  list  or  schedule  of  each  and  every  slave  so 
veoaoved,  distinguishing  the  name,  sex,  and  as  near  as 
Hn^j  bf  the  age  of  aach  slaves  respectively,  and  Che 
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state  from  whence  they  were  removed;  and  soch  per- 
sons as  have  already  removed  any  such  slave  or  slaves 
into  ibis  commonwealth  since  the  twentieth  day  of  May 
last,  shall  within  one  mopth  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  iqto  lyhich  such 
slave  or  slaves  were  first  brought,  a  list  oc  schedule  as 
aforesaid;  which  in  either  case,  such  clerk  i|  hereby 
required  to  enter  of  record,  giving  to  the  person  a  cer- 
tificate thereof,  upon  his  or  her  payingdown  the  fee 
of  ^at  dollar  fqr  each  slave,  and  also  to  transmit  to  tbt 
clerk  of  the  council  within  one  month  thereafter,  an 
attested  copy  of  such  list  or  schedule.  And  lo  give 
farther  relief  to  the  suffering  citisens  of  the  said  states; 
Be  it  enactedy  That  all  and  every  slave  or  slaves  re- 
.  moved  into  this  state  under  the  reflations  of  this  act, 
shall  be  exempted  from  any  assessnient  or  tax,  for  the 
space  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  their  having  been 
registered  in  the  clerk's  office  as  aforesaid:  Jiud'bi  it 
farther  enacted^  That  the  govemour  with  the  adhnce 
of  the^  council,  may  from  time  to  time,  granrio  4ny 
citizen  of  either  4)ftlie  said  states,  a  permit -in  wiidtig, 
to  dispose  of  or  sell,  any  or  so  many  of  such  sfartras  as 
shall  appear  necessary  for  the  comfortable  support  and 
maintenance  of  such  citizen,  and  his  pr  lier  £Mtiiy» 
causing  all  such  permits  to  be  entered  by'  the  clerfe-^  of 
t|)e  council,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose^ . 


•:  .^i 
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■"'  CHAP.  XXXIV. 

r^nacl  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  p^.^m]^^' 
act  for  estabKshing  a  loan  ojfficejbr 

%  .  ^he  purpose  ofborrowing  money  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States  and 
appointing  a  commissioner  fyr  su- 
perintending the  same.  ' 

.^     1/  BE  it  matted  by  the  General  AMStmihf^  That  so  co«iimflgi«Q. 
/  .'lonKh  of  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  establishing  a  loan  er  of  Iomb 
-  'toffiee  for  the  purpose  of  lH»rrowing  monefy  for  the  use  S-^if^^L 
of  the.lAiilgd  States,  and  appointing  a  commissioner  Richmond. 
•:  for  sBperiotending  the^ame/'  as  directs  the  loan  oflke 
1  iiltercfcy  artablished,  to  be  kept  in  the  city  of  Williams- 
vbwcg^  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed;  and 
.  ^  tttmHieom  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  the  oomrais- 
..  sioaer  of  loans  for  the  time  being,  shall  keep  his  said 
*  loffiee  at  the  town  of  Richmond,  or  such  other  place  as 
. '  Ihogovemonr  with  the  advice  of  council  shall  and  may 
'    dinscl.    And  be  it  farther  enaetedy  That  in  case  of  the    vtcnicy  ia 
death. or  resignation  of  any  such  commissioner  during  office,  ho^ 
the  recess  of  the  general  assembly,  the  govemonr  and  «*PPbci 
council  shall  and  may  appoint  some  ot^r  proper  per- 
son to  supply  the  vacancy  thereby  occasionedy  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  general  assembly. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

An  act  for  giving  farther  powers  to 
the  governour  and  council^  and  Jot 
other  purposes. 

WHEREAS  in  this  time  of  publick  danger,  when  ^"^' 
a  powerful  and  vindictive  enemy  are  ravaging  our  ^cet^  of 
tontfieni  lister  states,  and  encooraged  by  soecess,  are  teitingthe 
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ezecutiFe 
with  extrt* 
ordinary 
powers. 


and  appoint 
officers  of 
experience. 


making  a  rapid  progress  towards  our  own  borders,  it 
has  become  highly  expedient,  as  well  to  oppose  the 
common  enemy  in  general,  as  to  provide  for  the  safe- 
ly and  defence  of  this  state  in  particular,  to  vest  the 
executive  with  extraordinary  powers  for  a  limitted  time, 
Be  it  therefore  tnactedj  That  the  governoor,  with  ad^ 
PowertocaH  yj^^  of  council,  shall  have  full  power,  and  he  is  here- 
by required,  if  need  be,  to  call  into  actual  service,  from 
such  counties  as  shall  be  judged  most  proper,  any  num- 
ber of  the  militia,  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  men, 
including  those  already  ordfcred  out  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  general  assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  to  embody 
militia  for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina."  And  the 
miKtia  to  be  called  into  service  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shafl  be  officered  and  regimented  by  the  governour^ 
with  advice  aforesaid.  The  field  officers  may  eitfoer 
be  chosen  from  the  militia  field  officers  in  tlie  coumieft 
firom  whence  the  men  shall  he  drawn,  or  from  sud^ 
persons  as  may  be  in  this  state,  who  have  gain^  ex- 
perience by  long  service  in  the  continental  army,  as 
the  governour,  whh  advice  of  cowncH,  shall  juctge  be«. 
When  regimented,  they  may  be  marched  either  to  the 
northern  states,  or  to  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  soothe 
em  United  States.  The  troops  to  be  drawn  into  sei*^ 
vice  under  this  act,  if  marched  out  of  this  state  shall- 
b^  entttled  to  the  same  pay  os  those  who  are  embodied 
hy  the  before  recited  act  for  tlie  relief  of  South  Caro^ 
lina.  And  whereas  shduid  this  commonwealth  be  hn 
vaded,  or  there  should  be  an  rnsorrection  within  the* 
same,  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  poblick  secarity  thtt 

disaffected  persons  should  beconfined  or  removed,  J7tf 

affected  per- 1^  ena^tedy  That  the  governour  be  authorized,  with  ad«= 
sons.  vice  of  council,  and  he  is  hereby  authorixed  and  em* 

powered,  with  such  advice,  to  commit  to  close  confine^ 
ment,  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  whom  therfr 
may  be  just  cause  to  suspect  of  disaffection  to  the  \vi^ 
dependence  of  the  United  States,  and  of  attachment  to 
their  enemies;  or  to  cause  any  such  persons  to  be  re» 
mover}  to  such  places  of  security  as  may  best  gttanl  < 
In  case  ofin-  against  the  effects  of  their  influence  and  arts  to  lAJlirfr ! 
wrecdoni''  this  community,  and  benefit  the  common  eoemy«  And 
those  who'    he  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  case  of  any  insurrecUon  ' 
Mist  tlie  e-   wffthin  this  coimollonWeahh,  or  th^  dame  shall  be  litvaki*- 
jSt  to'mlr.  ^  ^y  ^^  ene»y>  ^^^^^^  by  htHA  or  water,  that  aH  ftivdb: 
tisi  hw.    '  every  person  oi'  persons  within  the  smme}  who  shiril  i 


To  march 
the  militia 
out  of  the 

•tate. 


(Jovemor  & 
council  au- 
thorised to 
coofine  or 
romove  dis- 
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as  gmdes  to,  or  spies  for  thein,  or  who  shall  fiumvrii 
tbeenemy  with  provisions  or  other  necessaries^  or  wjbo 
shaU  encourage  desertion  from  the  army,  or  who  shall 
(Jjusuade  or  discourage  the  militia  from  opposing  the 
enemy,  or  who  shall  give  intelligence,  aid,  or  comfort 
to  .the  «aemy,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  ta 
bet^ubjcct  lo  the  law  martial  as  declared  by  congress 
OB  the  tweatieth  day  of  September  one  thousand,  seven 
fauadred  and  seventy  six,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
4xth  section,  and  tlie  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  arti« 
eleo  of  tlie  thirteenth  section  of  the  continental  articles 
of  war.  And  that  for  the  trial  of  such  oflenders,  a 
o<mrt*martial,  to  consist  of  not  fewer  than  thirteen  com- 
tftssioned  officers,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  field  officer, 
shi^ll  be  called  by  the  county  lieutenant  or  command* 
ing  officer  of  the  militia  in  the  county  where  such  of* 
fenoe  shall  be  committed,  or  in  any  other  county  of 
tiiis  €onimonwealtli,  where  such  oilender  may  be  found. 
And  such  officers  shall,  before  they  proceed  to  trial, 
take  the  following  oath,  to  be  administered  by  a  field 
officer  or  eldest  captain  present  to  the  president  of  such 
cotiPt,  «iid  ihea  by  him  to  the  other  members.  "  You 
sfaali  swear  well  and  truly  to  try  and  determine,  ac« 
copdiiig  to  your  evidence,  the  matter  now  before  you, 
betvreeo  4be  commonwealth  and  the  prisoner  to  be  tri-. 
cdf  and  Ihat  you  will  duly  administer  jnsuce  according 
to  lnw.^'  Tlie  commonwealth's  attorney  for  the  coun- 
ty where  the  trial  is  held  shall  attend  the  court,  and 
aet  as  jtidge  advocate;  and  in  case  of  his  absence,  the 
court  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  person  to  act 
ia  his  Atead,^  and  the  sheriff  or  constable,  as  the  court 
may  direct,  shall  also  attend  to  put  in  execution  tb^ 
onJir9  and  stiHance  of  the  said  court, 

JPr^ided  idways^  That  no  sentence  so  given  shall      Senteaca 
beedtrri«d  into  exeetttion  until  the  same  shall  be  ap-1^^?h«  car- 
proved  by  the  governour,  with  advice  of  the  council,  cciuion  onS 
And  to  the  end  that  the  said  articles  may  be  properly  approred  bjr 
promtrigated.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  executive  shall  ^^erpor  l6 
cause  a  printed  copy  of  them  to  be  sent  to  the  county  ^®*^c'*' 
IWnlenaiit  or  commanding  officer  of  every  county  in 
the.  coQBmon wealth,  and  direct  tlie  same  to  be  publish- 
ed  three  times  in  the  Virginia  gazette,  together  with 
this  act.    Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  powers 
^ven  to  the  governour  and  council  by.  an  act  of  ^^^-^^^^ 
pvesent^ssion,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  procuring  a  sop-  published. 
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ply  of  provisions  and  otber  necessaries  for  the  use  of  tb^ 
Powers  of  army/'  shall  be  extended  to  the  obtaining  of  so  many 
^•Twd''!**  ''^®  cattle,  linen  for  tents  (except  so  much  as  is  neces- 
of  prmMons  sary  for  the  use  of  each  particular  family)  horses,  wag- 
extended     gons,  boats  or  otber  vessels  and  their  crews,  and  other 
necessaries  as  may  be  wanted  for  stipplying  the  militia, 
or  other  troops  that  are  or  may  be  ordered  into  actudl 
servio^  from  this  commonwealth;  and  also  for  supply-* 
ing  with  provisions  the  convention  troops  and  guardt 
at  the  barracks  in  Albemarle;  and  the  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  so  obtained,  shall  be  valued  and  m^ 
praised  by  two  disinterested  persons,  to  ht  chosen  by 
the  owner  thereof  and  the  commissioner,  being  first 
sworn  by  the  commissioner,  and  if  those  two  disagree 
in  opinion,  they  shall  choose  an  umpire;  aind  in  case 
the  owner  shall  refuse  to  choose  a  person  to  assist  in. 
making  the  said  appraisement,  the  commissioner  is 
empowered  to  appoint  both;  and  such  cattle  and  other 
necessaries  shall  be  paid  for,  either  in  the  manner  as 
provisions  procured  by  the  said  act  are  directed  to  be 
paid  for,  or  by  draughts  on  the  treasury^  as  to  the  ex^ 
ecutive  shall  seem  most  convenient.    Provided  ahoaysi 
That  not  more  than  one  half  of  the  bullocks  and  bar* 
ren  cows  belonging  to  any  person,  fit  for  slaughter^ 
shall  be  subject  to  such  seizure.    And  whereas  several 
well  disposed  spirited  friends  to  their  country  have  of- 
fered to  collect  and  serve  as  volunteers  in  the  horse, 
provided  tliey  can  be  armed,  accoutred,  and  provided 
with  forage  and  otfaerprovisions  at  the  publick  ex- 
Voliiiiteer  pense.  Be  it  enacted^  That  thegovernour,  with  advice 
cavalry  eall-  of  council,  be  authorized  and  empowered,  and  he  is 
vjce!^**  **'"    hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  call  into  the  pub- 
lick  service  as  many  companies  of  volunteer  cavalry 
as  the  publick  good  may  require,  and  to  arm,  accou- 
tre, and  furnish  with  pay,  forage,  and  provisions,  such 
volunteers  at  the  publick  expense.     Provided  such  vp* 
iunteers  shall  agree  to  serve  in.  the  continental  army 
till  the  last  day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  Imn*- 
dred  and  eighty  one.    And  such  volunteers  shall  ne- 
vertheless compose  and  make  part  of  the  several  divi- 
sions directed  by  an  act  passed  this  present  session  of 
assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  speedily  recruiting  the. 
I  o  be  ere- quot^  of  this  State  for  the  continental  army.'*     A&i 
ai^imi^cJr'  ^^^^y  d' vision  to  which  any  such  volunteer  shall  be  $\', 
militis.         lotted,  shall  have  credit  for,  and  be  considered  as  hav-^* 
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Ine  Hirnlshed  the  man  required  bj  the  said  recited  act 
And  Vh^rcAs  a  good  printing  press,  well  provided     Ctoretnor, 
with  rifoper  materials,  is  indispenSabljr  necessary  for  '^^^^t*' 
th*  fight  information  of  the  people;   Be  it  enacted^  Jl  j^  print. 
T iiat  the  goveiKoui ,  with  the  advice  of  council,/foe  au-  inr  esta- 
thorized,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  Wbhinent, 
to  engage  wich,  and  employ,  at  the  publick  eiipense,  Sitor"fai^ 
and  for  the  publick  service,  a  good  and  able  printer,  ]y  attached 
of  firn\  and  known  attachment  to  the  independence  of  *®  indepcn- 
the  United  States,  who  may  be  willing  to  bring  a  good  sSica.       " 
and  well  provided  press  into  this  commonwealth. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  this  present  session  Fieldaflcera 
of  assembly  entitled  "  An  act  for  putting  the  eastern  to  coBmaiid 
frontier  of  this  commonwealth  into  a  posture  of  de-  ^***  ^„. 
fence;"  it  is  among  other  things  directed  that  one  sixth  tier*how»ap^ 
part  of  the  militia  of  several  coundes  therein  enumera-  pointed, 
tfd,  be  trained  and  disciplined  by  captains  and  snbal* 
terns  within  the  said  counties,  and  held  in  constant 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moments  warning.  Btit  enact* 
etf,  That  whenever  circumstances  shall  render  it  ne- 
cc^ssary  to  call  out  into  actual  duty  the  aforesaid  por- 
tions of  militia,  the  governour  be  empowered,  with  the 
advice  of  council,  to  appoint  such  and  so  many  field 
officers  to  command  them  as  shall  be  adjudged  neces* 
sary;  and  he  is  also  empowered,  with  the  advice  afore-       MMjot  of 
said,  to  appoint  a  major  to  command  the  marines  to  marine, 
be  raised  and  recruited  by  the  said  recited  act;  Which 
oilicers  shall  be  entitled  to  such  pay  and  rations  as  the 
executive  may  think  Just  and  reasonable.      And  bt  it 
farther  enacied,   That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  unti! 
th^  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
no  longer,  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
putlick  printer,  the  voluirteers  to  be  called  into  service 
by  tbis  act,  and  the  oiBccrs  to  be  appointed  to  com^ 
mand  the  forces  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  eastern 

''And  whereas  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  troops  RendemiHi 
of^^ry  kind  to  be  raised  Within  this  commonwealth  "^"*^*>*'' 
wi]t\t>e  ordered  to  act  in  the' southern  states,  which 
wilt  render  the  several  places  of  rendezvous  fixed  by 
t^act  passed  this  preifent  session  of  assembly,  entitled 
^'i^qiacCfor  speedily  recruiting  the  quota  of  this  state 
inftit  conliAfental  army,"  very  inadequate.  BetttAere^ 
fore  enaciecly  That  the  governour,  with  advice  of  coun- 
cil be  empowered  to  appoint  two  or  more  phiCBt  of 
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reiu)nvuu$  oa  the  south  side  of  Jameis  rivar,  for  the 

purposes  intended  by  the  said  recited  act.    ^nd  be  if 

Subject  to  enacted,  That  the  militia  to  be  ordered  kito  actual  $er* 

wUcIerof     ^'^^  ^y  ^*^***^  ^^  ^"^  '^^'  ^  ^^**  ^  ^  wilitia  alre%- 
wtr?  ^*  ^      dy  ID  actual  service,  under  an  act  eotiited  **  An  act  to 
embody  militia  for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  and 
for  other  purposes,^'  shall,  when  in  actual  service,  be 
.     subject  to  the  continental  articles  of  war.    Provided, 
by  ^^mTkiir    ^^^^  *'*  ^^^^  martial  to  be  constituted  for  the  trial 
oflFlcerBonly.  of  any  offenders  in  the  said  militia,  shall  consist  of  suc^ 
officers  enly  as  have  immediate  leomiaaiMl  in  the  said 
mtiitia  corps. 
And  whereas  several  soldiers  lately  called  into  s^r* 
Uesertets,  ^^®  under  the  said  recited  act  have  already  deserted, 
ho«r  sppre-*  and  it  is  likely  many  may  desert  wha  ar0  to  be  raise4 
heoded  and   under  this  act,  and  may  not  be  taken  until  the  militi^- 
de^t  with,    ^j^ii  bg  disbanded,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  public^j 
Bt  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  commanding  officer  of 
every  county  where  such  deserter  or  deserters  may  bt} 
found,  is  hereby  directed  to  call  a  court-martial,  t^ 
consist  of  five  officers,  not  under  the  rank  of  a  capt^O| 
who  shall  cause  such  deserter  or  desepters  to  be  apr 
prehended,  conveyed,  and  delivered  to  the  nearest  offir 
cer  having  command  in  the  troops  of  this  commiinf 
wealth,  to  serve  in  the  said  troops  for  eight  iiionths^ 
^nd  su^h  deserters  shall  moreover  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  articles  of  war  as  the  troops  aforesaid  nft 
subject  to.    And  the  commanding  officer  of  any  coun« 
ty  who  shall  fail  to  summon  such  court-martiair  or  to 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  cause  the  said  deserters  t9* 
be  apprehended  and  delivered  as  aforesaid,  shall  fo^*' 
leit,  for  every  offence,  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  re- 
covered in  any  court  of  record,^  by  bill,  plaint,  or  In* 
formation,  and  to  inure  one  half  to  the  informer,  an^ 
the  other  half  to  the  publick. 
■    ,  ,  •  Provided,  That  any  quaker  or  menonist  order^ 

meJwnUt^,     ipto  service  by  this  or  the  last  recited  act,  and  failing 
on  what  '     tp  march,  or  deserting,  shall  be  excused  from  persooi^ 
*^'"ted*^*      service,  but  in  every  such  case  which  bath  happaiiM 
emptcd.        ^  ^^y  happen,  the  countv  lieutenant  or  commaodm|f 
officer  of  the  militia  shall  direct  the  enlistment  df  » 
substitute,  and  levy  the  expense  thereof  on  such  of  the 
religious  society  to  which  the  delinquent  belongs  a$ 
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r^dde  ti^lMfi  his  county,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  dU 
Itcted  by  the  act  herein  first  recited,  in  the  case^of 
c|iiakers  and  meooTiists,  drafted  for  the  rominental  ser-* 
vice. 


CHAP.  XXXV] . 

An  act  for  eslablwhing   three   new 
counties  upon  the  western  vwters. 

WHEREAS  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ken-      Kentucky 
tueky  are  subject  to  great  inconveniences  for  the  want  T^^f^\\ 
of  due  administration  of  justice,  arising  principally  fe^rson,  Ft- 
/irom  the  great  extent  of  the  county,  and  the  dispersed  yctte,  and 
situation  of  the  settlements,   Be  it  therefore  enacted^  Mncoln 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,   °^"*^ 
the  said  county  of  Kentucky  shall  be  divided,  into  three 
counties,  that  is  to  say:  All  that  part  of  the  south  side 
of  Kentucky  river  which  lies  west  and  north  of  a  line 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Benson's  big  creek,  and 
running  up  the  same  and  its  main  fork  to  the  head; 
thence  south  to  the  nearest  waters  of  Hammond's  creek, 
and  down  the  same  to  its  junction  with  the  town  fork 
of  Salt  river;  thence  south  to  Green  river,  and  down 
the  s&me  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio,   shall  be  one 
distinct  county,  to  be  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Jefierson.     And  all  that  part  of  the  said  county  of  Boundaries. 
Kentucky  which  lieth  norih  of  the  line  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,  and  up  the  same  and  its 
vuddle  fork  to  the  head;  and  thence  south  east  to 
Washington  line,  shall  be  one  other  distinct  county,    . 
and  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Fayette.     And 
all  tfie  residue  of  the  said  county  of  Kentucky,  shall 
be  one  other  distinct  county,  and  called  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Lincoln. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  a  court  shall  be  court  days, 
field  by  the  justices  of  each  of  the  said  counties  of  Jef- 
ferson, Fayette,  and  Lincoln,  respectively,  after  they 
shall  take  place,  upon  the  following  days  in  every 
fHomb,  to  wit:   For  the  county  of  Jefferson,  upon  tht 
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ye^r  upop  ibe  secopc)  Tuesday  in  every  montb;  «n^ 
for  tbe  coqmy  of  liiQcoln,  upon  the  third  Tuesday  ^ 
•very  month,  in  such  manner  as  is  provided  by  Mr 
for  other  counties  and  a9  shall  be  by  ibeir  commissioft- 
ers  directed. 

Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
$hali  be  construed  to  hinder  the  sbenff  of  tbe  said  coiiii<^ 
ly  of  Kenlupky  as  tbe  same  now  stands  entire  IroHi 
collecting  or  making  distress  for  any  pubtick  dues  gr 
officers  fees  which  shall  remain  unpaid  by  tbe  infaabil^ 
ants  thereof  at  the  time  such  division  shall  take  plaol» 
but  such  sheriff  shall  h^ve  the  same  power  to  collect 
and  distrain  for  suc|i  dues  and  fees,  and  shall  h^  ac- 
countable for  them  in  the  same  manner .  as  if  thi&  ^t 
had  never  been  made.  An^  be  U  farther  enapUd^^iM 
|he  court  of  the  said  county  of  Fayette  shall  b^ive  ^ 
risdictton  of  all  actions  and  suits  in  law  and  equity 
which  shall  be  depending  before  the  court  of  Kentti^ky 
county,  at  the  time-  tlie  said  division  shall  \9k^  plaoe, 
and  shall  and  may  try  and  determine  all  such  acti^ds 
and  suits,  and  issue  process  and  award  execution  4)i€Ke- 
4m.  And  the-  ju^tice^  and  militia  officers  in  tbe^asd 
counties  of  Jefferson,  Fstyette,  and  Lincoln,  after  the 
division  $baH  take  place,  shall  exercise  their  seveffal 
offices  io  their  respective  counties,  pf  which  they  shall 
be  resident  at  the  time  when  the  division  shall  jtake 
place,  until  new  commissions  shall  be  issu^,  And  be 
it  farther  enacted^  That  the  justices  to  be  named  in  the 
commissions  of  tbp  pe|u:e  for  the  said  counties  of  Jef- 
ferson, Fs^yette,  and  Lincoln,  respectively,  shall  meet 
for  the  said  county  of  Jefferson,  at  Louisville;  for  the 
3aid  county  of  Fayette,  ait  Lexington,  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Lincoln,  at  Harrodsburg;  upon  the  first  court 
day  of  each  county,  after  the  division  shall  take  place, 
and  having  taken  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  aind 
administered  the  oath  of  office  to,  and  taken  bonds  ac- 
cording to  law  of,  their  respective  sheriffs,  every  of  the 
said  courts  may  proceed  to  appoint  and  (|iialify  a  clerk, 
and  fix  upon  places  for  holding  courts  in  their  respec- 
tive counties,  at  oi  as  near  the  centres  thereof  a${he 
situation  and  conveniences  of  the  respective,  couplies 
will  admit  of;  and  the  courts  of  such  counties  sliall 
theiKeforth  proceed  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings 
/o;  such  counties^  at  such  places  respectively,  and  jiif- 
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m^flsch  toiMifigs  shdl  be  ^Mifletfid,  dity  iban  i||»* 
'fioint  8ticb  places  for  bolding  courts  as  they  shall  ihinlt 
tu    Prtmdkd  tdways^  That  the  appointments  for  bold-  . 
big  courts,  and  of  clerks  for  the  several  coonties  afor*- 
'fiitd,  shall  not  be  made,  unless  a  majority  of  the  justi- 
ces of  such  counties  be  present,  where  such  majority 
orimU  have  been  prevented  from  attending  by  bad  wea- 
ther, or  their  being  at  such  time  out  of  the  county,  but 
.in  such  cases  the  appointments  aforesaid  shall  be  post- 
poned urttt)  some  court  dav  when  such  majority  shall 
be  present    And  be  U  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  governour,  with  advice  of  the  council,  to 
appoint  a  sheriff  for  each  of  the  said  counties  of  Jef- 
forsol),  Fayette,  and  Lincoln,  respectively;  which  said 
sheriffs  so  appointed,  shall  continue  in  office  during 
*the  term,  and  upon  the  same  conditions  as  *is  by  law 
^appointed  for  other  sheriffs.     And  be  it  farther  enact' 
,ed^  That  the  surveyor  pf  the  county  oflkentucky  as'it  smveyoref 
now  stands,  shall,  as  sooYi  as  the  division  shall  take  Keatuckf. 
place,  make  his  choice  of  the  counties  so  divided,  and  ]^^!^^|^ 
shall  make  out  and  deliver  to  each  surveyor  of  the  ^i^ty  ••  to 
other  two  counties,  a  fair  and  correct  copy  of  all  en-  entrieste 
'  tries  for  lands  in  such  other  county  which  have  not  ^^ 
tieen  surveyed,  with  the  warrants  or  rights  upon  which 
'  $iieb  entries  were  founded;  for  each  of  which  entries, 
>e  shall  be  paid  by  the  surveyor  fornished  with  such 
copy,  three  pounds  of  tobacco. 


CHAP.  XXXVIl. 

An  actjbr  locating  the  publick  squares^ 
to  enlarge  the  town  of  Richmond^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  the   ^M^^Jf 
'grottilid  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  building  SJIpJ^ioS!. 
thereon  a  capitol,  halls  of  justice,  slate  house  for  the  ted  on  Sh9^ 
executive  boards,  and  an  house  for  the  governour,  shall  *•  'vjl'J"*'* 
be  located  on  Shockoe  hill;  and  those  to  be  appropri- J^^jJ*^ 
ated  to  the  tise  of  the  pubtick  market,  shall  be  below 
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thv  sM  but.  Oh  the  same  side  of  Shockoe  creek;  i^hicb 
location  shall  be  made  iminedi^tely;  and  where  the  na** 
ture  of  the  grofind  shall  reuder  other  form  more  eligi- 
ble for  the  said  uses  than  a  square,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  his  excellency  Thomas  /Jefferson,  esquire,  Archi- 
bald Cary,  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Adams, 
Edmund  Randolph,  Turner  Southall,  Robert  Goode, 
James  Buchanan,  and  Samuel  Du-Vall,  esquires^  di- 
rectors, or  a  nerajority  of  thenl,  to  lay  off  in  such  form, 
dnd  of  such  dimensions  as  shall  be  convenient  and  re- 
quisite.   The  said  directors  shall  cause  the  several  ten* 
em^nts  of  irregular  shape  and  size  included  within  the 
limiti  of  the  town  of  Richmond,  to  be  laid  off  into  re- 
gular squares  with  intervening  streets  at  such  intervals 
as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  town,  unless  by  varying  the 
said  intervals  more  favourable  ascents  may  be  procu* 
i^d  up  the  hill.      They  shall  cause  all  the  streets  on 
Shockoe  hill  to  be  enlar'gened  to  a  breadth,  not  less 
than  eighty,  or  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet,  of  which- breadth  also  shall  be  such  new  streets  as 
shall  be  laid  off  below  the  hill  as  before  directed;  and 
whercfby  such  enlargement  or  laying  off  new  streets, 
or  from  any  other  circumstances,  any  house  already  ' 
Erected  shall  happen  to  be  in  tk  street,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  house  to  be  continued  twenty  years, 
and  nfO  longer.      They  shall  also  lay  off,  in  the  most 
easy  direction,  whether  straight  or  curved,  so  many 
streets  for  ascending  and  traversing  with  facility,  the 
several  hills  in  the  said  town  as  may  be  thought  neces- 
sary in  any  supposed  stale  of  future  increase  and  po- 
pulation, and  at  such  intervals  as  shall  be  convenient, 
making  them  to  communicate  with  the  streets  above 
the  brow,  and  belo^v  the  foot  of  esich  hill.    The  injury 
which  individuals  shall  sustain  by  opening  new  streets 
through  tlieir  lots,  and  the  expense  of  laying  off  ahd 
marking  the  said  streets,  shall  be  estimated  by  a  jury, 
on  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  In  like  manner  as  di- 
rected by  an  act,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  removal  of 
the  seat  of  government,"  for  estimating  the  ground  to 
be  taken  for  the  publiek  buildings;  and  shall  be  assess- 
ed by  the  dtreclors  on  the  several  luid  holders  within 
the  said  toWn,  in  prnpornon  to  the  value  of  their  rt^ 
specttve  lots,  which  assessments  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  sheriil'of  the  county  of  Henrico,  and  shall  be  by 
him  collected  nnd  paid  to  the  several  claimants  in  like 
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maouer,  under  the  like  penalties,  and  subject  to  the 
tike  remedies  as  are  provided  by  law  for  collecting  and 
paying  the  publick  taxes;  and  where  the  owner  of  any 
Fot  3hall  be  not  known,  or  not  found,  the  sheriff  shall 
levy  the  assessment  on  the  said  lot  by  sale  qf$o  much 
thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  offering  the  same  by  pub« 
lick  vendue,  on  advertising  the  same  three  weeks  in 
the  Virginia  gazette,  to  hirp  who  will  give  the  money 
I      H^quiired  for  the  smallest  proportion  of  the  s^id  lot,  in 
I      such   part  thereof  as  the  said  sheriff  shall  jdesignate^ 
I      and  his  deed  of  conveyance  to  the  purchaser  shall  ope- 
rate as  effectually  in  law  for  conveying  the  fee  simple 
estate,  as  if  the  same  were  executed  by  the  legal  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  expedient  to  enlarge  the  said    .  J^^^^^ 
town  of  Richmond  by  laying  off  a  number  of  lots  to  ^njj^ei 
be  added  thereto;  and  it  may  also  happen  that  some  of 
'       the  lands  adjacent  to  the  said  town  may  be  morie  con- 
venient for  the  publick  uses,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^ 
That  the  said  directors,  if  it  be  found  expedient,  shall 
cause  two  hundred  additional  lots  or  half  acres,  with 
necessary  streets,  properly  arranged,  to  be  laid  off  ad- 
jacent to  such  parts  of  the  town  as  shall  seem  most 
convenient;  and  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  appropriate 
ttie  six  squares  aforesaid,  or  any  part  of  them,  either 
from  among  the  lots  now  in  the  said  town,  or  those  to 
be  laid  off  as  before  directed,  or  of  the  land  adjacent 
to  the  former  or  latter  lots;  and  the  said  six  squares 
and  two  hundred  lots  shall  thenceforth  be  a  part  of  the 
said  town;  the  rights  of  the  several  owners  and  tenants 
of  the  lots  of  land  so  to  be  added  to  the  town,  and  not 
appropriated  to  the  publick  uses,  are  nevertheless  sav- 
ed to  themselves.      And  whereas  the  navigation  lead-  ^^  . .     - 
ing  to  Shockoe  landing  is  much  obstructed  of  late  by  iinprovTnr  ' 
freshes^  and  by  the  natural  course  of  Shockoe  creek  naTigatiooff 
being  altered,  by  which,  large  banks  of  sand  have  been  **»<*• 
thrown  up,  which,  if  not  quickly  removed,  may  render  ^'^*** 
the  navigation  to  the  upper  landing  useless,  to  the  great 
damage  of  the  town  of  Richmond,  as  well  as  to  the 
back  inhabitants.     And  whereas  it  lias  been  represent- 
ed that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  will  be  subscribed  to 
open  the  said  navigation,  either  by  turning  the  water 
of  Shoikoe  creek  into  its  old  channel,   or  by  clearitig 
the  present  channel  to  the  warehouse  landing,  which, 
if  effected,  will  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants 
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of  tlHr  ssud  town,  as  well  a^  to  the  commQnity  at  large; 
Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  directors  aforeiiaid 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  open  subscriptions  for  the  above 
purpose,  and  the  money  so  raised  shall  be  by  them  laid 
out  in  such  manner  as  in  their  judgment  shall  rmprove 
the  said  navigation,  either  by  opening  the  old  chau- 
nel  of  the  creek  by  brhiging  a  greater  quantity  of  wa-* 
ter  into  that,  or  the  present  chsinnel,  or  by  such  other 
ways  as  may  best  answer  the  intention  of  the  stibacri-' 
bers,  and  benefit  the  pablick. 
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Ai  the  PubVic  Bmldings  in  the  TovrnThoMticf. 

"  o?   fiichmond,  on  Monday  the  six-  ^JJaS?' 
teenlXi  da>j  of  October,  in  the  'jear  of 
our  Lord  oae  tViousand  seNen  hundred 
and  eighl-j,  and  in  ttie  MtVi  ^ear  of 
the  commonweaUh. 


CHAP.  I  * 

An  act  to  explain  and  amend  the  act  (Chn. 
far  (xdling  in  and  redeeming  ihe^'^^'^ 
money  now  in  circulation^  and  for 
emitting  and  funding  new  hilU  of 
credit  according  to  the  resolutions 
of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of 
March  last. 

I.   WHEREAS  varioug  constructions  have  been    See  ante  v. 
made,  and  doubts  have  arisen  on  several  parts  of  the  ^^l- 
act  entitled  **  An  act  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  the  ^ 

moaey  now  in  circuiation,  dnd  for  emitting  and  fund- 
ing new  bills  of  credit  according  to  the  resolutions  of  « 
coogr^s  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last;"  and  it  is 
necessary  that  the  same  should  beexplained  and  amend- 
ed, fifi  M  ihertfore  enacied^  That  the  treasurer  of  this      Treaturct 
CMiinpnwealth  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  ^^  exchange 
required  to  give  in  change,  the  money  to  be  emitted  by  5cyf '  ^^ 

•  In  the  origioal  none  of  the  acts  of  this  session  are  number- 
ed by  cki^ert,  nor  are  they  separated  by  eectitms. — Such  only  aa 
#ece  published  in  Uve  Chan,  Rev.  will  be  90  noted  in  this  edi^D. 

Vol.  X.  ^   Q2 
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tirtue  of  the  said  recited  acft  for  the  money  now  cttt^ 
rent,  except  the  money  emitted  by  virtue  of  an  act  of' 
the^last^session  entitaled  <<  An  act  for  emitting  ahd 
fanding  a  sum  of  money  for  supplying  the  present  ui'*' 
gent  necessities  of  this  commonwealth,^^  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  of  the  former  for  forty  of  the  latter,  to  any 
person  willing  to  change  the  same. 
bir*i  ^S'*'     •^**^  ^^  it  farther  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  col- 
tested  pro-  l^cted  paid,  and  distrained  for,^  the  pound  rate  of  nine* 
perty.  ty  pounds  of  the  money  how  in  circulation,  for  ev^y 

hundred  pounds  value  of  property  assessed  by  virtue 
df  tlie  said  act,  to  be  paid  at  three  equal  payments;^ 
that  is  to  ^ay:   The  sum  of  thirty  pounds  on  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  and  the  lik^  sum  ^t  eacK  of  ther 
periods  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  and  the  fifteentb 
day  of  September  then  next  following,  and  no  kn<)re.' 
That  every  gallon  of  brandy  or  other  spiifits  distitl^ 
from  grain,  and  every  marnage  and  ordinary  lieence, 
shall  and  they  aire  hereby  declared  to  be  only  OBce 
subject  to  the  payment  6f  the  tax  imposed  thereon,  in*^ 
stead  of  paying  the  same  at  each  of  the  periods  before 
All  other  mentioned.     And  that  all  taxes  imposed  prior  to  the 
ceaie#^x«    passing  of  the  abov^  recited  act,  except  lire  specificlr 
ccpt  ipeci-  taxes  heretofore  established  shall  cease,  and  bedis^dDn^ 
^^'  tinned  pn  the  last  day  of  December  one  thousand  seve4- 

hundred  and  Eighty. 

lit.  And  whereas  the  money  emitted  by  an  act  of 

the  last  session'  of*  assembly,  agreeable  to  the  recdlo* 

lions  of  eongrefss  6f  the  18th  of  March  last,  hath  net 

been  declared  a  legal  tender,  and  it  is  politic  and  ex*^ 

ThkmoQajr  pedient  that  the  money  so  emitted  should  receive^alli 

?^d!e**t*    due  credit  among  the  good  people  of  this  cornnoa*^ 

oScforforty.  wealth:  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  money  esrit^- 

ted  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  shall  be  received  and 

passed  as  a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debu  and 

contracts  ^vliatseever,  so  long  as  the  same  shaH  ooii«- 

tinue  in  circulation,  except  specifick  contracts  express 

ihg  the  contrary:  Provided  always,  That  the  said'iDO^ 

If        ney  shall  be  passed  and  received  in  all  oases  «t  Clit: 

rate  of  one  dollar  thereof  for  forty  dollars  of  the  m^* 

,.  ney  now  in  circulation,  agreeable  to  the  said  reaoh^ 

Alio  the  mo-  lions  ofcongress  of  the  ICth  of  March  last.  .^-:m' 

neyUsued         JV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That^the  moneyani;!^ 

act  of  ^^May    ^^^  ^y  ^^^*"*^  ^*  another  act  of  the  same  ses8ioii^«Bti^ 

1.^80.  '        tied  *'  An  act  for  emitting  and  funding  a  «tim  ^£t 
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oey  fcur  «upp)yi|igljie,  present  urgent  necessities  of  this 
CQplraoaweahh/^  shall  be  receivable  in  discharge  of 
Wkiy  tax  or  duty  whatsoever,  and  shall  in  like  manner 
ii^  received  and  passed  as  a  legal  tender  in  discharge 
of  ajl  debts  and  contracts,  so  long  as  it  shall  continue 
in^eirculation  (except  as  before  excepted)  and  the  trea- 
surer  is  hereby  empowered  to  exchange  the  money 
emitted  by  the  said  act|  and  so  received  in  taxes  for 
the  continental  money  nW  in  circulation  emitted  pri- 
or to  the  passing  of  the  said  act. 

V.  And  be  it  farther  enaeiedy  That  four  tenths  of    Appropna- 
che  money  emitted,  agreeable  to  the  said  resolutions  tion  of  this 
of  congress  of  the  18tli  of  March  last,  be  retaitied  in  "^^f^n* 
tbeoffice  of  the  commissioner  of  continental  loans  with- 
m  thi&  state,  to  be  by  him  applied  agreeable  to  the  di- 
rectioins  of  the  act  adopting  the  said  resolutions;  apd 
tlie  said  comodssioner  is  directed  to  certify  to  the  aa- 
4itors>of  publick  apcounts,  all  drafts  or  requisitions 
whk^h  may  be  made  upon  him  by  any  order  or  reso- 
liftipi^  ctf  congress,  tp  be  by  them  st^t^d  in  acpount  with      ^ 
tiMr  l;i;iiifed  Statei?.  ^ 

.:  VI.  A»d  be  it  farther  enncted.  That  the  proprietors  .^^J^?^ 
of  the  Ms  in  tbe  towns  of  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  .and  portm^, 
Suffftlb,  the  bouses  and  improvenients  thereon,  being  aad  Suflblk) 
di^poyed. either  by  the  act  of  convention  in  1776,  or  exempted 
by  the  British  ariHy  since  that  time,  shall,  and  are^""**^""' 
hereby  declared  to  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of 
the  taxes  imposed  by  the  said  first  recited  act,      Pror 
widtdf'Tb^i  the  lots  in  the  said  towns,  the  property 
whereof  hath  been  since  transferred  or  new  improve- 
ments made  thereon,  shall,  notwithstanding  the  above 
esempCtOD,  be  still  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  said 


!  VIIv  And.  whereas,  since  the  assessment  directed  to  Also  ccrtAln 
ktimade  by  the  said  first  recited  act  hatli  been  com-  }|fg"°"*®" 
plested^  tome  of  the  good  people  inhabiting  the  coun-  frml^v^^^ 
ties,  on-  the  eastern  firontier  of  this  commonvvealtii,  have  -    -<, ' 
hoendeprived  by  the  British  army  of  many  assessed 
sirticles  of  their  property;  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That 
^he*t:ommissioners  of  the  tax  in  each  of  tlie  counties, 
^icb  have  been  thus  distressed,  may,  and  they  are  -  : 

hereby  empoweved,  uponj^atisfactory  testimony  being 
PJ'odHced  to  them,  that  any  person  witliin  their  respec- 
tivecoaatitt  bcKh  been  deprived  as  aforesaid,  of  any 
mnicle  oC  his  property,  grant  a  qertifiqgif 
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AetM  to  soeh  person,  directed  to  the  eoUMtor  of 4iieir 
county,  who  upon  receipt  of  such  certificate  $baU  re^ 
fund  the  amount  of  such  persons  tax  upon  such  artioll^ 
or  articles  of  property  as  shall  be  contained  in  the  coon- 
missioners  certificate,  if  such  tax  hath  been  collectedr 
or  if  it  hath  not  been  collected,  then  the  said  collector 
shall  cease  to  make  any  collection  for  such  asse^ed 
articles  of  property. 


CHAP.  II. 

An  act  Jar  granting  pardon  to  cerz 
tain  offenders*  ^ 

WEUSREAS  a  number  of  ignorant  peopW  in  tti^ 

sputh  western  parts  of  this  state  have  been  decoded  and 

misled  by  the  emissaries  of  the  common  enemy^  wImie 

have  given  a  fresh  proof  that  they  spate  no  expense 

and  employ  means  the  most  dishonourable  (br  accom^ 

plisbing  their  purposes,  bribing  and  seducing  M4iei<a 

tbeir  valour  cannot  subdue,  and  imposing  bydireel' 

falsehoods  upon  the  credulous,  ignorant,  andonwaiy^ 

whereby  some  of  the  citizens  of  this  coiHaiomreaMl 

have  been  induced  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance <n>  tilt 

^^^         king  of  Great  Britain,  and  engaged  to  enlist  for  or  ina' 

2dto*^Se^  to  his  service:    And  whereas  it  is  represented  to  tbM 

persons  in     general  assembly,  that  the  said  offending  citftetis  bmve 

the  counties  repented  of  their  crimes  and  are  humbly  and  sineerd^ 

Bed^OTd^'     soHcitous  to  obtain  pardon  from  their  injured  ando^^ 

Wttsyivania,  fended  country,  aiul  it  is  expedient  to  exte^nd  vMrty 

Botetourt,     and  clemenry  to  them;  Be  it  enaipted  by  tke  GHm^' 

STw^h    •^^^^"^^^y.  That  all  and  every  person  and  persoiw  what*- 

ington,  who   soever  in  the  counties  of  Henry,  Bfdfdrd,  Pittsylvania^  - 

have  taken    Botetourt,  Montgomery,  and  Washington^  vrho  sMt 

lueTancfto  P''^^*^"^  *^  ^*'^  ^^^^  ^^V  ^^  November  in  the  {nreseiie 

the  British  "^  J^^***  *^ave  been  guilty  of  taking  an  oath  cf  fidelity  40 

king:,  since    the  king  of  Great  Britain,  since  the  expiration*  of  the 

l^^*  ^  '"■  yeai*  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  siXj'  or 

lelvcs  orT"  enlisting  others,  or  engaging  to  enlist  themsetvet^or 

thers  m  his    Others  into  the  service  of  the  said'  king;  and  tvho  baM 
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AM  Ml^^dded  to*  tfiellikitig  $dcb  Mfh  i^nd  enltstiUMf/ 
My  o^ffacf  eirrfiiinal  by  law,  shaU  ^M  ittftV  go  be-  ^^JJ^ 
ftM  iwhe  jtjiAoe  of  the  peac^  in  any  onfe  dflhe  ictid' the  o«^<Sr 
edmnti^  on  ot  before  the  la^t  day  of  Pebhiary  iieit  tUcgianccto 
eilMfng,  And  fake  the  oath  of  fiddify  to  this  tdlktlfiott-  ^*  ®^^ 
YTeakfi,  arid  sutfScribe  the  dfttne  lA  (be  presefice  of  th«    ^^ 
jdstit^^mffiistering  it.      And  Whereas  Joseph  Gtett^ 
Wayman  Sinclair,  John  Wilks,  Wnilam  Chiike,  Ja^      Beaefit  of 
cob  Feazte,  Anthony  Epperson,  John  Ayres,  Th6Mal  thk  act  ex- 
Hunt,  Richard  Bandy,    Rowland  Wheeler,  Joftitiih  ^^^ 
Meadows,    Randolph    Ri^hatdson,    Joseph   Wilsofl,  md^'owIa 
Daniel  Huddleston,  Thomas  Watts,  and  Edward  Hor^i  the  public 
^ere  lately  committed  in  order  to  their  trial  fofr  th*  jfil- 
offences  before  recited,  several  of  whom  now  remain 
in  close  confinement,  and  otiters  of  them  were  lately 
enlarged,  npon  bail,  and  it  is  just  that  the  behefit  of 
this  act  should  be  also  coaipletely  extended  to  them; 
Be  itfaHher  enacted^  That  all  and  every  of  the  person^ 
before  natned  knd  now  in  the  publick  jail,  may  take 
ittd  aabMfrbe  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  the  pfe^nce  of 
s0Rie  jgctice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Henric6; 
and.  upcHi  certificate  to  the  governour  from  the  jusdce 
adminiscariog  the  same,  and  notification  thereof  from 
the  ^veraour  to  the  keeper  of  the  publick  jail,  shall 
be  by  htm  discharged;  and  that  every  of  the  persons 
before  named  who  were  lately  enlarged  by  the  judges 
of  the  general  court  upon  bail^  may  take  and  subscribe 
the  some  oath  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
said  conoty  of  Henrico,  or  of  the  county  in  which  he 
Iwles,^ltnd  upon  certificate  thereof  from  the  justice  to 
tlift^iidkges  of  the  general  courts  produced  at  any  day 
of  iheir  session  in  the  month  of  December  in  the  pre* 
scQlye^r,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  or 
on  the  first  day  of  their  session  in  March  next,  shall 
brMI^  abscbarged  from  his  recognizance.    And  eve- 
rysticb  pensen  herein  before  named  or  described,  and 
s«  ^kiog'  and  subscribing  the  said  oath,  shall  from 
thefkceibrth  be  beld^  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  fully  and 
absoiately  pardoned,  exempted,  cleared,  and  exonera- 
ted firom  all  and  every  punishment,  pains,  and  penal- 
ties  whatsoever  fi>r  the  said  oflences.  • 

Jndbe  it  farther  enaeted.  That  every  justiee  admin- 
iflleriog  tbe  said  oath  to  such  persons  shall,  within  one 
aientk-thereafteri  return  to  the  clerk  of  hii  county,  ft 
Kat  ^  tbe  pertoos  who  shall  take  the  same,  and  m^ 
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the$iud.sabfcrifniqti;  to  be  by  the  said  clerk  fMrty 
transcribed,  and  safely  kept  in  bis  office*  Prpvi^, 
(dwa^i^  That  ttiis  act  shall  not  extend  to  pardo^,  .<^ 
onerate,  or  exempt  .from  puQishment,  any  person  Of 
persons  gnilty  of  other  crimes  than  taking  an  oatb^ 
fidelity  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  enlisting  foe 
or  into  his  service.  But  that  every  person  guilty  of 
any  other  orime  whaUoever;  and  every  person  so  as^ 
aforesaid,  guilty  of  taking  such  oath  of  fidelity  to  thfi 
said  king,  or  enlisting  for  or  into  his  service,  wbpchaU. 
fail  or  refuse  to  testify  bis  repentance  for  so  doing,  .b^ 
taking  and  subscribing  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  tbisconir 
monwealth,  on  or  before  the  said  last  day  oJ  Febr^Myr 
ry.as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held,  deemed,  and  takes. M^ 
be  punishable  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  nevar 
been  made. 

This  act  shall  be  published  by  the  sherifi*^  of  eacl| 
of  the  counties  of  Henry,  Bedford,  Pittsylvania^  Boler 
tourt,  Montgomery,  and  Washington,  within  their,  r^-i 
spective  counties,  at  the  courthouse  of  the  county^  oa- 
gom?  court  day  before  the  last  day  of  January  nex^,, 


CHAP.  111. 


A^  act  for  recruiting  this  state's ^uos 
ta  of  troops  to  serve  in  the  conti^ 
nental  arn^y,  .  ,  -  V 


the  war 
be  raised. 


PreamMc*        WHRRE\S  the  continuation  of  the  preeeM 

arises  in  great  measure  from  deficiencies  in  snpplyhig? 
the  necessary  quotas  of  troops  and  from  their  temfiD* 
rary  enlistments  when  famished,  which  hatfi 'induced' 
^^^^'^^*^  congress  and  tlie  commander  in  chief  strongly  4o-retf 
-  raf,^o  commend  the  c6mpletii>n  of  this  state's  quota  of  ifli*i,l[ 
lised.  by  soldiers  engaj^ed  for  the  war;  BeU  ena^sd  ^  4kr 
Oenerd  Jlssembltf,  That  three  thousand  aUe  bodM 
men  shall  be  forthwith  raised  for  the' said  purpost^adr 
be  arranged  in  such  corps  or  battalions  ibelongmg-iss' 
this  commonwealth  as  the  commander  in  cWeiP  of  ih^' 
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cjbtttinental  army  shMI  direct.  The  several  cotiniies 
aihd  eorpbrktions  of  this  coninionwcalth  (except  the  *?f*^*5 
cotrtity'of  HliDois  and  the  cotinties  within  the  territory  \^  ^JJjJ^* 
Mfe?^''tfi  dispute,  betweed  this  comtiionw^alth  and  the  count)*, 
shite  of  PctinsylvaniaJ  iexcept  the  county  of  Mononga* 
IJ/ii  shall  furnish  withiii  fifty  days  after  their  militia 
sbaH  have  been^Iaid  off  into  divisions  (including  such 
oF  thfe  militia  as  have  been  consigned  over  to  the  re- 
gWIar  service  for  any  term  not  exceeding  eight  months) 
a^tierein  after  directed,  the  following  numbers  of  men 
res^)ee4ive]y,  to  ^it.  The  county  of  Accomack  seventy 
ibtir  rti^n,  the  eoi^inty  of  Albemarle  fifty  six '  men,  the 
cdfint^-of  Amefia  sixty  nine  men,  the  county  of  Am- 
herst fifty  five  men,  the  county  of  Augusta  eighty  men, 
tS^eounty*  of  Bedford  ninety  four  men,  the  county  of 
Berkely  sixty  eight  men,  the  county  of  Botetourt  for- 
ty* e^ht  men,*  the  county  of  Brunswick  including  the 
county  af  Greensville  seventy  four  men,  the  county  of 
Bucliinghanr  thirty  eight  men,  the  counh[  of  Caroline 
fiff^  nine  men,  the  county  of  Charles  City  nineteen 
meir,'tlje  i^oimty  of  Charlotte  forty  men,  the  county  of 
Chesterfield  fifty  two  men,  the  county  of  Cumberland 
thirty  men,  the  county  of  Culpeper  one  hundred  and 
six  m^d,  the  county  of  Dttiwiddie  forty  six  men,  the 
coanty  of  Elizabeth  City  ten  men,  the  county  of  Essex 
thirty  nine  men,  the  county  of  Fairfax  forty  nine  men, 
the  county  of  Fauquier  sixty  nine  men,  the  county  of 
Flavannah  eighteen  men,  the  county  of  Frederick  se- 
venty three  men,  the  county  of  Gloucester  fifty  two 
ntu,  the  county  of  Goochland  thirty  four  men,  the 
cpumy  of  Green  Brier  thirty  four  men,  the  county  of 
Halifax  seventy  men,  the  county  of  Hampshire  sixty 
three  men,  the'county  of  Hanover  sixty  oiie  liicu,  the 
county  of  Henrico  thirty  eight  men,  the  county  of  Hen- 
ry£irtv^  nine  men,  the  county  of  James  City  twelve 
tneo,  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight  forty  men,  the  coun- 
ty of  Jefferson  twenty  four  men,  the  county  of  Fayette  ^ 
eighteen  men,  the  county  of  Lincoln  forty  nine  men, 
di»:cottniy  of  King  ta  Queen  thirty  five  men,  the  coun- 
ty of  King  George  twenty  six  men,  the  couniy  of  Kir>rj 
Waiia^  tsrenly  nine  men,  the  county  of  Lancaster 
fduosen  men,  the  county  of  Loudoun  one  hundred  and 
sesenieen  men,  the  county  of  Louisa  forty  three  men, 
thfreottAty.of'LuneBbarg  thirty  eight  men,  the  county 
e(;MatklniiMirg  sixty  men,  the  county  of  Middlesest 
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foajrieeH  fQen,  die  county  ofMooongalia  soptb  of  JU* 
'  son's  and  Dixon's  line  being  extended  to  llie  Pbio 
tjknriy  men,  the  county  of  Montgomery  thirty  eight 
m^t  tli^  cQunty  of  Nans^mond  forty  fix  men,  the 
county  of  New  Kent  twenty  five  meoj  th^  county  of 
Pif  orfQik  fifty  six  m^n,  the  county  of  Northampton  thir^ 
fy  one  men,  the  county  pf  Northumberland  forty  three 
iqen»  the/H)unty  of  Orange  thirty  yeven  men»  the  coun* 
ty  of  Pittsylvania  forty  five  n|^n«  the  county  of  Ppw^ 
batai)  twenty  t^o  mep,  the  county  of  l^rince  Edward 
thirty  ibiir  men,  the  cpMPty.of  Prince  George  twcot|f 
six  mept  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  thirty  seven  meoi 
the  county  of  Prince  William  forty  eight  men,  the 
county  of  ]^ichmond  thirty  two  men,  the  couot;^  of 
llockbridge  thirty  eight  men,  the  county  of  UoclMqg- 
bam  forty  nine  men,  the  county  of  Shenandoah  fif^ 
seven  men,  the  county  of  Southampton  fifty  two  men, 
|he  county  of  Spotsylvania  forty  two  mei|>  the  coup^ 
of  StafibHi  forty  five  men,  the  county  of  gfurry  twenQf 
four  men,  the  county  of  Sussex  forty  two  men,  l))^  cow- 
tv  of  Warwick  seven  men,  the  county  of  Westmoreland 
thirty  men,  the  county  of  Washington  for|y  three  m^o, 
the  county  of  Tork  fourteen  men,  an<|  the  city  of  Wil- 
liamsburg nin^  men.  And  in  order  to  raise  an  ade« 
quate  bounty  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  the  said  men 
upon  the  most  just  and  equal  terms;  Be  iifmiher  enad' 
etf.  That  all  persons  within  this  commonwealth,  shaH 
bf  compelled  and  are  l^reby  required  to  pay  two  per 
Qentum  on  all  property  taxed  in  specie,  under  the  act 
intituled  ^*  An  act  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  the  mo- 
ney now  in  circulation  and  for  emitting  apd  funding 
new  bills  of  credit  according  to  the  resolutions  of  con- 
gress of  the  eighteenth  of  March  last/'  which  said  two 
per  qemum  shall  be  paid  either  in  specie^  in  the  new 
bills  of  credit  emitted  under  th^  resolutions  of  congress 
of  the  eighteenth  of  Marcb  last,  in  any  ofber  paper 
money  purrent  in  this  state  at  the  rate  of  forty  for  one, 
in  crop  tobacco  inspe<^ted  since  the  first  day.  of  April 
last  at  the  rate  of  seventy  pounds  of  the  last  mentioned 
currency  per  hundred,  or  in  good  merchantable  hemp 
at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  the  like  curren- 
cy per  hundred;  provided  tJiat  shch  hemp  be  previous- 
ly delivered  to  a  commissary  appointed  by  virtue  of 
an  act  intituled  y  An  act  for  laying  a  t^x  payabie  ia 
certain  enumerated  commoditiesi"  who  sh^  .gi<^  ft 
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"certificate  foir  the  same,  expressing  the  weight  thereof 
and  the  name  of  the  proprietor;  and  the  commissioners 

'of  the  tax  aire  hereby  empowered  to  dispose  of  such 
hemp  for  the  best  price  that  can  be  obtained,  so  that  it 

*  be  n6t  less  than  the  rate  aforesaid;  and  they  shall  traas^ 
loit  to  the  governour  within  twenty  days  aAer  the  day 
of  dratt,  all  such  certificates  and  tobacco  notes  which 
remain  undisposed  of,  and  in  no  other  alternative  of 
certificates  whatsoever. 

.   And  that  the  said  tax  or  bounty  may  be  collected  in  Taasf^wlM 
'  the  roost  expeditious  manner,    It  is  farther  enarfetf,  ^^"^ 
*  That  the  commissioners  of  the  tax  in  each  county  shall 
.  be/urnished  by  the  executive  with  a  copy  of  tnis  act 
/as  Boon  as  may  be,  and  shall  immediately  upon  the  re- 
ceipt thereof,  give  directions  either  to  an  assessor  or  to 
^  some  other  person  within  each  hundred  to  collect  tha 
^lame,  which  collector  shall  proceed  immediately  so  t# 
"do,  and  if  any  person  liable  to  the  said  tax  shall  not 
-  within  fifteen  days  aAer  having  received  notice  of  the 
antoiintof  his  tax  discharge  the  same,  the  said  Collee« 
tor  shad  have  power  to  distrain  for  it  in  the  like  man« 
ner  as  b  done  for  the  other  taxes;  the  said  collectoi^ 
shall  within  forty  days  after  his  appointment,  account 
for  and  pay  to  the  said  commissioners,  or  such  of  them 
;  as  are  fkot  county  lieutenants  or  commanding  officers 
;  of  the  militia,  all  monies,  tobacco  notes,  and  certificates 
for  hemp,  to  be  by  him  received  under  this  act,  de« 
ducting  thereout  three  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  Jtis 
collection,  which  shall  be  allowed  him  for  his  trouble* 
,' l3o  much  of  the  money  thus  received  by  the  said  coiRf 
^  miskioners  as  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  in  their 
.  county  the  bounties  hereafter  expressed,  shall  be  by 
^  them  paid  to  the  several  recruits  on  the  day  of  drafl^ 

*  jvad  the  balance  transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of  this 
V  commonwealth  within  twenty  days  after  such  draA; 

aind  if  tlie  tax  to  be  raised  in  any  county  shall  be  in* 

.safficient  lo  discharge  the  bounties  due  to  the  recruits 

.  raised  in  the  county^  the  commissioners  shall  on  the 

^id  day  of  draft,  distribute  the  moAey  ad  far  as  it  will 

.  go  aboiig  the  ;several  recruits  and  drafts,  in  propofw 

\\m  to  die  bounties  hereby  allowed  to  each,  and  tfaey 

t^iall  moreover  staite  to  the  treasurer  an  account  of  the 

men  raised  in  tliefir  couuty,  distinguishing  between 

^  those  who  enlist  votentarjiy  for  the  war  or  for  threk 

vears^  ind  tlose  who  are  drafted,  audi  draw  on  himiov 
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the  balance  dae  to  the  several  divisions,  which  monej^* 
shall  be  paid  to  the  first  nmn  named  on  each.divlsipiy' 
so  as  to  make  up  the  full  boan^  hereafter  ailowedVI 
The  said  commissioners  shall  take  bond  of  each  coK 
lector  in  double  the  amount  of  the  money  to  be  by  him 
collected,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  if 
he  should  fail  to  account  for  and  pay  the  money  at  the" 
day  appointed,  the  commissioners  are  hereby  "empow* 
ered  and  required  to  distrain  on  him  for  the  amount  of 
the  same,  in  like  manner  as  he  may  distrain  on  olher^.^' 
If  the  commissioners  should  fail  to  pay  the  money  af- 
cer  they  have  received  it,  the. commanding  officer  of 
the  militia  shall,  on  previous  notice  being  given,  obt^tf^ 
a  judgment  against  them  on  miction  for  the  amonfit  qX 
the  said  tax,  either  in  the  court  of  their  county  or.  irt* 
the  general  court,  and  they  shall  moreover  for  thi^s  of 
any  other  neglect  of  duty,  be  subject  to  the  penalty  oC 
fifty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  eacli.      If  any  cpl-* 
lector  shall  refuse  to  act  when  appointed,  or  shall  ip; 
aoy  other  AQanner  neglect  his  duty  as  herein  defined^' 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifteen  thousand  pounds  of  tOr. 
bacco*  ^  , 

Mode  of  re-  •^nd  be  it  farther  enaciedy  That  the  county  lieuten^^ 
cruitinc^raen  ant  or  commanding  officer  of  each  county  or  corpora^' 
far  ^l*'**  tion  within  this  commonwealth,  except  as  is  before  ^x-" 
^^  *'  *  cepted,  shall  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  act,^ 
summon  the  field  officers  of  his  county  or  corporation,. 
the  four  senior  magistrates,  not  being  field  officers,  and 
the  commissioners  of  the  tax,  to  meet  at  such  place  as 
he  shall  appoint,  within  ten  days  after  due  notice  to. 
them  given;  which  said  field  officers,  magistrates,  or  ^[ 
majority  of  those  attending,  having  first  taken  an  oatfa,, 
10  be  administered  by  the  senior  magistrate  then,  pre-' 
sent  to  the  other  members,  and  by  some  one  if  the 
others  to  him,  to  do  equal  and  impartial  juatioe  to  thc^ 
best  of  their  judgment  therein,  shall,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  the  several 
militia  companies,  who  shall  also  be  summoned  to  atr 
tend  with' their  rolls,  distinguishing  carefully  theireiOtn, 
Invalids,  those  persons  who  may  be  under  eighteen 
years  of  age,  those  who  may  have  comewithhi  th^ijli^ 
trict  of  his  company  to  reside,  and  also  those  wlio  miiji; 
have  removed  or  died  since  the  delivery  of  his  last.w 
to  the  lieutenanrof  the  county^  all  which  itifbfntatiom 
^11  be  given  on  oath,  proceed  to  lay  off^iA  cHMite 
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Ac  mttitiji,  ineludiog  all  the  commissioned  ^nd  nia^, 
cbiomissioned  officers  under  the  age  of  fifty  years,  intq 
a^  many  divisions  as  the  number  of  men  required  by 
diis  act  shall  make  necessary,  taking  care*  to  number 
e^ch  division,  which  the  commissioners  shall  keep  a 
cppy  of;  and  that  each  division  shall,  taken  coUecnve- 
ly,  possess  as  nearly  as  may  be  an  equal  sliare  of  pro- 
perty, to  be  averaged  according  to  the  said  assessment 
ip  specie,  all  men  who  have  been  adjudged  to  serve 
six.  months  in  the  army,  in  consequence  of  delinquen- 
cies on  the  late  invasion,  and  those  who  may  have  ta^' 
l^en  paroles  of  the  enemy  on  the  late  invasion,  noi  he* 
ing  taken  in  arms,  shall  be  included  in  the  said  divi- 
sJor)s,  and  drafted  with  the  rest;  and  any  division  may 
get  a  recruit  out  of  such  six  months  men,  or  any  eight 
idbnths  men  then  in  service;  the  divisions  thus  consti- 
tuted  may  appoint  some  one  of  their  body  to  recruit  a 
man  Xo  serve  in  the  continental  army  during  the  war, 
or  for  the  term  of  three  years.      And  in  order  to  en-     Additional 
courage  enlistments,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dolr  bouotirs. 
)ars  shall  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  of  the  count}* 
to  each  recruit  for  the  war,  and  the*  sum  of  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  to  each  recruit  for  three  years,  provided 
the  above  tax  shall  produce  so  much  in  their  county, 
and  if  it  shall  prove  deficient,  the  said  division  may 
compound  therefor  with  their  recruit,  and  the  balance 
shall  be  repaid  them  as  soon  as  the  commissioners  shall 
ijraw  it  from  the  treasury  as  before  directed.      And  boun^- 300* 
each  recruit,  and  also  all  our  soldiers  now  in  service  acres  to  toU 
that  have  already  enlisted,  or  who  may  hereafter  en-  diert  who 
fist  by  the  said  first  day  of  April  next  to  serve  during  ^^^  ^^m 
the  war,  and  who  shall  continue  to  serve  faithfully  to  enlist  wl 
the  end  thereof,  shall  then  receive  a  healthy  sound  ne-  senre  to  xkm 
grp,  i)etween  the  ages  often  and  thirty  years,  or  sixty  *■"*  of  the 
pounds  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the  option  of  the  soldier  ^'^^' 
in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  paid  for,  or  procured  by  equal 
assessment  on  property;  and  moreover  be  entitled  to 
three  hundred  acres  pf  land,  in  lieu  of  all  such  boun* 
ties  given  by  any  former  laws.*     Provided,  that  no 

'  *  On  the  subject  of  land-bounties,  see  the  note  to  page  161  of 
thisr  volnme,  i|i  which  a  reference  to  this  act  was  omitted. 

The  provisions  of  this  act,  which  grants  300  acres  of  land  to 
soldiers  who  AaJ  enlisted  or  should  enlist  for  the  war,  and  who 
s'hou^  serre  to  the  end  thereof,  instead  of  200,  as  by  the  former 
act  uf  Qctobet  1779,  (ante  p.  160)  have  been. entirely  overloo^- 
•4)  '^  practice.    The  reason  is  very  obvious.-  those  who  wero 
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lefaliei* shall  afietuite  or  assigt)  brs  title  tolhesaid^JWlA 
4ft  slave,  until  his  time  of  service  shall  expire,  u  ^h^ 

oaUed  upon  to  execute  the  various  lawf^  uppn  this  subjeoft^  Bf^ 
turslty  looked  to  the  Chancellor^  JReviuU,  as  containing  a^.  the 
laws,  in  relation  to  land-bounties.  But  unfortunate!/,  in  that  C^ 
lection,  which  was  a  mere  cdsipiiltift'oif,  (Seenote  tovol.  9,  p*  IT*^^ 
a  rreat  number  of  acts  were  omitted^  the  titln  only  heii^  ppl^ 
KjShed.  Such  was  the  case  with  the  act  before  us.  It  is  remarfe^ 
sble  that,  at  this  same  session,  the  proportion  of  land  bounty  tor 
officers  was  encreased  one  thirds  in  addition  to  any  former  boiitfl 
tv,  (see  post  chap.  S7,  sec  4;)  and  it  is  but  reasonable  to  s\£pppst 
ikui  the  legislature  intended  the  same  liberality  to  the  sol^ei:s; 
But  the  title  of  this  act,  only,  having  been  printed  in  the  ChaiC 
eeUof^  Betdtali  and  the  act  at  large,  granting  an  encrease  M  bb^^ 
t^  to  the  officers,  being  publbhed  in  that  collection^  thcjoffip^t 
Deceived  their  full  quiaitity,^9rhile  the  soldiers  have  iteTcr  ng 
Ceived  any  land  under  this  law. 

•  Upon  the  whole,  nothing  seems  clearer  than  that,  nil  our'$^ 
diers  tifho.  were  in  service  at  the  poMuge  of  thU  act,  iv/i6  fiad  ^mttif 
enlisted,  or  vho  might  thereafter  euliot  by  the  first  doy  jofjSpril  ,17^% 
fo  aerve  during  the  war,  and  who  continued  to  serve  faithfully  to  thfi 
€nd  of  the  war,  are  entitled  to  300  acres  of  land,  in  Ueu  of  aU  9uat 
^uatiea  given  by  any  former  lawt.  liie  fbrmer  bounty,  w^6  Tkiv^ 
already  seen  was  200  acres.  •       '         ;  »* 

,  It  may  be  asked,  why  was  not  this  law  practis^  upqi)  a^t 
ike  revolution?  And  why  has  it  been  permitted  to  remain  So  ibn|^ 
t  deadletter  upon  our  statute  book?  If  the  want  €»f  itM  puiuci^ 
tion  in  the  ChanceUorti'  Mevisal  already  noticed  ^hofih^  net  'be 
deen^ed  sufficient,  other  reasons  may  be  offered.  The  actit^eK 
is  a  very  long  one,  occupying  nearly  five  quarto  pages,  in  the  oiv 
^ina!,  not  separated  by  sectionsi  and  wanting  marginal  nbttt* 
Aor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  title  which  would  lead  to  fhe  eofJ& 
elusion  tliat  it  contained  any  such  provisions,  as  those  found  ii^ 
csist  in  it.  The  Chancellors,  in  their  compilation,  no  flouliL 
glancing  at  the  title,  and  perceiving  it  to  be  •*  ^n  acifor  reh'wB 
kig  thi$  state's  quota  of  troops  to  aerve  in  the  contineraal  otnyi'^  IkCd 
no  difficulty  in  writing  in  the  margin  "  Bad  its  ^ect**  and  dirc^ 
ihg  the  title  only  to  be  ))uhlished.  The  editor  of  this  wor^ca;p^ 
cHdIy  acknowledges  tliat,  although  for  upwards  of  tliiriy  y'eari 
he  has  made  the  laws  of  Virginia  an  object  of  bis  pecaKiir  f^ 
search;  although  f«>r  several  years  of  that  period  he  Was  Ailiesi- 
ber  of  the  ipxecutive  cpuncil,  and  often  cslled  on,^  in  his^o^cial^ 
capacity^  topass  ort  claims  for  land  bounty,  a»id  sincerely  Iho^S 
he  had  examined  and  noted  evenf  law  in  relation  to  ihtti  ^t^fe^ 
yet  that  he  never  did  read  more  than  the  title  of  thh  aet^-ttfitil 
the  present  day  (August  18*22)  when  he  was  compelled  to  nead 
the  whole  act,  in  order  to  annotate  it  for  the  press,  flut  isTu 
more  extraordinary  that  this  set  should  pass  unnoticed,  #|diS 
was  never  published  in  the  Chancellors*  Kevisal,  than  thaltMr 
act  of  >fay  1782^  chap.  47,  sec  9,  whicli  ga,ve  an  additional  j)oi^ 
tv  for  every  year's  service  over'  six,  and  which  found  a  plape  ig 
that  collectiort,  shouM  not  have  been  icted  upon  Unth  itiiiSr 
years  liad  elap^d,  and  many  htmdreds  of  warrants  bad  be^i& 
sued,  without  that  addition  to  officers  and  soldiera,  who,  afler  tikl» 
discovery  of  the  law,  received  their  additional  allowance*  Yet 
such  was  the  fact.  .  • 
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*jW^6«sniitl»g  ofic«r  ^all  irot  etili^a  man  but  of  any 

oiMr  dividioii,  until'  such  division  shall  have  procured^ 

^  Hian  for  itself.     The  county  lieutenant  or  other  com-  Ilqaota  not 

fli^iidlng  officer  of  the  county  or  corporation  shall  2iKfc^**iJS|!lJ? 

^CQJ^lf^i  before  tlie  said  fiftieth  day  after  the  receipt  of  f^  eiglitaen 

liris  act^as  aforesaid,   bis  militia^  at  such  place  as  he  nMtai. 

shaU  appoint;  and  if  any  division  shall  then  fail  to  de^ 

$rer  4  reqrait  as  aforesaid,  fit  for  present  duty,  betweea 

ti^e  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years,  of  able  body  aod^ 

90ttiid  mind,  who  is  neither  a  prisoner  of  war,  a  deser* 

tfer  fronci'the  enemy,  nor  engaged  to  serve  for  a  longer 

Vsrm  than  eight  months.    The  said  conmanding  offi«^ 

oer,  together  with  the  field  oflkers  and  captains,  or  a 

laajority  of  those  present,  shall  immediately  proceed 

t9^draft  j|n  able  bodied  man,  by  fair  and  impartial  lot^ 

oui  of  such  division,  lo  jserve  in  the  continental'  army 

dto'ing  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  to  be  computed 

from  the  time  of  such  draft,  who  may  nevertheless  he 

permiUed  to  procure  a  sabsUiute  to  serve  for  the  said 

term  of  eighteen  months,  at  any  time  within  ten  daya 

^fler  suc^h  draft.      No  man  shaJl  be  drafts,  unless  it 

sbait  appear  to  the  «aid  commanding  officer  thathe 

odnaes  within  the  above  discription  of  a  rccroit;  neithcfr 

shall  ally  recruit  or  substitute  be  accepted  of  by  him, 

uo]ess  he  comes  up  to  such  discription.      The  said 

draft  shall  also  be  allowed  the  sum  of  four  thousand 

dollars,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  said  commissioners,  out 

(if  the  iiipds  hereby  provided.    The  said  commanding 

oficer  ofthe  militia-shall,  within  thirty  days  after  such 

itnfki  make  ^  return  to  the  governour  of  the  number 

ormen  r^sad  within  his  county;  and  also  the  particu* 

lar  mimber  of  each  division. 

Jbid  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  commanding  Tfoop«,h<ur 
(idkef  of  each  county  may,  after  the  said  day  of  draft,  fiiA>u|Je4 
fttc)Qugh  the  soldiers  obtained  under  this  ^^^  for  the  ^^^^^^ 
space  of  ten  days,  after  which  they  shaH  be  marched  ed. 
to  such  places,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  go- 
yerivpa^  .and  (poimcil  shall  direct,  at  which  place  the 
saidrnecraits  shall  be  received  by  aa  officer  to  be  ap« 
|0int^by  the  governour,  vt^ith  the  advice  of  council, 
prihat  puirpose^  who  shall  give  to  the  officer  deliver- 
ibg  thesaid  recruits,  a  r(M:eipt  in  the  name  of  the  com^ 
nianding  officer  of  the  county  or  corporation  furnish: 
mg  the  men,  specifying  their  number,  and  the  time  for 
^^ich  th^  are  onlisted^  an^  ^haH  also  transmit  to  ihe 
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Soveraonr,  ^  duplicate  of  such  receipt.  Tbe  ofiicen 
elivering  the  said  recruits  shall,  at  the  same  time ^ive 
to  the  officer  receiving  them,  a  return  to  be  madis  bvi| 
for  him  by  the  respective  commanding  officers  of  milir. 
tia,  specifying  in  distinct  columns,  the  names,  age^ 
size,  trade,  county  from  whence  sent,  place  of  residenc:^ 
time  enlisted  for,  date  of  enlistment,  and  whether  drafl*^ 
ed  or  enlisted,  of  each  man.  Every  person  failing  lo! 
do  his  duty  as  herein  directed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  tb^ 
following  sums  of  tobacco,  to  wiu  A  county  UeuteiiaiU 
or  commanding  officer  of  militia,  shall  forfeit  fifty  tbo^ 
sand  pounds;  a  field  officer,  magistrate,  or  commissiop* 
er,  forty  thousand  pounds  each;  and  each  cap^aio,  tbift 
ty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco.  All  penalties  imposed 
by  this  act  shall  be  recovered  with  costs,  in  atiy  pourl 
of  record,  on  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  and  be  ap^. 
plied,  one  half  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  towarcffi 
lessening  the  levy  of  the  county,  or  the  whole  toy^'arc^ 
lessening  the  said  levy,  where  there  shall  be  no  infot*^ 
mer,  except  in  those  cases  where  tbe  mode  qf  recoverjg 
and  application  are  particularly  declared.  ,    , 

Mutiny,  er      And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  person  on  th^ 

rki"!!?^K  «  day  appomted  for  the  draft  shall  behave  himself  muti-. 
tnif  act,  now  i**.,i  ••  ^  .  .> 

puaiahable.   nously  or  riotously,  or  endeavour  to  excite  muuay,  ri* 

ot,  or  resistance  to  the  execution  of  this  act,  each  per-r 

son  so  misbehaving  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  declare  jf  - 

a  soldier  for  the  war,  in  this  state's  quota  of  contineo* 

tal  troops.    And  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into,  such, 

offences,  if  any  such  there  shall  be,  the  comjnandin^ 

officer  of  any  county  where  such  misconduct  shall  tate 

place,  shall  call  a  court-martial  of  field  officers. gniC 

captains  of  the  county,  or  a  m^ority  of  them,  witi^ 

six  days  after  such  draft,  and  upon  due  enquiry  aiiut 

proof  produced  of  any  such  offender,  the  said  courf. 

shall  have  power,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  cfius^ 

such  offender  or  offenders  to  be  arrested  and  convey^ 

^^.       ^  ed,  with  the  recruits  obtained  by  this  act,  or  sent  to4^ 

m^n^     army  as  speedily  as  the  case  can  admit;  Be  itfartkf^ 

antaed.ex-  enoctcdf  That  any  quaker  or  menonist,  who  shall  j^ 

emptedfrom  sq  drafted,  shall  be  discharged  from  personal  servkih 

^eo^b^^'  and  the  commanding  officer  at  the  time  of  such  dirfU 

substitute  to  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  employ  one  or  4l|9d; 

be  fumlslied  discreet  persons  to  procure,  on  the  best  possible  tej^ 

of  soSe^    a  proper  substitute  or  substitutes,  to  serve  io  hisor-tW 

Eoom  for  eighteen  (nonthsj  towards  which  tl^e:!$M44>f^ 
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sGltite  shall  be  pflrid  the  same  sum  to  which  a  draft  is  en* 
dUed;  and  the  overplus  of  the  charge,  if  any,  shall  be 
Jd^usted  ^nd  divided  among  all  the  members  of  the 
society  ofquakers  or  menonists  in  the  county,  in  pro-' 
poftion  to  their  assessable  property,  and  to  authorize 
tfte 'sheriff  of  the  county,  by  warrant  under  his  hand, 
to  FeVy  such  charge  by  distress,  in  case  any  member 
Infuses  or  neglects  to  make  payment  thereof  within 
ifv^e  Aays  after  the  same  is  demanded,  upon  the  goods* 
or  chattels  of  the  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting. 
Where  any  desertion  sh^ll  happen  before  the  recruits    DcfertioM, 
art?  niarcned  from  the  place  of  rendezvous  within  the  ^51i5S?' 
county  in  which  they  were  raised,  the  commanding 
nfHcer  of  the  militia,  on  notice  thereof  with  a  descrip- 
rion  of  the  deserter,  shall  take  the  necessary  measures 
for'  his  apprehension  and  delivery  at  the  nearest  place 
of  general  rendezvous  within  the  state.     Any  soldier  gi^le  ^ol^y^fs 
/filing  sick  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or  in  his  march  proTidedfor. 
may,  at  the  request  of  his  officer,  be  delivered  to  any 
justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county,  who  shall  grant 
a  certificate  of  such  delivery,  and  make  provision  for 
his  niaitilenancie  and  recovery,  the  charges  whereof  be- 
ing adjudged  reasonable  by  the  court  of  the  county, 
shall  b^  paid  at  the  publick  treasury.     It  shall  be  law- 
Oil  for  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  application  from  ^flby'im' 
the  commanding  officer  of  any  detachment,  to  autho-  pretsmcnt. 
r\te  sofch  commanding  officer  to  impress  into  the  pub- 
Hck  service  as  many  waggons,  teams,  and  drivers  as 
the  nature  of  the  service  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
ih^gistratej  require;  the  owner  of  which  shall  be  allow-* 
^'fifty  pounds  of  tobacco  per  day,  and  be  found  as 
usual,' for  each  waggon,  team,  and  driver;  provided 
mii  no  ^ech  impress  ^hall  extend  to  a  longer  period 
ilian  six  days,  besides  a  reasonable  time  for  returning 
fedfiie. 

And  wfiereas  it  has  been  a  practice  of  many  trades-    penalty  on 
ffti^  to  entice  their  apprentices  to  enlist  as  soldiers,  nutert  re-  : 
and  to  sell  them  as  substitutes  for  large  sums  of  mo-  cciyiy  any 
uey;  Be  U  enacted,  That  if  any  tradesman  or  other  tb^OTthe 
perspn  to  whom  any  infant  is,  or  shall  be  bound  as  an  enUttroent 
tfp^renticc,  sliall  directly  or  indirectly  take  or  receive,  of  their  »p- 
of  Ttgrce  to  take  or  receive  any  money  or  other  gratu-  P**"*^^** 
ityifi  consideration  of  such  apprentice,  his  enlisting  as 
af  soldier  or  sailor  in  any  corps  whatsoever,  every  such 
iriitlesm^n  or  person  so  offending,  not  being  an  able' 
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bodied  roan  dnder  the  age  of  fifty  year?,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  double  the  sum  of  nfioney  or  worth  of  such 
Other  gratuity  so  taken,  received,  or  agreed  for,  to  be 
recovered  by  abtion  of  debt  or  information,  In  any 
court  of  record  within  this  state,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use 
of  the  commonwealth,  to  be  applied  as  a  bounty  to  en- 
Kst  a  soldier  in  the  continental  army  during  the  war: 
and  every  such  offender,  being  an  able  bodied  man 
under  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  being  thereof  convict- 
ed before  a  court-martial,  shall  be  deemed  a  soldier  to 
serve  iti  this  state's  quota  of  continental  troops  during 
the  war,  and  shall  be  by  the  commanding  officer  d 
the  militia  of  his  county,  delivered  to  some  continen- 
tal officer  belonging  to  this  state. 
Penalty  for  '  Ano  whereas  a  practice  has  prevailed  of  enlistiDg 
teUHni^  ro^  men  for  small  bounties  and  aAerwards  selling  them  to 
*^"*****  districts  or  divisions  for  higher  bounties  than  was  gi- 

ven such  soldier,  which  has  greatly  injured  the  recruit- 
ing service;  Be  it  enacted^  That  every  person  guilty 
of  such  offence,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties 
as  tradesmen  and  others  enlisting  or  selling  their  uh 
prentices  are  subject  to.  And  whereas  the  penalties 
Ad^donal  imposed  by  the  laws  now  in  force,  have  been  found  Bipt 
cMcteaKng^'  sufficient  to  prevent  evil  disposed  persons  barbouriqg 
deserters.  OT  concealing  deserters,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  a^ 
ttiy;  Be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, other  than  a  son  harbouring  or  concealing  h& 
father,  a  wife  her  husband,  or  a  mother  her  son,  know- 
ing the  person  so  harboured  or  concealed  to  be*  a  d^ 
serter  from  the  continental  army  of  this  or  any  other 
of  the  United  States  or  from  the  troops  of  this  tomnioD- 
wealth,  every  person  so  offending,  over  and  above  ^ 
penalties  heretofore  inflicted  by  law,  if  a  woman,  or 
not  being  an  able  bodied  man,  under  the  age  of  i!Ay 
years,  for  every  such  offence  shall  suffer  six  months 
imprisonment  or  forfeit  and  pay  five  thousand  pounds 
of  tobacco,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  or  on  in- 
formation in  any  court  of  record  within  this  state,  W 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  pll^ 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  to  be  appM 
as  a  bounty  to  enlist  a  soldier  in  this  state's  quots ^^ 
ftie  continental  troops  during  the  war;  and  every  *ttrfi 
offender,  being  an  able  bodied  man  under  the  ^cf  ^ 
fifty  yearsj  being  convietetl  thereof  before  a  court-flW' 
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of  his  couDty;'  shaH  be  deemed  a  soldier  to  servot 
this  state's, qoota  of  continents^!  troops  during  the 
r,  and  shall  be  by  order  of  the  commandiiig  officer 
bis  county,  delivered  to  some  continental  officer  be- 
^ngjug  to  this  state.     And  that  the  penahies  inflicted 
X  tjjifj  act,  wliich  are  cognizable  belore  a  qourt-mar- 
',  may  be  inflected,  without  delay,  on  alt  offenders, 
county,  liedtenaut  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
oty  where  the  offence  is  committed,  on  information 
iig  made  hiip,  shall  cause  a  court-martial  to  be  held, 
^'"^  tb  hear  and  determine  thereon,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
.  Bers,  not  under  the  rank  of  a  captain,  one  of  whom 
^aJI  be  a  field  officer;  and  every  officer  failing  to  at- 
id  ^uch  court-martial,  being  summoned  thereto,  with* 
t  a  reasonable  excuse,  if  a  field  officer,  shall  forfeit 
pay  two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco;^  if  a  captain, 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be 
Covered  btjfore,any  court-martial;  one  moiety  of  the 
5^e  to  be  to  the  informer,  and  the  otlier  moiety  to 
the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  to  be  applied  as  a  boun- 
^  «;IP  !^JaHsl  a  soldier  in  the  cpntinental  army  during 
^    iS^  w«^rV  .  .ind.  be  it  farther  enacted^  Thjit  from  and    p^fton  ene 
^i|  aifer  ll^is  6rst  day  of  April  next  ensuing,  any  person  lisUny  atol. 
en|jilti^g,a  soldier  between  eighteen  and  fifty  years  of  dierftMrtljie 
age,  qf  able  body,  sound  mind,  at  least  five  feet  four  ^^fp^JS^JJJ* 
^hes  high,  and  not  being  a  deserter  from  the  enemy,  further 
i'.from  any  corps  of  regular  troops  in  the  service  of  drafts  ovai* 
yor-the  United  Slates,  to  serve  during  the  war  in  **^**  ^^' 
g.trbops  of  this  stale  in  continental  service,  or  a  sol* 
V  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  troops,  and  delivering  such 
Ijipr  to  a  person  to  be  auihorized  by  the  governour 
to  r^^ive  such  recruits  in  each  county,  shall  be  ex* 
^ipted  fron^  all  future  drafts  and  all  musters  of  the 
Q9^uiia,  except  in  case  of  an  iinurrectio^  or  actual  in* 
^^i^  of  this  state,  and  then  shall  be  subject  to  serve 
within  the  sMite  only.      The  better  to  authenticate  the 
delivery  of  such  soldier  as  aforesaid,  the  receiving  offi- 
cer shall  grant  to  ihe  party  producing  him,  two  re- 
<;yif  is,  one  pf  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  gover- 
OfiMir,  and  die  other  kept  by  himself  for  his  voucher} 
Wpch  last^  wi^h  the  governour's  indorsation,  certify^ 
i0g^tbat  aduplicate  thereof  hath  been  lodged  with  him, 
4k^l  entitle  the  party  enlisting  such  soldier  to  the  ex*  " 

wptiiin  intended  by  this. act. 
,yowx.  ,  S  2     . 
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CHAP.  IV. 

An  act  for  supplying  the  army  with, 
clothes^  provisions^  and  waggons. 

ciothinr  tot      FOR  fiirnishing  a  certain  supply  of  dofliing  for  the 
the  army,  to  army,   Be  U  enacted  by  the  General  Auembly^  That 
be  furnished  ^ach  of  the  following  counties  and  corporation  riMiU 
counUcs  *?ii    furnish  the  number  of  suits  of  clothes  annexed  to  cacb^ 
whatpropor-  and  every  suit  shall  consist  of  the  following  articles,  to^ 
tion,  and  of  wit:    Two  shirts  of  linen  or  cotton,  one  pair  of  overi 
what  lo  con-  ^j|g^  ^^^      j^^  ^f  gto^kings,  one  pair  of  shoes,  one  woo^ 
farr^  or  lelt  hat^  or  leather  cap.      The  articles  afore^i 
said  shall  be  good  in  their  kind  and  quality,  of  vi^ck 
the  county  lieutenants  or  commanding  officers  at  mi^- 
litia  in  each  of  the  counties  and  the  corporation  respec** 
livelyi  shall  be  judges.-  The  county  of  Accomack  ^all 
furnish  forty  seven  sutts^  the  county  of  Albemarle  Ibr- 
ty  seven  suits,  the  county  of  Amelia  one  hundred  and 
twelve  suits,  the  county  of  Augusta  forty  m  suit8»  the 
county  of  Amherst  thirty  eight  sliits,  the  county  of 
Bedford  forty  seven  suits,  the  county  of  Botetourt  six-^ 
teen  suits,  the  county  of  Brunswick  including  the  coan% 
ty  of  Greensville  one  hundred  and  two  suits,  the  coun* 
ty  of  Buckingham  thirty  eight  suits,  the  county  of 
Berkeley  seventy  one  suits,  the  county  of  CaroKoei 
ninety  three  suits,  the  countv  of  Charles  City  thirty 
six  suits,  the  county  of  Charlotte  thirty  two  suits,  tte 
county  of  Chesterfield  eighty  one  suits,  the  comity  of 
Culpeper  seventy  four  suits^  the  county  of  Cumberlam} 
thirty  eight  suit$,  the  county  of  Dinwiddle  eighty  Iwa 
suits,  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City  fourteen  suits,  the 
county  of  Essex  fifty  two  suits,  the  county  of  Fairfas 
forty  four  suits,  the  county  of  Fauquier  fifty  five  suits^ 
the  county  of  Frederick  seventy  six  suits,  the  county 
of  Fluvanna  thirteen  suits,  the  county  of  Gloucester 
seventy  suits,  the  county  of  Goochland  forty  six  soilSi 
the  county  of  Greenbrier  eight  suits,  the  county  of 
Halifax  forty  suits,  the  county  of  Hampshire  twen^ 
six  suits,  the  county  of  Hanover  eighty  seven  SQitSytbs 
county  of  Henrico  fif\y  five  suits,  the  county  of  Henry 
twenty  nine  suits,  the  county  of  James  City  twenty 
two  suits,  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight  forty  twosoit^y 
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^  coonly  of  King  George  thirty  eight  suits,  the  comi- 
ty of  King  and  Queen  thirty  eight  suits,  the  county  of 
King  William  fifty  six  suits,  the  county  of  Ijancaster 
twenty  five  suits,  the  county  of  Loudoun  fifty  three 
suits,  the  county  of  Louisa  forty  one  suits,  the  county 
of  Liinenburg  twenty  nine  suits,  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex twenty  two  suits,  the  county  of  Mecklenburg  fifty 
four  suits,  the  county  of  Montgomery  twenty  three 
suits,  the  county  of  Nanseroond  forty  t\vo  suits,  the 
county  of  New  Kent  thirty  five  suits,  the  county  of 
JN orthumberl^nd  thirty  four  suits,  the  county  of  Nor- 
ibJk  twen^  seven  suits,  the  county  of  Northampton 
thirty  three  suits,  the  county  of  Orange  forty  two  suiis, 
the  county  of  Pittsylvania  twenty  suits,  the  county  of 
Powhatan  forty  two  suits,  the  county  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward thirty  eight  suits,  the  county  of  Prince  George 
forty  seven  suits,  the  county  of  Princess  Anne  twenty 
five  suits,  the  county  of  Prince  Willian^  thirty  nine 
suits,  the  county  of  Richmond  thirty  one  suits,  the 
cotmty  of  Rockbridge  seventeen  suits,  the  county  of 
.Rockingham  nineteen  suits,  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton fifty  suits,  the  county  of  Spo^ylvania  sixty  suits, 
the  county  of  Stafford  forty  suits,  the  county  of  Surry 
twenty  eight'suits,  the  county  of  Sussex  forty  suits,  the 
county  of  Shenandoah  twenty  eight  suits,  the  county 
of  Warwick  nine  (uits,  the  county  of  Westmoreland 
forty  two  suits,  the  county  of  Washington  twenty  three 
suits,  the  county  of  York  twenty  four  suits,  and  the 
«ky  of  Williamsburg  eleven  suits,  ^nd  be  it  ehacted^  nA  r^f 
That  the  four  senior  magistrates  and  the  acting  field  JJI^Jin^ihe 
officers  or  a  msyority  of  them  in  every  county  and  cpr^  clothing  for 
poratioa,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  the  amny,  in 
n«tt,  meet  at  the  court-house  of  the  counties  or  corpo-  **^^  county, 
fution  respectively,  and  lay  out  each  county  and  cor* 
peration  into  as  many  districts  as  there  are  suits  of 
clothes  required  from  the  county  or  corporation,  tak- 
ing care  that  the  whole  assessable  property  within  the 
cooaty  or  corporation  he  taken  into  account,  and  that 
€acb  district  shall  include  an  equal  amount  thereof,  as 
nearly  as  may  be.  Such  justices  and  field  officers  shall, 
in  each  district,  appoint  some  proper  person  to  call 
«pon  (be  inhabitants  of  tlie  same,  to  meet  at  some  con- 
veaieut  place  therein,  within  ten  days  aAer  holding  the 
fourt^  and  at  the  meeting  of  a  majority  of  the  said  in- 
Mt)lit9|^)  the  particular  contribution  ofeachindividu* 
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al  io wards  iVmishing  the  said  clothes;  imty  andtsMl 
T>e  fixed  and  determined  by  a  maijortty  of  iho$e  present, 
observing  the  rules  of  equality  as  near  as  can  be  ae^ 
cording  to  property;  and  such  contributions  allotted  10 
each  individual  shall  be  furnislied  by  him  or  her  wi^ 
in  fifty  days  after  such  meeting  ami  deposited  in  ibe 
hands  of  the  person  appointed  to  call  the  district  to- 
gether, who  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  same  and 
grant  receipt;  for  sach  contributioas,  whkh  shall  ex* 
onerate  the  person  to  whom  they  are  passed  for  so  ttiicli, 
and  the  receiver  in  the  district  shall  deposit  the  saoie 
in  the  hands  of  the  county  lieutenant  or  coromandtn^ 
officer  within  ten  days  after  he  shall  receive  them,  wfaicb 
shall  exonerate  such  receiver.  If  any  district  shall  fiiH 
to  produce  the  clothes  required  from  it  in  fifty  days .» 
aforesaid,  the  receiver  shall  let  to  the  lowest  bidder  the 
providing  of  the  deficiency  at  some  publick  piace  in 
the  district  after  five  days  publick  notice  thereof^  ^od 
shall  levy  the  expense  accruing  upon  the  goods  and 
ci)attels  of  all  or  any  of  the  persons  so  failing,  io  ibe 
same  manner  as  distress  for  taxes  is  directed*  by  lair^ 
to  be  made  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  tlie  peace,  cS- 
reeled  to  thfe  sheriff  or  constable  appointed  for  thepar^ 
pose,  who  shall  receive  tlie  usual  lees  for  makhig  sQcll 
distress.  If  the  person  who  is  such  lowest  hij^t  sMk 
fail  to  produce  the  clothes  within  thirty  days  «Aer  bis 
nindertaking,  he  sliall  forfeit  double  the  value  ^thereof, 
to  be  recovered  by  warrant  before  a  justice,  on  five 
days  previous  notice.  ,  In  case  a  meeting  of  each  dis^ 
trict,  or  a  majority,  is  not  obtained  after  due  notice  as 
ftforesaid  within  ten  days,  the  receiver  shall  procaed 
*  -  \o  let  the  furnishing  the  said  clothes  to  the  lowest  bidr 
der,  in  like  manner  as  if  delinquency  had  happened 
'after  a  meeting  and  allotment  as  above,  and  the  charge 
.'of  furnishing  them  thus  inairred,  shall  be  distrained 
for,  and  the  said  lowest  bidder  liable  to  be  prosecuted 
for  his  failure  or  delinquency  as  above  is  directed.  » 
Beef,  for  the  ^nd  be  it  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforefaid,  Ti^U 
£["{*  Tb  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  districts  so  as  aforesaid  laid  off,  shall  cause 
STsewal^  ^^  be  delivered  to  a  receiver  within  the  county  or  co^ 
aounties.  poration,  to  be  appointed  by  the  govenuuir,  williiMjr 
vice  of  council,  at  such  time  and  place  therein  a«  sfajrii 
be  notified  by  ilie  govcrnour,  one  good  beef,  weigbilvg 
at  least  three  hundred  weight  nelt,  to  be  judged  oCl^ 
'two  indifferent  persons  on  oath,  the  cliargc  of  f  roi:u^ 
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ing*  aiid  dieJfVerifig  which  shall  be  apportioned  amoiig 
the  peoph?  ^f  the  district  at  liieir  said  meeting,  accorS- 
iiig  to  property  as  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of  failore,  the 
.  i^eiver  al^H  let  the  $ame  to  the  lo\irest  bidder  as  ih 
die  case  of  clothes,  and  in  like  manner  levy  the  er-  ' 

fkuse  thereof  upon  the  district  or  persons.  The  said 
justices  and  6eld  officers  shall,  within  sixty  five  days 
after  their  first  meeting,  hold  a  court  at  the  courthouse  * 

^  the  coonty,   for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  thfe 
mamier  in  which  the  several  nfeetings  shall  have  been 
«|Ppointed  and  held,  the  several  allotment  or  contribo* 
fions  in  the  districts  have  been  made  and  complied 
with,  and  in  general  to  enquire  into  all  and  every  de- 
Ihtqoent  under  this  act;  arid  for  this  purpose  the  seve- 
ral receivers  shall  attend  the  said  court,  with  an  ac- 
touirt  of  their  proceedings  in  the  respective  districts; 
^nd  if  it'shaH  appear  that  tliere  is  remaining  any  de- 
ficiency from  the  districts,  or  any  of  them,  either  of 
%erfor  clothes,  they  may  order  and  direct  the  same  to 
fee  wiade  up  out  of  any  money  arising  from  penalties 
hereby  mflicted  on  persons  undertaking  as  lowest  bid- 
ders for  districts  or  parts  of  districts,  or  by  ordering 
sec*  proceedings  against  deficient  districts  or  persons 
ns  shall  most  speedily  and  effectually  produce  such  de- 
ficiency, whether  of  clothes  or  beef,  always  regarding 
'   equality  as  to  pfoperty.     Provided  always,  that  five 
days  previous  notice  of  the  proceedings  to  be  had,  be 
given  to  Such  delinquent  person  or  district,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  the  persons  therein  concerned,  by  the  receiver 
«if  the  district.    And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  magistrates 
^hd  field  officers  holding  such  meetings  or  courts  may 
appoint  a  clerk  to  attend  them,  and  minute  their  pro* 
eeedings,  and  allow  him  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
fiis  service,  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds  per  day  lor 
e*ch  day  he  is  employed;  and  the  said  receivers  in  dis- 
tricts shall  be  paid  ten  pounds  per  day  for  each  day 
they  sliall  be  actually  employed  under  this  act,  to  be 
paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  publick  money  in  his 
imnds.     The  said  court  shall  transmit  to  the  pover- 
•nour,  without  loss  of  time,  an  exact  account  of  ihecon- 
trrbotiohs  of  clothes  and  beef  actually  received,  noting 
how  much  of  each  remains  uncollected,     A  Justice  or 
»«d  officer  failing  to  do  his  duty  as  herein  is  directed, 
ihall  forfeit  and  pay  five  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco; 
a  sheriff,  receiver,  or  constable,  ten  thousand  pounds 
oflobi^ccQ.  • 
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^nd  be  it  enact  edy  That  each  and  every  of  the  coou* 
forTh?Smy*  ^'^^  ^"'^  *^  corporation,  from  which  suits  of  clothes 
howfarniBb*'  sind  beef  are  directed  to  be  procured,  shall  on  or  be« 
ed,  by  the  fore  the  first  day  of  March  next  ensuing,  furnilsh  and  , 
Mveralcoun-  provide  one  good  and  serviceable  waggon  with  a  good 
cover  and  a  team  of  four  good  horses  and  complete 
harness  with  a  driver,  who  shall  serve  as  a  driver  one 
month  at  the  expense  of  sucH  county  respectively;  and 
the  courts  of  the  said  counties  and  corporation,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  for  this  particular  pur- 
pose, to  meet  at  the  court-houses  on  some  day  between 
the  twentieth  day  of  January  and  seventh  of  February 
next  ensuing,  and  then  and  there  assess  and  levy  on 
the  tithable  persons  or  the  property  in  the  said  coun* 
ties  and  corporation  assessable  in  specie,  as  may  best 
conduce  to  equality,  in  respect  to  property,  a  sufficient 
amount  either  in  money,  tobacco,  or  hemp,  to  make 
payment  for  the  said  waggon,  team,  driver,  and  all  ne- 
cessary charges  attending  the  same,  and  shall  out  of 
such  levy  or  assessment,  cause  to  be  made,  due  pay* 
ment  for  the  articles  hereby  required  for  the  said  coun- 
ty or  corporation;  and  the  sheriffs  or  collectors  in  eve- 
ry of  the  said  counties  and  the  said  corporation,  af( 
hereby  required  to  make  the  collection  of  the  levies  or 
assessments  so  to  be  made  or  required,  and  to  distrain 
for  the  same  on  refusal  or  neglect  of  payment,  and  shall 
receive  a  commission  for  so  doing  as  in  case  of  collect? 
ing  taxes,  and  the  said  courts  may  appoint  some  pro- 
per person  to  purchase  the  articles  hereby  required, 
and  shall  cause  the  said  waggons  and  teams  to  be  de^ 
livered  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  governour  witl^ 
the  advice  of  the  council  shall  direct,  without  delaj^ 
and  in  good  order  for  immediate  service.  If  any  court 
hereby  directed  to  meet,  shall  fail  so  to  do,  pn  or  bf^ 
fore  the  time  required,  or  meeting,  shall  fai\  to  ij^iake 
or  order  the  levy  or  assessment  hereby  required  to  be 
made,  every  justice  qualified  to  act  hi  his  office  in  such 
county  or  corporation,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  three  tfaoo' 
sand  pounds  of  tobacco;  and  in  case  the  sheriff  or  col- 
lector shall  foil  or  refuse  to  account  for  and  pay  the 
money,  tobacco,  or  hemp,  hereby  directed  to  be  col- 
lected by  any  county  or  corporation  court,  by  tbe  time 
limited,  the  said  sheriff  or  collector  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  double  the  amount  of  the  said  money,  tobacco,  or 
nemp>  so  by  him  unpaid,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  oq 
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motion  before  the  county  or  corporation  court,  on  ten 
days  previous  notice  to  the  sheriff  or  collector.  If  any 
county  or  corporation  shall  fail  to  produce  the  wag- 
gon and  team  as  herein  is  required,  at  the  time  and 
place  so  as  aforesaid,  to  be  appointed,  the  governour 
with  advice  of  the  council  is  hereby  empowered  im- 
mediately to  order  prosecution  against  the  justices, 
sheriffs,  or  collectors,  who  may  have  failed  in  their  du- 
ty as  required  by  this  act;  and  out  of  the  forfeitures 
such  delinquents  may  have  incurred,  to  direct  purcha- 
ses of  waggons  and  teams  to  be  made  for  the  publick 
service.  And  to  the  end  that  proper  information  may 
be  Ivid  of  delinquencies,  the  clerk  of  every  county  and 
of  the  said  corporation  court,  shall  transmit  to  the  go- 
vernour within  fifteen  days,  after  the  last  day  appointed 
by  this  act  for  holding  a  court  to  make  the  levy,  a'co- 
py  of  \heir  proceedings,  or  in  case  no  court  shall  be 
lield,  to  certify  the  same,  in  order  that  prosecution  may 
iji  that  case  be  commenced  against  tlie  offending  jus- 
tices. j]nd  be  it  enacted^  That  this  act  be  transmitted 
by  ihe  governour  to  the  first  or  eldest  acting  justice  in 
every  county  or  corporation,  who  is  hereby  inquired  to 
summon  the  other  justices  to  meet  for  the  purposes  of 
executing  this  act  within  the  time  as  above-mentioned; 
and  the  charge  of  summoning  such  court,  shall  be  le- 
vied on  the  county  or  corporation  by  the  said  court, 
in  the  aforesaid  levy  hereby  to  be  made  for  obtaining 
the  waggons  and  teams;  and  if  the  said  first  or  eldest 
acting  justice,  shall  fail  to  summon  such  court  to  meet 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  be- 
fore directed.  Provided  always,  that  the  counties  of 
Accomack  and  Northampton,  shall  be  permitted  in  lieu 
of  the  ivaggon  and  team  herein  before  described,  to 
pay  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  time  appointed 
for  the  delivery  of  the  waggon,  £.  160  in  specie,  or  the 
value  thereof  in  current  money,  or  twelve  thousand 
pounds  of  crop  tobacco,  inspected  since  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 
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CHAP.  V.  :  .^ 

•  Afi  act  to  rcvice  and  ameiid  the  ack 
enlilled  An  act  for  procuring  ;«| 
supply  ojjirovisions  and  other  ne^, 
cessaries  Jor  the  use  of  the  arrky^  :  \ 

Aet^  pto-     WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  entiile4  "  An  aG|> 
curinc^atuij.  f^^,  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  and  otUer  pecefir. 
Sons  for^he  saries  fcr  the  use  of  the  army,"  hath  expired^  aj^d  itifr 
use  of  the     expedient  and  necessary  that  the  same  should,  be  r^^ 
*ed^od*^**  viyed  and  amended,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  Thajt  tlK!^ 
mended.       ^^'^  recited  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  xctf, 
yived,  and  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  tbe  en^* 
of  the  next  session  of  assembly,  except  a&  to  tbe  pfMP^Q^* 
of  time  to  which  the  quantities  of  certain  provjtjwifij 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  owner's  family  shall  noj  h^ 
subject  to  seizure,  which  period,  instead  of  the  first ^ajg; 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aiidei^Jltyff 
shall  cxtciiti  to  the  first  day  of  December,  one  tbav*- 
sand  seven  huudred  and  eighty  one;  and  except  a&  U^\ 
the  prices  allowed  for  the  several  articles  therein  enor.. 
merated;  and  except  also  as  it  relates  to  salt,  rye,  su;^ 
perfine  and  common  floun     The  governour,  with  ad- 
vice of  the  council,  shall  appoint  a  commissioner,  wif))M%- 
business  it  shall  be,  after  giving  bond  and  security  $|f  •. 
tFie  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  sup^riifn 
tend  the  execution  of  (his  and  the  said  recitied  apif  ^^. 
shall  reside  at  the  place  where  the  executive  shall  s^k 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof;  shall  and  may  ^ppointi- 
a  deputy  in  eacli  county  where  he  shall  judge  it,  nev 
cessary,  and  the  same  to  remove  at  pleasure;  every  df-  ^ 
puty  so  appointed  shall  be  accountable  to  the  commis-  • 
sioner  fur  his  (musiictions;  each  deputy  shall  keep^ex^- 
act  accotuits  of  the  provisions  procured  in  bi^fOlM^lyij 
nudor  the  said  act;  he  shall  also  settle  with  the  €<unr<t: 
rnissioners  of  the  speciGck  tax  in  his  county,  and  p^^\ 
accurate  returiis  tliereof  lo  the  said  commissioner  qpcf^ 
ill  every  three  mouths  at  least;  the  said  deputy  ,^|uh1U; 
from,  time  to  time,  observe  such  instruction^  and^r|^l)'{» 
lallons  as  the  said  commissionert  with  advice  of  ^vx-v 
f  cuii\  c,  may  iliiuk  proper  to  establish  for  their g^v^f<ii^ ; 
men t  and  direction;  the.  said  commissioner  .jsliaiLfa^S<' 
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prc^^  a€c<niiits  against  the  eontinenl  Ibt  rack  profi-' 
fioDs  as  shall  be  taken  and  applied  to  the  continenial 
Bse$  the  said  eommissioBer  ai^  deputies  shall  be  eiiti« 
tied  to  such  sums  of  money  for  their  trouble  as  the  go* 
vemour,  tviih  adrice  of  council,  may  think  they  respec** 
liveiy  deserve,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer,  on  warrant 
froDi  the  governour}  every  such  warrant  to  be  previf 
eusly  entered  in  the  auditors  oiQce.  Jind  be  it  farther 
SHoetod,  That  all  seisures  bereaAer  made  by  virtue  of  p,^y2«s. 
iMt  and  the  said  recited  act,  shall  be  paid  for  in  roan*  '^^^^ 
ner  and  form  therein  prescribed,  and  at  the  following 
rates,  to  wit:  For  "wtieat,  sixty  six  dollars  and  two 
diirds  of  a  dollar  per  bushel;  for  Indian  corn,  twenty 
dollars  per  bushed  for  pease,  thirty  dollars  per  bushel; 
fbr  oats,  fifteen  dollars  per  bushel;  for  pickled  beef, 
e^bt  dollars  per  pound;  for  bacon,  twenty  dollars  per 
pound;  for  salt  pork,  twelve  dollars  per  pounds  for 
brandy,  sixty  dollars  per  gallon;  fbr  whiskey,  forty 
dotlars  per  gallon;  fortaffia,  fifty  dollars  per  gallfifi; 
Sar  West  India  rum,  eighty  dollars  jper  gallon;  for 
white  biscuit,  three  hundred  dollars  per  hundred  weight; 
fi)r  ship  bread,  two  hundred  dollars  per  hundred  weight; 
for  fine  flour^  two  hundred  dollars  per  hundred  weight; 
iOT^  seconds  or  ship  stufi*,  one  hundred  and  fifty  doluurs 
per  bondred  weight. 

And  be  U  farther  enaetedy  That  if  any  person  shall 
think  him  or  herself  aggrieved  by  any  deputy  in  the 
^eeution  of  this  or  the  said  recited  act,  every  such 
person  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  commis^* 
siMers  of  the  tax  in  his  or  her  county,  who,  or  any 
tM  of  them,  are  hereby  authorised  ami  empowered  t« 
itf ar  |fu;b  compl^t,  and  upon  proof  to  them  made^ 
that  such  deputy  hath  acted  contrary  to  the  directiona 
of  this  or  the  said  recited  act,  shall  order  such  deputy 
tD  make  immediate  restitution,  and  oii  failure  so  to  do, 
he  Oall  he  liable  to  the  action  of  the  party  grieved. 
kmd  wiiereas  the  late  inva^sion  on  the  eastern  ftrootier 
rendtrtd  it  indispensaUy  ipecessary  for  the  govemour 
%|idc(miictl  to  procure  provisions  in  the  mode  pre^ 
seaibM  1^  tlw  said  act,  notwithstandbg  the  expiratioo 
thereof,  in  order  to  supply  the  militia  called  into  du^ 
in  consetjuence  of  such  invasion;  Be  iiihertft^e  tnaet^^ 
id,  That  all  proceedings  of  Uie  governour  and  counts 
eil  <nidet  the  said  act  are  hereby  declared  valid.  And 
nhetaet  great  ddays  ^  inconveniendes  will  mm  tm 

VoL.x.  T2 
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the  army  udefit  qoantito  of  forage  aui  be  pvocifft^^ 
the  use  of  4he  saone^  Be  it  enaeied,  Tbat  the  goveraowk 
with  the  advice  of  thecoQiicil,  be  aathortsed  aod  emfomi^ 
ered  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  most  efieclual  jGoH 
providing  sufficient  quantities  of  hayi  fodder,  and  otb^^ 
forage  for  the  use  of  the  said  army.  Provided,  thul 
not  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  quantity  of  forage  i« 
the  possession  of  any  person  shall  be  taken  under.  lhi» 
act,  and  the  quantity  so  taken  shall  be  ascertidned  and 
paid  for  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  reciled  Mtj 

.t 


CHAP.  VI. 


An  act  to  establish  a  corps  of  invalids 
to  serve  as  guards  and  on  garrison 
duty. 


Coras  of  ia-  WHER£A3  tb^^e  are  great  numbers  of  wq 
^^^^  ^  ,  and  other  soldiers  dischar^  from  the  (MibUck  mrvka^ 
ftu^n^.  as  invalids,  who  receive  literal  pensions  from  the«(m^ 
ty^OTtablMli^  mnnity,  and  who  if  collected  jsmd  formed  ifHo  cmp» 
^  might  render  good  service  by  doing  garrison  ii^^ 

and  thereby  compensate  for  the  expense  they  crwHtSt 
and  that  such  pensioners  may  be  more  amp^  prondodk 
(or,  Beit  enacted  by  the  General  Atsemkly^  Thai  t|» 
govemour  with  the  advice  of  council,  be  anthofi^li^ 
collect  all  such  pensioned  soldiery  as  come  w^hin  Ilia 
above  description,  who  are  willing  to  enlist  and  are  fi^ 
for  garrison  duty  of  any  kind,  mi  durecC- them  loJ^ 
formed  into  one  or  more  companies  as  he  shall  tkiiA& 
proper,  to  be  officered  by  pensioned  officers  of.othim 
as  to  the  executive  shall  appear  most  conducive'to  Vm 
pubHck  good.  And  for  the  more  certain  and  spee;^* 
collecting  sikh  invalids,  Be  it  farther  enactedi  '^PlUl 
the  county  liluenantor  commanding  offic€t(^.4if  JPJr 
litia^^^f  each  cinnty  and  corporation  within  this  QOfli^ 
mMiwealth,  sbati  and  they  are  hereby  directed  tp-mahft* 
diligent  enquiry  in  their  respective  counties.  aod^^MBitf 
porfUion&  without  delay,  and  report  to  Ihi^govmtMl 
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a^ttrt  f^  all  such  invalids,  distioguishttig  in  s^cii  list' 
Avtttttare  of  the  wound  or  other  incapacity  that  hath 
tfebakmed  bis  discharge.    And  be  it  farther  enacted^ 
Vbki  such  invalids  when  formed  into  corps  as  afore-      ~    - 
fUMf  siitttf  be  stationed  at  such  posts  or  places  as  h 
ttmtit  appear  ta  the  executive  they  may  be  most  use- 
fiMv  employed,  and  such  corps  so  embodied  shall  be 
etwed  to  the  same  pay,  rations^  and  clothing,  as  th<^' 
tvoeps  now  in  continental  service  in  lieu  of  such  peA- 
aiom,  and  be  subject  to  the  articles  of  war  that  govern 
the  troops  in  the  immediate  service  of  this  commoo- 


CHAP.  Vll. 


Jb  hctjhr  procuring  a  supply  ofmo- 
neyjor  the  exigencies  of  the  war. 

^MFHEREAS  the  immediate  aQd  pressing  exigencies    Further  p- 

'  0  war  require  the  farther  emission  of  paper  money  mtssioa  of 

the  measures  heretofore  adopted- in  this  common-  treasurer 


IMith  for  procuring  supplies  of  money  shall  have  their  "^^  m6hey?» 
apiMtion»  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  treasurer  '  ' 

•eTtfiis-eonimonweahh  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
aalA  empowered  to  issue  treasury  notes  in  dollars  for 
aiP^  idm  or  sums  of  money  which  may  be  necessary 
M^l^bfick  exigencies; •the  sum  or  sums  of  money 
t^feisittefl  by  virtue  hereof  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
Of'^mtlHons  of  pounds,  unless  the  exigencies  of  go- 
ftilMMiit  should  render  a  farther  sum  necessary,  in 
wMeb  case,  the.govemom',  with  advice  of  the  council, 
bmQf  direct  any  farther  sum,  not  exceeding  four  mil- 
BOtes^^unds,  to  be  emitted,  and  lay  a  state  thereof 
bribretbe  next  session  of  assemblv,  who  will  provide 
£ii^^  redemption  thereof;  and  the  govemour,  with 
tto^dfice  of  council  may,  and  he  is  hereby  required, 
if  ^tlie  necessities  of  the  state  will  permit  at  any  ihne 
fuAer,  to  stop  the  emission  of  all  or  any  part  of  the 
\  olcredii  hereby  directed  to  be  issued  The  tnea^ 
shall  cMse^the  said  notes  to  be  engraved  a^ 
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.   prihtedlD  Such  maoneri  and  upon  such  paper  it  be 

mky  judge  most  likely  to  secure  them  against  cottDte^ 

felts;  the  fac6  of  the  notes  thus  td  t>e  emitted  shaHreari 

tee Ibtf for- m  manner  following,  to  wit:    No.  *  ■    r„   .^  ^ — iu^ 

lar  aMMor.     Dollars.    This  bill  of' dollars  shall  be  excftaa- 

ged  ahd  redeemed  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  the 
value  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the  rate  of  one  for  forty,  at 
the  treasury  of  Vlr^nia,  on  or  before  the  thirti^'da^ 
of  December,  onb  thousand  seven  handred  and  ninety. 
And  on  each  of  the  said  notes  the  treasurer  shtH  Clause 
such  a  device  to  be  printed  as  will  readily  distifigbidk 
the  said  bills  from  any  others  heretofore  emitted  In  tUf 
commonwealth.  He  shall  also  appoint  proper  persons 
to  overlook  the  press,  to  number  and  sign  the  said 
notes,  upon  the  best  terms  he  can,  always  observing  to 
publish  the  names  of  such  numberers  and  signers  b 
the  newspaper.  The  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  entered  in  the  auditoraoiBce 
to  the  treasurer's  account,  and  be  ^gned,  on  some  put 
thereof  the  most  convenient,  by  one  of  the  auditors  of 
publick  accountS|  ot  by  one  of  their  cler)&s,  dr^by  aa 
assistant  clerk  to  be  appointed  by  the  auditorfii'  fiM*  ^ 
special  purpose,  who  shall  receive  such  an  allowance 
for  Ms  trouble  as  they  shall  judge  reasoitable,  wttboiit 
i^hicb  signature  the  said  bills  of  atdit 'shall  not•beell^ 
TMesfor  rent.  And  for  establishing  a  fund  which  sball  prove 
^e  redemp-  sufficiently  productive  for  the  redemption  of  ibe  bills 
^^^  of  credit  berebv  to  be  emitted;  Be  it  farther  eaaeied) 

That  a  tat  shall  hereafter  be  imposed  upon  the  lands, 
slaves,  and  other  property  within  this  commonwealth^ 
by  way  of  general  assessment,  adequati^  to  that  end 
which  tax  shall  be  imposed,  and  collected  in'Sficbr  man- 
tier  as  to  redeem  the  whole  of  the  bitk  of  bredit  to  be 
emitted  by  virtue  hereof  within  five  vears,  to^omlnence 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth-  day  or  D^ralriber,  4n  the 
year  of  oar  hovd  one  thousmd  seven  imndfed  and 
eighty  fiye.  The  money  hereby  to  be  emitted  ihall  be 
Ireceived  in  payment  of  k\\  taxes  heretdfore  iftiposed, 
br  hereafter  to  be  imposed,  and  shall  be  a  legii  tender 
in  discharge  of  all  debts  and  cofitractr,  ki  tho'saiae 
iianner,  and  u^der  th(^  same  restrictiofis  that  the  mOr 
ney  emitted  by  the  last  sessbn-irfaissemMy  tv^dhtelardl 
tn^be  by  an  act  of  the  present  session,  entitlad  ^# 
aec  to  explain  and  amend  the  act  fo^  caHnig  iii4«di# 
4m^n0  the  immey  now  in  UttnlaliM^  «tKMM^  fRP- 
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^   lilig  Aod  fundus  new  4biPs  of  creifit^  accot^^lgt6lh§ 
r6fokiuoq«  of4:;ofigrest  of  the  eighteenth  of  Bfaroi  lait" 
Tbe  ireasttcer  of  this  commonweftlih  shall,  and  he  it 
jMveby  aethorited  and  empowered  to  exchange  liny  of 
-    thebUis  of  credit  h^eby  to  be  emitted  for  the  (Mper 
.    biUfi  of  credit  emitted  by  congress  and  now  in  circula- 
tion in  this  cominionwealthy  except  the  bills  of  cr^dll 
.*    emitted  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  congresit  of  the 
.   fii^^Ueemh  day  of  March  last;  and  also  for  any  of  the 
.    iMlfe  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  in  this  commonwealth, 
with  atiy  person  or  persons  who  may  be  willing  and 
;    desiiYMis  of  doing  the  same. 

-iffnd  U  it  farther  emcted^  That  he  or  she  shall  be    Vw^Mtn 
.  adjodged  a  felon,  and  shall  suffer  death  without  ibe  f**^J?*^ 
'      llOnefit  of  clergy,  who  shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  alter  ^^^ 
or  erase  «ny  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note,  to  be  is**  death  with- 
-sued  by  virtue  of  thii  act;  or  who  shall  cause  or  pro*  ••«*  ci^rfjr. 
cure  such  bill  of  credit,  or  treasury  note  to  be  forged 
or  comaerfeited,  altered  or  erased,  or  shall  aid  or  as- 
sist ia  forging  or  counterfeiting,  altering  or  erasing 
soch  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note,  or  shall  pass  -or 
fender,  or  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be  passed  or  teov 
.'  dered  any  such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note  in  pay-      , 
.   ment  or  exchange^  knowing  the  same  to  have  been 
ibrged  or  counterfeited,  altered  or  erased,  or  shall  have 
in  .'his  or  her  custody  or  possession  any  press,  t3rpH, 
staxnp,  plate,' or  other  instrument  necessary,  to  be  used 
in  tlie  fabrication  of  any  such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury 
\note,  and  not  actually  used  in  some  publick  printing 
*  office,  or  any  paper,  with  or  without  signature,  on 
which  the  characters  or  words  that  are  contained  in  % 
geiuiine  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note  are  or  shall  be 
iaMpre^d  or  inscribed  in  like  order  as  they  are  in  soch 
bUl  of  credil  or  treasury  note,  or  any  snch  bill  of  era- 
'     di|'0r  treaaufy  note  wMch  hath  been  altered  or  erased* 
knowing  the  same  to  have  been  altered  or  erased,  and 
tbaliriMt  discover  ^ch  press,  types,  stamp,  plate,  in* 
Hmmenti  piqper,  or  altered  or  erased  bill  of  tredit  or 
|i!(yifiury  noie,  to  two  justices  of  Ihe  peace,  within  fiv« 
d«y^  after  the  same  shall  have  come  to  his  or  her  poa^ 
BesnioB^  aay  peraon  or. persons  charged  with  having 
^9^  gntlty  of  any  one  or  more  of  die  above  fn^ntion* 
Ml  <Mflbnc«^  shall  be  prosecuted  aod  tried  in  tl|^  man- 
per  M  directed  lor  |be  trial  of  like  offences,  by  an  act 
9f-«|i«nbly  paa^d  in  the  year  of  oar  Mrd  1779,  m» 
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tkkd  '^  Ao  act  for  punUhing  persons  fpuit^  ^tcmiMin 
thefts  and  forgeries,  and  fisifig  the  aHowmnee  la  «ba^* 
\tt$f  ventremeo,  and  witnesses,  io  certain  cases." 
Certificates  And  whereas  the  antidpatioa  of  publick  revenue,  oc*. 
^^^^^  <;astoued  by  the  claims  of  titose  boMing  certificates  for 
provbions  and  other  articles  obtained  for  pabGck  sse, 
under  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  last  and  preseai 
sessions  of  assembly,  may  produce  great  embarrass* 
mentt  unless  such  certificates  are  made  payable  in  dis- 
^  cbsufre  of  publick  taxes;  Be  U  farther  enaciedj  That 
aU  certificates  granted  by  the  publick  agents  and  com<^ 
roissioners,  agreeable  to  any  act  or  resolution  of  the 
last  or  present  session  of  assembly,  for  horses,  provi^ 
^ons,  or  other  articles,  furnished  the  publick,  shall  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  receivable  in 
discharge  of  any  tax  or  duty  whatsoever,  which  m^^, 
be  due  irom  the  possessor  thereof.  ^ 


CHAP.  VIII. 


An  act  directing  the  money  arising 

from  the  sales  of  the  estate  of  John 

Meacom^  deceased,  to  he  paid  to  his 

widow  and  children. 

ft 

ing  fHrm  the     WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  present    ; 
Bale  of  the     general  assembly,  that  John  Meacom,  deceased,  ifas 
john^iwi-    *?  *^  y®?*  ^"^  thousand  seven  hundred  fend  seventy 
com»  which  ^^9  convicted  of,  and  executed  for  murdering  bne  oC 
wms  forfeit-   Us  Own  slaves,  and  his  whole  estate  thereby  became 
5^  *^PJ[^  forfeited  to  the  commonwealth,  was  soon  afterwards* 
my»  on  hi»  f^^>  *"^  *^  money  arisingTrom  the  sales  thereof,  paid 
conviction  &  isto  the  publick  treasury,  whereby  Ann  MeaCenl  thft-   , 
ezecatio^r  widow  and  five  children,  orphans  of  the  said  John  Mea-*^   , 
Soneofhis ^^"""^  are  rendered  destitute  of  the  means  of  sttppoift^ 
•wnslavet.  and  it  being  expedient  to  extend  grace  and  favour  td     ' 
direetedto   die  widpw  and  children  of  the  Wid  John  Meacom;  Be  '. 
hu'^^k*^  rftere/ore  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  shall  andbeii  '' 
^kUdbren.      hentl^  Teq[uired,  to  pay  the  money  arising  from  the 
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9^  of  tbe  cfstace  of  the  md  Joliii  Meacom  to  the  said 
Aa«i  Meacom  and  five  childreu,  in  the  following  pro- 
portions, that  is  to  say,  one  sixth  part  thereof  to  the 
said  Ami  M«u:om,  and  the  other  five  sixths  in  equal 
proportions  l»  the  children  of  the  said  John  Meaconii 
or  tm  such  person  or  persons  as  by  law  may  be  enti- 
tled ta  receive  it  for  them.  ^ 


CHAP.  IX. 


An  act  for  adding  part  of  the  county 
of  Augusta  to  the  county  of  Mo- 


nongalia. 


BJP  it  enacted^  That  all  that  part  of  the  county  of    Part  ofthe 

igQita,  uorth-west  of  the  line  that  divides  Augusta  5?""^^ 

from  Green  Brier  on  the  top  of  the  ridge,  that  divides  ^^J^  J^ 


Aoguitai,  uorth-west  of  the  line  that  divides  Augusta  5?""^^ 
from  Green  Brier  on  the  top  of  the  ridge,  that  divides  ^^J^  ^ 
tbe  waters  of  Green  Brier  from  those  of  Elk  and  Ty-  nongaim. 


ger^  valley,  and  with  that  ridge  to  the  ridge  that  di- 
vides the  waters  of  Potowmack  from  those  of  Cheat, 
and  wit))  the  same  to  the  line  that  divides  Augusta  and 
Rockltlgham,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  added 
to  mid  made  part  of  the  county  of  Monongalia.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be 
construed  to  hinder  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Au- 
gusta from  collecting  and  making  distress  for  any  pub- 
lick  dues  or  officers  fees  which  shall  remain  unpaid 
by  Ave  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  tifne  of  passing  this 
act;  but  such  sheriff  shall  have  the  same  power  to  col- 
lect and  distrain  for  such  dues  and  fees,  and  shall  be 
accountable  for  them  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act 
bad  never  been  made. 

Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  court  of  the  said 
county  of  Augusta,  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all  actiom 
and  suits  in  law  and  equity  which  shall  be  depending 
before  them,  and  shall  and  may  try  and  determine  aji 
such  actions  and  suits,  and  issue  process  and  award 
execution  thereon. 
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CHAP,  X. 

An  act  to  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of 
a  single  magistrate  in  certain  ca^ 

ses. 

of^lTSSliric'^     WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  assemblj  passed  in  the 
juiticcTeB-    y^r  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  eight,  es^ 
crtated,  in    tabiisbing  county  courts,   and  directing  the  roles  and 
th^d^^*^-  proceedings  therein,  it  b  enacted,  that  all  causes  under 
)J^^f  ^j^^/*  tvrenty  five  shillings  or  two  hundred  pounds  of  tobac- 
per  money.  CO,  are  cognizable  before  a  single  justice  of  the  peskce^ 
And  whereas  by  the  depreciation  of  fhe  paper  mmmey^ 
the  power  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  is  m  a  measure  done 
away,  and  creditors  must  be  deprived  of  many  of  their 
just  demands,  or  be  compelled  to  institute  ^mts  ia  the 
courts  of  law,  by  which  means  the  greater  part  of  the 
debt  will  be  expended  in.  the  prosecution  for  recovery 
thereof;  Be  ii  enmcied.  That  a  single,  jastkt  of  the 
peace  may  have  cogniiance  and  finally  dttarmiBtt  aoy 
cause  whatsoever,  where  the  sum  shall  not  eiceed  twe 
hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  or  the  vahie  therfof  mpo* 
per  money,  according  to  the  depreciatioo  or  pri^e^^ 
t<rf)aeco  from  time  to  time  settled  by  the  grand  jury  of 
the  general  court;  and  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  ie 
hereby  empowered  to  give  judgment  tor  any  siicIisimb 
as  above  mentioned,  and  may  award  execution  for  the 
same  against  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  debtor  or 
party  against  whom  such  judgment  shall  be  giveo^ 
which  shall  be  executed  and  returned  by  the  ihonff  or 
eonstable  to  whom  directed,  in  the  same  manner  as  ia 
other  cases  of  fieri  faeiae  are  to  be  executed  and  lo*. 
turned,  but  no  execution  shall  be  by  him  grantei 
against  the  body  of  the  defendant. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  Jot  establish^ 
ing  ix  Land  Office^  and  for  ascer^ 
taining  the  terms  and  manner  of 
granting  waste  and  unappropina- 

ted  lands. 

* 

WHEREAS  great  incoovenienctes  attend /the  me-  Dapnty  tur^ 
Ihod  of  appointing  depaty  surveyors,  as  the  laws  here-  veyora,hov 
tofore  have  directed.      For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  ^PP^*"**^ 
et^dcted  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly^  That  deputy  survey-     ^see  Oct 
ofK  tfiay  and  shall  be  appointed  in  manner  following,  1783,  e.  9S.) 
that  is  to  say.    The  principal  surveyor  of  any  county 
during  to  hm^e  one  or  more  deputy,  or  deputies  com* 
missioned,  -shall  recommend  such  person  or  persons  as 
hil^moy  think  -properly  qualified  for  the  office  to  the 
CDurrof  the  county  of  which  he  is  son^or.  The  court 
sl|ffU  theneupon  appoint  and  direct  one  ormore  fit  per- 
sons^ to^examine  into  the  capacity,  abilttyf  and  fitness  , 
of  tbeperson  or  persons  recommended  to  execute  such 
dffic^and  upon  a  certificate  of  such  examination,  and* 
libpoit-oftiie  capacity,  ability,  and  fitness  of  tlie  per- 
son  or  persons  so  Tecommended,  the  said  court  are* 
hiveby  empowered  and  directed  to  appoint  him  or  them 
t0JBECt  as  deputy  or  deputies,  for  whose  conduct  in  eiPe- 
ry^espect  touching  his^  office,  the  principal  surveyor. 
-  statH'fae  answerable.      And  all  deputiea  so  •appointed, 
shall;  J^rve  p^wer  and  authority  to  act  and  <k>  in  all 
tUngs,  and  to  every  intent  and  purpose  as  depaty  sur- 
v^yoh  heretofore  acted  by  law. 


Vol.  X.  U  a 
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CHAP.  XII. 

'?m]^^'  ^^^  ^^*  '^  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the 
titles  ofclaimers  to  unpatentediands 
under  the  present  and  former  go^ 
vernment^  previous  to  the  establish^ 
ment  of  the  commonwealth's  land 
oj^ce. 

jPrtMnblc.  ,  I.  WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  (his  present  gen^r 
ral  assembly,  that  from  the  ipclemency  of  the  wegitber 
during  (he  sittingof  the  coniniIssioiier» appointed  t^ 
acyosc  and  aettte  the  titles  of  cIsMiners  to  unpatetiie^ 
lands^  many  witnesses  were  prevented  from  attendiiig 
tfie  said  commissioners  and  the  parties  at  whose  vb& 
stance  they  were  summoned,  lost  the  benefit  of  dhm 
testimoby,  and  thereby  failed  to  support  their  claiau, 
Gftreait  d-  For  remedy  whereof  Ite  tl  tMLCiti^  That  it  shall  add 
lowed  a-  giay  be  lawful  for  any  person,  his  or  her  heirs  or  as» 
judrn^of  **8"*'  aggrieved  or  injured  by  the  determination  of  the 
the^lmmls-  said  commissioners,  to  enter  a  caveat  against  a  grattf 
sloners.  thereupon,  until  the  matter  shall  be  heard  before  the 
general  conr^  and  that  any  person  or  persons  wbo  nmr 
hereafter  ia  like  manner  be  aggrieved  by  the  delenm- 
nation  of  any  commissibnets  who  shall  «t  for  the  pur- 
(lose  aforeteid,  ahall!  be  entitled  to  the  sa^ie  jOKidk  of 
redresa  as  above  mentioned,  and  may  petition  thasutf 
court  to  have  his  or  her  claim  considered,  aid  Hpim 
its  b^ing  proved  that  he  or  she  laboured  under  sudi 
disability  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  said  com- 
missioners thereupon;  the  court  shall  grant  him  or  ber 
a  hearing  in  a  summary  way,  and  if  it  shall  appesdr 
that  the  petitioners  claim  is  just,  the  court  may  reve^ 
the  former  determination  and  order  a  grant  to  issue  fiir 
such  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  person  to  #WlBi 
they  shall  adjudge  the  same,  on  the  terms  preserilM 
by  ^n  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  adjustipg  and  'setlBflg 
the  titles  ofclaimers  io  unpatented  lands' under  t&epte- 
sent  and  former  government,  previous  to  UietMblw* 
ment  of  the  commonwelsilth's  land  office.**      *  *'    '  ^  ' 
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II.  And  whereas  the  aUowance  made  to  camtnii-    -._^.      , 

.       .  .       ,       Further  al* 

sioners  who  are  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  lowmnce  to 


abovementioned  act,  and  to  the  surveyors,  sberifis,  and  co 
clerks  attending  the  same,  are  now  insafficienu  For  tnMd  at* 
tamedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacie^^  That  each  coqamU-  *«"««*^  . 
simer  for  every  day  he  shall  be  necessarily  employed 
in  going  to,  attending  on,  and  retiu'ning  from  the  bu- 
siness of  his  office,  shall  receive  thirty  pounds;  the  sur- 
veyor twelve  ppunds;  and  the  sheriff  eight  pounds,  in 
lieti  of  the  allowance  forqaerly  provided. 

HI.  And  whereas  the  expense  of  carrying  the  said 
act  into  execution  wiU  be  greatly  increased,  and  it  is  Tax  on  nti- 
reasonable  and  just  that  the  greatest  part  of  such  ex-  ^^^  raited. 
Dense  should  be  defrayed  by  the  persons  who  are  to 
be  benefited  by  the  same,  Be  ii  farther  euacted^  That 
for  every  hundred  acres  of  land  contained  within  the 
certificates  to  be  granted  by  the  commissioner^,  the 
party  receiving  the  same  shall  pay  five  doUars  to  the 
commissioners,  besides  a  fee  of  twenty  shillings  for  each 
certificate  to  the  clerk. 


CHAP.  xni. 

^n  dct  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
net  to  amend  the  several  acts  of  as- 
sembly respecting  the  inspection  of 
tobacco. 

..    WHEREAS  the  allowance  to  inspectors  hath  been   Salaries  aad 
found  inadequate  to  their  trouble;  Be  it  therefore  enact*  allowancea 
ei^  That  instead  of  the  allowance  heretofore  made  by  ?J  "^5*^ 
law  to  inspectors  for  inspecting  tobacco,  they  shall  be  bacoo  eii. 
allowed  and  paid  the  following  salaries,  to  commence  creased, 
irom  the  tenth  day  of  October  last  past,  that  is  to  say, 
to  each  of  the  inspector's  at  Guilford's  and  Pungo- 
teague  under  one  inspection  3500,  at  Roy's  5000,  at 
Kennpn's  3000,  at  Boiling's  point  6000,  at  Bolling- 
brooke  6000,  at  Cedar  Point  6000,  at  Hobb's  Hole 
3000,  at  Bowler's  3000,  at  Layton's  3000,  at  Colche^ 
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ter  4600,  at  Alexandria  4000,  at  the  falls  ofPotow- 
roack  3000,  at  Poropotank  3000,  at  Deacon's  neck 
3500,  at  Crotchfield's  5000,  at  Page's  5000,  at  War- 
wick 5000,  ar  Rocky  Ridge  7000,  at  Osborne's  600«, 
at  John  Boiling's  4500,  at  Byrd's  7000,  at  Shockoe's 
7000,  at  Smithfield  3000,  at  Shepherd's  8000,  at  Maa- 
tapike  and  Frazer's  nnder  one  inspection  "3000,  at 
Todd's  and  Aylett's  under  one  inspection  4500^  aC 
Boyd's  Hole  3500,  at  Falmouth  5000,  at  Dixon's 
\  5000,  at  Gibson's  3000,  at  Davis's  3000,  at  north  Wy- 

comico  and  south  Wycomico  under  one  inspectkm 
3000.  at  Indian  creek  3000,  at  Deep  creek  3000,  a€ 
Urbanna  3000,  at  Milner's  3000,  at  Sooth  Quay  4060, 
at  Cherrystone's  and  Hongar's  under  one  inspectioh 
2500,  at  Littlepage's  3000,  at  the  Brick  House  3000, 
at  Coan's  3000,  at  Boyd's  6000^  at  Davis's  in  the  town 
of  Blandford  6000,  at  Blandford  6000,  at  QuaiiticD 
5500,  at  Ehirofries  5500,  at  Cat  Point  3000,  at  Totos;^ 
key  3500,  at  Cabin  Point  4000,  arGray's  creek  3500^ 
.  at  Aquia  3500,  at  Fredericksburg  5000,  at  ReystOQ*^ 
5000,  at  Denbeigh  2500,  at  Nomony  3000,  at  LeeiTs 
and  Mattox  under  one  inspection  4000,  at  Yocotnico 
and  Rust's  under  one  inspection  4000,  at  the  capital 
and  college  landings  under  one  inspection  3000,  at 
Roe's  2500  pounds  of  crop  tobacco. 

wfnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  Th^t  there  shall  be  paid 
to  the  inspectors  at  each  of  the  said  warehouses  thirty 
four  pounds  of  tobacco  for  every  hogshead  of  tobacco 
by  them  inspected,  in  lieu  of  the  former  allowance,  to 
be  paid  by  the  owner  at  the  time  of  receiving  and  in- 
specting the  same;  and  the  inspectors  at  each  ware- 
house shall  in  lieu  of  the  allowance  now  by  law  given 
for  storage,  pay  to  the  proprietor  thereof  six  poiinds 
of  tobacco  for  each  hogshead  %q  received  and  inspect- 
ed, and  for  all  tobacco  lying  more  than  twelve  months 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  pounds  of  tobacco  a  year  for  each 
hogshead,  to  be  paid  by  the  shipper,  there  shall  also 
be  paid  to  the  inspectors  at  each  warehouse  twenty  - 
Are  pounds  of  tobacco  for  every  hogshead  repriscdi 
for  repricing  and  finding  nails,  to  be  paid  by  the-fifD* 
prietor,  and  twenty  five  pounds  of  tobacco  for  e^erfi 
hogshead  prised  np  and  exchanged  for  aransfarvMles  . 
and  finding  nails,  to  the  use  of  the  inspectors^  w  Kei 
of' the  tobacco  dii^ected  to  be  paid  for  the  said' 8«rvft6et 
^^e  aiajentiiied'  *^  An  act  la  amend  the  several"  actt. 
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of  ass^bly  respecting  tbe  inspectioii  oflobacco,'*  and 
that  the  said  tobacco  shall  be  paid  for  in  money  at 
SQch  rate  as  the  grand  jury  esthnated  the  same  at  the 
fatst  October  genera)  court  until  March  court  next,  at 
whkh  time  the  grand  jury  shall  estimate  the  curreot. 
price  of  crop  tobacco,  at  which  rate  the  tobacco  here- 
m  respectively  mentioned  shall  be  paid. 

•jnd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  from  and  after  the  Cary*8  ware- 
passing  of  this  act,  the  inspection  called  Cary's  shall  house  dit- 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  discontinued,  and  the  pre-  ^'**i'*^®^' 
setir  inspectors  at  the  said  warehouse  are  hereby  di- 
rected tu  deliver  on  o«ith  a  list  of  all  such  tobaeco  as 
remains  in  the  said  wareliouse  to  the  inspectors  at 
Rocky  Ridge  inspection,  who  are  hereby  directed  to 
give  a  receipt  for  the  same  and  to  take  the  said  tobac- 
co under  their  cure,  and  in  case  of  loss  after  such  re- 
ceipt given,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  as  for  tobacco 
lost  from  the  warehouse  where  they  are  inspectors,  and 
8bali  deliver  the  same  when  demanded,  and  take  and 
receive  of  the  shippers  such  fees  as  by  law  are  due  on 
tobacco  shipped  from  other  inspections,  and  account 
for  tiie  satne  as  by  law  directed,  ^nd  be  it  enacted^ 
That  this  act  together  with  all  other  acts  heretofore 
passed  relative  to  the  inspection  of  tobacco,  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  last  day  of  November  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  aad  eighty  one. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Ait  act  to  amend  the  act  for  giving 
Jliriher  time  to  delinquent  counties 
-  to  pay  their  specific  tax- 

•WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  assembly  entitled  "An  Furihcnirae 
act  for  laying  a  tax  payable  in  certain  ennmerated  allowed  to 
oevBBSodities,''  every  tithable  within  this   common-  P*y  specific 
wesdcb  \%  chargeable  with  certain  specific  comraodi-  ^^' 
ties,  payable  on  or  before  die  thirty  first  day  of  Mansfa 
Mst,  and  the  time  for  payment  of  the  aforesaid  tax,  was 
by  MSL  act  passed  at  the  W  sesrion  extended  to  thefirst 
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(lay^tif  October  last,  ivMch  said  axsi  not  b^ng  pffooiiri^ 
gated,  and  (rofa  dther  causes  the  said  tax  haft  been  pair* 
tiaHy  collected.  For- remedy  wiiereof,  Be  it  enai»A 
That  every  delinquent  ef  tlie  said  tax  due  on  or.befiNK 
the  first  day  of  October  last,  pay  or  deliver  lo  the  ccm* 
Biissary  of  their  respective  districts  on  or  before  tka 
first  day  of  March  neau  ensuing/  Ae  specific  oommo- 
dities  due  as  aforesaid^  which  being  paid,  the  said  c<»i»- 
tei^ar/s  receipt  shall  be  ^  discharge;  otherwise  Ibe 
cooittissioners  shall  immediately  assess  the  value*  of 
such  commodities  due,  and  direct  their  respective  «ber» 
ifis  fQ  proceed  to  collecting  as  by  the  said  r«cite4«ttot 
is  directed.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  thetwn* 
mhsioners  who  were  chosen  in  the  months  of  Ajigaal, 
September,  or  October  last,  carry  this  act  into  eximiH 
tton. 


CHAP.  XV.  ' 

[Chan-Bev.  Ah  acjL  foT  the  move  effectual  colteth 
p-^^2.J  ^j^^  ^j  taxe^  andpuhlick  dues. 

Preamble.      I-  WHEREAS  it  hath  been  found  by  expertence 

that  an  alteration  is  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  audi* 

tors  office,  ahd  that  a  solicitor  or  superintendsml  t£ 

accounts  should  be  appointed  for  the  more  fully  caK- 

ing  to  account  all  persons  indebted  to  the  poblicfc,  Bt 

SoQcitor  1^-  it  iherrfore  enacted.  That  a  person  be  chosen  by  joi«t 

^^P|  X       ballot  of  both  houses  of  assembly,  to  act  as  solicitet 

^^*   ®  general  and  to  be  exempt  from  militia  duty;>  and  lo 

continue  in  office  until  removed  by  the  govemoorwidi 

advice  of  council,  or  by  joint  vote  of  both  hOuseSj  and 

in  case  of  death  or  resignation,  that  the  govemour  and 

council  during  the  recess  of  die  assemUy  %e  eia|p#r* 

^red  to  appoint  eome  other  fit  and  aUe  persbn  41^  act 

h)  his  stead  until  liie  end  of  die  next  general  asseiuMgN 

His  oativ       The  selicttor  so  iqapoimed,  shall  not  be  «Me  lioiMI  ^or 

berfi)rm  any  of  die  ditties  of  hi^  office  until  ^l;|laH 

have  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  commoMMUb, 

and  also  ^  oatii  inipardally  aod  l&onesiIy-tO'eKec«l^ 
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ht9  doty,  which  oftih$  sbail  be  taken  duvhig  die  'titAag 
of  the  iioiKMirabte  gwerai  court  before  the  said  ceiirV 
nM  during  iheir  vacation  before  some  judge  thereof^ 
wbefere  uny  county  court  lirithin  this  comnumwealtby 
and*  be  entered  of  record,  any  judge  of  tlie  general 
eoiltrf  administering  such  oatli  to  certify  the  same  to 
MstiMM  couift  in  prder  that  the  stone  may  be  recorded, 
mtid  a  ^certificate  sball  be  given  to  the  person  so  qual« 
ifi^  by  the  judge  or  the  clerk  of  such  court  before 
artion»  the  Said  oaths  may  be  taken.    The  said  solid* 
tor  iMMediaitety  on  his  qualifying  as  aforesaid,  is  here-  ^^  ^^' 
hy  atttbomed  and  empowered  to  examine  from  time 
te^lMtfe  the  books  of  accounts  kept  by  the  board  of  aiH 
dtors^  and  to  compare  the  same  with  dmr  vouchers^ 
to  9^0  that  all  monies  to  be  paid  by  their  warrantB  are 
entered  and  charged  to  the  proper  accounts  therefeKy 
at  la  the  persons  properly  chargeable  therewith  and 
that  the  taxes  levied  be  also  credited  to  their  respective 
and  pfoper  account?,  keeping  all  taxes  raised  *under 
any  of^e  law  separate  and  apart  from  the  other.    To 
catii^  ft  cerrect  list  of  all  balances  due  either  to  or  from 
the  publidk  to  be  stated  together  with  the  amount  of 
the  several  taxes,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  general 
assembly  at  the  firat  meeting  of  every  session.     To 
sfiye  anA  prepare  in  a  regular  Inanner  accounts  against 
^l^xiaidiiv^y  persons  indebted  to  thepuUicky  on  mo* 
tiies  advanced  them  for  any  purpose,  and  failing  to  ac- 
coufn  with  the  auditors  therefor  in  dae  and  reasonable 
time  and  attend  the  attorney  general  therewith  and 
with  ^ch  voucliers  as  the  s^ud  attorney  may  think  ne- 
cessary*     Also  to  state 'accounts  for  money  or  other 
publick'  property  against  all  publick  officers  of  every 
denominaWn  indebted  to  the  publick,  especially  against 
sheriffs,  escheators,  clerks,  inspectors,  commissariea, 
quarter-masters,  keepers  of  publick  stores,  paymasters, 
daval  officers,  county  lieutenants,  or  recniiting  officertf 
either  in  the  land  or  sea  service,  to  collect  the  vouch* 
ers  Vikewise  necessary  to  prove  their  accounts,  and  at- 
tend the  attorney  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  judg^ 
oieals  ibereon  ^t  such  times  as  are  already  or  may 
here^fief  be  directed  by  law  for  .the  more  speedy  re- 
covery ^f -money  in  their  hands  doe  to  the  publick. 

II.  lAod  fot  the  more  efiectoally  obtsuning  tnat  end,     liotiMtt  t- 
JBt  it  matted,  That  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  f^|,^ 
attorney  general  te  move  for  jt|4gmeiit8  en  tmy  day 
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dttrit%  tke  setting  of  the  general  or  oyer  courts  agatiht 
miy^persoti -or  persons  indebted  lo  the  publick.    The 
soUcftor  hereby  appointed  is  also  farther  authorbed 
^nd  required  to  state  and  enter  into  tiie  audftorsbooiss, 
the  amount  of  all  judgmei>ts  that  may  be  obtained,  to- 
gether with  tlie  damages  and  costs,  that  th^  same  may 
be-cbarged  lo  the  proper  account  of  the  person  againtt 
whom  a  Judgment  has  been  entered,  and  th^renpon  Ip 
issue  executions  and  send  the  same  b^  express  to  file 
sheriff  or  coroner,  the  charge  of  which  express,  as  well 
as  of  giving  notice  being  firFt  paid  by  the  publick,  to 
be  recovered  of  the  person  against  whom  such  ereoo- 
tion  issued,  by  motion  in  the  general  or  county  codrt 
The  solicitor  is  also  directed  to  attend  to  the  stating 
and  adjusting  in  a  proper  book  or  books  for  that  pof- 
pose  to  be  provided  at  publick  expense,  all  accotmts 
for  monies  heretofore  advanced  to  sundry  persons  be- 
fore the  establisliment  of  the  auditors  board,  and  ttiB 
remaining  unsettled  and  unaccoimted  for,  and  tg  charge 
on  all  such  debts  that  may  appear  due,  depreciatitHi; 
regulating  himself  by  the  price  of  tobacco  at  the  time 
of  advance,  from  the  best  information  he  can  procure, 
and  the  price  of  tobacco  at  the  time  of  payment  agree- 
able to  the  valuation  of  the  grand  jury. .  And  for  Ae 
more  effectually  settling  the  accounts  of  the  publick, 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  auditors  board,  the 
said  solicitor  is  empowered  to  inspect  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  committee  of  safety,  the  council  of  state, 
the  treasury  office,  and  the  navy  board,  and  to  collect 
all  papers  and  voucher.*^  necessary  for  the  recovery  of 
the  said  money,  and  also  to  sCiperintend  the  stating  of 
the  continental  account  both  past  and  future,  the  col- 
lection of  the  vouchers  necessary  for  the  support  there- 
of, and  direct  the  mode  most  proper  for  the  adjusting 
To  take  ad.  the  same.      And  the  said  solicitor  is  directed  in  all 

vice  of  the    doubtful  matters  of  law,  to  require  counsel  o(  the  at" 

nenll?^'^  ^^'  ^^*  "^^  general,  and  when  farther  assistance  in  the  pro* 

secution  of  his  duty  is  necessary  to  employ  oneor  mo»e 

To  appoint  clerks,  who  shall  be  allowed  for  their  services  whattfct 

%  clerk.         solicitor  and  any  two  of  the  auditors  shall  think  piro* 
per,  so  that  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  salaries  gi- 
ven by  law  to  the  clerk^  of  the  auditors,  to  be  paid  by 
,  .  '^  tlie. treasurer  on  warrant  from  the  auditqrs.     And ^ 

iM^mp^"^  the  service?  of  the  solicitor,  he  shall  be  aHo^^ed  an* 
paid  ott^  of  llie  pi^blick  treasury  in  quarterly  paymentt 
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l^warcant  from  the  aodttors,  thirty  thousand  pounds 
tf^to^s^o,  to  be  estimated  in  the  same  manner  a&di* 
rected  by  the  act  of  assembly  '*  For  grving  more  per- 
iaanent  salaries  to  the  governour,  the  cotincil,  and  the 
other  officers  of  state." 

lU,  And  whereas  great  delays  in  collecting  the  mo<^    Penal^  on 
oey,  arise  from  the  commissioners  failing  to  return  the  county 
connty  assessments  to  the  auditors  office  in  due  time,  roiasiwi«Sr' 
and  by  the  remissness  of  county  courts  and  assessors  and  ttna- 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  respectively,  Be  U  enact'-  son,  e»- 
<[(2,,That  the  justices  of  every  county  failing  either  to  **«•«*. 
appoint  commissioners  in  cases  directed  by  law,  or  ne* 
glectiog  their  duty  in  any  other  respect  as  directed  by 
^  several  acts  of  assembly  for  appointing  commis* 
uoners  and  prescribing  their  duty,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
myi  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  each.     The  commis- 
sioners iatling  in  their  duty  as  required  by  the  said 
aets«  shall  forfeit  and  pay  ten  thousand  pounds  of  to- 
bacco each^  and  the  assessors  tailing  or  refiisiixg  to 
Iparform  their  duty  as  required  by  the  said  acts,  shall 
eacb-of  them  forfeit  and  pay- five< thousand  pounds  of 
tobacca 


CHAP.  XVI. 

J/*  «c<  declaring  what  shall  be  a  laW'-  [Chan.BcT. 
ful  marriage.  ^^sVeMay 

1783,  ch.  35. 
•I..  FOR  encouraging  marriages  and  for  removing 
doubts  concerning  the  validity  of  marriages  celebrated  cckbrate^^ 
foy  aiinbters,  other  than  the  church  of  England,  Be  it  rites  of  ma. 
enacted  by  the-  General  Jissembly^    That  it  shall  and  trimony. 
o^ay  be  lawful  for  any  minister  of  any  society  or  con- 
gregatipo  of  christians,  and  for  the  society  of  christians 
caUed  quakers  and  menonists,  to  celebrate  the  rights 
ol  >natrimony,  and  to  join  together  as  man  and  wife,  Former  mav*' 
those  who  may  apply  to  them  agreeable  to  the  rules  ^f9^  by 
aadiitsagQ  of  the  respective  societies  to  which  the  par-  ^jJJJ^^ 
ties  tO'b^  married  respectively  beiongi  aad  so^h  mar*  eonfimcd. 
Vol.  X.  V  2 
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riage  as  wdl  as  those  beretofere  celebrated  by  dissent- 
ing ministers,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared 
good  and  valid  in  law. 
Exception     11*  Provided  alwaySf  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and 
in  cues  of     meaning  of  this  act  that  nothing  herein  before  contaln- 
incert.         ^  gijg^ii  gxt^ud  Qf  be  construed  to  extend  to  confirm 
^  any  marriages  heretofore  celebrated,  or  hereafter  to  be 

celebrated  between  parues  within  the  degrees  of  affini« 
No  Bvmcrkge  ty  Of  consanquintty  forbidden  by  law     Provided  alsc^ 
(<sx«eptbc.  that  DO  persons  except  the  people  called  qaakers  aad 
twedk^an*-  menonists,  shall  hereafter  be  joined  together  as  mtn 
noniJu)  but'  8«id  wife,  without  lawful  license  first  had,  or  thHc^  pub- 
on  licence    licatjon  of  banns  in  the  respective  parishes,  or  congre- 
or  pubiicA-  gations  where  the  parties  to  be  married  may  severally 
*'^"®*^^*'^  reside,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  an  act  of  assem- 
bly passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hokidred 
and  forty  eight,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  marria- 
ges."   rromdedf  That  the  license  so  obtained  may  be 
directed  to  any  regular  minbter  that  the  parties  to  be 
Penalty.        married  may  require^     Every  minister  of  any  societf 
or  congregation,  not  of  the  church  of  England,  offena- 
ing  against  the  directions  of  the  said  act  concerning 
marriages,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  pains  and  pen- 
alties in  cases  of  omission  or  neglect  as  by  the  said 
recited  act  are  imposed  upon  ministers  of  the  church 
of  England. 
Pees.  Ill*  ^f^  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  instead  of  the 

fees  prescribed  by  the  said  recited  act,  the  several  min- 
isters may  demand  and  receive  for  the  celebration  of 
every  marriage,  twenty  five  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  no 
more,  to  be  paid  in  current  money  at  the  rate  which 
shall  be  settled  by  the  grand  jury  at  the  term  of  the 
general  court  next  preceding  such  marriage. 
Certificates     IV.  And  that  a  register  of  all  marriages  may  be  pre- 
tobTretwn!  »^^^»  ^«  **<  enacted^  That  a  certificate  of  every  mar- 
ed  to  the  ^^'  "3ig^  hereafter  to  be  solemnized  signed  by  the  mtdisler 
clerk  of  the  celebrating  the  same,  or  in  the  case  of  quakeis,  by  the 
c®^^^'®- clerk  of  the  meeting,  shall  be  by  such  minister  or 
corded.        ^icrk,  as  the  case  may  be  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of 
the  county  wherein  the  marriage  is  solemnixed,  witi&i 
tliree  months  tbereailer,  to  be  entered  upon  record  by 
such  clerk,  in  a  book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that  ^-' 
pose,  which  sliall  be  evidence  of  such  marriage*    The 
clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  and  demand  of;  the 
party  «o  maiTied,  ten  pounds  of  tobacco  for  recording 
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^f^  ^TfifiwtB.    And  be  U  farther  macttd^Tii^X^f^    Pennon 

Cjr  minister  or  clerk  of  a  quaker's  or  menonist's  «nect-  ^^jniJ^^/^, 

ing,  as  the  case  may  be,  failing  to  transmit  such,  certi-. clerk  of  qua. 

'fii^fe  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  due  time,  shall  forfeit  ^'j*^®*^ 

and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  reco-  J^^Bit* 

v&;ed  with  costs  of  suit  by  the  informer  in  any  court  ceitiileatei. 

of  riecord.     This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force 

frpin  aod  after  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 

oar  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightj^  one. 

.  ,  V.  For  carrying  this  act  into  execution,  Sc  it  far-         County 

ih^  enacted^  That  the  courts  of  the  different  counties  coiirt«  toli- 

stoili  aod  ^re  hereby  authorized  on  recommendation  ggn^^jfJIJ-n, 

ifom.  the  eiders  of  the  several  religious  sect«,  to  graot  isterstom^r- 

Ucense  to  dissenting  ministers  of  the  gospel,  not  ex- ry,  not  ex- 

ceedijDff  the  number  of  four  of  each  sea  in  any  one  ceedingfour 

^         «   .  'i       •     ■    ■  .  of  one  seel. 

QOanty,  to  join  together  in  holy  xnalnmony,  any  per- 

^oos  within  their  counties  only;  which  license  shall  be 

signed  by  the  judge  or  elder  magistrate  under  his  hand 

^nd  seal.  , 


CHAR  XVII. 

An  <i€t  jor  dividing  the  county  of 
Brunswick  into  two  distiiict  coun- 
ties. 

.    PE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  from     Brunswick 
and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  the  county  of  oounty  divi- 
Brunswick  shall  be  divided  into  two  distinct  counties,  Q^J^'en^'Jiiie 
ty.a  tine  to  begin  two  miles  above  Chapman's  ford  on  formed. 
Blajnerrin  river,  and  nmaing  a  due  south  course  to  the 
boundary  line  between  this  state  and  North  Carolina,  Boundaries. 
and  from  the  station  aforesaid  by  another  line  doe  north 
Aa  Nottoway  river,  and  that  all  that  part  of  the  said 
coupty  lying  eastward  of  the  said  line,  shall  be  called 
.^and  knowp  by  the  name  of  Greensville,  and  all  the  re- 
sidue of  the  said  county  shall  retain  the  name  of  Brons- 
wick.  That  a  court  for  the  said  county  of  Greensville,  q^^^  ^ 
shall  be  held  by  the  justices  thereof  on  the  fourth 
Thursday  in  every  month  aher  the  said  division  shall 
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take  plact^  io  such  manner  as  is  provided  ^y  law  for 
other  cMtitiet,  and  shall  be  by  their  commissions  di- 
rected. 

^nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  justices  to  be 
named  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  said  coun- 
ty of  Greensville,  shall  meet  at  Mix's  ford  in  the  said 
county  upon  the  first  court  day  after  the  said  division 
shall  take  place,  and  having  taken  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  law,  and  administered  the  oath  of  office  to,  and  ta- 
ken bond  of  the  sheriff  according  to  law,  proceed  to 
appoint  and  qualify  a  clerk,  and  fix  upon  a  pli^ce  for 
holding  courts  in  the  said  county, .  at  or  as  n^r  t^ 
centre  thereof  as  the  situation  and  convenience  will  ad- 
roit of;  and  the  court  of  the  said  county  shall  thence^ 
'forth  proceed  to  erect  the  necessary  publick  buildings 
at  such  place,  and  uiuil  such  buildings  be  cdntpfeted, 
to  appoint  any  place  for  holding  courts  ^$  they  shall 
think  fit. 

Provided  always,  That  the  appointment  of  a  place 
for  holding  court,  and  of  a  clerk,  shall  not  be  made 
unless  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  the  said  coanty  be 
present.  Where  such  majority  shall  have  been  pfe- 
vented  (fom  attending  by  bad  weather,  or  their  being 
at  the  time  out  of  the  county;  but  in  such  cases  the  apr 
pointments  shall  be  postponed  until  some  court  d^^ 
when  a  majority  shall  be  present.  That  the  governoar 
with  advice  of  the  council,  shall  appoints  person  to  Ik 
first  sheriff  ol  the  said  county,  who  s|iall  contiiwe  lis 
office  during  the  term,  and  upon  the  same  conditkNtf 
as  is  by  law  appointed  for  other  sheriffs.  Provided  d^ 
ways,  and  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawfri 
for  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Brunswick,  to  col- 
lect and  make  distress  for  any  publick  dues  or  officers 
fees  which  shall  remain  unpaid  by  the  inhabitants  thero- 
of  at  the  timcsuch  division  sholl  take  place,  and^hatl 
also  be  accountable  for  the  same  in  like  manner  as  if 
this  act  had  not  been  made..  And  that  the  conrf  of  the 
said  county  of  Brunswick  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  aM 
actions  and  suits  in  law  or  equity  which  shall  be  dfr 
pending  before  them  at  the  time  of  tlie  said  divisioo, 
and  shall  try  and  determine  the  same,  and  issue  pi* 
cess  and  award  execution  thereon.  • 
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r    -^  CHAP.  XVIIL 

*    An  act  for  establishing  several  pub-  ic^  Her. 
a       Jtck  Jerries  and  duconliniiiTig  a^'*   ' 
»      former  one. 

1'       4.  B£  tt  enopc/ed  5y  <Ae  Oeneral  AsstmUy^  That  the  Batte't  ftttj 
to    ferry  ertaWished  from  the  land  of  the  late  Henry  Batte,  diicontmu^ 
br     in  the  county  of  Henrico  to  the  land  of  the  late  Alex- 
k     ander  Boiling,  in  the  county  of  Prince  George,  be  dis- 

continaed,  and  that  publick  ferries  be  constantly  kept  g^y^ygj  u^»^ 
at  the  following  places,  and  the  rates  for  passing  the  ferriei.  and 
wane  shall  be  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  From  the  land  the  rates  of 
of  John  Fox  in  the  counly  of  Gloucester,  across  York  f«^*^' 
river,  to  the  land  formerly  the  property  of.  John  Tabb 
on  the  opposite  shore;  the  price  for  a  man  seven  dol- 
lars, and  for  a  liorse  the  same;  from  the  upper  end  of 
tti&  land  of  Thomas  Batte  the  younger,  in  the  county 
of  Gheftterfield,  across  Appamattox  river;  to  the  lot  oif 
land  the  property  of  William  Gilliam,  in  the  town  of 
Broadway  artd  cotinty  of  Prince  George;  and  from  the 
lot  of  land  of  the  sard  William  Gilliam,  to  the  lands  cS 
f}ie  ^i4  Thomas  Batte;  the  price  for  a  man  two  Aot- 
lars,  and  for  a  horse  the  same;  ffom  the  lands  of  Lan- 
don*Carter,  in  the  county  of  Culpeper,  across  Rapa- 
imniUKk*  river,  at  Norman's  ford;  the  price  for  a  mim 
two  dollars,  and  for  a  horse  the  same;  and  from  the 
lands  €>f  David  Ross,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  across 
Atmes  river  at  the  mouth  of  Archer's  creek,  to  the 
bnds  of  Robert  Boiling,  deceased;  the  price  for  a  mao 
one  doltat*,  and  for  a  horse  the  same,  and  for  the  tran- 
^ortafion  of  wheel  carriages,  tobacco,  cattle,  and  other 
l^east^  at  the  ferries  aforesaid;  the  ferry  keeper  may 
demand  and  take  the  following  rates,  that'is  to  say: 
For  every  coach,  charriot,  or  waggon  and  the  driver 
thereof,  the  same  as  for  six  horses.     For  every  cart,  or 
four  wheeled  chaise,  or  chair,  the  same  as  for  two  hor«  . 
«s;  for  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  as  for  one  horse; 
finr  every  head  of  nett  cattle,  as  for  one  horse;  for  eve- 
ry sheep,  goat,  or  lamb,  one  fifth  part  of  the  ferriage 
of  one  horse,  and  for  every  hog,  one  fourth  part  of  the 
ferriage  for  a  horse,  according  to  the  prices  herein  be- 
fbns  settled  at  such  ferries;  and  if  any  ferry-keeper  shall 
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presame  to  demand  and  receive  from  any  person  what- 
orer  ^UkH^'  soever,  any  greater  rates  than  is  iiereby  allowed,  h» 
lag,  ^^'  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  party 
grieved,  the  ferriage  demanded  or  received,  and^ten 
shillings,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  before  a  justice^  ^ 
the  peace  viiiere  the  offence  shall  be  committed* 


CHAP.  XIX. 

An  ad  for  di^olmng  the  vestry  of  the 
perish  of  Albemarle  in  the  counly 
of  Smsex. 

Vestry  of  WHSREAS  it  is  represented  to  the  general  asseai* 
pftrishof  Al«  i^iy^  thjii  only  one  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Alb^ 
comity  ^of*  niarle  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  was  elected  by  theiree^ 
Soisex  dts-  holders  and  housekeepers  thereof,  Be  it  thtrtfortenafi^ 
solved.  td  by  the  Oenerai  Assembly,  That  the  ^ame  shall  h$ 

and  is  hereby  dissolved.  And  be  it  farther  emoctflil, 
That  the  freeholders  and  housekeepers  of  the  said  pa* 
rish  of  Albemarle  i^halL,  before  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  meet  at  some  convenient  time  and  place  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  publickly  advertised  by  the  sheriff  of  Aa 
said  county  of  Sussex,  at  least  one  month  befiure  such 
meeting,  and  then  and  there  elect  twelve  of  the  most 
able  and  discreet  persons,  being  freeholders  and  resi^ 
dent  in  the  said  parish,  for  vestry-men,  which  vestiy* 
men  so  elected,  having  in  the  court  of  the  ssud  goaihU^ 
of  Sussex  taken  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  and  m 
vestry  subscribed  to  be  confornfable  to  the  doctrine  «Dd 
discipline  of  the  church  of  England,  shall,  to  all  tnteal$ 
and  purposes,  be  deemed  and.  taken  to  be  the  vestry  of 
the  said  parish  of  Albemarle. 

Provided^  That  any  suit  now  depending,  or  hereaff 
let  to  be  brought  by  or  against  the  vestry  or  churcb- 
wardens  ^f  the  said  parish^  may  be  prosecuted  in  the 
flame  manner  a$  if  this  act  had  never  been  laade. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

An  act  to  empower  the  court  of  Green^ 
brier  county  to  have  a  waggon  road 
opened  from  their  courthouse  to  the 
eastern  waters. 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  geoeraJ  assem-       Court  «C 
hly,  that  llie  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier  Greenbrier 
labour  under  very  great  inconveniences  for  want  of  a  thari2<rto 
waggon  road  from  their  courthouse  through  the  mouii- ii^Te  a  w^* 
tains  to  some  place  on  the  eastern  waters,  from  whence  gon  roaio- 
there  is  a  waggon  road  to  the  town  of  Richmond,  that^*i^*^^ 
such  a  road  would  not  only  be  very  beneficial  and  con-  \^f^^  to  the 
venient  to  the  said  inhabitants,  but  of  great  publick  eattem  wa- 
utility,  and  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  expense  of  *•"** 
viewing  and  clearing  ^e  same;  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  General  Assembly^  Tjiat  the  justices  of  the  said 
county  of  Greenbrier,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shallhave 
ItiH  power  to  appoint  three  or  more  proper  persons, 
who  being  first  sworn  to  view  and  mark  a  wa/  test  a 
waggon  road  from  Greenbrier  courthouse  to  the  Warm 
Springs,  ov  to  the  waggon  road  at  the  mouth  of  tlte 
Cow  Jrasture  river,  whichever  the  said  commissioners 
shall  think  the  nearest  and  best  way,  a  report  of  which 
being  returned  to  and  approved  of  by  the  said  court  of 
Greenbrier,  they,  or  a  majority  of  them  are  empower- 
ed to  employ  a  person  or  persons  to  clear  and  open  the 
same  agreeable  to  the  said  report,  upon  the  best  terms 
they  can,  the  expense  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  tax  for  the  county  for  the  next 
year,  who  shall  proportion  the  same  amongst  the  owit- 
ers  of  property  in  tiie  said  county,  according  to  the  va- 
Fue  of  their  respeciive  estates,  agreeable  to  the  assess- 
ment made  in  October  1780,  which  shall  be  collected 
by  the  sherifl'  in  the  same  manner  as  the  last  payment 
of  the  tax  for  the  same  year.     Provided  always^  That 
the  said  inhabitants  shall  have  the  alternative  of  paying 
the  said  tax  in  money  or  clean  merchantable  hemp,  to 
he  delivered  at  the  courthouse  of  the  said  county  of 
Greenbrier,  to  whatever  person  the  sherifi*oi^  collector 
may  appoint  to  receive  it,  according  to  the  price  of 
hemp  at  Richmond,  allowing  a  deduction  for  carriage. 
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And  pro vitted  also,  that  no  distress  fbr  the  said  lex  ^adl 
be  made  before  the  first  day  of  March  one  thoussad 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  two.  -  ^       -^ 

And  be  itfarthtr  enacted,  That  the  afoResaid  count 
ty  court  of  Greenbrier  shall  have  fall  power  to  kwy 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  from  time  to  time,  as  mH 
h^  necessary  to  keep  the  said  road  in  repaur,  the  cx^* 
pen€ie  of  which  to  be  levied  and  collected  jas  abo^pe- 
piei^tioned. 


164. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

iCKan  rtcv.  -^^*  ^^^  to  amend  an  act  entitied  ^tp 
p-  i34.i  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  A^ 

seeaiitep.      act   concemifig   High-ways^    M^ 
'^  Damsy  and  Bridges. 

^       I.  WHEREAS  the  penalties  imposed  by  an  act  of 

.    assembly  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 

toblSoo^on'*  actt:oncerning  highways,  mill  dams,  and  bridges,* 

overseer.      bave  been  found  insufficient  to  compel  the  due  exeea- 

tion  thereof,  Be  ii  therefore  enacted^  That  instead  of 

the  penalty  inflicted  by  the  said  act  upon  every  snr- 

On  mviters   vejor  of  a  road  for  neglect  of  duty«  he  shall  forikU  aol 

foiIin^7o*"  pay  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  tobacccK  aodihat 

tend;    ^       ^^^  every  male  labouring  servant  or  slave,  me  owner 

-  thereof,  or  overseer  as  the  cas^  may  be,  shaft  fhil  t^ 

send  when  required  by  a  surveyor,  he  or,she.sb{Jl  firf- 

irtd  on  o-       f^'t  and  pay  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  all  oMier  pfer- 

thers  com*     sons  who  are  dy  the  said  recited  act  compell^  lo  htr 

wo"k^o°       ^^"'^  ^"  ""oads,  failing  to  attend  and  labour  wheii  ws* 

rt>ads.  quired  dy  the  surveyor,  with  such  tool.s  as  he  shsdl  dl-* 

rect  them   to  bring,  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay 

pounds  of  tobacco;  which  said  penaldes  shall  be  tofi 

informer,  and  recoverable  before  a  justice  of  ^hei 

Penalty  for  ^f^^^e  county  where  such  offence  sRall  be  commit 

icUingati^'i      1^  Jifid  be  it  enacted^  That  if  any  person  slUfl 

into  a  road  ^>)y  t,*^^  .jr  irecs  iiito  sucli  highway,  or  cause  the  ! 

movinff  "^^or  ^  ^^eited,  an  J  not  cut  and  carried  away  imdilJid..^ 

kilhng^^i  fy,  or<haH  kill  atiy  tree  or  trees  within  the  d^staiide^^ 
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•ixl^.  ftet  from  such  higE^eay,  or  caase^tke  same  to  be 
kiUed  and  not  fisllcd,  or  shall  make  any  feoce  into  such  ^^  Mrma* 
highway,  such  person  shall  for  every  such  offence  for*  ixng  a  fenca 
feit  and  pay  one  handred  weight  of  tobacco,  recover-  acrom  or  to 
aMe  as  aforesaid.    And  that  if  any  person  shall  pre-  SJ^uw^or'* 
same  to  cat,  pull  up,  destroy,  or  deface^  any  stone  or  de&oe  adi- 
|last  or  the  inscriptioos  thereon,  and  be  thereof  cotH  rectioasKme 
rioted  by  cooiessioo,  or  the  oath  of  one  or  more  era*-  ^P^^ 
ditabk  witnesses  beliMre  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  where  such  olfence  shall  be  committed,  he  or 
sha  shall  forYeit  and  pay  two  hundred  weight  of  tpbac^ 
CO,  recoverable  as  aforesaid.  OrancefS 

III.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  overseers  of  exeiaptfraia 
highways,  shall  be  personally  exempted  from  working  wortdng^  on 
ou  any  other  highway  beside  the  road  he  is  appointed  other  roads, 
overseer  of.   And  where  any  presentment  shall  be  made  q„  pjesont- 
to  a  grand  jury  against  any  surveyor,  the  penalty  ments,  the 
shall  be  applied  towards  lessening  the  county  levy.  So  fines  to  the 
nrach  of  the  said  recited  act  as  comes  within  the  per-  ^^yf*^ 
view  of  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed. 


CHAR  XXII. 

An  (Ml  for  the  mare  equal  division  of 
the  parishes  of  Amherst  and  Lex- 
r  ingi^n^  in  Jthe  county  of  Amherst. 

4 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  pre-    Baaadatiei 
s«it  geaend  assembly,  that  the  dividing  line  between  ^  JJjJJ^ 
thit  parishes  of  Amherst  and  Lexington,  as  established  i^dLexiogw 
by  an  act  of  af^sembly  entitled  "  An  act  for  dividing  ton»  in  ooufti 
the  parishes  of  Camden  and  Amherst  and  for  other  ^  ^  ^^ 
purposes,^  is  unequal  and  unjust,  in  as  much  as  it  gave  ^^  ^^'^ 
to  tbe  parish  of  Lexington  tqo  large  a  proportion  of 
ttthaU^s,  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  mstead  of  the 
iiiiriifiog  line  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  tbe  said  pa- 
rishes shall  be  divided  by  the  fbllowing  lines,  to  wit: 
Begioaing  on  the  Fluvanna  river  at  the  mouth  of  Elk 
Island  creekf  and  with  tbe  said  creek  taHihon's  oitll, 
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from  thence  a  direct  line  to  Tye  river  at  the  tnotitt^ 
Camp  creek,  thence  up  Tye  river  to  the  inoa^**tt 
\  Piney  river^  thence  up  Piney  river  to  RoiseV  intt( 

tlience  continued  up  Piney  river  to  the  fork  thereof 
above  Lucas  Powell's  plantation,  and  thence  up  the 
north  fork  to  the  blue  ridge.  The  collector  of  the  pa- 
tish  of  Lexington,  shall  have  power  to  colled  and  dis- 
train for  any  dues  which  shall  remain  unpaid  by  tiie 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said  parish  of  Lexing*' 
ton  hereby  made  part  of  the  said  parish  of  Ambers^ 
and  ^hall  be  answerable  for  the  same  in  like  mantifr 
as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 


' 


CHAP.XXIIK 

An  act  for  ascertaining  the  center  (^ 
the  county  of  Stafford* 

Gomauwioii.      WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  present  ^enAtf 
crtto  Mcer-  assembly,  that  the  court  of  the  county  ofStaffoitlSaifc 
^^^^^^^£  failed  by  the  lime  limited  for  that  purpose,  to  cafg 
Stafibid,  in    ^^to  execution  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  tbousaJM 
orderio  fix   seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  directiihg  them  to  ffil 
^TOurt      Q„  ^  pja^,g  ^^  ^^  g^g  ngj^P  Ij,^  center  thereof  as  the  situ- 
ation and  convenience  would  admit,  for  building  a 
court  house  and  prison;  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That 
Francis  Thornton  of  the  county  of  Spotsylvania,  ^o^ 
^  seph  Brock,  John  Herndon,  John  Ta]iaferro,.and  Jamea 

Lewis,  gentVnnen,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap** 
pointed  comrri^f^ioners  for  the  following  purpose,  that 
is  to  say:  That  they  or  a  majority  ot  them,  shall  on  or 
.  before  the  fifth  day  of  April  next,  ascertain  the  centeir 
of  the  said  county  of  Stafford,  and  fix  on  a  proper  plaos 
as  near  thereto  as  convenience  wilt  admit,  for  buildiijg 
^  court  house  and  prison,  and  lay  down  the  distattip 
and  bearing  of  such  place  from  the  present  plzcfm 
holding  the  said  court,  and  return  their  proceeoin^lji 
the  court  of  the  said  county,  and  the  said  court  shift 
make  return  thereof  to  the  next  general  assembly;'^ 
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expense  of  ascertaining  the  center  of  the  said  county^ 
s^aU  be  adjusted  and  levied  by  the  said  court  at  the 
bying  of  thetr  next  county  levy. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  act  for  restoring  certain  slaves  to 
George  Harmer.  '_ 

,  VE  it  enacted  by  the  Qeneral  Assembly^  That  so   Slaves  sold 

aiany  of  the  slaves,  conveyed  by  JobnHarroer  of  Great  ^f  ^^f  "' 
n  '/•     ^    n  Vr  •*•  r*i_-  cheated  pro- 

Britain  to  George  Harmer,  now  a  citizen  of  this  com-  perty  of 

monwealtb,  as  were  sold  ander  the  ieict  of  assembly  en-  John  Har. 

titled  "  An  act  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  "'^''v^"*^^ 

<^riti$h  subjects  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  purcha-  by  aie*p1ib. 

^  by  the  publick,  shall  on  the  tenth  day  of  January  lie,  restored 

next  be  vested  in  and  restored  to  the  said  George  Har-  ^  o«orge 

mer,  except  a  negro  named  Ned,  who  shall  from  and    •'™*^- 

«i)yjr  tbe  passing  of  this  act  be  vested  in  the  said  George 

planner.    The  executive  shall  cause  the  said  slaves  to 

he  delivered  to  the  said  Gepr^e  Harmer,  agreeable  to 

ll^  directipns  of  this  act 
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CHAP.  XXV. 


An  act  Jar  the  maumission  qfcertavi^ 
Staves. 

IMtlcCitc.  WHEREAS  application  bath  been  made  to  this 
^bT*  Del  prcseot  general  assembly,  for  the  emancipation  of  Ne^ 
^«?^Bciij2la  negro  man  slave,  the  property  of  Henry  Delony,  ^f 
ntn  Bilberry  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  and  al$o  Kate  the  pr6|^er- 
*||y"^*'     ty  of  Benjamin  Bilberry; 

•**•  Be  it  therefore  enacUd,  That  the  said  Ned  aujj  1^ 

shall  and  they  arc  hereby  declared  to  be  free,  and  uia^ 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities^  that 
free  negroes  or  mulattoes  by  the  laws  of  this,  country 
do  enjoy,  saving  to  all  other  persons,  their  heirs,  exe- 
tntors,  and  admiiristrators  (except  the  said  Henry  De- 
lony and  Benjamin.  Bilberry  and  those  clairoihg  under 
them)  any  right;  titte,  or  elaiin,  they  may  have  ~^  (Ha 
said  negroes,  as  if  this  act  tiad  never  been  made,     |^ 


CHAP,  XXVI. 

An  act  to  vest  cei^tain  houses  and  ten^ 
ements  in  the  town  of  Alessandria 
in  John  Sutton  and  his  heirs ^  in  fee 
simple. 

CerHdn  hou-     WHEREAS  it  bath  been  represented  to  this  present 

se9  #iid  ten-  general  assembly,  that  James  Connell,  late  of  the  town 

?(^d|^    of  Alexandria  in  the  county  of  Fairfax,  deceased*  did 

v^ted  in      in  and  by  his  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  beaf- 

}oliD  Suttoa.  ing  date  the  seventeenth  day  of  May,  one  tbMsafKi 

seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  among  other  ^biv^ 

.give  and  devise  bis  houses  and  tenements  in  theilM^ 

town  to  John  Suttoq  and  his  heirs,  who  thea  was^iffi 

continued  for  some  time  after  the  death  of  the  les^iW^ 

to  be  a  ^Mlyect  ^f  the  king  of  Great  Brilaifif  bfll-tP^ 
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nondi  of  SeplembH*  last  was  resident  in,  and  a  dtiuft 
of  this  commonwealth,  whither  he  bath  come«  in  ex* 
pectation  of  getting  the  said  estate,  from  assurances 
f^vei^  bim^y  the  said  James  Condell  to  that  purpose, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  .seventy 
five,  when  he  was  in  this  state.  And  whereas  the  said 
iiouses  and  tenements  are  liable  to  be  escheated  and  ., 

Mid  as  British  property,  under  the  act  of  assetnbly  en* 
titled  '*  An  act  concerning  escheats  and  forfeitures  from 
iBritish  subjects,"  and  the  said  John  Sutton  hath  peti* 
tiohed  this  assembly  to  suspend  the  operation  of  th^  . 
said  act  in  this  case,  and  that  the  said  estate  may  be 
confirmed  to  htm  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  said  Jame^ 
Coimeli;  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  said  houses 
and  tenements  so  devised  by  the  will  of  the  said  James 
C^onnell,  shall  not  be  subject  to  escheat  and  forfeiture, 
and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared 
vested  in  the  said  John  Sutton  and  his  heirs  in  fee  sini« 
pie,  any  law  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 
Saving  to  all  persons,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  ad* 
mtnistrators  (except  those  claiming  under  the  will  oT 
ifae  smd  James  Connell)  any  right,  title,  or  claim,  they 
may  have  to  the  said  houses  and  tenements,  as  if  this 
act  bad  not  been  mad&     -   - 


CHAP.  XXVII.  l^*;»«^- 

p.  i35.] 

An  act  for  iruzking  good  the  future  v^ucj9i 
fay  of  the  armyfallfar  other  pur-^^^SSr^ 

p09€Sn  1783,  c/S;. 

Oct.  irsii,  p. 
'  i'l.  9B  it  enacted  Iv  the  G^ercl  Assemthy  That  the  ^  ^       . 
eotaimander  in  chief  and  commandrog  officer  in  tbe^fe^*^ 
'Mttiherti  Aejpariment,  be  desired  to  cause  the  officers  this  sute  re- 
tetengin^to  this  state,'  to  meet  and  agree  upon  the  duced. 
officers  to  dtmlihand  the  regiments  raised  by  this  state 
4b?  citfiitifiental  service,  out  of  thoto  who  incline  to  con- 
•tiuQ^  in  service,  and  in  case  they  caimot  agree  among 
^heaistlves  lOiout  their  rankt  th^  samie  AM  be  deter* 
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-  mined  «ad  settled  by  the  commaiider  in  dMr,  ihat  "ftlM 

wp^ben^  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  said  officers,  diajn 
•ei^f  with    ^^ply  themselv^  with  clothiug;  and  the  better  to.eii^ 
doihing.       ble  them  so  to  do,  they  shall  be  entided  to  and  reoeiifi 
the  pay  and  rations  as  stated  and  allowed  before:  tl^ 
tirst  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
M^LT^be  ^^^^y  seven,  in  specie,  or  the  value  thereof  in  papep 
JJJ^^^I    money,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  auditors,  agreeable  to 
to  •|>eftie.       tlie  table  of  depreciation  filled  by  congress,  or  whicli 
AIM  the  sol-  shall  be  hereafter  fixed  by  them,  and  the  soldiery  bptb' 
^**^«  H^      iQ  continental  and  stale  service,  shall  be  also  enlitlej 
to  their  pay  in  specie  or  the  value  thereoif  in  .paper  mot 
Fubrietioret  "^y»  ^^  ^^  settled  and  discharged  in  like  manner  «$ 
4jtt(Mitiaa»    directed  in  the  case  of  officers;  that  the  publick^tor^ 
ed,  and  clo-  be  henceforth  discontinued,  and  the  governot^r  fritk 
fmT"^  ^^L  ^^^^^  ^  council,  is  hereby  required  and  empowered 
cd,^^        to  appoint  a  clothier  general  or  some  person  to.s^pply. 
the  Virginia  tropps  widi  necessary  clothes  ^nd  bhmlu: 
ets,  the  person  so  appointed,  to  give  bond  and  g^ood 
security  for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  office^ 
and  the  clothes  so  supplied  and  furnished  the  said 
troops,  shall  be  paid  for  by  stopping  so  much  of  tbcpr, 
pay  as  may  be  necessary  (or  that  purpose.  ^r 

HAtfparto      II.  dnd  be  it  farther  enade^t  TbnX  zuy  jaf^f^  M' 
^dowt  and  Uils  state  on  continental  establishment,  who  hath  di^ 
offiMfwdyf   ^^  ^*'*"  hereafter  die  in  the  service,  and  leave  a  widoir, 
infill  ler**    sbe  shall  receive  annually  for  the  space  of  seven  yearS) 
vice.  half  pay  of  such  officer  in  specie  or  the  v^tue  thereof 

in  paper  money,  from  the  publick  treasuiy,  and  in  case^ 
there  be  no  widow,  or  there  being  a  widow,  she  dies  or 
intermarries  within  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  the 
orphan  children  of  such  officer  shall  then  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  said  pay  for  the  term  afibrestud,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  be  unexpired  at  the  death  or  in* 
lermarriage  of  such  widow. 
Paidbyseale      HI*  •Av^  be  it  enacted^  That  all  allowanoes  of  half 
of  d«precU-  pay  given  by  this  state  under  any  act  or  resolution  of 
^'^"*  assembly  to  the  widow  of  any  officer  who  hath  died  in 

the  service,  shall  hereafter  be  paid  agreeable  to  the  ta- 
ble of  depreciation  aforesaid;  that  .the  officers  of  tUi 
state  in  continental  service,  who  shall  continue  thereto 
have  UV  ***  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^*'^  present  war,  shall  receive  half  pujr 
par  for  life,  during  life,  or  until  they  shall  again  be  called  into  ser* 
we. 
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'  ly.  And  "whereas  110  provision  has  been  made  in 
land  for  the  general  officers  of  this  state  in  continental  tytogene!"' 
&^vice,  therefore,  Dc  it  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  ral  officers^ 
ilHowed  to  a' major  general  fifteen  thousand  acres  of 
Fftfid,  and  to  a  brigadier  general  ten  thousand  acres  of 
land,  to  be  reserved  to  them  and  their  heirs,  in  the  same 
ftianner^  and  on  the  same  conditions  as  is  by  law  here-     Bounty  in 
^ore  directed  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir-  h«d«  en- 
ginia  line  in  continental  service,  and  there  shall  be  ^b^^ifi^ 
nioreoveir  allowed  to  all  the  officers  of  this  state  on  ccw. 
doBtinental  or^tate  establishments,  or  to  the  legal  re- 
presentatives of  such  officers,  according  to  their  respec- 
tm  ranks,  an  aiMitional  bounty  in  lands,  in  the  pro- 
jetton  of  one  third  of  any  former  bounty  heretofore 
granted  them. 

V:  JInd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  legal  repre-  i^^gtXTtvtit 
i^talive  of  any  officer  on  continental  or  state  esta-  BomativiMi 
blishments,  who  may  have  died  in  the  service  before  entitled  to 
the  bounty  of  lands  granted  by'this  or  any  former  law,  *>®^*y' 
sbaH  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  the  same  in 
IHc^roahoer  as  the  officer  himself  might  have  done  when 
(tilng,  agreeable  to  his  rank.    And  as  a  testimony  of  Land  gi^ftn 
the  high  sense  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia  enter-  gL®^** 
tain  *of- the  important  services  rendered  the  United      ^  ^'* 
^(es  by  the  honourable  major  general  Baron  Steu- 
ben, ft  is  farther  enacted.  That  fifteen  thousand  acres 
of  land  be  granted  to  the  said  major  general  Baron 
Steuben,  In  like  manner  as  is  herein  before  granted  to 
other  msyor  general?. 
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CHAP-  XXVIIL  : 

An  act  for  farther  continuing  an  d^ 
entitled  an  act  to  empower  the  gon 
vernour  and  council  to  lay  an  em^ 
bargofor  a  limited  time. 

Act  aothpti* 

twf  toU^'       WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  y^ar 

embarcfoes,   oM  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  efiti^ 

ftma*^  ^^'  *'^  "  ^"  *^*  ^^  empower  the  governour  and  couikII 

""**  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,"  which  was  cO|if 

tinued  by  several  subsequent  acts,  i^ill  expire  at  <fae 

end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  €xpe« 

dient  that  the  same  should  be  fartKer  continued,  B$  it: 

therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly ^  That  the  act 

entitled  *'  An  act  to  empower  the  governour  iand  coiai!* 

cil  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time,'*  shall  cum* 

tittue  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after  the  expiratioa 

thereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assemhlyr 

and  no  longer. 


Preamble. 


CHAP.  XXIX.  \4:   \9 

An  act  for  the  more  e^ectuai  end 
speedy  clothing  of  the  army. 

WHEREAS  the  liberty,  safety,  and  future  hftppi-' 

ness  of  the  good  people  in  ibis  commonwealUi,  in  i^t 

measure  depend  upon  the  speedyand  well  clothing  the\ 

army.  Be  %t  therefore  enacted^  That  the  tax  of  mtt^ 

,  pounds  of  tobacco  per  poll,  payable  by  virtue  of  i^.' 

^^^1^^  act  of  assembly  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing  a  ft«^ 

||l^  clothing  to  borrow  money  for  the  use  of  the  United. Stat^'ai 

|l»the  army,  for  other  purposes;^  be,  and  the  same  is  herief  ' 

apart  and  appropriated  to  and  for  the  sole 

•^,       procuring  necessaries  for  the  army,  except '^^ 

thereof  as  shall  be  necessary  to  repay  die  model 

rowed  under  authority  of  the  said  act,  and  the/ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


K 


OCTOBER  1780— 5ih  of  COMMONWEALTH.      '  877 

produce  thereof,  except  as  before  excepted,  shall  be 
payable  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  governour  with 
ijie  advice  of  council,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  such 
necessaries,  and  be  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  such  a- 
g^t  for  the  purpose?  aforesaid,  and  in  case  the  fund 
arh jng  from  the.  said  tax  sh^ll^  prove  insufBcient  for 
procuring  the  said  necessaries,  the  governour  with  the 
advice  afui^said,  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue,  or  cause 
to  be  issued,  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  for  the  purchase 
oTMxeen  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  aid  of  such 
^hd,  which  money  so  issued  shall  be  receivable  in  all 
ttxes  as  other  jnonies  are.  And  if  fifteen  hundred  hogs« 
heads  of  tobacco  shall  prove  deficient  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  such  necessaries  when  placed  in  aid  of         "  • 

th6  said  tax,  the  general  assembly  will  at  their  next 
session,  make  good  such  deficiency,  and  will  fully  and 
amply  comply  with  such  engagements,  as  the  said  a- 
gfent  shall  enter  into  with  the  approbation  of  the  go- 
vernour with  advice  of  council,  lor  procuring  the  ne- 
cessaries aforesaid,  and  morebver  will  provide  funds 
for  callfng  in  and  redeeming  the  money  hereby  direct- 
ed to  be  remitted,    ^nd  be  it  enacted,  That  any  of  the     Pubfievitt 
vessels  belonging  to  this  state  at  liie  discretion  of  the  seltmaybe 
governour  with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  and  may  f™tiJSimol> 
be  turned  over  and  deliyercd  to  the  sakl  agent,  to  be  tationof^ 
by  him  employed  in  conveying,  collecting,  or  tr&ns-  clothing, 
porting  the  necessaries  aforesaid,  or  the  commodities 
requisite  to  be  exported,  for  procuring  them  notwith- 
standing any  thing  to  the  contrary  contained  in  an  act 
of  this  session,  entitled  "  An  art  for  the  defence  of  the 
«astem  frontier  of  this  commonwealth." 

Provided  always  and  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  ptor       Pro¥i46i 
per  atte^ition  shall  be  paid  to  the  defence  of  the  com-  ^hat  one 
merce  and  die  shores  of  Chesapeak  bay  and  its  depen-  "^^'ll^S^ 
tkrifie^,   for  which  purpose  there  shall  be  constantly  Jhan*t)«ci»- 
fept  cruising,  one  armed  vessel  carrying  at  least  four-  ployed  on 
leen  guns,  not  less  than  four  pounders,  witi)  a  compe-  ^^^^^^^ 
tent  nuniber  of  men,  and  a  small  armed  tender  for  the  ^^^  '^' 
Aaid  vessel,    *  And  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  impor-  q^^  mayjte  - 
tations  of  salt,  Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  importod  in 
i^fu\  to  ^nd  for  the  said  agent  to  export  to  the  island  S**^]^**^ 
or^ermadas,  any  quantity  of  Indian  corn,  not  exceed-  "^'••"*  .  .. 
i»(^  six  thousand  barrels,  in  payment  for  any  quantity  ^    • 

of  salt  that  can  or  may  be  obtained  for  tbf  same^  and 
.    Vof  J  X.  ■    X  2        ''  '  '        \ 
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the  said  salt  when  obtained,  shall  be  ii»|^va«u  v«  »m 
poblick  purposes  in  the  fi^st  place,  and  the  rem^i^Mr 
towards  the  people  at  large,  in  such  manner  as  th^fli- 
ecutive -may  direct.  '    '^^ 

.  -:« 
^_ 1 


CHAP.  XXX.  ' 


ichamBev.  ^^^  dct  fov  farther  continimig  part  of 
p.  i».]  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  punishing 

persons  guilty  of  certain  thefts  and 
forgeries^  arid  fixing  the  allowance 
to  sheriffs^  venire-men^  and  witness 
ses^  in  certain  casesy  andJbrfpiHIg 
the  allowance  to  the  clerk  Ofihit 
general  court  for  ex-officio  andpyh^ 
lick  services. 


**.  '0 


to  mwch  df  ';  WHEREAS  so  much  of  the  act  of  asseroblgj 
tct  of  May  ed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  an^l 
IJT^wrc-  fy  nine,  entitled  "An  act  for  punishing persori^j 
Sr^hment  ^f  certain  thefts  atid  forgeries,  and  &xmgii^% 
tf  pettons  skDce  to  sberifls,  venire-men,  and  witnessesr,.  jp^M. 
IvBltyi^oer-  cases,"  as  respects  the  punishment  of  persons^gojf ^y^ 
^nO^ef^Sc  certain  thefts  and  forgeries,  will  expire  on  the  §«^l  4^ 
miSepcrpc- ^f  J*""**'y  "^^^  and  it  is  expedient  ihaflhe  ^^ 
tuali  should  be  farther  continued:  Be  it  ih^r^ort  W^f^ 

the  General  Assembly,  That  so  much  of  the  d<^'$JC 
tied  ''  An  act  for  punishing  persons  guil^  ^f  ^^ 
thefts  and  forgeries,  and  fixing  the  aI1owan<^jLost 
iffs,  venire-men,  and  witnesses,  in  certain  cascSj^M 
spects  the  punishment  of  persons  goilty  of  cej-tm 
and  forgeries,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  coQtinjE 
made  perpetual.  '  '^ 

Allowance      *!•  And  whereas  there  is  do  provision  ipa^^l 
u  clerk  of    for  paying  the  clerk  of  the  general  cour^  fqr 
gnw^        and  publick  services,  and  those  services  Kai 
SStierA^  ^^^y  considerable:  Be  it  therefore  enaj^e^^^ 
*  cotb  clerk  of  the  said  court  be  allowed  eight  thousand] 
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.qf  tobacco  annualljr,  for  all  bis  ex  officio  and  publick 
,t»ervices,  to  commence  from  ibe  tenth  day  of  Decem- 
^r^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  to 
which  period  allowance  hath  been  made  for  the  same, 
and  that  the  anditors  of  publick  accounts  be  authorized 
and  required  to  issue  their  warrant  upon  the  publick 
treasurer  for  payment  of  the  same  quarterly,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimated  price  of  crop  tobacco  made  by  the 
grand  jury  next  preceding  the  time  of  issuing  such 
warrant. 


CHAP,  xxxr 


An  act  for  the  defence  of  the  eusterit  t^|>^- 
/frontier  of  this  commonwealth.        ^ 


Rev. 


i.  WHEREAS  the  trade  of  this  commonwealth  hath  Preamble. 
of  late  been  greatly  obstructed,  and  the  citizens  of  the 
^ame  inhabiting  .the  shores  of  the  navigable  rivers  and 
bays,  greatly  distressed  by  means  of  small  cruizers  be- 
longing to  the  enemies  of  America,  wlucb  might  be 
effectually  prevented  by  a  small  force  provided  for  that 
Durpose:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Asiem- 
5i^,  That  the  brig  Jeffewon, -with  the  armed  boats  Li-  t^^J  flt^^ 
iicHy  and  Patriot,  be  forthwith  manned  and  fitted  out  ojut  ' 
Voir  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  cruizers  belonging 
tjD.  the  enemy,  and  affording  protection  and  safety  to 
d^  good  citizens  inhabitiiig  the  shores  of  the  bay  and 
.tfvers,  escposed  to  the  ravages  of  such  cruizers.  The 
l*hetis  and  the  Lewis  galley  shall  also  be  forthwith  and 
without  delay,  made  ready  and  compleated  for  the  same 
service.  That  the  armed  vessels  afpresaid,  as  well  as 
others  hereafter  to  be  fiUed  for  the  service  of  the  com- 
monwealth, may  with  the  greater  ease  and  expedition 
be  manned,  the  governour  with  the  advice  of  council 
may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  if 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  aforesaid  should  render  it 
necessary,  to  issue  his  warrant  to  any  officer  command- 
ing an  armed  vessel  in  the  sjsrvice  of  this  state,  autho* 
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tftUiig  ana  ^rectiAg  such  officer  to  tiiif»r«BS  im^'llkr 
service  of  this  commonwealth  tiny  seamen  or  marinerss 
under  the  following  restrictions  ami  limitaiioDs:    The 
lopreift-  seamen  on  board  any  vessd  belonging  to  tlie*  inhabit 
^**     K  *"  ^®^'  of  either  sister  state,  and  tliose  on  board  any  A«e8» 
i^iMLwDder  ^  belonging  to  foreigners,  and  in  no  part  owned  hy 
certain  le.     ah^V  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  tins  coromonwealth; 
•uivtumf.      shati  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  exempt  from  impress- 
ment.    The  seamen  on  board  any  vessel  to  whomsoe* 
ver  belonging,  loaded  and  outward  bound,  shall- also 
be  exempt  from  impressment.      The  seamen  or  qaarU 
ners  on  board  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  except  as  be- 
fore is  excepted,  shall  and  may  be  impressed  into  tbe 
service  of  the  state,  by  warrant  from  the  governoui^as 
aforesaid;  provided  that  not  more  than  one  fifth  man 
be  taken  from  on  board  any  such  ship  or  vessel.     The 
seamen  or  mariners  so  as  aforesaid  impressed  into  the 
Service  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  not  be  compelled 
.to  serve  at  any  one  time  more  than  nine  montlis,  and 
'  when  tlieir  tfme  of  service  shall  be  ended,  such  menas 
^hall  faithfully  continue  to  serve  during  the  said  terai 
of  nine  months,  shall  be^exeropt  from  any  future  im- 
>  press  for  twelve  months  thereafter;  and  to  ascertfin 

such  faithful  service,  the  officer  discharging  any' sea*' 
'  man  aAer  the  said  term  of  nine  months  service,  shall 
give  a  certificate  to  such  seaman,  stating  the  timeof 
•  his  service  and  when  it  ended  or  expired. 
Fiy  of  set-  II.  In  order  to  render  the  naval  service  more  agree- 
able, and  to  enable  the  seamen  and  mariners  who  may 
by  virtue  hereof  be  impressed  into  the  service,  or  those 
who  may  voluntarily  enlist  or  have  already  voluntari- 
ly enlisted  into  the  same,  to  provide  themselves  fi^ith 
tlie  necessaries  of  life,  tlie  pay  of  all  such  able  seamen 
and  mariners  shall  henceforward  in  lien  of  tlie  j^?Ly 
heretofore  allowed,  be  two  shillings  per  day,  and  live 
pay  of  ordinary  seamen  or  landsmen  shall  be  one«bti- 
ling  and  six  pence  per  day,  and  the  pay  of  boj^s  one 
shilltng  per  day,  in  specie;  and  if  it  should  so  happen 
that  the  specie  cannot  be  procured  for  the  purpose  «f 
paying  the  same,  then  such  s^men  and  boys  sbaUrer 
ceive  in  lieu  thereof  as  muck  paper  money  as  wiil  be 
^  equivalent  to  tiie  pay  aA^resaid,  aC  the  time  tfae^ante  ia 
received  by  tlrewr,  the  ciiflerence  between  whicltv:<#plA 
titneto  tifne,  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  gm^fO$mt 
with  tbe  advi^  of  council.    Tbe  officers  a«td  inm  0^ 
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bMr4  wy  areied  vessel  m  the  service  of  .this  CMittOtK  ^^ 
wealthy  shall  henceforward  be  eiitided  to  the  whole  of  ^>»«»s»d 
aoy  prite  by  diein  taken,  to  be  disti4buted  among  them  uUed  to^uie 
according  to  the  continental  regulations  in  such  cases  wholicof  Miy 
foade  and  provided,  saving  nevertheless  the  right  to  all  P^^  t|ik«% 
aodevery  person  or  persons  of  claiming  such  prize  as 
9  jrecajp^re  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  admiralty 
regobdioae  established  by  the  continental  congress  or 
by  ibis  oorofnottweaUh. 

]1I«  For  more  effectually  clothing  and  providing  ne»   Ctothtii|r  ^ 
€^4isaries  for  tlie  seamen  in  the  service  of  this  state,  and  {J*®***^^** 
dt^arging  wiib  punctuality  their  pay,  the  governour  ^^  ^''*^^^' 
<baU  and  he  is  hereby  directed  from  time  to  time  to  is- 
Jioe  his  varrant  to  the  payoiaster  of  the  navy,  for  as 
orach  money  as;  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  canvas 
for  hamibocksi  clothing,  and  slops,  for  tlie  seamen  and 
marcaers,  and  also  for  their  pay;  the  purchases  of  such 
^aavaSf  clothing,  apd  slops,  shall  from  time  to  time 
.  be*ifiaiie,  with  advice  of  the  commissioner  of  the  navy, 
.  and  when  made,  distributed  by  the  said  commissioner    *- 
.  among  the  seamen  and  mariners,  as  he  shall  judge  pro- 
per and.  neoessary  for  the  good  of  the  service.    The 
pay-master  shall  once  in  six  weeks  settle  his  accounts 
withihe.aiiditors  of  publick  accounts,  and  in  case  of 
failure^  the  auditors  sliall  and  they  are  hereby  dicected 
to  firoceed  against  such  pay-master  as  they  are  direct- 
ed to  do  against  delinquent  sheriffs  and  collectors. 
The  captvQS  of  each  and  every  armed  vessel  hi  the 
,  service  of  this  state,  shall  carefttUy  attend  to  the  issa- 
ii^;  the  clothing  and  slops  to  the  seamen  and  mariners 
•0  bottrd.  their  respective  vessels,  and  keep  an  exact  ac- 
.  oovBt  thereof  against  each  seaman  and  mariner  for  what 
be- receives^  and  the  amount  thereof  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  deducted  from  each  seaman's  pay,  a  copy  of  *  • 
^hiofa  amouBt  shall  in  due  time,  before  the  day  of  pay^ 
tnent,  be  by  every  captain  returned  upon  oath  to  the 
*   paj'^raaster,  that  be  may  ascertain  the  sum  due  to  each 
.' seaman;  a  like  copy  shall  also  by  each  captain  be  re* 
luroed  Jto.the  commissioner  of  the  navy  once  in  every 
six  months,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  lodge  the  same 
'  in  the  auditors  office  as  a  check  upon  such  pay-master. 
.  .Hemsforward  tn  lieu  of  the  pay  and  clothing  hereto-   p     ^^  ^ 
{ore  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  they  and  each  oers  &  ttaC 
-of  them  shall  receive  the  following  allowances,  to  wit: 
iV  cpmBiodore  fourteen  shilluigs,  acaptam  eight  sbil- 
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Hogs  and  threepence,  a  lieutenant  six  shinings,  a  jdqU| 
ter  five  shillings,  a  mate,  four  shillings,  a  midshipmM 
'  two  shillings  and  nine  pence,  a  quartermaster  two  ^k^ 
lings  and  nine  pence,  a  boatswain  four  shillings,  i 
'    '  boatswains  mate  two  shillings  and  nine  pence,  a  salt 

muker  two  shillings  and  nine  pence,-  a  gunner  four 
shillings,  a  gunner's  mate  two  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
a  quarter  gunner  two  shillings  an^  six  pence,  an  ar* 
mourer  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  a  carpenter  four 
shillings^  a  carpenter's  mate  two  shillings  and  six  pence^ 
carpenter's  crew  two  shillings  each,  a  surgeon  six  shil- 
lings, surgeon's  mate  three  shillings,  and  master  at 
arms  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  per  day,  in  specie, 
and  in  case  specie  cannot  be  procured,  then  as  much 
paper  money  as  will  be  equivalent  to  each  officersi^pay 
as  above,  to  be  ascertained  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
pay  of  the  seamen  and  mariners,  shall  be  received  by 
each  officer.  ^ 

Datiei,  on  ^  IV.  That  vessels  of  war  in  the  service  of  this  dom-^ 
goods  im«-  monwealth  may  be  properly  supported,  for  the  purpose 
P®^**J»  Jk  of  protecting  the  trade  of  Chesapeake  bay,  the  (bllow- 
Vflyy^  ^  *°S  duties  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  master  of  evje^ 
ry  merchant  vessel  to  the  naval  officer  of  the  port  wherf^ 
such  merchant  vessel  enters,  to  wit/  A  duty  of  fiftieth 
pence  in  specie,  shall  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  each' 
merchant  vessel  upon  every  ton  such  vessel  will  carry, 
which  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  register  of  such  raer« 
•  chant  vessel;  upon  every  gallon  of  rum,  gin,  brandy, 
and  other  spirits,  imported  into  this  commonwealth  by 
water,  a  duty  of  one  penny  in  specie  shall  be  paid;  up- 
on Madeira  wine  four  pence  per  gallon;  upon  all  other 
wines. two  pence  per  gallon  in  specie;  upon  mplasses 
and  other  syrups  a  duty  of  one  penny  per  gallbn;  up* 
on  coffee  a  duty  of  one  shilling  per  hundred  weight 
shall  be  paid;  upon  loaf  sugar  one  shilling  and, sii^ 
pence  for  every  hundred  weight  shall  be  paid;,  upon 
clayed  sugar  one  shilling  and  three  pence  shjeJl  bepai^ 
for  every  hundred  weight;  upon  Muscovado  sugar  there 
shall  be  paid  a  duty  of  one  shilling  for  every  hiindfe^^ 
weight;  upon  all  imported  dry  goods,  except  salt,  muj 
nltions  for  war,  and  iron  from  Maryland,  there  s6^ 
be  paid  one  per  centum  upon  the  value,  to  lie  ase^ 
tained  by  the  cost  thereof,  at  the  port  where  taden^ 
put  on  board,  by  the  captain  or  owner  of  the  yc^5»f  j"' 
porting  the  same.      The  duties  hereby  inctpo     '    '^ 
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be  paid  in  specie  or  current  money  of  this  common^ 
Wealth  equivalent  thereto  fihe  ratio  whereof  shall  from  .  ^T^  ^^' 
time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the  governour  and  council  and 
transmitted  to  the  respective  naval  officers)  by  the  cap- 
tain or  owners  of  all  and  every  vessel  or  vessels,  at  the  - 
port  of  importation,  to  the  naval  officer  of  the  district 
with  whom  such  vessel  or  vessels  shall  be  entered;  for 
the  true  and  due  coHection  whereof,  every  captain  of  a 
vessel  shall  at  the  time  of  entering  the  same,  give  bon<J 
and  approved  security  to  the  naval  officer,  well  and 
truly  to  pay  the  same  within  one  month  after  such  im-, 
portation^  the  penalty  of  which  bond  shall  be  two  thou; 
^ahd  pounds  specie,  for  a  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons 
burthen,  and  one  thousand  pounds  like  money  for  a 
vess«l  of  fifty  tons  burthen,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a 
larger  or  smaller  vessel  trading  to  this  state;  and  where 
any  vessel  importing  any  ofthe  dutiable  articles  afore- 
said shall  arrive  in  this  state,  the  captain  of  which  shall 
jail  to  ^ve  such  bond  as  aforesaid,  to  the  naval  officer 
with' whom  his  vessel  shall  be  entered,  at  the  time  of 
erteering  the  same,  such  vessel  with  her  tackle  apparel 
artd  furniture  shall  be  subject  to  seizure  by  the  naval 
officer  or  his  deputy  for  the  district  wherein  such  ves- 
sel lie§,  and  shall  be  forfeited,  one  half  to  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,  the  other  half  to  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  naval  officer  or  other  person  prosecuting  for 
fhe  same.  And  where  any  captain  or  commander  of  ^ 
a  vessel,  trading  to  this  commonwealth,  shall  after  hav- 
ing entered  into  bond  as  aforesaid,  secrete  or  conceal, 
or  where  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel  shall  se- 
crete or  conceal  any  ofthe  dutiable  articles  aforesaid,  . 
to  avoid  the  payment  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  the 
same,  the  vessel  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  rigging,  and 
furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  therefor,  one  half  of  which 
forfeiture  shall  be  lo  the  use  ofthe  commonwealth,  the 
other  half  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  inform 
atid  prosecute  for  the  same.  To  preverit  delays  in  the 
payment  of  the  duties  hereby  imposed,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  general  court,  or  court  of  the  county 
iyheirein  the  naval  office  is  kept,  for  the  district  within 
i^hich  any  failure  may  happen,  upon*motion  made  by 
such  naval  officer,  to  give  judgment  against  the  person 
rnakiilg  default  and  his  securities,  their  heirs,  execu- 
toVs,  and  administrators,  for  the  sum  remaining  due, 
with  costs,  and  to  award  execution  for  the  sanSe,  the 
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parlies  liaving  ten  flays  notice  of  such  motion.-  Eack 
and  every  naval  officer^  before  he  enters  upon  the  du^ 
ties  nf  this  act,  shall  give  bond  with  approved  seciirit 
ty,  payable  to  the  governour  of  the  commonwealth  fot 
the  time  being,  in  the  penally  often  thousantj  poundl 
specie,  conditioned,  for  the  true  and  faithful  perforaa-, 
ance  of  the  duties  hereby  required  of  such  naval  officer, 
and  hi  case  of  refusal,  shall  forfeit  his  office*     Eacb^ 
and  every  naval  officer  after  having  entered  into  bond 
as  aforesaid,  which  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the  audi* 
tors  office,  shall  once  in  every  six  mopths  settle  bis  ac*^ 
counts  with  the  said  auditors  of  publick  accounts  and^^ 
after  deducting  five  per  centum  for  his  comroission% 
shall  pay  the  balance  due  from  him  for  the  duties  lyr&*. 
hy  imposed,  into  the  treasury,  stating  in  each  accounf 
by  him  rendered,  from  whom  and  for  what  the  duties 
^^V^     by  him  to  be  collected  were  paid.      As  an  encourage-, 
w^^mM^  ment  to  captains  and  masters  of  vessels  to  make  a  true 
ters  ofTet     and  faithful  return  of  dutied  goods,  they  shall  be  al«^ 
selt  tonakc  lowed  to  import  in  any  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons  btut-j, 
port!*  '*'      then,  two  hundred  pounds  worth  at  first  cost  crf'gapuSk 
duty  free,  and  to  captains  of  any  vessel  of  fifty  :to^^- 
burthen,  there  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege;  of  imporik 
ing  one  hundred  pounds  worth  of  .goods  at  first  cos^ 
dirty  free,  and  so  in  proportion  for  larger  or  SQaa%^ 
vessels;  but  this  privilege  shall  nevertheless  be  forfeit^ 
upon  discovery  of  will  ml  concealment  or  an  uotruej^ 
port  made  by  any  such  captain  or  commander  to-^th^^. 
•naval  officer. 
Re^Uttons      V.  Ttie  rules  and  regulations  established  bv  con*, 
of  congress    gress.  shall  in  future  bf:  observed  in  this  state,  for  the. 
tridofofewl  ^"^'  ^^^  punishment  of  all  offenders  in  the  navy  of  di}s 
ders.  common wealtli,  and  the  workmen  employed  in  the 

^publick  ship  yard,  foundery,  rope  walks,  and  other 
publick  works,  shall  he  and  they  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  cxf?»npt  from  military  duty  of  every  kind,  ifen-, 
gaged  to  M^rve  lor  six  months.     The  duties  hereby  to 
be  collectied,  shall  be  appropriated  solely  to  th^  pur- 
poses of  the  navy  of  this  commonwealth,  and  adisupct 
.  and  separate  account  thereof  shall  be  kept  by  the  irea-^ 
siirer,  stntino^  tlffe  monies  received  upon  these  funds  aP|^„ 
Allowance  che  expeu'l'iJirp  tfi'^reof.     The  pay-master,  for  his^aer^^,* 
to  pay  mas-    yices  hereih    s«ii:  f*  be  allowed  two  and  a  half  per  ce^-, 
'*'^^'  torn  upon  all  the  money  by  him  expended  in  di^oba^e  . 

-ol*the  duties  hereby  iniposed  upon  hini,  in  lieu  ^^^^ 
fgrtOtr  pay  by  him  heretofore  received. 
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VI.  For  the  more  effectual  future  protection  of  the  ^^^ 
tfdde  (^  Chesapeake  bay,  the  commissioner  of  the  na-  tTbcfolt 
vy  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  obtain  as  spee*  of  the  tune 
dily  as  possible,  a  true  and  exact  plan  of  the  gallies  conttnaetiQa 
built  by  order  of  congress,  at  Philadelphia^  in  the  year  Jfu^S^i^^ 
df  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  ^^ 
six,  and  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  to  cause  two  gal« 

leys  of  the  same  site  and  on  the  same  construction,  to 
be  built  and  equipt  to  carry  two  thirty  two  pdundeni 
in  the  bow,  and  the  like  number  in  the  stern,  with  six 
pounders  at  the  sides;  the  said  galleys  shall  be  rigged 
as  the  commissioner  of  the  navy  shall  direct,  and  the 
rigging,  sails^  guns,  and  other  materials,  shall  be  pro* 
vided  white  the  said  gallies  are  on  the  stocks,  to  the 
end  that  no  time  liiay  be  lost  in  equiping  them  for  a 
cfltise  after  they  i^hall  be  launched. 

VII.  And  whereas  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  in  CoorCf  iball 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  j'"*^  iSr^ 
forty  eight,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  management  ^^^  ^^ 
and  security  of  orphans  and  their  estates,''  the  county  orphioi  to 
conrts  are  directed  to  cause  such  orphans  coming  un-  the  »••• 
der  certain  discriptions  therein  mentioned,  to  be  bound 

out,  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  same  shall  be,  and  is 
hereby  amended,  so  far  as  that  the  said  county  courts, 
instead  of  binding  out  all  such  orphans  as  shall  come 
Wftfain  the  description  in  the  said  act  contained,  they 
shall  and  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  cause 
one  half  of  such  male  orphans  at  least,  who  may  live 
below  the  falls  of  the  respective  rivers  in  the  eastern 
parts  of  this  commonwealth,  to  be  bound  to  the  sea, 
under  the  most  prudent  captains  that  can  be  procured 
to  take  them. 

VIII.  To  the  end,  that  an  hospital  for  the  relief  of  H«U*trffcr 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  may  be  established,  the  seve-  S^JJJedlby 
ral'and  respective  naval  officers  within  this  common*'  a  duty  oa 
wealth  shall  receive  from  each  captain  or  commander  mariners, 
of  ^ny  vessel  belonging  to  the  «ame,  at  the  time  of  their 
ientrance  or  clearance,  nine  pence  a  month  in  specie, 

or  an  equivalent  ui  current  money  as  aforesaid,  out  of 
the  ^vages  due  to  the  seamen  on  board  his  vessel,  an 
account  of  l^hich,  each  and  every  capts^  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  riender  upon  09th,  and  pay  to  such  naval  offi- 
cer,"before'tie  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  or  enter  his 
vessel."  .  And  Xh^  paymaster  of  the  navy  shall  deduct 
out  of  ihe  wages  due  to  the  seamen  aud  mariners  in 
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tile  sitle,  the  like  sum  (iom  their  montfalj  V^t^* 

sums,  wlieii  collected,  shall  be  paid  by  the  navgt 

cers  and  pay-master  respectively,  into  the  hands  of  so^ 

;  person  as  the  govemour,  w]th  the  advice  of  coun<^ 

sbalNppoint,  the  naval  officer  deducting  therefrom  6^e 

per  cent  for  his  trouble  of  collection;  and  the  hospitd 

Where  hoi-  *'**''  *'^^  ^^  established  at  such  convenient  place  v^ 

pitalsitiui-    the  govemour,  with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  fix  up- 

ted.  on,  and  be  duder  the  management  of  some  proper  per^ 

son  by  bim  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.    All  Qi^ 

other  vessels  belonging  to  this  commonwealth^  not  hert^ 

in  before-mentioned,  shall  immediately  be  sold,  nbd^ 

the  direction  of  the  commissioner  of  the  navy,  for  tHe 

most  that  can  be  got  for  the  same,  in  such  manner  ^ 

dial)  be  most  conducive  to  the  publtck  interest;  a^ 

the  money  arising  from  such  sale  shall  be  applied  fo 

tile  purposes  of  the  navy. 


CHAP.  XXXII. 

An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act 
entitled  An  act  for  giving  farther 
powers  to  the  govemour  and  couii- 
cii 

WHEREAS  the  act  passed  last  session  of  assembly 

furthw  St^  enUtled  "  An  act  for  giving  farther  powers  to  theg»- 

«rsto  the     vcrnoiT  and  council,"  has  expired,  and  it  is  expedient 

goternor  &   and  nec^s^^ary  that  the  same  should  be  again  reyiy<^ 

v??'d*^''d"   ^"^  amended,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That, the  ^l^ 

continued.    ^^^'^^  ^<^^  's,  and  stands  hereby  revived,  and  sfe^  ^09- 

tinue  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  he«e- 

.of,  uptil  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  general  as^etp** 

biy.    And  whereas  by  the  arts  of  the  enemy  joined  ||y 

disaffected  persons,  riots  have  taken  place  in  solde.CMk* 

ties  injurious  to  the  peace  and'dignity  c^govenUMtat} 

to  prevent  such  pernicious  practices  in  future,  aodilQ 

order  to  aid  the  civil  power  in  the  jittt  nnrt  pffrrHml 

^xeeutlon  of  the  laws,  Be  it  madedj  TUitfrbecMer 
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the  governour  shall  hsive  satidftictory  tnformaiioD  thit 

j^ny  persons  within  this  commonwealth,  shall  be  incliD-  ^J^^H^^^ 

Qq  to  mutmy  or  not,  or  m  any  manner  to  retnst  toe  caUoutfbree 

jbxecution  of  the  act  **  For  recntiting.  this  state's  cmota  to  suiiprets 

of  troops  to  serve  in  the  continental  army,"  he  i^ft^i^JIJ^^Jfio 

by  empowered  to  order  one  or  more  troop  or  troops  of  [he  laws  for 

bqrse  to  be  raised  and  embodied  in  any  connty  where  reeruitUig 

such  persons  shall  so  resist  or  assemble  together  wiib  ^**.  •!^* 

•      •    •  •        Alt  •  I     I        •   auotA  or 

an  intention  to  resist.  And  the  governonr  with  the  ad- troop*,  for 

vice  of  his  council,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  n»*  the  conti- 
pessary  officers  to  command,  who  together  with  the  cental  army, 
privates  whilst  on  duty,  shall  be  entitled  -to  soch  pay 
and  rations  as  are  allowed  in  the  continental  line,  aiii^ 
.to  be  discharged  when  the  govemour  and  council  shall 
think  proper.     The  officers  and  privates  of  each  tn>op     / 
or  troops,  shall  furnish  their  own  horses,  arii^s,  and  skv 
coutrements,  which  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  publick  iu 
case  they  are  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  service,  without 
the  neglect  of  the  owner.     Frovided  neverthelea^^  Thai 
all  such  horses,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  shall  be  val- 
ued by  two  respectable  freeholders  upon  oath,  at  the 
time  of  entering  into  th^  said  service, 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  case  of  any  inva-  In  case  ot  in* 
sion  or  insurreofion  within  this  commonwealth,  it  shall  vasion  or  in- 
be  lawful  for  the  goverqoar  with  advice  of  the  council  ^JJ^^nor^u. 
of  «tate,'  by  commission  of  oyer  and  termiuer,  %o  be  thorisedto 
-inade  out  either  during  the  said  invasion  or  insurrec-  constitute 
tion,  or  after  the  sj^me,  and  to  be  directed  lo  ilie  judges  J^Jf  ^j.^f^'^^ 
of  the  general,  coiirt;  to  authorize  the  said  judge$  qf  treasons,  Sir 
ainy  tliree  of  them,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  withr 
in  the  coipmonwealth,  as  shall  be  limited  within  the 
9»)aifDtssion,  to  hear  and  determine  all  treasons  and 
fDispHsfons  of  treason,  and  also  all  offences  against  an 
ttet  of  general  assembly^  passed  in  the  year  one  thoii- 
tttnd  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  entitled  *^  An  act  af- 
^ng  penalties  to  certain  crimes  injurious  to  the  inde- 
pendieiice  of  America  but  less  than  treason,  and  r^peal^ 
higthe  act  for  punishment  of  certain  offences  alledged 
to  have  beeo  committed  during  the  said  invasion  or 
InMHrrection;"  the  said  judges  shall  enqjuire  of  such-of- 
'  Aiice»;t7  a  grand  jury  of  the  county  where  the  court  Modeofpr^; 
sluAlsit,  and  upon  every  indictment  for  any  such  of-  ceeding. 
feooe,  the  same  process,  rale,  and  order,  sliall  be  is- 
.  ^»edt  fMiraued,  and  obsecved,  as  is  by  law  directed  in 
tfisAM  be(We  ihe  said  general  court,  ai  theirs* 
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dk^ry  sessions)  md  ttie  trial  of  such  o^m:esif/ilesfML 
-     hy  the  ofiender,  shall  he  bad  by  twelve  liiwfaLineil#JiE»^ 
habitants  of  the  county  where  the  ofiender  was  appifee 
hended,  and  such  as  shall  be  convicted  of  my  soeb  "^ 
Senqe  shall  sufler  such  pains,  losses  of  lands,  gfxvim 
and  chauels,  as  if  tliey  bad  been  attainted  and  convk^ 
ed  of  such  offence  before  the  said  general  conjrt.    Tbk. 
said  judges  may  actfourn  from  time  to  time  at  Uieb.'wiU 
until  final  determinatioo,  and  shall  be  attended  fay  .tfar 
attorney  gen^ralf  4he  clerk  and  sheriff  of  thegesenri 
court,  which  sheriff  shall  summon  and  impaling  tU  jib' 
ries  for  enquiring  into  and  trial  of  such  offences,  waitfi* 
prision  of  treason,  and  other  offences,  and  shall  ea»sv 
cule  the  judgments  of  such  eourt>  and  make  retwrn 
thereof  to  the  said  clerk,  by  him  to  be  jiecordedt  ^^ 
oettier  with  all  die  proceedings.     Promded,  tmvei^h^ 
TeUf  That  if  the  said  court  be^lireoled  to  sit  in   ainr 
place  westward  of  the  blue  ridge  of  mountain^,  it  sbaiT 
be  lawful  for  the  govemour  with  advice  of  the  comici(^ 
of  state,  to  direct  the  said  commission  to  any  three'/or 
more  persons  learned  in  the  law,  and  to  procure  the  at^. 
tendance  of  any  other  attorney  on  behalf  of  thecotQr: 
monwealth,  in  which  cases >tbe  said  court  shall  be^it^ 
tended  by  the  clerk  and  sheriff  of  the  county  wherein 
.ibjsir  session  shall  be  held,  which  sheriff  shall  ^oieetilft. 
their  judgment  and  make  return  thereof  to  tbewd* 
clerk,  by  him  to  be  recorded,  together  with  all  the  pKK* 
ceedings,  and  the  same  to  be  transmiued  to  the  ciedt 
of  the  general  court,  to  be  safely  kept  among  the  r^^. 
cords  of  bis  office.    Every  juror  summoned  as  afore-*- 
said  and  (ailing  to  attend  such  court,  unless  for  good 
cause  shewn  to  be  adjudged  of  by  the  court,  shall  be. 
fined  two  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  unless  the 
same  or  the  value  thereof  in  money,  at  the  rate  setded 
by  the  grand  jury  at  the  preceding  general  court,  shsJl 
be  paid  before  the  final  adjournment  of  such  court;  the 
said  fine  shall  be  levied  by  such  sheriff  on  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  delinquent,  to  be  applied  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  of  holding  such  courU. 
Acteuats  of     And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
piaoifl  d««     assembly,  entitled^^^  An  act  to  continue  and  amend  the 
C^tjiid*^  filct  entitled  An  act  for  establishing  the  county  of  Illi- 
byfQiiitofs.  nois  and  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  defence 
of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes,''  It  is  enacki^ 
•That  the  governour  with  advice  of  the  council,  may 
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sitt}e4iifd  adjust  nil  accounts  wttii  th«  severml  com- 
oiandamsy  iticKm]  agents,  agents  of  trade,  and  oth^ 
officjenin  the  Illinois  department,  and  for  their  respec-' 
iWe  services^  to  make  such  reasonable  allowance  as  to 
bioi  shall  seem  just,  which  Ims  been  found  not  only  to 
c4R  the  nitention  ofthe  e^iecotive  from  more  important 
ol^ts,  but  to  bccanon  confusion  in  the  publick  ac* 
counts;  for  remedy^whereof  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Gene" 
rml  AsieiMy^  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
a€r,^ll  ibe  above-mentioned  accounts,  shall  be  adjust- 
ed- aod  settled  by  the  auditors  of  publick  accounts;  any 
thing  in  the  said  first  recited  act  to  the  contrary  not*  ^ 
withsianding. 

'Amt  fer  defence  ofthe  western  frontier  agahist  the     Begimeat 
invasions  of  the  Indian  or  British  enemv,  Be  it  enact-^  c^K?Ea 
edj  Thai  the  govemour  with  advice  of  council,  shall  g«i*1Bu»ke, 
imve  full  and  ample  power  to  cause  to  be  recruited  and  to  be  com- 
fcilly  complea^,  upon  the  best  terms  possible,  the  re-  ^^^^^ 
gimeat  under  colonel  George  Rodgers  Clarke's  com-  ^^|^ 
maitdv  and  that  the^  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and  ra*  frostier. 
tioRS  iMtb  other  om:ers  and  privates  on  continental  es- 
taUfskm^t,  and  be  ordered  into  service  whenever  the 
govemour  with  advice  of  council  shall  think  proper. 

\i/tndbe  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  govemour  with      Goveraor 
advice  of  covncil,  shall  have  power  to  authorize  the  tttthorisedto 
^  raisingand  embodying  any  number  of  volunteers,  'P'^^jlf^ 
case  €^  an  invasion  by  the  British  enemy,  and  sbalf  of  isvari«a» 
officer  and  r^ment  the  same,  as  to  him  with  advice 
of  cooacil  shall  seem  best,  wfaicb  may  be  ordered  into 
service  or  discharged  when  occasion  may  require,  and 
lie  allowed  such  pay  and  rations  as  militia  are  entitled 
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XT  A 

BEGUN    AND    HELD  i 

At  the  PwbUc  BviWdings  Vn  l\\e  Tov^n 
oC  Richmond,  on  Thursday  the  first  KSTiv 
da^  o{  March,  m  tbe^ear  ot  our  Lord  ^^™®'- 
one  thousand  son  en  hundred  and  eVgU- 
ty-one,  and  \n  the  fttth  ^ear  of  the 
tommonwcaUh. 


CHAP.  ].* 

In  act  to  raise  two  legions  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  state. 

WHEREAS  at  this  critical  juacture,  when  the  ene-  avo  legloju 
tuy  have  made  this  state  the  object  of  their  vengeance,  to  be  wn^ 
it  is  necessary  to  pro?ide  a  standing  force,  for  the  im- 
mediate  defence  thereof,  It  is  tkefrfore  enacted^  That  ^^        . 
two  legions  to  consist  each  of  six  companies  of  infan*  ficcw^uMl 
try  and  one  troop  of  cavalry,  of  one  hundred  men  each,  staff, 
be  forthwith  raised  to  serve  during  the  war,  but  not  to 
take  the  field  or  to  do  duty  except  in  cases  of  actual  or 
threatened  invasion,  during  which,  they  shall  continu* 
ally  remain  in  the  fields  if  the  executive  tiiall  think  pro* 
per,  or  except  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  training,  for 
which,  the  said  legions  shall  be  assembled  by  the  com- 
maoding  officer  of  each  legion,  when,  and  where  he 
pleases,  unless  be  shall  be  forbidden  by  the  executive 
power  of  this  state.   Each  company  shall  be  command- 
ed  by  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  axid  one  ensign,  ex* 

*  In  the  original  none  of  the  acts  of  this  session  are  number* 
ed  by  ckaptert,  nor  are  they  separated  by  «ecl^dn«.— Such  only  as 
irere  published  in  ^e  Chan,  Rev.  witt  be  So  noted  in  this  editioii. 
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m  lieti  af  an  ensign,  and  each  legion  -by.  a  Iiei|UtKli9l 
colonel  qdmniandant,  iwa  majors,  and  tfaie  whole  hfm 
brigadieit  general,  to  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  ballr 
bouses  of  assembly.  Tbe  lietttenant  colonels  coflir' 
roandant,  shall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  field  dB- 
cers,  appoint  the  other  officers  of  the  legions,  who  shall 
receive  state  commissions  from  the  governour/  Tb# 
officers  and  men  shall  be  governed  by  and  9Ub|ect  t# 
the  continental  articles  of  war,  and  each  man  shall  sign 
an  enlirstment,  to  be  devised  by  the  commanding  officer 
according  to  the  terms  of  this  act,  and  shall  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  this  commonwealth*  Immediate- 
ly after  any  invasion  shall  cease,  or  the  busioeas  of 
training  shall  be  over,  the  men  shall  be  marched  to 
some  magazine,  there  to  deliver  their  arms,  ammuoi* 
tion,  and  accoutrements,  under  the  direction  of  the  liea<- 
tenant  colonels  commandant,  who  shall  be  answerable 
for  them,  and  all  other  military  stores  delivered  to  dieit 
charge.  The  lieutenant  colonels  commandaaty  shall 
supervise  and  direct  the  uniforming  of  their  respediye 
legions.  The  cavalry  shall  furnish  their  own  mfsesi 
saddles,  and  bridles,  but  in  case  any  horse  shall  he  VSi- 
ei  or  ruined  in  the  service,  the  state  shall  furniali  aiUH 
ther  of  equal  value,  provided  such  death  or  injury  did 
not  happen  through  the  neglect  or  misconduct  et^ 
owner.   .  •  - 

Yay  and  e-      ^^^  ^^  encourage  Aien  to  engage  in  so  useful  aw* 
mohiinents.  vice.  It  is  farther  enacted^  That  all  persons  who  AM 
serve  m  the  said  legions,  shall  be  exempt  froro.i||i.iO|- 
r<:  litia  duty  and  from  all  manner  of  drafts,  exc^tffp^^ 

"<he  present  draft;  ^hall  be  clothed  (except  the  qi^jHnts- 
sioned  officei*s)  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  which  clothe; 
shall  only  be  used  whilst  the  legions  are  on  duty  or  ^ 
service;  shall  receive  the  pay  of  continental  trodfis 
whilst  in  service  or  under  discipline,  and  half  nj^  fi^ 
all  other  times  during  the  existence  of  the  saidIi^i9|0S|, 
and  be  also  allowed  a  present  bounty  of  two  thonsa^n 
dollars,  except  the  commissioned  officers,  who  shaft ».' 
ceive  pay,  rations,  and  forage,  only  wliilsl  in  seryjpi;. 
All  camp  utensils,  arms,  and  every  military  appar^""' 
for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers^ 
be  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  and  shall  i_ 
the  inen  are  out  of  service,  be  safely  stored  in  Ji^ 

,  ma^xine  to  bt  provided  for  that  purpose.    Tbe^li! 
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\  coloiieU  condmanduit}  may  alto  appoint  a  tar^ 
giMMi  and  two  mates  for  «ach  of  ibe  said  legions;  who 
shmll  be  paid  in  (be  same  manner  as  above  directed. 
.  Tbw  officers  of  the  legions  entitled  thereto,  shall  receive 
th^  smme  forage  as  those  of  like  rank  in  the  continen* 
td'army,  and  both  officers  and  men  shall  be  allowed 
the  same  rations,  but  under  the  same  restrictions,  both 
as^tb  the  forage  and  rations,  as  are  established  in  the 
continental  army. 


CHAP.  n. 

An  €i€tto  remedy  the  mconvemencieS' 

atisingfrom  the  interruption  given  325335,**^ 

\  to  the .  execution  of  two  acts  passed 

at  the- last  session  of  (assembly^  for 

recruiting  this  staters  quota  oj  troops 

^^ip  serve  in  the  continental  army^  and 

for  supplying  the  army  with  clothes^ 

provisions^  and  waggons. 

WHEREAS  through  the  interruption  given  by  the  _^^ 
present  invasion,  to  the  execution  of  tivo  acts  passed  aiioLeduT^ 
at  the  last  session  of  assembly,  the  one  entitled   "An  execute  the 
act  for  recruiting  this  state's  quota  of  troops  to  serve  *<^^*^  ^it}^^ 
in  the  continental  army,"  and  the  other  "  An  act  for  for^fecmul 
SQt^pIying  the  army  with  clothes,  pt*ovisions,  and  wag-  ing  tS^^*  * 
gohs;''  the  said  adis  have  in  many  counties  been  whol-  sute**  quota 
ly  suspended,  and  in  others  are  proceeded  on  under  ^i"^?  ** 
great  doubts  and  Obstacles,  insomuch  that  the  time  nentai  aiiiifi 
limited  for  the  execution  thereof,  may  expire  before  the  and  for  sup* 
said  recited  acts  can  be  carried  into  full  effect.      And  V^f^^  the 
whebeas  the  zeal  of  many  couiities  hath,  in  compliance  SqXm[*pU* 
with  a  recommendation  of  the  executive,  led  them  to  Tiiiofw  and 
proc^f*4  in  the  execution  of  the  said  recited  acts,  where-  ^•WTons. 
by  the  iostruments  of  the  law  may  be  subject  to  cavil 
and  vexation  from  individuals,  for  remedy  whereof  Z^e 

Vol.  X.  Z  2 
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1^  emtiUiby  iht  General  A$nmUyi  Thai  in  4i^y<MHE» 
ly  where  the  execaiion  of  the  said  recited  acts  »  etiliei 
of  than  shall  have  been  suspended  or  delayed^  it  sJUal 
and  mzy  lawfiil  for  the  magistrates,  .miiitia  <>fficer^ 
commissioners,  assessors,  sheriffs,  collectors^  and  oth«J 
persons,  charged  with  the  execution  thereof  imme^* 
ately  after  the  receipt  of  this  act^  to  proceed  thereto^  ii 
the  same  manner  as  they  might  have  done  by  virtu 
of  the  said  recited  acts  or  either  of  them,  having  reg.  | 
to  the  particular  periods  limited  both  for  the  commeiiGe< 
mentxmd  for  the  execution  of  any  particular  duty  there^ 
in  required.  Provided  nevertheusSf  That  the  g^overj 
nour  is  hereby  empowered,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
council,  to  sttsnend  in  any  particular  county  or  ctHlfH 
ties,  the  operation  of  both  or  either  of  tbe-daid  acts  for 
so  long  a  time  ai  to  him  shall  appear  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient 

And  whereas  so  much  of  the  said  last  recited  aot-as 
relates  to  the  live  beef  to  be  furnished  by  the  divisioQs^ 
requires  explanation  and  amendment,   It  isxftmiifr 
enacted^  That  the  executive  shall  call  fcD*  the  «aid  b^ 
whenever  the  publick  necessities  shall  demand  it,  giv- 
ing previous  notice  as  is  therein  directed,  and  if  it  alutn 
so  happen  that  the  said  beef  shall  be  required  aftv^lbe 
extraordinary  court  for  punishing  delinquencies  ahull 
have  past,  the  respective  county  courts  are  heretiy  vest- 
ed with  the  same  powers  as  the  said  extraordihary  cy^^rt 
possessed,  and  shall  at  their  sessions  next  succeec^ 
any  delinquency  under  the  said  last  recited  aci|  paiiSsb 
the  same  and  remedy  the  ioconyeniencies  tobe^deriw^d 
therefrom,  in  the  same  manner  as  such  extcaard^wry 
court  might  have  done  under  the  said  act*,  All  beeves 
to  be  furnished  under  the  said  act,  shall  weigb  at  least 
three  hundred,  including  the  fifth  quarter;  provided  ibaC 
any  two  or  more  divisions  may  jointly  fomish^  their 
beef  so  that  they  do  on  an  average  weigh  three  huD* 
dred.     And  provided  also,  that  if  any  division  shall 
furnish  a  beef  adjudged  to  be  of  a  greater  weight,  that 
the  person  furnishing  the  same,  shall  receive  a  cerdfi- 
caie  for  the  overplus  from  the  receiver,  which  shall  be 
settled  by  the  auditors  and  paid  for  out  of  the  treasury; 
the  said  receiver  furnishing  the  auditors  with  a  list  pf 
such  certificates,  by  which  to  adjust  the  said  claims. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  and  every  persoD 
or  persons  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  said  re^ 
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'^"Ofted  9ClSf  who  may  have  proceeded  in  that  dtity  ftgree- 
rad»A}e  to  the  recommendation  made  by  the  executi^, 
'^sU'iltolwitbstanding  the  explication  of  the  time  limited  for 
)fficqgfl]at  purpose  by  the  said  recited  acts,  or  either  of  them^ 
i  oAM#air4ie  and  they  are  hereby  exonerated  from  all  los9« 
UQe^fnjUry,  or  damage,  in  consequence  of  such  procedttre; 
•^Ofizwd  that  in  case  of  any  action,  suit,  or  prosecution, 
virt^^l^liQinenGed  or  to  be  commenced  thereupon,  the  defen- 
%  i  iiit  or  defendants  may  plead  the  general  issue  and 
»w(^^tve  this  act  in  evidence. 

'  Ae*--  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  persons  directed 
go*  to  carry  into  execution  the  said  recited  acts,  or  either 
Ivki)  of  tfa'era,  shall  perform  the  same  duties  on  their  revival 
red  Iff  thk  act  as  if  they  had  never  expired,  and  shall  re* 
aosi  l^eclSvely  for  any  omission' or  neglect  of  duty,  be  sub* 
vAi  ject  t6  the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  in  and  by 
the  said  recited  acts  or  either  of  them  are  impdsed  or 
iift  ImtBcted,  to  be  recoverable  in  the  manner  as  therein. 
?isii  p^^scribed.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  no  distress  for  Taxoami* 
fsA  the  tait  of  two  per  centum  on  property  valued  in  specie  J^  "I  •**^* 
udt  ^lytbe  made  by  any  collector  on  the  estate  of  any  J^^!^^, 
it,f  pirson  ib  actual  service,  as  a  militia  man,  but  the  said 
ill  liK  0baU  be  suspended,  for  and  during  the  time  of  ser* 
im  lAce^  which  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  are  re- 
;si  qNlctivety  engaged  in  the  militia,  and  no  longer. 
ij€  And  whereas  great  abuses  have  been  committed  by 
fa  persons  called  on  to  appraise  provisions  for  the  use  of 
X9E  4hrmiKtia  when  called  into  actual  service,  Be  it  far* 
&  'ikcr  ^enacted,  That  the  auditors  for  pubBck  accounts, 
ine  'm  every  such  certificate  produced  to  them,  allow  no 
jei  gmlcer  price  than  is  fixed  by  the  act  entitled  '^  An  act 
!^  tt»  nvive  add  amend  an  act  for  procuring  a  supply  of 
e^     provisites  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the 
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CHAP.  in. 

An  act  for  ascertaining  the  number 
qfmUitia  in  this  state. 

BcteMof  BE  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly ^  That  tkt 
5r2*  ^  county  lieutenant  or  commapding  officer  of  every  cqqii- 
totbwi^  ty  in  this  commonwealth,  be  directed  to  transmit  te  the 
wudt.  governour  before  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  an  exmst 

account  of  the  present  numbers  of  their  respective  mi' 
litias.  That  for  this  purpose,  they  call  immediacy 
upon  the  several  captains  or  commanding  officers  of 
the  respective  companies  in  their  several  counties,  for 
an  exact  list  of  each  company,  distinguishing  all  sach 
Ptnaky  on  as  are  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  Any  county  lieu-^ 
oficen  for  tenant  or  commanding  officer  failing'  so  to  do,  shall 
"*^^*^^  forfeit  and  pay  ten  thousand  pounds  weight  of  tobacco^ 
and  every  colonel,  lieutenant  polonel,  major,  caplain^ 
or  commanding  officer  of  a  company,  failing  to  return 
such  list  when  called  upon  for  it,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
five  thousand  pounds  weigh)  of  tobacco,  to  be  recover- 
ed with  cost;  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  the  court 
of  the  county  wliere  the  neglect  shall  lake  place,  and 
be  applied  to  lessen  the  levy  of  such  county,  ^nd  it 
is  farther  enacted^  That  this  act  shall  be  forthwith 
printed,  and  seat  by  the  .executive  to  tlie  county  lieu* 
tenant  or  commanding  officer  of  every  county  in  this 
state. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

An  act  to  exempt  artificers  employed 
at  iron  works  Jrom  militia  auty. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  AssembUf^  That  every      Artifiecn 
artificer  actually  and  necessarily  employed  at  any  iron  fP*^^*^ 
works  in  this  state,  shall  be  exempted  from  adl  military  ^^p^ 
4iiiiy,  during  the  time  they  are  so  emptoyed;  and  that  froamiUtift. 
$ttcb  and  so  many  waggons  or  other  carriages  with  ^^^* 
their  teams  and  drivers,  as  are  also  actually  and  ne» 
cessarily  employed  at  such  works,  shall  be  exempted 
from  all  impresses  for  publick  service  during  such  em* 
plojnQQpent,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
^hh  act  sliall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  end -of 
fbe  liext  session  of  assembly,  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  V. 

^4h  act  for  punishing  the  counterjeiu 
ers  of  the  paper  money  of  this  state 
or  of  the  United  States^  and  for 
making  the  same  a  legal  tender. 

WHlSRfiAS  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  paper    rorgincor 
money  of  this  state  and  of  the  Onited  States  ib  gene-  eounteifeit^ 
ral,  is  highly  prejudicial  to  the  circulation  of  the  same,  ^MT  P^^ 
and  it  is  necessary  that  all  persons  guilty  thereof  should  SluSite  or 
be  punished  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  Be  U  there-  of  congress, 
fore  enacted.  That  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon  de^th  with, 
aiid  shall  suffer  death  without  bene6t  of  clergy,  who  ^^  <^»«Ky 
shall  forge'or  counterfeit,  alter  or  erase,  any  bill  <if 
credit  or  treasury  note  which  hath  been  emitted  or  Shall 
hereafter  be  emitted  by  congress  or  this  state  or  any 
of  tbe  United  States,  or  who  shall  cause  or  procure 
such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note  to  be  forged  or  coun- 
terfeitedy  altered  t>r  erased,  gr  shall  aid  or  astisi  io 
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forging  or  counterfeitiDg,  altering  or  erasing,  such  bill 
of  credit  or  treasury  note,  or  shall  pass  or  tender,  or 
shall  cause  or  procure  to  be  passed  or  tendered,  any 
such  bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note  in  payment  or  ei(- 
change,  knowing  the  same  to  have  been  forged  or 
counteifeited,  altered  or  erased,  or  shall  have  in  his  or 
her  custody  or  possession  any  press,  types,  stamp,  plate, 
or  other  instrument,  necessary  to  be  used  in  Ihe  fabri- 
cation of  any  such  bill  of  credit  or  treasijury  note,  vai 
not  ac^ally  used  in  some  publick  printing  office,  or 
any  paper  with  or  wit|bout  signature,  on  which  the 
characters  or  words  that  are  contained  in  a  geouiae: 
bill  of  credit  or  treasury  note,  are  or  shall  be  impress*^ 
ed  or  inscribed  in  like  order  as  they  are  in  such  fafll 
of  credit  or  treasury  note,  or  any  such  bill  of  credit  or 
treasury  note  which  hath  been  altered  or  erased,  knoir^ 
ing  the  same  to  have  been  altered  or  erased,  and'shatt 
not  discover  such  press,  types,  stamp,  plate,  instrament^ 
paper,  or  altered  or  erased  bill  of  credit  or  treasury 
note,  to  two  justices  of  the  peace,  any  person  o#  pof^ 
sons  charged  with  having  been  guilty  of  any  one  o9 
more  of  the  above  mentioned  offences,  shall  be  prose* 
cuted  and  tried  in  the  manner  as  directed  fer  the  trial  of* 
like  offences,  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  ia  the  yesr 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and4ieveBty 
nine,  entitled  <<  An  act  for  punishing  persons  niilty  of 
certain  thefts  and  forgeries,  and  fixing  the  allowance 
to  sheriffs,  venire-men,  and  witnesses,  in  certain  cases." 
All  paper      And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  Uie  paper  bills 
Sdby  tSS'*'  of  credit  which  hath  been  emUted  or  shall  hemfter  be^ 
sute,  or  by   emitted  by  congress,  aac|  all  bills  of  credit  which  haive 
congress  de-  been  heretofore  emitted  by  this  state,  also  all  bUls  of 
«!uendir'   ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  gQVernour  with  advice  of  cooodl  hatk 
^  '    been  empowered  to  emit,  as  well  as  all  such  bills  as 

shall  be  emitted  by  any  act  or  vote  of  this  present  ^sea* 
sion  of  assembly,  shall  to  all  intents  and  parposes^  be- 
a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debu  and  contracta 
whatsoever,  except  specifick  contracU,' expressing  the- 
contrary;  so  much  of  the  said  recited  act  as  comes  with^ 
in  the  perview  of  this  act  shall  be  and  is  hereby  i^. 
pealed. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

An  qct  for  emitting  a  sum  of  money 
jor  publick  exigencies. 

WHEREAS  the  necessities  of  the  state  require  a     ^jirthcrc- 
farther  emission  of  paper  money,  Be  it  therefore  enact^  mitnon  of 
ed,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  shall,  and  p»p«i'  °^o- . 
be  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue  treasury  notes  in  dol-  ^  ^ttthon* 
lars  for  th«  sum  often  millions  of  pounds.      And  tha^"^  ' 
in  case  aid«  shall  not  be  furnished  by  the  United  States, 
adequate  to  our  ^wants,  or  exigencies  of  afiairs  shall 
make  it  necessary  to  emit  a  farther  sum  of  money  fot 
the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war,  It  is  farther  enact* 
etf,  That  the  governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  coun-  one  for  forty 
cli^  may,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  direct  the  erois* 
sionia* dollars  of  the  farther  sum  of  five  millions  of 
^Ottods;  mhkh  money  shall  be  receivable  in  all  taxed 
whatsoever;  and  the  publick  faith  is  hereby  pledged 
t\»  the  redemption  of  all  sums  of  money  issued  under 
this  act,  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
one-thoasand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  two,  by  fair 
and  equal  assessment  upon  the  whole  property  of  this 
eomihooweaUh.      The  treasurer  shall  cause  the  said 
noted  to  be  engraved  and  printed  in  such  manner,  and 
upoir  such  paper  as  he  may  think  most  likely  to  secure 
them  against  counterfeits.     The  face  of  the  notes  thus 
to?  be  emiited,  sliall  read  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

No..-.^ '.— dollars;    ThisbiHof -dol- 

Xoars  sfeall'be  exchanged  and  redeemed  in  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollars  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the 
rate  of  one  for  forty,  at  the  treasury  of  Virginia,  on  or 
b«fore  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  se- 
ven Imtidred  and  ninety  two.  On  each  of  the  said  notes 
tbe  treasurer  shall  cause  such  a  dence  to  be  printed  as 
wiU  readily  distinguish  them  from  any  others  hereto* 
fore  emitted.  He  shall  also  appoint  proper  persons  to 
ovfr-look  the  press,  to  number  and  sign  the  said  noteSi 
upon  the  best  terms  he  can,  always  observing  to  pub- 
lish the  names  of  such  numberers  and  signers  in  the 
newspaper.  The  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by  \ir» 
Cue  of  this  act  shall  be  entered  in  the  auditors  ofiBce  to 
the  treasurer's  account  and  be  signed  by  one  of  Ibe 
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auditors  or  by  one  of  their  clerks  or  by  an  assistant 
clerk,  whom  the  auditors  may  appoint  for  this  special 
purpose,  who  shall  receive  such  an  allowance  for  his 
trouble  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable^  without  which, 
signature  the  said  bills  of  credit  shall  not  be  current/ '^ '' 


CHAP.  VIL 

An  actjbr  burning  the  paper  bills  ^ 
credit  ojthis  state. 

^  BE  it  enaeUd  by  the  Genetrdt  jissmUy,  11iai«oom- 
i^ptriDo.  roittee  of  five  persons,  any  three  of  whom  may  act,  tie 
ney,  paid  in-  appointed  by  the  governour  and  council  as  soonals 
to  the  trea.  may  be,  wbo  shall  have  Aill  power  and  authority,  and 
^n^^  er  ^^V  ^^  hereby  directed  from  time  to  time  as  may  be 
oept  two  e*  most  convenient  to  them,  to  meet  at  the  treasury  office 
missions.  .    in  order  to  examine  and  bum  all  the  paper  bills  of  cre- 
dit issued  by  the  laws  of  this  country  either  before  or 
since  the  revolution,  which  shall  be  collected  and  paki 
ioto  the  treasury  by  the  sheriffs  and  pnblick  collector^ 
except  such  payments  as  shall  be  made  under  two  acts 
of  the  last  session  of  i^fembly,  the  one  entitled  ^<.  An  ' 
act  for  recruiting  this  state's  quota  of  troops  to  serve 
in  die  continental  army,"  and  the  other  <*  An  act  for 
the  defence  of  the  eastern  frontfer  of  this  commpn- 
wealth."    The  committee  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
from  time  to  time  deliver  to  the  treasurer  of  this  com* 
monwealth  certificates  of  the  sum  or  sums' of  money  so 
burnt,  distinguishing  of  what  emissions  the  same  tnny 
be,  which  certificates  the  treasurer  shall  cause  to  h^ 
published  in  the  Virginia  gazette  immediate^  tbclr^* 
afier. 
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:  CHAP.  VIII. 

An  act  to  continue  the  several  acts  of 
assemhly    xohich   would  otherwise 
have  expired  at  the  end  or  during 
the  present  session. 

WHEREAS  the  several  acts  for  giving  farther  pow-     au  acts  of 
^rs  to  the  governoar  and  council,  and  also  divers  other  assembly 
acts  of  the  general  assembly,  will  expire  unless  farther  u^^**^??*'^ 
continued,  Be  if  enacted,  ^hat  all  acts  of  assembly,  cd^at^^"^ 
eittil^r  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  or  for  any  other,  end  of  or 
which  would  have  expired  at  the  end  of  or  during  the  <Juringthe 
present  session  of  assembly,  be  and  the  same  are  here-  ^on^^contfn- 
Dy  continued  antil  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  as-  ued' 
^embiy  and  no  longer,  any  thing  therein  to  the  contra- 
ry notwUlistanding. 


CHAP.  IX. 


An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  [Chaa.Bev. 
act  for    establishing    a    General  ^-^^^'^ 
Court. 

L  WHEREAS  by  the  act  of  assembly  establishing     preamble, 
the  general  court,  no  provision  is  made  in  case  a  grand 
jury-qian  should  be  $ick  or  die  after  being  empan net- 
ted and  sworn,  by  which  means  it  has  happened  and 
tnay  agaip  happed  that  one  or  more  of  the  jury  may  ^^  .  .^^ 
fall  sidK  or  die,  and  of  consequence  all  the  powers  with  dying  or  tao 
wfaiith  they  ar^  invested  by  the  laws  and  constitutions  ken  sick,  af" 
are  unexecuted;  ancl  whereas  no  power  is  given  to  a^®"^  JJ^*?"** 
sitigle  member  of  the  court,  after  a  snfScient  number  ctnnot  i^ 
has  once  met,  to  adjourn  in  case  one  or  more  of  the  tend,  his 
said  members  should  be  sick  or  die  during  the  term;  P^<^  n^T. 
(or  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted^  That  whenever  it  ^  l^ff^SL 
shall  so  happen  that  one  or  more  of  the  jury  should  be  der. 
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sick  or  die  after  being  sworn,  that  the  judges,  if  it  be 
necessary,  shall  cause  to  be  summoned,  empannelled, 
and  sworn,  any  by-standers,  being  qualified  according 
to  law)  and  all  the  proceedings  of  such  grand  Juiry  f^ 
be  binding  in  the  same  manner  as  in  any  other  case. 
On«  jodge,      11.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  member  of  tk 
Slourn'SJe^  court  should  be  sick  or  die,  or  by  any  other  unaYoil- 
general        able  accident,  should  be  prevented  from  atlmdiBg  it 
K..\..ii,  any  lime  after  a  sufficient  number  hath  met  to  coasd- 

tute  the  same,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  an^  one 
or  more  of  the  remaining  judges  to  adjourn  from.^y 
to  day  throughout  the  term,  until  a  court  can  be  bad. 
Provision,  in      HI-  And  whereas  by  the  sickness  and  non-atlend- 
CMC  of  the    ance  of  a  jury-man  during  the  present  setting  of  .^ke 
ukcn  i^ck"^   general  court,  the  grand  jury  was  dissolved  by  neai^ 
daring  *the   ^^  ^^ere  not  being"  members  sufficient  to  proceed  ob 
present  term  business,  in  consequence  whereof  the  price  of  lobaco» 
could  not  be  settled  as  by  law  directed,  and  die  o^^t» 
of  government  and  others  will  be  unpaid  for  their  sci;- 
vices,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  immediately  a/W 
tlie  passing  of  this  act,  and  during  the  preseat  session 
of  the  general  court,  the  judges  thereof  shall  cai^  to 
be  summoned  a  grand  jury  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
anv  law  lo  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
The  gover-      Iv.  And  whereas  the  prison  in  the  town  of  Hicli-: 
crcd  uTrent  ™^"^»  ^^  *^  ^™**'  ^^  contain  the  prisoners  comsaktri 
»  houte  for   thereto,  and  from  their  being  crowded  together,  ihere 
confining       will  be  danger  of  infectious  disorders.  It  is  farther  <• 
ionci?  ^"'   looted,  That  the  governoor  with  the  advice  pf  council 
may,  and  he  is  hereby  desired  to  rent  a  temporaiy 
building,  most  proper  for  the  business,  in  or  near  the 
said  town  of  Richmond,  which  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  judges  in  the  same  manner  as  the  prison 
now  is,  and  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of 
confining  such  prisoners  as  the  iudges  of  the  general 
court  shall  particularly  order  thither  and  no  other« 
One  judge      V.  And  whereas  great  inconveniences  have  arisen 
^the  gene-  from  ihe  law  now  in  force,  empowering  the  judges  of  die 
mayqjiariry    '*'S^^  ^^"^^^  of  chancery  alone  to  qualify  auditors  of  pub- 
thc  auditors  '"tii  accounts,  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  either  of 
o|  public  ac.  ihe  judges  of  the  general  court  shall  have  full  power 
comit9.         j^  r^ ,  I 'j  all  auditors  of  publick  accounts  that  il»U 
hert^after  be  appointed. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Sec  Mite  p . 


An  "act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
,,  act  fbr  giving  farther  time  to  oht(fin  23r 
.  warrants  upon  certificates  for  />re. 
-'  emption  rights^  and  returning  cer- 
';',  tain  surveys  to  the  land  office^  and 
Jor  other  purposes. 

WHEREAS  the  time  Kroited  in  ;tVie  act  einiiled     Powers  of 
*  Ad  act  for  giving  fardier  time  to  obtain  warrants  up-  commission* 
^  ^certificates  for  pre-emption  rights,  and   returning  ?J^J°^**** 
eertttin  surveys  to  the  land  office,  and  for  other  purpo>  claims  tn  un- 
9«,^  to  the  commissioners  for  adjusting  and  settling  patented 
Ihe  claims  to  unpatented  lands  within  theif  respective  '?"^^  exten- 
^^tricis,  has  been  found  to  be  too  short  for  that  pur-  further  \^me 
rpose,*  B^  it  thertfore  enacted,  That  all  the  powers  gi-  allowed!  for 
'^n  to  the  said  commissioners  by  any  act  or  acts  of  ®*'^*''^'"^ 
'astembly/ shall  be  continued  and  remain  in  force -for  TiTccrtlii"^' 
atid^dtn'ing  the  farther  time  of  twelve  months,  and  from  oates  for 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly,  and  ^.^^"'^'^ 
that  th^  same  time  be  allowed  for  making  and  return-  [Jfr^u^Jf^ 
ing  to  the  land  office  all  surveys  of  land  by  virtue  of  suryeyt  to 
edlrys  with  the  county  surveyors  heretofore  made  ac-  *l^e  1*"^  o*"^ 
torcftng  to  the  established  laws  anrt  ii^snges,  any  law      -' 
W-the  contrary  notw!tl}St«nding. 
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A?i  net  to  amend  Ike  act  entitled  Ani 
act  Jar  laying  a  tax  payable  in  ctr^ 
tain  enumerated  comwfidities. 

PenoMlia'      WHEREAS  (be  act  eqtUled  "  An  act  far  larying  a 

bie  to  tax,  in  (^ic  payal^le  in  cerUin  enumerated  comnifodides/'  xm^ 

cert^n  ena-   p^ggg  -^  specifick  lax,  for  the  purpose  of  prociuring 

^^mmoditiea  grain  for  the  use.  of  the  army;  and  whereas  previoieto 

who  have     the  paymeat  thereof  for  the  present  year,  many  per- 

had  their       sons  have  had  their  graia  iinpressed  for.lhe.  fMo^^se 

presic?'for    aforesaid,  audit  is  reasonable  that  it  sliofild  fce'dis- 

the  use  of     counted  out  of  their  S{aid  tax,   li  is  Aeref&re^ataeiedi 

the  army.      That  all  certificates  given  by  auy  officer  of  the  ataff  er 

di'scount^L*  ^*»^»  ^^^^^^  ^^•'^^  continent^  of  this  ^te,  or  «f  the  hik 

to  so  much,    liii^  of  this  state,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  givM  fop 

grain  so  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  avmy  or  eS.juv^ 

..,    goners  taken  from  the  enemy,  $hall  be  both  fit:  Ibe.^pe- 

M  9«.  .      sent  year  and  ^Iso  during  the  cootinuanca  of  tfao^aid 

..  •-^^•^»       recited  act,  received  inpay^iient  pf  the  said*  apeciBck 

tax  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  persoa*  piKyiag|i«l 

.  m  been  possessed  of  the  grain  itself;  aiyl  if  ^lie  aBtount  of 

b"  the  said  certificate  sluiU  exceed  the  tax  due  by  fheper- 

son  so  paying  the  ^ame,  the  receiver  niay^  take  the 

.'      "^        whole  as  so  much  in  advance  for  •  future  debite  of  the 

said  tax.     Provided^  That  before  any  reqei%)er  W  the 

said  tax  shall  receive  such  oertificatei  the  person  fiay« 

tng  it  shall  take  before  a  magistrate  the  following  oath 

or  afHrmation,  which  shall  be  by  the  said  magistrate 

indorsed  on  the  certificate.      "  I    do  swear  ^or 

affirm  J  that  I  am  not  concerned  in  any  deceit  relating 
to  this  certificate  wiih  an  intention  to  injure  this  com- 
inonwcaUh  or  the  United  States;"  and  shall  also  by  him 
or  herself  or  the  person  delivering  the  same,  makeoatii 
that  lie  or  she  believed  the  same  was  taken  for  the  use 
^  >^.       of  tlje  army  or  of  prisoners  taken  from  1^^  enemy. 
■  ^      The  certificates  so  received,  shiill  be  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  said  tax  returned  to  the  auditors  of  this 
^  *  state,  to  be  by  them  preserved  as  so  many  vouchers 

^  against  the  United  States,  and  in  yieturns  of  the  said 

tax  the  said  certificates  sh()ll  be  carefully  distinguished 


fc^^  . 
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from  the  receipts  in  kind,  so  that  the  executive  my 
know  what  quantity  of  the  said  tax  hath  been  receiv^ 
ill  such  certi^cates. 

Aod  whereas  no  compulsory  mode  is  pointed  out  by     Penalty  on 
the  said  act  which  bath  been  found  efficacious  to  in-  coramission 
duce  the  commissioners  and  receivers  of  the  said  tax  l^i^^j.^  of 
to  discharge  their  respective  duties  as  ifaefetn  defined,  specitictjix 
It  is  farther  enacUdy  That  tf  any  commissioner  or  re*  for  nc^lcc, 
ceiver  shall  fail  in  his  duty  as  prescribed  either  by  this  ^^  ^**^*- 
or  the  said  recited  act,  he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  ^ 

for  each  offence  forfeit  and  pay  five  thousand  pounds  jf 

of  tobacco,  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  common- 
Wealth  in  any  court  of  record;  and  if  the  said  commit-     /udci^ia 
aioners  shall  fail  to  make  proper  returns  of  the  gram  xmrnftttm, 
or  other  aherQatives  so  to  be  collected,  the  publick  so-  without  f^>- 
ticitor  shall  on  the  third  day  of  the  general  court,  with-  ^^^' 
Out  any  previous  notice,  make  a  motion  against  them 
for  the  amount  of  the  whole  grain  or  other  alternatives 
due  from-  the  said  county,  to  fix  which,  the  last  return 
therefrom  ascerttiining  the  number  of  tithables,  shall 
be  adttiitted  as  proper  evidence.     The  said  court  shall 
give  their  judgment  in  money,  having  first  settled  the    ^^^'y^^^- 
value  of  the  tax,  supposing  the  whole  to  have  been  abradr^*^' 
paid  in  Indian  corn,  according  to'the  then  highest  cur- 
rent price  in  this  state,  and  adding  thereto  twenty  per  Damages. 
eenlum  over  and  above  upon  the  amount  of  the  said 
valuation,  and  in  case  the  said  commissioners  shall  fail 
to  disburse  the  said  tax  as  collected  and  returned,  their 
returns  shall  be  evidence  against  them  in  like  manner, 
and  all  debits  or  ballances  shall  be  recoverable  on  mo- 
tion with  twenty  per  centum  addition  as  above  direct- 
ed.    And  that  the  commissioners  may  have  a  prompt  Remedy  tv 
rekoedy  against  their  said  receivers,  they  may  at  any  commiMioa. 
time  on  giving  ten  days  notice,  recover  a  judgment  in  «"  tgainit 
any  conrt  of  record  for  the  value  of  the  deficiency,  to  '•®**^^"' 
be  ascertained  on  the  same  principles  as  above  men- 
tioned, together  with  twenty  per  centum  advance,  out 
of  wbicli  they  shall  forthwith  replace  the  commodities 
in  which  the  receiver  was  indebted  to  the  publick,  and 
the  balance  if  anyi  shall  be  to  their  own  use. 
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t!\i  lV\c  Pv\bVic  Buildings  \\\  iVie  Tovjn   . 

o?  Richmond,  ou  Monday  Ihe  se\enlh  fcriSSj'eiJf' 
da^  of  May,  lu  Ihc  ^ear  of  ov\r  Lord  «^^^™^'- 
one  thousand  se\en  hundred  and  eVgh- 
t>(-one,  and  \n  the  Mlh  ^cav  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  from  thence  con-  ' 
tinned  b^  adjournment  to  the  town 
of  Staunton,  Vn  the  count\f  of  Augus- 
ta. 


CHAP.  I* 

,in  act  concerning  the  adjournment  [ciian.ticv. 
of  the  supreme  courts.  ^^  ^'^ 

T.  WHEREAS  upon  the  punctual  administration     Preunblc* 
of  justice,  criminal  as  well  as  civil,  the  public  peace 
and  well  being  depend  for  support,  and  it  may  ne  of- 
ten interrupted  by  hostile  alarms  and  other  obstacles, 
if  the  courts  be  stationary  at  particular  places;  Beit  GovemotlK 
enacted  by  ihe  General  Jlssemblt/y  That  so  often  as  it  council  may 
shall  appear  necessary,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  go-  ^^^^J^^^*" 
vernor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  state,  by  a  change  t]i« 
proclamation,  bearing  date  one  month  at  least  before  place  of 
the  first  day  of  meeting,  and  dispersed  throughout  the  holdin|f 
several  counties  (that  of  Illinois  excepted)  to  cause  the  ^°"  ** 
court  of  appeals,  the  high  cojurt  of  chancery,  and  the  and tite  time. 

*  In  the  original  none  of  the  acta  of  this  session  are  number* 
cd  by  ckapterM,  nor  are  they  separated  by  tecfiofM.^Such  only  as 
were  published  in  the  Chav.Rer.  will  be  so  noted  in  this  edhton. 
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general  court,  to  meet  at  any  convenient  place  within 
the  commonwealth,  there  to  hold  their  respective  ses- 
Judges  may  gions  immediately  succeeding  each  proclamation.  If 
^i^ihLif  '*  ^''^^'  ^°  happen  that  the  cause  of  adjournment  shall 
t^  cannot  occur  within  the  space  of  a  month  next  preceding  the 
sit  wHb  Bofe-  day  of  meeting,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the' governor,  with 
^y*  the  advice  of  the  council  of  state,  by  a  proclamatioo 

dispersed  as  aforesaid,  to  postpone  the  time  of  me!eting 
beyond  the  day,  taking  care  that  one  month  at  least 
shall  intervene  between  the  date  thereof  and  such  uew 
day,  and  that  the  new  day  does  not  fall  within  the 
month  next  preceding  a  stated  term,  except  that  in  the 
i^v  •  case  oi  postponing  the  March  and  October  session  of 

tr-^  "  the  general  court,  no  regard  need  be  had  to  the  Jun6 
<;ourt  of  ad-  and  December  terms.  If  after  a  session  begun,  a  ina- 
9?t"ar?^  ^^^  jority  of  the  judges  of  the  aforesaid  courts  who  areprc- 
where  on  sent,  shall  be  of  opinion,  and  so  record,  that  they  can- 
proper occa-  not  it  vith  safety  at  the  place  fixed  by  law,  ot  the 
sions.  proclamation  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawAil  for  them  to 

adjourn  to  the  succeeding  term:  and  thereupon  all  bit* 
Courts  held  siness  shall  stand  continued  over.      A  majority  of  the 
under  pro    judges  of  the  court  of  admiralty  may,  on  any  necessa- 
ciamation      ^y  occasion,  sit  at  places  other  than  that  appointed  by 
The  ^?o  for    ^^^^  ^"^  reasonable  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  mar- 
trial  or  dis-   shat  or  his  deputy  to  all  parties  to  suits  depending 
charc^e  of      therein  of  such  adjournment,  if  to  be  found,  or  to  their 
cnn^naU-      proctor  if  absent:    And  if  neither  they  nor  their  proc- 
tor be  found,  three  weeks  publication  in  the  Virginia 
Gazette  shall  be  adjudged  sufficient  notice  of  the  ad- 
No  discon*  journment.      Copies  of  any  proclamation  of  adjourn- 
^^"^  */    ^^^^  ^^^"  ^^  ^^"^  under  signature  of  the  governor  and 
heW  in  usual  ^^^  of  the  commonwealth,  to  each  of  the  jttd^  aforc- 
terros.  said,  whose  court  may  be  so  adjourned.      IfO  court, 

tlius  holden  under  a  proclamation,  shall  be  adjudged 
on^  of  those,  at  which,  a  criminal,  petitioning  to  be 
tried,  and  not  being  tried  shall  be  discharged  and  ac- 
quitted; nor  shall  there  be  a  discontinuance  in  any  pro- 
ceeding whatsoever,  if  the  courts  aforesaid^  or  either 
of  them,  should  not  be  holden  in  their  usual  terms. 
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CHAP.  IL 

An  act  to  enable  the  congress  of  the     seexor* 
United  States  to  levy  a  duty  oncer-  S.Vi|'^ 
tain  goods  and  merchandizes^  and  ^• 
also  on  all  prizes. 

WHEREAS  the  congress  of  the  United.  States,  by  Conmnau. 
their, act  of  the  third  day.  of  February  last,  recom-  thonscd  to 
mended  it  to  the  several  states,  that  they  vest  a  power  ^P^^  ^^ 
in  congress,  enabling  them  to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per  SadpiSes. 
centum  ad  valoreniy  on  certain  goods  Hares  and  mer- 
chandizes, and  also  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods:  It 
is  therejore  enacted^  That  the  United  States  in  congress 
assembled,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
.  and  empowered  to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per  centum  ad 
valorem^  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  or  the  value  there- 
of in  the  current  money  of  the  United. States,  or  of  this 
slate,  at  the  lime  and  place  of  importation,  upon  all 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  of  foreign  growth  and 
manufacture,  which  may  be  imported  into  this  com- 
monwealth, from  any  port,  island  or  plantation  not 
Within  any  of  the  United  States,  aAer  the  first  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  except  arms,  amipunition,  cloathing  and 
other  articles,  imported  op  account  of  the  said  states 
or  .any  of  thejfn, .  and  except  wool  cards  and  cotton 
cajrds  and,  wire  for  making  them,  and  also  except  salt 
during  the  w?ir;  the  said  United  States  are  hereby  also 
empowered',  to  levy  a  like  duty  of  five  per  centum  on 
all  prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  by  the  admiral- 
ty court  of  this  commonwealth  as  a  lawful  prize  to  be 
paid  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  will  conduce  to  the  general  interest,    Andtotp- 
tb^t  the  commercial  regulations  throughout  the  said  point  ooUeCr 
states  he  qpiforra  and  consistent,  Be  it  ihertfore  far*  ^"^ 
ther  enact edf  That  the  said  United  States  in  congress 
assembled,  are  hereby^  authorized  to  appoint  one  or 
.more  collector  or  collectors  in  this  commonwealth,  to 
collect  the  said  duties,  according  to  such  rules  and  or* 
dinances  for  collecting  and  levying  th«  same,  as  they 

Voi^  X.  B  3 
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shall  judge  expedient;  Provided^  Thai  such  ndet  Md 
ProTito.        ordinances  be  not  repagnaot  to  ^the  constitotiofi  and 

laws  of  this  state. 
Appropria-      *^^  ^  ii  farther  cnaetedf  That  the  monies  arising 
tlon  of  du-     from  the  said  duties,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  dis- 
ties.  charge  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  foreigndebls 

already  contracted,  or  which  may  be  contracted,  on 

the  faith  of  the  said  states  for  supporting  the  present 

war. 
.  .  And  be  it  farther  enactedf  That  this  act  shall  remun 

Limitation.    ^^  continue  in  force  until  the  full  and  final  ^sebaree 

of  the  debts^  herein  before<Hnentioned,  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  III. 


An  act  to  amend  the  act  for  raising 
two  legions  for  the  defence  of  the 
state. 

Troops  in  WHEREAS  the  act  for  raising  two  legions  for  the 
the  two  le-  defence  of  this  state  needs  amendment,  in  oitler  to  ki- 
•mptedfrom  ^"*^^  ^'*^  ^^^^  disposed  citizens  to  enlist  therein;  Bt  it 
drafts.  enactedf  That  all  persons  now  enlisted,  or  who  may 

hereafter  enlist  to  serve  in  either  of  the  said  legionSf 
shall  he  exempted  from  the  present  draft  for  fiUi»g^«p 
thi  .  ill's  quota  of  continental  troops.  And  the^oait- 
ty  lieutenant,  or  other  commanding  o'fficer  of  the  mili- 
tia, shall,  in  making  up  his  accounU  of  men  on  wiiom 
the  said  draft  hath  fallen,  or  may  fall,  dlstingi^isb^iieb 
as  belong  to  the  said  legions,  for  which  his  said  ooim* 
ty  shall  l\ave  credit  in  the  number  demanded  for  tbe 
purpose  aforesaid;  Pnmded,  That  the  f>retfidiDg  ^ofi* 
cer  at  any  draft  shall  cause  the  men  so  inlisted  mthe 
said  legions,  to  be  fairly  drawn  for  as  in  otber  cases,  > 
and  such  officer  or  other  person  guilty  of  collusion  to 
throw  thd  draft  on  any  person  so  inlisted,  shall  forfUC 
and  pay  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  le- 
covered  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  legion,  in 
any  </ourt  of  record  by  action  of  debt  in  the  Mmei!( 
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.«cli<onBMincfi»g: officer,  to  which  th^  dvafted  mtn 
csfaattbdioBg,  andappKed  by  Nm  towards  procuring 
hospital  stores  for  his  sick*  No  person  engaging  ^ 
iher  as  officer  09  soldier  in  the  said  legions,  shall  be 
thereby  debarred  Orooi  enjoying  or  exercising  any' 
Tight,  office  or  privilege  which  he  might  otherwise  pos- 
sess as  a  citizen  of  this  commonwealth* 

And  whereas  if  the  time  of  service  was  shortened  it  Termof  ser- 
might  conduce  to  the  inlistiog  of  men;  A  is  farihtr  vice. 
«ic»«Ud,  That  the  officers  may,  and  they  are  hereby 
.  fln|Kiwered  to  recruit  men  for  the  term  oif  three  years. 


CliAP.  IV 

An  act  for  eHablishing  martial  law 
within  twenty  miles  of  the  Amerr* 
am  armj/j  or  the  enemy's  camp. 

WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ar-  ^   .  •  1^ 
nfy,  that  all  persons  within  a  limited  distance  thereof  (i^^re^ 
^onld  be  subject  to  martial  law;  Be  U  enacted.  That  within  20 
aU  "persons  whatsoever  either  in  the  American  army  or  roilc^ofthe 
within  twenty  miles  thereof^  and  also  all  persons  with-  ^y^^thc 
ia 'twenty  miles  of  the  enemy's  camp,  shall,  and  they  enemy's 
are^h^reby  declared  to  he  subject  to  martial  law,  as  ^^^^V* 
declansd  by  the  continental  rules,  articles  and  regula- 
tions vf  war;  and  any  person  within  the  said  limits, 
girihy  of  disob^ience  of  orders  or  of  any  other  offence, 
'^^•oishable  by  the  said  articles  of  war,  shall  be  tried, 
^acquitud  or  condemned,  and  punished  as  in  and  by 
'  the  ^d  rules  and  articles  of  war  is  oidered  and  pi^e- 
'  teribedl    Provided^  That  this  act  shall  contiaueand 
^he  kk  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assem- 
*  'Vyj  and  no  longer* 
^»?  I*'.   •-    ■ .     "  •. 


iJ,  w- 
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CHAP.  V. 

An  act  to  empower  the  sheriffs  to  hmid 
elections^  in  certain  cases^  dt  otfieT 
places  than  tliose  appointed  by  laiii. 

Electumftfor     WHEREAS  manj  places  within  this  coHKBenwealfk 
memben  of  have  been  exposed  to  the  incureioBS  of  the  enenqr^ 
****'h'*^      whereby  the  freeholders  of  some  counties  have  fa««i 
inwy place! P""^^^"^®^  ^**^™  meeting  at  the  places  appointed  by 
■ecorefrom'  '^w,  to  elect  representatives  to  serve  in  general  asseo? 
the  enemy,    biy;  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  in^onvenioMres  is  fit* 
ttire,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Getieral  Auembly^  That  du- 
ring the  present  war,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of 
any  county,  when  the  usual  place  of  holding  elections 
shall  appear  to  him  insecure  from  the  enemy,  to  hold 
^    his  election  at  any  otlier  place  within  his  county  wbich« 
shall  be  more  safe,  having  given  ten  days  notice  there- 
of previous  to  the  said  election. 


CHAP.  VI. 

p.^iSoj^'''^^^  o^ot  for  calling  in  and  exchanging 
this  staters  quota  of  conUnentfid  mo- 
ney. ,  . 

lW,ch.*X?  ^-  ^^  *^  ^"^^^^'^  *y^A«  (itneralAs$e:mbly,Ti^\  so 
forcaMinffin'^Cich  of  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  actto^ftx- 
this  •t»te^l  plain  and  amend  the  act  for  calling  in  and  re<feem}^ 
SncmafmJI  ^^^  "^^^^^  "^^^  '"  circulation,  and  for  emitting  arid 
ney  repeal-  funding  new  bills  of  credit  according  to  the  resohHidits 
ed.  of  congress  of  the  eighteenlh  of  March  last^'*  as  diiWU 

the  treasurer  to  exchange  the  old  continental  bills  in 
the  manner  as  by  tlie  said  act  is* directed",  ^hatt  b^  aid 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
n^taS^     "•  •*'^^*^  t^/arrAcr  enacted.  That  from  antf -after 
tender.        the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  said  old  moiieyi  shall 
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cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  any  debt  or 

contract  whatsoever:   Provided,  That  the  sheriffs  and  But  receiya- 

other  pubiick  collectors  shall  continue  to  receite  the  ^**  '"  tixei. 

sakne  in  p^ymetit  of  all  pubiick  debts  and  taxes,  and 

upon  the  settlement  of  their  several  collections  to  pay 

the  sanie  into  the  pubiick  treasury  in  discharge  there* 

of. 

HI.  JInd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  treasurer  Nonoreof 
of  this  commonwealth  shall  not  pay  out  of  the  treasu-this  money 
ryjfor^ny  cause  whatsoever,  any  part  of  the  said  mo*  Jj^^*^^'^ 
ney'to  be  issued  in  virtue  of  the  resolutions  of  con*  treasury, 
gf^sft  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  « 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  except  bythe  directions  of 
the  efeecutive  or  the  legislature. 


CHAP.  VII. 


An  act  for  giving  certain  powers  to 
the  governour  and  councilf  and  for 
punishing  those  who  shall  oppose 
the  execution  of  laws. 

WHEREAS  in  this  time  of  public  danger,  it  is  ne-     Preamble. 

.  cessary  to  invest  the  executive  with  the  most  ample 
pow^^rs,  both  for  the  purpose  of  strenuous  opposition      f: ;      > 
to  the  enemy,  and  also  to  provide  for  the  punctual  ex- 
ecution of  laws,  on  which  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the 
commonwealth  depends;  Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That     Extensive 
4be  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  is  hereby  empow-  powers  of 
$i£d  to  call  forth  the  forces  and  resources  of  this  state,  governor  8t 
in  suich  numbers  and  quantities,  and  for  such  purposes  caiHorth^ 
as  the  common  good  may  make  necessary,  and  to  march  the  forces  & 
^  order  them  to  such  place  or  places  as  the  service  reao^ifces  of 

^ay  require.    The  governor,  with  the  advice  of  coun-  ^^^  *^**®- 
<il,  is  dso  hereby  empowered  to  procure  by  impress   to  impre8«^ 

^r  otherwise,  under  such  regulations  as  they  shall  de-  pr©peny. 
vise,  provisions  of  every  kind,  all  sorts  of  cloathing, 
Meotttcements  and  furniture,  proper  for  the  use  of  the  -U* 

^rmy$  negroes  as  pioneers,  horses  both  for  the  draft       J^  ^ 
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aod  cavalry,  wagM;ons,  boats  xu*  oih«r  vc;ii9ek  WfAAiei^ 
crews,  and  also  aU  other  necessaries  as  maj  J)e  waigUe^ 
for  supplying  the  militia  or  other  troops, empJfiQfmLJp 
To  order  out  the  public  service.    The  governor^  witli  adviiceor^i^ 
particuUr     council,  may  order  out  such  particular  officers  as^nkSkjp 
^^A^^i**        he  approved,  to  commaod  any  militia  which  sbaU  teke 
To  appro*  ^'^^  ^^'^*         *^^  governor,  with  adviceof  the€Oimci}| 
]ie«dMnr<*  ifi  also  hereby  empowered  to  apprehend  or  cause  U)  k^ 
fectedjier-   apprehended  and  committed  to  close  Gonfia^ineDt,>s|tij 
"^'^^ad  P^*^**  ^^  persons  whatsoever,  whom  they  may  hf^f^ 
batl,iiui'm-    J^^^  cause  to  suspect  of  disaffection  to  the  lodepeadioiioe 
prize,  or  Ao-  of  the  Uuited  States  or  of  attachment  to  their  eaeipMi^ 
betuttfui,    and  such  person  or  peMons  shall  notbe  setat^UlMfiy 
.by  bail,  mainprlze  or  Habtus  corpm,     Tbt  fg^femtifh 
7^^*^^,        with  the  advice  of  council,  is  also  hereby  ^mpoveici^ 
within  tbo    if  necessary,  to  send  within  the  enemy's  lines,  any  jifoi^ 
enemy's       son  or  persons  who  hath  or  have  heretofore  reftned  to 
^^^'  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  unless  such  reAisal  ahAll 

have  arisen  from  religious  scruples  or  other  reaaoos 
equally  satisfactory,  and  whom  they  shall  have  good 
cause  to  suspect,  do  still  continue  inimical  to  the  ^fiSa* 
ot^w?*"****  pendence  oi  the  United  States;  and  also  any  perscMi  or 
persons  having  been  previously  convicted  by  Xeslimo- 
ny  on  oatb  before  the  said  executive  of  disaffeclHMi  I9 
the  government,  giving  aiw  person  or  persons  at  the 
least  twenty  days  notice  of  such  banishment,  thAthe 
or  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  or 
their  properly,  which  they  are  hereby  permitt^  to  do. 
Felony  with,  ^^(j  g^ny  person  refusing  to  go  when  so  offCJerfidf  or 
return  ffom*  ^^^"^""^S  after  .having  so  gone  withit^  tbe  ^mv'^ 
banishment,  lines,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  feloMny  :a^  ^aU^  ^^ 
fer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. .    ;A^  if /4hf)  tifia 
of  executing  any  law  for  recruiting  men  or  raising  fmpr 
plies  for  the  army  hath  elapsed  or  may  herWWtflapse 
before  it  hath  been  com|)leatly  executed,  thegovorpp^f^ 
with  advice  of  council,  may,  bylits  proclam^U#[H:4|H 
J  point  other  dates  for  the  execution  ofsucbU^.I^ 

any  person  or  persons  failing  to  carry  iotoefi^l  ife 
law  at  such  dates,  shall  pay  and  sufibr  the  sao^  poi^ 
ties  as  tliey  would  bave  paid  and  suffered  at  |he  it$ 
WmpTb^^  ^^  executing  the  said  laws  as  therein  prescfibn^  .SBT 
W  for  can  any  person  or  persons  shall  makeoppositioitbjr  (00 
Ing  oiit  mill,  to  laws  for  ih^i  express  purpose,  of  calliai;  men  ia^lte 
dS^Il'Jdci/  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  defence  of  this  stalB,  be  or  tbior :.iM&*# 
rilly  devi.    Considered  as  civilly  dead  a3  to  t^  ipr  tiMCijuSPfM^ 
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^Meh  «te*l  go  and  descend  to  his  or  their  next  heir, 
ur  be"  distribiited  nnvong  his  or  their  next  of  km  ac- 
cording t0  law;  every  such  person  shall  also  incur  and 
sttAbr  iili  the  pains,  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  a  pre- 

^rf  be  kjhriker  enacted^  That  the  governor,  with         Special 
ibe-^vice  cwf  council,  may,  if  occasion  shall  require,  •onsU.  nifty 
wppfnm  some  three  persons  learned  in  the  law,  either  ^e  coastiui/*  ^ 
of -the  judges  of  this  commonwealth  or  of  others,  by  vemw^'d 
commi^tenof  oyertiiid  terminer,  to  hold  courts  at  couooU^witU 
6iA;fe  titne  and  place  as  shall  be  therein  defined,  which  •*'"®  9^^' 
sjtf*fi^Brt  siwtll  have  full  power  to  hear  and  determine  ^^"aj^^t- 
aH^mmiaaitn^tters  which  the  general  court  ^ould  have  ters,  as  gen* 
heffird^'aiid  determined.      The  said  court  shall  be  at-  oral  court. 
t^]id€K^*eilher  by  the  clerk  or  sheriff  of  the  general 
dwit  or' by  the  clerk  or  sheriff  of  the  county  wherein 
trshflttlbe-beld,  either  of  which  sheriffs  shall  summon 
gnrnd^r  petit  juries  from  the  adjoining  counties  where 
the  case  may  require  it.  Provided^  That  the  said  court 
mayf  by  order,  direct  a  venire  to  be  summoned  either 
ofiht  by-standers  or  of  others,  where  the  circumstan- 
ces df  the  ca?e  may  prevent  the  getting  of  a  jury  from 
the  vicinage.     The  said  court  shall  be  attended  by  the 
attorney  general,  or  in  his  absence  by  any  attorney  for 
thi^dommonwf  alth:  And  if  4he  clerk  of  the  county  shall 
antend  ihe  said  court,  he  shall  transmit  to  the  clerk  of 
tile  general  court  a  fair  transcript  of  the  proceedings 
ol'-sdcb court,  to  be  by  him  carefully  preserved  among 
the  records  of  his  office,      AH  persons  owing  suitor 
get^M  to  the  said  court  so  to  be  erected,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to,  aiMl  pay  the  same  fines,  forfeitures  and  penaf*'  ^ 
ties  for  any  neglect  of  duty,  as  the  like  persons  bomid 
to. render  suit  or  service  to  the  general  court  are  liable 
to..  The  said  court  thus  constituted  shall  have  power 
ior  adjourn  from  time  to  time  as  to  them  shall  seem 

g^dod,  or  as  tl^e  public  exigencies  may  require. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  governor,  with  ^^^m"**'  * 
the  advice  of  council,  if  it  shall  be  judged  necessary  disconUnue 
m«y  discontinue  the  state  quarter- masters  and  commis-  state's  quar* 
^rhif  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  continental  staff  **^°^**'?» 

oifficers  the  disbursement  of  the  state  resources,  who  SKe^^smd" 
stmtl^  furnish  the  i[nilitia,  as  well  as  other  troops  em-  transfertheir 
^phfed  in  the  defence  of  this  state,  with  provisions  and  powers  to 

oAffir^necessftries;  for  which  purpose  the  executive  may,  J^S:"* 

if^Ch^y  shall  adopt  this  arrangement,  make  application 
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to*  confess  for  a  controtflinf^  power  over  the  said  eott* 
tineiUal  staff:  Provided,  That'care  sball  be  taken  to 
keep  distinct  accounts  of  the  suppKes  foroished  by  tMs 
$tate  f6r  continental  purposes,  and  that  regoloai  fOh 
turns  be  made  thereof  to  the  board  of  audhors.for  tbb 
state,  to  be  kept  as  vouchers  for  the  said  supplies.*  : ' 
Uules  in  im-  •^nd  be  it  enadedy  That  all  property  taken  or  im^ 
preMments,  pressed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  duly  appraised  M 
specie  on  oath  by  two  indifferent  persons,'and  a  carH- 
ficate  thereof  delivered  to  the  owner;  and  every  pehofi 
acting  under  an  appointment  from  the  governor  so 
make  impresses  of  any  property  whatsoever,  shall  p»> 
viously  shew  bis  said  appointment  to  the  personor  pep- 
sons,  concerned,  or  to  his  or  their  agent  if  to  beiowifc 
Any  person  making  impressment  contrary' hereto  sfufl 
forfeit  and  pay  double  the  value  of  the  thing  impiip»> 
ed.  This  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  itrain  and 
after  the  passing  thereof  until  the  end  <>f  the  oext'SC^ 
sioH  of  assembly,  and  no  longer. 


under  this 
act 


CHAP.  viir. 


4n  ael  to  amend  the  act  for  reguht- 
ing  and  disciplining  the  militia^  and 
for  nth.pr  nniTDOSP.s. 


jor  other  purposes. 


Militia  in  ac-      WHtlREAS  the  now  existing  la^s  (o  regulate  and 

tual  service,  discipline  the  militia  and  for  providing  against  invk>* 

subject  to     sious  and  insurrectioirs,  have  been  found  inadequsild^ 

articles  of     ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  AMj^ 

i/y,  That  the  militia  of  this  state  when  drawn  oat*MI 

actual  service,  and  aclinpc  separately  or  in  conjunctl^ 

with  regular  troops,  shall  be  and  they  are  here^.-^ 

dared  to  be  subject  to  the  continental  rules  andFlQ 

cles  of  war,  except  as  hereafter  is  excepted}  whichj 

be  previously  read  to  the  militia  so  drawn  into  sm 

That  every  militia-mnn  ordered  into  actual  servfce3 

shall  refuse  and  neglect  to  appear  at  the  time  and  j0 

of  rendezvous  appointed  for  the  companyi  corpsWdi^ 
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ei  '¥>  irUtb  be  bekmgs,  wHliotti  a  reMonuMe 
arprodcice  an  abte-t^ied  sobsthute  Xo  «crvc  ^^^^^ 
f  frbMD  (but  no  person  shall  be  admtlted  as  a  sub-  rendeiYoiis^ 
e-eacept  he  belongs  to  the  militia  of  the  saoM  when  order* 
emio^,  a«d  if  it  shall  come  to  such  substitute's  tour  of  ^l^i"'^^ 
daty  before  be  reiorhs,  tlieo  the  person  employing  him  2dtiue»^d^ 
ainit  be  obliged  to  serve  in  his  room  or  procure  a  se-  clansdare- 
cond  substitute)  shall,  upon  conviction  before  a  court*  |^^  *^'^5! 
naanialf  be  declared  a  regular  soldier  for  six  months,  **'^™*>*^"^ 
aaid  sluiH,  by  order  of  such  court-martial,  be  delivered    i^^n^  ^  ^ 
to  raontiaental  officer  for  that  purpose^  who  shall  give  substittttes. 
tm  tht  officer  delivering  bim  a  receipt  descriptive  of  his 
qg»,  person,' occupiktioA,  and  t'esidence,  which  receipt 
rintt  be  relurived  to  the  county  lieutenant  or  command* 
iH|^  officer  of  tfaecounty  to  which  the  delinquent  be- 
lBi»ga»  totbeend  that  every  such  delinqdent  may^  in 
inse  of  desertion  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
aacvieet^b^.duly  apprehended  and  punisiied  agreeable 
to  the  law^mahial.    And  for  th^  die  conviction  of  aU 
auch  delinquents,  a  court-martial  shall,  by  order  of  the 
coomy  lieutenant  or  commanding  officer,  be  held  with- 
ia  ten  days  at  such  place  as  he  shall  appoint,  tinder  the 
penaky  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  on  such 
county  lieutenant  or  commanding  officer  neglecting  to 
mder  the  same,  and  of  five  thousand  pounds  of  tobac- 
co upon  every  member  of  such  court  failing  to  attend 
irkhoot  a  reasonable  etcuse. 

JM  h  it  enacted^  That  where  any  quaker  or  meno^  Quakers  or 
mat  shaU  be  allotted  to  atiy  division  of  the  militia,  who  ^^^cSSl- 
k'lu-pefibrBi  tke  succeeding  tour  of  duty,  he  shall  not  ed  perBonall 
bo  compelled  personally  to  serve  the  same,  but  It  shall  )y  to  serves 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ^^^^^  ^^ 
HuUtia  of  &aid  county,  to  cause  to  be  levied  on  all  the  Ja  tt^x. 
a^^ty  of  quakers  and  menonists  in  such  county  ae-  pense  of  so* 

Sing  to  t^ir  assessable  pe operty^  by  warrant  under  ^^^^7* 
|9o4  direipted  to  the  sheriff  or  any  person  or  per- 
;^hoai  he  shall  appoint,  such  sum  or  sums  of  mo^ 
mf  as  fae^h^l  think  sufficient  to  procure  a  substitute 
SJf,Wh:qfM9ii»t  or  menonist  whose  tour  of  duty  it  is, 
4n4iW  nvNiey  when  collected  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
dfhol  the  commissioners  of  the  money  tax,  who 
Lpay  the  same  on  warrant  from  the  commandibg 
«r  of  the  said  militia,  to  such  substitate  or  substi- 
titles,  t^Qiay  be  employed  for  soch  ^usJter  or  meAo* 
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iig  Liiwis  m?  vismmA, 

fiU^  und  the  overpios  (3r'my)  sball  be  f%tiHrfi6d  - 
'     '  *  said  qoftkers  or  menonists  io  equal  proporitoq^  to^tkfm 

different  advancements  or  credited  in  tbeir  next  meoejf 
tax;  and  in  case  tbe  money  so  collected  shall-  n«l  htf 
applied  as  above  directed  before  the  next  aasessmM% 
the  said  commissioners  shall  allow  the  ^me  in  discomi 
of  their  several  taxes.     Any  sheriff  or  collector  fiutin^ 
to  perform  his  duty  as  above,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  ftve 
thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  each  of  the  said  ecm^ 
missioDers  who  shall  fail  to  perform  his  doty,  shall  fijiip 
feit  and  pay  five  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  hewtf^ 
covered  on  motion  by  tlie  said  commanding  officer  «f 
the  militia  in  any  court  of  record,  giving  ten  days  pn^ 
vions  notice.     The  fines  thus  recovered  shall  go  teK 
wards  satisfying  the  quakers  or  menonists  wbo  ^sbalA- 
be  aggrieveO  thereby,  aii4  the  overplus  towards  e»Uil« 
ing  a  soldier  to  serve  in  the  continental  army. 
Ve«ytr  on      '^^^  *^  it  farther  enactedy  That  any  militiaHDaa«4ie^ 
Toyitia  de-     serting  while  in  actual  service  with  pubfic  anns,-^aH/ 
serting.         upou  conviction  before  a  court-martial,  snffec  deMK' 
or  such  other  punishment  as  tbe  said  court  shall  ttiflkt* 
And  every  miliua-man  deserting  without  public  ftrmaif 
shall  suffer  such  punishment,  nu  touching  life  or  mean 
ber,  as  a  court-martial  shall  direct;  to  which,  end;  if' 
such  deserter  be  apprehended  before  the  disctiarge^f 
tbe  company,  corps  or  detachment  to  which  he  faeki^ige^' 
he  shall  be  forthwith  returned  thereto  and  be  tried  by 
the  rules  of  the  law-martial;  but  if  such  corps,  compa- 
ny or  detachment  shall  have  been  previously  dtschatg^ 
ed,  then  such  deserter  shall  be  tried  by  a  amri^mmf^ 
tial  of  the  county  to  which  he  belongs;  such  court  to* 
be  ordered  by  the  county  lieutenant  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  militia  upon  receiving  notice  of  the  ap* 
prehension  of  any  such  deserter,  under  the  same  pen* 
alty  for  his  neglect  in  so  doing  and  for  tbe  faifa]cei-.c^ 
attendance  hi  any  member  of  such  court  as  is  MAv^ 
directed.    And  for  the  information  of  the  comity  M|n: 
tenant  or  commanding  officer  of  the  militia,  tbe  mffibir 
commanding  a  company,  corps  or  detachment,  ton 
such  deserter  belongs,  shall  certify  the  samea&i 
may  be  to  such  county  lieutenant  or  commandiii, 
^cer,  under  tbe  penalty  of  five  thousand  poands  ' 
bacco  for.  every  failure. 
^    And  wiiereas  there  are  many  difficuUies  in 
delinquent  officers  of  tfae»mi}itia  to  punish 
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fMlmr  end&til  Thart  any  militia  oiBcer  cithfr  on  doty    uj,j^^. 
«t>not,  for  crimes  relating  to  the  duties  of  his  office  may  ^j^^j^^j^^ 
bg  Wf C^ed  in  the  same  manner  as  is  allowed  by  the  rested».sMi 
kkW-martial,  and  when  arrested  shall  be  tried  wiihih  ^^^^ 
tfte  iRimber  of  days  prescribed  by  the  continental  artf- 
4te8  of  #ar,  before  a  court-martial  to  be  appointed  by 
the  commanding  officer  at  the  post  or  in  the  county, 
attrf  ff  the  rank  of  the  delinquent  officer  shall  make  it 
iBtpossible  to  get  a  court-martial  for  his  trial  under  the 
iftid  articles;  the  governor,  on  information  thereof,  shall 
orter  a  ^ourt-martlal  to  be  appointed  out  of  the  militia 
a^IarfB^^'Within  any  reasonable  time,  for  the  trial  of  the 
^Ke^et, '  Thfr  governor  may  arrest  and  bring  to  trial 
in^^iiatjner  herein  prescribed  any  officer  of  the  roiliiia  * 
whatsoever.    The  members  of  the  said  court  so  con- 
stinittfd,  shall  take  the  oath  of  secrecy  and  also  an  oath 
to  be  conformable  in  their  sentence  to  the  continental 
articles  of  war  as  therein  written.      Every  sentence  of    ; 
the  siald  cburt  where  the  trial  shall  be  before  the  court 
mar^a)  of  the  county  and  the  officer  tried  shall  be  a 
ficM  officer,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  governor  for 
dM^time  being,  who  may  either  approve  or  disapprove 
thensame,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  law-manial, 
Mrt  where  the  bffiter  tried  shall  be  under  the  rank  of 
aVefal  offl'cer,  in  that  case  the  lieutenant  or  command- 
ite officer  of  the  county  where  the  trial  shall  be,  shall 
h^vfethe  power  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  sentence 
•f  the  said  court. 

•iAwl^id  ir  farther  enacted,  That  the  militia  of  this  tr^'^heiTi"' 
•iHWHionweahh,  when  drawn  out  into  actual  service,  actual  ser**^. 
cxsepropon  snddeh  alarms,  for  the  defence  of  their  re-  vice. 
SjiMtive  coonties,  shall' be  entitled  to  and  receive  the 
<Me  pgty  and  rations  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  con- 
^Jftental  service.      The  captain  or  other  officer  com- 
^'   "ng  a  cottipany  or  detachment,  shall,  when  dis- 
d,  make  otn  a  pay-roll  to  commence  from  the 
ey  joift  the  army  when  to  act  within  the  state, 
^  from  the  commencement  of  their  march  when  they 
^  id  act  oat  of  the  state,  which  shall  be  examined 
wjpl  certified  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
jpit  or  detachment  to  whom  they  belonged;  which  ^    . 
mf'voW  sfaril  be  by  the  officer  laid  before  the  auditors  fiTtus  ^efl 
rf- publhi  accounts,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  vable  in  ta^ 
^•Qfiiredto  issue  printed  ccrt'tfcates  agreeable  thereto,  «% 
tad  gfaalt  bel^  the  captafn  or  officer  paid  to  tbe  men 
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nominate 
imlitia  ofii- 
cersy  with- 
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letititled  to  receive  Ihe  »toe,  vHlMi  Mid  4EenifiipM»  tlu^ 
be  receivable  in  taxes;  wi  hi  case  any  fieraoii  «r  pei 
SODS  shall  comterfeit,  aH^r  or  er ^Ete,  or  sfaalKaid^fMrvas 
sistin  coantertetting,  alteriitg  or«rasibg,  tfae  c&iiQ 
cates  so  issued,  or  shall  attempt  to  pass  tbe-soqie  knoni^ 
ing  them  to  be  counterfeiled,  altered  or  erased,  Jie  q 
she  SQ  offending  shall  be  deemed  a  feloa  and  am  ] 
death  without  the  benefit  or  clergy.  No  person  abal 
be  considered  U>  have  performea  a  tow  of  dutjf  mile^ 
he  shall  have  joined  the  army  or  detachinelit  where  cti 
dered.  A  tour  shall  not  exceed  two  monthsi  tinlett  mJ 
relief  ordered  shall  not  arrive  in  time  irom  any  una] 
voidable  accident.  The  militia  marching  to  aud  flttw 
camp  shall  be  furnished  with  rations  at  the  p^ic  ei 
pence.  *     • 

4nd  be  it  farther  enocied,  That  as  an  ifidcieiiaeo(| 
additional  to  what  the  law  hath  already  given,  to  per^ 
sons  for  apprehending  deserters,  iliat  aiiy  iirilitWHiftaii 
who  shall  apprehend  and  deliver  an  ablerbodied-d^' 
ter  to  aay  qfficer  of  the  continental  army  or*  of 'tiic 
troops  of  this  state,  not  being  under  the  rank  «#^ielj 
officer'in  either  service,  and  takifig  the  recelpi  oC«id) 
officer  for  the  said  deserter,  or  if  the  deserter  be  e^ai- 
litia-roan  shall  deliver  hira  to  the  commanding  ofiper 
of  the  battalion  or  regiment  froip  wheiiee  liedeaeried 
^nd  taking  the  receipt  of  such^  officer,  in  either  case  it 
shall  be  considered  as  having  thereby  performed  a  u»t 
of  militia  duty. 

And  whereas  an  opinion  hath  prevailed  that  the 
courts  are  obliged  by  law  to  promote  officers  in  the 
militia  according  to  seniority,  whereby  great  mischief 
hath  accrued  to  the  eouatry  by  improper  appoinunents; 
Be  it  farther  enacted^   That  the  county  courts  in  all 
their  recommendations  of  militia  officers,  are  an(l  shall 
be  at  full  liberty  to  nominate  their  militia  officers  here- 
after to  be  appointed  out  of  the  people  in  tlieir  respec- 
tive counties  at  large,  without,  paying  .any  regartito 
seniority.     And  for  the  due  promulgation  of  this  act 
and  the  better  infori^ation  of  the  militia,  Be  itfatihff 
enactfidf  That  such  a  number  of  printed  copies  of  ibis 
act  and  of  the  continental  articles  of  war  as  tbe'gavei'' 
nor  may  deem  necessary,  shall  be  wiHi  all  possib^i^' 
pedition  transmitted  to  each  county  in  tfaisooodpn* 
weahh  for  th^  use  of  the  militia  officers  theicrid^ 
iball  }>g  such  officers  iie  read  to  ibeitiki^spectiTllRiKtia^ 
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0tmry^ammt^wi  IMCy  minpr>    Each  €<yiiii^ Jiftt* 
mant  ImUag  hertia  «MU  for  every  offence  forfeit  and 
tay  llie;siiai  of  five  tboasand  pounds  of  tobacco;  each 
ieid  officer  tbreie  thousand;  and  mph  captain  two  thot^ 
^aand  pounds  of  tobacco. . :  ^    '     .. 

^dnd  be  it  farther  enaetedf  That  all  the  penalties  in*      fiaea  ea- 
^dicted  by  the  ss^id  recited  acts^  or  either  of  them,  shaH  ereued. 
|iceaae,tind  in  lieu,  thereof  there  shall  be  inflicted  an  ad* 
^4ittoaal  penalty  in  the  proportion  of  ten  for  one  upon 
Bcertry  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  and  private, 
B§4nK  no^lector  failure  of  duty  therein  prescribed;  which 
I  penalties,  as  well  as  those  inflicted  by  this  act,  shall  be 
i-  >tMo«ered>aod  applied  in  manner  therein  directed. 
j  !„'    And  where^  it f  has  happened  that  some  counties     New  drtft 
have  been  thrown  into  confusion  by  means  of  the  ne*  of  militU.  im 
^    cessary  papern  for  laying  off  the  militia  into  divisions  ^*^*  ^^•^* 
*  l^ng  lost  or  destrayad  by  accident  or  neglect;  for  re- 
-medy  wheeeof,  Be  it  moetedt  That  the  field  officers  of 
auity  county  where  such  case  may  be,  shall,  upon  tfaa  f 

receipt^  this  act,  immediately  proceed  to  lay  off  (heir 
.    9sud  milUia  into  divisions^  and  cause  the  same  tq  be  . 
j^gain  .drafted  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  directions  laid 
.^wa  in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  providing  against 
iovasieM  and  insurirections^"  in  ordec  thttf  a  due  and 
"xasgflar  Fotatiofi  may  be  kept  op. 


CHAP.  IX. 

An  act  preventing  a  discontintwnce  ciisa.Rev. 
of  the  general  courts  and  suspend'^  ^'     '^ 
ihg  the  proceedings  (f certain  courts 
in  particular  ca^es.  Noaitcom 

tmusnce  <4 

I.  WHEREAS  the  additional  session  of  the  gene-  SS^r  iu 

l^dcoott  which  ought  by  law  to  have  been  holdeo  on  proceedings 

tdefttcoiid  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the  pre-  >»  conse. 


uence  of  a 


sent  year  of  otnr  Ijprd  one  thoa^and  seven  hundred  and  ^^^^ 
tifgbty  one,  was  omitted  to  |it  10 hoUto  (t^w  » ^^^*  hoidsterm 
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•km  oflfaisftominoovire«hh^)uidwifb0Ot'A>tt«iegisia- 
tive  provi$ioa  a  dUcontinuaiiGe  of  the  said  eaurtvrafty 
thereby  be  produ^:  And  wher^itf  aosidat  those. dis^ 
tractions  and  ^triioas  which  are  caused  apd  calied-for 
hy^  state  of  war,  ^o  leisure  is  left  for  qnestionB  Qf<«- 
nature  merely  private;  Be  it  enacted^  Tlmt  no  discon- 
tinuance shall  take  place  in  the  general  court,  or  in 
any  proceeding  depending  therein  or  belonging  there** 
to,  by  the  failure  to  hold  .the  additional  session  afore*- 
satd  at  the  time  aforesaid,  but  in  every  coostmction  or 
adjudication  in  the  said  court  or  elsewhere,  the  ad- 
journment from  the  session  of  the  said  coart  which  was 
in  the  month  of  March  in  the  present  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  to  the 
saftd  additional  session,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  ^as 
if  it  had  been  an  adjournment  to  the  session  to  b^  hoK 
den  in  the  month  of  October  in  the  same  year,  or  ta  a 
session  holden  under  a  proclamation  by  the  governour 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  gen^cal  assembly  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  governour  and  . 
council,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  pppOHt  die 
execution  of.  laws,"  according  as  the  one  or  the -otter 
shall  be  first  holden.  /• 

J  U.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  until  adeelant*^ 
pMLde<L*cx-  ^^  ^'^'^  ^  ^^^  ^y  ^^  general  assembly  lo  tbeeipr.- 
cept  in  par/ ^^yt  neither  the  court  of  appeals,  the  liigh  court  of - 
ticular  cases  chancery,  the  general  court,  nor  any  county  cean,  sbaUi^ 
(Suspensiou  hear  flr  determine  any  matter,  cause,  or  thing,  except 
Nov.  1781,   °)?e  ple^s  ^^  ^^e  commonwealth,  private  quesdons 
ch.  12.)     '   brought  on  by  consent,  suits  instituted  for  the  division 
of  estates,  contestations  of  wills,  and  such  other  cases 
in  which  the  law  requires  not  a  declaration  or  bUl  in 
equity  to  be  filed;  but  the  said  courts  shall  still  be  open   ^ 
for  the  issuing  of  dcdimuses,  for  the  examination  of 
witnesses,  writs  of  ne  exeat  republican  injunction,  and 
habeas  corpm,  de  homine  replegiando^  for  the  institution 
of  suits  in  perpetuani  rei  memoriam^  and  for  i>p  other 
The  issuing  purpose  whatsoever.      And  as  the  issuing  of  patentA^ 
^of  patentt     whilst  there  is  so  great  difficulty  in  entering  caveaw^ 
*(^iwpensfoa  "^^  produce  ranch  injustice,  It  is  farther  enacted^  That 
removed       ^be  register  shall  not  issue  any  patent  until  the  term  of 
Nov.  173i,    siK  months  shall  have  elapsed  after  such  declaration  as 
oh.  29.)         aforesaid  shall  take  place;  and  any  patent  so  issued 
shall  be  void.    Any  caveat  may  t>e  entered  against  the 
issuing  a  patent  at  aqy  tin^e  within  the  s^id  %\%  iQQiitiis«. 
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OS  the  time  between  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the 

year  aforesaid,  to  the  last  day  of  that  session  of  the   T'meitkeii 

general  assembly,  at  which  the  foregoing  suspension  S«\uti*c^!' 

of  judiciary  proceedings  shall  be  remov^,  no  account 

sludi  beaiade  in  any  computation  upon  the  act  of  Km-* 

itation5. 


CHAP.  X. 

An  aclforjhrther  contiriuing  an  act 
isntitledanactto  empotoer  the  go^ 

,:Jiernpur  and  council  to  lay  an  em- 
kavgQtfor  a  limited  time. 

^ItERf/AS  the  act  of  as^sembly  passed  in  the  year  Act  eiii]^#»« 
one  ifa%)ifsand  seven  hundred  rfnd  seventy-eight,  enti-  •"«!  govtr* 
fled, '  •'  An  act  to  empoiver  the  governor  and  cotincit  5{'tiU»y«ii^ 
tD'tey^ar/  embargo  for  a  limited  tiihe,"  which  was  con-  btrgoe^f^ 
tiifM#  by  several  subsequent  acts,  will  expire  at  the  «her  contin- 
«Wd  0f  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  expe-  '"•^  • 
dieitf  tha\  the  same  should  be  farther  continued;  Be  it 
thetefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the  governor  and 
council  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited  time/'  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  expiration 
thereof  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  asaeroblyt 
and  no  longer. 


A 
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CHAP.  XL 

(Chtiu  Bcv.  -^  act  for  farther  continuing  an  ail 
p  ^^^1  entitled  an  act  to  revive  and  amend 

an  act  to  make  provision  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  oj  ideots^ 
lunaticks^  and  persons  of  unaeund 
minds* 

Actmtkiog     t  WHEAEAS  the  act  of  assenibly  pitssed  in  tb^ 

imMrbton      year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seyeaty  tif^ 

for  «diou  &    emitled,  "  An  act  to  revive  and  aaiepd  an  act  to  niake 

SEftT^wUii!'  pro^wio»  fo*"  A«  support  and  raaiotf napte  of  ideoli^ 

ued.  *  lunaticks,  and  persons  of  unsound  mindSf "  will  evpire . 

at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  h  is 

necessary  that  the  same  should  be  farther  ooDtinved; 

BtU  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Generd  AsienMy^  That 

,  the  ac^  entitled  **  An  act  to  revive  and  adMnd  an  act 

to  make  provision  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 

ideotSy  Jonaticks,  and  persona  of  uosonnd  minds,''  shaD 

continue  and  be  in  force  fi*om  and  after  the  expiration 

thereof,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  ytar,  and  froift 

thence  to  the  end  ot  the  nal  sesrien  «f  asmUly^  M» 

no  longer. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

An  act  for  continuing  an  act  entitled  [<»Mm-Ber; 
An  act  to  exempt  artificers  employ-  ^^  ^*^'^ 
ml  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty. 

WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  at  the  last  Aet  exempt- 
seftioD,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  exempt  artificers  employ-  JJ*^^^^*^ 
ed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty,"  will  expire  at  the  fr^^utia* 
end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  expe-  daty^ftuther 
dient  that  the  same  should  be  continued;  Be  it  there-  cottti»»od- 
fote  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  the  act 
eafided  *•  An  act  to  exempt  artificers  employed  at  iron 
wdf^from  militia  daty,"  shall  continue  and  be  in  force 
fir«tt)'  and  after  the  expiration  thereof  until  the  end  of 
th«  n^Xt  ^ssion  of  assembly,  and  no  louger. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

A\t  a^tjbr  Jarther  continuing  an  act 
entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for 
frequenting  forestalling^  regrating^ 
engrossing^  and  public  vendues. 

WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  in  the  year  Act  ibrptt* 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  enti-  venting, 
tied  "  An  icl  to  amend  an  act  for  preventing  forestall-  f«'«8^»i">l> 
ing,  regrating,  engrossing  and  public  vendues,"  will  en^i^M 
expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and  pubi& 
and'h  is  necessary  that  the  same  should  be  farther  con-  If  "?*^*''  ^ 
tinoed;  Bt  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assem"  tinuM^^ 
Wy,  That  the  act  entitled  ''  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for 
preventing  forestalling,  regrating,  engrossing  and  pub- 
tic  vendues,"  shall  continue  ftnd  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  expiration  thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of 
one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses* 
sicM)  of  assembly,  and  no  longer. 
V«u  X.  D  3 
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CHAP-  XIV. 

An  act  to  revive  an  act  entitled  An  act 
to  enable  the  governor  and  council 
to  supply,  the  armies  and  navies  of 
the  united  States  and  of  their  allies 
with  grain  dndjlour. 

Act  to  env     WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  io  the  year 
vemMT  ?r   ^°®  thocisand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  enti* 
tupuly  the    tied  ^*  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  and  cooiicit  to 
armies  and    supply  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States  ahd 
UiSr/^^  of  their  allies  with  grain  and  flour/'  expired  on  ifte 
states,  and   fourteenth  dav  of  July  last,  and  it  is  expeditot  and  ne- 
their  alfies,   cessary  that  the  same  should  be  revived;  Be  ittkerrfart 
r*^  «^*  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  Assemhly^  That  the  act  tnXvM 
^J!^"^^  "  An  act  to  enable  the  governor  and  council  to  supply 
tinued.         the  armies  and  navies  of  the  United  States  and  of  their 
allies  with  grain  and  flour,"  be  revived,  and  shall  (con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  end  of  ihis 
present  session  of  assembly  for  and  during  tjie  term  of 
one  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  oithe  next  ses- 
sion of  assembly^  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  XV. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  depaxUhentoJ 
the  war  qj^ce. 

Preamble.     WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  for  the  estabHsbneiil  of 
OBconomy  and  ^preaier  regularity  in  die  diffnenule- 
'  partments  of  this  state,  to  invest  the  commtssioncr  of 

du^eiTof  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^'^  "^"^  ample  powersi  and  noMite- 
comm'tMioB.  pressiy  to  define  his  duty;  Dt  U  thtrrfare  en^oUi  ig 
ett  of  war  the  General  Amembly,  That  the  aaid  conmiokmar 
SltewS.  ••»•"  *"*^*  ^""  P^»™'  •"^  authority  to  demaodiMtf  re- 
ed.  ceive  such  returns  from  the  difiertnt  public  <Mfices  as 
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nay  enable  him  to  prepare  for  the  inspection  of  go- 
vernment, as  well  the  executive  -as  the  assembly, 
general  abstracts  of  the  state,  applications,  receipts 

.a«d  -is^oes  of  the  various  arlicles  of  specific  supplies, 

:|iirQished  by  the  several  counties  under  the  different 
laws  for  this  purpose,  and  assigned  to  the  respective 
departments  according  to  the  nature  of  their  several 
employments.      Ebr  this  end,  therefore,  the  quarter-      Duties  of 
master  general  shall  once  at  least  in  every  three  months,  quarter  mu- 
make  a  report  to  the  war  office  of  all  the  stores  be-  ^^^  ffcacral. 
longing  to  bis  department,  as  well  as  exact  accounts  of 
all  the  forage  collected  by  him  or  his  agents  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  by  the  various  laws  for  raising  specific 
supplies;  he  shall  report  the  state  of  the  magazines, 
vith  the  quantity,  quality  and  kind  of  stores  in  each, 
with  ^  special  account  bf  his  transfers  and  issues  to 
continental  agents  or  for  continental  purposes,  as  well 
as  of  all  other  issues  and  alterations  in  the  number,    , 
quantity  and  state  of  his  stores  of  every  kind,  which 
may  have  occurred  since  the  next  preceding  general 
report.    Similar  quarterly  returns  are  likewise  hereby  ^^*^^*"!*5^ 
required  from  the  commissary  general,  comprehending  fJSe^' 
all  the  articles  of  provisions  procured,  received  or  is- 
sued by  him  or  his  deputies,  distinguishing  the  coun- 
ties who  have  furnished  their  respective  quotas  of  spe- 
cific supplies,  as  also  those  which  have  not,  with  the 
deficiencies  due  from  each,  and  distinguishing  likewise 
the  quantities  and  articles  of  provision  furnished  for 
continental  purposes  or  to  continental  agents,  by  him- 
self or  his  deputies.      The  sub  or  state  clothier  shall     State  do. 
also  make  exact  reports  to  the  war  office  of  his  receipts  ^^^* 
and  issues,  distingotshing  the  supplies  furnished  by  the 
continent  from  those  by  the  state,  and  'speciiying  the 
articles  of  cloathing  delivered  by  the  different  counties 
and  what  may  still  be  due  from  them  respectively. 
From  the  commercial  agent  a  quarterly  return  shall  ^^"^•^^ 
be  lodged  in  the  war  office  of  all  the  tobacco  and  hemp 

>  raised  by  the  taxes  and  allotted  to  his  disposal,  as  well 
-as  of  the  stores  he  may  have  purchased  lor  the  public, 
and  what  he  has  issued  to  the  various  departments. 
*The  commissary  of  military  stores  shall  also  make  par-  ^^miSiay^ 
fieularreturhs  of  the  state  of  his  department,  including  stores, 
-the  laboratory  and  military  magaxines,  and  account 

•  br  «H  receipts  and  issues.    The  commissioner  ot  the 
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-var  office  is  hereby  fiinher  antfaoriied  to  dmnand  wi 
receive  from  the  commissiooers  of  the  specidc  tax  ao^ 
of  provisioDs  in  each  county,  exact  quarterly  retunK 
ojf  the-  various  articles  by  then  collected  agmaUgF-tt) 

,  ,      law,  to  whom  also  they  have  delivered  them,  and  what 

^^^rf'JJJlf ^S^  may  be  due  in  their  respective  counties.     The  caoi^ 
di^barre     .missioner  of  war  is  likewise  authorised  and  required 
duties  be-     to  discharge  the  duties  belonging  to  the  adjutant  gena^ 
longing  to     ,.jj»5  department.      All  orders  from  the  executive  id 
iie^rs^d^'  persons  acting  in  any  of  the  different  military  defiai*- 
putment.      ments  or  upon  military  matters  shall  issue  through  this 
office  and  be  recorded  in  it.      Here  shall  also  be  kept 
a  roster  for  the  regulation  of  militia  dnty  through  the 
.  state,  and  register  of  the  names  and  rank  of  the  militia 
officers,  with  half-yearly  returns  of  the  strength  of 
their  respective  corps  and  the  number  and  condition 
of  their  arms  and  accoutrements.      In  this  office  shall 
be  lodged  descriptive  lists  of  all  recruits,  deserters  and 
.militia  delinquents,  with  the  proceedings  and  seatenoes 
of  courts«martia1.      Here  shall  be  recorded  the  rank 
roll  of  the  Virginia  continental  and  state  lines,  and  the 
returns  of  the  strength  of  their  respective  corps.  From 
eommifi^mui  ^^'^  ^®^^  ^^^^^  ^^^"^  ®"  warrants  for  commissions  to 
to  issue  from  continental  officers,  and  all  commissions  for  the  offi- 
wir  office,     eers  pf  the  militia,  signed  by  the  governor  and  aMesl- 
ed  by  the  commissioner.     It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  commissioner  to  digest  the  various  returns  befofe 
mentioned  from  the  departments  into  general  abstraolB, 
.for  the  inspection  of  the  executive  and  the  legislatuee. 
He  shall  also  superintend  the  establishment  of  oaga* 
^ines,  the  regularity  of  issues,  and  shall  in  general  di- 
rect and  manage  (being  subject  both  in  the  before  enu- 
merated duties,  and  also  in  all  other  things^  tq  the  con- 
troul  and  direction  of  the  governor  with  the  advice  of 
the  council)  all  matters  and  things  within  the  depart- 
ment of  war,  as  well  as  all  persons  holding  offices.or 
performing  duties  within  that  department, 
fhtlwy  of   ,  And  whereas  from  the  constancy,  difficulty  an4  «- 
•ommiasioQ-  tent  of  business^  which  will  of  necessity  pa|s  thn^igh 
erof  warof.  ^^^  g^^jj  ^f^^^^  jj  ^jn  j^^  expedient  that  the  salaryv^f 
the  conimissioner  and  the  number  of  assistants  shouU 
be  increased;  Be  it  enapte^.  That  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  the  commissioner  of  the  war  office  shall, 
}n  lieu  of  the  salary  heretoifore  given  by  law,  receive 
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SmeiyiiMOsaMd  povnds  of  tobacco  per  annain,  to  be 
jHHd  quarlerly;  and  be  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint 
•Mieifirst  derk;  who  in  the  necessary  absence  of  the 
.coaunssiooer  may  superintend  and  conduct  the  bun- 
•ness  of  the  office,  and  also  one  assistant  clerk.  The 
said  first  clerk  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  twen- 
ty thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  estimated  and 
discharged  in  like  manner  with  the  salaries  given  by 
law- to  other  public  officers,  and  the  assistant  clerk  the 
)  salary  as  is  allowed  to  the  clerk  of  the  council. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

An  act  for  making  the  money  emitted 
'at  this  session  of  assembly  a  legal 
tender  ^  and  for  punishing  the  coun- 
terfeiters of  the  same. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  the    Papering- 
money  emitted  or  lo  be  emitted  by  an  act  of  this  P'^'^lt^JiUtwJ^ 
$en(  session  of  assembly,  entitled  ^'  Atf  ^t  to  empower  ^on  a  legtl 
the  treasurer  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money,"  shall  tender. 
be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  legal  tender  for  all 
debts,  in  like  manner  as  the  money  eknitted  at  the  last 
«ession  of  assembly. 

And  be  ii  enacted,  That  the  same  pains  and  penal-  Forginr  or 
^esbe  inflicted  on  all  persons  for  altering,  erasing,  p****"^™^ 
counterfeiting  or  passing  the  same,  or  for  having  types  p^|^|^^ 
or  stamps  as  described  in  an  act  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
aioo,  entitled  **  An  act  (or  punishing  the  counterfeiters 
of  the  paper  money  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States, 
end  'for  making  the  same  a  legal  tender,"  as  by  the 
tend  act  are  imposed  and  Inflicted  against  such  offend- 
ers. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 


An  act  to  empower  the  treasurer  Ia 
emit  a  further  sum  ofrnjoney^ 


/ 


Further  e< 
mitfion  of 
paper  mo- 
ney autho- 


WHERB  AS  the  money  already  ordered  to  be  emit- 
ted by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  Ynay  be  expended  be* 
fore  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  assembly,  and 
it  is  expedient  that  the  treasurer  should  be  empowered 
to  emit  a  further  sum  of  money  to  supply  the  exigen- 
cies of  government;  Be  i^  therefort  enacted^  That  the 
treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  shall  have  power,  and 
he  is  hereby  required  to  issue  treasury  notes  in  dollars 
fbr  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  may  be  necessa- 
ry for  the  exigencies  of  the  state.  The  sum  tir  snins 
of  money  to  be  emitted  by  virtue  hereof,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  which  mo- 
ney shall  be  receivable  in  all  taxes  whatsoever,  and  the 
public  faith  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  redemption  there- 
of, on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 'by  fairAfeid 
equal  assessment  upon  the  whole  property  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 
Onefbrlbrtj  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  governor,  wttll 
advice  of  council,*  shall  have  power  to  stop  the  issuing 
of  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  if  the  situation  of  tb^ 
Country  will  permit.  The  treasurer  shall  caase  the 
said  notes  to  be  engraved  and  printed  in  such  manner 
and  upon  such  paper  as  he  may  think  most  Kkely  M 
secure  them  against  counterfeits.  The  faoe  of  the  notes 
thus  to  be  emitted  shall  read  in  manfner  following,  to 

wit:  "  No.  —— ^--  dollars.    This  bill  of  — — 

dollars  shall  be  exchanged  and  redeemed  in  Spanish 
milled  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gok)  of  silver, 
at  the  rate  of  one  for  forty,  at  the  treasury  of  Virginia, 
on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thdtf* 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four."  On  each  of  thfe 
said  notes  the  treasurer  shall  cause  such  a  device  to  b^ 
printed  as  will  readily  distinguish  them  from  any  others 
heretofore  emitted.  He  shall  also  appoint  proper  pelv 
sons  to  over-look  the  press,  to  number  aiid  sign  the 
said  botes  upon  the  best  terms  be  can,  always  observ- 
ing to  publish  the  names  of  such  numberers  and  sign- 
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ers  in  the  news-paper.  The  bills  of  credit  to  be  emit- 
ted by  virtue  of  this  ai^t,  shall  be  entered  in  the  audi- 
tors office  to  the  treasurer's  account,  and  be  signed  by 
one  of  the  auditors  or  by  one  of  their  clerks  or1)y  aa 
issistant  clerk,  whom  the  auditors  may  appoint  for  this 
special  purpose,  who  shall  receive  such  an  allowance 
for  his  trouble  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  without 
which  signature  the  said  bills  of  credit  shall  not  be 
current. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

An  act  Jar  the  relief  of  ceftain  per^ 
som  novo  resident  on  the  western 
frontier* 

>  WH£R£AS  a  number  of  poor  persons  with  their        County 
families  have  removed  to  the  Kentucky  country,  and  courts  in  the 
"^y- reason  of  great  hardships  they  havcf  encountened  ^^^^"^^^^^ 
and  expences  incurred  by  them  in  their  removal  to  that  thorised  to 
distant  place  and  the  parts  adjacent,  they  have  become  direct  sur- 
finable  to  advance  ready  money  to  pay  the  state  price  ^^^^^^^^^ 
of  vacant  lands.     For  relief  of  such  poor  persons,  Be  ^^Bcttlen* 
i#  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  the  courts  of  not  exceed- 
thexounties  of  Lincoln,  Fayette  and  Jefferson,  be,  and  VJf  ^£?Sj"* 
they  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  issue  their     ^        ^* 
order&  to  the  surveyors  of  the  said  counties  respective- 
ly, commanding  them  to  lay  out  and  survey  tor  such 
poor  settlers  any  tract  of  land  in  the  said  counties  or 
either  of  them  which  shall  be  vacant.     And  the  sur- 
veyor shall  proceed  with  all  possible  expedition  to  sur- 
vey «ucb  vacant  land  and  make  out  pUtts  and  certifi*" 
cates  for  the  same  in  the  usual  manner;  and  the  regiS'' 
ler  of  the  land  office  and  all  other  officers  of  govem- 
4iieQt,.  shall  proceed  in  the  usual  manner  for  compleat- 
tng'tbe  titles  of  such  lands  as  in  similar  cases.    Pro" 
videdy  That  no  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  lands  under 
ibis  act,  except  such  as  are  now  actually  resident  in 
that  country  or  the  parts  adjacent,  and  the  masters  and 
^tress^s  of  families  there  at  this  time,  and  hcive  not 
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acquired  a  right  to  land  th"'*e  either  io  law  ^  equity, 
and  are  too  poor  to  procure  lands  in  the  ordinary  me 
tfiod.    And  the  courts  of  the  said  counties  are  heret 
fe<|uired  diligently  to  enquire  into  the  circumstanct 
aforesaid,  and  to  grant  no  order  of  survey  to  any  per^ 
top  except  as  before  excepted*     No  order  of  survey 
under  this  act  shall  exceed  die  quantity  of  four  hun- 
dred acres  for  each  family,  and  the  surveyor  shall  lav 
out  the  same  in  one  tract,  the  greatest  length  of  whic*i 
shall  not  exceed  the  breadth  by  more  than  one  third. 
Time  of  pay.  -^'^  P^i'^^*'^  claiming  under  this  act^  besides  the  usual 
ment.         '  office  fees,  shall  pay  into  the  public  treasury  after  the 
rate  of  twenty  shillings  in  specie,  or  the  value  thereof 
in  paper  money,  for  every  hundred  acres,  within  twa 
years  and  an  half  ffom  the  date  of  the  survey,  as  the 
state  price,  and  in  default  of  making  such  payment,  alt 
right  and  interest  to  such  surveys  shall  be  forfeited  to 
the  commonwealth,  and  the  lands  subject  to  the  claim 
of  any  person  who  shall  pay  the  said  state  price  for  the 
same,  and  prosecute  by  way  of  caveat  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law.    All  orders  of  survey  and  proceed-^ 
mgs  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  thia 
act  shall  be  void  and  of  no  efiect  or  avail  to  the  per- 
sons clannrog  under  them.    This  act  shall  continue  t6 
be  in  force  two  years,  and  no  longer. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

An  act  fot  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  salaries  oj  the  offi^ 
cers  of  government. 

Preamble.  WHEREAS  the  average  price  of  tobacco  fixed  by 
the  grand  jury  at  the  last  session  of  the  general  court 
for  the  payment  of  the  salariesof  the  officers  of  govenn 
ment^  hath  been  found  inadequate,  and  any'estiniate  tj^ 
be  made  of  the  average  price  of  that  article  in  manfler 
aforesaid  or  by  the  market  price  thereof,  may,  doriog 
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Mfn^flu^Uis^EliM*  <>i  :the  tiiiHMf|>rodac6  injustice  ^lo  die 
i  o6|cers;  Be  it  ther^re  ^utacied  by  the  Genercd  As^-  * 
'^fy^  Tliatt  for  every  hundred  pounds  ef  tobacco  gi-     SalaneBof 
,-by  law  to  the  officers  of  the  civil  list  eslablbhHient  ^Jl*"  ^^^ 
.fi|^eetively,  including  the  commissioner  of  the  war  Sowliquida- 
p^e,  •  members  of  the  general  asuembl y^  the  clerks  al-  te4. 
4e(i  to  any  of  tlie  said  officers  and  those  of  the  sev^ 
'^public  boards,  there  be  allowed  the^fum  of  twenty 
f  4^ltngs  in  specie,  which  specie  shall  be  dischorged  in 
ce^ilfent  money  of  the  state  according  to  such  difference 
oi% .exchange  A^  shall  be  settled  by  the  grand  jury  at 
tb0  first  session  of  the  general  court  which  may  be  held 
after  the  passing  this  act.    And  such  difference  of  ex-    Grmd  jonr 
cbaoge  shall  thereafter  continue  to  be  made  by  the  ^®  settle  dif- 
gmnd  jury  at  each  of  the  quarterly  sessions  of  the  ge-  excSmge. 
nef^l  court  in  every  year,  and  be  the  ratio  by  wbicK 
th^said  salaries  shall  be  discharged  in  future. 

^nd  ba  itfyrthermacted^  That  until  the  first  session 
of .^be  general  court  to  be  held  after  the  passinc:  of  ihis 
acl|  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  omcers  of 
gowmment  respectively  (including  their  present  quar- 
terly salaries)  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  5fty  pounds 
in  ibe  curreqt  paper  money  of  tliis  stale  for  every  twen- 
ty jshiltiags  In  specie  which  may  become  due  to  them 
by  virtue  of  this  act.     -  .        - 


CHAP.  XX. 


An  act  for  enlisling  soldiers  to  serve 
in  the  continental  army. 

BE  it  enacted^  That  the  governor,  with  the  advice    officers  ap« 
of  council,  immediately  upon  the  passing  pf  this  act,  pointed,  to 
shall  proceed  to  appoint  some  discrett  officer  or  offi-  cnMst  sol- 
cert  in  ihe  respective  coonties  withia  the  state,  to  re-  y^  or  the 
croii  by  volootary  enlistments^  any  number  of  soldiers  war.  * 
not  exceeding  the  number  of  three  tfaou^nd,  for  the 
ternn  of  ^^  years  or  during  the  war;  each  soldier  to 
be  ^ve  fiset  Ibur  inches  high,  not  being  a  deserter  nor 
Mibkct  to  fits,  of  able  body  smd  sound  mind^  fit  for  mh 

Vol..  X.  E  3  • 
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m^iiiile  service.     The  recruiting  officers  Aall  be  tl- 
Bf^^tt flowed  all  reasonable  expences  incurred  whibt  in  ^ 
service,"5ow  ^^^fS^  ^^  duty,  to  be  examined  and  settled  by  the 
paid.   '       ^ors.  of  pttbucaecomits,  and  a  warrant  shkH  ' — 


the  treasurer  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  so  c  i|itii|^ 
as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable,  f^or  eviif. 
soldier  enlisted  as  above  described  the*  recruiting  cw 
cer  shall  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  twenty  shilling  la 
specie,  or  the  value  thereof  in  paper  mpne}^.  The  go- 
vernor, with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  have  pmm 
[  to  advance  any  snm  of  radbey  necemrry  for  tne-lldl 
execution  of  this  act,  either  to  the  officers  aforeialJNr 
to  some  other  proper  person  in  each  respective  i 
where  the  recruiting  business  shaft  be,  first  t 
and  good  security  if  necessary  for  the  faithfiiT  i 
tion  of  the  same.  The  men  when  enlisted  shi'' 
titled  to  subsistence  from  the  day  of  ^iir  enlts 
Baui^  and  And  be  it  enacted^  That  every  soldier  wfeo^ll  _, 
imnuAlties.  {{st  to  serve  in  the  continental  army  for  the  terdUKPllib 
years  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  allowed  ftesaiiPif 
ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  tiown  as^soo^'ift^lMhfc 
sworn  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  also  be  entftMN^illi 
•  other  immunities  that  other  continentail  ^oUtiieM^^^in^ 
The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  sfaatt^^MriKt 
the  place  of  rendezvous  and  also  a  proper  (m&t^ 
take  a  review  of  all  the  troops  thai  are  enlhtei^  iid 
shall  order  the  same  to  lie  marched  on  to  jultf^fWH^ 
my  with  all  possible  expedition.  If  upon  a  rev)t#^ti|^ 
soldier  shall  be  deemed  unfit  for  service,  the  ofBcer  lO' 
recruiting  him  shall  be  responsible  for  die  boonty-mo- 
ney  or  find  another  m  Jhis  room.  The  time  of  service 
iball  b^n  from  the  date  of  the  review,  and  noCiooner. 
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;'  CHAP-^XXL 

€«5<  •^Z&r  giving  Jar ther  time  to  rfe- 
^*'*?^grtim^  counties  to  pay  their  spe- 

. .  WHEREAS  it  Uath  been  represented  that  there  are  PurthertiiaB 
£^at  .deficiencies  in  the  collections  of  grain  under  the.  allowed  Ibr 
IMtt  **' Fof  layi^Rg  a  tax  payable  in  certain  enumerated  P^3^ntof 
-ficpawodiliesy"  which  hath  in  a  great  measure  been  ^^^ 
.OViiUfj^  to  the  frequent  calls  of  the  militia,  by  which 
;  means  many  were  in  service  at  the  time  the  said  act 
should  have  been  complied  with*      And  whereas  the 
.demand  for  grain  for  public  use  is  pressing,  and  it  is 
indispensably  necessary  that  further  time  should  be 
^Iven  for  the  collection  of  the  same^    Be  it  therefore 
f^acted^  That  the  commissioners  of  the  grain  tax  in  .  .  V-T  . 
^^a^gtlt^QUBty  where  the  cqllecuon  hath  not  been  made, 
.ba^ai^>owesed  and  required  to  receive  from  each  per- 
fK^Q^pj^riAg  the  same  till  the  first  day  of  August  next, 
§9.ii^^mpb  sk  the  commodities  as  by  the  said  recited  act 
ijl^  19ay.be  chargeable  witbfOf  which  public  notice 
hM^^  1m  given  in  their  several  counties,  and  t^e  said 
vf^Qiniilisstoners  shall,,  afler  the  said  fi/st  day  of  August, 
jMke  proper  returns  to  the  executive  of  all  such  com- 

mofUti^s  by  them  received* 


'%>  .^  :■' 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

l<^^'^^'  An- act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  dn 
act  for  adjusting  and  settling  Ih^ 
titles  of  claimei^s  to  unpateiited  lands 
under  the  present  and  former  go- 
vernment^  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment  of  the  commonwealth's  land 
office- 

Aii««,.«^*.  I.  WHEEEAS  the  aHo^ance  heretofore  made  to 
to  coramis.  the  commissioners  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
monen  for  "an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  adjusting  and  settling  the 
a^uating  ^j^j^^  of  claipiers  to  Unpatented  lands,"  and  to  the  sher- 
land?  and  iffs,  surveyors  and  clerks  attending  the  same^  is  inade- 
their  atten-  quate  to  their  trouble  and  expences;  Be  it  enackd^ 
^*"**' if*"  il»t  each  commissicmer  for *very  day  he  ahallMeces- 
crease  garily  be  employed  in  going  to,  attending  onandrc- 

turning  from  the  business  of  his  office,  shall  receivfe six- 
ty pounds,  the  sheriff  thirty  pounds  for  every  tf»y  lie 
shall  attend,  and  the  surveyor  thirty  pounds  ^or^^ery 
day  he  shall  attend,  in  tieu  of  the  former  alfow^icie 
made  by  the  said  recited  act.  \'jf^ 

Tax  on  suit-  II.  And  whereas  the.expence  of  carrying  ihMf^ 
ors  enerets-  act  into.ei^ecution  will  be  greatly  increased,  jhmMHp 
cd*  reasonable  and  just  that  such  expeoce  shouFiil|)iV.il^ 

frayed  by  the  persons  to  be  benefitied  thereby;  Se  1ft 
farther  enacted,  That  for  every  hundred  acres  of  Jand 
contained  within  the  ^certificates  to  be  granted  by^he 
commissioners,  the  party  receiving  the  same  shall  pay 
twenty  dollars  to  the  commissioners,  besktes  a  fee  of 
ten  dollars  for  each  certificate  to  the  clerk. 
.  lU.  And  wjiereas  the  commissioners  appointed  for 

courts  in  di^  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  before-rc- 
trict  of  Ken-  cited  act,  were  discontinued  in  the  district  of  Kentacky, 
^*3[t*  hear  ^^^^^^y  ™apy»  6^^^  people  of  this  commonweaUb  were 
mA  deter^*'^  prevented  from  proving  their  rights  of  settlement  and 
mine  land  pre-emption  in  due  time,  owing  to  their  being  engage<i 
clJ^'nw,  left  jp  the  public  service  of  this  country;  Be  it.  thm^pi^ 
by^mmi.  ^^^^^i  That  the  county  courts, in  which  such  lamis 
lu^rs,  tnav  lie,  are  hereby  empowered  apd  required  tojiear 
^  ^d  determine  sqch  disputes  as  h^ve  ooi  heretofore  been 
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tleterminecl  by  cornmissioners  acting  in  that  country 

under  the  act  of  assembly;  taking  for  their  guide  and 

direciion  the  acts  of  a^embly  whereby  the  conftmis- 

f  iof|^r£  were  governed.      And  the  register  of  the  land    Regitter  tP 

c^ce  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  grant  titles  iatut^nu 

on  the  determination  pf  such  conrts.in  the  same  man-  thereon. 

ner  as  if  the  commissioners  hs^d  determine  ti>e  same. 


CHAP.  XXIIL 


An  act  to  empower  the  governor  and 
coimcil  tofix'the  value  oj* provisions 
impressed  for  the  use  of  the  arnny. 

WHEREAS  great  abuses  have  happened  and  Maay    Governor  fc 
happen  both  in  the  inequality  of  the^r^-ices  and  the  ex-  T**"^*"* 
o Aitancy  of  the  sums  at  which  provisions  to  be  im-  fix^the  vilue  / 

pressed  for  the  use  of  the  array  shall  be  appraised;  Be  of  proinaioiiB 
it  therefore  enacted.  That  so  milch  of  the  laws  hereto-  jjnpre«««^ 
'fere  in  force  or  which  have  passed  during  the  present  of  t^* troy, 
session  of  assembly,  as  relate  to  the  valuation  of  any 
provisions  so  impressed,  are  hereby  repealed,  aAd  in 
*iieu  thereof,  It  is  enacted.  That  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil he  empowered  to  fix  from  time  to  time  a  reasonable 
price   in  specie  for  all  the  said  articles,  as  enumerated 
in  and  by  an  act  of  October  session,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hftindred  and  eighty,  entitled  ♦*  An  act  to  revive 
and  amend  the  act  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions 
and  o€her  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army," -and 
shall  also  be  empowered  to  settle  the  allowance  to  be 
made  in  current  money  upon  all  certificates  granted 
under  this  act,  which  shall  be  paid  in  taxes,  to  which 
^d  price  and  allowance  the  auditors  of  public  ac- 
counts shall  pay  due  regard,  which  shaH  be  their  guide 
for  settling  all  c<^rtificates  for  the  articles  so  enumera- 
ted; Provided,  That  where  the  quantum  or  weight  of 
any  ^eh  article  may  be  matter  of  doubt,  it  shall  be  as-  . 
certained  by  the  opinion  of  two  indifferent  persons  un- 
der  the  same  regulations  as  appraisenyents  wouM  liave 
^n  made  except  for  this  act« 
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AT  A 
BEGUN    AND    HELD 

i\l  Ihe  PubWc  BuWd'mgs  *m  the  Toyiii  ThomMNci. 
of  Richmoud,  ou  Monday  the  Mth  da^  ^^y'iZ^' 
of  November,  in  the  3 ear  of  our  Lord 
oae  thousand  se\eu hundred  and  eigh- 
t^'-one,  and  in  the  s\xth  ^ear  of  ttie 
comn\onNMea\th. 


CHAP.  I.f 

An  act  for  incorporating  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg^  in  the  county  of 
Spotsylvania. 

I.  FOR  incorporating  the  town  of  Fredericksburg      'i^^m  d^ 
ia  the  county  of  Spotsylvania,  Bt  it  enacted^  That  it  Frederiek^ 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  freeholders  and  house-lceepers  borg  lmr« 
who  shall  have  been  resident  in  the  said  town  three  P^'**^ 
months  next  preceding  such  election,  to  meet  al  some 
convenient  place  in  the  said  town.annuatly  on  the  third 
MoDday  in  March,  and  then  and  Uiere  nominate  and  oAceraJiew 
elect  by  ballot,  twelve  fit  and  able  men,  being  freehold*  ^ected. 
ers  anq  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  serve  as  mayor,  re* 
^^rder,  aldermen  and  common  councihnen  for  toe  same; 
and  the  persons  so  elected  shall,  within  one  week  after 
their  'ek«tion,  proceed  to  cfause  by  ballot  out  of  theit 

*  Ttftomss  Net8oa»  iuB.  e$q.  was  elected  governor  Xuae  IStk 
1781;  and  on  the  30th  of  Kovember  1781,  Benjamin  Uarrisoniy 
esq.  was  fleeted  his  successor. 

t  In  the  ofi{^nal  the  sets  of  thb  session  are  dtstinguidMdMIl 
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otrii  body,  one  mnyor,  one  Tecofder,  and  fimr -aMer* 

«?ofif  "**'^  men,  and  the  remaining  stx  siroll  be  common  cotmtcil^ 

ccr%     ^^^^^^  tvhose  several  amhoritTrs  a§  mayo^  T«MH>rdfi\  al- 

derinen  and  common  councllnien,  shall  continue  nfiltt. 

the  third  Monday  in  March  in  the  year  Mcceldhig, 

;uid  until  others  .^hafl  be  qualified  in  their  sCrad,  and 

St  !e  ofco    '^^  longer,  unless  where  re-elected.      That  tbe  majnor, 

poratiofi.  ^^  recorder,  ald^rmeri  and  common  codncitiBei}  so  eket* 

ed,  and  their  successors,  shall,  and  a|e  bereby  mwim  a 

body  corporate  and  politic,  by  ^e  name  ofma^or  and 

c«)mmonal!y  of  ttie  towri  of  Fredericksburg,  and  %f 

that  name  to  have  perpetual  successien,  with  ciipaftity 

Corporate  to  purcbase,  receive,  and  possefls  hand^  and-ieoeitfiotl^ 

powen.        ^dods  and  chattels,  either  in  fee  or  any  leaser  ^iiaia 

thefein,  and  the  same  to  give,  grant,  let,  sell,  or  a^gn  a- 

gain,  and  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  prosecute  and  <dfe^ 

fend  ail  causes,  complaints,  actions,  rea),  personttt  or 

mixt,  and  to  have  one.common  seal  and  perpetnid-ftdo- 

cession.  That  the  pefdon  who  glial  1  be  first  efettedanw* 
offiee^how  ^^  ^^  ^^  g^jj  ^^^^^  g,,^,,^  ^j^l^^  ^^  iwk  after lA 

election,  take  an  eath  or  make  SDlemn  affinnfitipli^  bt^ 

fore  a  justice  of  the  ((uorunV  \n  the  cointtiissioa  mMm 

peace  for  the  said  county  of  Spotsylvania,  for  the  doe 

and  faithful  exetnition  of  his  o0ice;  and  eveij  socoeed^ 

ing  mayor  shall  be  qualified  to  his  office  before-^lke- 

mayor  for  the  time  befog;  and  every  recorder,  aldcf^ 

man  and  common  councilman  shall  take  eke  like  oadi 

.  or  make  the  like  affirmation  with  respect  to  their  offieoy 

•  UHOttfUbn  *^®*®''®  ^^^  mayor  for  the  time  being:  Bot  no:^rioa 

ofc^ce of    ^all  bold  the  qfltee  of  mayor  for  more  than  oneyaupt 

n»j^r.  •       within*any  two  years:  Provided  nf«i0rfAt2«si,**Wtam4a 

r'  ^     a  vacancy  shall  have  happened  in  the  officO'Of -niayot 

within  the  year,  the  person  elected  for.die  remaindev 

of  that  year,  may  be  ^elected  agam  at  the  BCtxt -general 

electron,  and  act  in  the  said  office  until:  the  nextgiear- 

ral  election,  and  until  anotbeV  -shall  i^e  elected  mad 

qualified  in  his  stead.  •    .    .  ..^ 

rerritorial      1 1.  j)nd  be U  enacted,  That thts wayor,  recorckrani^ 

SctTon"'  ^^^^^^  fo«*  t*»«  ^^^  ^>»e.  a«  hereby  deo»irre«UB4  ^ 
constituted  jostices  of  the  peace  whbio'tiie  tttoila  ^Hle 
&atd  town,  which  limits  shall  extend  to  lom^idernMsk 
on  ihe  tiorth-west  side  of  KappabanHock  rmc^-^-and^ 
ha¥a  mUe  wttltout  and  around  tbe  other  ttmtts^ofllie 
fiM  town,  and  have  the  Uke  jurisdiction  in  all  ea^Bs 
whatsoever,  originating  within  the  lian^  iafoto^tilMr 
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tioned,  as  the  justices  of  the  county  couns  within  this 
state  now  have.     That  the  said  mayor,  recorder  and  ^ndiciai  md 
aldermen^  or  any  four  or  more  of  them  (the  mayor  or  poJrciS^*' 
recorder  being  one)  shall  have  power  to  hold  a  court 
of  hustings  on  the  third  Monday  in  every  month,  and 
to  bold  p)ea5  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  originating  with- 
in the  limits  before  described,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  coun^  courts  may  do.    To  have  the  sole  power  of 
licencing  tavern-keepers  and  settling  their  rates,  to  ap- 
point a  Serjeant,  who  shall  have  the  power  of  a  sheriff, 
constable?,  and  other  necessary  officei*s  of  court,  and 
surveyors  of  the  streets  and  high  ways,  and  to  settle 
and  allow  reasooable  fees  of  office,  so  as  the  same  do 
not  ;exceed  the  fees  allowed  the  like  officer  in  the  coun- 
ty eourts:  Provided^  That  the  said  officers  shall  take 
an  oath  of  office  before  the  said  court  of  hustings,  be- 
fore they  shall  be  allowed  to  act,  and  that  the  serjeant 
shall  moreover  give  bond  andseourity  for  the  due  per- 
formance of  his  office,  which  bond  shall  be  made  pay- 
able to  tiie  mayor  for  the  time  being,  and  his  succes- 
sors, and  may  be  put  in  suit  by  the  party  grieved,  in 
like  manner  as  sberifis  bonds,    ^nd  provided  alwaysj 
That  iu  civil  cases,  the  said  court  of  hustings  shall  not     ciTiljurib. 
have  jurisdiction  where  the  demand  shall  exceed  one;  diction  iim- 
thousand  pounds  of  crop  tobacco,  or  the  value  thereof '^*^* 
in  money  at  the  time  of  entering  the  action,  unless  both 
parties  shall  be  inliabitants  of  the  town,  at  the  time  of 
suing  out  the  first  process  in  the  suit. 

ill.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  mayor,  re-     Powers  of 
carder,  aldermen  and  common  councilmen  shall  have  *?<>T>or»ti6n 
power  to  erect  work-houses,  houses  of  correction,  pri-  rKj^Tildin^ 
sons,  and  other  public  buildings  for  tJie  benefit  of  the  to  pass  by- 
town,  and  to  make  bye-laws  and  ordinances  for  there-  ^*^*J 
L   gobtion  and  good  government  of  the  said  town;  and  es.***^****** 
1  to  assess  the  inhabitants,  and  all  property  within  the 
1  actual  bounds  of  tlie  said  town,  for  the  charge  of  re- 
I  pairing  the  streets:  Provided,  That  such  bye-laws  and 
9  ordinances  shall  not  be  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent 
with,  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  commonwealth. 
And  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  common  coub-  ^ 
ciknen  shall  have  power  to  hold  and  keep  within  the  *"'"*  ^f^ 
mi  town,  two  market  days,  the  ope  on  Wednesday, 
ihe  other  on  Saturday,  in  every  week,  and  from  time 
to  time  to  appoint. a  clerk  of  the  market,  who  shall 
have  assize  of  bread,  wine,  w^ood,  and  other  tilings, 
Vol.  X.  '      F  3 
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and  generftliy  to  do  and.perfonaidl  thioga  betonf^iM 

to  the  office  oftiie  clerk  of  the  market  within  th^^s^ 

Penalties  for  town.    And  every  person  to  be  elected  to  any  office*^ 

rc^^ns  to    afore-directed,  and  refusing  to  undertake  and  ex^cujie 

c^^^        ^^  same,  shall  pay  the  fines  following^  that  is  to  s^jr: 

The  mayor  fiity  ponnds,  recorder  forty  pbundSi  fil4er- 

men  thirty  pounds,  common  councilmen  twenty-five 

pounds,  Serjeant  one  hundred  pounds,  qonstaUi^  fifty 

pounds,  clerk  of  the  hustings  court,  and  clerkpf  the 

market,  each  fifty  pounds,  surveyors  of  the  streets  or 

roads  thirty  pounds  each,  to  be  imposed  by  the  judg* 

ment  of  the  said  court  of  hustings  for  the  use  of  tk 

town,  and  levied  by  execution  against  the  goods  and 

Officers^how  chattels  of  the  ofiender.      And  in  case  of  misconduct 

'^•'"^^  ^t' '"  ^^^  office  of  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  commoD 

""**^     "*  *  councilmen,  or  either  of  them,  the  others^  being  sevcD 

at  the  least,  shall  have  power  to  remove  the  ofiender, 

and  as  to  all  other  offices,  the  power  first  appointing 

shall  or  may  at  pleasure  revoke.     And  In  case  of^va^ 

Vacanciet,  cancy  in  the  office  of  mayor,  recorder,  alderoien  or 

ed.^  ^^^^^  common  councilmen,  the  vacancy  shall  be  fillW  tm  ia 

the  following  manner:  The  recorder  sbdU  succW^tbe 

mayor,  the  eldest  alderman  succeed  the  recorder,  and 

80  on  according  to  prio.rity,  tp  be  reckoned   by  the 

niimber  of  votes ^at  the  last  election.     And  if  a  Tacaocj 

shall  happen  among  the  common  councilmen^  bisplaee 

shall  be  filled  from  the  body  of  the  freeholders  within 

the  town,  by  ballot  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  akk^mea 

and  common  councilmen.  ^  . 

Common      IV.  And  be  itfariher  enacied^  That  the  mayor/ ve* 

coiui^»how  corder,  and  two  of  the  aldermen  shall  have  power,  so 

convened.     ^^^  ^^  ^y^^y  ^^  occasion,  to  summon  a  common  coon- 

cil  of  the  said  town,  which  shall  consist  of  the  mayor, 

recorder,  two  aldermen,  and  foor  common  councilmen, 

at  the  least;  that  no  law,  order  or  regulation  shall  be 

binding  and  valid,  nor  shall  the  same  be  revoked  or 

p^         altered,  or  fine  imposed  for  a  breach  thereof  nnle» 

hereto^K^  Seven  members  concur  therein. 

vested  in  V.  And  be  itfariher  enactedj  That  all  the  property, 

^^^^fi^Wfi     '®*'  ""^  personal,  now  held  or  possessed  by  the  tms- 

thcSwSJn  ^^  ^f  ^^^  said  town  of  Fredericksburg,  in  law  or 

.  ^Jrckibald  equity,  or  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  'uJuc 

MPhanon,  bitants  thereof,  and  particularly  the  charitable  dona- 

Jr^'i^    tion  of  the  late  Mr.  Archibald  M'Pberson,  now  vested 

tion/^       in  the  trustees  of  the  said  town,  in  trust  for  the educt* 
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tioA  of  poor  children,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  here-  . 
hy  transferred  and  vested  in  the  mayor  and  common- 
alty bfthe  said  town,  to  and  .for  the  same  uses,  intents 
aiid  ^arpose!s  as  the  trustees  of  the^said  towQ  now  hold  . 
the  same;  any  former  law,  or  any  clause  or  devise  in 
fti^  said  Archibald  M'Pherson's  will,  to  the  contrary 
tfereof  notwithstanding.  And  in  all  courts  of  law  and 
e(]uity,  this  act  shall  be  construed,  taken  and  held  most 
beneficially  and  favourably  for  the  said  corporaUoo. 


CHAP.  II- 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act 
[Jhr  farther  continuing  an  act  enti- 
tled cm  act  to  empower  the  gover- 
nor and  council  to  lay  an  embargo 
for  a  limited  time. 

I.  BE  it  enacted^  .That  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  ^ct  emDow- 


bargoea  le- 
^  peated. 
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CHAP.  111. 

[ciutii.  Bcv.  An  act  for  farther  continuing  cm  dkt 
^'^^'^  entitled  an  act  to  exempt  artijicerg 

employed  at  iron  works  from  milt' 

tia  duty. 

Act  exempt.  I.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  passed  at  the 
ITt^iroif  ^^"^^  last  March  session,  entitle^  "  An  act  to  exempt  artifir 
work8»  from  cers  employed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty,"  wi^icti 
militia  duty,  was  continued  by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  will 
furth«  con-  expire  at  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  a^embly; 
'^^^  and  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  the  same  should 

be  farther  continued: 

n.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assem^y^ 
That  the  act  entitled  '<  An  act  to  exempt  artificers  ein-^^ 
ployed  at  iron  works  from  militia  duty,"  shall  contiD- 
ue  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  expiration  there-* 
of,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly^  ^d 
no  longer. 


CHAP.  IV. 

An  act  to  suspend  the  execution  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  empower  ike 
court  of  Green  Brier  county  to 
have  a  waggon  road  opened  f^om 
their  courthouse  to  the  eastern  wa-^ 

Act  cmpow.  i^^.^.^ 

ering  court 

of  Greenbri-  ,•»•,. 

cr  county  to  I.  BE  tt  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  the 

'*^^*Jd?"  ®'^^^'*^*^"  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  assembly  entitled  "  An  act  to 
fene'd  from  empower  the  court  of  Greenbrier  county  to  have  a 
their  court  waggon  road  opened  from  their  court-house  to  the 
house  to  the  eastern  waters,"  and  all  proceedings  had  thereupon, 
JJ^JJ^^*'  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  suspended  for  the 
P0ii4e4.       term  of  two  years. 
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CHAP.  V. 

4n  act  to  empower  the  registei^  of  the  iciimi.bcv. 
.    loTid  office  to  appoint  a  deputy  on^^  '^ 
the  western  waters.  . .  -^ilf 

I.  WHEREAS  under  the  present  mode  established      Pfcamblp. 
by  law  for  obtaining  grants  for  waste  and  unappro- 
priated lands  within  this  (commonwealth,  many  of  the 

good  citizens  thereof  are  subject  to  great  inconveni- 
ence and  expeoce  in  travelling  to  the  land-office  in  or- 
der to  produce  the  necessary  title  papers  for  obtaining 
gVants  on  the  same;  for  remedy  whereof, 

II.  Be  it  enacted  bjf  the  General  Jlssemhly^  That  the     Regifter  of 
re^ster  of  the  land-office  shall,  and  lie  is  hereby  em-  Uichndof- 
powered  to  appoint  a  deputy,  for  whose  good  conduct  potntVde- 
he  shall  be  accountable,  to  reside  in  some  convenient  puty,  to  re- 
part  of  the  Kentucky  country,  whose  business  it  shall  s»de  in  the 
be  to  receive  the  platts  and  certificatp^  nf  all  snrv  rys  ^^^^^^^^^^y 
made  within  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Jefierson,  and  *^°^" 
Fayette,  together  with  the  title  papers  apon  which  they    Ifis  duties. 
are  founded,  to  be  by  him  registered  in  a  book  to  be 

kept  for  that  purpose;  all  which  platts  and  certificates 
of  survey,  as  well  as  all  such  title  papers,  the  said  de- 
puty register  shall  once  in  every  six  months;  or  often- 
er  if  convenient,  transmit  to  the  principal  land-office, 
to  be  proceeded  on  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  entry 
had  been  there  first  made.  And  when  titles  are  com- 
jileat^  upon  the  said  platts  and  certificates  of  survey, 
tbe  register  flhall  forward  the  same  to  bis  deputy,  ivbo 
shall,  after  making  a  proper  entry  thereof  in  his  office 
deliver  them  out  to  the  proprietors. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

An  act  to  secure  to  persojis  who  de^ 
rive  titles  to  lotsy  lands  or  tenements 
under  the  lottery^  or  under  a  deed 
oj' trust  of  the  tale  William  ByrcL^ 
^esquire^  a  fee  simple  estate  therein. 

I.  WHEREAS  there  are  divers  persons  pos8«Med 
ChartesXif-  gf  Jots  in  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  and 
•urvfvinV^  of  lands  and  tenements  contiguous  thereto,  who  deriVe 
trustee  of  titles  to  the  same  under  the  lottery  of  the  late  William 
MTiUiam  Byrd,  esquire,  whereof  John  Robinson,  Peter  Ran- 
SruSito  dolph,  Peyton  Randolph  Presley  Thornton,  Joha 
conrey  lots  Page,  Charles  Carter,  and  Charles  Tumbull,  esquires, 
mnd  lands,  were  appointed  managers  and  trustees;  and  other  per* 
Byid's  loue-  ^^^  ^^  possessed  of  lands  and  tenements,  who  pur- 
r)%and  a  ^'  chased  and  derived  titles  to  the  same,  under  a  deed  of 
deed  of  trust,  bearing  date  the  eighteenth  day  of  December, 
^^^          ^one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  made  and 

ej^ecuted  bv  the  said  William  Byrd,  esquire,  to  the 
said  John  llobinton,  Peter  Randolph,  Pejrton  Ran-' 
dolph,  Presley  Thornton,  John  Page,  Charies  Carter, 
and  Charles  Tumbull,  esquires,  for  the  purpose  of  pay* 
ikig  his,  the  said  William  Byrd's  debts,  which  saiddiseif' 
of  trust  is  i'ecorded  in  the  general  court  of  this  corn*' 
monwealth.  .And  whereas  by  the  deaths  of  tb^  saitf 
William  Byrd,  John  Robinson,  Peter  RaiidolpK,  Pey^ 
ton  Randolph,  Presley  Thornton,  and  John  Page,  ea-r 
quires,  there  are  not  now  Kving  a  sufficient  nuniber  69 
the  said  trustees  to  execute  proper  deeds  of  cMirqr- 
ance  for  the  said  lots,  lands  and  tenements  to  the  pai'- 
chasers  thereof,  whereby  the  several  proprietois  ^re 
discouraged  from  improving  the  same;  For  reni^^l^ 
whereof, 

II.  Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  JlisenMy,  ThUt 
the  said  Charles  Carter,  esquire,  the  only  actftijg  tut^ 
viving  trustee  of  the  said  William  Byrd,  be,  and  h€h 
hereby  empowered  and  required,  upon  the  appHtcalloii 
and  at  the  costs  and  charged  of  the  said  purchasers,  to 
execute  deeds  of  conveyance  in  fee  simple  for  the  afere* 
8ai4  h>ts,  lands  and  tenemept^  to  the  resp^tive  piir* 
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ei^sers  thereof,  which  said  deeds  so  td  be  executed 
shall  be  as  good  and  effectual  in  law  for  conveying  the 
right  to  the  said  lots,  lands  and  tenements,  and  to  eve- 
ry of  them,  as  though  the  same  had  been  made  and  exe- 
ctfM  by  a  m^ority  of  the  aforesaid  trustees:  Provided 
netfertheUss,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  alter  or  affect  the  title  to  any  of  the  be- 
fore-mentioned lots,  lands  or  tenements,  where  two  or 
more  persons  set  up  titles  or  claim  to  the  same  lot  or 
tenement  as  purchasers,  either  under  the  aforesaid  lot-  ^ 

tery  or  deed  of  trust,  nor  to  affect  the  title  or  claim  of 
Ibe  heir  at  law  of  the  said  William  Byrd,  esquire,  to 
^  or  mny  of  the  aforesaid  lots,  lands  or  tenements; 
Provided,  .The  said  heir  at  law  prosecute  such  claim 
witbii}  twelve  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act 


CHAP.  vn. 


A71  act  Jot  dividing  the  county  of 
.  ^  Bedford. 

.1.  HE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assefnbltf^  That        Bedfonl 
froih  and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  the  coun-  county  dWi* 
Ijf  of  Bedford  shall  be  divided  into  two  distinct  conn-  c^pj^ 
ties^  by  a  line  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  Judy's  creek  formed. 
OQ  James  river,  thence  to  Thompson's  mill  on  Buffa- 
liow  c«eek,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Back  creek  on  Goose  Boandtnc^ 
qr^k»  thence  the  same  course  continued  to  Staunton  ri- 
ver,  and  that  part  of  the  said  county  lying  east  of  the  said 
lioei  siiall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Camp- 
t^l;  and  all  the  residue  of  the  said  county  shall  retain 
tb^.p^une  pf  Bedford.    That  a  court  for  the  said  conn-  Court  days. 
ty  of  Campbell  shall  be  held  by  the  justices  thereof  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  every  month  after  the  said  divi- 
«i(Mii  shall  take  place,  in  such  manner  as  is  provided  by 
law  lor  other  counties,  and  shall  be  by  their-commis- 
sions  directed. 

J  I.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  justices  to  be 
Qa^Qied  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  said 
couuty  of  Campbeli  shall  meet  at  the  house  of  Micigah 
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Terrill,  in  t!ie  said  county,  upon  the  first  coort  day^ 
ter  ihe  said  divisioit  shall  take  place,  and  having  taken 
the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  and  administel*ed  the  oath 
of  office  to,  and  taken  bond  of  the  sheriff  according  X6 
law,  proceed  to  appoint  and  qualify  a  clerk,  and  fix 
upon  a  place  for  holding  courts  in  the  said  county,  at 
or  as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  the  situation  and  con- 
venience will  admit  of;  and  thenceforth  the  said  court 
shall  proceed  to  erect  the  necessary  public  buildings 
at  f  uch  place;  and  until  such  buildings  be  compleated, 
to  appoint  any  place  for  holding  courts  as  they  shall 
think  fit.  Provided  always^  That  the  appointment  of 
^,  place  for  holding  court,  and  of  a  derk,  shall  n^  be 
jnade,  unless  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  the  said  coon- 
ty  be  present.  Where  such  majority  shall  have  beea 
prevented  from  attending  by  bad  weather,  or  their  be- 
ing at  the  time  out  of  the  county,  in  such  cases,. the  ap- 
pointment shall  be  postponed  until  some  court  day 
when  a  majority  shall  be  present.  That  the  governor, 
with  advice  of  the  coiuicil,  shall  apipoint  a  person  tb^be 
first  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  who  shall  conthoe  -in 
office  daring  the  term,  and  upon  the  same  cOndttions 
as  is  by  law  appointed  for  other  sheriffs. 

III.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  enacted,  That 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  of  the  said  coaitty  of 
Bedford,  to  collect  and  make  distress  for  any  pabKc 
dues  or  officers  fees  which  shall  remain  onpaid  by  the 
inhabitants  thereof  at  the  time  such  division  shallcalce 
place,  and  shall  also  be  accountable  for  the  same  in 
like  manner  as  if  thisr  act  had  not  been  ii]ade;.attd  ibat 
the  court  of  the  said  county  of  Bedford  shaN  bavejfH 
risdiction  of  all  actions  and  suits  in  law  or  equity,  which 
shall  be  depending  before  them  at  the  time  of  the  said 
division,  and  shall  try  and  determine  the  same,  and  is* 
sue  process  and  award  execution  thereon. 

IV.  And  whereas  by  thef  division  of  the  said  couaty, 
the  court-house  in  the  county  of  Bedford  will  be  to- 
conveniently  situated;  Be  it  therefore  enacttd,  Thtet 
the  justices  thereof  shall  hold  their  first  court  at  the 
house  of  David  Wright,  and  the  said  justices,  or  a  ma- 
jority of- them,  shall  have  power  to  fix  on  a  place  in 
the  said  county,  as  near  the  centre  thereof  as  the  sito- 
atjon  and  convenience  will  adroit  of,  for  building  a 
court-honse  and  prison,  and  until  such  buildinglf  are 
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<Hin((^^at«4>  to  iiold  courts  at  sqcb  place  in  the  said 
cpimty  a%lb^  shall  think  proper.  That  in  all  elec- 
li^os  pf  a^^enatofi  the  said  county  of  Campbell  shall 
he  of  the  same  district  with  the  county. of  Bedford. 


CHAP.  VIII.  •     ^ 

v4w  act  /or  regulating  the  militm^y 
and  naval  arrmigements  of  this 
,  staie^ 

,  .  I.  WHEREAS  there  are  several  corps  of  troops  on  Preimble. 
t^ie  state  establishment  of  this  commonwealth,  which 
baving  very  few  soldiers  in  them  cannot  render  any 
^scJiitial  services^  but  are  nevertheless  productive  of  a 
considerablg  annual  ex:pence,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
trenched: 

•11.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  officers  of  the    offXccr^hi 
regiments  s^md  corps  now  in  the  service  of  this  state  »^a*«llnort'. 
(except  so  many  of  them  as  are  necessary  to  command    ^^^ 
the  inea  s^ctually  in  service^  be,  and  they  are  *hereby 
rt^u^ec);  and  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council, 
is  hereby  dii^ected  and  required  to  consolidate  the  iiffi-     „    . 
tf^  and  men  which  shall  be  retained  in  service,  into  consolidated 
Ol^e  qr  inore  corps,  according  to  the  number  of  prl- 
Vfite^  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  judged  most  expedi- 
ent:   Prm^id^dy  That  as  the  number  of  privates  shall 
b«e  .l^scned  by  the  expiration  of  their  enlistments  or 
otherwise,  the.  governor  shs^ll,  with  the  advice  of  coun* 
ttt» .  i»aUe  from  time,  to  time  a  proportionate  reduction  Not  to  affect 
of  ogicers.      Propided  alsa^  That  nothing  contained  ^^^^ 
ii^^is^  8^ct  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  legions  un-  ^ons.* 
dftf  t)|Q  ccminiandoC  brigadier  general  Spotswood.   .       sute  quar- 

rUl.  Jind  be,  it  farther  enact^^  That  the  governor,  tcr  masters^ 
with  advice  of  council,  is  hereby  directed  and  required  rica^U^JUUi^ 
to  make  immediate  enquiry  into  the  departments  of  sionen,  ko. 
state  quarter-masters,  commissaries  of  purchases  and  J»o'»l>«»I«tc. 
•issues,  commissioners  a^ing  under  tlie  provision  law,  to  bcdi^T*^' 
and  the  state  hospital,  and  to  dismiss  all  persons  who  charged. 
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shall  not  be  fottnd  absolutely  necessary  for  t)ie  servtctf 
of  the  troops  which  shall  co^tifiu^  in  service,  afid  for 
*     _         the  \ra;isportation  of  troops,  stores  and  other  necessa^ 
ries  for  the  southern  army. 

IV.  And  whereas  during  4he  continuance  of  titt  pr«^ 
sent  expensive  war  it  is  necessary  to  husband  ifae  re- 
sources of  the  state  with  the  utmost  oeconomy;  and  since 
the  finances  ofihe  coramonwealth  will  liot  admit  of  4he 
putting  the  naval  establishment  at  present  tipoii  sudi  a 
'  footing  as  to  be  productive  of  any  public  benefit,  ^de* 
quatend  its  expenditure;    . 
officers  of     V.  It  is  farther  enacted^  That  the  officers  of  the  nji- 
"**d?  ^^t^fl:  ^y  of  every  denomination,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
includint      duced;  also  that  all  and  every  person  of  the  naval  staffs 
paymasters    establishment^  including  the  commissioner  of  the  navy^ 
irene»i  of    chaplains,  burgeons,  paymasters,  or  others,  shall  be.  • 
^^raiss*'  *"^  ^'^^y  *T^  hereby  dismissed;  and  tbat  the  paymas-. 
cd.  ters  general  both  of  the  armj  and  navy  shall  be  in- 

clud«l  among  the  number  hereby  directed  to  betlis-^* 
But  officers,  missed;  Provided^  That  such  officers  as  shall  be  thbii^t' 
boat^Uber^  necessary  for  the  command  of  the  look-out  boat  W- 
teuined.       berty,  shall  be  retained  in  the  public  service.         *  /    ' 
VI.  And  be  it  Jariher  enacted^  That  the  Executive' 
Hxecutire  to  and  the  officers  of  government  whose  business 'it  i§, 
caHalloffi.    gj^j^jj  ^^^  ^^^^^  jq  ^r^\\  ^\  persons  hereby  reduced  b^ 
cesisreauceti  j.      •      j       •      i  .     S  %v  > 

or  dismissed  dismissed,  who  have  received  any  public  monies  on  ac-  - 

to  account,    count,  who  have  possession  of  any  public  stores,  or 

who  jnay  be  in  any  manner  indebted  to  the  state,"  or 

chargeable  with  delinquencies  of  any  kind,  to  a  strict ' 

account  and  settlement,  and  to  exact  speedy  payment 

Surplus  ^01*  ^1'  balances  which  may  appear  to  be  due.     The 

stores,  8ic.    governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  may  also  order 

transferred   uny  surplus  Stores  of  provisions  which  may  be  in  pes* 

comSental  8^8sion  of  the  state  quarter-masters,  commissioaers 

officers.        acting  under  the  provision  law,  or  commissaries,  and 

are  of  a  perishable  nature,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the 

similar  continental  departments,  taking  care  that  pro* 

per  vouchers,  to  make  the  continent  chargeable  tbere^ 

with,  be  lodged  with  the  auditors;  or  may  otherwise 

dispose  of  them  in  the  most  beneficial  manner  for  the 

state.. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

An.  aet  to  stispend  the  operation  of  an 

act  to  enable  the  congress  of  the 

United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  cer- 

T  tain  goods  and  merchandizes^  and 

also  oft  all  prizes. 

I.  WHEREAS  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  the  con^  Act  auihori^ 
gress  of  the  United  States,  recommeDding  it  to  the  se-sinj^  con- 
veral  states  to  vest, congress  with  a  power  enabling  ^**^^*^^ 
them  to  levy  a  duty  of  five  per  centum  ad  vdortm,  on  LxSif  t». 
certain  goods,  wares  und  merchandizes,  and  aUo  on  ported,, and 
ail  prizes  and  prize  goods,  the  last  session  of  this  pre-  ^^  pnzes 
sent  genieral  assembly  passed  an  act  "  To  enable  the  JJJJR^I^^*. 
congress  of  the  United  States  to  levy  a  duty  on  cer- ther  itates 
tain  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  also  on  all  prizes;^  kave  passed 
and  it  being  represented  that  the  other  states  in  the  •*°^^'' ^*^*' 
uQipn  have  not  passed  similar  l^ws: 

fi..Be  it  enacted,  T^at  tiie  operation  of  the  said  act 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  until  the 
governor  by  his  proclamation,  which  he  is  hereby  em* 
powered  to  issue  on  being  certified  that  the  different 
states  have  passed  similar  laws,  shall  declare  the  said 
i^:t  to  be  a^tQ  in  force. 
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CHAP.  X. 

An  act/or  restoring  to  Robert  Baint 
his  former  estate^ 

Bfltoteof      I.  BH  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  so 
^^rt  much  of  the  estate  of  Robert  Baine,  as  was  sold  bj 

juMwSi^ed  ^^^^^  of  the  act  of  assembly  entitled  **  Ah  act  concerp- 
pro^vty,  ing  escheats  and  forfeitures  from  British  subjects,"  arid 
restored  to  purchased  by  the  executive  for  the  use  x>f  this  stale,' 
'''*"  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  be  vested  iii, 

and  restored  to,  tlie  said  Robert  Bainc.  That  retri- 
bution be  made  by  the  public  to  the  said  Robert  Baine, 
in  manner  directed  by  the  said  recited  act,  for  so  mtich 
of  his  estate  as  was  sold  to  individuals.  The  auditors 
of  public  accounts  shall  setde  and  allow  the  said  Ro- 
bert Baine  so  much  money  as  shall  compensate  not  oi> 
]y  for  the  use  of  the  estate  held  by  the  public,  but  al^ 
for  any  timber  that  may  have  been  taken  from  the  latid 
of  the  said  Robert  Baine,  for  public  use,  and  to'iliaw 
on  the  treasurer  for  payment  thereof.  The  executive 
shall  cause  the  estate  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  R6b'ert 
Baine,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  act  Proiv- 
ded  always.  That  the  said  Robert  Baine  shall  take  th^ 
Oaths  of  allegiance  to  this  stale  before  he  shall  be  eih 
titled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
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CHAP.  XI* 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  tchan.R^v: 
have  been  or  may  he  injured  hi/ the  ^^"^^ 
destruction  of  the  records  of  coun-  irsl  di^f 
ty  comets. 

I.  WHEREAS  during  the  late  invasion,  the  records  Preai^blc. 
of  several  county  courts  within  this  commonwealth, 
with  other  papers  of  consequence,  were  burnt  or  other- 
^TOe  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  this  assembly  being 
willing  to  afford  all  possible  relief  to  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  said  misfortune,  whose  estates,  titles  and 
fnterests  may  be  affected  thereby:  Be  %t  therefore  enact-  ^ 

ed  by  the  General  Assemhlyy  That  tlie  conrts  of  the  Where 

counties  where  any  such  destructioq  may  have  hap-  ^^^^^*  ^^* 
|)ened,  when  any  original  deeds  with  the  endorsement  ^ecrSjs,  or 
of  the  acknowledgment  or  proof  thereof,  and  order  for  ordcrBhave 
i:ecording  the  same  attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  *^^*P  ^^' 
or  the  copies  of  any  deeds  with  the  endorsements  so  f^enemy, 
attested,,  or  of  any  wills  with  the  endorsement  of  tlie  attested  co. 
proof  and  order  for  recording  the  same  so  sittested,  or  P»?«  *o  ^*  *• 
^f  any  judgment,  decree,  or  order  of  court  in  like  man-  ^"  record- 
tier  attested,  the  original  records  of  which  deeds,  wills, 
judgments,  decrees  or  orders  are  lost,  (shall  be  produ- 
ced to  them  for  that  purpose/ shall  order  the  clerk  to 
again  record  all  such  original  deeds,  copies  of  doeds, 
or  wills  with  the  said  endorsements  respectively,  and 
all  such  copies  of  judgments,  decrees,  and  orders  of 
the  court  of  their  county;  and  the  said  clerk,  when  he  ^*^^*'  ^^"*" 
shall  .have  recorded  any  thing  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
shall  endorse  on  the  same  that  the  original  hath  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  to  which  he  shall  subscribe 
hi$  name,  and  likewise  enter  the  same  endorsement  up- 
on record  with  the  thing  recorded,  which  shall  have 
the  same  operation  and  effect  in  law,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  the  said  original  records  had  not  been 
lost. 

*  In  the  Chancellors*  Bevisal,  the  sections  of  this  act  are  difTer- 
ently  arranged  from  the  orii^ioal.  As  most  of  the  references,  in 
othtr  books,  have  been  made  to  the  Ckancellort*  RevUaly  and  not 
to  the  ori^nal  acts,  it  is  deemed  most  proper  to  preserve  the 
^^n^l^emoDt  made  in  that  coUectioii. 
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Por  perpe- 
tufttlng'tetiti' 
roony,  exe- 
cutive to  ap- 
point com- 
jwissiOners: 


II,  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  clerks  of  the 
ctcHwf**  ^^  several  courts  shall  do  and  p^form  the  services  in  this 

act  mentioned  for  the  sam^  fee  that  is  or  shall  be  al- 
lowed by  law  iq  other  cases  for  a  copy  of  ^ny.  tbiMp 
herein  before-mentioned;  and  in  like  manner  shall  take 
no  other  or  greater  fee  for  the  recording  any  deed  which 
bath  been  already  made  and  ra^orded,  or  shall  be  made 
by  occasion  only  of  the  misfortune  aforesaid,  for  tbe 
settling  the  right  or  title  of  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever to  lands  and  tenements,  slaves  or  goofis.  aa4 
chattels,  than  in  other  cas^  is  or  shall  be  aU(Mi«44iy 
law  for  a.  copy  of  any  such  deed,  any  laWi  ^ustooi  ^ 
usage  to  Che  contrary  notwithstanding. 

III.  And  for  perpetuating  the4estimony  of  witnesses 
in  relation  to  any  deed,  will,  inventory,  or  other  writ* 
ing  recorded  in  the  county  courts  where  the  original  h 
lost  and  no  attested  copy  thereof  can  be  prod«tced,  Bt 
it  farther  enacted^  That  il^shall  and  may  be  lawful  ft* 
tiie  governor,  with  uie  advice  of  council,  to  issue  one 
or  inore  commissiaos  (as  the  case  may  require)  undeR 
the  seal  of  the  commonwealth,  to  nine  able,  fmi  drs- 
cFcet  persons  dii<ected,  giving  them,  or  any  llipj^jor 
more  of  them,  full  power  sind  authority  to  ineef  ilif^piie 
convenient  place  by  them  to  be  appointed,  andTlo  td^ 
jonm  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  t(k 
summon,  hear  and  examine  all  witnesses  at  the  instanei 

depositions^  of  any  person  whatsoever  touching  the  premises;  and 
and  where'  to  take  their  depositions  in  writing,  and  to  return  the 
same,  with  such  commission  or  con^missions,,  to  the  ex-. 
ecutive,  which  depositions  shall  be  by  them-laid'be^Hra 
the  general  assembly  at  the  next  session,  to  the  eii4 
they  may  he  enabled  to  give  sqch  effectual  relief  to  tfae* 
sufferers  by  the  lo«"  )f  the  said  records,  as  to  tbena  afaatt 
seem  most  just  and  reasonable.  And  the  said  coniiais- 
sioners  shall  hav^  power  to.  appoint  some  fit  person 
skilled  in  clerkship  to  attend  theni  for  keeping  a  jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  and  drawing  the  depositions 
afore^said,  which  person  shall  be  pstid. for  his  services 
by  each  county  respectively. 


to  return 
them. 


Power  to  ap 
point  a 
clerk. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Jtn  act  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the  [chan.RcV. 

superior  courts^   ana  to   alter  the  ^* 
.  tm^s  of  holding  the  same.  Jr  *"^*'^' 

i.  WHEREAS  by  an  act  passed  the  last  session  of     PreambJe. 
dtfenblyy  the  county,  as  well  as  otiier  courts,  were  sus- 
pcwltd  under,  certain  exceptions;  and  such  suspension 
being  new  unnecessary  and  improper:  Bt  it  therefore 
tnacted^  That  the  ,^id  courts  shall  hear  and  determine    Suspension 
a^  mUer^  cause  or  thing,  in  like  manner  as  they  ^^^'V^'*®- 
caoU  or  might  have  done  before  the  passing  of  the  said  ™°^^  * 
act.    That  the  sessions  of  the  general  court  shall  here-  "    xerms  of 
after  begin  on  the  first,  day  of  Apr  I  «aid  October  in  courtof  ap- 
evcry  year,  if  not  Sunday,  and  thi^^  on  the  Monday  peaK  Wgh 
thereafter.    Thai  a  courx  of  appea«  ^all  hereafter  be  ^anc^ry,  a 
kokfen  on  the  twenty-ninth,  or  when'Cttat  shall  happen  general 
to-be  Stinday^  ontbe  thirtieth  day  of  AprH  and  Octo-  court  alter- 
ber»i»tvery'year.    That  the  iwo  sessions  of  the  court  *^^' 
of.  dttuficefy  shall  hereafter  begin  on  the  fifth  day  of 
May  and  November  in  every  year,  if  not  Sunday,  and 
tbm  oo.  thie  Monday  folio  wing. 

II.  Provided  ahoays,  and  be  it  farther  enacted^  Tliat  Court  of  ap. 
iht  court  of  appeals  shall  have  power  to  hold  their  J^^^jJ'  ^^J 
catmanyqamber  of  days  exceeding  the  ternj.«ow*fix-  iheiricrmj 
ed  by  law^  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  go  through  and  then  the 
thetosmesfr  depending  before  them,  in  which  Case  the  chancery 
cottFt  of  chancery  shall  stand  adjourned  to,  and  com-  mence'ihe"" 
meDce.on,  the  day  next  succeeding  ^risibg  of  the  dayatter. 
iaidxQiirty  if  not  Sunday,  and  then  t«.>day  Ifbllowing, 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

\^u\ "''■  "^^^  <ictjbf  aalling in axid funding  ihn 
''^  See  Oct  paper  money  of  this  slate. 

1782,  c»  13.  ■ 

I.  BE  it  enacted ^y  the  Generals  Assembhf,    Tbat 
Paper  mo.  froin  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Ibe  paper  mo- 
c^^tenden"^*  ney  heretofore  issued  by  this  state  shall  cease  to  be  a 
excep"  for     teiider  in  payment  of  any  debt  orcontracc  whatsoever^ 
tixes.  except  in  payment  of  taites  due  to  the  several  coilec^ 

tors  thereof  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  bundred 
and  eighty-one;  and  that  on  or  before  the  &M  day  tif 
^  ^a^  ^'  O^^^^^*"'  •"  ^^^  y^°**  ^^  thousand  seven  hnndred  zjgd 
treasurer,  &  eighly-two,  the  proprietors  or  holders  of  the  said  paa 
<kstroyed.     per  money  shall  deliver  or  cause  the  same  to  be  ddk 
vered  to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  at  his  office^ 
where  the  said  paper  money  so  received  shall  be  ie* 
'  stroyed  and  not  re-issued;  and  if  any  proprietor  or 

ed^^forfbuTd  ''<^'^^*'  of  the  said  paper  money  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer,  at  bis  cAtte,   as 
aforesaid,  such  proprietor  or  holder  shall  fiMfl||Jus, 
her,  or  their  interest  in  the  same,  and  the  ^Sf,pKper 
tnon'ey  so  withheld  or  neglected  to  be  delivered,  shaH 
not.  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  Ociobei^  intbe 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightj^twOi  be 
redeemable. 
Loan  office      ^''  ^"^  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the.  just  value 
certiiieates,  of  the  public  debt  in  specie,  arising  front  the  emissions 
fbr  paper     of  the  paper  money  aforesaid,  should  be  ascertained, 
turned, '^To     ^"^  ^^^^  equitable  compensation  should  be  made  to  the 
be  deiirered  proprietors  or  holders  of  the  said  money,  Be  U  further 
by  treasurer,  enacted  6y  the  authority  afortiaid,  Tbat  tbt^ treasurer 
onp  for*a^***^^^''  the  time  being,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  paper  mo- 
thousand,      oey  s^s  aforesaid,  shall  deliver  to  the  proprietors  or 
holders  thereof,  a  loan-office  certificate,  of  the  vakie  of 
the  said  paper  money  received  from  such  proprietors 
or  holders,  in  specie,  at  the  rate  or  difierence  of  one 
When  re-  ^'^^"^^i"^  ^^"'  ^"^  *'"  specie,  to  be  entered  with  the  au* 
deeraable.     ditors  of  public  accounts,  which  said  certificates  shall 
be  redeemable,  and  patd  io  specie,  by  the  treasurer  far 
the  time  being,  that  is  to  say,  The  principal  for  which 
such  certificate  shall  be  granted,  on  or  1^f£kt  the  first 
able'^l^nnuai-  ^^^  of  Dcccmbcr,  in  the  year  one  thoossM  seven  huD- 
]y.  dred  and  ninety,  and  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
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..  centum^  as  the  same  sh^l  become  due  thereoo,  annu- 
*'4iliy,  from  the  date  of  the  said  Certificates;  ;and  for  the 
punctual  payment  of  the  interest  afgyresaid,  as  the  same 
ilMtU  b^olffetliie,  the  t|reasurer  for  the  time  beid^,  shall 
aDnuaHy  gel  apart  so  much  of  th^  revenue  arising  from 
taxes  upon  lands,  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  as  shall . 
be^^itffici^Qt  to  discharge  the  sai^e,  which  money  so 
seCtapart  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of'.lbe  i^rest  aforesaid,  and  to  no  other  use  or  pur* 
posewbftteeever. 

lihjSnd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  treasurer 
for  tke^time  being,  shall  preserve  a  check  or  counter*-     PAymemi, 
^rt  to  dl  certificates  granted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  ^terJote 
wmA  sbdli  compare  the  same  upon  any  demand  for  pay-  endoneiL 
BMitt'Ofiiiterest  or  prineipal^  thereof,  before  the  same 
rinJi  be  paid;  and  when  any  payment  shall  be  made 
Igrv^irtue  of  this  actj  the  treasurer  shall  specify  the  same 
m^is  ftand  writing,  together  with  the  dsite  thereof,  up- 
on the  l>afdc  of  the  said  certificate;  and  where  any  of  xranafcn*. 
tlie'.safd  certificates  shall  be  transferred  by  the  propri-  ble  by  as* 
elor  iJMreof^  the  same  shall  be  done  by  assignment  in  sigmnent  ' 
wtifig^n  the  back  thereof,  declaring  the  day  when,  ^'^^' 
Md4|5b  person  to  whom,  the  same  shall  have  been  as- 
sijgwd;  and  where  any  certificate  shall  be  transferred 
cotKrary  to  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
cpiumbnwealtfa,  and  be.  cancelled  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  presented  to  the  treasurer  for  payment  there-  , 

.  ok  -Promded  nevertheless^  That  any  person  possessed 
of,  or  holding  any  money  emitted  by  congress,  or  by  u^y  *^celr^r 
this  sttfte,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  ble  forUad* 
purchase  of  warrants  for  unappropriated  lands,  at  the  taxes. 
pA06  now  estabtisbed  by  law,  at  any.  time  befbre  the 
said  first  day  of  October  next. 

lY.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore^     Bepeal««r 
f  Old,  That  so  mueh  of  all  and  every  other  act  or  acts  former  l«w«; 
proTidiog'  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  emit- 
ted by  this  commonwealth,  as  is  within  the  purview  of 
tbit^ct,  be^  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 


:  ;  t  f     - 
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GHAP.  XIV. 

An  act  to  empower  the  justices  pj 
James  City  county  to  hold  their 
courts  at  any  other  place  within  the 
same  than  William^hurgy  during 
the  continimnce  of  the  sfnatl-pox 
there. 

Justices  oT     I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^ .  That  ibe 
James  City  jastices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  James  City  sk^lf 
hoM*tbel?^  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  hold  their  sessions 
G^s  i^y     ait  such  place  in  the  said  county  as  they  may  think  pro- 
where  in  the  per,  SO  long  as  the  small-pox,  or  the  infecUon  of  jtbat 
coan^,  dufb  jigorder,  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  shall  in4^e  it 
i^SLice  oT'  prudent  so  to  do  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  justjices*  . 
fStke  tmaU- 
pox  in  Wil- 
liamsburg. 

CHAP-  XV. 

An  act  to  empower  the  eacecutide  to 
Jit  out  a  certain  naval Jorce. 

EiceutiTe     I.  WHEREAS  many  great  bat  fiukiess  expeaaes 

to  it^a     h^v^  "^^^  incurred  by  calling  out  the  militiar  t0  <ip- 

ii«.Tall6rce»  pose  the  incursions  ^and  depredations  of  the  enemy, 

^our  gal-   gin^  ihe  ose  of  gallies  for  that  purpose  hai  been  Wd 

aside,  and  the  commerce  of  this  conMMiiwevMl'  |ps 

been  greatly  distressed  and  iu  coasts  ravaged  by.trl^ 

ry  small  and  contemptible  ni^val  force  of  Ibe  mems^ 

For  remedy  whereof, 

U.  Be%t  tnactedj  That  the  goveraor,  with  tbeiri- 
vice  of  the  council,  be,  and  he  is  henby  empoweted 
and  directed  forthwith  to  cause  to  be  prMmdfeW 


•quipped,  officered  and  manned,  toatmA  gaUbi  ts 
they  may  ikij^  most  likely  to  answer  m^  abowfV- 
poses. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 
An  act  for  establishing  a  new  Jerry.  ^iS!^* 

I.  BE  it  enacted  hy  the  Qenerd  Assembly^  That  a    pewyftam 
public  ferry  be  constantly  kept  at  the  following  place,  Blac^  to 
and  tl^  rates  for  passing  the  same  shall  be  as  follows,  Rockett*! eik 
that  is  to  say,  From  the  land  of  William  Black,  in  the  **^K«*^«d. 
county  of  Chesterfield,  across  James  river  to  the  pub- 
lic landing  at  Rockett's,  in  the  county  of  HenricOi  the 
pri^  for  a  man,  four  pence,  and  for  a  horse  the  same. 
And  for  the  transportation  of  wheeKcarriages,  tobacco, 
tattle  and  other  beasts,  at  the  place  aforesaid,  the  fer- 
rv^keeper  may  demand  and.  take  the  following  rates, 
that  is  to  say,    For  every  coach,  chariot  or  waggon,  Bates, 
and  the  driver  thereof,  the  same  as  for  six  horses;  for 
every  cart  or  foor^wheel  chaise,  and  the  driver  thereof, 
the  same  as  for  four  horses;  for  every  two-wheel  chaise 
or  chair,  the  same  as  for  two  horses;  for  every  hogs- 
bead  of  tobacco  as  for  one  horse;  for  every  head  of 
neat  cattle  as  for  one  horse;  for  every  sheep,  goat  or 
lamb,  one  fifth  part  of  the  ferriage  for  one  horse;  and 
for  every  hog,  one  fourth  part  of  the  ferriage  for  one 
horse,  and  no  more.    If  the  ferry-keeper  shall  presume       ^     - 
to  demand  or  receive  from  any  person  or  persons  what*  excecdSig^' 
soever,  any  greater  rates  than  is  hereby  allowed  for  the  legil  rates, 
carriage  or  ferriage  of  any  thing,  he  shall,  for  every 
soch  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  party  grieved,  the 
ferriages  demanded  or  received,*  and  ten  shillings;  to 
be  Tfcovered  with  costs  before  a  justice  of  peace  of  the 
•oonty  where  such  eflence  shall  be  committed. 

iL  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  from  and  after  Lynch's  fer- 
tiie  first  day  of  August  next,  the  ferry  heretofore  kept  ^f^^^f^^, 
from  A«  lands  of  John  Lynch,  in  Bedford  county,  a-  Siw  esta^**' 
«r0si  the  Fluvanna  to  the  opposite  shore  in  Amherst,  bliihed.-See 
tlMltbe  ditcoBtioned;  and  that  instead  thereof,  a  ferry  ^I.^^^ 
shall  be  kept  from  the  land3  of  the  same  John  Lynch,  ^' 
lately  t»im:nased  of  Edmund  Winston,  esquire,  across 
the  said  river  to  'the  opposite  shore  in  Amherst,  for 
I  tanfMrtation,  over  wbioh  the  same  rates  of  ferriages 
shril  be  deoiaodable  ui  specie  as  were  before  the  year 
^MatfKrosaadl  seven  hundred  and  seH^enty-seveoi  and  * 
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th«  courts  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  the  keepers 
be  subject  to  the  same  (lenalties  at  the  new  ferry, '  as 
they  bad  or  were  subject  to,  at  the  present  one,  before 
the  said  term. 


,  CHAP.  XVII. 

An  act  giving  powers  to  the  governor ^ 
laith  the  advice  of  council^  to  ap' 
point  a  special  court  Jor  the  trial  of 
certain  offenders. 

Preamble^      I.  WHEREAS  so  much  pf  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  giving  certain  powers  to  the  governor  and  coqn- 
cil,  and  for  punishing  those  who  shall  oppose  the  exe« 
cution  of  laws,"  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  espe- 
cial court  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  trial  of  certain 
offenders,  hath  already  had  its  operation:  And  where- 
as many  persons  are  already  apprehended  in  dlfierent 
parts  of  the  country,  who  are  suspected  of  being  un- 
friendly to  thb  commonwealth,  and  who  must  contin- 
ue in  close  confinement  until  April  next,  unless  reliev- 
ed by  some  more  speedy  mode  of  trial:   in  rpmedy 
whereof, 
GoTcmor  &      II.  Be  U  enacted  by  the  General  Assemblif^  That  the 
^iT^'^lli  ****    governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  may  appoint  some 
conSS^te"    ^^^^^  persons  learned  in  the  law,  either  of  the  judges 
■|ifcialc4Httt  of  this  commonwealth  or  of  others,  by  commission  of 
with  powers  pyer  and  terminer  to  hold  courts  at  such  time  and  place 
coSr^Sr     ^*  ''^*"  ^®  therein  defined,  which  said  court  shall  have 
trial  of  crim.  fuH  power  to  hear  and  determine  all  criminal  matters 
inUmatton.  which  the  general  court  might  have  heard  and.deter- 
mihed.-   The  said  court  shall  be  attended  either  by  the 
clerk  or  sheriff  of  the  general  court,  or  by  the  clerk  or 
shi^riff  of  the  county  wherein  it  shall  be  held,  either  of 
ilfhich  sheriffs  shall  summon  ^rand  and  petit  juries  firom 
the  adjoining  counties,  vbere  the  case  may  require  it. 
S3L& '^  Pf  oinderf,  That  the  said  court  may,  by  order,  direct  a 
venire  to  be  summoned  either  of  the  bye-standers  or  of 
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others,  where  the  circumstaDces  of  the  case  may  pre- 
vent the  getting  a  jury  from  the  vicinage.  The  said 
court  shall  be  attended  by  the  attorney-general,  or  in 
his  absence  by  any  attorney  for  the  commonwealth. ' 
And  if  the  clerk  of  the  county  shall  attend  the  said 
court,  he  shall  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  general  court 
9  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  such  court,  to  be  by 
him  carefully  preserved  among  the  records  of  his  of- 
iice.  All  persons  owing  suit  or  service  to  the  said  court . 
so  to  be  erected,  shall  be  subject  to,  and  pay  the  same 
fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  for  any  neglect  of  duty, 
as  the  like  persons  bound  to  render  suit  or  service  to 
the  general  court  are  liable  to;  the  said  court  thus  con- 
stituted, shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
as  to  them  shall  seem  good,  or  as  the  public  exigencies 
piay  require. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  military  pen- 
sioners. 

I.  WHEREAS  by  the  act  of  general  assembly  for 
establishing  a  board  of  auditors,  the  said  board  was  537,'^ 
.authorised  to  allow  pen$ions  and  sums  in  gross  to  a 

certain  extent  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  or 
navy  raised  by  act  of  g;eneral  assembly  and  disabled 
in  the  service,  and  to  the  widows  of  those  slain  or  dy- 
ing therein;  which  allowances  having  been  made  ini 
paper  currency,  have,  by  the  depreciation  of  that,  be- 
come inadequate  to  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  said 
act: 

II.  Be  il  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,        Pentions 
That  all  such  jillowances  made,  or  to  be  made,  shall  payable  in 
be  payable  in  specie,  the  auditors  taking  care  that  they  ipecic. 

be  properly  reduced  where,  in  consideration  of  such 
deprecialioq,  they  shall  have  been  made  larger  than 
they  should  he  when  ip  be  paid  in  specie,     ^^.  ,^^, .  • 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

[chtn.  Rcr.  Au  uct  to  cutjust  atid  regulate  the  pay 

^'  and  accounts  ojf*  the  officers  cmdsot^ 

i78ofc*S^     diers  of  the  f^rginia  line  on  conti^ 

and  u'otcs. '       ncntal  establishment^  and  also  of  the 

officers^  soldiers^  sailors^  and  ntcu 

rines^  in  the  service  of  this  state^ 

and  for  other  purposes.  , 

Preanble.     I.  WHEREAS  from  the  depreciatioii  of  paper  mo*^ 
neyand  other  concurring  circumstances)  uie  pay*  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  con^ 
nental  establishment  hath  been  altogether  inadeqiiats 
to  their  services:   To  the  end,  therefore^  that  justice 
may  be  done  and  redress  afforded  as  far  as  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  state  will  admit,  BbH  tncteUd  hf 
timr^'pay  ^**  ^*^  ^^^^  ./fotcmiZy,  That  the  whole  pay  and  sub* 
shall  be        sistcAce  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line 
equal  to  spe-  in  continental  service  shall  be  made  equal  to  specie  ftoai 
^'^'  the  first  day  of  January,  one  tbousaiid  seven  kumked 

Audtors  to  ^^  «evcnty-sevett;  that  the  auditors  of  public  aceovais 
adjust  ac-  ^^  ^^^^^  ^"^  adjust  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  sud 
counts  ac-  officers  and  soldiers  from  the  said  first  day  oCJanuaf]!^ 
cording  to  q^^  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy^seveti,  to  tbe 
pred^Uont  '^^^  ^^V  ^  December,  ^ne  thousand  seveu  hundivd  aad* 
and  give  '  eighty-one.  And  the  said  auditors  are  hereby  «aCbo<» 
printed  cer*  n^  and  directed  to  estimate  in  specie  all  sums  ofpsn^ 
abuT^tfln*  tii^cntal  and  state  money  received  by  the  eaid  ofikeet 
terest.  and  soldiers  on  account  of  their  pay  within  the  period 

aforesaid,  agreeable  to  the  dates  of  their  rec«ptsfd» 
spectively,  and  according. to  a  scale  of  depreciatidii 
hereafter  mentioned  and  contained.  And  printed  cef» 
tificates  (payable  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Januatyt* 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  with  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  aanofllij  ex^ 
pressing  the  sum  in  specie,  shalli  by  the  said  autUton^ 
be  individually  given  to  the  said  Queers  and  sel3ii»r»** 
for  the  respective  balances  that  may  appear  to  be  due 
ctJj  and  sS-  ^^^^  ^y  ^^^  pwWic.  And  the  said  smditort  shaH,  ill^^ 
diers  dAd.  ^^^^  manner,  settle  and  adjust  the  accounta  of  dlioA^ 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  line  who  have  ftUeft  or 
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diied  IB  the  service  during  the  safd  period;  and  their 
lawful  representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  such  certifi- 
cates, and  all  other  benefits  and  advantages  hereby 
graated  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  line. 

II.  And  whereas  a  number  of  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  are  now  ou^  of  the  service  by  the  resignation  of  ^ 
the  officers  and.  expiration  of  the  terms  of  the  soldiers, 
received  no  pay  for  some  space  of  time  before  their 
leaving  U>e  service,  by  which  the  public  is  considera-       ^      '  ^ 
bly  in  arrears  to  them:    Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  ^^  sendee, 
the  said  auditors  shall  in  like  manner  settle  the  ac-  for  the  time 
counts  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  to  the  time  of  ^^T  served, 
their  leaving  the  service,  and  grant  them  certificates 
for  the  sums  that  may  be  found  due  them  in  manner 
2»  hctrein  hefore  directed  for  the  officers  and  private 
meo  now  in  the  line.    And  the  said  auditors  shall,  af-    Auditors  to 
tec  havings  adjusted  and  settled  the  accounts  aforesaid,  return  a  lUc 
return  an  exact  list  to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  cltw^o^a^ 
of  the  sums  due  and  certificates  granted  therefor,  of  surer, 
which  a  correct  account  shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer  v 

for  jiis  government  at  the  time  the  said  certificates  shaN 
be  redeemable.  And  in  the  mean  time,  for  the  imme- 
diate relief  of  the  officers  of  the  line  aforesaid,  the  au-  Advance  to 
4Mors  of  public  accounts  are  hereby  directed  to  issue  officers. 
ifDwediately  after  the  passing  this  act,  to  all  such  of 
the  said  cheers  who  shall  have  been  in  the  said  line 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  huq- 
dred  and  seventy-seven,  and  still  belong  thereto,  like 
certificates  for  the  amount  of  two  years  pay  in  specie, 
agreeable  to  the  allowances  made  by  a  resolution  of 
congress  of  the  twelfth  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
aeveo  bondredand  eighty,  payable  as  aforesaid,  with 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum;  and 
tp  all  such  of  the  said  officers  who  shall  have  come  in- 
to the  service  since  that  period,  similar  certificates  for 
the  amount  of  one  year's  pay,  provided  they  shall  have 
been  in  service  one  year. 

IIL  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  ifages  of  the    Fuuire  pay 
sand  officers  and  soldiers  shall,  in  future,  be  regularly  in  specie, 
paid  in  specie,  or  the  value  thereof,  once  in  every  quar- 
ter <tf  a  year  at  least. 

IV.   And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said  audi-     officers  to 
tors  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  call  on  all  itccount  for 
oflicers  of  the  said  line  who  have  drawn,  from  the  con-  ^"^*^ 
tteeat  or  state,  monies  for  public  purposes  and  have 
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iiot  accounted  for  the  same,  to  settle  their  Accotnitt 
t)iereon«  according  to  the  table  of  depreciation  by  this 
act  established;  and  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  audi- 
In  Whatman-  '^*'^  aforesaid,  t||at  from  captivity  or  other  circumstttch 
Her;  ces,  officers  have  suflicient  reasons  for  not  having  had 

,  ilieir  accounts  settled  in  due  time,  or  vt4iere  if  shall  be 
manifested  that  there  has  been  no  misappiicatioa   of 
the  said  monies  on  the  part  of  the  said  officers^  that  in 
such  cases  no  depreciation  shall  bejcharged  thereoo; 
and  that  where  it  shall  be  made  appear  that  officers 
have  advanced  of  their  own  monies  for  the  public  seri 
vice,  they  shall  be  allowed  the  full  depreciation^ tbere* 
Am(1  for  on.  And  all  ofiicers  who  have  received  cloathing from 
c.oaihuig.     ^^^^  gj^^^  ^^  stater*  prices,  arfc  to  account  for  the  same. 
Ceitificaies      V.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  tlic  sales  of  all 
tv»  be  recciv.  forfeited  and  escheated  estates  which  shall  hereafter  be 
J:^^j?"^^*^  ^^  sold,  shall  be  Aiade  in  specie  or  tobaccO|  at  a  price  to 
tales.        *'  be  fixed  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  and  the 
persons  employed  in  selling  the  same  are  hereby  au- 
thorised and  directed  to*  receive  the  certilh:ate8  to  be 
given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  by 
virtue  of'  this  act,  as  equal  to  specie;  and  in  all  cases 
wli^e  monies  are  payable  to  the  public  for  the  sales  of 
forfeited  estates,   the  said  certificates  are  to  be  consi* 
dered  as  a  lawful  tender  for  the  like  sums  of  gold  and 
silver. 

VI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted j  That  in  case  any  of 
If  sales  paid  the  above.-mentioned  forfeited  estates  shall  be  sold  wid 
that'to'jre  *^  paid  for  in  specie,  the  persons  receiving  the  same  shall 
reserved  for  P^y  the  said  money  to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being, 
redeeming    which  he  is  hereby  directed  to  reserve  for  redeeming 
certificates,    jj^^  certificates  aforesaid  which  shall  remain  oiipald,  iif 
such  manner  as  the  general  assembly  shall  o#der  and 
direct:  And  the  certificates  for  the  sales  of  the  said  foi*- 
feited  estates,  and  io  other  cases  where  the  same  fnay 
have  been  paid  to  the  public  in  lieu  of  specie,  shatt  be^ 
by  the  persons  so  receiving  them,  delivered  to  the  trea- 
surer aforesaid,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  keep  them 
to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed  hi  such .  maimer  as  the 
general  assembly  shall  order  and  direct* 
Scale  of  de^     VIL  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  foHowiBg 
prcciatioo. .  scale  of  depreciation  shall  be  the  rule  by  wiirch  the 
said  auditors  shall  be  governed  in  thesettlenieiit  afor^ 
said,  to  wit: 
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Jn  the  year  one  ihotuand  seven  hundred  and  seventf- 
seven. 
January  one  and  a  half,  FebruaiFy  one  and  a  half,  ^  ^777* 
March  two,  April  two  and  a  half,  May4wo  and  a  half, 
June  two  and  a. half,  July  three,  August  three,.  Sep- 
tember three,  Octoj^er  three,  November  three,  Decem- 
ber four, 
Jbi  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevetiiy- 
eight. 
Janc^ary  four,  February  five,  March  five,  April  five^  la  l'^** 
May  five^  June  five,  July  five,  August  five,  September 
five,  October  five,  November  six,  December  six. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy* 
nine. 
Jannary  eight,  February  ten,  March  ten,  April  six-  ^  1^79. 
teen.  May  twenty,  June  twenty,  July  twenty-one,  Au- 
gust twenty-two,  September  twenty-four,  October  twen- 
eight,  November  thirty-six,  December  forty. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

January  forty-two,  February  forty-five,  March  fifty,  In  1780. 
April  sixty,  May  sixty,  June  sixty-five,  July  ^ixty-five,' 
August  seveoiy,  September  seventy-two,  October  se- 
tenty-thrce,  November  seventy-four,  December  seven- 
ty-five. 

In  the  year  one  thotuand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one* 

January  seventy-five,  February  eighty,  March  nine-  In  1781. 
Qr,  April  one  hundred.  May  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
June  two  hundred  and  fifty,  July  four  hundred,  Au- 
gust five  hundred,  September  six  hundred,  October 
seven  hundred,  November  eight  hundred,^  December 
one  thousand. 

.Vlll.  And  wberesis  a  considerable  part  of  the  tract  Furthcrtrtct 
uf  country  allotted  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  by  an  of  territory 
act  of  assembly  entitled,  "  An  act  for  establishing  a  ^?^^^  '**' 
land-office^  and  ascertaining  the  terms  and  manner  ^^andt^dlen 
granting  waste  and  unappropriated  lands,"  hath,  upon  inlieuofthaf 
the  ex  tension. of  the  boundary  line  between  this  state  f<^len  into 
and  North-Carolina,  fallen  into  that  state,  and  the  in-  ^-  CtroUna. 
tentions  of  the  said  act  are  so  far  frustrated:  Be  it  there* 
fore  enaetedf  That  all  that  tract  of  land  included  with- 
in the  rivers  Mississippi,  Ohio  and  Tenissee,  and  the 
Carolina  boundary  line,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by substituted  in  lieu  of  such  lands  so  fallen  into  the 
Voi.  X.  I  3 
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said  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  be  in  (he  game  maaner 

subject  to  be  claimed  by  the  said  officers  and  soldiers. 

IX*  And  be  ii  farther  enaciedj  That  the  govemcnr, 

wK.«.«^  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  shall,  as  soon  asthecir* 
When  and  ^    >*.  .         ••■»•-  «  ^ 

how  their    cumstences  of  affairs  will  admit,  appoint  surveyors,  to 

lands  ma^  be  be  nominated,  examined  and  commissioned  in  the  usnah 

furveyed.      ^i  form,  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  and  apportioning 

the  said  lands  and  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  Ae 

s|i!d  purpose  to  the  ^aid  officers  and  soldiers  agreeable 

to  their  ranks  respectively,  in  such  manner  and  in  sach 

Proportions  as  are  allowed  by  act  of  assembly  as- a 
ounty  for  military  services:  And  it  shaH  be  lavfful  for 
the  said  officers  to  depute  and  appoint  as  many  of  their 
number  as  they  may  think  proper  to  superintend  the 
lajFiQg  off  the  said  lands,  who  shall  have  power  to 
choose  the  best  of  the  same,  thus  to  be  allotted,  aiMl 
point  the  same  out  to  the  said  surveyors,  who  shall  pro- 
ceed to  survey  the  same  in  the  proportion  as  they  shall 
be  directed  by  the  said  superintendants,  and  shall  in 
the  same  manner  be  subject  to  their  orders  throngboot 
.the  survey,  which  said  survevs  shall  be  at  the  expence 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers:  And  after  such  survey,  the 
portions  of  each  rank  shall  be  numbered,  and  the  said 
officers  and  soldiers  shall,  according  to  their  ranks  re* 
spectively,  proceed  to  draw  lots  for  the  numbers,  whicji 
they  shall  have  power  to  locate  as  soon  as  they  shall 
think  proper;  which  said  lands  shall  be  free  frotoi  tax- 
ation during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war.  Pro^ 
mdtd  nevertheless^  That  if  at  any  time  after  the  said 
location  and  allotment  shall  have  taken  place,  any  oA 
ficer  shall  resign,  or  bv  his  misconduct  forfeit  bis  com- 
mission, the  lot  by  him  so  located  shall  revert  to  the 
state:  Jind  provided  dso.  That  nothing  contiuiied  io 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  debar  the  officars  of  the 
artillery  and  cavalry,  citiiens  of  this  state  who  received 
their  appointments  originally  in  the  same,  and  havt  by 
a  regular  line  of  succession  been,  or  shall  be,  pro»D- 
ted  to  a  corps  raised  in  another  state,  from  any  o(^ 
benefiu  hereby  granted,  or  intended  to  be  granted,' to 
the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line. 
Ketura  tobe .    X.  And  whereas  by  the  reduction  of  the  ballaliQiis 
BM^eoi'state  and  corps  in  the  state  service,  a  considerable  iMnriwr 
SJcbmcritf.  <>f  officers  have  become  supernumerary;  B0  it  €lut€t$d^ 
*  That  a  return  of  alt  the  state  officen  shall  be  «ide  to 
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the  neipt  assembly^  whemn  the  corpS)  the  rank  of  each 
officer,  the  date  of  bis  commission,  the  number  of  men 
at  first  raised  in  each  corps^  number  of  men  when  re- 
duced and '  time  when  reduced,  shall  be  particularly 
q>ecified  by  the  executive;  and  the  executive  are  here- 
by empowered  and  required  to  set  on  foot  proper  en^ 
qairies  to  discriminate  such  officers  as  by  unworthy 
conduct,  or  by  any  means  whatever,  be  thought  unfit 
to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  half  pay. 

XL  jjnd beii  enacted^  That  the  whole  pay  and  sub-  Their  pay  & 
sistence  of  the  state  troops  be  made  good  from  the  first  J^^b^^^^ 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se-  eqiuitocon- 
venty-seveq,  according  to  their,  times  of  service;  and  tiaentaU. 
that  the  auditors  of  public  accounts  shall  immediately 
liquidate  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  state  battalions  and  corps,  on  the  same 
principles  and  agreeable  to  the  same  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion as  is  above  directed  in  the  case  of  the  continental 
officers,  and  give  certificates  equal  to  specie  individu- 
ally for  the  respective,  balances:  And  that  the  state  of- 
ficers who  now  are  in  actual  service  shall  have  the  same 
advances  of  pay,  and  in  the  same  manner,  for  their 
jfNresent  relief,  as  the  officers  in  continental  service.     ^ 

XIL  And  be  it  tAacted^  That  the  bounties  of  land     Alto  their 
given  to  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  in  continental  bounty  in 
aervice^  and  the  regulations  for  the  surveying  and  ap-  iJSviy^ts 
|Ciro)iriating  the  sfime,  shall  be  extended  to  the  state  of-  the  re^Un. 
f^ers. 

XUI*  And  be  it  a^o  enaciedy  That  the  same  indul-   Caralij  the 
geDcies   ijind  advantages  given    to    the  state   infan-  ^^  ^  iSJ!* 

S^ball  be,  and  are  hereby*  given  to  the  officers  and  ^try. 
dier^  pf  the  statie  cavalry,  and  on  the  same  terms. 

XIV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  oflkers  ^^^^^ 
andieai^en  of  the  navy  of  this  state,  as  they  stand  ar-  the  navy 
ranged  by  a  Uite  regulation,  $hall  be  entitled  to  the  sameasUnd 
tatne  adf  ^ntages  as  the  officers  belonging  to  this  state  service. 

in  the  land  service,  agreeable  to  their  respective  rantuu 

XV.  Md  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  tobacco  cdv^ar'** 
imsing  from  the  sale  of  confiscated  estates  shall  be  ap-  confisMted 
propriated  to  the  redemption  and  payn^ent  of  the  said  ^^j^^^^^ 
Kertifiaitef,  and  to  no  other  intent  or  purpose  whatso-  JJoneyto^ 
fnf^t;  and  die  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  and  required  deem  eerti/ 
^tadiesp^y  and  effectual  measures  for  the  sale  if  ^^tc*. 

alt  «aeb  tobacc<|  for  specie  or  the  said  certificates,  and 
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shall  appropriate  aU  the  specie  arising  from  such  sales 
to  the  payment  and  redemption  of  sach  certificates  as 
shall  remain  unpaid,  and  to  no  other  purpose  wbai^ 
soever. 


CHAP.  XX. 

An  act  Jar  adjusting  claims  for  'ptro^ 
perty  impressed  or  taken  jor  pub- 
lic service. 

Preamble.     !•  WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  this  pre* 
sent  general  assembly,  that  sundry  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  counties  throughout  this  commonwealth, 
have  laboured  under  many  hardships  and  inconveoi^ 
encies  from  the  mode  which  has  lately  been  pursued  in 
impressing  their  property;  insomuch  that  the  auditors 
of  public  accounts  have  in  divers  instances  refiised  tn 
grant  warrants  upon  certificates  given  for  such  impress- 
ment.   And  whereas  many  have  procured  valuatioos 
on  oath  to  fix  demands  against  the  public  for  horses 
and  other  property  taken 'or  impressed  for  public  ser- 
vice, at  rates  far  beyond  the  real  value.     For  remedy 
whereof,  and  for  relief  of  all  persons  concerned, 
C^nty     'I-  B^  *^  enacted^  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
courtsto  re-of  this  act,  the  several  county  courts  throughout  this 
c^ve  claims  commonwealth  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive  all 
l^p^^^^^^  claims  iaigainst  the  public  on  account  of  impressmeBts 
for  the  pub.  made  by  any  person  for  horses,  provision  and  aU  other 
licsemce.    necessaries,  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service;  the 
said  courts  shall  ascertain  the  value  of  all  impressed 
articles  in  specie,  as  it  shall  actually  appear  in  proof 
to  them,  independent  of  any  preceding  valuation,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  next  session  of  a^senblyi  io 
order  that  proper,  measures  may  be  adopted- for  {m^ 
ing  ofi"  the  several  claimants  according  to  justice,  dmk 
4inguishing  articles  applied  to  .continental  purposes, 
from  those  applied  to  the  use  of  the  states 
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III.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  tio  claim  for  horses  or 

Mher  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  service,  property  im- 

shall  be  paid  until  the  same  hath  been  presented  and  prenedtobe 

allowed  by  such  court  as  aforesaid,  and  reported  to  flowed,  un- 

the  n^t  or  the  succe^dinir  general  assembly.    And  the  Jl)  P*"*^  *7 
.  .  ^  .  ^,      L^ii  /•  •  •   ^    /.the  court,  & 

said  courts  respectively  shall  cause  a  fair  transcript  of  cetiiAed  to 

their  proceedings  in  the  business  aforesaid  to  be  laid  the  g^oertl 
before  the  succeeding  assembly,  specifying  the  ages,  ^••c'ohly. 
siies,  and  other  general  designations  of  the  horses,  and 
also  general  descriptions  of  the  other  species  of  pro- 
perty so  impressed  or  t^ken,  in  order  that  all  possible 
information  be  obtained  and  laid  before  the  general  as- 
sembly,  to  enable  them  to  render  justice  to  individuals 
and  save  the  public  from  unjust  demands  and  imposi- 
tions; and  may  make  such  allowance  to  their  clerk  for 
his  .extraordinary  services  herein,  to  be  levied  in  their  - 
inext  county  levy,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

IV.  Provided,  That  all  certificates  for  provisions,    Exception, 
upon  which  a  price  in  specie  has  been  affixed  by  the  ccrtiin  pro- 
governor  and  council,  agreeable  to  an  act  enti|;}ed,  fiJJ^fj^*^**^' 
'"  An  act  to  empower  the  governor  and  council  to  fix 

the  value  of  provisions  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  ar- 
my," and  which  have  been  paid  to  the  collectors  in  dis- 
charge of  taxes,  may  be  audited  and  paid  into'the  trea- 
sury, any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 


CHAP.  xxr. 

An  act  to  vest  certain  lands  whereof 
'    Burgess  Ball  is  seised  as  tenant  for 
life:^  in  trustees^  and  far  other  pur- 
poses. 

I.  WHERE ASf  James  Ball,  late  of  the  county  of  certainiands 
Lancaster,  being  in  his  life-time  seised  of  a  considera-  whereof  Bar- 
ble  real  and  personal  estate,  did,  in  and  by  his  last  will  fir«"  Ball  U 
and  testament  in  f^riting,  bearing  date  the  fifteenth  day  J^^^  l^^ 
of  Julyi  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aad  fifty-fonri  Bfe,  vested 
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^ong  other  things  giv«  and  devise  all  his  lands  is 
te^Cr^dT  ^^^  George,  Sppuylyapia  and  Stafford  counties,  !• 
themonitt  ^^  grand-son,  J^urgess  Ball,  during  iiis  natural  life, 
laid  •trt  ia  Of  and  at  his  decease  to  his  child  or  children,  as  be  shaU 
tber  toads,  think  fit,  and  their  heirs,  as  by  the  said  will,  recorded 
in  the  county  court  of  Lancaster,  may  appear.  And 
it  being  represented,  that  the  land  in  the  county  of 
Spotsylvania,  coqtaining  fifteen  hifndred  and  eighty- 
three  acred,  is  poor  and  not  fit  for  cultivatipp,  but  from 
i^  vicinity  to  the  town  of  Fr^eri^Mhurg,  and  Mng 
well  covered  with  wood,  would  sell  for  ^  good  pnce; 
and  that  the  tract  of  land  formerlv  lying  in  i\»p  ctaf^ 
of  King  peorge,  but  now  S^fford,  containing  six  hun- 
dred acres,  inrould  be  too  small  to  {livide  between  any 
of  his  children;  apd  that  it  would  be  greafly  to  the  be* 
nefit  of  the  said  Burgess  Ball  and  his  growing  family 
if  the  said  lands  were  sold,  and  the  mopey  arising  from 
the  sales  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  other  laiid^  Hfton 
fertile  and  advantageous,  which  cannot  be  idone  with* 
out  the  direction  of  the  general  assembly,  as  the  said 
Burgess  Ball  is  only  tenant  for  life;  and  applic^on 
being  mstde  for  an  act  to  pass  for  that  purpose: 

II.  Be,%t  (hertfore  enacted,  That  the  said  fifteen  ban- 
dred  and  eighty-three  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Spotsylvania,  and  six  hundred  acres  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  vested  in  WH- 
liain  Fitihugh,  William  Daingerfield,  Alexander  Spoto- 
wood,  John  Francis  Mercer,  and  Mann  Page,  g^tle- 
men,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust,  that  they, '  or  any  three 
of  them,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  sell  the  same  for  the 
best  price  to  be  had,'  and  to  convey  the  said  lands  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  in  fee  simple,  and  to  lay 
out  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  thereof  in  the  par- 
chase  of  other  lands  to  be  conveyed  to  the  said  trustees 
for  tlie  use  of  the  said  Burgess  Ball,  during  his  nacti- 
ral  life,  and  after  his  decease  for  the  use  of  such  chttd 
or  children  of  the  said  Burgess  Ball,  and  their  lieiw, 
as  he  shall  think  fit  and  direct  by  deed  or  will:  iVovt- 
ded  always^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  affect  the  title  of  any  person  or  persona, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  to  the  sud  lands,  odier 
thiin  those  cltumiiig  under  the  said  Janles  ]3all. 
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'  CHAP.  XXII. 

i/t7z  act  directing  the  mode  of  adjmt^  [chMi.ttcr; 
ing  and  settling  Vie  payment  ofcer^  p-  ^^^ 
tain  debts  and  contracts^  and  Jar 
other*  purposes  ^ 

1.  WHEREAS  ihe  paper  currency  of  ihis  sUdfe  hath,  Pretable. 
fram  various  causes,  greatly  depreciated  in  its  valoe, 
iusoniuch  that  it  is  neither  a  proper  mediiim  of  circa- 
laiion  nor  a  just  standard  whereby  to  settle  and  adjust 
debts  and  contracts,  and  it  hath  therefore  become  ab- 
solutely necessary' to  declare  that  the  same  shall  no 
Kwiger  pass  current,  except  in  payment  of  certain  tax* 
es  calculated  for  the  express  purpose  of  calling  in  and 
redeeming  the  same. 

IL  And  whereas  the  good  people  of  this  state  will 
laJaoiu*  under  many  inconveniencies  for  want  of  some 
rule,  whereby  to  settle  and  adjust  the  payment  of  debts 
and  contracts  entered  into  and  made  between  the  first 
i^y  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  h^mdred  and  se- 
veiity^seyen,  and  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  unless  some  rule  shall 
be  by  law  established  for  liquidating  and  adjusting  the 
same,  s^o  as  to  do  justice  as  well  to  the  debtors  as  cred- 
itors: Be  it  therefore,  enacted  by  the  General  Jissemhly^ 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  debts     J>«bts  and 
and  contracts  entered  into  or  made  in  the  current  mo-  p^eMEMancy 
fiey  of  this  state  01;  of  the  United  States,  excepting  at  to  be  settled 
all  times  contracts  entered  jnto  for  gold  and  silver  coin,  by  a  scale  of 
tobacco,  or  any  other  specific  property,  withio  the  pe-  ^gj'^^'* 
tio^  aforesaid,  uow  remaining  due  and  unfulfilted,  or 
which  ipay  become  due  at  any  future  day  or  days,  for 
tbfs  payment  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  shall  be  li- 
ijoidated,  settled  and  adjusted  agreeable  to  a  scale  of 
depreciation  herein-after   mentioned  and  contained, 
that  is  to  say,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  altsuch  debts 
and  coatracts  to  the  true  value  in  specie  at  the  days  or. 
times  the  same  were  incurred  or  entered  into;  and  upon 
payment  of  said  value  so  found  in  specie,  or  other  mo- 
ney equivalent  thereto,  the  debtors  dr  contractors  shall 
be  forever  discharged  of  and  from  the  said  debts  or 
contracts,  any  law,  custom  or  nsage'to  the  contrary  in 
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any  wise  uptwttlistandiog:    Promdtd,  alpai^nm^^f^A^ 

Actual  p»y-  ^^    That  ill  all  cases  where  aclual  payments  Jiianr 

mentft  tall  or  ,      '  •     ,  ■    >  ^ 

partial,  to     been  made,  by  any  person  or  persons,  of  any  saia«$|f 

sund  for  sunis  of  the  aforesstid  pa(per  currency,  at  any  tioie  6r 
nominal  a-  timfes^  either  to  the  full  amonnt  or  in  part  payment  of 
"^^^^  kiiy  debt,  contract  or  obligation  whatsoever,  t|ie  party 

paying  the  ^ame,  or  upon  fvhose  account  such  saiti  or 
sums  have  be^n  actually  paid,  shall  have  full  credit  for 
the  nominal  amount  of  such  payments,  and  such  pay- 
roeiitd  shall  not  be  reduced,  any  thing  ifi  this  Act,  orm 
any  other  act  or  acts,  to  the  contrary  in  any  manner 
notwitbstandtng. 
Exectttions     lti«' And  whereas  many  o^  the  inhabitants  of  AiS 
fluspendedt    state  have  been  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy, 
c*^ept  lor     5^|,d  other  dtetres^s  incident  to  a  6t«(te of  war,  By  fioe^ms 
thecommon-  ^b^rc^^f  they  have  been  by  violence  deprived  of  Ac 
wealtK         fruits  of  their  kboui*  and  industry,  and  thereby  r^od^ 
ed  for  the  present  Incapable  of  paying  many. of  Aeiv 
just  debu:  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  Thtft  in  fdl  casQR^ 
except  such  as  are  hereafter  extepted^  where  jadgmeol 
has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  obtained  for  the  payoient 
of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  execution  shall  oot  isr 
sue  thereupon  before  the  first  day  of  December,  90e 
^  thousand  seven'hundred  and  eighty-three,^  except  wbei^ 

judgment  has  been  or  may  be  obtained  fof^  any  wm  or 
samd  of  money  due  to  the  commonwealth,  for  tscKei  Qt 
otherwise,  against  any  public  collector,  or  any  otW 
EjKept  also  person  or  persons  whatsoever:     And  also  in  all  ca^ 
Mreof sUv^s  ^^^  ^^y  ^^^  judgment  hath  been  or  may  lierea<ler 
or  tenants,    he  obtained  for  monies  due  for  the  rent  or  use  of  ai^^ 
lands,  plantations,  houses,  terries  or  ^sheries,  or  for  tb& 
hire  of  any  slave  or  slaves,  or  of  any  servant  or  .ser- 
vants: Provided^  That  all  judgments  so  staid  shall  car- 
ry intebest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  animio 
until  paid. 
Scale  of  de-      IV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  followiug, 
preciation.     scale  of  depreciation  shall  be  the  rule  to  determine  the 
value  of  the  several  debts,  contracts  and  dcQiands  in 
this  act  mentioned,  compared  with  silver,  and  gold: 
In  the  year  me  thousand  seven  hundred  ttnd  severUy* 

ieven. 
January  one  and  a  half,  February  one  and  a  ka^' 
March  two,  April  two  and  a  half.  May  two  and  a  ini^ 

♦  Sec  May  1^82,  c.  44.  October  1782,  c.  45.  Oct.  1783,  c  30. 


In  1777. 
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liihe  twa  and  a  half,  July  three,  August  three,  Septem^ 
\9tf  three,  October  three,  November  three,  December 

tn  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

Janusiry  four,  T*ebruary  five,  March  five,  April  five,  la  tm. 
May  five,  Juue  five,  July  five,  August  five,  September 
five,  0(itober  five,  November  six,  December  six* 

In  the  year  <me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy^ 

nine. 
January  eight,  February  tea,  March  ten«  Apfii  six*  In  l?^* 
teeo,  Ms^  tweaty,  Juue  twenty,  July  twenty-one,  Au- 
gust twenty-two,  September  tweiity^four,  October  twoi<> 
ty-eight,  November  thirty-six,  December  forty. 

hi  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.  ^ 

January  forty-two,  February  forty-five,  March  fifty,  ^  *'^"*' 
April  sixty,  May  sixty,  June  sixty-five,  July  sixty-five, 
August  seventy,  September  seventy-two,  October  se- 
venty-three, November  seventy-four,  December  seven- 
tff-five. 
h  the  year  one  thoustmd  se»en  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

January  seventy-fi^ve,  February  eighty,  March  nine'^  In  ITBI. 
tj,  April  one  liundred,  May  one  hundred  and  fifty,  June 
i#o  hundred  and  fifty,  July  four  hundred,  August  five 
bimdred^  September  six  hundred,  October  seven  bun- 
died,  November  eight  hundred,  December  one  thou* 
saad 

V.  And  be  ii  enacted^   That  where  a  suit  shall  be 
brought  ftw  the  recovery  of  a  debt,  and  it  shall  appear  aetermlwr* 
tirnt  the  Value  tliereof  hath  been  tendered  and  reiiised;  disputes  m* 
or  where  ti  shall  appear  that  the  non-paynkent  thereof  cording  ta  , 
if  owing  to  the  creditor;  or  where  other  circumstanced  ^^^^y* 
arise  wbkb,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coon  before  whom 
tlj|e  cause  is  brought  to  issue,  would  render  a  determi** 
option  agreeable  to  the  above  table  unjust;  in  either 
€d«  it  sliaU  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  award 
such  jud^jment  aS'to  them  shall  appear  just  and  e^t* 
able.    And  where  any  verdict  hath  beeil  given  for  da- 
laafps  (Mitweett  the  first  day  of  January^  one  thousand  ^!^(^*^ 
a«^en  hundred  and  seventy-seven,aBd  the  fimday  of  Jan*  nieHstoT 
uany  one  tbououid  sevea  hundred  and  eigkty*tir(^  and  judineatt^ 
t^lndgmeMt  remains  uBMOisfied,  it  shall  be  lawfu)  for 
tbf»everflj  omrts  within  this  coiamonwealth»  in  a  summa* 
ry  way,Iyy  motion  to  them  made,  either  before  aoif  exe« 

Vol.-  x.  K  3 
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ctttiou  rssues,  er  at  the  relorp  dci^  of  sacli.Q^jMBti|f«E»  ia 
.  .  Bit,  settle  and  direct  at  what  depreciation  the  said  Atwff^ 
ges  shal)  be  discharged,  having  regard  to  the  origimft  j%> 
jury  or  contract  on  which  the  damages  are  iboodrnt 
and  any  other  proof  or  circumstances  ttiat  the  nali^ 
of  the  case  will  admit. 


CHAP.  XXIII.  .   .   .^ 

An  act  to  continue  and  amend  the  M^ 
veralacts  of  assembly  respecting  1M 
inspection  of  tobacco^  and  for  oUi^ 
purposes.  ^* 

Actwipeci-     I.  WHEREAS  the  act  of  assembly  ehtWcd,  ^«Ai 

inf  inipe«-    act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  amend  Uteise?0- 

K^!^ftuw    ^^  ^^^  ^^  assembly  respecting  the  inspection  of  I^mod- 

thercontin>  V^/'  hath  expired,  and  it  is  expedient  the  same-dMNiU 

uedwlds'     be  revived  and  amended:  .  ^  ^  Vr 

iBMilitri  II,  J8c  {%  therefore  enacted^  That  the  said  recilad  w( 

shall  coBtinae  and  be  in  force  from  and  after- Ifctie  eut* 

ration  thereof,  for  and  during  tbe  term  of  tweive'imNwI. 

III.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  tbe^iqip^clioto 

Meriweth-  of  tobacco  at  Meriwether's  warebouse,  iati|?,ti»irfi  jof 

e^t,  Mtcho-  New-Castle  and  county  of  Hanover,  at  M^i^Mtd^kin 

^^^ti*%    *^  ^^»°V  ^f  King  George,  and  at  Glascock's  in^Hie 

wsrehouset   county  of  Richmond,  shall  be,  and  ibe  saflsewe  iMW- 

ferbredand  by  revived  and  established.  -  •• 

eitabliBbed.       ly^  ^^j  jj  j^^j^g  represented  to  this  pre8C«|l{|9iitf- 

ral  assetnbly,  tbat  the  erecting  a  warerboas^^ott  ^ 

lands  of  Charles  Lewis,  near  Kockett's  landi^S^Millk 

county  of  Henrico,  will  be  of  public  benefit^  a94^4^ 

proprietor  of  the  land  is  willing  to  build  the  99a^  r  t. 

^^^,       V.  Be  it  ther^are  enacted.   That  an  inspiBClifHr- tf 

wa^IiouM  '  tobacco  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby ^ti3bli«bQiibi^ 

MUbUilKd.   the  said  place,  which  shall  be  called  andkncpp^J^l^ 

^  naraeofRockett^$^  and -that  the  transfi^r  w^ks^ittMt 

by  the  inspectors  thereof  shall  be  paya^e  Jflfjfjtfr 

ddp,  in  tbe  same  manner  as  those  ot^jpn^^^M^ 

$hocl(oe.  \,^    :,    :  vt  'vt'..v 
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'  VI.  AM  whereas  the  inode  established  by  law  for* 
f^ng  inspectors  salaries  may  become  expensive  to  the  jngp^^Sw* 
pioblic:  For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enactedf  That  in-  salaries,  at 
siead  of  the  allowance  heretofore  given  by  law  to  in-  tke  different 
fwspectdrs,  they  shall  be  allowed  the  following  salaries  JJ^^'^^* 
in  specie,  shat  is  to  say:  To  each  of  the  inspectors  at  ^^cie. 
Gailford  and  Pungoteague,  under  one  inspection,  thir- 
ty-five pounds;  at  Roy's  fifty  pounds;  at  Hobb's-Hole  i 
thirty  pounds;  ^t  Kennon's  thirty  pounds;  at  BoUing's- 
Point  seventy  pounds,  at  Bollingbroke  sixty  pounds, 
at  Bowler's  thirty  p6und%;  at  Layton's  thirty  pounds; 
at  Colchester  forty  pounds;  at  Alexandria  f^rty  pounds; 
at  the  falls  of  Potowmack  thirty  pounds;  at  Poropo- 
tank  thirty  pounds;  at  Deacon's  Neck  thirty  pounds; 
at  Meriwether's  sixty  pounds;  at  Crutchfield's  sixty 
pounds;  at  Page's  sixty  pounds;  at  Rocky  Ridge  se- 
venty pounds;  at  Osborne's  seventy  pounds;  at  John 
Bolting's  sixty  pounds;  at  Byrd's  seventy  pounds;  at 
Shockoe  seventy  pounds;  at  Rocketi's  fifty  pounds;  at 
Smithfield  twenty-five  pounds;  at  Shepherd's  twenty- 
five  pounds;  at  Mantapike  and  Frazer's,  under  one  in- 
spection, thirty  pounds;  at  Todd's  and  Ayleit's,  under 
one  inspection,  forty-five  pounds;  at  Boyds-Hole  and 
Machodack,  under  one  inspection,  fifty  pounds;  at  Fal- 
mouth sixty  pounds;  at  Dixon's  sixty  pounds;  at  Gib- 
son's thirty  pounds;  at  Davis's  twenty-fiye  pounds;  at 
North  Wycomico  and  South  Wycomico,  under  one  in- 
•fi^tion,  forty  pounds;  at  Indian  creek  thirty  pounds; 
at  Deep  Creek  and  Glascock's,  under  one  inspection^ 
thirty  pounds;  at  Urbanna  thirty  pounds;  at  Milner's 
fcrty  pounds;  at  South  Quay  forty-five  pounds;  at  Cher- 
r)^one*s  and  Hungar's,  under  one  inspection,  twenty- 
five  pounds;  at  Littlepage's  thirty-five  pounds;  at  the 
Brick  house  thirty  pounds;  at  Coan's  thirty-five  pounds; 
at^  Boyd'c  sixty  pounds;   at  Davis's,  in  the  town  of 
filaiidford,  sixty  pounds;  at  Blandford  sixiy  pounds; 
^  Qaantico  sixty  pounds;  at  Dumfries  sixty  pounds} 
at  Cat  Point  thirty-five  pounds;  at  Totuskey  thirty- 
4ve  pounds;  at  Gray's  creek  thirty-five  pounds;  at  A- 
^aTorty  pounds;  at  Fredericksburg  sixty  pounds;  at 
IR.oyston's  sixty  pounds;  at  Denbigh  twenly-fwe  pounds; 
«t  Nomony  thirty  pounds;  ai  Leeds  and  Mattox,  under 
one  inspection,  forty  pounds;  at  Yocomico  and  Rust's, 
>iitder  one  inspection,  forty  pounds;  at  the  Capitol  and 
College  landiDgfi  under     one  inspection,  thirty-five 
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pounds;  at  Rde's  tWenty-fivc  pourids/AndTor  IheJMir- 

H^™^^  pose  of  raiisiog  the  said  salaries  atKJrpaying  tb^  war*- 

flp^9t«dL        nouse  rents,  there  shall  be  collectfjfll  by  the  itispectors 

,    ,  jfrom  the  owners  of  tobacco,  the  sfkim  of  five  sbillia^ 

for  each  hogshead  by  them  inspected  and  pa«t,  whicti 

shall  be*  paid  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  note  or  asi 

8tanLn*al«  ^^^^  received  for  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco;  and  the 

iSei/^  "  insp^tors  at  each  ware-house  shall,  in  lieu  oip^the  fbl*- 

mer  allowance  given  for  storage,  pay  to  the  pr6prieuir 

thereof  the  sum  of  two  shillings  in  specie  for  each  hc^- 

.    head  of  tobacco  by  them  inspected  and  note  gtviaii  or 

-«^^^^  tobaCcco  delivered.     Provided  always,  That  ifllie  %i« 

j^JmSST*  specters  at  any  ware-house  shall  not  receh^e  as  imieh 

dsBtlbr        money,  for  inspection  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  tfle 

"J^*"JJ*  ■*:  renu  of  the  ware^house  and  salaries  aforesaid,-  th0y 

OM^n  to*  *^^'' '"  ^^^^  ^^^^  P*y  ^'^®  proprietor  the  ware-hou^ 

l^ytkereatt  rienls,  and  be  allowed  and  paid  only  so  much  for  tbiMr 

wd  receive    salaries  as  the  balance  of  the  money  so  receiveckby 

^^S^Suieft  ^^^"*5  ^^^  '"  ^*^^  ^^^y  ^**"  receive  more  than  soffici- 
en't  to  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid,  they  shall  ljic« 
'c0unt  for  and  pay  the  overplus  in  manner  directed  hy 
^v^e  said  recited  act:  There  shall  be  paid  to  the  iaspec- 
-       -^   tors  at  each  ware  '.    ise,  five  shillings  specie  for  eWy 
J^^j^f*'^  hogshead  re^   'zed    for  reprizing  and  finding  iiaiiS|'<io 
^^^'         be  paid  by  the  proprietor;  and  the  sum  of  seven  sel- 
lings specie  for  every  hogshead  of  tobacco  prised'-'vp 
and  exchanged  for  transfer  notes,  and  binding  toai^«lo 
the  use  of  the  inspectors,  in  lieu  of  tobacco  heretofore 
directed  to  be  paid  for  the  said  services.    ' 
County      VII.  And  whereas  severa,!  warehouses  have  beejtrtfe- 
fc^^d**^  ^'  ^^^^y^^  ^y  *^  enemy,  and  the  former  prop^e(or»>may 
liQUftesd^'   refuse  or  neglect  to  rebuild  the  same,  to  ibegrem^ui* 
stroked  by    convenience  of  the  public:  Be  it  therefore  enmUdf  Thai 
theeneiBy»    the  court  '^f  the  county  where  sach  refiisal  or  Begl^ 
S^&fieTd's  ^^y  ^'  ^'  **y  appoint  two  or  more  Of  their  body,  to  i^ 
€#the  Brick  to  the  lowest  bidder  the  re*building  the  same,  and:  to 
house.  draw  on  the  'r^:  >urer  for  payment  thereof,  excepCthe 

inspection  at  Cri  tchfield's  and  the  Brick  kous^whicb 
are  herebv  d!si      inued,  unless  the  proprieCevs^wfUre- 
l^uild  at  their  o.      'xpence.      And  the  coi^  of  every 
|9^^^<>rB  cpunty  that  hath       ed  to  recommend  inspacKA^^attiie 
cmmeDded  ^"'^  directed  by  la\  .  shall,  and  they  are  henbymm- 
at  wy  time,  powered  to  recommend  inspectors  at  any  courtafiertbe 
passing  of  this  act,  who,  upon  being  cjaalified  acdord- 
{yg  ta  taw,  shall  proceed  to  th^  (execution  #f  their  office. 
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VUL  Ami. whereas  the  revi^l  and  Ff^stabttshiM 
i^jhe  injspection  of  tobacco  at  VVaddyVware-house^  m^^W^tiq^ftt 
..Ibexpunty  of  NewrKent,  and  at  Warwick,  in  the  coaff-  nIv  Ken?" 
,ty.  of  Chesterfield,  will  be  of  great  utility;  Be  it  there-  ^  Warwicl^ 
fare^en^cted,  That  the  inspection  of  tobacco  at  the  said  »»*  Chett^r- 
^rar^-iiQuse^  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  ^®^^  revived 
.  and  established^  and  the  inspectors  shall  be  allowed 
th^  foUowing  salaries,  that  is  to  say:  To  each  of  the    laspecton* 
inspectors  at  Waddy'5  thirty  pounds,  and  at  Warwick  talanes. 
£fV0n^y.  pounds. 

/.  IX.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  ware-houses  7^^^^^^ 
J94.  CiBLbbin  Point,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  be,  and  the  Pointdkcon- 
^8i«te  are  hereby  discontinued,  and  in  the  room  there-*-  tiimed.  «nd 
'  jif,  ware-houses  m?iy  be  built  at  Low  Point,  on  the  land  {JW^"****" 
,of  Archibald  Dunlop,  in  the  said  county,  at  the  P^O-  j]^^^ 
prietors  expeoce,  and  the  inspectors  of  the  same  shall 
be  allowed  the  following  salaries,  that  is  to  say:   To 
•>jBacb  of  the  said  inspectors  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  '* 

X,  And  wheres^  the  houses  formerly  appointed  for  W&reliouaea 
.the  reception  of  tobacco  in  the  town  of  Manchester  have  ^,.^^f'*^^*5*l 
^l)€}eo. burnt  by  the  enemy,  and  it  hiay  be  a  considera-  g^oycd^by" 
"*  ble.  tim^  before  other  houses  can  be  built  for  that  pur-  the  eoemy. 
.  pose:   Be  it  therefore  enacted,  ^^iM  Francis  Goode,  commiMioa. 
James  Lyle,  and  David  Patteso  "^g^'^;jlemen,  be  ap-.  ^JJ^^^®*^-^ 
,pointed  commissioners,  with  powt^^' to  V)£l)t  a  house  ^or       -  «    r 
^houses  for  the  immediate  reception  of  u>bacco  in  the 
#>i$atd  town  of  Manchester,  provided  the  expence  of  hir* 
.  ;ing  such  bouse  or  houses  shall  not  exceed  three  shil- 
lings specie  per  hogshead,  to  be  paid  by  the  person 
^•poiitlng  the  tobacco. 

,XI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  tobaccoeB  '  ToMccots 
j*eiBftini0g  in  any  ware-house  heretofore  discontinue,  wSSSmies 
,.siMf  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  M^  next,  be  sold  discontmued 
.  by  tbe  commissioners  of  the  tax  of  |he  ff  unty  where  to  b«  sold  by 
.«uch  inspection  is  discontinued,  having  filj.  Jt  advertised  ^J^S'trT  "' 
.  the  sale  of  said  tobacco  in  the  Virginia  c^/ettc  at  least 
,.-osc  month  before  the  day  of  si^j^  jj^-iAnd  where  no 
cMOier  sbaJl  appear  within  one  .^)^^  after  such  sale^ 
.  tbey.  sfaaU  account  for  and  pay  tbr  niyney  arising  frotti 
•,  the  same  to  the  treasurer  witl^i     //io  months  after 
/ij*Bttckjale,, under  the  penalty  of^'^^/e  hundred  pounds, 
%D  be  recovered  with  costs  by  ^^on  of  debt  or  infor- 
mation in  any  court  of  reccird^tiy  any  person  who  will 
,  nitiDrlbes^me.^ 
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XII.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the 
So  much  of  2^^^  Qf  assembly  entitled,  "  An  act  to  encourage  the  im- 
rayeimpor.   portation  of  salt,"  as  exempts  the  importer  thereof,  for 
ution  of  talt  .^very  five  bushels  of  salt  imported,  from  the  tax  9f 
aaexempu    ^igj^  shillings  on  a  hosghead  of  tobacco,  shaN  be,  and 
from"tuon   ^^e  same  is  hereby  repealed, 
tobacco  ex- 
ported, re* 
pealed. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 


A71  act  to  indemnify  Thomas  Nelson^ 
junior^  esquire^  late  governor  of  this 
commonwealth^  and  to  legalize  cer^:, 
tain  acts  of  his  administraiion^  -    ^^ 

ThdhiaiKel-      ^'   WHEREAS  upon  an  examination  it  app^rs," 
son,]an.esq*  that  previous  to,  and  during  the  sieg^  of  York,  Th6* 
late  rorer-     mas  Nelson,  junior,  esauire,  late  governor  of  this^eem^ 
been  coi^    monwealth,  was  compelled  by  the  peculiar  circumstail*-^ 
peUed»  from  ces  of  the  state  and  army,  to  perform  many  acts  of  gpflM?' 
necessity,  to  vemment  without  the  advice  of  the  council  of  8tttte,'^^> 
By  actTof***  ^^^  purpose  of  procuring  subsistence  and  other  neeejt^ 
goYernment,  saries  for  the  allied  army  under  the  commatul  of  itk- 
without  ad.    excellency  general  Washington: 
^it  wcha'JIti      ^^*  ^^  it  enacted,  That  all  such  actsof  goverflmenV' 
legabzed?  *  evidently  productive  of  general  good  aad/vaMoHed' 
andrhefuUy    by  tiecessity,  be  judged  and  held  of  the  same  valtdityi*  - 
iad(immfied.  ^nd  the  like  proceedings  be  bad  on  them,  asif*|hey^ 
had  been  executed  by  and  with  .the  advice  of  Gom»cil|  * 
and  with  all  the  formalities  prescribed  by  law*         *     ' 
III.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  sai^  Ttvo^^^ 
mas  Nelson,  junior,  esquire,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  in^ 
the  fullest  manner,  indemnified  and  exonerated  froffl- 
all  penalties  and  damages  which  might  have  accrued  W^' 
him  from  the  same.  ^^^^ 

;  .  ■  ts; 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

An  avt  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 

act  for  farther  continuing  and  a^ 

mending  an  act  for  appointing  na^ 

val  officers^  and  ascertaining  their 

fees^  and  for  otlier  purposes. 

I.  WHEREAS  the  fees  allowed  by  law  to  the  se- 
Veral  naval  officers  within  this  commonwealth,  have 
become  quite  inadequate  to  their  services;  For  remedy 
whereof, 

IL  Be  it  enetcted  by  (he  General  Auemhly^  That    Kaval  oA- 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  §aid  naval  ^^"  **J*  •^ 
c^c&rs  respectively,  shall  be  entitled  ip  demand  and  pajSSlc'iii 
receive  tlie  following  fees,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  in  lieu  specie, 
of  those  eslablished  by  an  act  of  assembly  entitled  *'  An 
^ct  for  farther  continuing  and  amending  an  act  enti- 
tled An  act  for  appointing  naval  officers  and  ascertain- 
ing- vheir  feeSj"  to  win  For  entering  and  clearing  any 
^bip  or  Vessel  of  one  hundred  tons  and  under,  ten  shif- 
iuigs;  for  entering  and  clearing  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
more  than  one  httndred  tons,  five  dtlllars;  for  taking 
a  bond,  half  a  dollar;  for  a  permit,  half  a  dollar;  for  a 
bill  of  health,  three  dollars;  for  a  certificate,  one  dollar; 
for  a  register,  and  recording  the  same,  four  dollars; 
for  a  copy  thereof,  two  dollars;  for  making  an  endorse- 
ment thereupon,  half  a  dol^lar;  for  a  copy  of  a  manifest, 
thr,ee  dollars;  and  for  a  passport,  in  coiiforDiIty  to  the 
tweoty-seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
His  n^ost  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  two  dollars.     The  bonds  to  be  taken  by  the 
several  naval  officers  on  granting  permits,  instead  of 
theee  directed  by  the  said  recited  act,  shall  be  as  fol- 
Xom^^-^  to  wit:  If  the  ship  or  vessel  be  of  one  hundred 
toils  burthen  or  under,  the  bonds  shall  be  for  three  hun- 
dred pounds  specie;  if  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons 
bartben>  the  bonds  shall  be  for  five -hundred  pounds  of 
like  motley:    And  the  bonds  to  be  taken  fronv  all  mas-   Bondite  be 
ters  of  ships  gind  vessels  for  prevention  of  the  danger-  ^^[^^erii** 
otts  consequences  that  may  arise  from  the  breach  and  akerecL 
i^ntempt  of  embargoes,  instead  of  those  directed  to  be 
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taken  by  the  s'did  reciied  act,  shaK  be  as  <l>lkf#etlf,'*4d 
wit:  If  the' ship  of  vessel  be  of  one  hundred  tows  fr  tttkM 
der,  the  botids  shall  be  for  five  hundred  pounds  spe<MK^ 
ifiabovc  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two  hondrai. 
tons,  the  bond  shall  be  for  one  thousand  pounds  of  like* 
money)  and  if  above  two  hundred  tons,  the  bood  shftH» 
.be  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  itke  money;  all  whicb- 
said  bonds  shall  be  forfeitable,  and  the  penalties  tbefi^ ' 
of  sued  for  and  recovered,  in  the  same  mantier,  and  to 
the  same  ase^,  as  those  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  act 
of  assembly  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred an^  seventy-six,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  naval  officers  and  ascertaining  their  fees/' 
g<«fi<i  and      III-  *^nd  be  itfitrihtr  enacted,  That  all  other  boods 
pcntUies,  in  taken  by  the  several  naval  officers  in  virtue  of  such  of^ 
*l*^**-         fice,  and  all  penahies  to  be  incurred  by  the  respectif^ 
naval  officers  for  neglect  or  breach  of  duty,  shall  ^Be 
taken  in  specie,  and  be  the  same  ais  those  directed  to 
be  taken  or  incurred  by  the  last  recited  ac^  tor  be  a1jM» 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  and  IQ  the 
same  uses  as  those  directed  to  be  taken  and  incurred 
by  the  said  last  reciied  act.  »  ' 

When  ma*.  IV-  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  masteefOV: 
tert  of  veft.  commander  of  every  ship  or  vessel  shall,  withi»iQMl^ 
r**oft  mad*  ^'S***  hours  after  his  arrival  in  any  port,  raakeoPBjp^ 
entrf.  of,  and  enter  his  vessel  and  targo  with  the  na«4f< 

.cef  of  the  district  wherein  the  said  vessel  rid^im 
every  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vtNi^|^ 
failing  herein  shall  forfeit  hh-  said  vessel  and."Cjfi^;ii- 
Fopf  it        ^^^  *"y  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  iJMcel 
for  breach,     breaking  bulk  or  dlspo^ng  of  any  part  of  rtiie  c«^Oi 
without  obtaining  a  permit  from  the  naval  offieerttor 
trade  wiihin  the  said  district,  shall  forfeit  his  said»veB< 
set  and  cargo;  to  be  seized  in  either  of  the  above  cases:* 
by  such  officer  or  bis  deputy^  and  prosectfted'^^libQ. 
(:ourt  of  admiralty,  one  moiety  whereof  shall  beto  thft. 
Naval  offi.  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  tbe  ( 


^«"  ^?  *"«-     the  commonwealth.  -  -  :     n-^vn, 

Sieir'dia^'"        V.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  sevemUaM**' 
tricts.  officers  shall  reside  in  theif  respective  districfsv^riM^ 

keep  their  offices  at  some  convenient  place  on  navigii*: 
tion;  and  in  case  of  their  non-residence  or  iliTiilBiiiiani 
the  govenibr,  wilh  advice  of  council,  beeinpoweced.|»r 
appoint  some-fit  person  to  act  in  the  Said  offide«j^ 
tbe  mMttfig'^fihetieit  ftssetnbly.  .  -  ^.    .%  » 
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Vhrdnibt, a  farther  enacted,  Thm  this  act,  togetl^ 
^fmtbsncb  parts,  of  the  said  recited  act  passed  ip  the  ^ 
year  due  4haiisaod  seven  Imudred  and  seventy-six,  as 
cooaes  within  the  meaning. of  this  ajct,  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  tor  and  during  the  term  of  thr^e  years^ 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  ast 
samUy;  and  tbalt  all  other  acts  cpming  within  the  por-i 
view  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the>  are 
hereby  repealed. 


cHAB.  xxvi; 

An  act  to  empower  the  trecbsurer  to  '^:*^ 
borrow   money ^    tobacco^  hemp  or    * 
Jhury  for  tlte  irmnediale  support  of 
government.  - 

L  WHEREAS  it  is  impracticable  to  collect  any  of 
the  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year,  soon  enough  to  answer 
the  inany  pressing  and  immediate  demands  of  govern^     TroMoite 
nieot,  whereby  great  iaconvenieacies  and  much  iliisn  eoDpoweiad 
chief  may  arise  to  the  commonwealth:    For  remedy  ^  warow 
frfiereof,  Bt  U  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  '^^^^h^J^m 
she  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  di-  or  flouib^ 
irecled  forthwith  to  borrow  such  sum  or  sums  of  specie, 
or  such  qoaqtity  of  tobacco,  hemp  or  flour,  a^.lvs  may 
0od  necessary  to  answer  the  demands  which  piiiy  lie 
made  ob  the  treasury  till  tbe  end  of  the  next  sessiofi  of 
assembly^  or  till  tbe  collection  of  taxes  may  render  fl(ucb 
Soan  unnecessary:  PrQPid^d%  That  such  sums  of  mpoey  i^t^y^^  ^i^^ 
oiHouantitici  of  tobacco,  hemp  or  flour,  shall  not  ex«,j>ercent.  an 
qe^  one  half  of  the  probabie  nett  produce  of  the  taxe^  commoditiee 
ott^^eacb  of  the  said  articles  revspectiyely  so  borrowedj*?^^^*'^ 
aUowiog  pB  interest  of  six  per  centum  pn  tbe  tobacco,  ""^ 

bejiip^r  flouTi  and  one  hundred  pounds  specie  for  eve* 
ly  Bmety  piouods  of  sMch  Biouey  payable  at  the  end  of 
W^^  months  from  tbe  receipt  of  t)|e  same;  and  the 
tr#9tsarev's  receipts  giveo  for  s^ch  quantities  of  tobacco, 
be^p  or  flo^r,  or  for  ady  Mtm  or  siiipsof  motley,  shall 
be  payable  At  tbe  irea^ryt  the  tot»fu:co,  hemp  or  flour 
at  the  carrent  prieea  of  Ikose  ar^cl^s.yrbeni  dejivejced^ 

Vot.  X.  li  3 
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4a»     '  uws  ctf*  viBeiNHA^ 

and  ihe  specie  as  befpre  directed,  to,  tl^  first  bpMfSMT 
^  EttceivAble  assignee  of  such  receipts,  and  shall  also  be  receiv.ejd  ip 

thf^lenon-  P*y*"^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^V  ^^*^'''  ^y  ^^^'^:^^9W9^ 

inatjon  re-     inatioDs,  respectively  represent:   And  the  ties^si^re^  .19 

pretenu.       also  hereby  em  powered  and  directed  to  prepare,  aofl 

give  the  said  receipts,  guarded  against  counterieits.  i|y 

such  precautions  and  devices  as  he  may  think  proper. 


CHAP.  XXVlf. 

*.  %         .       ' 

An  ad  for  supplying  the  southern  at ^ 
viy  with  waggons  and  horsesi.    . 

wfThS w       '•  ^^  •^  enacted  by  ihe  General  Assembly^  That  'ew^ 

supplied  for  ry  county  wUhin  rtiii  commonweakh  that  billi  ftit^Nr 

th«  southern  neglected  to  fiirnish  and  deliver  a  waggon  and  thiin^-i^ 

»™^  greeable  to  the  direttions  of  the  act  of  asserrlbty  etliAlfaij^ 

*'  An  act  for  supplying:  the  army  with  cloaths,  prt^ 

Aoni  and  waggons,*'  shall,  on  or  before  the  fiMtlAV. 

of  March  next,  furnish  the  same  agreeable  to  tbe.^riil 

act.    The  sherifis  of  the  several  counties  who  haVCTM 

failed  or  neglected,  are  hefeby  ordered  to  snmmoD  4^ 

.  Penalty  on  justices  of  their  counties  to  meet  on  or  before  the  tenth 

jiMticet  Mid  day  of  February  next,  at  the  place  where  the  courts  are 

iherifit  for    usually  held  within  the  same,  for  the  purpose  aforessddr 

"^***^        Every  sheriff  failing  90  to  do,  shall  fotfeit  and  pay  fivd 

hundred  pounds  specie.     Every  justice  of  any  county, 

having  such  notice  and  failing  to  execute  *the  Aid  aef 

by  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  each  forfeit  aif^  pay  th^ 

Ij.       '      «im  of  one  hundred  pounds  tike  money.     And  tne  sd*- 

terable."*    '  '>citor  general  for  the  time  being  is  hereby  dh^ected^  on 

any  county  failing  to   lun.ijl)   ihe  v^dgtcoii  auo   vtam 

hereby  required  Within  the  lime  affixed  for  the  delive* 

ry,  to  direct  the  attorney  j?eneral  to  commence  an  ac* 

tion  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  against 

'  every  such  sheriff  or  juBiice  who  shall  have  failed  iff' 

the  duty  prescribed  by  this  act,  for  the  penalties  thcrfe*^ 

in  mentioned,  which  penalties  sliall  be  paid,  on  rccoVe-; 

ry,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth,  to  and  for' 

Ihe  uge-of  ilie  same.    Every  waggon  and  team  shall  be^ 
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iftfeti^ttfa  to  tfietlejjaty  quarter-toaster  m  the  state,  dr       ^^^^^^^^^ 
to  such  persons  aS  he  shall  appoint,  and  at  the  time  of  JJ^j^J^tjH * 
dWivery  valued  in  specie,  for  which  valuation,  the  per-  disposed, 
ioii  "receiving  shall  give  the  person  delivering  a  receipt 
iri  writlhg,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  auditors  of  public 
^i;counts,  and  by  them  debited  to  the  United  States. 

Ih  And  h^  it  farther  cnadcrf,  That  the  governor,   ^^^^^^^ , 
idth  the  advice  of  the  council,  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  coundl  to 
empowered  and  required  to  appoint  so  many  persons  appoint  per- 
of  credit  and  influence  in  different  parts  of  the  state,  as  *?^^  ^'* 
be  may  think  necessary,  to  purchase  one  hundred  wag-  tolThortes. 
(^n  horses:  The  persons  so  appointed  shall  give  a  re- 
ceipt in  writing*  to  the  seller  for  the  specie  price  of  each 
horse,  and  expressing  in  such  receipt  that  the  same 
shall  be  taken  by  any  sheriff  or  collector  for  taxes  on 
Isbids  or  slaves,  or  any  other  tax  that  may  be  by  law 
appropriated  for  continental  purposes;  and  every  sher- 
iff or  collector  shall  be  allowed  the  same  in  the  settle- 
ment <)f  their  accounts,  upon  their  being  previously  en- 
lered  in  the  auditors  oifice,  and  by  the  auditors  shall  be 
debited  to  the  United  States.      And  the  governor  is 
J^eby  desired  to  send  forthwith  a  copy  of  this  act  to 
the  sheriff  of  each  county  which  has  failed  to  comply 
l^illi  ih^  above-rtcited  act. 


CHAP.  XXVIH. 


4n  act  to  regulate  and  ctffix  the  payi 
'  of  the  militia  heretofore  called  into 
X  service*  /   \ 

1.  BE  it  enacted  by  iha  General  Jlmmhb^  That  x)m 
fm  of  the  militia  called  into  service  since  the  firslday  P«yr«f«iK- 
©TOctoher,  ooe  thousand  seven  hundr^  and  eighty,  f^^^*^ 
^HdiX  be.  the  same  as  that  allowed  and  given  to  the  conr  into  serric^ 
Itpental  officers  and  soldiers  by  an  act  passed  this  pre?  how  regiuv 
^m  sessibn,  entitled^  '*  An  act  to  adjust  and  regulate  ^^* 
the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virgi!|ij^,liii.e  oii^(;oatiii|i|t^  es|ablut|meo^  ^^^  ^^  ^ 
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Ute  oti^cTs;  80Mfei%,  9fiitofrs  «trtd  marine  hi  the  itrtM 
of  this  s^ate,  and  for  other  purposes;"  Andtblg^Mlitftift 
are  hereby  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accoonts^^f 
th^  militia  so  call^  into  serviee,  agreeable  to  and  uo- 
der  the  same  restrictions  and  limitations  as  by  the  Wl 
to  amend  the  act  for  regulating  and  dtscipfiiiiDg  fiie 
ti»i)itia  and  for  othef  purposes,  is  dhreet^  -  ♦ 


CHAP.  XXIX.  • 

tchteirw.  An  actio  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act 

f .  14^}         ^^^  giving  further  time  to  ol^tdin 

warrants  upon  certificates  for  prei^ 

emption  rights^  and  returning  cef^ 

;    tain  surveys  to  the  land  oJ[ice^ifri4. 

Jar ather purposes.  .       ;  *, 

tower  oi  1-  WHEREAS  the  time  limited  in  Hie  act  entHfed^ 
eo^piaitttoii.  *«  An  act  for  giving  ftirther  lime  to  obtaiti4irarrant^itil* 
f^^^  on  certificates  for  pre^mptiofi  rights,  and  retnHiiw 
S^Stt  1^  certftia  surveys  to  the  land-office,  and  for  other  porpo^ 
kiid«»to.  ses,**  16  the  commissioners  for  adjusting^  and  settting 
^  coiKsn-  ihe  claims  to  unpatented  lands  within  ihek  ^e^i^ctt^ie 
^"^^  dktriots,  has  beenfouiid  te  be  too  shori^for-that  pii|i>«- 

»>afthertliii€r^®^^*^*^^^?r^'^*  encwred,  That  all  the  powecs  ^- 
to  ebtmia  ven  to  the  said  commissioners  by  any^aet'Ot«  actt  of  M». 
wamntt,  &  lembly^  shall  be  and  commue  in  foTce  during  tte  An-- 
witS'tJbesw^  tber  term  of  six  months;  and  that  the  farther  Uitte  of 
Ttpn.  Ar^  months  be  allowed  for  obtaintug  warrnftts  ilpcm 

certificates  of  pre  ^mptroo  rights,  and  enterioglfae  atme 
H»Hh  the  surveyor  of  thte  county.  -         - ,  *,. 

AHotrancc  H.  And  whereas?  the  allowance  heiretd^K^  iabd!|m 
S»lfeS'^«d  the confimissiooer*  appointed  t6 carry  intoe&edraite 
attendii*-  t^«  s*'»<*  *^^  ^^  ^^  sheriffs,  surveyi^rt  add  ^feffcsi^ 
tendiifg  the  saine^  is.  in4Nhi<(uate  tk9  their  trdubr^aint'^^ 
pence}  Bt  it  enacted,  fBhvLt  each  tottimissiotier,  ^Jim^^- 
.  rydajfJie  shall  iwcesearHy  be  emfSi^ed  goiiig'c|o;H««» 
i^^  on,  ana  retimii%  ftoni/4he  bn&s^k$^mi'&f^ 
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4i^ihl)I  rec^ve  twelve  sbtiUags  and  sixpence  In  sp^*^ 

iMfii'llie  stei^  six  shillings , in  spf ciei  and  tb^  surveyor 

^ighl^tUii^s  in  specie. 

^ro^IUts  And  whereas  the  eKpenceofcarryiqgahe  said  act    Tixaiifid' 

fntc»4BQ(ecution  hath  been  greatly  iojcreased)  and  it  is  rea*  gMta. 

#||Viablea)id  jpst  that  such  expence should  bedefrayed  by 

the  .persons  to  be  benefitted  thereby;  Be  it  farther  enacir 

4df  That  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land  contained  in 

(he  certificates  to  be  granted  by  the  commissioners,  the 

party  receiving  the  same  shall  pay  one  shilling  and  six 

pence  in' specie,  besides  a  fee  of  six  pence  in  specie  to 

the  clerk  for  ev*ery  certificate. 

IV.  And  whereas  many  disputes  may  arise  between         Comity, 
settlers  in  the  several  districts  who  have  obtained  set-  ^wrts  to 
tleinent  and  pre-emption  rights  from  the  commission-  terai^  dU^ 
Ws  appointed  to  settle  the  claims  of  unpatented  land;  potetin-suj^ 
Si  it  therefore  enacted^   That*  the  county  courts  shall  veyinpprc** 
iind  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and  determine  all^gjjj^^*^ 
«ch  dUpiites  as  may  arise  iii'  surveying  or  laying  ofi* 
tettlement  or  pre-emption  rights;  and  where  any  such 
-(disputes  shall  arise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  either  party 
tc^  petition  the  court  and  set  forth  the  nature  of  their  ^ 
claim,  and  if  the  court  shall  be  of  an  opinion  that  .the 
claim  of  the  petitioner  is  just,  they  shall  order  a  sum- 
fions  to  issue  for  the  other  party,  who  shall  appear  at* 
fl^  next  court:   And  the  said  court  shall  then  proceed 
-M  bear  and  determine  the  right  and  to  settle  the  boun- 
dary, lines  between  the  claimants,  in  a  summary  way^ 
without  the  usual  formality  of  a  suic  of  law;  or  may  ap- 
point a  juify  of  twelve  men  to  attend  the  surveyor  at  a 
c^lain  day.  on  the  land  in  dilute,  wbicll  jury  shall,  on 
^tb,  bear  and  determine  tlie  right  of  the  daimants  and 
•^^  the  boundary  lines;  and  the  said  jury  shall  re*' 
lufn.lbeir  proceedings  to  the  nex4  county  court  for.  tbeif 
laonfirwatioo. 

ujY^  .^4«d  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  where  warrants  25^^ 
kvm  beep  obtained  for  military  service,  and  surveys  JJ^JJ^*??" 
have  not  yet  been  made,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  per-  be  located. 
fPHiihaving  9uch  warrants  to  lay  the  same  within  the 
i^lioie  as  is  allowed  to  persons  claiming  lands  upon 
pner^amptiott  right,  , 

v^aVL  >^n^  be  a  farther  enacted.  That  all  persons  who  MUitafyvia' 
Wd,  4iinng  the  £>ffmer  govemmenvmade  locations  of  »jjts  under 
ll^d.. under  mHttary  warrants,  according  to  the  kws  ^JJj^ 
^M}^  thmiin  ibrce,  sN^  bay^  tlM>baoefil  of  thw 
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said  locations^  provided  ihef  do  not  iiitei'fei^''whh'^to' 

tual'settlements  made  oa  sucb  lands  before  th«  Aril 

day  of  January,- one  ifaoiisand  seven  hundred  and  s^ 

'      veaty-eight,andshaUbead0iitted  to  surveys  and'gvafttt 

therefor  upon  re-enterittg  their  lands  and  hereafter  com* 

plying  with  the  rales  and  regulations  of  the  land-otf  ctt 

ProMed,  That  all  lands  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  ft>i*» 

mer  locations  shall  be  re-entered  with  the  county  stir* 

veyocs  within  twqive  months  after  die  end  of  this  pne* 

sent  session  of  assembly. 

When  8UT*      V^'-  ^^^  whereas  by  the  act  of  general  assembly 

Teyt .shall  be  fiuT  adjusting  and  setding  the  ddes  of  clairoers  to  tRH 

lifiade  ottn*  patented  lands,  a  certain  time  was  limited  within  whi^ 

e^tm  wt   *^  surveyors  of  the  counUes  on  the  eastern  wafers 

tert.  should  survey  all  lands  within  their  counties  regularly 

entered  for  before  the  end  of  the  session  of  assembly  ua 

^  which  the  said  act  was  passed,  which  time  was,  by 

subsequent  acts;,  extended  to  other  definitive  periodsi 

and  it  not  being  in  the'  power  of  the  party  claiming 

such  entries  to  compel  the  surveyor  to  a  perforndance 

of  his  duty,  or  to  controul  those  accidents  which  niay 

some  times  render  such  performance  impracticable^  M 

is  therefore  unjust  that  he  should    lose  his  rights  ^fl 

any  faihire  of  duty  in  the  sarveyor,  whether  wUMfal  ht 

involuntary:  Beit  thereforttnacttd^  That  the  sQrveycM 

of  the  several  cauntie^  on  the  said  eastern  waters  shltt 

proceed,  with  all  practicable  despatch,  to  survey- tti) 

said  entries  before  described,  and  for  this  purpose  ^bkXt 

proceed  in  notifying  the  party,  making  the  survey,  d€i>^- 

.    livering  a  plat  and  certificate,  and  in  all  dber  circttm^ 

stances  as  by  the  act  for  establishing  the  laBcU>ffice  is 

directed  in  the  case  of  surveys  to  be  liiade  on  entrlear 

siibsequetit  to  the  eod  of  the  said  session  of  assembly; 

and  the  party  interested  shall  be  subject  abo  to  thee 

same  forfeitures  of  right  if  he  fail  in  any  thing  prescrW 

l^d  by  die  sanie  act  last  mentioned  to  be  dooe-oo.bia 

part  .  •  •   ■  f 

Orders  of     VIIL  And  whereas  by  the  said  law  for  estaUiahiBif. 

r**?^  ^^    ^^^  land-office,  all  orders  of  council  or  entries  io  tb©- 

i^era  vit   council-books  for  lands  not  carried  into  execotiontl^ 

tfrs  to  be     actual  survey,  were  made  void,  which,  so  far  as  h  re<« 

rt^id.  spected  lands  on  the  eastern  waters,  proditced  randi 

injury  to  individuals  and  no  utility  to  the  public:   Be, 

it  therefore  enocied^  That  all  orders  of  council  and  eit*. 

tf  Jes  in  .the  CjQuacil-itooks  for  lands  on  the  extern  wtt% 
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iters,  v^Udwfiwre  in  furet.  aUthre  passing  of  lbe.9«id':«xsl, 
#uid  wfakih  fciwre  been  pfeduded  rmai  reuiwaJ  by  Vibrios 
Q»9ttirv6^^tugiH<icly  mjide  for  the  same  lands  since  tke 
fMtoKUj^g  of  tiie  said  act,  shall  stand  revived  and  re-es- 
i«Ui^ii«d^  and  tbe  rights  accruing  thereon  be  vested  ia 
Mie-peisons  then  owRtng  tbevsame,  their  heirs  or  othof 
fepresentativest  And  that  tbe  said  orders  of  council  or 
eturifs  in  the  council-books  shall  stand  on  the  footing 
of^tries  in  tbe  surveyors  books,  and  as  such  be  con*^  ' 
sidered  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  save  only  thai 
Miere  ibey  exceed  the  <]uantity  of  four  hundred  acres, 
Wty  3hall  be  good  for  their  fvhote  quantity,  so  far  as  ' 

tft^  i?uauld  have  been  good  by  authority  of  the  said  <^ .   C 

Orders  of  conncil  -or  entries  in  the  council^books  before  »  . 

the  passing  of  tlie  said  act.  ,      '         ^ 

XX.  And  whereas  many  persons  have  obtained  cer-  Patents  to  it* 
lificates  for  snrveys  of  lands  and  returned  the  same  to  «"®  ^^^J^ 
the  land-office,  and  patents  cannot  issue  for  the  same  aSe'theact 
ttBtU  six,  months  mfter  opeiuiig  the  courts  of  justice,  ofM&yirdl^ 
Wief eby  a  great  proportion  of  landed  property  will  be  <^^«  ^-   . 
Covered  from,  taxation,  and  an  unjust  inequality  in  the 
fi(vblic  bjurde/t$  upon  the  good  people  of  this  common* 
iv^alUit  be  produced:  For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enact-^ 
iif  'X^t  patehU  shall  issue  agreeable  to  all.  certificate^ 
for  surveys  of  land  at  tbe  times  respectively  and -in  the 
liajnner  pradlsed  under  tbe  laws  preceding  the  act  of  ^ 

Ito  Iftst  session  entitled,  "  An  act  preventing  a  djscon- 
^i^^nce  of  the  general  court,  and  suspending  the  pro* 
<ieediugs  of  certain  courts  in  particttlar  cases,''  the^aid 
aeiRotwiih^aiiding.  And  tbe  register  of  the  land-office^   ftegiiter  to. 
shall  deduct  out  of  the  calculation  of  time  for  whieb  aUow  five 
patents  have  heon  ushally  detained,  five  mowliis  aad  months  for 
^  more  for  the  late  occlusio^of  the«oarts,  and  pateats  ^^JJ^J!^ 
AtH  ibrtbwith  issue  ia  all  cases  in  the  usual  manneiv  cohrts. 
tbt'Mtd  rer^ited  act  notwithstanding. 

Xi  ifHd  be^  it  farther  esMteted^  That  iti&ball  not  be  NoiaeceMa« 
necessary  to-  exchange  warranu  for  military  servioe  5j^^  war- 
Pftcformol  last  war,  but  that  ail  locatians  made^under  nrnt^^fbrtni* 
tht  saoie  tiiall  stand  upon  tbe  same  footing  as  those  litarf  ser^ 
otide  nader  treasury  warrants,  and  the  parties  sbalt  be  "^^  ^**      , 
entitled  to  surveys  and  granCs  in  the  same  maaner*       ^^* 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

An  act  to  enable  Henry  M>Cahe  to 
dispose  of  certain  lands. 

I.  WHEREAS  It  is  represented  to  this  [>resent  m* 
_^«einy  neral  assembly,  that  Henry  M^Cabei  some  time  in  tbc 

lih^be  tu.  y^^yf.  Qne  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  depart* 
^'c^iii?  ^d  ^'"=^  ''^^  intestate,  leaving  several  tracts  of  laod  in 
kiKUinLoit.the  county  of  Loudoun,  and  a  lot  and  houses  in  the 
doon  Scloti  town  of  Alexandria,  and*a  very  small  personal  estate! 
bli^fOT  *^^^^  Henry  M^Cabe,  his  only  son  in  this  conntry/bat 
payment  of  administered  upon  and  sold  the  personal  estate,  vniich 
^e  debte  of  is  not  sufficient  t6  pay  the  debts,  and  no  part  of 'flie 
Hc^l^?^  said  lands  can  be  sold  without  the  direction  of  tbc  ge- 
M*cSc,  neral  assembly;  and  the  said  Henry  M'Cabe  bara^ 
4ec^'d#    .       made  application  for  that  parpose, 

II.  Be  it  therefore,  enacted^  That  it  shall  and  mtf 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Henry  M'Cabe,  to  sell  and  dis* 

Eose  of,  for  the  best  price  that  can  be  had,  a  tract  of 
md  containing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acresi  ad-- 
joining  to  the  town  of  Leesburg,  in  the  county 4rf^-I^8fiK 
doun,  also  the  unimproved  lots  in  the  ssdd  tov^  isdd 
^  the  tract  of  land  near  Kittocktin  creek,  of  whidi  ^ 

said  father  died  seised,  and  to  convey  tbe  same%di# 
purchaser  or  purthasers  in  fee  simple,  accounting  fiir 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  lands  anfl 
lots  ia  a  legal  course  of  administration* 
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ICHAP.  XXXI. 

An  act  Jot  regulating  tobacco  fees^  [ciuai.  Bey. 
and  jixing  the  allowance  tp  sher-  ^     *' 
ifis,  witnesses^  and  venire-men.         m  *"^*^' 

.  I.  WHEKEAS  it  has  become  necessary  to  alter  the  y«ii^tiQn  of 
mode  for  fixing  the  rate  at  which  tobacco  fees,  sher-  tobftcco  fMn 
ifl&,  venire-men  and  witnesses  attendance  should  be  dis-  j*i/J^^. 
cbArged  in  money;  Be  H  therefore  enacted^  That  so  vS7 
much  of  the  act  of  assembly  entitled,  ^'  An  act  for  rer 
gulating  the  fees  of  the  register  of  the  land-office,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  as  directs  the  grand  jury  at  the 
October  and  Jane  courts  to  fix  such  rate  in  paper  cur- 
rency, shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed:   And  Tobaccofees 
tiiat  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  persons  to  be  paid  in 
who  now  are,  or  shall  hereafter  become  chargeable  ■J®"^*J12« 
with  any  tobacco  fees  for  services  mentioned  in  the  said  ^|[*'      ' 
recited  act,  or  in  any  other  act  now  in  force,  shall  dis- 
cb^irge  tlif  same  in  transfer  tobacco  notes,  or  in  specie^ 
mi  4he  rate  of ^  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  for  every 
hundred  pounds  of  fross  tobacco. 

IL  And  he  it  fardier  enacted^  That  venire-men,  wit*    Allowmeet 
nesses  and  sheriffs  attending  the  general  court  in  crim-  to  venire- 
inal  cases,,  shall  be  cntided  to  receive  for  that  particu-  ^JilSJ^l^^* 
lar  service,  from  the  treasury  by  warrant  from  the  au-  sheriffi,  au 
ditor6,,lfae  sum  of  seven  shillings  aiyl  six  pence  in  spe-  tending  tte 
cie  for  every  day's  attendance,  and  fimr  pence  per  mile  |^^  • 
for  travellinfr  and  their  ferriages.  crimtaiica- 

scs. 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

An  act  for  laying  ia^es  in  certam 
enumerated  commodities. 

j.uyable  ilT'      I-  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Jlssembly,  That  for 
o!>  modi-     every  free  rain  above  the  age  df  twenty-one  years,  and 
ties.  for  every  slave  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  except 

such  as  by  the  courts  of  the  respective  counties  shall 
have  been  or  may  be  discharged  from  the  county  levy 
on  account  of  age  or  infirmity,  a  list  of  all  which  free 
persons  and  slaves  shall  be  furnished  to  the  commission- 
ers hereafter  directed  by  this  act  by  the  clerk  of  their 
county  court,  half  a  bushel  of  wheat,  or  one  bushel  of 
Indian  corn,  rye  or  barley,  or  five  pecks  of  oats,  shall 
be  delivered  by  him  or  her,  or  by  his  or  her  parent  or 
guardian,  being  an  infant,  or  by  the  owner  of  any  dnvt 
or  slaves,  or  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  owner, 
being  an  infant,  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  car- 
Tax  in  ba-  ^V  ^^'*  ^^^  '"^^  execution, 
con,  for  each      II.    ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  there  shall  be 
free  person,  delivered  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  two  pounds 
of  good  sound  bacon  for  each  free  person  above  tbc 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  for  each  slave  above  tbc 
age  of  sixteen  years,  to  be  paid  by  the  said  persons,  or 
their  parents  or  guardians  as  aforesaid. 
Commiision-      III.  And  for  carrying  this  act  into  execution,  Be  ii 
^yc  u^cf,  ^^^^^^'  '^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  «ach  county  within  this  com- 
liow  ap-        monwealth,  shall,  as  soon  as  possible  aHer  the  publica- 
pointed.        tion  of  this  act,  appoint  two  good  and  discreet  men  of 
their  county,  being  freeholders,  or  in  large  counties  at 
the  discretion  of  the  said  court,  three  persons  as  com- 
missioners to  receive  such  wheat  and  bacon,  or  com- 
modities enumerated  as  aforesaid,  which  commission- 
ers shall  have  power  to  fix  on  so  many  places  (not  ex- 
ceeding three)  in  the  said  county,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
convenient,  for  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  the  said  c<wn- 
.     modities,  having  regard  as  well  to  the  convenience  of 
the  people  as  to  the  purposes  of  safe  storing,  mamifac* 
turing,  and  removal  to  the  public  magazines  any  of  the 
Penalty  on  same. 

crriStasliff       'V-  ^""^  *^  ^  ^«^^«^'  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
to  act  sons  appointed  to  act  as  commissioners  aforesaid  shall 
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refuse  to  serve  in  the  said  office,  or  to  give  bond  to  the 
court  appointing  him  forlhe  faithful  discharge  of  the 
same,  he  or  they  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  specie  each,  recoverable  by  the 
attorney  of  the  county,  who  shall  prosecute  for  the  same 
in  any  county  court  in  ^his  state,  to  be  applied  towards 
lessening  the  county  levy  in  such  county  where  the 
same  shall  be  recovered. 

V.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  court  of  each  Bonda  tg  be 
county  shall  take  bond,  payable  to  the  governor  of  this  *a^^«"  of 
state  for  the  time  being,  in  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  ^^^™*^^^®"* 
pounds,  of  each  commissioner  so  appointed,  for  his 
Jaithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  his  said  office,  an  ^ 
attested  copy  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  clerk 

of  the  said  court  to  the  executive  within  thirty  days  af- 
ter the  execution  of  such  bond;  the  said  commissioners  places  of  de- 
shall  notify  by  advertisements  at  the  most  public  pla-  posit,  how 
ccs  within  the  county,  the  place  or  places  appointed  notifie4. 
by  them  for  the  delivery  of  the  aforesaid  commodities, 
and  shall  have  power  to  procure  store-houses  for  the 
reception  of  the  same,  and  to  employ  or  contract  with 
millers  for  manufacturing  the  said  grain,  and  in  gene- 
ral to  take  all  lawful  and  proper  means  4br  the  safe- 
keeping or  removal  of  the  said  commodities  when  there- 
unto required  by  the  commissioner  of  the  war-office, 
ot  other  lawful  authority,   and  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  storage,how 
said  store-houses  and  other  expences  attending  the  col-  procured, 
lection  or  transportation  of  the  said  commodities,  ei- 
ther with  part  of  the  same,  or  by  selling  so  much  there* 
of  for  cash  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

VI.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^    That  all  persons      commodl- 
chargeable  with  the  above  taxes  may  in  their  option  ties,  dlschar- 
discharge  the  same,  or  such  part  thereof  as  they  may  geableinmo- 
tbink  proper,  by  paying  to  either  of  the  aforesaid  com-  rates.* 
missioners  for  each  bushel  of  wheat  the  sum  of  three 
shillings  specie  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  six  shil- 
lings each,  or  in  other  gold  or  silver  coin  at  a  propor- 
tionable v^lue,  or  six  pence  per  pound  in  like  money 

for  each  pound  weight  of  bacon.      And  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  make  out  a  correct  list  of  all  deficien-        i>iftrci» 
cies  on  the  first  day  of  May,  after  which  time  it  shall  ^^hen  and 
not  be  lawful  for  them  to  receive  any  of  the  commo-  how  to  be; 
dities  or  money  as  aforesaid,  which  list  they  shall  de-  ^ade. 
liver  to  the  sherifi*  of  the  county,  who  shall  have  pow- 
er to  distraia  for  the  same,  if  not  paid  by  the  first  day 
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of  July  next  in  specie  at  tbe  aibresaid  rates  of  three 
shillings  per  bushel  fur  wheat  and  six  pence  per  pound 
for  bacon,  including  an  allowance  thereon  to  the  said 
sheriff  for  collecting  the  same,  of  four  pence  per  bushel 
for  wheat  and  one  penny  per  pound  tor  bacon,  to  be 
paid  by  the  persons  chargeable  with  such  taxes. 
Commistioii.      Vll.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said  com* 
•nt^oHike  missioners  shall  make  a  return  to  the  court  of  their 
'•^'■"l^     county  immediately  aAer  the  said  first  day  of  May,  of 
Sc'exe^-^  all  the  commodities  above  enumerated,  and  also  of  art 
tivc  and  aa-  specie  by  f hem  collected,  and  of  all  balances  due  at 
4itori.  the  period  aforesaid,  and  also  of  all  charges  and  ex* 

pences  incurred  in  the  course  of  the  said  collection^ 
and  shall  also  transmit  a  return  of  the  manner  in  which; 
they  have  executed  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  tfai9 
act  to  the  executive,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  execu- 
tive may  direct,  which  return  shall  be  made  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  June,  and  shall  also  make  relun> 
to  the  auditors  of  the  list  of  balances  delivered  by  them 
Ypirt^yof.  to  the  shenff  to  collect;  and  the  said  commissioners 
dersofeze-  shall  observe  and  comply  wi(h  all  such  orders  and  re-* 
eutive.  gulations  respeeling  the  collection,  removal,  sale  op 

payment  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  commodities  and 
money  collected,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  com^^ 
modities,  a«  the  executive  may  from  time  to  time  di*^ 
rect,  excepting  always  that  the  said  coijp missioners  shall 
have  power  to  apply  so  much  of  the  said  commodities 
or  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  all  expences  of 
storing,  manufacturing  or  removing  the  same,  iochid* 
ing  a  commission  thereon  for  their  own  trouble  at  the 
rate  often  per  centum,  to  be  paid  iu  kind:  And  more- 
over the  said  commissioners  shall  be  exempted  from 
all  militia  duty  for  and  during  the  space  of  six  months, 
to  commence  from  the  day  of  their  appointments  by 
their  respective  county  courts. 
T^iwcr  cf     Vlil.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  tbe  sheriff  shall 
«lMriflrtocUs-  have  the  same  power  to  distrain^  and  be  accountable  in 
ti^nimdbis  ^^  gg^^g  manner,  as  in  the  collection  of  other  liQ|t|^ 
latmny.        ^^  ^j^^jj  ^^^^  ^jj  ^^  money  arising  from  the  said-lilik 
es  into  the  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  WBt 
tember  next.  ... 
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CHAP.  XXXllI. 

An  act  for  ctscerlaining  the  salaries  ^^^^\^^''' 
to  the  oncers  of  civil  government.     ''* 

I.  WHEREAS  the  provision  made  for  the  officers 

of  goverament  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  in  May  Aimual  sal*, 
last,  halh  been  found  inadequate  to  their  services,  as  ries  to  be 
well  on  account  of  the  quantum  as  the  depreciation  be-  pwdquartcr- 
twcen  each  quarterly  payment:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  ^  *"  «pe<^«- 
by  the  General  Assembly ^  That  from  and  after  the  first 
d[ay  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  liundred  and  eigh- 
ty-two4  the  several  officers  herein  after  mentioned  shall, 
for  their  respective  services,  be  entitled  to  the  following 
annual  salaries,  to  be  paid  in  specie  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  in  quarterly  payments,  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  audited  according  to  law:  To  the  governor  Governor, 
or  chief  magistrate,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds; 
to  the  privy  councillors,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  two  ^^**"^"- 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  divided  amongst  them  accord- 
ing to  cfaeir  attendance;  to  the  judges  of  the  high  court  Judges, 
of  chancery,  the  general  court  and  court  of  admiralty, 
each,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  poands;  to  the  treasit-  Treasurer. 
iser,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds;  to  the  attorney  Attorney  ee- 
general,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds;  to  the  audi-  nenO. 
tors  of  public  accounts,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds;  Auditors. 
to  the  commercial  agent,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  commercial 
pounds;  to  the  commissioner  of  the  war-office,  the  sum  a^rent  and 
of  four  hundred  pounds;  to  the  solicitor  general,  the  mitsioner  of 
sttm  of  three  hundi'ed  pounds,  to  the  first  clerk  of  the  ^^^  ** 
couacil,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  to  Solicitor  gc- 
the  assistant  clerk  of  ihe  council,  the  sum  of  one  ban-  neral. 
dred  pounds;  and  to  each  of  the  clerks  of  the  auditors, 
solicitor  general,  commissioner  of  war,  and  treasury,  ^'^**' 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ^(ly  pounds;  to  the  first 
cJedL  of  the  commercial  agent,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds;  to  the  second  clerk  to  the  commercial  agent, 
one  hundred  pomids. 

II.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  salaries  here-  Salari»from 
tofore  allowed  to  the  said  officers  respectively,  shall  be  ^[J^e  1^ 
made  good  to  them  in  specie  from  the  first  daj*  of  July 

last,  aUer  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  hundred 
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pounds  of  tobacco;  and  the  auditors  are  hereby  aulho- 

sised  to  audit  the  same,  and  to  issue  their  warrants  on 

the  treasury  accordingly. 

Former  acU      III.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  other  act  or 

ropcaled.       acts  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be, 

,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 


CHAP.  XXXIV, 

An  act  Jar  allowing  farther  lime  to 
sheriffs  or  collectors  of  taxes  due 
for  the  year  i78l,   and  for  other 
purposes. 

Ppcamblc.      I.  WHEREAS  the  late  invasion,  and  the  ravages 
committed  by  the  British  army,  have  given  such  inter- 
ruption to  the  several  collectors  of  tastes  within  this 
commonwealth,  as  to  prevent,  if  not  render  it  imprac- 
ticable for  them  strictly  to  perform  the  duties  required 
of  them  by  law:   And  whereas  it  is  expedient  tliat  fur- 
ther time  be  given  not  only  to  the  collectors,  but  also 
to  all  persons  within  the  respective  counties  chargeable 
with  taxes: 
Sheriffs  al-      U.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^ 
lowed  a  fur-  ^^^^  ^11  sljciias  oi  coilcciois  of  laXt^  tlut  iiji  the  year 
ther  tiitie  to  .  ,  .,,,.,  %        \\ 

collect  and    0"^  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  be  allow- 
:Account  for    ed  a  further  time  for  collecting,  accounting  for,  and 
taxes  of  1781  paying  into  the  public  treasury,  all  taxes  due  and  pay- 
able for  the  year  aforesaid,  and  they  are  hereby  au-; 
thorised  and  required  to  collect,  account  for,  and  pay^ 
into  the  public  treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  o^ 
April  next  ensuing,  all  taxes  due  by  them  respectively' 
as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  the  same. 
Judgments      III.  And  whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  general  as- 
ftffamstsher-  sembly,  that  judgments  on  niotiou  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
ed*k  dam"-    monwealtU  have  been  rendered  against  several  sheriffs 
ses  remitted  of  counties  whose  collection  of  taxes  in  their  respectivet- 
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coanties  have  been  prevented  as  aforesaid,  and  in  other 
cases  where  the  said  sherilTs  or  collectors  of  taxes  have 
applied  at  the  auditor's  office  and  ha^e  been  ready  to 
make  a  settlement  of  their  said  collections  respectively, 
and  also  where  sheriffs  or  collectors  have  lodged  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  at  his  office,  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  same; 

IV.  Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  all  and  every  such 
case  or  cas^s,  the  respective  sheriffs  or  collectors  shall 
be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  damages  and  in- 
terest, in  the  said  judgments  contained,  and  execution 
thereupon  shall  be  stayed  until  the  said  first  day  of 
April  next  ensuing:  Provided  nevertheless,  That  all 
and  every  sheriff  or  sheriffs,  collector  or  collectors,  a- 
gainst  whom  such  judgments  have  been  obtained,  and 
who  have,  before  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  ac- 
counting for  and  paying  the  amount  of  their  said  tax- 
es, received  the  same  in  their  respective  counties,  do 
forthwith  make  payment  thereof  at  the  public  treasury 
aforesaid,  any  thing  contained  in  any  act  to  the  con- 
trary in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

An  act  to  empower  the  justices  of  Eli- 
zaheth  City  county  to  hold  their 
courts  at  any  other  place  than  the 

,    J  '      m7  "  i  M  Jufitices  of 

court-house  in  the  said  county.         EUzabeth  ci-      ^ 

ty  county,  ^  T 

\.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  the  hoid^'uf^^'*     "" 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City,  courts  out  of 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  hold  their  Hampton, 
sessions  at  such  place  in  the  said  county  as  they  may  ^^^^If  u^«     ^^ 
think  proper,  so  long  as  the  court-house  in  tlie  town  of  there  is  oc-  ^ 
Hampton  shall  be  occupied  by  the  troops  of  our  allies,  cupicd  by  ^ 

as  a  hospital.  the  troops  tf  j|^ 

^  -.  our  allies,  as  yffi 


a  hospital. 


>^t^v.r. 
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CHAP.  XXXVI. 
t^^j  *«^  Ajl  act  lo  regiilale  impresses. 

All  imprc58.  '•  WHEREAS  many  continental  officers,  soldiers, 
v%  prohibit-  commissaries,  quarter-masters  and  other  persons  have^ 
*^*'  upon  pretence  of  a  right  to  impress,  commitled  great 

violences  upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  this  slate; 
and  it  being  the  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple to  protect  them  in  tiie  qaiet  possession  of  their  pro- 
perly: Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  if  any  officer,  sol- 
dier, coounissary,  quarter-master  or  other  person  shall 
presume  to  take  (torn  any  citiien  or  citizens  of  this  com- 
Kxccpiions.    iTdQji^eaUh,  any  part  of  their  property  by  way  of  im- 
Proceedinjcs  P*"^**  tmless  it  be  by  warrant  from  the  ex^utive,  io 
on  illej^al      case  of  actual  invasion,  or  by  sheriffs  bringing  eriiiu*«^ 
imprettet.     nals  to  the  general  court,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  nla^ 
gistrate  in  the  county  where  the  offence  is  committe<^ 
upon  information  on  oath,  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the 
immediate  taking  and  safe-keeping  of  such  ofiender  or 
offenders,  till  they  are  delivered  by  due  course  of  law; 
and  all  county  lieutenanu  and  other  officers  of  the  mi- 
litia are  hereby  enjoined  to  siipport  the  civil  power  in 
securing  and  bringing  such  offenders  to  justice. 


CHAP.  XXXVIL 
■iRsi"  *''''*  ^»^  «ci  to  regulate  the  inspection  of 

Preamble.  I.  WHEREAS  the  law  now  in  force  fortbeinfpeo* 
tion  of  flour,  is  found  insufficient  for  giving  doeencoiH 
ragement  to  so  valuable  a  branch  of  oar  commeroe  itt 
guarding  against  abuses;  and  as  sound  policy  reqohrci 
that  our  flour  trade  should  be  put  upon  a  respectable 
footing,  which  can  only  be  done  by  establishing  such 
regulations  as  will  prevent  the  manufacturer  from  briitf« 
ing  to  market  any  flour  that  will  not  pass  the  pubfic 
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kJsisp^tions  with  credit,  or  entitle  the  merchant  to  pre*^ 
f  ferertce  in  every  foreign  market:  Beit  therefore  enacted    So  much  of 
dy   the  General  Asuembhj,   That  so  much  of  the  act  gj'^J^^ici 
passed  in  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigh-  toflour  rc- 
ty,  as  relates  to  tiie  inspection  of  flour,  be,  and  the  same  pealed. 
y.     is  herehy  repealed. 
7^         II.  And  be  itfctrther  enacted^  That  all  flour,  before  Flour  before 

il  sliall  be  exported,  shall  be  firSt  inspected  and  weigh-  exported 
-     f»d  at  the  public  inspections  of  tax  flf>ur  at  Alexandria,  shall  be  in- 
'^    Fredericksl^urg,   Richmond,   Petersburg   and    West-  'P®^'^**** 
}    Point,  by  the  inspectors  to  be  appointed  under  an  act  places  of  tn« 
^fl   of  this  present  session  of  assembly  for  ascertaining  cer-  spcction. 
'^f   laiii  taxes  and  duties,  and  for  establishing  a  permanent 
?^     revenue,  who  shall   be  allowed   two-pence  per  barrel     F<^eform* 
'^     for  their  trouble,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner.  ^ 

^  III.  And  for  ascertaining  the  condition  of  such  flour  How  banels 

"^   OS  ought  to  pass  inspection,  and  also  the  duty  of  the^^*'®™*^®' 
T   inspectors.  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  barrels  shall  be 
:^    made  of  sound  and  well  seasoned  timber  ofh  sufficient 
"     thickness,  and  be  hooped  with  twelve  hoops,  and  to 
'     contain  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-six,  nor  Contents. 
^'     more  than  two  hundred  and  four  pounds  weight  of  nett        ,      , 
''      flour.  The  inspectors  shall  mark  on  each  cask  by  them  i'ns^pected.^ 
^      inspected,  the  name  of  the  miller,  the  name  of  the  place 
'       where  il  is  inspected,  and  the  quality,  whether  super- 
tine,  fine,  or  seconds;  and  when  the  flour  is  thus  mark- 
ed,  ihey  shall  grant  to  the  owner  a  certificate  of  the    certificates 
number  of  barrels  so  by  them  inspected,  distinguishing  to  be^i«iit- 
therein  the  quantities  and  qualities  of  each  kind,  which  ^'^^ 
shall  entitle  the  owner  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  flour 
fit  for  exportation. 

IV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  for  the  conve- 
niency  of  millers  as  well  as  dippers  of  flour  who  live  O^.^r  pUccs 
inconvenient  to  ihe^public  inspections,  inspectors  shall  ^^n"*^^^ 
be  appointed  at  the  following  places,  to  wit:    New- 
Castle,  York,  Falmouth,  Port-Royal,  Hobb's-Hole, 
Colchester,  Dumfries,  Manchester,  Osborne's,  Poka- 
huntus,  Nomony,  Broadway,  Low-Point  in  Sufry, 
Suffolk,  South-Quay,  and  Norfolk;  and  the  county  ^Vr^'o^t!^ 
courts  in  which  the  above  posts  are,  are  hereby  direct-  ed.        ** 
ed  and  empowered  to  appoint  inspectors,  who  shall 
take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty,  Their  oathr, 
and  shall  receive  the  same  allowance  for  inspection, 
and  b^  subject  to  the  same  penalties  for  neglect,  as  the 
Vol.  I.  N  3 
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■  inspectors  at  Alexandria,  Fredericksburg,  West-Poiiit, 

J^befn"''  Richmond  and  Petersburg:  Provided nevertheUss.Tkai 

spected  at     where  any  merchant  mill  is,  or  shall  be  sitoated  on  na- 

raerchuit      vigable  water  below  the  falls,  that  it  shall  and  mav  be 

millt;  lawful  for  the  o^mer  of  «uch  mill  or  mills,  tocaiitai 

one  of  the  inspectors  of  flour  in  the  county  where  sucb 

mill  is,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  attend  and  inspect 

the  same,  and  grant  certificates  as  in  other  cases. 

Or  at  landing      V.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  all  flour  brought 

'  caricd  by   by  water  to  the  inspections  aforesaid,  m^y  Jbe  inspected 

water.  ^^  ^j^^  landings  for  the  greater  coriveuiency  of  the  owij- 

Flour  ship-  ^^  ^^^  exportation;  and  all  flour  that  shall  be  shippi^ 

ped  unin-      for  exportation  without  being  inspected  as  tteefoire  di- 

sptctcd,  for*  rected,  ^a  certificate  of  which  shall  be  produced  on 

•ute^  ^""^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  "*^*'  ^^^^  ^^^^^  district;  shall  befiabk 

to  be  seized  by  the  said  officer,  and  being  proseculfi^ 

How  to  be  before  the  court  of  the  county  where  the  seizure  is  mait 

proiecutcd.    on  the  information  of  such  officer  and  condemned,  by 

such  court,  shall,  by  the  said  officer,  be  sold  for  Ac 

to  be  f  Jse"    benefit  of  the  state,  who  shall  receive  for  his  reward  teji 

packed,  fiir-  per  centum  on  the  sale?,  and  after  deducting  bis  coor 

felted  to  the  missions,  pay  the  amount  of  such  sales  into  the  trea^u- 

ff  Afosedfor  ^y*  ^^^  ^''  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  found  on  inspection  to 
want  of  g^  be  false  packed,  shall  be  forfeited  and  given  to  the  poor 
casks,  m^  of  the  parish;  and  where  any  shall  be  refused  for  the 
ed  in  m!^'  ^^^^  K^^^  casks,  the  owner  shall  be  at  liberty  to  re- 
pack it  in  good  casks  before  it  is  removed  finom  the 
public  inspection. 
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.      CHAP.  XXXVJU.^ 

An  act  to  recruit  the  Virginia  line  on 
*  the  continental  estaotishmenL 

I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^  That  the  Virginia  line 

Sovernor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  appoint  some  on  cominen. 
iscr^et  officer  or  officers  in  the  respective  counties  **^  ^^^^^^J^*^" 
within  this  state,  to  recruh,  by  voluntary  enlistments,  J^c?uited,for 
any  number  of  soldiers  not  exceeding  three  thousand,  two  ycwrt 
iorthe  term  of  two  years,  or  during  the  warj  each  sol-  ^'^^^^ewar. 
A\et  to  be  not  less  than  five  feet  four  inches  liigh,  not 
being  a  deserter  nor  subject  to  fits,  of  able-body  and 
sound  mind,  fit  for  immediate  service.     For  every  sol- 
dier enlisted  as  above  described  the  recruiting  officer     Recruiting 
sball  be  entitled  to  the  sura  of  forty  shillings  specie,  expenses. 
The  governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  shall  have 
'i)ower  to  advance  any  sum  of  m'oney  necessary  for  the 
full  execution  of  this  act,  either  to  the  officers  afore-  ^^1^^^^^ 
said  or  to  some  other  proper  person  in  each  respective 
county  where  the  recruiting  business  shall  be,  first  tak- 
ing bond  and  good  security  if  necessary,  for  the  faitli- 
ful  application  of  the  same.     The  men  enlisted  shall  be 
entitled  to  subsistence  from  the  day  of  their  enlistment. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted^  That  every  soldier  who  shall 

enlist  to  serve  in  the  continental  army  for  the  term  of  Soldiers,  en- 
two  years  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  {wo^yewor 
of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  paid  down  as  sopu  as  he  is  the  war,  en' 
sworn  for  that  purpose^  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  other  titledtosame 
immunities  that  other  continental  soldiers  are.      The  -^j^^JJi^"^ 
governor,  with  advice  of  council,  shall  appoint  the  place  as  oth^^rcM- 
of  rendezvous,  and  also  a  proper  officer  to  take  a  re*  tinenuis. 
view  of  all  the  troops  that  are  enlisted,  and  shall  order 
the  same  to  be  marched  on  to  join  the  army  with  all 
possible  expedition.      If  upon  a  review  any  soldier 
shall  be  deemed  unfit  for  service,  except  rendered  so 
after  enlistment  by  sickness  or  accident,  the  officer  so 
recroiting  him  shall  be  responsible  for  the  bounty  mo- 
ney, or  find  another  in  bis  room.    The  time  of  service 
shall  begin  from  the  date  of  the  review,  and  not  soon- 
er. 

III.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  where  any  per- 
son shall  furnish  one  able-bodied  man  to  serve  in  the 
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continental  army  for  two  years  or  during  the  war,  and 
^J*®'^^'*';  shall  deliver  the  same  to  any  continental  officer  ap- 
dier  fOT^wo  pointed  to  receive  soldiers  recruited  in  t'tiis  common- 
yean  or  the  wealth  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing; 
wMr»  ezemp-  jmj  ^jso  produce  a  receipt  from  the  commissiooer  of 
Ktta  So^.""'  ^^®  ^'^^  office,  such  person  shall  receive  a  certificate 

for  the  same,  and  shall  be  exempted  from  militia  and 

military  duties  for  and  during  the  terra  of  service  of 

such  substitute. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

A71  act  to  einpower  the  naval  officers 
to  receive  the  duties  in  their  several 
districts. 

Mftval  oM-  1*  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly j  That  al| 
eerttore-  duties  and  customs  which  now  are,  or,  shall  hereafter 
ccije  the  accrue  due  to  this  commonwealth  upon  ships,  goods, 
their  dia-  wares  and  merchandizes,  or  any  other  articles  whatso- 
trictt.  ever,  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  commonwealth,  may 

and  shall  be  paid  to  the  naval  officer  of  .the  district 
where  such  duty  or  custom  is  directed  to  be  paid;  and 
the  respective  naval  officers  are  hereby  required  to  col- 
lect, account  for  and  pay  into  theif^blic  treasury,  the 
amount  of  all  such  duties  or  customs,  according  to  the 
several  acts  imposing  the  same,  and  under  the  pains 
and  penalties  iheitiii  coutaiiied. 
Costiauuce  U.  'dnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  coii- 
ef  act.  tinue  and  be  in  fprce  from  the  passing  thereof  until  the 

.end  of  the  next  general  assembly,  and  no  longer. 
Gooda  im-      II L   And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  where  anj 
f  nT^to^'b     8^^^  ^^^  imported  by  land,  except  for  private  use, 
cntCTcd  witfi  dwc  ^"^'y  s')^"  ^^  ™a<le  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
theahcriff.    wherein  they  may  be  brought,  who  shall  take  bond 
from  the  importer  to  pay  the  duties  agreeable  to  tte 
lime  prescribed  by  law. 
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CHAP.  XL. 

An  act  for  ascertaining  certain  taxes  f^j'^/j";  **^: 
and  duties^  and  for  estahlishing  a 
permanent  revenue. 

I.  BE  it  enacUdly  the  General  Assembly,  '^^^^^  ^"^^^  ^^^^^^^' 
slierifT,  and  in  case  There  shouk!  be  no  shcrifl*,  ihe  first  tsS^ow  to 
acting  mag^lstrale  of  each  county  within  this  common-  be  appoiau 
wealth,  shall  annually  appoint  some  day  in  the  month  «^ 
of  February,  or  at  any  time  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
the  next  succeeding  month,  if  prevented  from  holding 
such  courts  in  the  said  month  of  February  by  any  ac- 
cidents, from  and  after  the  paSvsing  of  this  action  which 
a  court  shall  be  held  in  his  said  county,  and  the  said 
sheriir  or  magistrate,  as  the  case  may  be,  ^hall  give  no- 
tice thereof  to  the  justices  and  to  the  clerk  of  his  said 
county,  who  shall  attend  at  the  court-house  thereof  on 
the  day  appointed,  if  fair,  if  not,  on  the  next  fair  day, 
and  the  said  justices  shall  then  and  there  appoint  three 
reputable  freeliolders  resident  in  their  said  county,  to 
be  commissioners  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  all  lands 
within  the  same,  except  the  lands  belonging  to  the  said 
commissioners,  which  shall  be  valued  by  two  justices 
to  be  appointed  by  the  respective  courts,  who  shall  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner,  and  be  allowed  the  same  pay 
and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  as  directed  in  the 
case  of  commissioners  by  this  act,  which  said  commis- 
sioners, before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  office, 
shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit: 
"  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm  as  the  case  '^**«*'^  ^^*^ 
may  be)  that  1  will  truly,  candidly  and  impartially  as- 
certain and  fix  the  value  of  the  several  kinds  of  land 
within  my  county,  as  the  same  shall  be  worth  in  spe- 
cie, if  sold  for  ready  money,  separately  from  other 
lands,  after  giving  reasonable  public  notice,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  judgment:  So  help  roe  God-"  Which 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  administered  by  any  ma-  xheir  duty, 
gistrate  Within  the  coui\|y,  and  the  two  commissioners 
first  named  in  the  appointment  of  the  court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  take  an  account  in  writing  of  the  quantity  of 
land  belonging  to  all  persons  within  their  said  county^ 
except  as  before  excepted,  and  also  of  the  name  of  the 
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proprietor  or  proprietors. thereof,  and  shall  ascertaiii 
the  value  of  the  said  lands  by  the  acre,  computing  the 
same  b}'  an  average  of  the  value  of  the  quantity  con- ' 
Lands  and  tained  in  each  tract  or  parcel  of  land  separately,  lots 
lotttobe       in  any  town  excepted,  which  shall  be  valued  separate- 
rained  with- |y  f^^^  qjIj^^  lands,  and  with  due  regard  to  their  situ- 
b^itdinffs.      aliou;  and  where  any  lands  or  lots  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
Bulcs  of  Oct.  valued  pursuant  to  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  done 
1777,  6  2,  to  without  having  regard  to  any  buildings  or  other  ina- 
be  observed,  pr^jyements  thereon.  And  in  all  valuations  of  land  pur- 
suarrt  to  this  act,  the  same  rules  and  regulations  shaU 
be  observed  with  respect  to  and  between  landlords  and 
tenants  (unless  the  contract  between  them  shall  be  spe- 
cially otherwise)  and  the  same  discount  for  quit-rents 
on  the  lands  in  the  Northern  Neck  as  are  directed  by 
the  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-se- 
ven, entitled,  "  An  act  for  raising  a  supply  of  money 
How  vAcan.  ^^^  ^^^  public  exigencies."     And  in  case  of  the  death 
ciesinthe     Of  inability  of  either  of  the  two  commissioners  firfet 
commission    named,  the  liiird  commissioner  shall  then  proceed  to 

pUcd.  ^"^^  ^^^  *"  ^^^  ^^^^^'  ^"'^  ^"  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^*  ^^  inability 
of  any  two  or  all  of  the  said  commissioners,  the  first 
magistrate  acting  in  the  said  county  shall,  by  warrant 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  appoint  other  reputable  frefer 
iiolders  in  his  said,  county  to  act  in  their  stead;  whtch 
warrant  shall  be  directeil  to,  and  executed  by  the  sher- 
iff of  tiie  said  county,  who  shall  return  the  same  to  the 
next  succeeding  court,  there  to  be  recorded  as  the  act 
of  the  said  court:  And  the  persons  so  appointed  shall 
take  the  oath  as  above  mentioned,  and  shall  perform 
the  duties  required  of  commissioners  by  this  act,  either 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  as  the  case  may  require.  And 
where  any  two  commissioners  acting  pursuant  to  this 
act  shalt  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  any  land 
or  lots  as  aforesaid,  the  two  sums  shall  be  added  to-* 
gether  and  one  half  thereof  shall  be  taken  for  thevatu^ 
Penalty  on  of  said  land  or  lots.  And  if  any  proprietor  or  propri- 
P^P^^'J^"  etors  of  lands  or  lots  as  aforesaid,  his,  her,  or  their 
give  accQUEi  tenant,  attorney,  or  overseer  residing  upon  the  land  of 
•f  lands.  lots  aforesaid,  or  in  case  of  any  infant  or  infants,  fais^ 
her  or  their  guardian,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  givt 
an  account  of  the  quantity  of  lands  or  lots  held  by 
any  of  them  or  under  their  respective  management, 
within  the  time  limited  for  the  commissioners  to 
make  return  of  their  proceedings  according  to  Cfaii 
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act,  such  person  or  persons,  so  refusing  or  neglecting 
a$  aforeiaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hun* 
dred  pounds,  recoverable  by  information  in  any  coun- 
ty court  within  this  common weahli,  to  be  applied  to* 
wards  lessening  the  county  levy,  where  the  same  shall 
be  recovered;  and  the  said  land  or  lots  sliall  be  liable 
to  i^ouble  taxes  upon  the  quantity  when  duly  ascer- 
tained, or  on  the  estimation  of  the  said  commissioners, 
jp  the  list  returned  by  them.  And  the  said  commis-  commission- 
sioners  shall  make  out  a  fair  list  of  the  names  of  the  er^dutyin 

! proprietors  of  lands  or  lots,  the  quantity  of  land  aiK)  returning^ 
ots  belonging  to  each  proprietor,  and  the  value  there-  Jo\he  detk 
of,  in  separate  columns,  and  return  the  same  to  the 
clerk  of  the  court  of  their  said  county,  on  or  before  And  of 

the  first  day  of  June  annually;  and  the  said  clerk  shall  cleristherc- 
fijc  the  same  in  his  office,  and  shall  make  out  therefrom  ^"* 
three  fair  copies,  one  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts,  at  their  office,  by  the  said 
clerk,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  in  each  year, 
one  other  copy  to  be  set  up  iu  the  court-house  of  the 
bounty  on  the  next  succeedrng  court  day,  and  the  other 
to.be  delivered  to  the  sheriflf  or  collector  of  public  tax- 
es in  the  said  county,   on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
June  annually.      Aiid  each  commissioner  shall  be  al- '  Allowance 
lowed  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings  per  day  for  the  time  to  commis. 
he  shall  be  actually  employed  in  performing  the  duties*^®"*"* 
required  of  him  by  this  act,  the  account  of  which  shall 
be  allowed  on  oath  by  the  court  of  the  county,  and  cer- 
lifiecl  by  the  clerk  thereof  to  the  sberifi'or  collector  of 
the  public  taxes,  for  payment  out  of  the  public  money  ^^^^^     . 
in  his   bands.      And  tlie  court  of  each  county  shall 
make  such  allowance  to  the  clerk  and  sheriff  of  their 
said  county  for  the  services  required  of  them  as  afore- 
said, as  tliey  shall  think  reasonable,   which   shall  be 
certified  and  paid  in  manner  aforesaid;  and  all  such 

f)ayments  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  sheriff  or  col- 
ector,  by  the  auditors  of  public  accounts,  on  passing 
the  accounts  of  the  same.      And  when  any  sheriff,  jus-    Penaltv  on 
tice, ,  clerk  or  commissioner  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  "hcriffj  J«J*- 
perform  the  duties  required  of  them  respectively  as  ^5'^^,^^. 
above  mentioned,  such  person  or  .persons  shall  forfeit  sioner. 
and  pay  for  such  refusal  or  neglect,  the  sum  of  one     ^^^  *°  he 
hundred  pounds  in  specie,  recoverable  on  informatbn  approprta- 
in  any  county  court  wittUn  this  commonwealth,  who  ted. 
shall  thereupon  enter  jadgment  and  award  ex^ution 
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fin*  tbe  9.aid  penalty,  to  be  applied  towards  jesseea^ 
the  county  levy  where  the  same  shall  be  recovered? 
Provided  nevertheless^  That  the  parly  shall  have  ten 
Two  sets  of  days  previous  notice  of  soch  ipformation:    Provid^^ 
commission.  qIsq^  That  where  there  sljall  be  two  or  more  battaliom, 
tv^o^aua!-    °^  tnihtia  in  any  county,  the  court  o(  the  said  county 
ions  of  mill,  may,  if  they  $ee  cause,  appoint  three  commissioner^  fof 
t'a«  the  district  of  each  battalion,  who  shall  in  all  respects 

be  governed  in  tlicir  respective  districts  by  tbe  direc- 
tions of  this  act,  for  the  commissioners  of  counties 
Tbe  taxc4.  II.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  hfi. 
collected,  paid  and  distrained,  for  the  tax  of  one  pound 
for  every  hundred  pounds,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
t\ery  greater  or  lesser  sum,  oi  the  valuation  of  all  • 
an   lax.      j^^j^  ^j  j^^^^  ^^  ^1^^  ^^^^^^  ^j^^U  ^^  returned  by  the 

commissioners  to  the  clerk  of  each  county  within  this 
commonwealth;  also  a  tax  of  ten  shillings  by  every 

Poll-tax.  /.  t  1*1  r  a        »/  «K 

free  male  person,  above  the  age  ol  twenty-one  yea^^ 
Tax  on  ^^^  ^^^''  ^^  ^  citizen  of  this  commonwealth,  and  also 
•laves.  upon  all  slaves,  to  be  paid  by  the  owners  thereof^  ex- 

cept-such  free  persons  and  slaves  as  shall  be  exemplecl 
Horses.         on  applications  to  the  respective  county  courtsi  through 
age  or  infirmity;  also  two  shillings  for  every  horse» 
*^^  ^'         mare,  colt  and  mule;  also  three  pence  per  head  for  all 
^Tiares      "^^^  cattle;  also  five  shillings  per  wheel  for  all  coacbes^ 
chariots,  phaetons,  four-wheeled  chaises,  stage  wag- 
gons for  riding  carriages,  chairs  and  two-wbeeled  chair 
Billiard  ta-  ses;  also  fifty  pounds  for  every  billiard-table  and  fi^ve 
^OiSi        r   P<^w"ds  for  every  ordinary  licence;  which  said  taxes 
ccncesT'^  ^'  ^^^^^  ^^  P^'d  annually  in  the  manner  bereia  aAer  di- 
rected. 
Justices  to      III.  And  for  the  regular  listing  of  all  articles  enu- 

''^  *PP?;"^"    merated  above,  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  court  of  every 
edto  take  ^  '     t        i    n    j*   '  i       i  •    .  "^ 

lists  of  taxa-  county  respectively  shall  divide  the  same  mto  conve- 

ble  articles,    nient  precincts,  and  annually  before  the  tenth  day  of 

April,  appoint  one  of  the  justices  for  each  precinct  to 

take  a  list  of  the  said  enumerated  articles  therein;  ^lul 

every  such  justice  shall,  before  that  day,  give  publii^ 

notice  of  his  being  so  appointed,  and  at  what  place  or 

Andrctam  P'^^^^  ^^  intends  to  receive  the  lists,  by  advertising  tbi 

them  to  the   same  at  the  most  public  places  within  his  precinct,  ant) 

cterk.  shall. accordingly  attend  on  the  said  tenth  day  of  Ap|n\ 

if  it  be  not  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  next  day,  ana  on 

or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next  following  shall  df- 

liver  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  together  witb.tW 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NOVEMBER  t^i:-^efli  or  CJOfttMONWEALTH.      SQSr 

vOckAefs'byhim  takrn,  a  fair  ]\n  of  the  naihes  6tM 
frfee  mak  persons  above  the  age  of  twdnty-one  years 
ad  aforesaid,  and  resident  wtthin  his  ^id  precinct,  and* 
of  the  names  of  at!  staves,  specifying  to  whotn  they  be^ 
long;  and  also  the  number  of  neCt  cattle,  horses,  mares, 
ciAis  and  mules;  wheels  for  riding  carriages  above  spe- 
cified 111  this  act,  biHiard-tabies  and  ordinary  Ikences; 
whichr  said  enumerated  ardcles  shall  be  placed  under 
the  names  of  the  persons  to  whoirt  they  belong,  and  the  ^«^  - , 
said  clerk  shall  nte  the  same  in  his  office,  and  shall  2JJJ^^*^ 
make  out  three  fair  copies  A'om  all  the  lisu  so  taken 
and  delivered  to  him,  and  shall  dispose  of  the  same  in 
like  manner  and  witliin  the  same  time  as  is  herein  be* 
6)1*6  directed*  in  the  case  of  the  returns  made  by  the     m.  .n^   ' 
commissioners  ifbr  the  valuing  of  lands,  and  the  said  ^ncetftdpt^ 
chtk  slialt  be  allowed  for  his  services,  and  shall  receive  nal^. 
payment  in  the  same  manner  as  is  proTvided  therein,  '         .    ,, 
antt  •  he  shall  moreover  be  subject  to  the  same  |)enalty, 
whibh  shall  be  recoverable  and  applied  in  the  manner 
Ihbtein  also  directed;  and  the  sheriff  or  col lectof  shall  * 
b#  altdwed  the  same  in  passing  his  accounts  with  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts.     And  if  any  justice  so  ap^ 

f)Qinted  shall  refuse  to  take,  or  shall  fail  to  return,  such  '^^^^^j£^ 
ist'  and  vouchers  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  \ng, 
two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  for  the  use  of  the  coun-  " 
if  «rhere  such  failure  or  refusal  shall  be,  towards  les-  ' 
senifig  the  county  levy,  to  be  recovered  by  information 
in  tiny' county  court  nithih  this  commonwealth,  giving 
tta  days  Police  of  such  information  to  the  party.    And  ' 
that' every  master  or  owner  of  a  family,  or  In  his  ah^  . .    * 
$)f Rce  or  non-residence  at  the  plantation,  his  or  hef  prieton  •• 
agent,  attorney  or  overseer,  shall,  on  the  said  tenth  day  veneer^  &c. 
of  April,  by  a  list  unc^r  his  or  her  hand,  deliver,  or  •^*'»?  to 
caiie  to  be  dellvei^,  to  tlie  justice  appointed  for  that  SJintlTof* 
pv^einct,  the  names  and  number  of  all  tithable  person^  uxalilepr» 
abkhng  In  or  belonging  to  his  or  her  family  the  ninth  P^rty. 
4i^(E$f  April,  also  the  nlimber  of  his  or  her  nett  cattle, 
bors^  mares,  colts  and  mules,  wheels  for  riding  car- 
ris^es'as  herein  before  mentioned,  biHiard  tables  and  ' 
oroiharfy  licences;  or  the  master  or  owner  thereof,  or  .,     • 

ia  tise  of  hw  ot  her  absence  or  non-residence  upon  th^    *    '      "  ; 
plMtalion,  the  overseer,  shall  be  adjudged  a  concealer   ' 
of  ^uch  akid  so  many  artides  above  enumerated  as  shall 
not'  be  listed  anA  given  in,  and  for  every  article  so  con-  * 
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CMikd,  liigB  fbrfi^  and  pay  ft^  tandbedpmnidMtaV' 
baCco,  to  bt  recoYered  by  infiH'aMrtkm  in  a«y  iSMMy 
coort  widuo  this  commmiwetMif  for  the  ascfof^ 
county  where  suoh  eoBeeaiflieat  sbtti  be,  fiir  leiirtiil% 
the  county  levy.     And  when  any  of  the  ortictes  ^^^'^ 
enumerated  sludi  not  be  listed  and  gWen  in  as  lafdm- 
said,  the  master  or  owner  shall  be  subjectrto  tlie  pvjr* 
tsent  of  the  taxes  in  the  same  ouinmir  as  if  thedaihe 
had  been  duly  listed  and  given  in.    And  Ifaiiyjwitiec 
^  appointed  to  take  the  list  of  articleft  above  tneiAjMed, 
shall  not  truly  enter  and  list  att  those  wliioh  beliM>g^ 
•  himself  in  that  precinct,  in  which  the  list  isiakanrby 
Mm,  he  shall  be  judged  a  concealer,  and  ehall  feiftit 
and  pay  for  every  article  so  conoealedf  one  ttoiwafcd 
,    ^   .     pounds  of  tobacco,  to  be  applied  ai^l  recm*ered  ea«- 
SlST  m*^bc  *^""*^<'-   Pnmded  niv€rthdes$,  That  if  any  owfitr, 
s«vea!^^      ^ent,  attorney  or  overseer  shall  happen  by  wekflMi»r 
absence,  or  ignorance  of  the  person  or  plaee^  tO'cMait 
delivering  his  or  her  list  on  the  said  tenth  day  m(  Apfil, 
to  the  justice  appointed  to  take  thasame,  it  shdlllK 
lawful  for  such  person  to  deliver  or  send  bis  #v  heHbt 
to  the  house  of  such  justice  at  any  thne  be(bre4leQrlast 
^^y  ^'' ^  ^'^  "^^0^^*  which  shall  diseharge  ItiaeMr 
her  from  the  penalty  aforesaid.  *-4 

ikHMk  for  *    IV.    And  -for  the  collecting  and  aceoantt0gjlbr'-4e 
^^^^^  taxes  imposed  by  this  act,   Be  ii  enaeied^  Thifftte 
taken  of        co*''^  ^^  every  county  within  this  common weaWl^re- 
shcriffsi        spectively,  shall^  in  or  befbre  the  month  of  M«rf  jtiju 
ally,  take  bond  of  the^eriff,  with  sufident  aecai%^ 
in  the  penalty  of  ten  thousand  -pounds,  payable  eo»tbe 
treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  for-the  tiawMiigi'^Qd 
his  successors,  for  the  nse  of  this  cowiJwmertttv^ftad 
conditioned  for  the  true  and  failhfiil  cofliMting;;  P^9^ 
and  accounting  for  all  taites  in  his  cdunlly  heiwy  4^ 
A  c^y  sent  po^c^t  >^nd  the  said  bond  shaH  be  recorded  in  lila«€iltft 
«e  the  «ii<ii-  where  the  same  is  taken,  and  an  attested  copy  ^iWMif 
*^  Tjj**^**.    shall  be  transmitted  by  the  respective  clertir^NtliiMt 
dence^  ^^^  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^  auditors  of  public  accounts,  i^idl  i 
admitted  as  evidence  in  any  suit  or  proceeding*! 
Whea  tke  ed  thereon.     And  the  said  sheriff  sbaliy  fromnMI  I 
»^VJ^*   the  tenth  day  of  Jane  ammally,  c<rfiectaiid  r^ec«itPrl 
^llMScd.     ^f  I  ^^  ^^^^  person  and  persons  rhir|rrnllhi  IhuiWith, 
the  taxes  imposed  by  this'  act  in  his  said  cwwiiMjUijIiMl 
^hea  dis-  ^°  ^^  payiftetit  be  ncA  made  or  flMeiv«i*'«d«iflr%lbtt 
trained  for.  die  fiNt  day  of  July  wiuiHy/tbai^i  ihe^lliiUlfcve 
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ipbioir skall  ^ibvntfl  iipon  tlic  laods,  aiKt  in  the  posses-  ^^^^^  ^ 
moiB^  i}M»efArsm  soiiulebted  or  failing,  iiol#ithstmiid^  to  ad^rt^ 
lllg^:fiii0h  imdSf  slaves,  good»  of  ehatteisj  shall  be  com-  and  teU. 
IHNWd  in^Aoy  dted  or  mortgage;  and  if  the  owner  tbera* 
afj^iajl  not  pay  tlie  taxes  due  fcithin  five  days  aftur- 
Mih^ distress^  such  sheriff  or  coHector  shall  and  may 
iM^CsHy  sdl  .the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be     * 
ittficieiit  to  discharge  the  said  taxes  and  the  charges  of 
^Hdrefis  and  eale,  ^ying  six  days  notice  of  the  day  and 
p)0C»  of  sale,  by  a^ertising  the  same  at  the  church  or 
#tbaj9.public  places  in  the  parish  wherein  such  distress 
ahftti  be»  on  the  next  Sunday  after  the  expiration  of  the         " 
Mid  Ave  days,  which  sale  shall  be  good  and  effeetuat 
ia  Jaw,  against  al)  persons  whatsoeirer:  Provided^  That  Direction  ia 
in  all  cases  where  any  ehertff  or  collector  shall  make  c4ie  of  knda 
aainite  of  any  lands  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  shall  give  ^^■^'^f^ff ; , ; 
fttJeast/our  weelds  notice  in  the  public  papers  before 
•wy  sale  ^M  be  made  of  the  same;  and  where  other 
«afikk»t  e&cts  can  be  had  ^reon^  distress  shall  not 
JiM^ade<^such  lands:  Provided  idwayt^  That  where    Penalty  for 
lUMPtasonable  seixores  or  distresses  shall  be  made,  the  unreMon*- 
^wf^^gweved  shall  have  an  action  against  the  ^""iff  ^JVJJJJ^* 
or  collector,  and  shall  recover  full  costs  where  any  da- 
s  .meges  shall  be  given;  and -the  said  sheriff  or  collector  sbetHTwhen 
•  shall  duly  account  for  and  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  to  AfietAmt  A 
•Cj^nmonwoakb,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Septem-  W  *■••* 
<bec  anaiiaUyi  the  full  amount ^f  all  taxes  imposed  in. 
^iA»  saidcDiuiity,  detiacttng^therefrom  an  allowance  f^    ^  \ 

nmalveDis,  and  such  other  allowances  as  this  act  directs  ^^^  ^  •^         \ 
,$o  be  made,  and  five  per  centum  for  his  commissions^  \ 

.  ihereap^  aodbeforeany  allowance  shall  be  made  in  the  commiMionf  \ 

C9^  oCitOsohrents,  the  sheriff  shall  return  a  list  thereof  \ 

^.thecotirt  of  his  saidnrounty,  and  shall  make  oath   ^  imoWen- 
itwtlhas-same  is  a  true  list  of  insolvents  within  hiscouor  ^^J^^  *** 
,  ^aa  attested  copy  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
iliidiitors  of  public  accounts  by  the  sheriff,  and  the  same 
itffii  by  Ibem  be  allowed  in  passing  the  accounts  of 
aush. sheriff.    And  in  case  the  said  sheriff  shall  fsil  to     ^^^ 
tc^mnt  for  and  pay  into  tbe  treasury  as  aforesaid,  the  eaaOad  i^ 
jttaB0y.or  other  articles  iit  lieu  thereof,  imposed  by  this  gstnttfer 
«4i^^aQd  received  by  him  for  taxes,  every-  such  delin-  «^'<"*'  j 

^pieni  sheriff  or  eolkdor,  shall  be  lisUe  to  a  judgment 
,t9ailist  bio^OB  motion  to  be  made  by  tbe  solicitor  or  -^^^^ 
^f^jbtryVEiM  ^ffMHed  j^  thai  fwrpass,  at  avy  time 
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Qolttbcr,  ftfter  toch  Mkire,  for  the  tunowcof  ihe  lasM 

d«^  md  lea  per  oeDlvjB  for.  iuterett  and  d««ifl(g^  t£M 

the  life  of  ihe^wsomFcakk;  aod  tbereupqa  ex^miMi 

9kuAl  'mot.    And  ibeie  sliell  fae  paid  by  «il  ood  ewty 

l*r^*^  peruMi  e»d  parsw^  cburgealil?  therawWi,  to  ihe  '»hef4ff 

■V  «>•?•»    ^  e^lteolof  o£  the  same,  the  taxes  hefeiii- before  earn 

Mtreledi  wbkh  $9M  uxes  shell  bje  p«td  io  Spnoieli 

aulled.doUeraal  die  rate  of  3ik  shitlings  eaoK  oc.hi 

eiber  ^wrtemi  gold  or  silver  coin  at  a  proportioaoee. 

lue,  or  iH  ibe  bilk  of  credit  heffeioafier  memiooedy 

in  tocb  produce  of  lhis,coiiim0iiweallb,  ai  stich.K] 

Whit  pro*  aodin  sochoianEier  and  proportion,  as  is  hereto  «Atf| 

f^^^  ^    tMBlWNied,  to  win  one  teniti  part,  or  two  shittiqgifcig 

goldor^^.    the  poimd,  of  thetax  on  laod^  shall  be  payable  ai.iliii 

v«^  %  what  opiiop  ^  the  persons  paying  the  said,  tax,  in  ibo  kelb 

fa  eett^     of  ere^  emitted  on  the  ibods  of  this  coefUHonfreakb 

{^  ^^    asd  the  <aidi  of  the  Uniied  States  as  pledged  hf  the 

^'^        ^    resolfltioas  pi  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  MaeeK  ^ 

Ibe  year  one  thopsand  seven  hundred  and  eiglttyf  mti 

Ib^  interest  due  on  (he  said  bills  shaU  be  coQ»piiiedaMi 

.    '  aUoe^ed  to  the  peyer  at  Ibe  tine  <»f  payoKiii  theitaC 

\  Ibr  tbo^dlax:  And  tbeeaid  bills  of  cwdii  sg e ccebaij 

aball  be  paid  into  the  tr^ksnry  and  not  re-iesntd, .bat 

ihoU  renain  in  the  treasury  to  be  bnroi  and  destrojpeA 

^ihse  tsxet,  4^  all  other  taxes  on  articles  ennmerated  as  aforeaajd^ 

^1^^    <^'be  paid  b^  this  act  (except  tlie  tax  on  land)  shiM>be 

btcoo»iMmpi  piayabl^  (at  4lie  option  of  the  payer)  ooe^baJf  .thereof 

er  flour.       in  specie;  tobacco  or  hemp,  %vA  the  other,  half  in<spl»> 

0ie^  lahoipfie^  henp  or  Aour,  to  wiu   In  iaspectora  m- 

ceipcs  m  notes  for  good  merchantable  crop  .lebacoo^ 

tiOt-infpeGled'more  than  one  year -whan  odered  ta  pa(j»- 

aMnt,  at  the  rate  of  twenty^ five  shilKagi  per  InwchMri, 

with  an  ^lowance  of  twelve  shillings  and  sis-peaee  fiir 

jnepoGteott  and  cask,  or  io  transfer  receipts  tMTYioiet^br 

mbacco  ai  tb^  rate  of  one  hundred  and  six  poapdaAir 

one  hundred  pomiik  ol*  crop  tobacco,  at  aay*pnllli^aih 

«paalion*wi(biu  this  com moaweahi^  or  10  *  iiiepeeeMs 

srece^)U  ftr  notes  for  eoond,  clean  and  mercMMsb^ 

'ben^p,  delivered  ,ai  the  wareboases  providod  mrtalie 

Cf  ided  for  4he  reception  thereof,  at  the  tawnaiof^ 
indria,  Eredericksburg*  Bkhnrond,  riiiMshneii  lial 
^Ih^^  W^^PomHwhidisaideeeeiplsofiMaaiorhm^sMI 
blisb^       Ik  .racatvad  in  disohaMe  ef  taxes^^aoaoidiqg  s^lMacpl, 
•i4be«ai»^fi%  abittsigs  per  kiiadisij)  nffnoai^ii 
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Ittfcwes,  pfovtded  or  to  be  provided  by  the  fndpectortf 
and  i^im»  of  bempjit  ihe  aforesaid  ttwriw  intiasks,'  ^h^^^, 
IhmI  not  inapeettd  more  ihan  three  moiitb^,  when  o&r^  uiibed. 
j9d  m  payment^  at  the  rate  of  »ixieen  shillings  and  eiglil 
peme  per  bondred,  with  an  allowance  of  two  sliUtings  , 

pftd  %h:  pence  for  cask  and  inspection;  and  any  persori  | 

0r  persons  chargeable  with  taxes  by  this  act,  and  p«y^  < 

|Hg  the  same  in  the  manner  herein  dbtcted,  shail  b«  . 

4i^h«rgiKl*tbereof,  and  may  demand  and  receive  of  j 

llie  .sheriff  or  collector  ^  receipt  or  discharge  accord^ 
imglyt  PtavidUd  neeerlWew,  That  the  gorernor,  Mrith  p^,^^^-^ 
tbesihrieeoftbepri^y  council,  may  appoint  sach  other  vorhor/t^ 
place  or  i^laces,  person  or  persons,  for  the  reception  fif  to  sppotnt 
^toiir  pariu^nr  to  thisact^  as  the  exigencies  of  tbiscom^  other  pltces. 
aaenif faith  $bail  reqirire,  and  tiie  notes  or  receipts  of 
Moh  per8ipf>9  shall  pass  in  payment  of  taxes  in  the  maUi* 
Mr  heretii  before  directed,  for  paying  the  notes  of  th# 
teceWvrs  of  flour,  on  public  account    And  the  treasti«  T'!*'^'^  ^ 
fC»  for  the  time  being  shall  make  out  a  fair  list  of  lilte  of>^^ 
raeeipfr  so  paid  into  ttie  treasury  for  taxes  as  aforesaid;  to  (^  ^ 
aod  shall'deliver  the  same,  duly  certified,  to  the  gorer^  Temor,  who 
vor  of  tfcfa  commonwealth,  if  bo^  with  the  tdviee  of  th6  th**Lte5^ 
pilvy  CMiflci),  shall  direct  the  sbid  tobacco,  hemp  md  Secomme^. 
Aour  td  be  sold  from  thiie  to  time  as  occasion  may  re^  <fities. 
I^re;  far  current  gold  or  silver  coin,  which  shall  be 
fbi^dt#ith  p«id  into  the  treasury,  or  otherwise  to  dis«> 
pote  of  the  said  hemp,^  tobacco  and  flour  in  payment  of 
the  debts  and  contracts  of  this  commonwealth,  on  the 
bes^  term$  that  can  be  obtained,  in  like  manner  as  if 
dfe«ame  had  been  current  gold  and  siher  coin  aclti^ 
idly  paid  into  the  treasury,  having  a  doe  regard  to  the 
Appropriations  which  are  or  shall  be  made  of  the  re- 
venae  of  the  commoQwealtli,  arising  from  this  act,  by 
die^^eral  assembly.    And  the  courts  of  the  counties  f^^^^^ 
respectively  in  which  the  aforesaid  towns  of  Atexan-  iB^is^c*' 
drift^  IWericksburg,  Richmond,  Petersburg  and  West-  tors  of  flour. 
P'dim  shall  be,  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to 
peotMe  good  abd  suffi^nt  warehouses  for  the  ston^  ^^^  P^*' 
of  bemp  and  flour  according  to  thisact,  and  to  appoint 
#ne  or  two  reputable  persons  as  the  case  may  requite 
i$khim  the  said  towns  respectively^  for  the  receiving, 
kafe  keeping  and  delivering  of  the  sAid  hemp  and  flour 
tm  public  account,  and  for  iospecltng  the  said  hemp; 
iibt|  iti  the  receipts  gtvea  by  themi  ee  either  of'  thefb, 
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*    veriag  (be  sane,  the  mmberwA  quaaaiy  i)£i»9C|hJmi* 
die  of  b^mp,  aod  tbe  warciioose  iHiaiber  and  neMtiyAigbt 
of  each  barrel  of  inspected  floar  received*  fDr#Rt«Msl| 
the  inspectors  loanrfest  sball  be  produced  «ukI  fifed  «^ 
ibfe  said  warehouse' as  a  voucher, 'to  prove  (he  MMpia^ 
lion  thereoi;  befoi>e  the  delivery  by  the  oa»er«.    Amt 
the  said  coorts  respectively  shall  make  such  reaioiuir 
ble  allowance  to  the  inspectors  or  receivers  aUMPesatd^ 
for  their  services,  a*  they  shall  think  proper^  andsM^ 
certify  the  same  to  tbe  auditors  of  public  accooB<$,  4iwt 
all  other  expences  attending  tbe  said  ,warebouses9.4iBf 
the  receiviDg  and  delivering  of  the  hemp  and  A<m,i9r 
(ftresaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  certi&ed  in  like  Momim 
aad  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  money  iu  the  pubUc  t»¥%- 
aiuy  arising  from  the  sale  thereof.    And  the  ^d.  i|^ 
sectors  or  receivers  of  hemp  and  flour  shall)  he&m 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  give  bond  it# 
-   reasonable  penalty,  payable  to  the  treasurer  fsvtflb^Mmf 
'    bemg,  or  to  his  successors,  for  the  use  of  the  cdmmia^ 
wealth,  cotiditioned  for  the  due  and  faithful  ptsfomm^ 
fit  the  duties  required  of  them  by  4aw,  in  the  eJ&fSf^ium 
of  their  said  office;  and  in  case  of  failure  in  any  coMi 
iftsp^or  or  receiver  respectively  as  aforesaiiit  |$i#i 
.    PQiurt  sball  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  k  fiRviA" 
ed  in  tbe  case  of  courts  neglecting  or  refu^iiig  ^04i^ 
point  commissioners  by  this  act,  to  be  recovai^.a^ 
applied  in  like  manner;  and  such  inspector  or  reoeeiF^ 
shall  be  liable  to  damages,  upon  the  action  of  the  fwir 
Xy  grieved,  and  shall  moreover  forfeit  aad  pay  the.JHtyi 
of  one  hundred  poui^ds,  recpvemble.  hi  any  fTNuity 
i^ourt,  for  the  use  of  this  commonwealth,  t .  t^  ^  •  ru 
Tax  oji  pa.      X*   •^^  ^  ^  farther  tnaci$d^  That  .there  sbs4Mii« 
tent!  for       received,  accounted  for  on  oaih«  andp^diBta't^^^* 
Mhi  ejc«,      sury  of  ihis  commonwealth  by  the  register  fC>h%lfi^* 
iSo  alcres;    ^®^^  f^^  ^^  ^^^^  being,  every  half  year,  to  ipdj:  m:9r 
ttXcei>tbou«-  before  the  first  day  of  April  and  the  first  day^^Qpt^- 
iies  to  o^.     her  in  every  year,  the  tax  of  five  shillings  fos.  ei^sy 
cers.  hiuidred  acres  of  landjexceedingfoitrteaohuodredff^^ 

contained  in  any  patent  hereafter  to  be  gt^^^DyHid«.  ex- 
cept in  case^  of  land  allowed  to  .officers  s^  h^jf^jlff, 
.  which  said  tax  the  said  register  is  a^thoris^  V>.J^Wjn%B^ 
and  receive  before  granting  tbe  said  pali^ntf  f^  |he 
,  said  register  shall  account  Cor  aUd.p?^  tb^  i^aRgi^iia^ 
ing  from  th$ .  s^foiesaid  tai^  io  the  same  maaqer  as  14 
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ill<<»e(hJlyy  tMs'  act  in  tke  cnst  of  sha4if&  aecotmli^g 
for^fid  pfrfing  tlie  taxciri^cetTed  by  ihem,  and  in  dise 
of  fiiiture  sbftll  bie  KaMe  lo  the  like  penahiw,  to  be  re- 
e<>vefed  in  ttke  mstnner. 

'«  Vf ;  Md  be  it  farther  ennt^ed,  That  on  all  vessfekf,  ^^^ty  «« ^^«^ 
-at  ^traoce  or  clearawce  from  or  to  foreign  parts,  there     *^ 
ilisll  be  paid  by  tlie  majner  or  owner  thereof,  the  doty 
of  one  shillitig  and  three  pence  per  ton,  to  the  collector 
of  Cities  at  the  port  or  ports  established  or  to  be  eata- 
Mfehed  for  the  entrance  atid  clearance  of  such  vessels; 
«Mri  fmtvery  gallon  of  mm,  brandy  and  other  distilled  ??  ?P!??IL? 
l^nts,  and  for  every  gallon  of  wine,  which  shall  be  im-  ^d^ 
ported'  or  brought  into  this  commonwealth  either  by  ^ 
kMri  <or  water,  from  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,-  the 
duty  or  custom  of  four  pence  shall  be  paid  by  the  own- 
Si'  or  importer  of  the  same;  and  for  every  hnndred  On  mifais 
botindft  of  sugar  wbich  shall  be  imported  or  brou^ 
4fflo  this  commonwealth  as  aforesaid,  from  any  port  or 
fh^t  whatsoever,  the  duty  or  custom  of  four  shillings 
-mi}  two  pence;  and  for  every  pound  of  cofiee  whicfa  On  oAffeai 
thai]  b«  imported  or  brought  into  this  commonwealtfi    ^  ' 

is  aforesaid,  from  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  the 
thirty  of  one  penny;  and  for  all  other  goods  or  merchan- 
!fice  which  shall  be  imported  or  brought  into  this  com-  On  aUotker 
nfonweahb  as  aforesaid,  from  any- port  or  place  what*  goods  im- 
t»ever,  the  duty  of  one  p^r  centnm,  ad  valorem  on  the^**'^ 
^unotint  per  invoice  of  such  goods  and  merehandfift; 
alf  which  said  duties  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  iro<» 
porter  of  any  of  the  articles  or  mercbandiee  above  men- 
tbned. 

'    VIL  And  be  itfafthif  enacted^  That  the  master  or    Masters  of 
purser  of  every  ship  or  other  vessel,  importing  any  ^^■'f'*  *°^' 
'goods,  wares  or  merchandke,  liable  to  a  duty,  by  vir-  S^ds^^lkea 
^ete  of  this  act,  to  ^ny ^ort  or  place  within  this  com*  and  hov  to 
ktonwealth,  shall,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  his  ar->^«P^^'    ./ 
)AvaI,  make  a  true  and  just  report  upon  oath,  with  tiie 
'^oHectOr  of  the  duties  in  the  said  port  or  place,  of  the  *        *      ' 
*b<irthen,  contents  and  loading  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
•  ^tWi  the  particular  marks  and  numbers  of  every  cask 
^ package  wivatsoever  therein  laden,  with  spirits,  wine, 
'"stiigaf,  €0^  and  other  merchandise,  and  the  quantity 
^  of  1^0^  spirits,  wine,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  the  value 
'  idf  stieb  other  merehandixe,  and  to  whom  consigned,  to 
Hie  beH^  of  hb  kmofwMf^  and  also  where  and  in  wliat 
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pnrt  the  tame  wefre' laden  atrf'tdcwi  on  board,  tipdl^ 
peftalty  of  forfeiting  ode  handred  pounds  current  too* 

natiabic  VIII.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  no  aphrits, 
MMb  Mot  to*  trine^  sugar,  coffee,  or  other  merchandite  liable  to  the 
bcf^fc^B^  iaid  duties,  imported  or  bronght  into  tWs  comoion- 
try;  wealth  by  water,  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 

shall  be  landed  or  pat  on  shore  until  due  entry  mad^ 
thereof  with  the  collector  of  the  duties  in  such  port  or 
place,  and  a  true  account  of  the  marks  and  nombeit 
"   "  *        ^  of  every  cask  and  package,  as  aforesaid,  at  that  porl 
or  place  where  the  same  was  shipped  or  taken  on  board, 
given  on  oath  befiM-e  the  said  collector,  who  shall  oer- 
lify  the  same  upon  the  back  of  the  original  invoieei  or 
tt  true  copy  thereof  to  him  produced;  and  ther«upoti 
such  importer,  paying  the  duties  laid  by  this  act,  or 
securing  the  payment  thereof  within  six  nK>nths,  sbaH 
obtain  a  permit  under  the  hand  of  sach  collector  for 
the  landing  and  delivery  of  the  same;  and  all  sijrits} 
wine,  sugar,  coffee  or  other  mei'chandhe  luided,  put 
on  shore  or  delivered,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  a9id 
meaning  of  this  act,  or  the  value  thereof,  shall  be  for* 
felted  amd  lost,  and  may  be  seized  or  recov<»ied  by  the 
said  collector  of  the  port  or  place  where  the  same  shaH 
be  put  on  shore  or  delivered,  or  by  any  other  person 
^<»  *l^da^  or  persons  whatsoever.    And  the  owner  or  importer  of 
Jdl  mild  pw*  •"y  ^^  *^  aforesaid  spirits,  wine,  sugar,  coflee  or  other 
mHobuin^    fnerchandite  by  land,  shall  in  like  manner  mak^due 
e4  g^Kuli      eiatry  of  the  same  within  ten  days  after  the  importa- 
tberaite'to    *'^"»  ^'^^  ^^^  collector  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  and  give 
b«  forfeited;  ^  true  accooflt  thereof  upon  oath,  and  pay  the  duties 
hereby  imposed;  or  give  bond  with  good  secfority  for 
payment  thereof  within  six  months,  and  thereupon  ob- 
Same  r    u-  ^^"  ^  permit,  under  the  handSf  the  said  collector,  tot 
li^^^i^gf^' selling  of  making  use  of  the  same;  and  all  sphrits, 
floods  im*     wpies,  sugar,  coffee  and  other  merchandize  imported 
ported  bjr     by  |and  without  such  entry  made  and  permit  ob^tned, 
^^  *  or  the  value  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited  and  may  be  re* 

covered  or  seized  by  the  collector  of  the  said  duties,  or 
How  cMki  '"'y  ^^^'  persons  whatsoever.  Prmided  alway^  That 
of  liquors  to  oo  person  shall  be  required  to  give  account  upon,  oath, 
lie  enured,   of  the  true  contents  of  any  pipe  or  lesser  cask  of  win^ 
or  any  hogsfaead  or  lesser  cask  of  spirits  imputed,  bilt 
shall  have  liberty  to  enter  a  pipe  of  wiiiey  or  h4giiiMl 
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0(l4ipj^itf^  ^  ft^,eg0id9  at  one  hiui4red  ga.lloQs,  and  aH 
lessor  jCQ^»  afiter.  the  same  proportion,  any  thing  in 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

IX,  •^/id  be  it  farther  enacted ^  That  if  anj'  persion    Penalty  for 
oj:   persoi)s   whatsoever,  shall   wittingly   or  willingly  making  a 
nnalic  a  false  enlry,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  such  per-      **  cntrj. 
son  or  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  pounds 

current  money.  .  . 

X.  ^liid  be  farther  enacted^  That  the  collectors  of    if  duty  not 
the  dutie^i  aforesaid,  or  any  person  by  them  appointed,  paid^orbond- 
^hiill  haye  full  power  and  authority  to  go  and  enter  on  ^^^^  *•'* 
hoard  any  ^hip  or  other  vessel,  and   from   thence  to^ntr^,  col- 
bring  on  shore  any  articles  whatsoever,  liable  to  a  duty  lector  may 
by  virtue' of  this  act,  if  such  duty  be  not  paid  or  agreed  ^"****  *he 
fo|*  within  ten  days  after  the  (irst  entry  of  such  ship  or  g^'e  the 
vt^ssel.,  or  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  security  givep  goods, and 
fQ,r  payuiciit  of  the  same,  within  six  months  next  after  *■  two  days 
su<p)i  entry,  which  bond,  if  oflercd,  the  collector  is  ^lere,-  »«^l»»°»**ch 
by   authorised   and  required  to  accept  and  take,   and  the  duty  and 
sijch  articles  so  brought  on  shore,  to  secure  and. detain  chargei. 
muil  due  payment  shall  be  made  or  security  given  for 

the  same  as  aforesaid;  and  if  s^^h  payment  or  security 
b<i  not  ma^e  or  given  within  two  days  from  the  time  of 
si^ch,  seizure,  the  collector  of  the  duties  aforesaid  is 
hqreby  empowered  to  sell  the  same,  or  so  much  there- 
of as  shall  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  said  duties,  and 
iivq  per  centum  for  the  charges  of  such   seiztire  and 
sale:  Provided  nevertheless^  That  notice  shall  be  given 
of  sucfi  sale,  by  advertising  the  same  two  weeks  in  the 
Gazette;  and  they  are  also  empowered  to  stay  and  re- 
main oii  board  such  ship  or  vessel  until  all  such  wines, 
spirits,   sugar,  coffee  and  other  merchandize  be  dis- 
charged and  delivered  out  of  the  same.      And  if  any    Penalty  on 
collector  or  collectors  of  the  said  duties,  or  any  other  collector  r*. 
person  or  persons  deputed  by  thera  or  any  of  them,  cciving  a 
shall  directly  or  indirectly  take  or  receive  any  bribe,  n[v-*,JL*Jt^*"* 
recomp.ence  or  reward,  in  any  kind  whatsoever,  or  shall  fidieenby; 
connive  at  any  false  entry  of  the  articles  liable  to  a  do- 
ty or  custom  by  virtue  of  this  apt,  the  person  or  per- 
sons so*  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  current  money,  and  be  forever  after 
disabled  in  his  said  office,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
holding  any  office  or  employment  relating  to  the  cus- 
Vol-.  X.  P  .3 
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toms  within  ihts  eommonweakb^  and.  the  peitofi ^  fer- 
M^tnng  ®^"*  8*^***S  ^'  offering  such  bribe,  reward  or  recoup 
a  bribe.        pence,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  pounds  cur- 
rent money. 

Cc^Deotor  by  XI.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  Jaw^ 
wamnifrom  ful  to  and  for  all  and  every  collector  and  coilectoi^  <if 
ompnied^*  the  duties  aforesaid,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  a 
by  consuble  justice  of  peace  (which  warrant  shall  not  be  graoled 
mny  break  but  upon  an  information  made  to  him  upon  oaih,  and 
openiny  accompanied  with  a  constable)  to  break  open,  iaUie 
d^^me  to^  ^^y  ^^^i  Any  house,  warehouse  or  storehouse,  to  search 
search  for  A>r,  seize  and  carry  away  any  wine,  spirits^  9vg«r,  eof- 
*^lS^  ^\L  ^^  *"^  other  merchandize  liable  to  a  duty  by  this  act, 
diitT  is  ^  ^"^  ^^^  which  the  said  duty  shall  not  have  been  paid 
paid  or  se-  or  Secured  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid.  And  if  any  coilee- 
cured.  tor  or  constable  shall  be  sued  or  molested  for  aay  tbiBg 

done  in  eiecution  of  th'*  powers  hereby  givea  tbem, 
such  collector  or  constable  may  plead  the  general  issue, 
and  give  this  act  in  evidence;  and  if  in  such  suit,  the 
la  fuitsand  plaintiff  be  non-suit,  or  judgment  pass  against  him,  the 
pro^'i^dll^  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs:  Andinallactioiis, 
ue  upon  the  ^^^  or  informations  \a  be  brought,  or  where  any  sei- 
daimer  of    lure  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  this  act,  if  the  property 
the  goods,     thereof  be  claimed  by  any  person,  as  the  owner  oif  im- 
porter thereof,  in  such  case  the  onui  probundi  shall  lie 
upon  such  Owner  or  claimer. 


siMteff  may  All.  Jlna  oe  tttartner  enactea^  i  nat  wnen  any  wine, 
detam  mds  gpirite^  sngar,  coffee  or  other  merchandize  shall  be  con- 
tiUhS^paid  signed  to  any  person,  other  than  the  master  or  owner 
or  secuftty  of  the  ship  or  vessel  importing  the  same,  every  socJi 
i^^en.  person  to  whom  such  articles  shall  be  so  consigned, 

shall,  upon  the  importation  thereof,  pay  to  the  master 
or  owner  of  the  ship  or  vessel  importhig  the  same,  tlie 
duty  payable  for  such  articles  by  this  act;  and  if  any 
person  or  persons  to  whom  stiCh  articles  shall  be  coa- 
signed  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the 
aaid  duty,  or  give  bond,  with  security,  for  the  paymeal 
thereof  to  the  master  or  owner  of  the  ship  or  .vessel  im* 
porting  the  same,  at  such  time^  as  the  same  sh^l  be- 
come payable,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  maih 
ter  or  owner  of  such  ship  or  vessel  to  detain  such  arti* 
des  until  the  duty  shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
as  aforesaid. 
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XIII.  Jind  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  ifany  impor* 

tcr  of  wines,  spirits,  sugar,  coffee  or  other  merchandize  IS!^?!!!!? 

»*•«•'  I  /••  !••  CMe  of  trail* 

shall  desire  to  transport  the  same  from  one  distnct  to  poftationof 

another  within  this  commonwealth,  he  shall,  before  he  goods impor* 
depart  out  of  the  district  wherein  such  articles  shall  be  J^*  juSSTct*^ 
laoea  or  taken  on  board,  make  oath  before  the  collec-  ^ 
lor  of  the  duties  in  the  said  district,  that  he  hath  duty 
entered  such  articles,  and  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid, 
8^  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed,  and  also  deliver  <m 
datfa  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  such  wines,  spirits, 
sagar  and  cofee,  and  also  of  the  value  of  such  other 
atercbandize,  and  that  he  will  not  take,  or  snfier  to  be 
taken  on  board  the  said  ship,  boat  or  other  vessel,  any 
aiore  of  the  said  articles  than  in  the  said  account  shall 
be  specified,  and  shall  likewise  take  a  certi6cate  from 
$ach  collector  of  the  account  so  delivered,  and  that 
Buch  oath  hath  been  made  thereto;  which  certificate 
being  produced  to  the  collector  of  the  duties  in  the  dis- 
trict to  which  the  said  articles  shall  be  transported, 
shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  owner  thereof  to 
seil  the  same,  in  such  other  district;  and  all  articles 
whatsoever,  on  which  there  is  &  duty,  which  shall  be 
transported  by  water  firom  one  district  to  anotlier,  and 
lattded  or  sold,  without  producing  such  certificate  as 
aforesaid  to  the  collector  in  whose  district  the  same  shall 
be  transported,  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized  and  forfeit- 
ea« 

XIV.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  person  Premium  tor 
6f  persons  shall  pay  any  of  the  duties  accruing  due  by  {**^3*"f  •^'l' 
virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  time  of  making  the  entries  portel'mo- 
hereby  required  with  the  collectors,  in  gold  or  silver  ney. 
coin,  current  in  this  commonwealth,  of  his  or  their  own 
importation  in  the  said  ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of 

said  entry,  and  shall  make  oath  that  he  or  they  did 
import  the  same,  and  did  not  carry  it  out  of  this  com- 
monwealth,  with  an  intent  to  bring  it  back  again  and 
obtain  a  benefit  thereby,  such  person  or  persons  shall 
have  an  abatement  of  twenty-five  per  centum  on  all 
duties  so  paid  and  satisfied,  and  every  collector  is 
hereby  required  to  make  such  allowance  for  money  so 
imported  and  paid, 

XV.  Jfnd  to  prevent  delays  in  the  payment  of  the  o,J*SJ^ds2» 
said  duties,  Be  it  enactedj  That  where  any  person  shall  4aties; 
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become  bound  for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties  im- 
posed by  this  act,  and  shall  not  pay  the  &anie  at  the 
time  limited,  whether  such  bond  be  payable  to  the 
commonwealth  or  to  the  collector  of  the  said  duties,  rt 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  collector 
to  sue  out  of  the  general  court,  oi*  the  court  of  the 
county  wherein  such  person  or  his  securities  respective- 
ly reside,  one  or  more  writs  o(  scire  facias  in  U»e  name 
of  the  commonwealth,  returnable  to  the  said  court,  a- 
gainst  the  person  or  persons  chargeable  with  the  said 
duties,  and  his  or  their  securities,  their  executors  or 
administrators,  to  shew  cause  why  execution  ought 
not  to  issue  against  him,  them,  or  any  of  them,  for  the 
duties  so  unpaid,  and  thereupon  to  sue  out  execution 
Allowance  accordingly;  and  the  said  collectors  respectively  shall 
tocoUestors,  be  allowed  for  collecting,  accounting  for  and  paying 
the  said  duties  imposed  by  this  act  into  the  treasury  of 
this  commonwealth,  the  sum  of  five  per  centum  on  the 
money  so  collected  by  them,  or  ahy  of  them;  and  they 
Who  are  to  are  hereby  required  to  account  for  and  pay  inla  the 
account  and  treasury  aforesaid  every  half  year,  to  wit:  On  the  tenth 
v^arf**^  day  of  April  and  the  tenth  day  of  October  in  every 
year,  or  within  ten  days  afterwards,  all  money  received 
by  them  respectively  on  public  account  pursuant  to 
this  act,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  one  half  of  their  com- 
missions, to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  public  trea- 
sury, and  of  being  suspended  from  their  said  office  of 
collector  until  such  payment  be  made. 

Forfeitures  XVI.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  several 
appropria-  forfeitures  and  penalties  which  shall  or  may  arise  in 
any  wise  by  virtue  of  so  much  of  this  act  as  relates  to 
the  collections  of  duties  on  wine,  spirits,  sugar,  coffee 
and  other  merchandize,  and  on  tunnage,  shall  be  for 
and  towards  the  erecting  of  public  wharves,  at  the 
port  of  the  respective  districts  within  this  commpn- 
wealth. 

Lands,  8tc.  XVII.  Md  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  where  any 
•old^oi  c^re-*^  distress  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  this  act,  and  the 
dit,  if  they  lands,  goods  or  chattels  will  not  sell  for  three  fourths 
wiu  not  sell  of  their  value  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer  making 
fouri^'^^f  8*^*^^  distress,  the  same  shall  be  sold  for  three  months 
thSir  value,  credit,  in  the  same  manner  as  goods  taken  by  fieri  fa^ 
cias. 
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XVIII.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  all  in«tters 
or  things  contained  in  any  act  or  acts  heretofore  made  ^ny  piw  act 
for  the  imposing  and  collecting  taxes  and  duties,  ex-  for  imposing 
cept  so  much  thereof  as  respects  the  manner  of  col-  taxes,  ex- 
kcting,  accounting  for,   and   paying  the  arrears  of^^P^^P|^ 
taxes  and  duties  now  due,  be  and  the  5»arae  are  hereby  ^^ 
repealed* 
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AND 


STATE  PAPERS 

VUOAl  m9  TO  n8\. 


Hesolulions  and  Reports  of  CommiS'-   Pcan^ir*. 
sioners  on  the  subject  of  the  disputed  JJJ^^**"^ 
boundary  between  the  states  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania. 

0^  The  papers  relating  to  this  subject,  so  far  as 
they  have  yet  b^en  published^  cast  but  a  few  rays  of 
light  on  the  points  in  controversy,  between  the  two 
states. — Indeed,  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber 1776,  and  the  final  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  23rd  of  August  1785,  who  were  merely  appointed 
to  run  and  mark  the  line,  previously  agreed  on,  are  the 
only  official  documentSj  that  have  been  published;  and 
Aey  were  locked  up  in  perfect  obscurityi  until  the  pub* 
lication  of  the  Revised  Code  of  1819.  They  will  be 
found  in  the  first  volume  of  that  work,  pages  51,  62. 
But  the  claims  of  Pennsylvania  to  an  extension  of  ter- 
ritory, and  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  resisted  by 
Virginia,  are  very  imperfectly  known. 

The  following  papers  are  intended  to  fill  up  th^ 
chasm  between  the  resolution  of  1776,  and  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  of  1785;  without  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  understand  the  principles  on  which  the  two 
states  came  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  their  boun- 
dary. 

[For  the  resolution  of  December  18th  1776,  See  ) 
Rev.  Code  of  1819,  chap.  16,  pa.  51.] 
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on  boundary/  line  with  Permsylva^ 


urrxj 


nia. 


Resolution  In  the  House  of  Del^gaies^  May  20lh  1779. 

!fl^fl?fi!l       Resolved  that  the  governor  be  desired  to  infonti  the 
appoint  com-  .    .  .11  ^  •■-»  1        • 

missioners     comiDissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  rennsylvania 

on  the  dif-   to  adjust  the  boundary  betiveen  that  and  this  state,  that 
pctcd J)oan-  ii^jg  ogfembly  will  proceed  to  nominate  commissioners 
tween  Vir-  ^^^  ^^^  swme  purpose;  to  signify  tiiat  the  place  appoia^ 
gtnia  and       ed  by  them  is  agreeaMe;  but  to  desire  that  siio|i  meeli'.' 
Ti^"*^^*'    '"8>  ^^y  ^®  postponed  until  the  assembly  akaii  haiv^^ 
'"^  risen,  of  which  notice  shall  be  gives  tbem* 

E.  RANDOLPH, G.U.  R 
May  21st,  1779, 

Agreed  to  by  the  senate^ 

John  Becklet^  C.  S. 


ma. 


Resolution  respecting  appointment  of 
Commissioners  to  run  the  boundary 
line  with  Pennsylvania. 

forappo^nt-"  '"  ^^^  House  of  Delegates,  Junc  the  4di  Jl779i . 
^^o  ^T^r***  Resolved  that  three  commissioners  ought  to  be  ap- 
acyust'the  P^^nted  on  the  part  of  this  commonwealtb,  by  yfivcki  * 
boundary  ballot  of  botli  houses  of  assembly,  to  race:t  with  com- 
hetwe«n  missioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
Pc^sytvar  sylvania,  to  adjust  their  boundaries,  whose  proceedftjgs 
nta,  whose  shall  be  subject  to  be  ratified  or  disagreed  to'^iy  the 
ppoceedinm  general  assembly. 

SaelVAu- J"«^  5'M7'?-  Teste.  "-    '; 

•yreedtoby     .  :  E.  RANDOLPH,  C.  H.  D^ 

the  geneml   Agreed  to  by  the  senate,  

Membly.  John  Beckley,  C.  S. 
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A  Jdutnal  of  the  proceedings  t>f  thxV^^^ 
(commissioners  jrom  Virginia  ana  Vg^vx/ 
Pennsylvania  to  agi^ee  upon  certain 
boundaries  Jbr  the  state  of  Penn^ 
sylvania. 

Baltimore^  August  27,  1779. 

The  commissioners  met  iiiis  day,  via.  on  the  part  ^^  wacSSaim 
Virginia,  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  and  of  Vifgima 
on  the  part  of  PennsyWania,  George  Bryan,  John  and^F^iujI^ 
£wtDg  and  David  Rittekihouse. — Thomas  Lewis,  one  ^^^"^  *•■• 
of  the  commissioners  from  Virginia,  was  not  present* . 

The  ooooKBissioners  from  each  state ^rst  shewed  their 
respective  powers,  and-  it  was  determined  that  tb^ 
proceedings  were  to  be  reported  to  the  assemblies  of 
each  state  for  their  consideration. 

It  was  then  proposed  that  the  commissioners  from 
Pennsylvania  should  state  their  claims  in  writing,  which 
they  did  in  the  following  mdnner^ 


VJrgiuia 
commisiioo* 


LETTER  L 
To  the  Virginia  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen^ 

It  appears  from  the  charter  of  Pennsylvania    pennsyl^*. 
that  its  eastern  boundary  is  the  river  Delaware,  from  niacommis- 
twelve  miles  above  New-Castle,  and  below  that  point  v?,"^".^*^ 
a  part  of  a  circle  drawn  at  the  distance  of  twelve  miles  ,_7,"  '  " 
from  the  centre  of  New-Castle;,  that  its  northern  boun-  ers. 
dary  is  the  beginning  of  three  and  fortieth  degree  of 
north  lititude;  and  that  its  southern  boundary  is  the 
said  circle  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  New-Castle 
northwards  and  westwards  unto  the  beginning  of  the 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  tlien  a  straight 
line  westwards  to  the  Umits  of  five  degrees  of  longitude; 
and  that  Jl  shall  extend  westward  five  degrees  -  ?oa- 
gitude,  to  be  computed  firom  the  said  eastern  bouadfl* 
Vol.  X.  Q  3 
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igw^^jwi-  On  this  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  ,^e  br 
%j>pan(iar3r.  ^^^^  north  to  soulh  of  this  tract  of  land,  is  thr^  ^ 
^^i^^^^^^  grees  of  latitude,  vii,  from  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth 
degree  of  north  latitude  unto  the  beginning  of  th^  for- 
ty third  degree,  and  that  the  distance  of  the  northern 
and  southern  limits  so  expressly  coimtios  three  degrees 
of  latitude,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  language  to  be 
more  determinate  and  precise  with  respect^to  the  breadth 
oil  the  same;  that  the  expressions  the  beginning  of  ilie 
fortieth  degree,  and  the  beginning  of  the  forty  third  de- 
gree of  latitude  which  mark  the  northern  and  southern 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  ar^  so  clear  and  defioitive 
as  not  to  be  capable  of  any  other  meaning  than  to  de- 
termine the  parallels  where  the  thirty  ninth  and  forty 
second  degrees  end,  and  are  compleated,  reckoned  from 
the  equator,  as  all  nations  reckon  them. 

It  appears  also  from  Mr.  Penn's  petition  to  the  crown 
of  England  for  this  tract  of  land,  that  he  requested  a 
^act  three  degrees  in  breadth  and  five  in  lengtti^  in 
compensation  for  money  advanced  by  his  father,  and 
that  the  said  quantity  of  land  was  actually  intended  to 
be  granted  to  him  is  evident  from  the  express  words  of 
the  grant,  which  includes  that  quantity. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  also  of  opinion,  that  the  suppo- 
sition or  apprehension  of  the  grantor,  that  the  said  cir- 
cle round  New-Castle  would,  somewhere  in  its  course^ 
intersect  (he  beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  lati- 
tude, when  it  is  since  found  in  fact  that  it  does  not  in- 
tersect it,  ought  not  in  anv  reasonable  and  equitable 
'  construction  to  be  adduced  as  an  argument  for  cur- 

tailing the  said  grant  or  removing  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  slate  farther  towards  the  north,  than  the 
pi:ecise  and  indisputable  expressions  of  the  charier  fix 
it  to  be,  when  it  is  a  known  and  universal  rule  of  de- 
'  termining  the  boundaries  of  land,  that  when  two  ex- 

pressions  in  the  grant  point  out  two  different  terms  or 
limits,  the  ooe  vague  and  uncertain,  the  other  known 
^nd  determinate,  to  prefer  that  which  is  known  and 
capable  of  an  indisputable  and  certain  determination^ 
^  if  the  line  of  a  tract  of  land  is  i;aid  to  extend  from  a 
fix«d  point,  one  hundred  perches  to  a  known  tree,  ri- 
|i^r  or  creek,  although  the  number  of  perches  sKould 
fot  reach  so  far.  Now  should  there  be  supposed  any 
UDC^r^aioty  or  ambiguity  in  the  words  whicli  ascertaia 
the. place  qf  tl^e  southero  boundary  of  Pennsylvaiua, 
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^'hich  we'do  not  admit,  we  pleadonly  for  the  usual  mc-  Pennsjiraifl- 
thod  of  explaining  what  is  dark  aiid  vague,  by  what  is  ^^^^^y* ' 
so  precise  and  determinate,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be 
inistaken,  viz.  The  heginning  of  the  fortieth  degree; 
the  other  expression,  viz.  Where  the  circle  intersects  the 
heginning  of  the  fortieth  degree,  being  vague,  and  in 
fact  now  found  to  be  impossible.  We  are  persuaded, 
gentlemen,  that^  you  will  the  more  readily  concur  in 
this  opinion,  when  you  reflect  that  the  said  'circle  was 
introduced,  as  a  small  part  of  the  boundary  of  Penn- 
sylvania, only  with  the  design  of  securing  to  the  Duke 
of  York  his  favourite  t6wn  of  New-Cast!e,  and  a  small 
territory  around  it,  and  by  no  means  intended  to  pre- 
vent the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  from  be-' 
ing  fixed  at  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  lat- 
itude.— But,  besides  the  constant  practice  and  reason- 
ableness of  this  mode  of  interpretation,  which  we  are 

I  persuaded  will  be  allowed  by  impartial  judges,  we  are 
induced  to  insist  upon  it  from  an  express  provision  In 

•  the  charter  itself  made  on  purpose  to  prevent  the  pro- 
prietors from  sustaining  any  detriment  by  any  inter- 
pretation, which  any  word  or  clause  in  the  same  might 
be  capable  of  bearing.  The  provision  is  this.  **  And 
if  perchance  it  shall  hereafter  happen,  any  doubts  or 
questions  should  arise  concerning  the  true  sense  and 
meaning  of  any  word  or  clause  or  section  in  this  our 
present  charter,  we  will,  ordain  and  command,  that  in 
aH'things,  and  at  all  times  such  interpretation  thereof 
be  made  and  allowed  in  any  of  our  courts  whatsoever 
as  shall  be  judged  most  advantageous  and  favourable 
unto  the  said  William  Penn,  his  heirs  and  assigns." 

We  would  only  further  suggest  at  present  that  this 
claim  of  Pennsylvania  appears  to  us  the  more  reason- 
able, as  it  is  probable  that  it  will  not  interfere  with  the 
boundaries  of  Virginia  as  described  in  their  charter  of 
the'23rd  of  May  1609,  when  they  shall  be  determined 
idtrording  to  the  tenor  of  the  same;  but  should  it  so 
tebpcrt  that  any  part  of  the  fortieth  degree  should  be 
included  in  both  charters,  it  is  by  a  solemn  act  of  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  ceded  and  confirmed  to  the 
Statq  of  Pennsylvania. 

Yet,  gentlemen,  although  we  have  no  doubt  of  the 
jtistice  and  propriety  of  our  claim,  as  above  laid  dofvn, 
trit  on  the  contrary  a  full  confidence  that  disinterested 
judges  would  attow  us  the  whole  of  that  tract  pf  coun< 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•^^^^"y*  s^  fiilly  ceded  by  the  state  of  Virginia;  jist  ia  ai  moA 

\rf^d  ap  Himgbt  disturb  the  settlers  on  the  south  side  rfthe 

MVer  Pptofmaek,  who  have  been  i<Mig  attcustained*te 

the  lavrs  and  govenimeQt  of  Virginia,  for  the  salce^f 

fPttace,  atod  to.mamiestour  earnest  desire  of  ad^tstM^ 

tlw^dispnte  on. amicable  terms,  ^we  are  willing  to  recede 

fmm  «ur  just  rights^  and  therefore  proptose  that  a  rat- 

ndiaa  be  draivo  from  the  head,  spiifl^  of  Ab&rlmA 

hf^mk  of  Potowmack  to  the  beginning,  of  Uier^foctMh 

dogiiee.of  north  lautude^  and  from  thence  that  ^'pani* 

lei  of  Ji^titude  be  drawn  lo  the  wiestern  extjieRAtytCibe 

^«ta^ of  Pennsylvania^  to  continue  fov ever  thebbna^ 

4ary  of  the  state  of  Penn^tvaqia  and  VJrginiaJ. .  ».«& 

We  are,  gentlemen,  ...        , 

«    '  .  Your  most  ohed't  Se  very  bumble  ae««?tc. 

George  BaiAif^  -  :.^ 

JOEN   EwiNG)  >        Al* 

Davud  RiTsasKpraiii. 
'  Ho Ihe  Bev«  James  Madison,  &;  >  :.  ^i 

.       Ihe  Rev.  fUbert  Andrews,  y  -  v  .it. 

"       •     •     .  .        •■     •  "         -        '-^h 

liETTEB  II.       _  ' 

To  whicl^  the  foUowin^  answer -was 
-  retwmea.       ^=      ;  :& 

€f^;irfemen,  ..,,.*--* 

^noginia  .J.N  answering  your  Interpretatian  of  Ihe'charteeof 

^pSS'  t'^nwlvania,  we  tWnk  it  necessary  oet^ly^  anWid 

vanift  com.    ^  ^  precise  ifords  of  tlie  t^h^rtar  ttseif,^  \Mi  «[«sftck 

■iitioaeis.   avidepce  as  m^y  be  collected  from  oth^.ohfrtvs^-We 

^^an  by.  no  apeau^  i^ree  with  you  ia^^akta  .^hat^^ht 

^^  southern  limit  is  precisely  defo/td  \oyi  thexmdMe  mv 

■*  charter  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  de^«»  of 

^  iqioilbFvp  latitude,  mf^  ^ap  y^  mp^mt  ihe^ihatter  of 

v?r*]r^*  ^'^  ^^^^^  to  «)ii*a#rtf  ifce.^*wief 
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'ts^MMMrfiM^oiidder  hMr.&r  you  liave  reascwf  to  ^' ^^'S!?^S?!f!!i' 
ibroK  f^that^the  distance  of  lite  northern  and  southcurn  *  J^T/? 
Mums  to  ^tpresily  coQtaifi&  three  degrees  of  latitude,  ^^^V^fc/ 
>liiilt-tt*tsitot  in  the  power  of  language  w  be  more  de- 
•'^eenbfliate  and  precise  with  respect  to  the  breadth  of  fti« 
^80964".     We.do  not  deny  that  the  expressions,  *Mbe 
l>egui»ing  of  the  fortieth,  add  the  beginning  of  £m^ 
third  degrees,''  mean  those  lines  where  the  thirty  iiin^ 
«nd  foviy  fiecond  end«  nor  that  they  must  be  reclconed 
ArttttJiht  equator.  If,  gentlemen,  your  charter  had  been 
bonnded^y  na  other  limits  than  those  above  mention- 
'^dd,!  candour  and  justice  would  not  have  permitted  lis 
aaiiesitate  a  momenf^  whether  the  southern  limit  should 
actualfy  be  that  line  of  five  degrees  in  longitude  compu- 
ted from  the  Delaware  where  the  thirty  ninth  ends.  But 
^ce-itifr  expres^y  said  in  your  charter;  that  the  east-    « 
ern  boaadary  shall  commence  at  twelve  miles  distance 
.  upon  the  Delaware  northwards  of  New-Castle  and  be 
toited  by:  the-  beginning  of  the  forty  third,  it  follows 
that  unless  that  circle  either  intersected  or  touched  the 
beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree,  a  Kne  of  three  degrees 
cannot  be  contained  under  the  eastern  boundary.     It 
must  therefore  have  been  far  within  the  power  of  lan- 
guage to  have  been  more  determinate  and  precise,  if 
it  had  been  intended  that  your  charter  should  have  ex- 
tended three  degrees  on  the  eastern  boundary,  other- 
wise-language could  convey  to  us  no  precise  idea  at 
all. 

Your  eastern  boundary  being  confined  to  twelve    ^ 

miles  northwards  of  New-Castle,  let  us  next  consider 

;;wfaetlii^  yo«nr  ^southern  boundary  can  possibly  "begin 

at  the  end  of  the  thirty  ninth  tjegree.    If  it  does,  we  heg 

to  know  from  what  ppiptyou  are  te  compute  your  five 

degrees  of  longitude?    It  is  evident  from  your  own  ex* 

planation  that  you  can  only  come  to  a  part  of  the  cir- 

. cfe floAthwards,  afodof tottiequenee,  the  space befweeft 

.,||M  fan  4»f  the  eircle  and  the  end  ef  tlie^ thirty  ninth 

r4effDeec4ahave  no  boundary;  or  in  other  words;  hav- 

.  ^Aigpn0  4»undary  whence  you  are  to  compute  your  lon- 

3?igiMiA?,  eaoiiave  no  claim  to  any  territory  southward 

. ctf  tiMft  poim  whereyoar  eastern  lK>endary  commen-  M* 


•  Aate  Jbe  idea:  ^t  ao  ai^gument  should  be  adduced 
fauotgtaittiijt  ithevgrant,  ^  betaiise  the  eirele  i^  found 
IkX  ta  iMoratet  tbatdtpee/'  buttiprt  the  «ni¥ei^Mle 
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Pc*«^«rf'»(brflet«rmming  the  bmindaries  of  lairrt  m  cS^^f^W^ 
A  boundary..  ^^^^\^^  fj,^^  ^^^j,  expre^iotis  6s  yoii  mention  $)MM 
^•^y^^  be  followed,  we  cannot  think  in  the  first  place,  thaft  thi^ 
instance  ^\en  ts  by  any  means  applicable;  for,  h^Hr 
you  would  e&tend  your  circle  of  twelve  miles  mdios 
we  cannot  comprehend.  Nor  can  we  comprehend  in' 
what  manner  the  otie  expression  can  be  saidtobemoi'^ 
iragoe  «nd  uncertain  than  the  other.  The  Ihoi^  of  a* 
circle  of  twelve,  miles  radius  are  as  nnequivocat,  or«l* 
precise  and  determinate,  as  the  beginning  of  th^  fdr-' 
tieth  degree.  But  surely  we'  shall  nor  endeavour  tcf 
justify  Oioe  errour  by  another.  For,  we  would  sap^ 
pose  in  the  case  you  mention,  that  the  important  woMk' 
more. or  less  ^ould  not  be  omitted,  if  it  were  inMiritellt 
a  line  should  extend  to  any  given  boundary  when  the^ 
number  of  perches  assigned  fell  short  of  the  proposed" 
distance. 

We  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  th^  Worfts^ 
of  other  charters.  The  Maryland  charter  is  bounfl^ 
northward  by  that  part  of  the  river  Delawiire  tdilct^ 
lieth  under  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  ktrtodefron^ 
the  equinoctial,  where  J^ew  England  ends.  The  Hew 
England  charter  is  to  begin  expressly /rom  forUf  ifeB 
grtes  of  northern  latitude.  Maryland  was  therefore  Kr 
be  bounded  not  by  the  beginning,  but  the  extreme  p9LSt 
of  the  fortieth  degree.  To  grant  then  to  Peta  a  whole 
degree  which  was  formerly  granted  to  Batfimoi^'widitdd' 
have  been  absurd.  It  would  have  been  granting  a 
thing  which  Penn  oould  never  expect  to  possess. 

But  a  clause  in  your  charter,  you  are  pleased  to  say; 
provides  for  ail  doubts  or  questions  that  may  Arfeeeoil^ 
cerning  the  true  sense  and  .meaning  of  any  word,  clause 
or  sentence  in  the  said  charter,  and  thereft>re  the  be-' 
ginning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude  mtn» 
be  admitted  as  the  true  southern  boundary  of  the  ^tatif 
of  Pennsylvania.  We  believe  it  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged, that  whenever  the  matter  of  any  coveiiant  lUi^ 
ileed  is  wholly  or  in  part  impossible  or  unlawful^  so  fiir 
the  covenant  or  deed  is  null  and  void.-  Leros  thifcll 
apply  this  esublished  principle  to  the  case  before  iSeq 
Baltimore's  grant  extending  to  the  beginning  of  t)i» 
forty  first  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  being  pite* 
to  Penn's,  so  much  of  Penn's  grant  as  came  into  the 
fortieth  degree  aibd  interfered  with  BaltitoOie^'M^ 
unlavflu]^  and  tber«%^  vohiL .  And  aktuMigii  Aeaibil 
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iQvaKjdatiiig  reason  canaot  be  4M^ged  against  Pjini^.Pw{^^wi»* 

gr?uil  wl)qre  it  uUerfere§  with  Virginia,  yet  there  be'mg  **>^*^^«*^y- 

ao  eastern  bounds  soutbward  of  that  poiot  on  tlie  De-  Vi^V^Nh/ 

]^^,are  jat  twelve  miles  distance  Crom  |s£w-Castle  nortii- 

w^d,  from  wbic)}  we&teru  limits  can  be  computed,  ^sq 

^u^h  of  the  grant  as  is  southward  of  that  point  is  iiuU 

puad  vqid  from  tbe  natuie  of  the  thing  itself^  ,.  - 

It  VVhat  you  suggest,  gentlemen,  to  strengthen  tbo^re^i* 

^mblenessof  the  claim  of  Pennsylvania,  from  tbe  pro- 

babili^  that  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  boundaries 

4^f  Virginia,  as  described  in  its  charter  of  May  23r(jl 

1Q09,  iappears  to  us  to  have  no  weighty   the  northera 

boi)i)dary  of  Virginia^as  described  in  that  charter,  ber 

gio^g^on  ti^  sea  coast  two  hundred  miles  northward 

fj^^m  C^|»e  ox  Point  Cqmfort,  and  running  west  and 

jUKX^thwest,  up  into  the  land,  tlirougbout  from  sea  to  sea« 

Such  a  northern  boundary,  wliich  is  truly  deduced  from  ^ 

ihe  quote<3  cliarfer,  will  cross  the  river  Delaware  above 

$^w-Castle,  and  passing  through  the  state  gf  Penn-  ^ 

syly^inla  with  a  west  north  west  course,  will  emerge 

nbputjiibe  beginnhig  of  the  forty  second  degree  of  nor- 

th^y>  latitude,  from  all  which  it  is  evident  bow  much 

ihe  claim  of  Pennsylvania  interferes  with  the  boun^a- 

fi^s  of  Virginia,  as  described  in  the  charter  of  the  234 

9fMaylU09. 

As  to  the  act  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  which 
^edes.  and  confirms  to  Pennsylvania  whatever  she  can 
plaint  by  charter,  we  only  observe,  that  no  act,  howe- 
ver soleinu,  of  any  body  of  men  can  so  far  alter  tlie 
a^ture  of  thijigs  as  to  make  claims  in  them^lves  im- 
possible and  unlawful,. possible  and  lawful. 

llaviog  so  clearly  shewn,  as  we  thii>k  it  must  appear . 
tp  ev^ry  impartial  judge,  that  Pennsylvania  has  no 
aright  to  claim  any  territory  southward  of  that  point  on 
tbe  river  Delaware,  where  her  eastern  bounds  begin, 
we  will  now,-  gentlemen,  advert  to  your  concluding  and 
cpnciliatory  clause,  which  we  have  no  doubt  was  die- 
tilted  by  the  true  spirit  of  peace  and  amity.  We  can- 
i>ot,  after  the  most  careful  examination  of  your  conces- 
dions,  and  with  the  most  perfect  disposition  to  be  satis- 
fi^  with  any  reasonable  proposal,  discover  that  you 
have  receded  from  any  one  thing  on  which  you  had 
the  shadow  of  a  claint.  That  tract  of  country  which, 
4;onsuhing  the  tranquility  of  the  settlers,  you  suffer  us 
^Hj-eiaioi  is  chieflyi  perhaps  all»  in  the  grant  enjoyed 
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PwiBsyfraotfi'tiy  Lofd  Fatrfax,  and  congequemhjr  as  perfectly  ex- 
a  oon  ary.  g^jip^gj  fj^Q^,  ^^  claim  of  Pennsylvania  as  any  pari  oC 
^-^•^^"••^   Maryland. 

Anxious  as  we  are  to  put  an  end  to  the  dispute  sob« 
sbdng  between  the  two  states,  and  to  remove  all  groondl 
of  future  dissentions,  by  adjusting  at  this  time  their 
boundaries  in  an  amicable  manner;  yet  the  undoubted 
right  of  Virginia  to  that  tract  of  country  westward  of 
Marytcmd,  and  as  far  northward  as  the  latitude  of  that 
poioC  on  the  Delaware  twelve  miles  distant  from  New* 
Castle  northward,  together  with  a  regard  for  the  peaee 
of  those  who  have  settled  in  this  tract,  on  a  supposi- 
tion that  it  was  comprehended  in  the  govemoaeiit  of 
Virginia,  determines  us  not  to  accede  to  the  proposal 
you  have  been  pleased  to  make.  But  we  tnwt  earn 
farther  consideration  of  tM^  objections  of  VirgiiHa  t* 
your  claim,  that  you  will  think  it  advantageous  to  your 
state  to  continue  Mason's  and  Dixoo^s  line  to  yotf 
western  -limits,  which  we  are  willing  to  establish  as- a 
perpetual  boundary  between  Virginia  and  Pennaylva- 
nia  on  the  south  side  of  the  laist  mentioned  state.  We 
are  induced  to  make  this  proposal,  as  we  tbinii  th^tb^ 
same  principle  which  effected  the  compromise  between 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  should  operate  equidly  as 
strong  in  the  present  case. 

'We are,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed't.  and  humble  serv'ts* 
James  Madison* 
KoBBBv  Am^RKwa. 
To  the  Hon.  George  Bryan,  the  ^ 
Rev.  Doct.  John  Ewing,  and  > 
David  Rittenhouse,  esquire.     ) 
BaHimore,  August  30ih  1779. 
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a  boondujr., 

LETTER.  HI. 

Gentleman, 

We  have  received  your  answer  to  our  claim     Pcnns^lva- 
of  terriioffy  to  tlie  beginning  of  the  fortieib  decree  of  nia  comnuB- 
north  latitude  according  to  the  lenour  of  our  charter,  sioneps  to 
aiKl  -your  rejection  ol  the  prop<»al  we  noadefor  ihe  sake  ^'^JH^jon. 
of  an  an^cable  adjustment  of  the  disputed  boundary,  ers. 
We  cannot  Iwlp  professing  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive the  iori^e  of  your.objeciions  to  the  reasons  which 
support  our  claim;  but  without  making  any  observa- 
tions upon-them  at  present,  we  are  willing  to  submit 
the  merit  of  your  reasonings  on  bolh  sides  to  disinter-^ 
es»ted  and  impartial  Judges..     .  *. 

■*\Vitii  respect  to  your  proposal  of  extending  Mason^ 
and  Dixon's  line  to  the\vestern  e^tiremity  of  Pennsyl- 
vnftiih  and  tn  establish  it  as  our  *souihern  boundary,  we 
cjrhridt  lotfk  upon  ourselves  Justified  in  cdntinumg  a 
liiieas  t)V!r  boundary  which  cuts  off  near  a  fourth  pArl 
fr6m  onr'^tatc,  withom  obtaining  a  reasonable  connl- 
pensation  for  it;  and  therefore  howeVer  desirous  we 
may  be  of  an  amicable  setUement  of  the  dispute,  we 
ihaltbe  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  returning 
to  out  cons(i{tients  with  the  report  of  the  proposals  we 
have,  made  for  tlife  sake  of  peace;  unless  you  can  com- 
ply with  an  addition  to  your  propo^l,  which  weYiow 
make  for  your  consideration,  \h. 

That  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  should  be  exteut^ed 
so  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  as  tliat  a 
meridian  drawn  from  the  western  extremity  of  it  to  the 
beginning  of  the  forty  third  degree  of  north  latitude, 
sjiall  include  as  much  land  as  will  make  the  state  of 
PennsyJvanla  what  it  was  originally  intended  to  be, 
viz.  three  degrees  in  breadth,  and  five  degrees  in  length, 
excepting  so  much  as  has  been  heretofore  relinquished 
to  Maryland:  And  Virginia  so  far  as  it  may  be  inter- 
ested in  any  of  the  lands  to  the  westward  of  Pensylva- 
nia,  shall  renounce  all  claim  to  this  additional  com- 
pensation to  Pennsylvania. 

Vm,.  x.  R  i) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SgO  RESOLUTIONS  ANi^  STATE  PAl*raS    7 

Pennsylrani*  And  finally  if  this  proposal  be  not  complied  vnil^ 
a  boundary,  j^  jg  ^^^  intention  that  it  shall  not  be  adduced  to  j^ 
^•^^y"^  judice  the  claim  of  Pennsylvania  hereafter. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  ^ 

.    Your  most  obed't.  and  ver^'  humble  serv*!?, ' 
George  Bbyan, 
John  Ewing, 
David  Rittenhouse. 
To  the  Rev.  James  Madison,  in  > 
the  Rev.  Robert  Andrews.      ) 
Baltimore  30/A  Avgust,  1*779. 


LETTER  IV. 

Gentlemettj 

Vir^nia  Although  our  arguments  against  the  claims 

commJMion.  of  Pennsylvania  haVe  not  made  that  impression  onyoa, 

sylvania     '  which  we  conceive  they  were  calculated  to  efiect,  and 

eommisslon-  however  confident  we  are  that  the  subfeciion  of  the  mer^ 

era.  ]/^  of  the  cause  to  impartial  and  adequate  judges  wou)^ 

by  no  means  establish  those  claims  yon  Nive  been 

pleased  to  make,  yet  having  received  no  powers  to  re* 

fer  the  decision  of  the  present  dispute  to  other  judges, 

we  cannot  accede  to  a  proposition  of  th«t  tendency. 

As  the  state  of  Yirgiiiia  must  be  the  sofierer  by*  any 
compromise  short  of  the  proposal  first  commnnkated 
to  you,  the  idea  of  compensation  is  altogether  mad* 
missible. 

But  considering  of  how  much  importance  it  may  be 
to  the  future  happiness  of  the  United  States,  that  every 
cause  of  discord  be  now  removed,  we  will  agree  to  Te« 
linquish  even  a  part  of  that  territory  which  you  before 
claimed,  but  which  we  still  think  is  not  included  id  die 
charter  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  therefore  propose,  that  a  line  run  due  west  9emn 
that  point  where  the  meridian  of  the  first  fountain  of 
the  north  branch  of  Potowmack  meets  the  end  of  the 
thirtieth  minute  of  the  thirty  ninth  degree  of  northern 
latitude,  five  degrees  of  longitude  to  be  computed  from 
that  part  of  the  river  Delaware  which  lies  in  the  same 
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paralle!,  shall  forever  be  the  boundary  of  Virginia  and  ^^'^^^*'^*' 
rennsylvania,  on  the  southern  part  of  the  last  men-  fJ^J^,^* 
tioned  state.      We  hope  that  this  proposal  will  finally  ^^^^f^^ 
meet  with  your  approbation,  as  it  coincides  most  near- 
ly with  the  claims  of  each  state. 
We  are,  gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obed't.  fa  very  humble  serv'ts. 
James  Madison, 
RoBEBT  Andrews. 
To  the  Hon.  George  Bryan,  the' 
Rev.  Doctor  John  Ewing,  fa  | 
David  Rittenbouse,  esquire. 
Baltimore,  August  30,  177?. 


'} 


LETTER  V. 

Gentlemen, 

We  will  agfee  to  your  proposal  of  the  30th    Pennsyhrft- 
Aoguat  1779,  for  running  and  forerer  establishing  the  niacommi»* 
sotttbern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  latitude  of  y^p^Sa^" 
thirty  nint  degrees  thirty  minutes  westward  of  the  me-  commlseion- 
ridian  of  the  source  of  the  north  branch  of  the  river  era. 
Potowmack,  upon  condition  that  you  consent  to  allow 
a  9ieridian  line  drawn  northward  from  thef  western  ex- 
tremity thereof,  as  far  as  Virginia  extends,  to  be  the 
weslero^  boundary  of  Pennsylvania. 
We  are,  gentlemen. 

Your  most  obed't.  &  very  humble  serv'ts. 
George  Brtan, 
John  Ewinq, 
David  Rittenhousk. 
To  the  Bev*  James  Madison,  fa  > 
the  Rev.  Robert  Andrews.      ) 
Bddm^re,  M$t  JiuguH  1779. 
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PeansylTiLm- 
a  boundary. 

^^^y^^  LETTER  VI. 

4      Gentlemen, 

com^won*  ^*  canuol  agree  to  make  that  addition  lo 

6rt  t9  Penn-  our  proposal  of  the  30th  of  August  ]  779,  which  you 

•ylTania         in  the  paper  conioiuaicated  to  ns  this,  day,  iiave  made 

commiMiofi.  (|,g  condition  of  your  acceptance.     But  from  thesaQie 

motive  which  has  actuated  us  throughout  the  whole  of 

thig  business,  we  will  make  a/arther  proposal  which 

we  think  as  advantageous  to  Pennsylvania  as  that  first 

made  by  you  to  us.      We  will  continue  Mason's  and 

Dixon's  line  due  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be 

computed  from  the  river  Delaware  for  your  southern 

boundary,  and  will  agree  that  a  meridian  drawn  from 

the  western  extremity  of  this  line  to  your  northern  lifln- 

it  shall  be  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  are,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obcd't.  &£  very  humble  serv'ls. 

James  Madison, 
Robert  Andbews. 

To  the  Hon.  George  Bryan,  the  ) 
Rev.  Doctor  John  Ewing,  b  \ 
David  Ritlenhonse,  esquire.     ) 
BalUmore  dugusi  31,  y79. 


LEITER  Ml. 

Gentlemen^ 


nUcommi*.   ^  ^^  ^S^^^  <o  y«>wr  '«««  proposal  «f  August 

1,  to  extend  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  due 


Pemia}lva- 
AIM.  commift- 

•ioncrsto      3l8t  1779, 

Virginia        west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from 

cManuMion.  the  river  Delaware,  for  the  southern  boundary  of  Peon. 

sylvania;  and  that  a  meridian  drawn  from  the  western 
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ektreOBity  thereof  to  the  northern  limit  of  the  state,  be  Penj^Mylvi^ 
the  western  boundary  of  Penusiylvania  forever.  ^  boundary. 

We  are,  gen'ilemeo,  v^V^^  ' 

Your  most  obed't.  h  very  humble  serves. 
George  Bryan, 
John  Ewinc, 
David  Rittenhous^. 
To  the  Rev.  James  Madison,  U  ) 
tile  Rcy.  Robert  Andrews.      I 
Baltimore,  Slst  August,  1779. 


Agreement  of  commissioners Jor  south- 
eim  and  western  boundary  ofPenn^ 
siflvania. 

Baltimore  2ist  August  1779. 

We  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  commis-    Agreement 
sioners  for  the  slate  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan,  pf  ««>to^»- 
John  Swing  and  David  Rittenhouse,  commissioners  "???*    I 
for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  do  .hereby  mutually,  in  western 
behalf  01  our  respective  states  ratify  and  confirm  the  boundftrj  of 
following  agreement,  viz.    To  extend  Mason's  and  P«n»»yl'^*' 
Qixon's  line  due  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be 
cpnoputed  frofn  the  river  Delaware,  for  the  southern 
boiindary  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  a  meridian  drawn 
from  the  western  extremity  thereof  to  the  northern  limit 
of  the  said  slate  be  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania forever:    In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
set  our  bands  this  thirty  first  day  of  August  in  they^ar 
of  our  Lord  1779, 

James  Madison,  Gcoroe  Bariut,     . 

Robert  Andrews.  John  Ewino, 

David  Rittenhouse. 
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Pfennsyfrani- 

abn^tdarv.  Rattytcation  of  lite  hmfidary  line  he^ 
Iween  Pennsyhania  and  llrginia^ 
on  the  part  oj' Pennsylvania. 

In  General  Assembly  of  ilie  Commonwealtli  ofPenn- 
.  sjlvania. 

Friday,  JSTovember  ISth;  1779. 
1UU6c&tioA      Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  house  look 
dar?  line  "on  "P  ^^^  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  settle 
the  part  of     the  boundary  line  between  this  state  and  Virginia,  aad 
Pennftylva-    the  same  being  read  and  fully  considered 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  this  house  do  ratify  and 
6nally  confirm  the  agreement  entered  into  between 
commissioners  from  the  state  of  Virginia  and  commis- 
sioners from  this  state,  which  agreement  is  in  {be  fol* 
losing  words. 

Baltimore,  August  3l$i,  }779. 

Wc  George  Bryan,  John  Ewtng  and  D«^  RittMi- 
boose,  commissioners  for  the  «tate  of  Penn^fMla, 
and  we,  James  Madisofi  and  Robert  Aftdrews^  camt- 
mlssioners  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  aatiml- 
ly,  in  behalf  of  oar  respective  stal^  ratify  and  coafirlBi 
the  following  agreemei|t,  viz. 

To  extend  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  doe  west  five^e^ 
gr^s  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  fVom  the  rhrer  De^ 
'  laware,  for  the  southern  boundary  of  Penngylvaiiia; 
and  that  a  meridian  drawn  from  the  w^ertk  extremity 
tttereof  to  the  northern  limits  of  the  said  state,  be  4^ 
tvestern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever.  In  wit- 
ness whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  &is  thir- 
ty first  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  fimn* 
stnd  seven  hondreid  and  seventy  nine. 

GsoRGE  Brtan,  James  Madison, 

John  Ewing,  Robert  Andrews, 

David  Rittenhouse. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Howe, 

JOHN  BAYARD,  Speaker. 
Attested, 

Thomas  Paine, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


IR 


FJBltMI  111^  TO  1781.  ^n 

^5'    Resofulions  of  Ike  Genefal  Assembly  — v— ^ 
vifl         af  Virginia^  res  peeling  Uie  disputed 
f        boundary  tcilli  Pennsylrania. 

®  ,    In  THE  Hou:Ji:  OF  Delegates 

^  ,         Juwe  23rf,  l':^80. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  had  under  Conditional 
^\  their  consideration  the  agreement  entered  into  between  JJ|  the  part 
^  the  commissioners  of  this  commonwealth  and  those  of  of  Virginia. 
^*  Pennsylvania,  at  Baltimore,  on  tlie  31st  day  of  August 
in  the  year  1779,  respecting  the  disputed  territory  and 
boundary  line  between  the  two  stafes,  together  with  the 
papers  and  proceedings  thereupon;  and  although  th« 
general  assembly  of  Virginia  are  far  from  thinking  the 
reasoning  of  the  Pennsylvania  commissioners  in  sup- 
port of  their  claim  conclusive,  or  thai  this  commoi^ 
wealth  is  hound  by  the  agency  of  commissioners  whose 
powers  were;  restrained  to  an  agreement  for  a^ertoin- 
ij^g  boundaries,  to  be  pcferred  to  their  respective  aj$6ein-» 
biie^,  for  their  ratification  or  rejection;  yet  actuated  by 
the  same  principles  and  motives  which  inditced  thtt 
GonveJStion^  of  Virginia,  in  that  act  which  formed  our 
new  government,  to  make  a  cession  and  release  of  tbe 
terriiery  eonlained  within  their  respective  charters,  to 
tbe  Deighbouriog  states,  to  promote  the  common  cau$e 
of  America^  to  prevcjit  as  far  as  in  their  power  future 
<y^ate  and  aotoiosity,  and  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  ' 

their  professions  and  desire  to  cultivate  and  maintaio 
the  most  cordial  harmony  with  their  sister  state  of 
Pennsyivania  united  with  us,  by  the  most  sacred  ties, 
inahe  dB&Dce  of  our  common  rights  and  liberty,  the 
general  assembly  of  Virginia  are  willing  to  ratify  ibe 
aforesaid  agreement  on  the  conditions  expressed  in  the 
following  Resolve,  corresponding  with  the  reservation 
in  their  offer  of  December  18lh  1776. 

Resolved  therefore  that  the  agreement  made  on  \he 
3Ist  day  of  Aagust  1779,  between  James  Madison  and 
Robert  Andrews,  commissioners  for  the  commonwealth 
of  Virginia*  and  George  Bryan,  John  Ewing  and  Da- 
vid Rittenhouse,  commissioners  for  thg  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  hQ  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to 
wit,  that  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dix- 
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Peiinsyjvaoi-  qd's  lioc  be  extended  due  west  five  degrees  of  longi- 
a  oHimary.    ^^j^^  ^  ^  coiii|i*itcd  from  the  river  D^aiy9fe|  for,l|y 
southern  boundarj  uX  Penn>3lvania,  and  tliat  a  meri- 
dian drawn  from  fhe  western  extremity  thereof  to  the 
northern  limits  of  the  ^aid  states  respectively,  b«  Uie 
western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever.     On  con- 
dition that  the  private  property  and  rights  of  all  per- 
sons acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  recognized  by  tbe 
laws  of  either  country,  previous  to  the  dale  hereoij  be 
saved  and  confirmed  to  tirem,  although  they  shonld  be. 
found  to  fall  within  the  oth^r;  and  that  in  the  decisioa 
of  disputes  thereupon,  preference  shall  be  given  to  tlie 
elder  or  prior  riffht  which  ever  of  the  said  .state9tb^. 
same  shall  have  been  acquired  under;  such  persons  payr 
ing  to  that  state  within  whose  boundary  their  lands 
shall  be  included,  the  same  purchase  or  consideratiati 
money  which  would  have  been  due  from  them  to  tbe 
slate  under  which  they  claimed  the  right:  and  wtiefc 
any  such  purchase  or  consideration  money  tiath  since 
tbe  declaration  of  American  Independence  been  re- 
ceived by  either  state  for  lands,  which  according  to  tbe 
beloije  recited  agreement  shall  fall  within  the  territory 
of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  reciprocally  refund^ 
and  repaid. 

Resolved  that  upon  the  acceptance  and' full  ratifica- 
tion of  this  condition  and  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  governor  be  em- 
powered with  the  advice  of  the  council  \o  appoint  two 
commissidners  on  behalf  of  this  commonwealth,  in  cori- 
Junction  with  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  extend  tbe  line  cnm- 
mouly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  five  degrees  of 
longitude  (Vom  Delaware  river  as  aforesaid,  and  from 
the  Western  termination  thereof  to  run  and  mark  a  me- 
ndian  line  to  th^  Ohio  river,  which  is  as  far  as  tbe  ge- 
neral assembly  conceive  the  same  can  at  pcesent^be  tx^ 
tended  and  marked,  without  danger  of  umbrage  to  t^ 
Indian:;;  giving  to  the  said  commissioners  on  the  p^rt 
of  Virginia  such  instructions  therein,  as  the  governor 
with  the  advice  of  (he  council  shall  judge  proper. 
Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  a  D. 
1780,  July  IsL 
Agreed  to  by  the  Senate  with  an  amendment. 

Will.  Drew,  C.  S.  ' 
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Amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  »^^|^nr. 
to  the  resolution  respecting  the  dis^  ^"^^^"^^ 
puled  boundary  with  Pennsyha^ 
nia. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  resolution  add  "  And  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  disputed  territory  now  ceded  to  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  shall  not  before  the  first  day  of 
December  in  the  present  year  be  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  any  tax,  nor  at  any  time  to  the  payment  of  ar- 
tears  of  tstxes  or  impositions  heretofore  laid  by  either 
state.*' 

WILL,  DREW,  C.  S. 

4rflJt«fy,  17S0. 

The  House  of  Delegates  agree  to  the  Senates  amend* 
ment  touching  the  disputed  boundary  with  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Mr.  Mason  to  inform  them  of.  ^ 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D, 


Resolution  instructing  delegates  in 
Congress^  in  treaty  with  Spain  to 
stipulate  for  free  commerce  of  Mis- 
sissippi' 

In  the  House  or  pcLsoAtEs, 

Friday  the  23nd  of  October  1779. 

Re$olv€df  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Delegates    N|^vi«ii<m 
of  this  cammonwealth  in  Ccmgress,  in  case  of  any  trea-  of  MiiSm^ 
ty  whh  the  court  of  Spain,  for  their  taking  posaessipn  pi^ 
^th^  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida,  or  either  of 
^em,  they  use  tbeir  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  an  ex^- 
press  stipulation  in  favour  of  the  United  American 
^«t,  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi 
to  the  sea,  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  commercei 
>^ith  the  right  of  mooring  vessels  to  the  shores  of  the 
*aid  liirer)  aad  also  the  free  navigation  of  the  gulph  of 

Vol.  X.  S3 
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•*^g^t^rt  Florida  between  the  said  river  and  the  Athnttc  ocean, 
MiailMippi.  ^^^  ^  ^^^  P^*^  ^^  ports,  in  the  Island  of  New  Orleans, 
or  some  other  conTenieni  place  or  places  for  exporu- 
tion  and  importation,  and  the  privilege  of  a  consul  to 
reside  there, ^or  the  saperintendance  of  the  lamie. 
\      Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 
jyovemberZ,  177§. 

Agreed  to  by  the  Senate  with  an  amendment  in  the 
fourth  line,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  they'*  "  cqh- 
iinue  io^^^ 

WILL.  DREW,  as. 
Jiovmber  S,  1779. 

Agreed  to, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.H.D. 


Resolution  respecting  the  Navigatiofi 
of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

Tuesday i  the  2nd  of  January ,  l78I. 

Resolved  J  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississip- 
pi ought  to  be  claimed  by  Virginia  only  as  co-exten- 
'  sive  with  our  territory,  and  that  oar  delegates  in  con- 
gress be  instructed  to  procure  for  the  other  states  in  the 
Union  the  free  navigation  of  that  river  as  exteuMvely 
as  the  territprial  po^ession  of  the  said  states  reaches 
respectively,  and  that  every  further  or  other  denrand 
of  the  said  navigation  be  ceded  if  insisting  on  die  same 
is  deemed  an  impediment  to  a  treaty  with  Spwi» 

Provided,  That  the  said  delegates  use  their  endea* 
vour  to  obtain  on  behalf  of  this  state  or  other  states 
having  territory  on  the  said  river,  a  free  port  or.ports 
below  the  territoi^  of  such  states  respectively. 
Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C  RO. 
January  2»d,nQl. 
.  Agreed  to  by  the  senate, 

WILL,  DBEW^jCL*- 
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UMidbootttf 

JResoluttonJbr  extending  bounty  and 
cloathing  given  by  law  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers. 

:  In  Ttifi  Hov9£  OF  Deleoatbs, 

The  2&th  JS^avember  1779. 

Besohed^  That  all  oflScers  and  soMiers  being  citi- 
zens of  Ihid  commonwealth,  belonging  to  any  corps  on 
continental  establishroenl,  and  not  being  in  the  actual 
service  of  any  other  state,  shall  hereafter  be  entitled  to 
all  state  provisions,  cloathing,  bounty,  or  other  emolu- 
ments either  in  land  or  money,  which  have  been  or 
shall  be  allowed  to  those  belonging  to  the  line  of  this 
Slate,  although  such  officers  and  soldiers  do  not  imme- 
diately serve  therein,  and  also  to  the  six  months  pay 
presented  to  each  officer  and  soldier  by  *'  An  act  to 
enable  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  to  encou- 
rage the  soldiers  of  the  same  line  to  continue  in  the 
cootinental  service. 

Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 

/fovember  27th,  1779. 

Agreed  to  by  the  senate, 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 


4ddres&  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
the  delegates  of  the  United  Ameri- 
can States  in  Congress.  ^^^^  ^ 

the  general 
In  th£  House  of  Delugates,  Mtemblyef 

Wedneidaytht2AthofMay,llW^     SSSS^^n 

A  motion  was  made  tha^t  the  House  do  agree  to  the  ^^^^^ 

Ibltowing  address*  Si^toutheni 

The  address  of  the  Genersd  Assembly  of  the  com-  ■**^*^^ 

monwealth  of  Virginia,  to  the  delegates  of  ibe  United  o^rationsof 

American  S^itesi  iq  Conjpress  assembled  ^a  enemy. 
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The  general  assembly  of  VirgcnialiaviBg  reeslFed 
represeotatioos  from  the  legislature  of  North  Cw^Vmar 
and  from  governor  Rutledge  of  the  present  criticii  and 
alarming  sitaation  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina; 
Charlestown  besieged  by  a  namerons  army^  blocked 
up  by  sea  and  land,  all  communication  between  the . 
town  and  country  cut  off,  the  British  troops  actuaOy 
in  possession  of  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  country 
vpon  the  sea  and  navigable  rivers,  and  the  Indian  eoe- 
nemy  (whose  tribes  are  numerous  and  powerful  in  that 
quarter^  making  incursions  upon  their  western  froo* 
tier,  and  little  hope  of  the  garrison  of  Charlestown  be- 
ing long  able  to  defend  it;  upon  the  capture  or  surren* 
der  of  which,  not  only  military  stores  ip  a  great  a- 
monnt,  but  a  Considerable  number  of  veteran  troops  and 
many  valuable  officers  will  be  lost  and  no  adequate  means 
remain  of  defending  that  and  the  adjacent  state  of  North 
Carolina  or  stopping  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  whose 
views  will  extend  with  their  success,  and  may  produce 
the  most  fatal  consequences  to  the  American  cause. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  general  assembly  of 
Virginia  are  induced  to  think  that  the  face  of  the  A- ' 
merican  war  is  in  a  great  measure  changed,  and  Ifaat 
the  principal  object  of  the  enemy  this  campaign  is  the 
conquest  of  the  southern  states.    The  general  assembly 
of  Virginia  are  making  every  exertion  in  tbetr  power 
to  raise  and  send  forward  a  body  of  militia,  but  con- 
scious that  such  aid  alone  will  not  only  be  ineflkctaal, 
but  too  slow  in  its  operation,  and  considering  the  pre- 
sent general  attack  by  the  Indians  on  their  western  and 
the  prospect  of  an  immediate  invasion  on  their  easttSrn 
frontier,  in  repelling  which  a  great  part  ef  their  mili- 
tia will  necessarily  be  employed,  they  think  it  th«E  du- 
ty to  call  the  attention  of  congress  to  this,  important 
object,  and  eatnestly  to  conjure  them  without  delay  to 
adopt  the  most  eflectual  means  of  defending  and  Jnann- 
taining  the  southern  states;  which  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia  apprehend  camot  be  effected  bui  by  a  &r- 
ther  speedy  and  powerful  reinforcement  of  continental 
troops,  and  a  supply  of  arms  for  the  North  Carolina 
milida,  to  whom  the  government  of  Virgitra  hath  al- 
ready furnished  all  it  is  able  to  spare. 
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Aod  the  said  address,  being  read  a  third  time,  was  ^d«Mto 
jm  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  .^^3!^^' 

TesUy  • 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 

May  24tA  iTBO. 

Agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  nemine  contradicente. 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S 


Resolution  respecting  .hoxindary  be^ 
tween  North  Carolina  and  Virgi- 
nia. 

|n  ths  House  of  Delegates, 

TAe  5/A  day  o/Jttly  1780, 
TPh*  general  assembly  of  Virginia  having  at  a  for-    Resolution 
nver  iession  proposed  to  the  assembly  of  the  neighbour-  cuninantt  to 
ing  commonwealth  of  North  Carolina  to  pass  mutual  Unds  afiect- 
laws  for  securing  real  property  to  the  owners,  whether  cdby  mn- 
ciaimed  by  title  of  record  or  actual  settlement,  who  on  J^J^lnr 
runnifig  the  late  boundary  line  might  be  found  nat  to  between Vir^ 
be  in  the  state  they  settled  under,  and  wishing  to  esta- pnia  and  if . 
Wish  a  principle  for  aUolishinff  all  local  distinctions  be-^?|?^"J'*" 
tweeB  states  m  one  Union,  whose  citizenship  is  or  ought  ^^^, 
to  be  reciprocal,  have  observed  with  great  pleasure  that  modes  of  ac- 
the  legUlatufe  of  North  Carolina  have  in  part  closed  ^**ij™"f^u** 
wHb  their  proposition,  by  passing  a  law  in  October  one  f^y^^^^gt' 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine  for  the  pur-  volution,  art 
pole  of  establishing  titles  by  actual  settlement.     Butpoi^***^  ^"^ 
as  by  a  subsequent  law  the  operation  of  the  first  act  is 
suspended  until  their  next  session,  in  order  to  do  jus- 
tice between  patentees  under  this  government  and  mere 
setual  settlers  obtaining  the  same  land,  as  it  is  doubt- 
ftil  whether  tlie  said  patentees  are  in  the  said  first  law 
provided  for;  as  ia  speedy  decision  of  the  matter  would 
quiet  the  minds  of  men  immediately  interested  therein, 
which  it  is  hoped  the  assembly  of  North  Carolina  will 
give  at  their  next  session;  and  that  they  may  have  all 
necessary  iofornqatioti  on  the  somect, 
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N.Ca*"olina  .  ResoWed  therefore  that  it  be  represented  tatheiM-- 
botmda-y.^  serably  of  North  Carolina,  that  there  were  under  ibe. 
regal  government  several  modes  of  gaining  a  title  to 
lands,  none  of  which  became  complete,  except  by  the 
obtaining  a  patent  written  on  parchment  and  signed  by 
the  governor  for  the  time  being;  and  that  a  claim  to 
Unappropriated  land,  was  only  suppor^ble  between 
the  lime  of  entry  and  the  time  of  obtaining  such  pa- 
tent, after  which  the  title  of  the  patentee  became  indc^ 
feasible,  unless  by  another  patent  of  prior  date. 

That  no  title  by  settlement  ^as  recognized  under 
the  said  former  government,  such  title  being  first  esta* 
blished  by  a  resolution  of  convention  of  the  twenty 
fourth  da^  of  May  one  thousand  seven  hundred  aqd 
seventy  six,  which  declared  ^'  that  all  persons  settled 
on  any  unlocated  or  unappropriated  lands  to  which 
there  was  none  other  just  claim,  should  have  the  pre- 
emption or  preference  in  the  grant  of  such  lands,"  but 
that  this  resolntion  could  never  have  retrospect  so  as 
to  defeat  prior  patentees,  and  thns^  prove  so  iigurioos 
to  fair  purchasers;  neither  can  lands  before  patented 
come  within  the  description  of  ^  unlocated  or  unappfb^ 
priated."  This  assembly  find  themselves  therefore  hn- 
pelled  by  every  motive  of  law  and  justice,  warmly  16 
solicit  the  assembly  of  North  Carolina  to  establish  tbef 
several  titles  to  lands  under  their  former  proposition, 
and  must  also  inform  the  said  assembly  that  patentee^ 
and  purchasers  under  them  have  a  right  by  the  laws 
of  this  state  to  a  preference  to  all  other  claims,  and  thM 
a' deprivation  of  this  right  would  involve  several  (kiv 
and  bona  fide  purchasers  in  unmerited  loss,  sined  they 
could  never  have  foreseen  that  which  was  thongfat  to 
be  impossible,  to  wit;  that  a  title  under  an  express  pa- 
tent might  be  defeated.  They  will  further  observe, 
also  that  a  certificate  from  the  register  of  the  land  of^ 
fice  is  the  legal  mode  of  fixing  the  anthenticity  of  {pa- 
tents. 

The  assembly  of  Virginia  again  profess  their  wil- 
lingness, on  being  informed  of  the  ultimate  determifUN 
tion  of  the  assembly  of  North  Carolina,  to  meet  than 
on  the  most  liberal  ground,  and  to  do  every  things 
their  part,  that  right  may  take  place  herein.  '  * 

Resolved  that  copies  of  the  foregoing  resi!diition  be 
transmitted  by  the  governor  to  bis  excellency  the  go* 
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vemor  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  ibc  speaker  of  the  ^-  CapoCna 
^•Sembly.  boundary. 

Teste,  .  V>nn^ 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  a  H.  D, 

Agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 


/ 


Representation  to  North  Carolina. 

In  the  House  of  Delegated, 

The  I2th  of  June  1781. 

M|i.  Tyler  reported  from  the  committee  for  Courts  Representfu 
of  Justice,,  that  the  committee  had  according  to  order  tion  to  K. 
orepsMred  a  representation  to  the  general  assembly  of  ^*"**»"*  °" 
North  Carolina,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after-  of  aUe8''to 
wards  ({slivered  in  at  tiie  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  Unci  which 
was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  house  as  ™*y  ^^^^  >"• 
foHoweth:  ^^^^^' 

The  Assembly  of  Virginia,  although  no  notice  hath  tension  of 
been  taken  of  two  representations  heretofore  made  to  the  bounda- 
the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  will  not  yet  entertain  ^  **"*" 
an  idea  that  the  neglect  proceeds  from  any  fixed  in- 
tention of  doing  injustice;  they  do  therefore  once  more 
warmly  solicit  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  to 
make  a  provision  for  those  pei  sons  who  have  obtained 
titles  to  lands  supposed  to  be  in  Virginia,  but  which 
are  now  likely  to  fall  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina; 
and  must  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  they  shall  be 
compelled  by  every  motive  of  public  policy  and  of  that 
protection  due  to  their  citizens,  to  refuse  their  assent 
to  the  establishment  of  any  boundary  line,  until  this 
their  request,  so  consonant  to  the  principles  of  the  con- 
lederation,  the  bonds  of  good  neighborhood,  and  the 
rights  of  mankind  be  complied  with.  How  is  it  that 
the  state  of  North  Carolina  have  claimed  their  territo- 
ry by  charter  from  the  king  of  England  and  yet  deny 
efficacy  to  patents  derived  Froui  ihe  same  source.^ 
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Uibeie  cfaariers  are  valid  to  define  Itie  liiiiittli(i(|t^. 
are  not  patents  which  possess  the  same  foundation  va^ 
lid  to  prescribe  the  bounds  of  private  ownership?    If 
the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  ^should  explode  the 
authority  of  these  patents,  they  may  draw  themselves 
into  a  disagreeable  predicament  with  respect  to  the 
United  States,  which  needs  only  to  be  hinted  at  to  be 
understood.    But  if  the  Indian  title  is  the  only  good 
one,  then  doth  Virginia  positively  claitn  the  lands  in 
dispute,  by  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  the  Cberokees  ua 
tlie  vear  1770  by  the  express  permission  of  the,crp«:ii; 
the  bounds  of  which  purchase,  and  not  the  late  extejodt* 
ed  line,  roust  be  the  mark  of  territory  between  the  tiro 
sitates.    Indeed  Virginia  built  Fort  ratrick  Henry  foe 
the  express  defence  of  this  land  so  piurchased  of  the 
Cherokees*    The  assembly  of  Virginia  do  net  wish  the 
legislature  of  North  Carolina  to  act  in  a  judicial  capa* 
eity^  by  saying  that  the  title  of  any  individual  is  to  be 
preferi^ed,  but  they  ask  them  to  establish  the  bast  Vir-^ 
gfinia  title  in  whomsoever  it  may  be  placed,  and  to  di^ 
rect  that  the  laws  and  usages  of  Virginia  befetofore 
made,  shall  be  the  rule  of  determination;  leaving  the 
several  claimants  to  prosecute  their  titles  in  the  usual 
channels.    This  proposition  was  made  by  the  assem- 
bly  of  Virginia  before  it  was  known  in  what  maimer  a 
line  extended  by  the  king  of  England's  charters  would 
affect  the  claimants,  which  proves  that  it  was  not  the 
effect  of  any  particular  modve.    The  assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia hope  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  represen- 
tation, that  it  will  not  go  unnoticed,  as  the  otbm  have 
done,  but  that  the  l^slatnre  of  North  Carolina  will, 
favor  them  with  their  determination,  'dll  which  the  mi* 
sembly  of  Virginia  will  pos^one  all  farther  roeanurct 
in  this  business. 

Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 

1781,  June  I3th. 

Agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 

WILL.  DREW,  O.  S. 
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iMtnictioQ 

M»99hakm  ^fbr  iMtruetmg  delegates  S  ^^ 
to  congress.  k^'y^j 

1v  TBE  House  of  Deleqao^es, 
^    *  June  IM  1780. 

'  Resohei^  That  the  Virginia  delegates  to  congr^s  be  .  Betotadoa 
inforiDed  that  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  are  a-  ^jS^S^to 
larmed  at  the  omission  ofthe  Teas  and  Nays  in  themonth*  anfreM,  on 
Ijr  puMication  6f  the  proceedings  of  congress,  as  the  ***•  «bjeet 
publication  of  them  best  ascertains  the  conduct  of  thehr  ^^^^^^^ 
delegati&s  in  every  impoitant  debate.  pjf  -  -  ^^ 

^J^solted,  That  it  be  an  instrootion  to  the  Virginia 
delegates  in  congress,  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to 
have  the  Teas  and  Nays  on  every  important  question 
printed  in  the  Journals  of  Congress  as  formerly. 
Te^te, 

JOHN  BECKLET,  C.  H.  D. 
July  13^  1780. 

Agreed  10  by  die  Senate, 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 


Vol.  X.  T  3 
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tHrcuiar  Letter  of  the  President  of  Congreis.^^Decla- 
.  ration  of  Maryland. — Instructions  of  the  Oeneral  As- 
sembly  ofMaryland^  to  her  Delegates  in  Congresi. — 
Remumstrance  of  the  Oeneral  AssenMy  of  rireinia 
•  to  Congress. — Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  xorh^ 
to  faciittcUe  the  completion  of  the  Articles  of  Con^ 
federation. — Resolution  of  Congress^  pressing  upon 
the  sjtatesj  holding  western  lands ,  to  surrender  apor^ 
tion  of  their  territorial  claims,  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  Union^-^Resolution  of  the  General  Assenmy 
of  Virginia,  for  ceding  her  J^orth  Western  Territo- 
ry to  the  United  States. 

[8^  In  order  to  anderstand  the  import  of  the  fol- 
lowing papers^  of  which  a  summary  is  given  above,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  premise  that,  by  the  ancient  char- 
ters of  the  crown  of  England  to  the  American  colonies, 
some  of  them  held  very  large  western  territories,  ex- 
tending, as  in  the  case  of  Virginia,  even  to  the  Pacific  ^ 
Ocean;  or,  as  expressed  in  the  charter,  '<  from  sea  to 
sea,  west  and  northwest."  This  inequality,  in  point  ^^  au  ^t 
territory,  excited  no  jealousies  among  the  colonies  p,  93^  3^,  ^ 
while  (bey  all  remained  subject  to  the  same  parent 
country.  But  when  they  declared  themselves  sove- 
reign and  independent  states,  and  these  vast  tracts  of 
unappropriated  lands  were  to  |p>ecome  the  property  of 
the  states,  to  which  they  were  annexed,  and  were  bo 
longer  vested  in  the  crown^  as  under  the  colonial  go- 
vernment, a  spirit  of  discontent  began  to  manifest  it- 
selC  Maryland,  though  a  party  to  the  declaration  of 
independencey  aiad  wli9  had  made  strenuous  exertiong 
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tGfetnon  bf  for  the  pfosecution  of  the  war,  did  not  tatifif^***  rfrti- 
ftwterrito*'  ^*"  of  coufederatiomintil  1781.  She  insisted  tfiat  Ute 
-^-'^'  states,  claiming  these  western  territories,  shouMTbfittg 
^^Tr^  them  into  the  common  stock,  for  the  benefit  of  the  vAt^ 
eeUent^u'  Union.  Virginia,  expressing  an  earnest  wish'  td'  W- 
ef  the  Laws  move  every  cause  of  jeahmsy,  refers  to  her  overtuM 
oT^eUmflld  heretofore  made  to  congress  for  a  cession  of  west  em 
JJ*^ V^  lands,  (or  bounties  to  continental  troops,  but  protests 
pnbliiked  in  against  any  usurped  jurisdiction,  within  her  territo^, 
18l5»ToLl,  by  countenancing  the  daims  of  the  f^tfti^0h2i«  Md^lNh 
P'  ^  diana  companies,  or  aiiy  other  matter  or  thing  sdlKi^ 

give  of  her  sovereignty.  New  York  in  ord^r  h>*%ail^ 
oliate,  passed  the  act,  which  will  be  fbund  in  Hifi^'b^ 
lection.  Congress  strongly  ^recommended  H  to'theAs 
veral  states,  holding  western  territory,  to  reriiavc^all 
further  impediments  to  a  complete  ratification  of  the 
articles  ot  confederation,  by  ceding  a  portion  of  that 
territory  to  the  United  States.  Finally  Virginia  pass- 
ed the  resolution  for  ceding  her  territory,  nofttf  wHi 
of  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  United  States.] 


PhaaddpkU  September  10,  1780. 
Sia,  •    ,     ' .  •      .  ^  i :    -^^ 

Letter  from  Your  excellency  wHI  receive  herewith  cAffdOMd 

the  Presi-  ^"  ^^^  of  congress  of  the  6th  instant;  adopting  the  fe- 
(ient  of  Con-  port  of  a  committee,  together  with  copies  of  the  sevefkl 
B'««J^^J^  papers  referred  to  in  the  report.  *'  > 

levertiststeg  J  ^^  directed  to  transmit  copies  of  this  repbtt  litfd 
the  several  paper$  therein  mentioned  to  the  le^^ttito 
of  the  several  states,  that  they  all  may  be  infor*^  of 
the  desire  and  endeavours  of  congress  on  so  inlpor- 
tant  a  subject^  and  those.particular  states  whit^k  lld^e 
claims-  to  the  western  territory  and  the  slate  ^IfHtkff* 
land)  may  adopt  the  measures  rec6mraertded1)y'^0B- 
^as'jn  order  to  obtain  a  final  ratiiicAtion  of  tte  aM- 
^4es  of  confederation.  ••     /'^-,  •  , 
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-t^oogres^  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  vast  import    Cession  t( 
44PC^.of  slie.subject  have  maturely  considered  the  same,  ^^1^^^^^ 
ft|i4dt^eiresuU  of  their  deliberation  is  contained  in  the  i^r^*^^? 
^OC^os^  report,  which  being  full  and  expressive  of  ^^^^'^ 
liieir  sentiments  upon  the  subject:  without  any  addi- 
49Pfd  observaiioosy  it  is  to  be  hoped  and  most  earnest- 
ly desired  tl>at  the  wisdom,  generosity  and  candour  of  ' 
4|Q  legislatures  of  the  several  states  which  have  it  in 
th^if  power,  on  the  one  hand  to  remove  the  obstacles, 
.9ild  PH.  the  other  to  complete  the  confederation,  may 
du'^^ibem  to  such  measures  in  compliance  with  the 
«fHrQ9fft  recommendations  of  congress  as  shall  speedily 
a^^Qipplish  an  event  S0  important  and   desirable  a& 
.the  .ratification  of  ihei  confederation  by  all  the  states. 
I  have  the  honor  to-be, 

Witli  the  highest  respect  &  consideration. 
Your  excellency's  most  obed't.  servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Prfndffir, 
Htt  Bxcellency, 

The  Governor  of  Virginia. 


BY  THE  STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

'A  Declaration. 

■  Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland  hath  Declmtioa 
to^tfrfbre  resoKed  "  That  the  delegates  from  this  state  of  Mwyltnd. 
fhoald  be  instructed  ta  remonstrate  to  the  congress,  that 
ibis  f^tat^  esteeip  it  essentially  necessary  for  rendering 
the  Union  lasting,  that .  the  UiMted  States  in  congress 
'gfd^eq^ble^  should  have  full  power  to  ascertain  and  fix 
4da^. western  limits  of  those  states  that  claim  to  the  Mit- 
^issif^  <Hr  South  Sea." 

^  .  ;^  That  this  state  considered  themselves  justly  enti- 
^tled  fo  n  right  »n  common  with  the  other  members  of 
ifae  tiaioii,  to  that  extensive  tract  of  country  which  lies 
4o  the  westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  .States, 
thjp  iMToper^  of  which  was  not  vested  in,  or  granted  to 
individuals  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  wair: 
That  the  same  had  been  or  might  thereafter  be  gaiaed 
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IJession  of  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  hativ^'lo^ank 

i^rthwest-  ijy  the  blood  and  treasure  of  all,  and  ought  thcrefoi* 

*^^^^.   to  be  a  commoQ  estate  to  be  granted  out  on  terms  o^- 

^^^'^^    ncficial  to  all  (he  United  Slates,  and  that  tbey  s;faoul4 

use  their  utmost  endeavours  that  an  article  to  that  et 


'■Mi 


be  made  part  of  the  confederation. 

That  this  state  would  contrib^e  their  quota  of  men 
and  money  towards  carrying  on  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  frec-^ 
dom  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  accordidg^ 
to  such  rule  of  proportion  as  should  be  determined  by 
the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  and  woul^ 
pay  their  proportions  of  all  money  issued  or  borrow.ed 
by  congrees  or  which  might  thereaAer  be  Issued  or  ^r* 
rowed  for  the  purpose  aU)resaid.  And  that  this  state 
would  sLccede  to  and  faithfully  execute  all  treaties  which 
had  been  or  should  be  made  by  authority  of  congress,^ 
and  would  be  bound  and  governed  by  the  determinsin 
tion  of  the  Uiiited  States  in  congress  assembled,  rela- 
tive to  peace  or  war. 

That  this  state  hath  upon  all  occasions  shown  htr 
zeal  to  promote  and  maintain  the  general  welfare  of 
tlie  United  States  of  America:  That  upon  the  same 
principle  they  are  of  opinion  a  confederation  of  perpe- 
tljal  friendship  and  union  between  the  United  States  is 
highly  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole;  and  that 
they  are  most  willing  and  desirous  to  eater  ;ntp  si  con-^ 
federation  and  union,  but  at  the  same  time  such  con- 
federation should  in  their  opinion  t>€. formed  oo  the 
principles  of  justice  and  equity. 

Which  resolves,  remonstrance,  and  iQStructians  were, 
by  our  delegates  laid  before  congress,,  and  the  obj^rj 
tions  therein  made  to  the  confederation  were  submitted 
in  writing  to  their  consideration,  and  the  severj^l  pointy 
fully  discussed  and  debated,  and  the  alteraVlops  ant} 
amendments  proposed  by  oui^delegates  to  the  con^e^ 
ration  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  instructions  by. 
us  to  them  given,  were  rejected,  and  no  satisfactory 
reasons  assigned  for  the  rejectiou  thereof. 

We  do  therefore  declare  that  we  esteem  it  fundaaienn 
ully  wrong  and  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  equi- 
na and  good  policy,  on  which  a  confederation  between 
iree,  sovereign  and.independent  states  ought  to  be  f^uod* 
ed;  Ihat  this  or  any  other  state  entering  ipio  sucli  con* 
federation,  «hottkl  be  bariheoed  with  bea?y  e^^encer 
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for  the  sobdoing  and  guarranteeing  immense  tracts  of  Cesakm  of 
t;Quntry,  if  they  are  not  to  share  any  part  of  the  mo-  e^pn^tOT^o^ 
nies  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  within  those  v^pv-xJ/ 
y-acis,  or  be  oiiicrwise  benefited  thereby.    In  confor-  ^^^^^r 
mity  to  this  our  opinion,  the  sentiments  of  our  consti- 
tuents, injustice  to  them  and  ourselves^  and  least  such 
construction,  should  hereafter  be  put  on  the  undefined 
expressions  contained  in  the  third  article  of  the  confed* 
eration^  ani  the  proviso  to  the  ninth  (according  to  which 
no  state  is  to  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Onited  States)  as  may  subject  all  to  such  guarrail« 
ty  as  aforesaid,  and  deprive  some  of  the  said  states  of 
ibeir  right  in  common  to  the  lands  aforesaid. 

We  declare  that  we  mean  not  to  subject  ourselves  to 
Such  guarranty  nor  will  we  be  responsible  for  any  pari 
of  such  expense,  unless  the  third  article  and  proviso 
aforesaid  be  explained  so  as  to  prevent  their  being 
hereafter  construed  in  a  manner  injurious  to  this  state. 
Willing  however  to  remove,  as  far  as  we  can  consist- 
ently with  the  trust  conferred  upon  us,  every  other  ob- 
jection on  our  part  to  the  confederation,  and  anxious- 
[^  desirous  lo  cement  by  the  most  indissoluble  ties,  that 
Union,    which  has  hitherto  enabled  us  to  resist  the 
artifices  and  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  conceiv- 
ing ourselves,  as  we  have  heretofore  declared,  justly 
entitled  to  a  right  in  common  with  the  other  members 
of  the  tJnIon  to  tliat  extensive  country  lying  to  the 
westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  the  pro* 
perty  of  which  was  not  vested  in  or  granted  to  indivi* 
duals  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  wan 
*-  We  declare  that  we  will  accede  to  the  confederatiotii 
provided  an  article  or  articles  be  added  thereto,  giving 
full  power  %6  the'United  States  in  congress  assembled 
to  ascertain  and  fix  the  western  limits  of  the  states 
claiming  (o Extend  to  the  Mississippi,  or  South  Sea, 
and  expressly  reserving  or  securing  to   the  United 
States  a  night  in  common  in,  and  to  all  the  lands  lying 
to  the  westward  of  the  frontiers  as  aforesaid,  not  grant- 
ed to,  surveyed  for,  or  purchased  by  individuals  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  in  such  manner  that 
the  said  lands  be  sold  out,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  all  the  states;  and  that  the  mo- 
ney arising  from  the  sale  of  those  lands,  or  the  quit 
rents  reserved  thereon,  may  be  deemed  and  taken  as 
part  of  the  monies  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
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as  snch  be  appropriated  by  congress  towards  defraying 
cmierntory  ^^^  cxpences  of  the  waf^  and  the  payment  of  intcresf 
•     -  on  monies  borrowed  or  to  be  borrowed  on  the  credit 

of  the  United  Stales  from  France  or  any  other  Euro* 
pean  powef,  or  for  any  other  joint  benefit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  '  . 

We  do  further  declare  that  the  exclusive  claim  set 
up  by  some  states  to  the  whole  western  country  by  ex- 
tending their  limits  to  the  Mississippi  or  South  Sea,  is 
in  our  judgment  without  any  solid  foundation,  and  we 
religiously  believe,  will,  if  submitted  to,  prove  ruiooos 
to  this  state,  and  to  other  states  similarly. circumstanced, 
and  in  process  of  time  be  the  means  of  subverting  ifae 
confederation,  if  it  be  not  explained  by  the  additional 
article  or  articles  proposed,  so  as  to  obviate  all  miscoB- 
struction  and  misinterpretation  of  those  parts  thereof 
that  are  hereiu  before  specified. 

We  entered  into  this  just  and  necessary  war  to  de- 
fend our  rights  against  the  attacks  of  avarice  and  am-^ 
bitlon;  we  have  made  the  most  strenuous  efforts  during 
the  prosecution  of  it,  and  we  are  resolved  to  continue 
them  until  Independence  is  firmly  established.    Hith7 
crto  we  have  successfully  resisted,  and  we  hope,  with 
the  blessing  of  Providence  for  final  success.      If  the 
enemy  encouraged  by  the  appearance  of  divisions  a- 
mong  us,  and  the  hope  of  our  not  confederating,  should 
carry  on  hostilities  longer  than  they  otherwise  would 
have  done,  let  those  be  responsible  for  the  prolongatibip 
of  the  war,  and  all  its  consequent  calamities,  who  by 
refusing  to  comply  with  requisitions  so  just  and  reason- 
able have  hitherto  prevented  the  confederation  from 
taking  place,  and  are  therefore  justly  chargeable  with 
every  evil  which  hath  flowed  and  may  flow  from  such 
procrastination. 
By  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  15, 1778- 
Read  and  assented  to,  by  order, 

J.  DUCKETT,  C.  fi.  D. 
By  the  Senate,  December  15,  1778. 

Read  and  assented  to,  by  order, 

R.  RIDGLY,  C.  S- 
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^struclwns  of  the  General  Assembly  ^^^u^ 
of  Maryland^   to   George  Plater ^  Viirv^W ' 
tVilliam   Paea^     William    Carmi* 
chaely  John  Henry ^  James  Forbes^ 
and  Daniel,  o^  St.  Tliomas^  Jenifer ^ 
esqtdrcs, 

Genihmen, 

Having  conferred  upon  you  a  trust  of  the  lattructions 
highest  nature,  it  is  evident  we  place  great  confidence  of  the  gene-* 
in  your  integrity,  abilities  and  zeal  to  promote  the  g^^i?**"?^? 
neral  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the  particular  ^  I^^J^J*!©? 
interest  of  this  state,  where  the  latter  is  not  incompati- grates  ia  con- 
ble  with  the  tbnuer.  But  to  add  greater  weight  to  &»••• 
your  proceedings  in  congress,  and  to  take  away  all 
suspicion  thai  the  opinions  you  there  deliver,  and  the 
votes  you  give,  may  be  the  mere  opinions  of  individu- 
als, and  n6t  resulting  from  your  knowledge  of  the  sense 
and  defiberate  judgment  or  the  state  you  represent,  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  instruct  you  as  followeth  on  the 
subject  of  the  confederation;  a  subject  in  which  unfor- 
tunately a  supposed  difference  of  interest  has  produced 
an  almost  equiil  division  of  sentiments  among  the  se- 
veral slates  composing  the  Union.  We  say  a  supposed 
difierence  of  interests:  for  if  local  attachments,  and  pre- 
judices, and  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  indivlduajs, 
woald  give  way  to  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy  found- 
ed pD  the  principles  of  justice,  (and  no  pther  poIic5^  ^^^ 
what  is  founded  on  those  immutabl*^  principles  deserves 
to  be  called  sound)  we  flatter  ourselves  this  apparent 
diversity  of  interests  would  soon  vanish,  and  all  the 
states  would  confederate  on  terms  mutually  advantage- 
ous to  all^  for  they  would  then  perceive  that  no  other 
confederation  than  one  so  formed  can  be  lasting.  Al- 
though the  pressure  of  immediate  calamities,  the  dread 
of  their  continuance  from  the  appearance  of  dis-union, 
and  some  other  peculiar  circumstances,  may  have  in- 
duced some  states  to  accede  to  the  present  confedera- 
tion contrary  to  their  own  interests  and  judgments,  it 
requires  no  great  share  of  foresight  to  predict,  that  when 
these  causes  cease  to  operate,  the  states  which  have  thus 
Vol..  X.  U  3 
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Ceanon  of  acceded  to  the  confederatioo,  will  coosider  Haift  no  loo- 
^Jlf.ZV'^u  ger  binding,  and  will  CMerly  embrace  the  first  occA- 
sion  of  asserting  their  just  rights  and  securing  their  in- 
dependence. Is  it  possible  that  those  states,  <v1)o  are 
ambitiously  grasping  for  territories  to  which  in  our 
judgment  they  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  exclusive 
right,  will  use  with  greater  moderation  the  encrease  of 
wealth  and  power  derived  from  those  territories,  when 
acquired,  that  what  they  have  displayed  in  their  en- 
deavours to  acquire  them?  We  think  not:  we  are  con- 
vinced the  same  spirit  which  hath  prompted  them  ^ 
insist  on  a  claim  so  extravagant,  so  repugnant  to  eve- 
ry principle  of  justice,  so  incompatible  with  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  all  the  states,  will  urge  tliem  on  to  add 
oppression  to  injustice.  If  they  should  not  be  incited 
by  a  superiority  of  wealth  and  strength  to  oppress  by 
open  ^force  their  less  wealthy  and  less  powerful  neigh- 
bours^, yet  the  depopulation,  and  consequently  the  im- 
poverishment of  those  states  will  necess^rilv  follow, 
which  by  an  unfair  construction  of  the  confederation 
may  be  stripped  of  a  common  interest  in,  and  the  cocb- 
mon  benefits  derivable  from  the  western  country*  Sup- 
pose, for  instance,  Virginia  indisputably  possessed  of 
the  extensive  and  fertile  country  to  which  she  has  set 
up  a  claim,  what  would  be  the  probable  consequences 
to  Maryland  of  such  an  .undisturbed  and  undbputed 
possession?  They  cannot  escape  the  least  discerning. 
Virginia,  by  selling  on  the  most  moderate  terms  a  sni^l 

Proportion  of  the  lands  in  question,  would  draw  into 
er  treasury  vast  sums  of  money,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  Bums  arising  from  such  sales  would  be  enabled  to 
lessen  her  taxes.  Lands  comparatively  cheap  and  tax- 
es comparatively  low  with  the  lands  and  taxes  of  an 
adjacent  state,  would  quicjily  drain  the  state  thus  dis- 
advantageously  circumstanced  of  its  most  useful  inha^ 
bitants,  its  wealth,  and  its  consequence,  in  the  scale  of 
the  confederated  states,  would  sink  of  course. 

A  claim  so  injurious  to  more  than  one  half,  if  not  (o 
the  whole  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  supported 
by  the  clearest  evidence  of  the  right.  Tet  what  evi- 
dences ol  that  right  have  been  produced.^  What  argu- 
ments alledged  in  support  either  of  the  evidence  or  <he 
fight^  None  that  we  have  beaitl  of,  deserving  a  seri- 
ous refutation. 
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llhas  been  said  (hat  some  of  the  delegates  of  a  C^^onof 
Neighbouring  stale  have  decfared  their  opinion  of  the  JJ^^ltenTuwy. 
impracticability  of  governing  the  extensive  dominion  { 
claimed  by  that  state;  hence  also  the  necessity  was  ad- 
milted  of  dividing  its  territory,  and  erecting  a  now 
state  under  the  auspices  and  direction  of  the  elder  from 
whom  no  doubt  it  would  receive  its  form  of  govern- 
Hient,  to  whom  it  would  be  bound  by  some  alliance,  or 
confederacy,  and  by  whose  councils  it  would  be  influ- 
enced. Such  a  measure,  if  ever  attempted,  would  cer- 
tainly be  opposed  by  the  other  states  as  inconsistent 
with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  proposed  confederation, 
should  It  take  place,  by  establishing  a  sub-confederacy 
Imperium  in  Imperio.  The  state  possessed  of  this  ex- 
tensive dominion  must  then  either  submit  to  all  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  an  overgrown  and  unwieldiy  govern- 
ment, or  suffer  the  authority  of  congress  to  interpose 
at  a  future  time,  and  to  lop  off  a  part  of  its  territory 
to  be  erected  into  a  new  and  free  state,  and  admitted 
into  the  confederation  on  such  conditions  as  shall  be 
settled  by  nine  states.  If  it  is  necessary  for  the  happi- 
ness and  tranquility  of  a  state  thus  overgrown,  that 
congress  should  hereafter  interfere  and  divide  its  terri- 
tory, why  is  the  claim  to  that  territory  now  made  and 
so  pertinaciously  insisted  on?  We  can  suggest  to  our- 
selves but  two  motives;  either  the  declaration  of  relin- 
quishing at  some  future  period  a  portion  of  the  coun- 
try now  contended  for,  was  made  to  lull  suspicion  a- 
*  sleep,  and  to  cover  the  designs  of  a  secret  ambition, 
'or  if  the  thought  was  seriously  entertained,  the  lands 
are  now  claimed  to  reap  an  immediate  profit  from  the 
ilalc.  We  are  convinced,  policy  nnd  justice  require 
that  a  country  unsettled  at  the  commencement  of  this 
war,  claimed  by  the  British  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy 
by  the  bloocl  and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  states,  should 
be  considered  as  a  common  property,  subject  to  be 
parcelled  out  by  congress  into  free,  convenient  and  inde- 
pendent governments,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  times, 
as  the  wisdom  of  that  assembly  shall  hereafter*  direct. 
Thus  convinced,  we  should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in 
us  by  our  constituents,  were  we  to  authorize  you  to  ra- 
tify on  their  behalf  the  confederation  unless  it  be  far- 
ther explained.  We  have  coolly  and  dispassionately 
considered  the  subject;  we  have  weighed  probable  in* 
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tSesnoii  oi  convemences  and  hardships  against  the  sacrifice  of  just 
*S^ri^  and  essential  rights;  and  do  instruct  you  not  to  agr^ 
»  r _^    /  to  the  confederation  unless  an  article  or  articles  be  ad- 


V>^Y^^ 


ded  thereto  in  conformity  with  our  declaration.  Should 
we  succeed  in  obtaining  such  article  or  articles,  then 
you  are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  accede  to  the  con- 
federation. 

That  these  our  sentiments  respecting  the  confedera- 
tion may  be  more  publickly  known  and  more  explicit^* 
ly  ancf  concisely  declared,  we  have  drawn  up  the  an*> 
nexed  declaration,  which  we  instruct  you  to  lay  before 
cong^ress,  to  have  ii  printed,  arid  to  deliver  io^ach  of 
the  delegates  of  the  other  states  in  congress  assembfed, 
copies  thereof,  signed  by  yourselves  or  by  such  of  yea 
ms  may  be  present  at  the  time  of  the  delivery,  to  the 
intent  and  purpose  that  the  copies  aforesaid  maybe 
communicated  to  our  brethren  of  the  United  Statiesi 
and  the  contents  of  the  said  declaration  taken  into  thdr 
serious  and  candid  consideration.  Also  we  desire  and 
instruct  you  to  move  at  a  proper  time  that  these  m* 
strnctions  be  read  to  congress  by  their  se<iretary,  mid 
entered  on  the  journals  of  congress.  We  have  spoken 
with  freedom  as  becomes  freemen,  anfd  we  dhioewly 
wish,  that  these  our  representations,  may  make  such 
an  impression  on  that  assembly  as  to  induce  them  to 
make  such  addition  to  the  articles  of  coniederaEtiott  as 
may  bring  about  a  permanent  union.   ^  ', 

True  copy  from  the  proceeding^  of  December  15th, 
1778. 

Teste, 

J.DUCKETT,C;H.D. 


Digitized  byKjOOQlQ 


FROM  1779  TO  1781.  -  557 

VIRGINIA,  to  wiu 


C^Mion  of 
north  \vej»t- 
ern  territory-. 

In  General  Assembly  the  14th  December  1779. 


The  Remonstrance  oj  the  General 
Assembly  of  Vwgima^  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  United  American  States 

.   in  Congress  assembled. 

Thc  general  assembly  of  Virginia  ever  attentive  to         Remon- 
ibe  recommendations  of  congress,  and  desirous  to  give  »*f*'>,^  ®^ 
the  great  council  of  tke  United  States  cverj  satisfac- ^''^^^•'*' 
tion  in  their  power,  consistent  with  the  rights  and  con- 
stitution, of  their  own  commonwealth,  have  enacted  a 
law  to  prevent  present  settlements  on  the  north  west 
side  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  will  on  all  occasions  en- 
deavour to  manifest  their  atuchment  to  the  common 
interest  of  America,  and  their  earnest  wishes  to  remove     ' 
every  cause  of  jealousy  and  promote  that  mutual  con- 
fidence and  harmony  between  the  diffi»rent  states  so 
essential  to  tfa^ir  true  interest  and  safety* 

Strongly  impressed  with  these  sentiments,  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Vifginia  cannot  avoid  expressing  their 
sorpriie  and  concern,  upon  the  information  that  con- 
gress had  received  and  countenanced  petitions  from 
certain  persons  stlling  themselves  theVandalia  and 
Indiana  company's,  asserting  claims  to  lands  in  defi- 
ance of  the  civil  authority,  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  this 
commonwealtbi  and  offering  to  erect  a  separate  go- 
vernment within  th^  territory  thereof.      Should  con- 
gress assume  a  jurisdiction,  and  arrogate  to  themselves 
a  right  of  adjudication,  not  only  unwarranted  by,  but 
expressly  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
onfederation;  superseding  or  controuling  the  internal 
Iplicy,  civil  regulations,  and  municipal  laws  of  this  or 
^y  other  state,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  public  faidi, 
lOroduce  a  most  dangerous  precedent  which  might 
hereafter  be  urged  to  deprive  of  territory  or  subvert 
thetovereignty  and  government  of  any  one  or  more 
of  i^  United  States,  and  establish  in  congress  a  power 
whic  in  process  of  tioie  must  degenerate  into  an  in« 
tolerate  despotism. 
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^^^^^  It  18  notorious  that  the  Vandalia  and  Indiana  com- 
cmierritory.  Pony's  are  not  the  only  claiiners  of  large  tracts  oTiaad 
v^^y^j  under  titles  repugnant  to  our  laws;  thai  several  raen  of 
great  influence  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  states  at% 
concerned  in  partnerships  with  the  Earl  of  Dunmore 
and  other  subjects  of  the  British  king,  who  under  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians,  claim  extensive  tracts  of  coun- 
try between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers;  and  that 
propositions  have  been  made  to  congress  evidently 
calculated  to  secure  and  guarranty  such  purchases;  so 
that  under  colour  of  creating  a  common  fund,  had  those 
)m>po$itions  been  adopted,  the  public  would  have  been 
duped  by  the  arts  of  individuals,  and  great  part  oftkwf 
value  of  the  unappropriated  lands  converted  to  private 
purposes. 

Congress  have  lately  described  and  ascertained  the 
boundaries  of  these  United  States,  as  an  ultimatum  iif 
their  terms  of  peace.  The  United  States  hold  no  tcr-' 
ritory  but  in  right  of  some  one  individual  state  in  tlie 
Union:  the  territory  of  each  state  from  time  immemo^ 
rial,  bath  been  fixed  and  determined  by  titeir  resp^- 
tive  charters,  there  being  no  other  rule  or  criterion  to 
judge  by;  should  these  in  any  instance  (^whe^  there  is 
no  disputed  territory  between  particular  states)  be  «* 
bridged  without  the  consent  of  the  states  afiected  by  it^ 
general  confusion  must  ensue;  each  state  would  be  sub^ 
jccted  in  its  turn  to  the  encroachments  of  the  otiierai; 
and  a  field  opened  for  future  wars  and  bloodshed;  nor 
can  any  arguments  be  fairly  urged  to  prove  that  any 
particiilar  tract  of  country,  within  the  limits  claimed  by 
congress  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  is  not  part  of  the 
chartered  territory  of  some  one  of  them,  but  mast  militate 
with  equal  force  against  the  right  of  the  United  Stmtes^io 
general;  and  tend  to  prove  such  tract  of  country  (if 
north  west  of  the  Ohio  river)  part  of  the  British  pra 
vince  of  Canada. 

When  Virginia  acceded  to  the  articles  of  confedeii^ 
tion,  her  rights  of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  wit^ 
her  own  territory  were  rese-ved  and  secured  to  |6r, 
and  cannot  qow  be  infringed  or  altered  withoati|vtr 
/  consent     She  c^1d  have  no  latent  views  of  extei^ing 

that  territory;  because  it  had  long  before  been  ex;i«»- 
ly  and  clearly  defined  in  the  act  which  formed  brfl€W 
government. 
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The  general  assembly  of  Virginia  have  heretofore    Ccmjou  of 
offered  congress  to  furnish  lands  out  of  their  territory  ^^^riniorf^ 


01^  the  north  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  without  pur- 
chase money,  to  the  troops  on  continental  establish 
ment  of  such  of  the  confederated  states  as  had  not  un« 
appropriated  lands  for  that  purpose,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  states  holding  unappropriated  lands, 
and  in  such  proportion  as  should  be  adjusted  and  set- 
tled by  congress;  which  offer  when  accepted  they  will 
most  chjeerfully  make  good  to  the  same  extent,  with  the 
pro.visiou  made  by  law  for  their  own  troops,  if  congress 
shall  think  fit  to  allow  the  like  quantities  of  land  to  the 
ether  troops  on  continental  establishment.  But  altho^ 
the;  i^eneral  assembly  of  Virginia  would  make  great 
sacrifices  to  the  common  interest  of  America,  (as  they 
have  already  done  on  the  subject  of  representation^ 
wd  \vill  be  ready  to  listen  to  any  just  and  reasonable 
propositions  for  removing  the  ostensible  causes  of  de-* 
Ifiy  to  the  complete  ratification  of  the  confederatiooi 
they  find  themselves  impelled  by  the  duties  which  they 
owe  to  their  constituents,  to  their  posterity,  to  their 
coi^ntry,  and  to  the  United  States  in  general,  to  re^ 
iDonstrate  and  protest;  and  they  do  hereby,  in  the  name 
and  pn  behalf  of  the  commonweaUh  of  Virginta,  ex* 
pressly  protest  against  any  jurisdiction  or  rif2;ht  of  ad-^ 
judication  in  congress,  upon  the  petitions  of  the  Vau- 
dalia  or  Indiana  company's,  or  on  any  other  matter 
pr  thing  subversive  of  the  internal  policy,  civil  govern* 
laqnt,  or  sovereignty  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United 
American  States,  or  unwarranted  by  the  articles  of 
the  cpnfederation. 

NATHANIEL  HARUISON,  S.  S. 

BENJ.  HARRISON,  Sp.  H.  D. 

Jjttcst: 

JOHJN-BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D, 
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Cession  of 

iJ^wrritoS^.  An  act  to  facilitate  the  completion  of 
^•v^kJ      the  articles  of  confederation  and 

perpetual  union^  among  the  United 

States  of  America. 

Act  of  the  Whereas  nothing  under  divine  prqvidence  can 
^*/2?^^"i*  more  effectually  contribute  to  the  tranquility  and  safe- 
of  New  Fork  ^^  ^f  ^^  ^^ j^^  g^^^^^  ^j.  ^^^^^3,  than  a  fodcral  alli- 
ance, on  such  liberal  principles  at  will  ^ive  satisfacr 
tion  to  its  respective  members:  And  whereas  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  and  perpetual  union,  recommend^ 
ed  by  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  have  not  proved  acceptable  to  all  xht  states;  * 
it  having  been  conceived  that  a  portion  of  the  wastt 
and  ancultivated  territory,  within  the.  limits  or  claims 
of  certain  states,  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  eom- 
mon  fund  for  the  expences  of  the  war.  And  the  peo« 
pie  of  this  state  of  New  York,  being  on  all  occaskms 
disposed  to  manifest  their  regard  for  their  sister  states^ 
and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest 
and  security,  and  more  especially  to  accelerate  dM 
foederal  alliance,  by  removing,  as  far  as  it  depends  up- 
on them,  the  before  mentioqed  impediment  to  its  final 
accomplishment. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  iTbat 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  delegates  af 
this  state,  in  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United^Slatea 
of  America,  or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall 
be  assembled  in  congress,  and  they  the  said  delegates^ 
or  the  major  part  of  them  so  assembled,  are  hereby 
fully  authorised  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
this  state,  and  by  proper  and^  authentic  acts  or  instra- 
ments  to  limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  this  state, 
in  the  westerh  parts  thereof,  by  such  line  or  lines,  and 
^  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  ex- 
pedient, either  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction  as  well 
as  the  right,  or  pre-emption  of  soil;  or  reserving  the 
jurisdiction,  in  part,  or  in  the  whole  over  the  lands 
which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished,  with  respect  only 
to  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  the  soil. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^   Cttnxm  oii 
I'bat  the  territory  which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  ^^^^^^Xi, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  eitberi*iih  respect  to  jurisdiction,  as  .     ^^* 
wdl  as  the  right  or  pre-eniplion  ofsoi),  or  the  right  or  pre- 
emptioo  of  soil  only,  ^hall  be  and  enure  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  shall  become 
members  of  the  foederal  alliance  of  the  said  states^  aud 
for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

That  all  the  lands  to  be  ceded  and  relinquished  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  . 
with  rclspect  to  property,  but  which  shall  nevertheless 
remain  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  and  appropriated  in  such  manner  only  as  the 
congress  of  the  said  states  shall  direfct;  and  that  a  war^ 
rant,  under  the  authority  of  congress,  for  surveying  and 
laying  out  any  part  thereof,  shall  entitle  the  party  in 
whose  favour  it  shall  issue,  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed,  and  laid  otit  and  returned  according  to  the 
durtfCttons  of  such  warrant;  and  thereupon  letters,  pa<- 
tent^  bntkr  the  great  seal  of  this  state,  shall  pass  to  the 
grantee  for  the  Estate  specified  in. the  said  warrant;  foe 
which  no  other  f^'e  or  reward  shall  be  demanded  or  re- 
ceived,  than  sUch  as  shall  be  aUowedby  congress. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  byihe  ow- 
lionVy  aforesaid,  That  the  trust  reposed  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  shall  not  be  executed  by  the  delegates  of  this 
state,  linYess  at  least  three  of  the  said  delegates  shall  be 
presetit  in  congress. 

Ste^t  ufNern  York,  ss. 

t  do  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a 
troe  copy  of  the  original  act  passed  the  19th  of  Febrat 
ary  1780,  afld  lodged  in  the  secretary's  office. 
ROBERT  HARPUR, 

Depuiy  Secretary  State. 
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S6»  RESOLUTIONS  M>  STATE  PAPERS 

^Cession  of 

2SI!2LX!I^  In  Congress, 

'-  '^^  -^  September  6th  V199* 

Becommen-     CoNORESS  took  Iftto  consideradon  the  report  of  tiie 

dation  of      commhtee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  instructions  of 

ctmfreMtfoT  jj,g  general  assembly  of  Maryland  to  their  delegates 

^^stera  ttr-  *»  congress  respecting  the  articles  of  confederation^ 

ritory.  and  the  declaration  therein  referred  to,  the  act  oftte 

legi^latare  of  New  York  on  tke  same  subject,  and  ^ 

revonstraoce  of  the  general  assembly  of  TTrginia, 

.   which  report  was  mgire^  to^  and  is  in  the  words  follow 

i0g,.towtt; 

"  That  having  duly  considered  the  several  matters 
to  them  submitted,  they  copceived  it  unnecessary  to 
examine  inio  the  merits  or  the  policy  of  the  instructions 
or  declaration  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland, 
or  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  general  assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  they  involved  questions,  a  discussion  of  which 
was  declined  on  mature  consideration  when  the  arti- 
cles of  ccmfoederation  were  debated:  Nor  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  can  such  questions  be  now  reviv^ 
with  any  prospect  of  conciliation.  That  it  appears 
more  advisable  to  press  upon  those  states  wfaieh  can 
remove  the  embarrassment  respecting  the  western  coon- 
try,  a  liberal  snrrendeir  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial 
claims,  since  they  cannot  be  preserved  entire  without 
endangering  the  stability  of  the  general  confederacy, 
to  remind  them  how  indispensably  necessary  it  is  to 
establish  the  foederal  union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent 
basb,  and  on  principles  acceptable  to  all  its  respective 
members,  how  essential  to  public  credit  and  confidence, 
to  the  support  of  our  array,  to  the  vigour  of  our  couneils 
and  the  success  of  our  measures,  to  our  tranquility  at 
home  and  our  reputation  abroad,  to  our  present  satiety 
and  our  future  prosperity,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free 
sovereign  and  independent  people.  That  they  are  fill" 
ly  persuaded,  the  wisdom  of  the  respective  l^slatoret 
will  lead  them  to  a  full  and  impartial  consideration  of 
a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States  and  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  happy  establishment  of  the  fo&deral  nai- 
on.  That  they  are  confirmed  in  these  expectations  by 
a  review  of  the  before  mentioned  act  of  the  legislature 
of  New  York  submitted  to  their  consideration.  That 
this  act  is  expressly  calculated  to  accelerate  the  fode* 
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nl  alliance,  by  removiog  as  far  as  it  depends  on  that  Oeidon  of 
slate,  the  impediment  arising  from  the  western  conn-  ^^eJ^twr.* 
try,  and  for  that  purpose  to  yield  up  a  portion  of  ter- 
ritorial claim  for  the  general  benefit."    Whereupon, 

Jtesolved^  That  copies  of  the  several  papers  referred 
to  the  committee  be  transmitted  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 

{lort,  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states:  And  that 
t  be  earnestly  recommended  to  those  states;  who  have 
dsdms  to  the  western  country,  'to  pass  such  laws  and 
give  their  delegates  in  congress  such  ppwers,  as  may 
effectually  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  ratifica- 
tion of  the  articles  of  confederation.  And  that  the  le- 
gislature of  Maryland  be  earnestly  requested  to  au- 
thorize their  del^ates  in  congress  to  subscribe  the  said 
articles. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seery. 
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CeisioaoC    ,     .     .  ,  BESQUJTIONS, .     . 

intcrritoif.  January  2d  11  Si. 


For  a  cession  of  the  lands  on  the  noirtk 
J^f^""  west  side  of  Ohio  to  the  United 
Micmbiyof       States 

Viryiiiit.  for         AJt'WtW. 

ti^nited  [Copy  sent  the  Governor  15ih  January.] 

territory  ^^  In  the  Housb  OF  Delkoates, 

Borth  vest  r»,        •        ,         •    n  r  /C' 

of  the  rirer  Tuesday  the  2d  of  January  JL7QU 

^^*^'  The  getierml  assembly  of  Virginia  being  wel^  68lti«- 

6ed  that  the  happiness,  strength  and  safety  &f  ihe  Urti- 
led  Slates,  depend,  under  Providence,  upon  the  ratifi^ 
cation  of  the  articles  for  a  federal  union  between  the 
United  Slates,  heretofore  proposed  by  congress  for  the 
^        consideration  of  the  said  states,  and  preferring  the  good 
of  their  country  to  every  object  of  smaller  importance, 
Do  Resolve,  That  this  commonwealth  will  yield  to  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
United  States,  all  right,  title,  'an4  claim   that  the  said 
^oadltiont.    commonwealth  hath  to  the  lands  northwest  of  the  nver 
Ohio,  upon  the  following  conditions,  to  wit:    That  the 
The  ceded  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and  formed  into 
territory  to    states  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,  and  shall 
into^republi-  "^^  ^^  '^^^  ^^^"  ®"®  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hun- 
can  states,  &  dred  and  fifty  miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  cir- 
admitted  in-  cumstances  will  admit:  That  the  states  so  formed  shall 
4o  the  onion.  ^^  distinct  repul)lican  states,  and  be  admitted  members 
of  the  federal  union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sove- 
reignty freedom  and  independence  as  the  other  states. 
That  Virginia  shall  be  allowed  and  felly  reimbursed 
h^rl^ur^  ^^  ^^®  United  States  her  actual  expences  in  reducing 
aed  her  ex.'   the  British  posts  at  the  Kaskaskies  ai)d  St.  Vincents, 
penses  of     the  cxpence  of  maintaining  garrisons  and  supporting 
redacing       ^jyii  government  there  since  the  reduction  of  the  said 
^h  postsr*    posts,  and  in  general  all  the  charge  she  has  incurred 
on  account  of  the  cDuntiy  on  the  north  west  side  of  the 
,^^  Ohio  river  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war. 

CiStnTn-  "^^^^  ^^^  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other 
Habitants,  «t  settlers  at  the  Kaskaskies,  St.  Vincents,  and  the  neigh* 
ether  set-  bouring  villages  who  have  professed  themselves  cititens 
SS^osts^e  of  Virginia,  shall  have  their  possessions  and  titles  con- 
|^p^tecte4  firmed  to  them  and  shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoyroenl 
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of  their  rights  and  liberty^  for  vf iuch  purpose  troops   €)e«ki<Hi  of 
shall  be  stationed  there  at  the  charge  of  (he  United  ^^^^^^^ 
States  to  protect  thera  from  the  encroachments  of  the  n^  ^  ^  ^' 
British  forces  at  Detroit  or  else;.where,  unless  tlie  events 
of  war  shall  render  it  impracticable. 

As  colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke  planned  and  exe<-  Retert AtUm 
cuted  the  secret  expedition  by  which  the  British  posts  of  land  for 
were  reduced,  and  was  promised  if  ihe  enterprize  sue-  b^L^J*'*^ 
ceeded  a  liberal  gratuity  in  lands  in  that  country  for  c^e,  hi* 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  first  marched  thither  with  officer*  mm! 
him,  that  a  quantity  of  laud  not  exceeding  ope  hun-  •^*^'** 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  be  allowed  and  granted 
to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  other  officers 
and  soldieics  that  have  been  since  incorporated  into  the 
said  regiment,  to  be  laid  oflf  in  one-tract,  the  length  erf* 
which  not  to  exceed  double  the  breadth,  in  such  place 
on  the  north  west  side  of  the  Ohio  as  the  majority  of 
Ihe  officers  shall  choose,  and  to  be  afterwards  divided        , 
among  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  in  due  proportion 
according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

That  in  case  the  quantity  of  good  lands  of  the  south-  u^a^tmm^^^ 
east  side  of  the  Ohio  upon  the  waters  ofCnmberknd  Uc^tooffi- 
river,  aad  between  the  Green  river  and  the  Tennessee  cert  And  fol» 
river,  ^hich  have  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  Virgi-  ^n"iic"tal 
nia  troops  upon  continental  establishment,a}i  Jt^pon  their  i^^  tiase  es^ 
own  state  establishment*  should  (from  the  North  Caro-  tablishment. 
lina  line  bearing  in  further  upon  the  Cumberland  lands 
than  was  expected)  prove  instifficient  for  their  legal 
bpunties^  the  deficiency  shall  be  t^de  up  to  the  said 
troops  in  good  Jands,  to  be  laid  off  between  the  rivers  Sci- 
oti  aadLUtle  Miamis  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  river 

*  This  resolution  w&s  the  basis  of  our  ^t  of  Cession  of  the 
Northwestern  territory,  of  December  1783.  (See  11  Hen.  Stat, 
at  Lar.  Nov.  1783,  chap.  18  Chan.  Hey.  p.  214,  and  Laws  of  Vir- 
{Ttnia,  ti<&  1794,  1803,  &  184L4,  chap.  7,  and  Rev.  Code  of  1819, 
vol.  1,  c.  5.)  It  is  mosc  obvious  that,  in  transcribing  the  reaola* 
tlon,  or  in  some  copy  of  the  subsequent  proceedings  founded  on 
it,  the  words  "  and  upon  their  own  slate  establiahmcnt,"  were 
inadvertentfy  omitted  by  the  cJerk.  For  it  cannot  be  presumed 
that  the  itate  of  Virgi  uia,  who  had  by  leveral  solemn  aets  of  the 
legp$latiire>  declared  that  the  bounUei  in  land  given  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  oontinental  eotabfish- 
ment,  should  be  extended  to  those  on  state  establisbmenty  would 
make  provision  for  the  one  class,  m  the  ceded  territory,  and  omit 
the  otiier.  Nor  is  it  within  the  boundsof  probability  that,  while 
ylrginiii  w%a  giving  away  such  an  extensive  territory  to  the  UnU 
ted  Stades  she  should  not  so  have  dUposedf^thegifi^  M  to  do  com- 
plete justice  to  her  own  citizens. 
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Ctmoa  or  Ohio,  i  n  stich  propoilions  as  have  b«ea  engaged  to  tliea 
fiurri".;:.  by  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

\,jrv^\J  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  te 
Reaidue  of  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  appropria- 
Uiid  to  con*  led  to  any  of  the  herein  before  memioned  parpos^a,  or 
*^^  *  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  (be  officers  and  soldiers  of 
fund  for  the  the  Anierican  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  commoQ 
benefit  of  fund  for  the  use  and  beneijt  of  such  of  the  United  A« 
u^»^^^"  merican  States,  as  have  become  or  shall  become  mem- 
have  or  ou^  ^^  ^f  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said 
become  States  (Virginia  inclusive)  according  to  their  usual  re- 
»«'»''^«*7?[  spective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expen- 
mic^  diture,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed 

of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pttrpote 
whatsoever. 
AW  purcha-      a^qJ  therefore  that  all  purchases  and  deeds  from  any 
from  Infant  1^^*21"  ^^  Indians,  or  from  any  Indian  nation  or  na* 
to  prirate     tions,  for  any  lands  within  any  part  of  the  said  terri- 
pcTMnt»  and  fory,  if  hick  have  been  or  shall  be  made  for  the  tise  or 
JSthSifthe***  b^n^fit  of  any  private  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
torrltory  de  ^nd  royal  grants  within  the  ceded   territory  incopsist- 
cUrfl4  roid.   ent  wiUi  the  chartered  rights,  laws  and  customs  of  Vir-r 
ginia,  shall  be  deemed  and  declared  absolutely  void 
and  of  no  effect,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  the  said'ti^* 
ritory  had  still  remained  subject  to  and  part  of  ^e  com- 
monwealth of  Virginia^ 

flemaininff     That  all  the  remaining  territory  of  Virgiiiia  idqM- 

territory  of  «d  between  the  Atiiuitic  ocean  and  the  south  east  side 

'^"^"'*     ,  of  tbe  river  Ohio,  and  the  Maryland,  Penosylvaiiia, 

^uarraiitced.  ^j  North  Catpolba  boundaries,  shall  be  go^uiteed 

to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  by  the  said  Uoited 

States. 

J^h  ^^A^  '^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  cession  of  territory  by  Virginia  to 
i^lcMlnthe  *^  United  States  shall  be  Votd^md  of  none  effect,  un- 
states  ratify  less  all  the  states  in  the  American  Umon  sh^  tsttify 
the  arUcics  the  articles  of  confederation  heretofore  transmitted  by 
ratitnT        congress  for  the  consideration  of  the  said  sutes, 

Virginia  having  thus  for  the  sake  of  t|i^  general 

'^^V^^f*  good  proposed -to  cede  a  great  extent  of  valuable  Ur- 

^kt^similiJ  ^^^^y  ^^  ^^^  continent,  it  is  expected  in  retiam  that  e- 

cesfioiis.       very  other  state  in  the  Union,  under  similar  circom* 

stances  as  tp  vacant  territory,  will  make  auailar  cea^ 
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sions  of  tlie  same  to  the  United  States  for  the  general    Cession  of 

Teste.  rXZ 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H,  D.    ^-^^^^ 
n^lf  January  ^nd. 

AgreM  to  by  thfe  Senate, 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 


Hesolution  indemnljying  colonel  Wil- 
liam Fleming ^^  for  exercising  Ihe 
executive  Junctions  of  government^ 

.  while  he  was  the  only  acting  mem* 
her  of  Council.    . 

In  Tins  UousB  of  DEi*EGArEs, 

Saturday  the  23d  of  June  178L 
It  appearing  to  the  genera]  assembly  that  colonel  .  Jewltttion 
William  Fleming,  being  the  only  acting  member  of  |"  ^^{"^^ 
council  for  some  time  before  the  appointment  of  chief  ham  Ptcm- 
magistrate,  did  give  orders  for  the  calling  out  the  mi-  »n?  ""^^i*^ 
*!hla,   and  also  pursued  such  other  measures  ^s  were^'^*""^* 
essential  to  good  government,  and  it  is  just  and  rea- 
sonable that  he  should  be  indermiified  therein: 
'  Resolved  therefore  that  the  -said  WilKam  Fleraing, 
esq.  be  indemnified  for  his  conduct  as  before  mention* 
ed,  and  the  assembly  do  approve  of  the  same. 
•     •        Teste, 

JOHN  BE€KLEY,  C.  H.  D. 
17&lt  June  25rd. 

Agreed  to  by  the  senate, 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  & 

'    ^  TH%  wis  colonel  Williaiii  Fltmir  g^  of  Botetourt^  and  not  the 
'  VentettMe  Jad§»e  of  the  t  <*urt  of  A  .>  <  eitls,  of  the  same  mine;  at 
a^  adi^  vat  informed  hy  the  latter  gentleman. 
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Approval  of 

T^^ffcMo^  ^^w/t^/^^  of  the  conduct 

eaquirc.        ^  Thonuis  JeffevsoUy  esq.  while  go- 
^•^^^^""^      vernor. 

In  the  House  o^  Delegates^ 

Wednesday  the  I2th  December  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  house  do  come  to  the 
•pSnP  following  resolution. 

the  coa<fiict      Resolved^  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  general  aa- 
of ThomM     sembiy  be  given  to  our  former  governor  Thomas  Jef- 
eso^ir*"*      ferson,  esquire,  for  his  impartial,  upright,  and  attentive 
vcrDor,*^    administration  of  the  powers  of  the  executive^  whilst  in 
*  office;  Popular  rumoursy  gaining  some  degree  ofcre^ 
dence^  by  more  pointed  accusations^  rendered  it  necessary 
to  make  an  enquiry  into  his  conduct,  and  delayed  that 
retribution  of  public  ^atitude,  so  eminently  merited;  but 
that  conduct  having  become  the  object  of  open  scrutiny, 
tenfold  value  is  added  to  an  approbation  fousided  on  a 
cool  and  deliberate  discussion.     The  assembly  wish 
therefore  in  the  strongest  manner  to  declare  the  high  opi- 
nion which  they  entertain  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  ability,  rec-^ 
ittude,  and  integrity  as  chief  magistrate  of  this  common* 
wealthy  and  meati  by  thus  publicly  avowing  their  opin- 
ion, to  obviate  all  future,  and  to  remove  ^Xformer  un- 
merited  censure. 

And  the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  Iiom^ 
w}8  on  the  question  put  thereupon  agreed  to  by  thft 
house,  nemne  contraaicente. 
Teste, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 
I'JBl,  DecemierlSth. 

Agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  with  amendments  unani- 
mously. 

WILL.  DREW, as. 
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Approval  of  ^ 

Amendments  proposed  hy  the  senate  T^ieetv^ni 
to  the  resolutioii  of  thanks  to  ThO'    ^'^^^^^ 

mas  Jefferson^  esq. 

Line  3*    Strike  out  from  the  word  "  aclministratiqn" 
to  the  word  "  whilst"  in  the  fourth  line. — 

4.  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  office"  to  the  word 

"  The"  in  the  tenth  line. — Jlg^d. 
11.  Strike  out  the  word  "  therefore." — A^d. 

15.  Strike  out  the  words  "  all  future."— *4g'(i. 

16.  Strike  out  the  word  "  former." — Ag^d. 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 
l781,Dece»i6crl9M. 

Agreed  to, 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  H.  D. 

♦  The  Tines  in  the  printed  copy  not  ag^recin^  with  the  manu- 
script, the  amendments  of  the  senate  cannot  be  accurately  as- 
certained by  a  refei  ence  to  th«  number  of  the  liaes.  Suffice  it 
to  remark,  i|iat  all  the  words  printed  in  halia  were  stricken  oul 
hr  the  senat^e. 


Resolution  td present  the  Marquis  De 
La  Fayette  with  a  marble  Bust. 

In  the  House  of  Diy^EOATES, 

Monday  the  llth  of  December  1781.      lietolationt^ 

present  the 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  a  Bust  of  the  Marquis  Marquis  La 
de  la  Fayette  be  directed  to  be  ajade  in  Paris,  of  the  ^'^^^Jlo**^ 
best  marble  employed  for  such  put-pose,  and  presented  bast. 
to  the  Marquis  with  the  following  inscription  on  it: 

"  This  Bust  was  voted  on  the  17th  da\   jf  Decern-  inscriptioQi 
bep  1781,   by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  to  the  honourable  tlie  Marquis  de  la.Fayette, 
(major  general  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America,  and  late  commander  in  chief  of  th^  army  of 

Vox.  X.  W  3 
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fitfokitionio  the  UDited  States  in  Virpnia)  as  a  lasting  monameDt 
Sto^uLu  of  his  merit  and  of  their  gratitude." 
Fayette  vith      Resolved^  That  the  commercial  agent  be  directed  to 
aBan.      employ  a  proper  person  in  Paris  to  make  the  above 
K^y^J   Bast. 

Te$ie, 

JOHN  BECKLET,  C.  R  D, 

1781,  Decew^er  I6th. 
Agreed  to  by  the  Senate  unanimonsly, 

WILL.  DREW,  C.  S. 


Crnnmuntcationfrom  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son^  esquire^  governor  of  Virginia 
to  the  general  assembly. 

In  CotTHCiLi  March  1»  1781. 

Sir, 

CkMumimc*-  It  it  with  great  reluctance  that  aAer  so  loAgf 

^JJ»fr««  and  laborious  a  session  as  tlie  last,  I  have  been  again 
^JJJJJ^j^'  obliged  to  gii^e  you  the  trouble  of  convening  in  gene- 
goreniOTer  ral  assembly  within  so  short  a  time  and  fo  so  inclemllst 
▼tfSiaU  u  a  season,  but  such  was  the  situatioti  of  public  afibs 
^^^J}^  as  to  render  it  indispensable. 

^^  ^*  ^  The  six  millions  of  pounds  ordered  to  be  emitted  at 
the  last  session  of  assembly,  the  four  milliom  wliicb  flie 
executive  were  permitted  to  issue  if  necessary,  ifttd  die 
mouthy  for  the  purchase  of  1500  hogsheads  df  tdmcce, 
estimated  to  be  one  million  one  hundred  md'tweoty- 
five  thousand  pounds,  have  been  all  dispensed  m>imr 
ment  of  public  debu,  in  present  defence,  and  |>repara« 
tion  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  fast  as  they  Mod  be 
emitted,  and  the  calls  uncomptied  with  appeir  te'be 
numerous  and  distressing.  One  army  of  otir  enenies 
lodged  within  our  country,  another  pointiog'  lolnurds 
it,  and  siace  in  fact  entered  into  it,  without  a  sl^Bg 
in  the  public  coffers,  was  a  situation  in  whieb  K  tras 
impossible  to  rest  the  safety  of  the  state. 
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IJbe  kiva«loii  which  took  place  on  the  close  of  the  Com»iim«jF 
last  session  of  assembly,  having  necessarily  called  for  ^'jefi|j?2tj 
the  attendance  of  a  number  of  militia  in  the  fields  in*     esquire, 
terrupted  of  course  the  execution  of  the  act  for  recruit-  ^^y*^ 
ing  oup  quot'i  of  troops  for  the  continental  army.  Sen- 
sible that  this  would  be  the  consequence,  Pre  endeg- 
voared  to  restrain  the  calls  of  militia  to  as  few  coun- 
ties as  possible,  that  the  residue  might  proceed  undis- 
turbed in  this  important  work;  but  such  has  been  the 
course  of.  events  as  to  render  indispensable  subsequent 
applications  to  many  other  counties.     So  that  while  in 
some  counties  this  law  is  in  a  regular  train  of  execu- 
tion, in  others  it  is  begun  and  proceeding  under  great 
obstacles  and  doubts,  and  in  others  it  has  been  wholly 
suspended;  this  last  measure  the  executive  themselves 
were  obliged  to  recommend  or  approve  in  some  in- 
stances, from  a  conviction  that  they  could  not  other- 
wise draw  forth  the  /orce  of  the  counties  in  the  parti- 
cular point  in  which  that  force  was  wanting. 

Accidents  derived  from  the  same  movenitents  of  the 
enemy  delayed  the  promulgation  of  ttie  act  for  supply- 
ing the  army  with  cloths,  provisions  and  waggons,  un- 
til it  became  evident  that  the  times  of  execution  would 
be  elapsed  before  the  laws  could  be  received  ifi  many 
counties.  I  undertook  notwithstanding  to  recOmmen4 
their  execution  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  not  doubt'- 
ing  but  that  the  general  assembly,  influenced  by  the 
necessity  which  induced  them  to  pass  the  act,  would 
give  their  sanction  to  a  literal  departure  from  it,  where* 
its  substance  was  complied  with.  1  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  zeal  of  the  several  counties  has  led  them 
1o  a  compliance  with  my  recommendation,  and  1  am 
therefore  to  pray  a  legal  ratification  of  their  proc^ed- 

•  ings,  the  want  of  which  might  expose  the  instruBientg 
of  the  law  to  cavil  and  vexation  from  some  individiU 

.  als. 

These  were  the  subjects  which  led  immediately  to 
tl^e  calling  of  the  general  assembly;  others,  though  of 
less  moment,  it  is  my  duty  also  to  lay  before  you,  be- 
ing now  convened.  • 

As  the  establishment  of  your  regular  army  will  of 
course  be  under  consideration,  while  amending  the  late 
law  for  raising  regulars,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you 
a  letter  of  the  honourable  major  general  Baron  Stett-  * 
ben  on  that  subject,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  <?onve*« 
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giM«t»tai-  don  of  comnissiotiers  from  tlie  states  of  New  Hsmp- 
Jeffwion^  ^^^^^  Massachosclts,  Rhode  Islaod,  Connecticut  ami 
eiquire.      ^^^'  ¥ork,  held  at  Hartford.     As  likewise  a  propod- 
y^^ry^^   tion  from  colonel  Spotswood,  for  raising  «  legionary 
corps  for  the  defence  of  the  stale*       Whecbei^  it  tie 
practicable  to  raise  and  maintain  a  sufficient  nam- 
ber  of  regulars  to  carry  on  the  war  is  a  qaestion;  that 
it  would  be  burthessome  is  undoubted;  yet  it  is  per- 
haps as  certain  that  no  possible  mode  of  carrying  it  on 
can  be  so  expensive  to  the  public  and  so  distressing  and 
dtsgttsting  io  individuals  as  by  militia. 

The  approach  of  the  British  army  under  Lord  Com- 
wallis,  having  rendered  supplies  of  horses  for  the -pur- 
pose of  mounting  our  dragoons  indispensably  necessa- 
ry, for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  inclosed  extract^ 
a  letter  from  general  Greene,  and  it,  being  af^arent 
that  horses,  in  the  route  of  their  march  if  not  used  for 
us,  would  be  taken  by  them  apd  used  in  subduing  us, 
i  undertook  to  recommend  to  general  Greene  the  ap- 
plying to  the  use  of  his  dragoons  liorses  so  exposed, 
first  ascertaining  their  value  by  appraisement;  and  beg 
leave  to  rest  the  justification  of  the  measure  on  the  ap* 
pearance  of  things  at  that  moment,  and  the  a^o^e  of  the 
general  assembly  of  its  necessity.  Could  any  furdier 
means  be  devised  for  completing  those  corps  of  horse, 
it  might  have  the  most  important  effects  on  the  southern 
operations* 

I  am  desired  to  lay  before  the  general  assembly  tlie 
resolutions  ofcongress  of  February  5  &;  7, 1781,  which 
accompany  this,  as  aUo  the  representations  of  our  offi- 
cers in  captivity  iq  Charlesiown  in  favor.of  gmeral 
Mcintosh.  I  likewise  beg  leave  to  transmit  you  the 
advice  of  council  for  re-forming  the  first  and  second 
state  regiments,  the  slate  garrison  fegimmt  and  r^i- 
mentof  artillery. 

Mr.  Everard  having  declined  resuming  the  officeof 
auditor,  to  which  the  general  assembly  hadelecftHi 
him,  the  executive  have  appointed  Boiling  Stark>  esq. 
in  his  room,  to  serve  till  the  meeting  of  assembly. 

Not  doubting  but  that  the  general  assembly  would 
wish  to  be  informed  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  exe- 
cutive, OR  the  invasion  which  happened  at  the.  rising  of 
the  last  session  of  assembly,  as  well  as  on  the  one  bter 
•  ly  made  on  our  southern  frontier,  I  shall  take  the  liber 
^  of  giving  them  a  succinct  s|ate  of  tliem. 
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<  Having  teceived  inforhiatioii  on  Sunday  thehstday  CcwnmunicA- 
of  Deeember,  of  the  appearance  of  twenty-sqven  sail  of  ** Teff^son^ 
vessels. in  o«r  bay,  which  whether  friendly  or  hostile     esquire/ 
was  not  then  known,  we  got  the  favor  of  general  Nel-  ^^v'V-/ 
son  to  repair  inimediatiely  to  the  lower  counftry,  with 
instructions  to  call  into  the  field  such  a  force  from  the 
adjacent  comities  as  might  make  present  opposition  to 
the  enemy,  if  it  proved  to  he  an  enemy,  according  to 
-an  arrangement  which  had  been  settled  in  the  preced- 
ing summer;  waiting  for  more  certain  and  precise  in- 
information  before  we  should  call  on  the  more  distant 
part  of  the  country,  and  in  the  same  instant  stationed 
eiqiresses  from  hence  to  Hampton.     1  took  the  liberty 
of  communicating  this  intelligence  to  the  general  as- 
sembly on  their  meeting  the  next  morning.    No  fur- 
ther information  arrived  till  the  2d.of  January,  when 
we  were  assured  that  the  fleet  announced  was  hostile. 
We  immediately  advised  with  major  general  Baron 
Steuben,  the  commanding  officer  in  the  state,  on  the 
force  he  would  wish  to  have  collected,  and  in  the  courfee 
of  the  day  prepared  letters  calling  together  one  fourth 
of  the  nitlitia  from  the  counties  whose  turn  it  was  to 
come  ioto  service^  or  whom  vicinity  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  call  on,  viz.  Brunswick,  Mecklenburg,  Lunen- 
burg, Amelia,  Powhatan,  Cumberland,  Prince  Ed- 
ward, Charlotte,  Halifax,  Bedford,  Buckingham,  Hen- 
rico, Chesterfield,  Dinwiddie,  Sussex,  Southampton, 
Goochland,   Fluvanna,   Albemarle,  Amherst,   Rock- 
bridge, Augusta,  Rockingham  and  Shanandoah,  a- 
mounting  to  4650  men,  and  directing  them  not  to  wait 
10  be  embodied  in  their  counties,  but  to  cohie  iif  d^** 
Sached  parties  as  they  could  be  collected.  I  at  the  same 
time  required  the  counties  of  Henrico,  Hanover,  Gooch- 
land, Chesterfield,  Powhatan,  Cumberland,  Dinwiddie 
and  Amelia,  to  send  the  half  of  their  militia,  intending 
to  discharge  what  should  be  over  their  equal  propor- 
tion as  soon  as  those  from  the  more  distant  counties 
ahould  arrive,  and  in  tbe  morning  of  the  4tfa,  finding 
the  enemy  were  coming  up  James  river,  I  called  for 
every  man  able  to  bear  arnts  fropi  the  counties  of  Hen- 
rico, Goochland,  Powhatan,  Chesterfield  and  Dinwid- 
die.   Nevertheless  so  rapid  were  the  movements  of  the 
lenemy,  and  so  favorable  to  them  tbe  circumstances  of 
«iud  and  tide,  that  they  were  able  to  penetrate  to  this 
place  and  W^sthara  op  the  5th  to  destroy  wkat  public 
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Coramunica.  stores  wc  had  not  been  «bfo  to  get  away,  to  b«ro  ife 
^jeflv^n^'  public  buildings  at  Westham  and  gome  occupied  by 
^  *^  *  '  the  public  at  this  place,  and  to  retire  to  their  shipping^ 
before  such  a  force  had  assembled  as  was  sufficient  to 


approach  them.  I  hare  the  pleasure  however  to  in- 
fonn  you  that  we  were  enabled  to  withdraw  almost  the 
whole  of  the  public  stores,  so  as  to  render  our  loss  in 
that  article /ar  less  than  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  rapidity  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
difacuhy  of  procuring  suddenly  any  considerable  num« 
ber  of  waggons  and  vessels. 

General  Nelson.having  collected  and  drawn  towards 
the  enemy  a  body  of  militia  on  the  north,  and  Baron 
Steuben  done  the  same  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
the  enemy  withdrew  making  descents  and  committing 
depredations  at  places  till  tbey  reached  Portsmouth, 
where  they  have  since  remained  environed  by  the  mi- 
litia of  this  state  and  of  North  Carolina. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  advance  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  under  Liord  Cornwallis  through  North  Ca* 
roiina,  we  directed  one  fourth  of  the  miruxa  of  Pittsyt- 
vania,  Henry,  Montgomery,  Washington  and  Bote- 
tourt, to  march  immediately  to  reinforce  g^^neral 
Greene's  army;  bnt  learning  very  soon  after  that  tbe 
enemy  were  already  arrived  at  or  very  near  the  Dan 
rivor,  we  ordered  out  all  the  militia  who  had  arms  or 
for  whom  arms  could  be  procured,  of  ttie  counties  of 
Ijunenburg,  Bronsirick,  Amelia,  Diawiddie,  Chester* 
iield,  Powhatan  and  Cumberland.  Colonel  Lyncb, 
who  happened  to  lie  here  when  the  inielKgeace  was  re- 
roived,  was  instructed  to  carjy  on  immediately  the  mi- 
litia of  Bedford.  We  at  the  same  instant  received  no- 
tice tiiat  the  militia  of  Prince  IJdward  and  Mecklen- 
burg were  already  embodied,  and  we  knew  tbe  coan- 
ties  of  Halifax  and  Charlotte  to  be  so  immediately  un- 
der the  approach  of  the  enemy,  as  that  they  must  be  • 
embodied  under  the  invasion  law  before  our  orders 
could  reach  them;  the  counties  below  these  on  the  sooth 
fide  of  James  river  we  thought  it  expedient  to  leave  as 
a  barrier  against  the  army  within  Portsmoath.  The 
very  rapid  approach  eif  the  enemy  obliged  m  in  tbb 
instance  to  dtsreg&rd  that  regular  rotation  of  duty 
which  we  wish  to  observe  in  oar  calls  on  the  several 
roantied,  and  ta  aarafrdon  those  into  tba  field  wbtch  had 
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ufifhia  on  duty  at  the  very  iitoty  however,  the  several  Communiea. 
services  of  these  as  well  as  of  the  other  counties  shall  **jeffe^n 
bf»  kept  in  view,  and  made  as  equal  as  possible  in  the     esquire.' 
course  of  general  service.  V^v^^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  ftighest  esteem  and 
respect,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  b 
Most  homble  servant, 

TH:  JEFFERSON- 


Ijeller  from  General  Washington. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor,  27th  March  1781. 

I}ear  Sir^ 

Ou  my  return  from  Newport,  I  found  your  Letter  from 
fevor  of  the  IGiIi  of  February,  with  its  inclosures,  at  .?«"•  Wash- 
Head  Quarters,    I  exceedingly  regret  that  1  could  not  *"S*on. 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  not  only  from  person- 
al nootives,  but  because  I  could  have  entered  upon  the 
subject  of  your  mission  in  a  much  more  full  and  free 
manlier,  than  is  proper  to  be  committed  to  paper. 

I  very  early  saw  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which 
the  sovtfiern  state$  would  be  exposed  for  want  of  re- 
sources  of  clothing,  arms' and  ammunition,  and  recom* 
mended  magaiiWies  to  be  established  as  ample  as  their 
circumstances  would  admit.  It  is  true  they  are  not  so 
fiill  of  men  as  the  northern  states^  but  they  ought,  for 
that  reason,  to  have  been  more  assiduous  in  raising  a 
permanent  force,  to  have  been  always  ready,  because 
they  cannot  draw  a  herd  of  men  together  as  suddenly 
as  their  exigencies  may  require.  That  policy  has,  un- 
happily, not  been  pursued  either  here  or  there,  and  we 
are  now  suffering  from  a  remnant  of  a  British  army, 
what  they  could  not,  in  the  beginning,  accomplish  with 
their  force  at  the  highest. 

As  your  requisitions  go  to  men^  arrns^  ammunitjonr 
and  cloathing,  I  shall  give  you  a  short  detail  pf  our 
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Leitcr  from  situation  and  prospects  as  tolfae  first,  and  of  our  8ii|h - 

^^in«ou*^    plies  and  expectations  as  to  the  three  last. 

iJsl^^i       ^y  ^^  expiration  o(  the  times  of  service  of  the  okfc 

^^^^   troops;  by  the  discharge  of  the  levies  engaged  for  the 

campaign  only;  and  by  the  nnfofriunate  disfiokKion  of 

the  Pennsylvania  line,  I  was  left,  previous  to  the  latK 

detachment  onder  tlie  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with  a 

ffarrison  barely  sufficient  for  the  security  of  West 

Point,  and  two  regiments  in  Jersey  to  support  the  com^ 

munication  between  the  Delaware  and  North  river* 

The  York  troops  I  had  been  obliged  to  send  tip  for  the 

security  of  the  frontier  o(  that  state.    Weak  4iowever  as 

we  were,  I  determined  to  attempt  the  dislodgment  of 

Arnold  in  conjunction  with  the  French  fleet  and  army, 

au^  made  the  detachment  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

In  my  late  tour  to  the  eastward,  1  4bund  the  ac- 
counts, I  had  received  of  the  progress  of  recmitiog  in 
those  states,  had  been  much  exaggerated,  and  I  fear 
we  shall,  in  the  end,  be  obliged  to  take  a  great  pro* 
portion  of  their  quotas  in  levies  for  the  campaign,  in- 
stead of  soldiers  for  three  years  or  for  the  war.  The 
regiments  of  New  York  having  been  reduced  to  two, 
they  have  but  few  infantry  to  raise.  Jersey  depends 
upon  voluntary  inlistments,  upon  a  contracted  boontj, 
and  1  cannot  therefore  promise  myself  much  success 
from  the  mode.  The  Pennsylvama  line,  you  know,  is 
ordered  to  compose  part  of  the  southern  army.  Crene^ 
ral  Wayne  is  so  sanguine  as  to  suppose  he  will  be 
soon  able  to  move  on  with  1000  or  1200  men,  but 
1  fancy  be  rather  over-rates  the  matter.  Yott  will  lea* 
dily  perceive  from  the  foregoing  state,  that  there^is  lit-* 
tie  probability  of  adding  to  the  force  already  ordered 
to  the  southward;  for  should  the  battalions,  from  New: 
Hampshire  to  New  Jersey  inclusive,  be  corapleated^  (m 
thing  not  to  be  expected)  we  shall,  after  the  necessary 
detachments  for  the  frontiers  and  other  purposes  are 
made,  have  an  army  barely  sufficient  to  keep  the  eoe^' 
my  in  check  at  New  York.  Except  this  is  done,  Acy* 
will  have  nothing. to  hinder  them  from  throwing fil^^ 
ther  reinforcements  to  the  southwar  1;  and  to  be  obliged 
to  follow,  by  land,  every  detachment  of  tl^ir  army, 
which  they  always  make  by  sea,  will  only  end  in  a 
fruitless  dissipatiou  of  what  may  be  now  called  the 
northern  army.  You  may  be  assured  that  t^  nMMl 
powerful  diversion  that  can  be  made  in  favor. -ef, Aft 
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svoutfaem  -Mates,  wjll  be  a  r^^pcitiable  force  in  the  inei^  Lcit^  from 
.  bourliood  of  New  York.      1  have  hitherto  been  speak-  ^^/J,' JH^^**^  * 
iiig  of  our  own  resources;  sboald  a  reinforcement  ar-  i^v^^ 
nv«  tathe  French  fleet  and  army^  the  face  of  matters 
may  be  intirely  chan^d* 

1  do  not  find  that  we  can,  at  any  rale,  have  more 
than  two  thousand  stand. of  arms  to  spare,  perhaps  not 
so  many;  for  should  the  battalions,  which  are  to  com- 
pose this  army,  be  compieat,  or  nearly  so,  they  will 
take  all  that  are  in  repair  or  repairable.  The  two 
thousand  stand  came  in  the  Alliance  from  France,  and 
I  have  kept  them  apart  for  an  exigency. 

Our  stock  of  ammunition,  though  competent  to  the 
defensive,  is,  by  a  late  estimate  of  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  artillery,  vastly  short  of  an  offensive  operatioa 
of  any  consequence.  Should  circumstances  put  it  in 
ohr  power  to  attempt  such  an  one,  we  must  depend 
upon  the  private  magazines  of  the  states  and  upon  our 
allies;  ou  the  contrary,  should  the  defensive  plan  be 
determined  upon,  what  ammunition  can  be  spared,  will 
be  undoubtedly  sent  to  the  southward. 

Of  cloathing  we  are  in  a  manner  exhausted.  We 
have  not  enough  for  the  few  recruits  which  tnay  be  ex- 
plected,  and  except  that,  which  has  been  so  iong  look* 
ed  for  and  talked  of  from  France,  should  arrive,  the 
tr€>ops  must,  next  winter,  go  ndked,  unless  their  states 
can  supply  them. 

From  the  foregoing  representations,  you  will  perceive 
that  the  proportion  of  the  continental  army  already 
allotted  to  southern  service  is  as  much  as^  from  present 
appearances,  xan  be  spared  for  that  purpose;  and  that 
a  supply  of  arms,  ammunition  or  cloathing  of  any  con- 
sequence must  depend,  in  great  measure,  upon  fature 
purchas6&  or  importations. 

Nothing  which  is  within  the  compass  of  my  power    • 
shall  be  wanting  to  give  support  lo  the  soathem  stales, 
but  you  ma>  readily  conceive  how  irksome  ^  thing  it    * 
must  be  to  me  to  be  called  upon  for  assistance,  when  I 
have  not  the  means  of  affording  it 

I  am  with  the  greatest  regard,  dear  sir, 
Your  Wost  obed^»  &;  humble  servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

.  Vol.  X  X  3 
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lictter  from  DupUeait.  ■ 

g^en.  Wash-  .  .  *^* 

ington.  It  is  feared  that  the  orighial  miscarried  with  (be 

^^ry-^^    last  weeks  mail,  which  is  missing,  and  is  supposed  Jo 

have  been  taken  and  carried  into  New  York. 

Hon.  BfiiKJAHiN  Harbison,  Esq. 


.    ADDRESS  OF  CONGRESS  TO  THE  SEVERAL 
STATES. 

The  Untied  States  in  Congress  assent'^ 
bled  to  the  legislatures  oj^  the  states 
of  New  Hampshire^  Massachusetts^ 
Rhode  Island  ^  Providence  Plan- 
tatio7iSy  Connecticut^  New  Yor\ 
New  Jersey^  Pennsylvania^  Dela- 
ware^ Maryland,  Virginia^  North 
Carolina.^  South  Carolina,  aiui 
Georgia^ 

G£IiTL£M£Ky 

We  are  hiippy  to  observe  that  the  pre^nt 

AddrcMof.ypji^  hath  been  distinguished  by  the  redaction  of  a 

Uie  federal    powerful  British  garrison  in  Virginia,  and  that  our 

states.  arms  have  also  been  prosperous  in  other  parts  of  the 

United  States;  but  to  infer  that  och*  inexorable  foe  is 

subdued  beyond  recovery  may  be  attended  with  rain* 

ous  consequences;  these  events  will  yield  bat  momeii- 

tary  advantages,  unless  supported  by  vigorous  mea* 

sures  in  ftfture. 

From  an  assurance  that  peace  is  best  attained liy' 
preparations  for  war,  and  that  in  the  cabinet  ofneg^ 
ciations  those  arguments  carry  with  th^m  the  greafeit 
weight  which  are  enforced  not  only  with  a  retrospiS^t 
*of  important  victojies,  bat  by  a  well  grounded  pt0h 
pect  of  future  successes,  we  have  called  upon  -yw  fcr 
eight  mittlons  of  doibrs  and  for  yotir  respedflve  defi- 
ciencies of  tte  mittlary  establishment/      •  «,        ' 
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Seven  years  liave  nearly  passed  since  the  sword  was  Address  of 
first  unsheathed;  the  sums  expended  in  so  long  a  pe-   the^^r^ 
rlod,  in  a  just  and  necessary  war  must  appear  mode-       state*, 
rate,  i>or  can  this  demand  for  pecuniary  aid  be  deemed 
exorbitant  by  those  who  compute  the  extent  of  public 
exigencies  and  the  proportion  of  the  requisition  to  the 
abilities  of  the  states. 

Suppose  not  that  funds  exist  for  our.  relief  beyond 
the  limits  of  these  states.  As  the  possessions  of  the  ci- 
tizens constitute  our  natural  resources,  and  from  a  sense 
of  their  sufficiency  the  standard  of  war  was  erected  a- 
gainst  Great  Britain,  so  oi>  them  alone  we  now  rely. 
iiui  even  if  loans  were  attainable,  their  amount  would 
be  merely  commensurate  with  ogr  ability  and  inclina- 
tion to  repay,  and  by  nothing  can  both  be  more  satis- 
factorily evidenced  than  by  a  generous  exertion  amidst 
the  languor  of  public  credit. 

'  Arguing  from  the  formei*  dilatoriness  of  supplies,  the 
etiemy  after  having  abandoned  serious  iexpectations  of 
conquest  by  arms,  anticipate  it  in  imagination  from  the 
dissolution  of  our  public  credit.  The}'  cannot  howe- 
ver deny  the  firmness  of  the  basis  on  which  it  may  be 
|)1aced,  when  they  surve}'  the  wide  limits  of  this  con- 
federate country,  the  fruitAtlness  of  its  soil  and  the  in- 
dustry of  its  people. 

But  the  want  of  money  is  not  the  only  source  of  our 
difficulties,  nor  do  the  enemy  gather  consolation  from 
the  state  of  our  finances  alone,  we  are  distressed  by  the 
thinness  of  our  battalions.  So  vulnerable  does  the 
boldness  of  navigation  render  the  very  bosom  of  these 
states,  so  dispersed  in  som^  parts  is  the  population,  and 
^o  rapid  our  enemy  in  transportation,  that  they  seize 
and  exhaust  large  districts  before  their  ravages  can  be 
checked.  The  requisitbn  for  the  completion  of  your 
battalions  is  therefore  not  only  reasonable  but  indis* 
.pcnsable. 

Tardiness  in  the  collection  of  our  troops  has  con- 
stantly encouraged  in  our  enemy  a  suspicion,  that  A- 
.  merican  opposition  is  on  the  decline;  hence  money, 
from  time  to  time,  is  poured  into  the  coffers  of  oar  ene- 
i)ffy,  and  the  lender  perhaps  is  allured  by  the  prospect 
of  receiving  it  with  an  usurious  interest  from  the  spoils 
^f  confiscation. . 

To  whom  then,  rather  than  yourselves,  who  are  call- 
ed to  the  guardianship  and  sover eifnty  of  ^ur  coutl* 
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JMnn  af  try,  can  tlicse  considerations  l>e  addressed?  Joint  I* 
^ngrreistn  j^Q„ppp<.^  gg  ^^  a^e,  in  the  work  of  indcpenderice,  dim 
«t»»M  impels  us  to  admonish  you  of  the  crisis:  We  posscf . 
no  funds,  which  do  not  originate  with  you — we  cat 
command  no  levies,  which  are  not  raised  under  youi 
own  acts.  Well  shall  we  acquit  ourselves  to  the  world 
should  peace,  towards  tlic  acquisition  of  which  so  iji 
Instf ious  a  point  hath  been  gained,  now  escape  oul*  cm 
braces  by  the  inadequacy  of  our  arn\y  or  ourtreasun 
for  an  appeal  to  this  exposition  of  your  afiairs  will  di 
monstrate  oup  watchfulness  of  your  happiness.  i] 

We  conjure  you  to  remember,  what  confidence  wm 
shall  establish  in  the  breast  of  ihnt  grrat  Monarch,  wlm 
has  become  a  party  in  our  political  welfare,  b)-  a  boW 
energetick  display  of  our  ability. 

We  therefore  trust  io  your  attention  and  zeal  to  avail. 
yonr?elves  at  this  important  crisis,  of  the  glorious  ad- 
vantages lately  obtained,  by  a  full  compliance  with  the 
requisitions  of  men  and  money  which  we  have  made  to 
you;  the  necessit}'  of  which  hath  been  poifitcd  out  to  m 
by  the  maturest  corisidr ration  on  the  present  circnfci- 
stanc^  of  these  United  States.  » 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANSON,  President. 

DecetJihcr  11  th  1781. 

The  Statf.  of  Virqinia 
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m  I  vmrn  nso  to  vibu    i-  .  ^j^ 

cfjaM^eller  frhni  General  JVas/ti/wlotito^^^^^ 
ir>>se5  V  i/^^  fTOver?ior  of  Virginia.  governor  of 

wwli  Philadelphia,  \^lh  Decemher  1781. 

^5jg,  You  wili  have  been  fnnusljoil  hy  liis  excellency  tlif 
^j,ijp  .President,  willi  the  resolves  of  congress  of  the  lO^h  in- 
'^y  slant,  railing  upon  the  several  states  to  com  pleat  theij* 
respective  quotas  of  troops  by  the  first  of  March  next. 
In  order  to  ascertain  the  deficiencies,  I  am  directed  to 
transmit  to^the  executives  of  il^e  stales,  returns,  under 
u  particular  discriptions,  of  tiie  number  of  men  each  has 
in  service.  The  troops  of  your  slate  composing  part 
of  the  southern  army,  it  would  occasion  an. immense 
loss  of  lime  were  I  first  to  call  for  the  returns,  and  then 
transmit  tlicm  t)iem  back  from  hence  or  wherever  t 
ciay  happen  to  l^e;  1  have  for  that  reason  directed  ma- 
jor general  Greene  to  furnish  your  excellency  with  the 
state  of  your  line  and  give  yoa  Credit  for  an^^  men  you 
may  have  serving  in  the  legionary  corps  or  artillery, 
deducting  tliat  amount  from  the  quota  assigned  to  you 
by  the  arrangement  oi  the  3vd  and  21st  of  October, 
1780,  will  point  out  exactly  your  deficiency. 

1  flatter  myself  it  is  needless  to  impress  upon  yo^ir 
excellency  the  necessity  of  complying  as  fully  as  pos- 
sible with  the  requisition  of  congress  above  mention* 
ed.  , 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  critical  and  danger- 
ous situation  to  which  al!  the  southern  states  were  re- 
duced, was  owing  to  Uie  want  of  a  suflicient  regidar 
force  to  oppose  to  that  of  the  enemy,  who,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  frequent  dissolutions  of  our  temporary 
armies,  had  gained-such  footing  in  the  four  most  south- 
ern, that  their  governments  were  totally  subverted  or 
debilitated,  that  ihey  were  not  capable  of  exerting  suf- 
ficient authority  to  bring  a  regular  army  into  the  field. 
Happily,  this  scene  is  changed,  and  a  moment  is  al- 
lowed us  to  reclily  our  past  errors,  and,  if  rightly  im- 
proved, to  put  ourselves  ii)  such  a  situation,  that  we 
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Lefter  f.nrn  nee4  not  be  apprehensive  of  the  force  G^eat  Britain  has 
f^'  ^  ^K-  remaining  upon  the  continent,  or  which  she  can  berefa* 
governor  of  ter  probably  bring.    But  the  greatest  encouragement  to 
Virginia,    a  Vigorous  preparation  is,  tliat  it  will  be  the  most  like- 
ly method  of  gaining  more  allies  and  forcing  Great 
Britain  into  a  negociation,  which  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  suppose  would  end  in  a  peace  honorable  to  the 
interests  and  views  of  America. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  a  matter  to 
30ur  excellency  which  1  must  solicit  you  to  urge  to  the 
legislature,  as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  .filling  your 
regime  nts^with  proper  men,  more  especially- if  the  mpde 
of  drafting  should  be  adopted.  It  is,  stationing  con- 
tinental officers  of  the  rank  of  field  officers  at  least,  at 
the  different  places  of  rendezvous,  who  shall  judge  of 
the  ability  of  the  recruit  and  pass  him  or  reject  him  as 
circumstances  ma}'  require.  For  want  of  a  regulation 
of  this  kind,  ife  have  had  hundreds  of  oldroeii,  mere 
children,  disordered  and  decripid  persons  passed  by 
civil  characters  appointed  for  muster  masters,  aud  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  discharging  them  the  mo-  ^ 
ment  they  have  joined  the  army;  whereby  the  state  has 
been  put  to  a  vast  expence  for  an  useless  man,  and  the 
service  has  lost  a  man  for  the  campaign,  as  the  dis- 
tricts, fronp  whence  such  have  been  sent,  have  scarce 
ever  replaced  them.  Tiie  Secretary  at  War  will  ad- 
dress your  excellency  upon  this  subject,  which  I  can 
assure  you  is  of  the  utmost  injiportance  to  tlie  constitQ" 
tion  of  the  ^rm^^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
Your  excellency's  most  obed't.  servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
J{iis  Excellency^     . 

GovERT^oii  Harrison. 
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STATUTES  AT  LARGE. 


ACCOUNTS. 

xVct  of  1748,  prescribing  the 
method  of  proving  book 
debts,  repealed  133.  Limi- 
lation  of  actions  on  store  ac- 
counts 133.  Delivery  of  ar- 
ticles to  be  dated  133.  Pen- 
alty for  post-dating  133. 
When  limitation  to  commence 
*  l34.  Courts  and  juries  ex 
officio  to  take  notice  of  this 
xict  134. 
ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

All    acts  of   assembly    which 
would  have  expired  at  the  end 
of,   or  during  the  session  of 
March  1781,  continued  401. 
ADDRESS. 

Address  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  to  congress,  on 
tlie  alarming  situation  of  the 
southern  states,  as  it  respects 
the  operations  of  the  enemy 
539. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

One  judge,  or  more,  of  general 
court  may  adjoury  402.  Jud- 
ges may  adjourn  their  courts 


if  tfley  think  they  cannot  lit 
with  safety  408. 
ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 

Commissioner  of  war  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  belwiging 
to  the  adjutant  general's  de- 
partment 428.  Military  com- 
missions to  issue  from  the  war 
ofSce  428. 

ADMIRALTY. 

Court  of  admiralty,  when  to  sit 
at  Richmond  89.  Court  of 
admiralty  established  98.— 
Number  of  judges  98.  Juris* 
diction  98.  By  what  laws  go- 
verned 98.  Provision  where 
regulations  Of  congress  con- 
8ict  with  laws  of  state  98.— 
Judges  Iiow  chosen  98.  Oatti 
of  judges  98.  Penalty  for  act- 
ing without  oath  99.  Regis- 
ter, advocate  and  marshal 
99.  Tenure  of  office  99. — 
Court  where  to  sit  99.  Sale 
of  perishable  goods  100. — 
Rules  of  practice  100.  Libel,, 
citation,  publicatioa,  defence, 
depositions,  iOO.      Trial  by 
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jury  101 .  Secarity  for  costs, 
when  101.  Sale  ol' goods  con- 
demned 101.  Appeal,  right 
of,  and  to  what  trfbtmal  ]0L 
Present  judges  confirmed  in 
ortSce  101.  Stflary  of  judges 
6f  119.  dmxX  of  admiraUy 
contained  'hi  WiHiamsburg 
1.36.  Marshal's  fees  a32.  Sa^ 
lary  of  tiw  judges  rated  in  to- 
bacco 277.  A  joiy  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  the  tobacco 
in  money  277.  Citurt  of  ad- 
miralty may  sit  any  where 
on  proper  o^asi^jns  408.  Sa- 
lary of  fudpfes,  in  specie  493. 
"^    ADVOCATE. 

in' court  of  admiralty,  hour  ap- 
pointed 99.  Tenure  of  office 
.99. 

AGENTS. 

HUkafy  agents  to  be  appointed 
71.  Tbeir  duty  and  compen- 
sation 71.  Saljiry  of  commer- 
cial agent  278. 

ALBEMARLE. 

*Vestry  of  Albemarle  parisli  in 
county  of  Sussex  dissolved 
366.^  . 

AliEXANDER,  JOHN 

Certain  lots  laid  off  by  John  A- 
kxaodef  annexed  to  the  town 
of  Alexandria  192. 
ALEXANDRIA. 

Towns  of  Alexandria  and  Win- 
chester incorporated  172. — 
Officers,  how  elected  173. — 
Style  of  corporation  of  Alex- 
andria 173.  Mayor,  recorder 
&c.  how  qualified  173.  How 
long  mayor  eligible  173.  Ju- 
dicial and, ministerial  powers 
of  mayor,  recorder  &t  alder-, 
men  173.  Fowers  ofsierjeaiU 
174.     Limitation  tH' jurisdic- 


tion 174.  Market  days  \^S, 
Officers,  how  remoi^able  for  ^ 
misconduct  175.  Penalty  for 
refusing  to  execute  office  to 
which  elected  175.  Common 
cotmcil,  flow  summoned  .t7ji. 
Propertj^  heretofore  vested  iu 
Uustees  of  Alexandris^  traus^- 
ferred  to  corporation  ITfi- — 
Tow»  of  VVinch^er<ijE|£<u>' 
porated  in  same  manner  as 
Alexandria  170.  Style  of  cor- 
poraiioa  176.  Jufisdioipn 
170«  Certain/ sales  and  leases 
of  lotii  made  by  trustees  of  A- 
lexandria  confirmed  192. — 
Certain  lots  laid  off  by  John 
Alexander  annexed,  to  tbe 
town  of  Alexandria  192.  Pro- 
prietors allowed  a  further  time 
.  after  the  end  of  tbe  prescjnl 
war,  to  build  upon  ai\d  save 
iheii-  lots  ^93.  Naval  officer 
of  district  of  seuih  Potow- 
mack  to  appoint  a  deputy  to 
reside  in  Alexandria  208, 
ALIENS. 

Whodeemed  aliens  129.    .. 
ALLEGIANCE. 

Form  of  oath  of  ailegia|)ce;.or 
fidelity  S^.  .  Oath  of  gover- 
nor, council,  {and  others  22, 
23.  Acts  imposing  treble  tax- 
es on  ttiose  refusing  to.  take 
the  oath  <>f  allegiance  repeal- 
.  ed  194.  Such  taxes,  when  & 
how  reimbursed  19^ 
ALLIES. 

Deserters  from  arm^-or  Davy  of 
our  allies,  how  apprebejsuM 
207. 

ALLOVVAI^CES, 

J[ udges  of  superior  couf  ta  autbo- 
,rised  ^  make  allow.ance^  to 
tbeir  officers  y  S. 
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AMHERST. 

BourKJaftes  6f  parties  of  Am- 
herst and  Lexington,  in  the 
county  of  Amherst  altered 
369. 

ANDERSON,  JOHN  fa 
MEAD. 

JLead  mines,  the  propertj  of 
John  fa  Mead  Anderson,  to 
be  assessed  finr  taxes,  accord- 
ing to  the  v^e  of  the  soil 
tiDly  193. 
APt^EALS,  COURT  OF 

When  to  sit  at  Richmond  89, 
152.  Court  of  appeals  esta- 
blished 89.  Terms  90.  Of 
what  judges  constituted  90. 
Preceilence  of  judges  90. — 
Oath  of  judgjes  90.  Jurisdic- 
tion 90.  Clerk,  tipstaff  and 
crier  91.  Sheriff  to  atttnd  91. 
Appeals,  writs  of  error,  &c. 
how  prosecuted  91.  Duty  of 
clerks,  as  to  records,  bonds^ 
&c  9J.  Docketting  causes 
91.  Statements  of  cases  92. 
Decisions,  how  certified  91. 
Certain  land  claims  to  be 
laid  before  court  of  appeals 
and  there  decided  48.  Court 
of  appeals  to  sit  at  Richmond 
152.  Terms  of  court  of  ap- 
peals altered  455.  Court  of 
appeals  may  sit  beyond  their 
term,  and  then  the  term  of  the" 
high  court  of  clmncery  to 
commence  the  next  day  455. 
APPEALS. 

To  court  of  appeals,  how  pro- 
secuted 91.     From  decisions 
of  court  of  admiralty,   how 
made,  fa  to  what  tribunal  101. 
APPRENTICES. 

Pfcniihy  on  masters  receiving 
any  consideration  for  the  en- 
VoL.  X.  ^  ¥3 


listment  of  their  apprentices 
335.  County  courts  beioW 
the  falls  of  the  rivers  shall 
bind  out  at  least  half  their 
male  orphans  to  the  sea  385. 
ARMS. 

Arms  belonging  to  this  state  or 
United  Slates,  how  recovered 
from  those  who  have  the  un» 
lawful  possession  21 8. 
ARMY. 

Volunteers  to  be  raised  18.  How 
organized  18.  •  Officers  and 
staff  18.  How  appointed  19. 
Chaplains  19.  Pay,  rations, 
fac.  same  as  continental  19. 
Spirits  and  sogur,  how  fur-* 
nished  19.  Bounty  and  ten^i 
of  service  20.  Volunteers  for 
western  frontiers  20.  Arms, 
fac.  how  furnished  20.  Where 
posted,  fa  time  of  servi^t  SUU 
Pensions  and  provision  for 
wives  fa  indigent  parents  21. 
Additional  bouiUies  to  sol- 
diers, sailors  and  marines  23. 
Land  bounty  24.  Pensions 
24.  Exempted  from  personal 
taxes  24.  Goods  at  stipulated 
prices  26.  Half  pay  for  life^ 
to  generals,  field  officers,  cap- 
tains, subalterns,  chaplains, 
physicians,  surgeons  and  sur^ 
geons'  mates  25.  Recruiting 
officers,  how  appointed  25. 
Their  powers,  duty  and  com- 
pensation 25.  Troop  of  ca- 
valry for  protection  of  Illi- 
nois 26.  Land  bounty  to  vo- 
hmteers  undercolonet  George 
Rogers  Clarke  26.  To  sol- 
diers for  protection  of  Illinois 
27.  Four  troops  af  cavalry 
for  eastern  frontier  21:  Laud 
boumy  to  tbo^e  who  enlist 
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daring  the  war  2?T.  Caralry 
to  be  raised,  during  existing 
invasion  28.  Four  regiments 
to  be  raisedj  two  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  fjoestem,  and  two 
for  the  eastern  frontiers  32. 
Pay  and  emoluments  34. — 
Military  agents  to  be  appoint- 
ed 71.  Their  duty  and  com- 
pensation-71.  Board  of  war 
to  furnish  lists  of  articles  for 
attommodation  of  army  72. 
Board  of  trade  to  procure  such 
articles  72.  How  transmitted 
to  army  79L  Invoices  &  pri- 
ces t5  be  sent  with  goods  73. 
Accountability  of  agents  73. 
Duly  of  board  of  war  in  as- 
certaining"  wants  of  army 
73.  One  25th  man  of  the  mi- 
litia to  be  drafted  for  18 
months  62.  Act  to  enable  the 
governor  and  council  to  sup- 
ply armies  and  navies  of  Uni- 
ted States  with  grain  &  flour 
tiirtfaer  continued  107,  142, 
426.  All  acts  empowering 
county  courts  to  provide  for 
the  wives,  parents  fe  families 
repealed  212.  Proviso  in  fa- 
vor of  those  in  indigent  cir- 
tumstances  212.  Officers  of 
the  Virginia  line,  and  of  the 
two  state  regiments  and  of 
artillery  authorised  to  re-en- 
list their  men  214.  Bounty 
214.  Executive  authorised  to 
send  assistance  to  our  sister 
state  of  South  Carolina  214. 
Militia  and  state  troops  to  be 
«ent  214.  Drafts  under  for- 
mer  la ws  to  be  com  pMed  214. 
New  organization  of  state 
troops  215.  Cavalry  and  in- 
fantry 216.  Garrison  and  ar- 


tillery regiment  215.  Regi- 
ment for  defence  of  western 
frontiers  215.  Enlistments  by 
county  lieutenants,  how  long 
to  continue  216.  Money  re- 
ceived for  enlisting  men,  how 
accounted  for  216.  Summary 
remedy  216.  Militia  embo- 
died for  relief  of  South  Ca- 
rolina 221  i  Provisioos  for 
the  army  procured  by  pur- 
chase or  impressment  2^. — 
Various  regulations  concern- 
ing 234-236.  Additional  for- 
ces to  be  raised  to  complete 
this  state's  quota  of  troops  on 
continental  establishment  257 
One  15th  man  of  the  mtUtia 

258.  Militia  to  be  laid  off  in- 
to difvisions,  and  each  divi- 
sion to  recruit  a  man  25%  If 
not  recruited  in  30  days  to  be 
drafted  259.  Terra  of  service 

259.  Substitutes  admitted 
259.  Bounty  260.  Place  of 
rendezvous  260.  Returns  to 
be  made  to  governor  280. — 
Fines  for  dennquencies  260. 
A  division  op  draft  producing 
a  deserter,  relieved  from  ser- 
vice 26 1 .  Muiin v,  bow  pun- 
ishable 261.  Quakers  oruen*- 
onists  drafted,  exempted  from 
service,  but  a  substitute  to  be 
provided  at  expense  of  socie^ 
ty261.  Allowance  to  widows 
and  aged  parents  of  soldiers 
dying  in  service  262.  Act 
exempting  millers,  and  per- 
sons employed  at  iron  works 
^except  for  the  public)  re- 
pealed 262.  Additional  troops 
for  the  war  to  be  raised  326. 
Number  to  be  furnithcfd'  by 
each  county  3S7.   Taxes  for, 
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when  and  how  collected  329. 
Mode  of  recruiting  men  for 
three  years  or  the  war  330. 
Additional  bounty  331.  Land 
bounty,  SCO  acres  to  soldiers 
who  Aave  enlisted,  or  shall  en- 
list and  serve  to  the  end  of  tlie 
war  331.  If  quota  not  recruit- 
ed to  be  drafted  for  eighteen 
months  333.  Troops  how  re- 
viewed, furloughed  and  rtn- 
dexvoused  333.  Mutiny  or 
resistance  to  ihis  act,  how 
punishable  334.  Quakers  &i 
nlenonists  drafted,  exempted 
from  persona)  service,  but  a 
substitute  to  be  furnished  at 
expense  of  society  335.  De- 
sertions, how  guarded  against 
335i  Sick  soldiers  provided 
for  335,  Waggons  procui^ed 
by  impressment  335.  Penal- 
ty on  masters  receiving  any 
consideration  for  the  enlist- 
ment of  their  apprentices  335. 
Penalty  for  selling  recruits 
336.  Additional  penalties  for 
concealing  deserters  336. — 
Person  enlisting  a  soldier  for 
the  war  exempted  from  all  o- 
ther  drafts  or  militia  duty  337. 
Clothing  for  the  army  to  be 
furnitbed  by  certain  counties, 
in  what  proportion,  and  of 
what  to  consist  338.  Mode  of 
furnishing  the  clothing  for  the 
army  in  each  county  339. — 
Beef  for  the  army,  how  fur- 
nished by  the  several  coun- 
ties 34Q«  Waggons  for  the 
army,  bow  famished  by  the 
several  counties  342.  Act  for 
procuring  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions for  the  use  of  the  army 
revived  and  anoided   344. 


Prices  of  provisions  344,— 
Continental  officers  of  this 
state  reduced  373.  Officers  to 
supply  themselves  with  cloth- 
ing 374.  Their  pay  and  ra- 
tions to  be  made  equal  to  spe* 
cie;  also  the  soldiers'  pay  374^ 
Public  stores  discontinued  b 
clothier  general  appointed 
374.  Half  pay  to  widows  h 
children  of  officers  dying  in 
service  374.  Paid  by  scale  of 
depreciation  374.  Oticers  to 
have  half  pay  for  life  374. — 
Land  bounty  to  general  offi- 
cers 375.  Bounty  in  lands  en- 
creased  to  other  officers  375. 
Legal  representatives  entitled 
to  bounty  375.  Land  given 
to  Baron  Steuben  375.  Funds 
vested  in  agent,  for  clothuig 
for  the  army  376.  Public 
vessels  may  be  employed  in 
transporting  clothing  377. — 
Provided  that  one  armed  ves- 
sel and  a  tender.shall  be  em- 
ployed on  the  Chesapeake 
377.  Corn  may  be  exported 
in  exchange  for  salt  377. — 
Two  legions  to  be  raised  391. 
Number,  officers,  &;  staff  39  L 
Pay  and  emoluments  392, — 
Further  time  allowed  to  exe- 
cute the  acts  for  recruiting 
this  state's  quota  of  troops  for 
the  continental  army,  and  for 
supplying  the  army  with 
clothes,  provisions  and  wag- 
gons 393.  Troops  in  the  two 
legions  exempted  from  drafts 
410.  Term  of  service  41 1. 
Persons  opposing  laws  for 
calling  out  military  force^  de- 
clared civilly  dead  414»  Of- 
ficers appointed  to  enlist  sol- 
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dMTS  for  two  vcairs^or  the  war 
433.  ExpeiH^s  of  recruhing, 
bOw  paid  434.  Bounty  and 
immiMiUies  434.  Officers  in 
the  Slate  line  reduced  449. — 
Regiments  consolidated  449. 
Not  td  aflfect  general  Spots- 
Wood's  legions  4^.  State 
^j^uartep-niaster's,  commissa- 
ries, comnitsstoners,  &c.  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  be 
di6cl|argt;*J  449.  Executive 
to  call  a  '  officers  reduced  or 
dischar^tfl  ^>  account  450. 
S;irpiH<  su>res,  &;c.  transfer- 
red to  sinitlar  coiHinental  of- 
ffcerr450.  For  what  time 
pay  and  subsistence  <»f  officers 
and  soldiers  to  be  made  equal 

'  to  specie  462.  Auditors  to  ad- 
just accounts  according  to 
scale  of  depreciation  &i  give 
printed  certificates  payable 
with  interest  462.  Also  of  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  dead  462. 
Or,  out  of  the  service,  for 
the  time  they  served  463.  Au^ 
ditors  to  return  a  list  of  cer- 
tificates to  the  treasurer  463. 
Advance  to  officers  463.  Fix- 
ture pay  in  specie  463.  Offi- 
cers to  account  for  money  ad- 
vanced 463.  '  In  what  man- 
ner 464.  And  for  clothing 
464.  Certificates  to  be  re- 
ceived on  sale  of  forfeited  es- 
tates 464.  If  sales  paid  for  in 
specie,  that  to  be  reserved  for 

.  tcdeeming  certificates  464. — 
Scale  of  depreciation  464. — ' 
Fmrther  tract  of  territory  al- 
lotted for  officers  and  soldiers 
in  lieu  of  that  fallen  into 
North  Carolina  465.     Whep 

\i  %Dd  bow  their  lands  may  foe 


surveyed  466.  Return  to  be 
made  of  state  officers-  fe  their 
merits  466.  Tlieir  pay  fe«ub- 
sistaKe  to  be  made  eqiMl  to 
continentals  467.  Also  their 
bounty  in  lands,  to  be  sur- 
veyed as  the  regulars  467. — 
Cavalry  the  same  advantages 
as  infantry  467.  Officers  and 
seamen  of  the  navy,  sane  as 
land  service  467.  Tobscco 
rieceived  for  confiscated  es- 
tates to  be  sold  and  the  mo- 
ney to  redeem  certificates  467. 
Act  for  suppfying  southero 
army  with  waggons  and  hor- 
ses 482.  Penalty  on  sherifis 
and  jtistices  for  neglect  462. 
How  recoverable  482.  Wag- 
gons andneams  how  disposed 
^f  483.  Governor  U  cfMincil 
to  appoint  persons  to  pur- 
chase waggon  horses  483^ — 
Virginia  line  on  contilleBtal 
establfshment  to  be  recruited 
for  two  years  or  the  war  499. 
Recruiting  expenses  499. — 
Advanceof  money  499;  Sol* 
diers  enhsting  for  t#o  years 
or  the  war,  entitled  ta  same 
bounty  and  immuaities^M  o- 
other  continentals  409^  Per- 
son furnishSiufNt  sdMier  for 
twO'  yefars  orKie  war,  enemp^ . 
ted  from  militia  duty  500. 
ARTICLES  OF.WAR. 

To  be  published  31 1.  Militia  in 
actual  service,  subject  ts  416. 
ARTIFICERS^     ^ 

Artificers  employed  at  iron 
works  exempted  froniiaciilitia 
duty  397.  Act  contimed  425, 
444.*  '  '     I 

ART1LLER¥> 

Officers  of  artill^iy  regunentiiq 
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conUnental  semcettntborised 
to  re-enlist  thnr  men  3 14. — 
Orgftfl'rzatioa  of  garrisou  and 
aruliery  regiment  216. 
ASSEMBLY. 

Wages  of  members  of  general 
assembly,  in  tobacco,  how 
estimaled  and  paid  30,  104, 
229^  Capito]  to  be  erected  for 
atUicbmond  86.  When  to 
»it  Ut  Richmond  89.  Grand 
j«ry,  at  general  court,  to  es- 
tiBiate  price  of  tobacco  paya- 
ble to  members  of  assembly 
104.  Acts  i6xing  allowance 
of  members  of  general  assem- 
bly explained  and  amended 
137.  Elections  for  members 
of  assembly  may  be  held  at 
znj'  place  secure  from  tlie  e- 
aemy  412. 

ASSESSORS- 

Of  tax*  further  duties  of  10,— 
Their  oath  11.  Allowance 
enereasod  14.  Duty  of  com- 
nissioners  of  tax  and  assess- 
ors 10  furnishing  lists  to  sher- 
iffs 166.  Allowance  to  com- 
missioners and  assessors  167. 
Their  duty  in  classing  lands 
242.  Their  oath  on  that  oc- 
casion 242<  General  oath  243. 
Rule,  if  a  diffiBirence  of  opin- 
ion 243.  Dutyofeomroission- 
ers  and  assessors  246.  Allow-- 
anccs  24r,  252.  Assessors  to 
be  annually  appo'mted,  but  to 
aMesd  once  in  two  years  252. 
Penalty  for  neglect  of  duty 
262.  Penal  ty  on  assessors  ear 
creased  361. 

ASSIGNMENT. 

Warrants  and  certificates  assign* 
abk  60« .  Loan  office  cer^^ 
cates  for  paper  moo^y  called 


in,    traosferrable  by  asfiign- 
meni  only  4^7. 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 
Salary  of  attorney  general  118, 
21 9,278,493.  Salary  of  at- 
torney general  rated  in  to- 
bacco 278.  Value  of  tobacco 
in  money  estimated  by  grand 
jury  ^278.  Salary  of  attorney 
general  in  specie '4^3. 
AUCTION. 

See  y^dues,  and  page  158. 

AUDITORS.  ' 

Salaries  »of  clerks  in  auditors' 
office  encreased  107,208)219, 
278.  Salary  of  auditors  118, 
219.  Commissioners  of  tax 
to  settle  with  sheriffs^  &s  tran- 
smit account  of  settlement  to 
auditors  247^  Salary  of  au- 
ditors rated  in  tobacco  278. 
Value  of  tobacco  in  money, 
estimated  by  grand  jury  ^78. 
One  jtidge  of  general  court 
may  qualify  the  auditors  402. 
Samry  of  auditors  in  specie 
493. 

AUGUSTA. 

Part  of  the  county  of  Augusta 
added  ta  Monongalia  114. — 
Another  part  of  Augusta  ad- 
ded to  Monongalia  351, 
BACON. 

Tax,  payable  in  bacon  490. 
BAIL. 

Disaffected  persons,  confined  by 
order  of  executive  not  to  be 
set  at  liberty  by  bail,  main* 
price,  or  htmas  corput  414. 
BAINE,  ROBERT, 

Estate  of  Robert  Baifie,,sold  as 

.    escheated  property,  restored 
to  him  452. 
BALL,  BURGESa 

Certain  lands,  wfaerepf  Borgass 
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Ball  is  seized  as  tenant  for 
life,  vested  in  trustee  to  be 
sold,  and  the  monies  laid  out 
in  other  lands  469. 
BANISHMENT. 
Governor  and  council  authori- 
sed to  banish  disaffected  per« 
sons  414.  Felony  without 
clergy  to  return  from  banish^ 
meni  414. 

BANNS. 
No  mvriage  ^except  between 
quakers  and  menouists)  but 
on  licence  or  publication  of 
banns  362. 

BARLEY. 
Tax,  payable  in  barley  490. 

BATH. 
Further  time  allowed  purchasers 
'   of  lots  in  town  of  Bath  to  im« 
prove  them  108. 
BAY. 
Lands  on  bay  of  Chesapeake, 
not  to  be  granted  227. 
BECiC  WJLLIAM 
William  Beck,  a  mulatto  be- 
longing to  Thomas  Walker, 
jun.  emancipated  ^l  1. 
BEDFORD. 
Bedford    county    divided    and 
Campbell  formed  447.  Boun- 
daries 447.   Court  days  447. 
BEEF. 
Bee  Pork,  Beef,  ^c. 
Act  for  inspection  of  pork,  beef, 
&5c.  290.      Fees  altered  290. 
Penalties  altered  291.     Beef 
for  the  army  how  furnished 
by  the  several  counties  340. 
BETTING. 
Penalty  ob  those  who  play  or 
bet  at  games  or  wagers  205. 
BILBERRY,  BENJAMIN 
Gate  a  slave  tlie  property  of 


Benjamin  Bilberry  emanci- 
pated  372. 
BILLIARD  TABLES. 

Tax  on,  in  specie  fi04« 
BILLS  OF  CREDIT. 

Stealing,   taking  by    robbery, 
forging  or  counterfeiting  cer- 
tain   bills  of  credit,    felony 
without  clergy  93. 
BONDS. 

Sherifis  annually  to  give  bond 
for  collection  of  taxes  506. 
A  copy  to  be  sent  to  audi- 
tors, which  shall  be  evidence 
506«  Duty  bqnds,  how  given 
512.  Proceedings  thereon 
515. 

BOOK  DEBTS. 

Act  of  1 748,  prescribing  method 
of  proving  book  debts  repeal- 
ed 133.  Limitation  of  actions 
on  store  accounts  133.  Deli- 
•  very  of  articles  to  be  dated 
133.  Penalty  for  post-dating 
133.  When  limitation  to  com- 
mence 134.  Courts  and  Ju- 
ries bound  ex  officio  to  take 
notice  «f  this  act  134. 
BOONSBOROUGH.  . 

Town  ot  Boonsboroogh  iit-Keu- 
tucky  county  established  134. 
BOUNTY. 

See  Jlrmy. 

Additional  bounties  to  soldiers, 
sailorsaud  marines  23.  Land 
bounty  24.  Land  bounty  to 
volunteers  under  col.  George 
Rogers  Clarke  26.  To  sol- 
diers for  protection  of  Illinois 
27.  To  those  wlio  enlist  dur- 
ing the  war  27.  Land  bounty 
to  chaplains,  surgeons  and 
surgeons'  mates  141.  Pro- 
portion of  land  bfHinty  to  of^ 
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ticers  and  soldiers  160.  Rights 
of  those  slain  or  dying  in  ser- 
vice devolve  on  their  heirs  or 
legal  representatives  161. — 
Bounty  to  militia  ordered  for 
relief  of  South  Carolina  224. 
Bounty  for  recruits  or  drafts 
for  the  continental  army  260. 
Bounty  in  lands,  kc.  to  sai- 
lors and  marinesfop  protection 
ofeastern  frontier  298.  Land 
bounty  300  acres  to  soldiers 
who  have  enlisted  or  shall  en- 
enlist  and  ser^*e  to  the  end  of 
the  war  331.  Land  bounty 
to  general  officers  375.  Boun- 
ty in  lands  to  other  officers 
eiicr«ased  375.  Legal  repre- 
sentatives entitled  to  bounty 
375.  Land  given  to  Baron 
Steuben  375.  Further  tract 
of  territory  allotted  for  boun- 
ty of  officers  and  soldiers,  in 
lieu  of  that  fallen  into  North 
Carolioa  465.  When  &  how 
their  lands  may  be  surveyed 
466.  State  troops  as  to  land 
bounty,  made  equal  to  conti- 
nentals 467.  Soldiers  enlist- 
ing for  two  years  or  the  war, 
entitled  to  same  bounty  and 
.  immunities  as  other  continen- 
tals 499.  Resolution  extend- 
ing land  bounty  to  certain  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  539. 
BRIBERY. 

Penalty  on  collector  oi*  duties 
for  receiving  a  bribe,  or  con- 
niving at  a  false  entry  513. 
And  on  persons  offering  a 
brib(B5l4. 
BRITISH  DEBTS. 

So  much  of  act  for  sequestering 
British  property,  &ic.  as  allow 


dd[)tors  to  pay  their  debts  in- 
to the  treasury  repealed  227. 
BRITISH  PROPERTY. 
British  property  vested  in  the 
commonwealth  by  escheat  &; 
forfeiture  67.      Proceedings, 
how  instituted67.  Office  found 
for  commonwealth  vests  the 
property  absolutely  67.    But 
right  to  money  proceeding 
from  sale  of  property  may  be 
afterwards  asserted  67.  Com- 
missioners of  sale  68.     Sales 
how  conducted  68.      Allow- 
ance to  escheators  68.  Grants 
for  escheated  lands,  how  ob- 
tained 68.      Proceedings  a- 
gainst  escheators  for  delin- 
quency 68.       Allowance  to 
commissioners  69.  Nett  pro- 
ceeds to  be  extended  in  to^ 
bacco,   how  estimated  69.—^ 
Duty  of  escheators  to  be  per- 
formed in  Northern  neck,  by 
sherifTs  69.     British  subjects 
V  described  69.      Property,  in 
particular  instances,  excepted 
out  of  this  act  70.    Provision 
for  widows,  wives,  and  cbil-* 
dren  71.    Mode  and  rules  of 
proceeding  on  traverse  of  of- 
6ce,  and  monstrans  de  droit 
153.     All  bona  Jide  S9\es  hy 
British  subjects,  valid,  collu- 
sive sales,  declared  void,  and 
how  detected  154.      Injunc- 
tions to  inquisitions  of  escheat^ 
how  and  for  wbat  causes  ob- 
tained 155.  Who  are  except- 
ed out  of  the  former  act,  and 
how  relievable  156.  Titles  to 
estates  found  to  have  been  es- 
cheated, or  forfeited,  to  which 
a  claim  either  had  not  been 
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-  made,  or  had  been  discussed, 
for  the  coiniQOUweaUb,  con- 
firmed td  the  purchasers,  sa- 
ving the  rights  of  all  persons, 
to  the  purchase  money  201. 
So  much  of  act  for  sequester- 
ing British  property,  be.  as 
allows  debtors  to  pay  their 
debts  into  the  treasury  repeal- 
ed 227.     Act  concerning  es- 
cheats and   forfeitures   from 
British  subjects  suspended,  as 
to  lands  in  Henry  &c  Amherst, 
conveyed  by  John  Harmer  to 
Walter  King  Cole  &  George 
Harmer  300.    Slaves  sold  as 
the    escheated    property    of 
John  Harmer  and  purchased 
by   the    public    restored    to 
George  Harmer  371. 
BRITISH  SUBJECTS. 
See  EscheaUj  Forfeitures. 
Property    of  British    subjects 
'    vested  in  commonwealth,  the 
i    landSy  slaves,  and  other  real 
*    estate,  by  etcheat^  the  person- 
al estate  by  forfeiture  67. — 
Proceedings  thereon  67,  69. 
British  subjects  described  69. 
Provision  for  widows,  wives 
and  children  71.    Mode  and 
rules  of  proceeding  on  tra- 
verse of  office,  and  monstrans 
de  droit  153.      All  bona  fide 
sales  by  British  subjects  va- 
.    lid;-r-Collusive  sales  declared 
void,  and  how  detected    154. 

*  Injunctions  to  inquisitions  of 
.    escheat,  how  and .  for  what 

causes  obtained  155.  Who 
are  excepted  out  of  the  for- 
mer act  and  how  relievable 
156.  Act  concerning  esciieats 

*  and  forfeitures  suspended,  as 
to  lands  in  Henry  and  Am- 


herst, conveyed  by  John  Har- 
mer to  Walter  King  Cole  & 
George  Harmer  300. 
BRUNSWICK. 

Brunswick  county  divided  and 
Greensville  formed  363,-*- 
Boundaries  363.  Court  days 
363» 

BYRD,  WILLIAM 

Charles  Carter,  esq.  the  surviv- 
ing triftstee  of  WilliaA)  Byrd, 
esq.  authorised  to  convey  lots 
and  lands  held  under  Byrd's 
lottery,  and  a  deed  of  trust 
446. 

CiESAR. 

Barber  Csesar  alias  John  Hope^ 
a  slave  of  Susanna  RidtUe  e- 
mancipated  211. 
CAMPBELL. 

Campbell  county  formed  from 
Bedford  447«      Bpitfidaries 
447,  Court  days  447. 
CAJIPBELU  WILUAM 

Wm.  Campbell,  Walter  Crock- 
ett and  others  indemnified  for 
suppressing  a  coaspiracy  b 
insurrection  195. 
CAPITOL. 

See  seat  of  OovernmewU 

For  general  assembly  to  be  e- 
rected  in  Richmond  ,86.-^ 
Land,  how  acquired  8z;  paid 
for  87.  Capitol  and  palace  in 
Williamsburg  to  be  sold  in 
the  event  that  taxes  prove  on- 
prodticii^'e  285.  Capitol  in 
Richmond  located  on  Shockoe 
hill  317. 

CARRIAGES.       . 

Tax  on  carriages  166,244^  Tax 
payable  in  specie  594. 
CARTER,  CHARLES 

Charles  Carter,.esq.  the^urfiv- 
ing  trustee  of  William  Byrd, 
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'  esq.  authorised  to  convey  lots 
and  lands  sold  under  Byrd's 
lottery,  and  a  -deed  of  trust 
446. 

GATE. 

Cate  a  slave,  the  property  of 
Benjamin  Bilberry  emanci- 
pated 372. 

CATTLE. 

Tax  on  cattle  189,  504.  Cattle 
belonging  to  this  stale  or  U- 
nited  States,  how  recovered 
from  those  who  have  tlie  un- 
lawful possession  218.  Tax 
on  cattle,  in  specie  504. 
CAVALRY. 

Troop  of  cavalry,  for  protection 
of  Illinois  25.  Four  troops 
for  eastern  frontier  27.  Ca- 
valry, to  be  raised  during  ex- 
isting invasion  SS.  Stale  ca- 
valry reduced  315;  Cavalry 
for  relief  of  South  Carolina, 
llpw  formed  223.  Horses  how 
furnished  224.  Volunteer  ca- 
valry to  be  called  into  ser- 
vice 312. .  To  be  credited  to 
their  division  ofmiKtia  312. 
Cavah*y  entitled  to  same  ad- 

'  vantages  of  pay,  &€•  as  in- 
fantry 407. 

CAVEATS. 

To  judgments  of  commissioners 
f&r  adjusting  titles  to  lands  on 
western  waters,  within  what 
time  to  be  entered  in  general 
court  48.  Caveats  depending 

^  befoi'e  the  revolution,  how 
proceeded  on  49.  Caus^  of 
caveat  58.  Proceedings  on 
caveats  58.  New  caveats,  for 
whai^causes  allowed  59.  Costs 
on  caveats  59.  Caveats  on 
surveys  before  establishment 
of  commonwealth's  land  of-' 
V«L.  X.  Z  8 


fice,  how  proceeded  in  179. 
Caveats  allowed  to  judgments 
of  commissioners  354. 
CERTIFICATES.    ' 

Plats  and  certificates  of  survey, 
when  and  hov^  nVnde  57.— 
When  returned  to  land  office 
58. '  Assignable  60.  Within 
what  time  plats  and  certifi- 
cates may  not  be  delivered 
61.  Stealing,  taking  by  rob- 
bery, forging  or  counterfeit- 
ing certain  certificates,  death 
without  clergy  93.  Altering 
erasing,  &ic.  94.  Having  io 
possession  instruments  for 
forging  or  counter  felling  94. 
Proceedhigs  against  offenders 
f^5.  PerscMi  suspected  of  hav- 
ing forged  or  counterfeited, 
how  apprehended  96.  Deci* 
sioDS  of  court  of  appeals,  how 
certified  92.  Certain  certifi^ 
cates  receivable  in  payment 
for  treasury  land  warranto 
148.  Loan  ofiice  certificates 
with  interest  receivable  for 
waste  lands  148.  Forms  and 
marks  of  treasurer's  certifi- 
cates, for  money  borrowed, 
ai>d  mode  of  assigning  them 
184.  Counterfeiting  certifi- 
cates, punishable  with  death 
185,191.  Provision  certifi* 
cates,  when  and  where  paya- 
ble  234.  Forging  or  counter- 
feiting, how  punishable  236. 
Further  time  to  enter  war^ 
rants,  on  pre-«mptioB  certifi- 
cates, with  the  surveyor  239. 
Further  time  to  return  pre* 

*  emption  certificates,  and  pro* 
viding  in  case  of  their  lost 
239.  Certificates  receivable 
in  taxes  350.    Militia  certifi^ 
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cates  receivable  in  taxes  410. 

^  Death  to  c0«mcrfeitthein410. 
Jjoao  office  certificateSy  for 
paper  money  called  in,  to  be 
given  by  treasurer,  at  the  rate 
of  one  for  a  thousand  466. 
When  redeemable  456..  In- 
terest payable  annually  466. 
Paynrents  on  certificates  to 
be  endorsed  457.  Transferra- 
ble  by  assignment  only  457. 
Certificates  to  be  given  to  of- 
ficers and  soldiers,  on  settle- 
meitt  of  their  accounts  462. 
fteccivable  on  sales  of  fiw- 
feited  estates  464.  Money  a- 
rising  from  such  sales  reser- 
ved for  their  redemption  464. 
So,  of  tobaccoes  arising  from 
sales   of  confiscated    estates 

'   .  467. 

CHAINCARRIEKS. 

EfiSect  of  party's  failing  to  at- 
tend  surveyor,    with  cbain- 
'  carriers  and  marker    56. — 
-Chain-carriers  to  be  sworn 
57. 

CHANCERY. 

High  court  of  chancery,  when 
to  sit  at  Richmond  89. 
CHAPLAINS. 

Land  bounty  to  chaplains,  sur- 
"     geons  and   surgeons'   mates 
14L 

CHESAPEAKE. 

Lands  on  bay  of  Chesapeake 
not  to  be  granted  227. 
CHILDREN. 

Provision  for  widows,  wives  U 
children  of  British  subjects 
out  of  their  estate^  escheated 

71. 

CHURCH. 

Salaries  of  ministers  of  church 
of  England,  farther  suspend- 


ed 111.  AD  ac^  pMnrUkig 
salaries  for  ministers  repeal- 
ed 197.  Vestry  authorised  to 
levy  and  make  assessments 
for  salaries  in  arrear^  for-com- 
plying  with  legal  engage- 
ments, and  pro\  iding  for  pa- 
rish poor  198. 
CHURCHWARDENS. 

Overseers  of  the  poor  to  succeed 
to  powers  and  duties  of  ves- 
tries and  churchwardens  2B9. 
CITATION. 

In  court  of  admiralty,  raies4:oii- 
ceming  100. 

CITIZENS. 

Who  shall  be  deemed  cidieas  of 
this<:ommonwealth  129.  Ci- 
tizenship, how  acquired  139. 
Who  deemed  aUens  129.  Ex- 
patriation right  of,  hov^  exer- 
cised 129.  Free  white  inha- 
bitants X)f  oth^r  of  the  United. 
States,  entitled  to  privileges 
of  citizens  of  this  stale  130. 
Fugitives  from  justice,  in  o- 
ther  states,  how  apprehended 
and  delivered  up  130.  For- 
feiture of  property,  by  at- 
tainder in  other  states,  •a^ectt 
property  in  this  130. 
CLARKE,  G£0.'J{OGERS 

Land  bounty  to  voluf^teers^  un- 
der colonel  George  R<>gers 
Clarke  26.  Regiment^  under 
his  command  to  be  completed 
for  defence  of  western  ftlipi- 
tiers  389;  .     . 

CLERGY.  ^ 

Salaries  of  clergy  of  diiii^b  of 
JE^igland  further  /sitqy^ided 
111.  All  acts  provifU%for 
salaries  for  mioistera  tqieml- 
ed  197.  Ve&tri«5  .aottiarised 
to  levy  for  salarijeatiaAliaear, 
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'ittrtSBnptjHug  with  legal  en- 
gagements) an^  prov'tdtiigfor 
polish  pour  198. 
CLERKS. 

Of  court  of  appeals,  how  ap- 
pointed and  tenure  of  oflSce 
91.  Dutj  of  clerks  as  to  re- 
cords, bonds,  &c.  and  doek- 
etting  causes  91.  Salaries  of 
clerks  in  auditors'  office  *  en- 
creased  107.  Fees  of  clerk  of 
jjeiieral  court  127.  Allowance 
to  clerk  of  general  court  for 
Ya?  i»//!cia  services  378.  Salary 
of  clerks  io  public  o^^es,  in 
specie  493.  Their  duty  in  re- 

t  lation  to  lists  of  lands  &  tax- 
able property  503,505. 
CLOTHIER  GENERAL. 

Appointed,    on  discontinuance 
-  of  public  store  374.  His  duty 
to  report  to  war  office  427. 
CLOTHING. 

*  Clothing  for, the  array,  to  be 
furnished  by  certain  counties, 
and  ofwhat  to  consist  338. — 
Mode  of  furnishing  the  cloth- 
ing for  the  army,  in  each 
county  339.  Further  time  al- 
•  lowed  393.  •  Officers  to  sup- 
ply themselves  with  clothing 
374.      Act  for  more  effectual 

'  and  speedy  clothing  the  army 
376.       Clothing  for  seamen, 

.'  how  provided  381. 
COFFEE. 

Duty  on  coffee  inported  511. 
COLE,  WALTER  KING 

Act  concerning  escheats  &  for- 
feitures from  British  subjects 

"^  suspended,  as  to  lands  in 
Hienry  and  Amherst,  convey- 
ed by  John  Harmer  to  Wal- 
ter Ring  Golei  and  George 

'    H^ansier  300.  • 


COLLECTORS. 

Congress  authorised  to  impose 
a  duty  on  ^oods  and  prises, 
and  to  appoint  collectors  409. 
Collectors  of  duties,  to  be  re- 
ported to^  by  masters  of  ves- 
sels 511.  Their  powers  513. 
Penalty  for  receiving  a  bribe, 
or  conniving  at  a  false  entry 
513u  When  and  how  they 
may  break  open  houses  514.- 
Their  allowance  516.  When 
to  account  and  pay  516. 
COLLINS,  HENRY 

Lands  of,  in  Kentucky  county, 
escheated  to  commonwealch, 
vested  in  trustees  for  a  public 
school  288. 

COMMERCE. 

Act  for  protection  and  encou- 
ragement of  the  commerce 
of  nations  acknowledging 
the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  202.  Consuls  from 
such  states  as  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  America, 
how  received  202.  Deemed 
sut)jects  or  citizens  of  the 
state  by  whom  appointed  202. 
Guilty  of  crimes  against  this 
state,  remanded  to  their  sove- 
reign for  punishment  903. — 
Their  powers  202.  In  execu- 
tion .thereof,  how  to  be  aided 
203.  Seamen  deserting,  how 
apprehended  203.  Mode  of 
proceeding  in  suits  where  fo- 
reigners are  parties  203. 
COMMERCIAL  AGENT. 

Salary  of  commercial  agent  ra- 
ted in  tobacco  278.  Value  of 
tobacco,  in  money,  estimated 
by  grand  jury  278.  Com- 
mercial agent  appointed,  .on 

.  th»  aboliiiOQ  oftheboacdof 
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tri^  292.  HUdutytore^rt  j 

*  to  war  office  427.    SaUry  of 

*  commercial  agent,  in  specie 
498. 

COMMISSARIES. 
or  specific  tax,  their  appoint- 
ment and  duly  79.  Their  al- 
lowances and  liabilities  BO. 
Oath  cX  commidsaries  a&  to 
application  of  public  money 
confided  to  them  256.  Gover- 
nor and  council  may  discon- 
tinue state  commissaries,  and 
transfer  powers  to  continental 

*  staff  415.  State  commissa- 
ries, kc.  not  absolutely .  ne- 
cessary may  be  discharged  by 
executive  449.  Surplus  stores 
transferred  to  similar  conti- 
nental officers  450. 

COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

His  duty  to  report  to  tlie  war 
office  427. 

conmissaey  of  militart 
Stores. 

His  duty  to  report  to  war  office 
427. 
CoMMissioxER  or  \Va\i. 

Commissioner  of  the  war  office 
appointed,  on  repeal  ol'  tlie 
act  establishing  a  board  of 
war  29i.  Powers  and  duties 
of  commissioner  of  war  more 
accurately  defined  426.  Com* 
ipissioner  of  war  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  adjutant  f^ene- 
ral's  depar.lroertt  42a  Mili- 
tary commissions  to  issue  from 
war  office  428.  Salary  of 
commissioner  of  war  428. 
Quarter  master  general,  com- 
missary general,  state  clothi- 
er,  commercial  agent,  and 
commissary  of  military  stores 
to  report  .to  commtssiover  of 


war  427.  Salary  of  c^mnlb- 
sioiier  of  war,  in  specie  493. 
COMMISSIONERS. 
Of'taoc,  furllier  dutief^^  10. 
Their  oath  10.     -  AH«watice 
encreased  14.  Cornmissioners 
for  at^fisiing  and  determining 
claim$  to  lands  on  ike  v^estern 
waters ^  how  appointed^  their 
oath,  duty,  power,  and  modes 
and  rules  of  proceeding  42- 
47.      Commissioners  for  sale 
of  escheated  lands,  their  du^ 
ty,  «noWance,  ami  liabilities 
68jB9.  Commissioners  fyconh 
missaries  of  specific  tax,  their 
duty,  allowances  and  liabili- 
ties 80.  Duty  of  commission- 
ers of  tax  at>d  assessors,  in 
furnishing  lists  to  aheri&  J66. 
AHowance  to  comroissiuners 
and  assessors  167.  Powers  of 
commissioners   for  a^usting 
claims  to   unpatented   kind^ 
further   continued    178,236, 
403,  484.    Commissioners  of 
tax  shall  not  be  soreties  for 
sheriffs  200.  Ftrrilier  time  al- 
lowed to  the  western  commis- 
sioners 238.     Further  allow- 
ance to  them  and  thisir  offi- 
cers 238.     Comroissiotiers  of 
tax  and  ussesiors^io  meet  and 
class  the  lands  242.       Tlieir 
oath  on  that  occasion  242. 
General  oath  of  assessors  243. 
Rule  if  a  difference  of  opinion 
l)etween  them  243.     Duty  of 
commissioners  and  assessors 
246.  Allowances  to  cooimts- 
sioners  and  their  tJerk,  and 
to  assessors  247.      CJonmis- 
sioners  to  act  two  years  252. 
Assessors  to  be  annually  ap- 
pointed, b«»t  4:0  assesB:Qi)ce  hi 
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'  two  years  262.    Their  alJow- 
/ance252.  Penally  on,  for  ne- 
glect of  duty  252.     Commis- 

*  /loners  to  transmit  account  of 
settlement  with  sheriffs  to  au- 
ditors 247        Sheriffs  to  a,c* 

-  count  with  and  siiew  money 
collected  for  taxes  to  commis- 
sioner of  tax  once  a  month 

'  25B.  Duty  and  allowance  of 
commissioner  therein  256. — 
Salaries  of  commissioners  of 

•  the  navy  and  war  office,  rated 
in  tobacco  278.  Value  of  to- 
bacco, in  money,  estimated  by 
grand  jury  278.  Caveats  al- 
lowed to  judgments  of  com- 
misBioners  for  adjusting  titles 
to  lands  354.  Further  allow- 
ance  to  commissioners  and 

^  their  attendants  355.  Penalty 
on  commissioners  of  tax  for 
neglect  of  duty  cncreased  361.- 
Allowances  to  commissioners 
for  adjusting  titles  to  lands, 
and  their  attendants  encreas- 
ed  436,484.  Tax  on  litigauu 
encreased  436.  County  courts 
in  district  of  Kentucky  autho- 

'  rised  to  hear  and  determine 
land  claims,  left  unfinished  by 
the  commissioners  436.  Re- 
gister to  issue  grants  ther^n 
437.  State  commissioners, 
be.  not  absolutely  necessary 
may  be  discharged  by  execu- 
tive 449.  Surplus  stores  trans- 
ferred to  similar  continental 
officers  450.    Commissioners 

-  to  foe  appointed  by  the  execu- 
tive to  take  depositions,  in 
order  to  perpetuate  evidence 
of  records  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  454.  Commissioners 
to  receive  taxes^  payable  in 


commodities,  how  appointed 

490.  Penalty  on  commission- 
ers refusing  to  act  490.  Bonds 
to  be  taken  of  commissioners 

491.  Commissioners  td  make 
retorns  to  courts,  and  to  the 
executive  and  auditors  492. 
Commisstoners  of  taw,  how 
appointed  501.  Their  oath 
and  duty  50 1 .  Lands  &  lots 
to  be  valued  without  regard 

'to  buildings  502.  How  va- 
cancies in  commissioners  sup- 
plied -  502.  Commissioners 
doty  in  returning  lists  of  lands 
to  clerk  503.  Allowance  to 
commissioners  503.  Penalty 
for  neglect  503.  Two  sets  of 
commissioners  where  two 
battalions  in  a  county  504. 
COMMISSIONS. 

Sheriffs^   comYnissioits   for  col- 
lecting taxes  257,507. 
COMMODITIES. 

Tax,  payable  in  commodities 
79.  Places  of  deposit,  how 
fixed  79.  Commissaries  of 
tax,  their  appointment  and 
duty  79.  On  non-payment  of 
tax  in  commodities,  to  be  paid 
in  money  80.  Power  of  dis- 
tress 80.  Further  time  allow^ 
ed  to  pay  tax  in  certain  enu- 
merated commodities,  called 
the  specific  tax  292,357,435. 
Persons  liable  to  tax  in  cer- 
tain enumerated  commodities, 
who  have  had  their  grain  im- 
pressed for  the  nse  of  the  ar- 
my, entitled  to  a  discount  as 
to  so  much  404.  Penalty  on 
commissioners  and  receivers 
of  specific  tax  for  neglect  of 
duty  405.  Judgment  on  mo- 
tion without  notice  405.  How 
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judgment  rendered  405.  Da- 
mages 405.  Remedy  by  com- 
'iftissioners  against  receivers 
405.  Poll-tax  payable  in 
commodities  4^.  Tax  in  ba- 
con 490.  Commissioners  to 
receive  taxes,  how  appointed 

490.  Penalty  on  commission- 
ers refdsing  to  act  490.  Bonds 
to  be  taken  of  commissioners 

491.  Places  qf  deposit,  how 
-  notified  491.      Storage,  hcHv 

procured  491.  Commodities 
dischargeable  in  money,  at 
what  rales  491.  Distress, 
when  and  how  to  be  made 
491.  Commissioners  to  make 
return  to  court;  and  to  exe- 
cmive  and  auditors  492.  To 
obey  orders  bfexecutive  492. 
Power  of  sheriff  to  distrain 
.  and  his  liability  492.  What 
proportion  of  specie  tax,'  may 

'  be  paid  in  tobacco,  hemp  or 
flour  508.  Treasurer  to  deli- 
ver receipts  to  governor,  who, 
With  advice  of  council,  to  di- 
rect sale  of  commodities  509. 
COMMON. 

Lands  on  the  bay  of  Chesa- 
peake, the  sea  shore,  ot  shoi'es 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  hereto- 
fbre  held  as  common,  not  to 

'  be  granted  227. 

COMMONWEALTH. 

-Exetusive  right  of  common- 
wealth to  purchase  lands  of 
Indians  asserted  97.  Articles 
belonging  to,  or  to  United 
States,  ho^  recovered  from 
those  who  have  the  unlawful 
possession  218. 

COMPANIES. 

Agreements  between  companies, 
claimiug  lands  under  orders 


of  council,  and  j^urebsM^s  te* 
gulated  42. 

COMPOSITION. 

Composition  money,  for  laiM^, 

'  in  what  cases  to  be  paid  41. 

CONFEDERATION. 

Ratification  of  articles  of  con- 
federation, delayed  by  Mary- 
land, on  the  gronnd  that  the 
western  territories  annexed  to 
states,  ought  to  become  the 
property  of  theUniled  Stai^ 
547,548.  Papers  reta^n^  to 
that  subject  547,561.  When 
the  articles-  of  confederation 
were  ratified  by  Maryland 
548. 

CONGRESS. 

Members  of  congress,  when  it 
how  elected  74.  Four^flways 
to  atlend  74.  Times  of  at- 
tendance 74.  How  long  eli- 
gible 74.'  How  removable75. 
Wages  75.  Office  under  state 
not  vacated  by  appointment 
to  congress  75.  Delegates  to 
congress  restricted  from  en- 
gaging in  trade  113.  ^heir 
oath  to  that  efibct  113.  What 
number  of  members  of  coa*- 
gress  may  represent  the  state 
163.  Allowances  tiir  them- 
selves and  families  163.  Their 
accounts,  liow  rendered  af  d 
paid  163.  Delegates  to  con- 
gress disabled  from  holding 
any  office,  judiciary  or  exe- 
cutive 164.  Congress^adtho- 
rised  to  impose  a  duty  oit 
goods  and  prizes  409.  And 
to  appoint  collectors  409.— 
Appropriation  of  duties  410. 
Limitation  410.  The  hist  act 
suspended  until  the  other  stales 
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liave  passed  similar  laws  451. 
Address  of  general  assembly 
of  Virginia  lo  congress  on  the 
alarlnijig  situation  of  the  $ou- 
them  states  as  it  respects  the 
operatioos  of  the  enemy  539. 
Instructions  .to  delegates  in 
x:ottgre8s,  on  the  subject  of 
having  Uie  yeas  and  nays  pt|b- 
llshed  545. 
.  .      CONSPIRACY. 
Wm.  Caraph«U,  Waher  Crock- 
.  ett  atid4>thers  indemnified  for 
suppressing  a  conspiracy  and 
insurrection  195.  . 
CONSULS. 
Consuls  from  such  states  as  ac- 
knowledge the  independence 
of  America,    how   received^ 
deemed  su!  jects  or  citizens  of 
the  state  by  *whom  appointed, 
guilty  of  crimes  against  this 
state,  shall  be  remanded  to 
their  t>wn  sovereigns  for.  pun- 
ishment 202.    Their  powers 
.    202.     tn  execution   thereof, 
how  to  bue  aideJ  20d.  Seamen 
deserting,  how  apprehended 
.  203.    Mode  of  proceeding  in 
~  si|its    where   /oreigoers    are 
parties,203. 

CoJMTlN)£NTAI.  £sTA3LlSBtf  ENT 

See  Armjf. 

Officers  of  Virginia,  line,    on 
*  continental  establishment, em- 
poweredao  re-enlist  their  men 
,  214.     Recruits  or  drafts  for 
,  continental  army  257 — 262. 
Continental   officers    of  this 
stale  reduced  3:3.  Pay  of  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  made  equal 
to  specie  462,       Scale  ofdc- 
,  preciation  464.  Further  tract 
.  ^  of  territory  allotted  for  465. 
.i^hen  and  how  their  lands 


sitrvi^yed  466.  Vii:giiHa  Une 
on  continental  establishment, 
to 'be  recruited  for  jiwo  years 
or  the  war  499.  Soldiers  thus 
enlisting  entitled  to  same 
bounty  and  immunities  as-o- 
ther  continentals  499. 
CONTRACTS. 

Contracts  to  pay  money, '&g. 
won  by.  gaming  void  205. — 
Contracts  and  debts,  in  pa« 
per  money,  to  be  settled  by  a 
scale  of  depreciation  47-1. —  . 
Actual  payments,  full  or  par- 
tial, to  stand  for  oominsti  a- 
mount  472.  Scale  of  depre- 
ciation 472.  Courts  may  de- 
termine disputes  according  to 
equity  473.  Rules  for  settling 

*     intermediate  judgments  473. 
CONVEYANCES. 

Conveyances  to  secure  mc^iey, 
&c.  won  at  gaming  enure  to 
benefit  of  loser's  h^ir  205.—* 
Tan  o»  conveyances  281; 
COSTS. 

Security  for  costs,  when  requir- 
ed in  court  of  admiraltt^  101. 
COUNCIL. 

See  Privy  Council. 

What  surveys  for  lands,  4inder 
orders  of  council,    declared 
valid.  36,486.  What  orders  of 
council  declared  void  38.  A- 
greement's    between   compa- 
nies claiming  under  orders  of 
council,  and  purchases  regu- 
lated 42.      Claims  for  lands  ^ 
under  orders  of  council  to  be ' 
laid  before  court  of  appeals, 
and  there  decided  48.  Salary 
of  members  of  council  118, 
219.      How  grants  for  land, 
surveyed    under    ord^    oif 
cauQcil,  on  the  eastern  yvaters 
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may  be  obtaiued  170.    SiMa* 

•  rie«  of  members  of  comi^il, 

payable  in  tobacco  278.  Va- 

'    iucof  tobacco  estimated  by 
grand  Jury  278.       Orders  of 
council  for  land  on  the  east- 
ern waters  to  be  valid  486. 
COUNTERFEITING. 

Cbunterfeiling  or  forging  land 
warrants,  death  without  cler- 
.  gy  65.  So^  a&  to  certain  war- 
rai)ts,  treasury  notes,  &c.  93. 
Having  in  possession  instru- 
ments for  forging  or  counter- 
letting  94.  Proceedings,  a- 
gainst  offenders  95.  Persons 
;>a8pecte(l  of  having  forged  or 
couuterfi^ited  notes,  how  ap- 
prehended 96.  Rewards  for 
apprehending  96.  Forging 
or  counterfeiting  certtScates 
punishable  with  death    185, 

.  191,236.  Forging  or  coun- 
terfeiting paper  money  254, 
286,349,397,429.  Treasurer 
constituted  judge  of  counter- 
feit paper  money  271.  His 
power  to  deface  counterfeit 
bills  271.  When  lie  may  call 
to  his  assistance  tvvo  of  the 
auditors  272. 

COUNTIES. 

Part  of  the  county  of  Augusta 
.  added  to  Monongalia  114. — 
Kentucky  county  divided,  & 
Jefferson,  Fayetle,  and  Lin- 
coln formed  315.  Hounda- 
ries  315.  Court  days  315. — 
Another  partof  Augusta  ad- 
ded, to  Monongalia  351. — 
Brunswick  county  divided  & 
.  Greensville  formed  363. — 
Boundaries  363.  Court  days 
363^  Bedford  county  <)ivided 
sod  Campbell  formed  447. 


Boundaries  447.  Court  dg^yl 

447. 
COUNTY  COURTS. 

Penalty  on  county  courts  for  ne- 
glecting to  appoint  commis- 
sioners of  tax  361.  Act  4br 
the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
been  or  may  be  injured  by 
the  destruction  of  the  records 
of  county  courts  453.  Where 
deeds,  wills,  judgmeotSi  de* 
crees,  or  ofdera  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  cnemyi  attest- 
ed copies  to  be  again  record- 
ed 453.  How  lar  .evidence 
453.  Fees  of  clerks  454.  For 
perpetuating  testinony  exe- 
cutive to  appoint  commission- 
ers 454.  How  to  take  depo- 
sitions and  where  to  return 
them  454.  Power  to  appoint 
a  clerk  454.  County  courts 
to  receive  claims  for  property 
impressed  for  the  use  of  tbe 
army  468.  No  claim  for  pro- 
perty impressed,  to  be  allow- 
ed, until  passed  by  coun- 
ty court,  and  certified  to 
the  general  assembly  469. — 
Except  as  to  certain  provi- 
sion cerii6cates  469. 
COURTS. 

When  court  of  appeals,  blgb 
cotirt  of  chancery,  general 
court,  and  court  of  admirahy 
to  sit  at  Richmond  89.  Justi- 
ces of  Nansemond  authorised 
to  appoint  a  place  to  bold 
courLs  the  town  of  Suffolk 
having  been  burnt  by  tbe  ene- 
my 110.  Courts  and  juries 
ex  officio  to  take  notice  of  act 
of  limitation  on  store  accounts 
134.  Court  of  Spotsylvapia 
to  be  held  at  tbe  bou^  of 
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.  JM«)  li>94]aday  2iS.  Gover- 
nor and  council  authorised  to 
cousiituie  special  courts  for 
tj*tal  of  treasons,  &c.   in  cai»e 

^'Q£  invasion  or  insurrection 
387.  Mode  of  proceeding  387. 

*  Governor  and  coutuiil  may, 
by  proclamaiion,  change  fhe 

.  time  and  place. of  holding 
courts  407.  Judges  may  ad- 
journ if  they  think  they  can- 
not sit  with  safety  406.  Court 

.  of,  admiralty    may   sit   any 

.  vvhene    on  proper ^,occasions 

.  406.  Courts  held  under  pro- 
clamation not  one  of  the  two 

'  for  trial  or  discharge  of  crim- 
inals 408.  No  discoptinunnce 
rf  courts   not  held   in   usaal 

'  terms  408.  Special  courts 
may  be  constituted  by  gover- 
nor  and  council,    with  same 

.  -pUA^xirs,   as  to  criminal  mat- 

.  ters,  as  general  court  415, 
460.  Courts  suspended,  ex- 
cept iri  particular  cases  422. 
Suspension  removed  455. — 
Terms  of  superior  courts  al- 
tered 455.  Justices  of  James 
city  authorised  to  hold  tlieir 
courts  any  where  in  the  coun- 
ty,  during   the  prevalence  of 

.  U)c  small-pox   in    Williams^ 
burg  457. 
OOURTS-MARTIAL. 

In  the  militia,  when  to  be  held 

;  8t3. 

CREDIT. 

Kictensive  credit  discouraged 
vby  repealing  act  of  1748,  pre- 
scribing method  of  proving 
book  debts  133.    Limitatipn 

-  of  actions  on  store  accounts 
1 33.  Delivery  of  articles  to 
be  dated  133.  Penalty  for 
YoT.  X.  A  4 


p0^t-d«tiitg  1^3;  When  Kmi- 
station  to  commence  134.-— 
Courts  and  juried  bound  60} 
offimo  to  take  notice  of  this 
act  134. 

CRPEKS, 

Lauds  on  shores  of  creeks  not 
to  be  granted  227. 
CRIER. 

To  court  of  nppeaU,  how.ap*^ 
pointed  and  tenure  of  ofijce 
91. 

CRIMES. 

Crimes  injurious  to  the  inde* 
pendence  of  America,  but  less 
than  treason,  defined  and  pun- 
ished 268.  Asserting  that  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  de- 
pendent ofl  the  crown  or  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  268. 
Or,  acknowledging  the  king 
to  be  sovereign,  or  himself  a 
subject  269.  Or,  \vho  shall 
discourage  cnlistrocnis,  or  the 
military  service,  or  advise  to 
submit  to  the  enemy  269* — 
Or,  who  shall  wishliealth  or 
success  to  the  king  269-.  Ju- 
risdiction of  offence  269, — 
Charge  to  grand  jury  270. — 
When  security  may  be  re- 
quired 270.  Sentence  to  be 
published  270.  Limitation  of 
prosecution  270.  Power  of 
justices  270.  . 
CROCKETT,  WALTER 

Wm*  Campbell,  Walter  Crock- 
ett and  others  indemnified  for 
suppressing  a  conspiracy  and 
insurrection  195. 
CUMBERLAND. 

Commissioners  appointed  for 
marking  and  opening  a  road 
over  the  Cumberland  monn- 
taiAs  to  Kentucky  1.43.  Geard 
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fer  proteclioi)  against  Indhuu, 
bow  procured  144. 
DAMAGES. 
Damages  against  sheriffs  on  mo- 
tion 201,508. 

DATE. 
Pate  of  delivery   of  articles  to 
be 'stated  in  store  acconnts 
.  133.   Penally  for  post-dating 
133. 

DEBTS. 
Debts  and  contracts,  in    paper 
money,   to  be  settled    by   a 
scale  of  depreciation  471. — 
Actual  payments,  full  or  paf*- 
tial,  to  stand  for  nominal  a- 
mount  472.     Scale  of  depre- 
'  eiation  472.    Courts  may  de- 
'   termine  disputes  according  to 
equity  473.  Rule  for  settling 
intermediate  judgments  473. 
^  DECREES. 

Decrees  destroyed,  by  die  ene- 
my, in  office  of  county  courts, 
attested  copies  to  be  evidence 
'  "453.  How  far  evidence  453. 

DEEDS. 
De^ds  destroyed,  by  tl»e  enemy, 
"  in  office  of  county  courts,  at- 
tested copies  to  be  agarn  re- 
corded 453.       How  far  evi- 
dence 453 

DEFENCE, 
in  court  oi  admiralty,  how  made 
100. 
DELONY,  HENRY 
Ned    a   slave   the   property   of 
Henry  Delony,  emancipated 
372. 

DEPOSITIONS. 
In  couft  of  admiralty,   how  ta- 
ken and  when  read  100.  De- 
positions to  be  taken  by  com- 
missioners to  perpetuate  tes- 


timony of  records  ^ei»v6^f^ 
by  the  enemy  454. 
DEPRECIATION. 
Scale  of  depreciation  forsetiliog 
accounts  of  officers  a»d  sol- 
dia-s  464,465.  Debts. aod 
contracts,  in  paper  money, 
to  be  settled  by  a  scale  of  de- 
preciatioa  47 1 .  Aetiial  pay- 
ments, full  or  partial,  to  stand 
for  nominal  amouttt  472. — 
Scale  of  depreciation  for  set- 
tling debts  and  contracts  .472. 
Courts  may  determifie  dis* 
pntes  according  to  equity  473. 
Rule  for  settling  intermediate 
judgments  473. 

DEPUTY. 
High  sheriff^s  remedy  against 
deputy  for  taxes  and  damages 
255.  Provided  judgment  had 
been  obtained  against  the  high 
sheriff  for  the  damages  265. 
Oath  to  be  taken  as  to  taxes 
255.     Deputy  sur\cyor  hoir 
appointed  353.      Deputy  re** 
gister  of  land  office,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  principal,  to 
reside  in  the  Kentucky  coun* 
try  445.  His  duties  445. 
DESERTERS. 
Deserters,    from    roi/iitay    how 
punishable 225.  A  division  or 
draft   producing  a  deserter, 
relieved  from  service  261. — 
Deserters   how  appreheiuled 
and  dealt  with  263.  Penalty 
for  failing  to  apprehend  d«« 
serter263.   Duty  and  liaKlil 
ty  of  commanders  of  vessels 
in  relation  to  deserters  364. 
Duly  of  naval  officers  264. — 
Lists  of  deserters  to  be  trans- 
milted  to  war  office  26i«  Par- 
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i^rocktlimd  to  deserters 
who  return  to iluir  duty  2iij5. 
Punishment  of  those  who  ne- 
glect the  tiflered  paidon  266. 
Penality  for  employing  or 
concealing  a  deserter  266. — 
Commencement  of  this  act 
266.  Deserters  from  the  ar- 
liaies  of  our  atlies,  Imw  appre- 
hended 267.  Deserters  how 
apprehended  and  dealt  with 
314.  Desertions  how  guarded 
against  335.  Additional  pen- 
alties for  concealing  deserters 
336.  Penalty  nn  militia  de- 
serting 418.  Further  enrou- 
.  ragement  to  apprehend  deser- 
ters 420. 

DIRECTORS. 
Of  public  buildings,   how  ap- 
pointed 86.  To  make  returns 
•  to  clerk's  office  of  Henrico 
*   88.       To  provide  temporary 

buildings  88. 
DISAFFECTED  PERSONS 
Governor  and  council  authoris- 
ed to  confine  or  remove  dis-  ) 
affected  persons,  or  thojfe  sus- 
'  pected  of  attachment  to  the 
enemy  310.  Further  proceed- 
ings against  disaflfected  per- 
^  sons  414.  Denied  bail,  main- 
prize,  or  hahMt  corpus  414. 
*    May  be  banished  414.  Felo- 
ny,' without  clergy  to  return 
414. 

DlSCO?fTINUANCE. 
No  discontinuance  of  courts  not 
held  in  usual  terms  408.    No 
discontinuance     of    general 
court,  or  its  proceedings,   in 
consequence  of  a  failure  to 
hold  a  term  421. 
DISMAL  SWAMP. 
How  title  tOy  under  order  of 


council,  to  be  perfected  3& 
DISSENTERS. 
Marriages  celebrated  by  dis- 
senting ministers  confirmed 
361.  County  courts  may  li- 
cence dissenting  ministers,  to 
marry,  not  exceeding  four  of 
one  sect  363. 

DISTILLATION. 
Act.  prohibiting  distillation  of 
spirits  from  corn,  wheat,  rye, 
and  other  grain  repealed  1I2e» 
DISTRESS. 
For  taxes,  how  and  when  made 
13,  245,  506.    Surplus,  how 
disposed  Qf  14.      Serjeant  of 
Williamsburg,  the  same  pow« 
-  er  to  distrain  for  militia  fines 
as  sheriffs  85.       Distress  for 
taxes,  payable  in  commodi- 
ties, when  &  how  made  4^1  ^ 
492.     When  taxes  distrained 
for  506.  When  and  how  sher- 
ifi* to  advertise  and   sell  507. 
Directions  in  case  of  lands 
distrained  507.     Penalty  for 
unreasonable  distress  507. — 
Lands  not  to  be  sold,  if  ifa^ 
will  not  bring  three  fourths 
their  value  510. 

DRAFTS. 
One  25th  man  of  the  militia,  to 
be  drafted  for  16  months  82. 
Drafts  under  former  laws  lo 
be  completed  214-  One  1 5th 
of  the  militia  to  be  furnished 
for  the  continental  array  258^ 
Militia  to  be  laid  ofl*  in  divi- 
sions and  each  division  to  re- 
cruit  a  man  258.  •  If  not  re- 
cruited in  30  days  to  be  drnft** 
ed  259.  T^rm  of  service  259. 
Substitutes  admitted  259. — 
Bounty  ^0.  A  division  or 
draft  prodttciD^  a  deserter, 
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i^lieved  from  service  261. — 
Quakers  or  tnenonists  di^aft- 
ed,  exempted  from  personal 
service,  but  a  substitute  to  be 
provided  at  the  expense  of  ilie 
society  26 1 ,334.  Person  en- 
listing a  soldier  for  the  war 
exempte<l  from  all  oilier  drafts 
or  militia  duty  337.  Persons 
Opposincc  the  laws  for  calling 
out  military  force,  declared 
civilly  dead  414.  New  draft 
of  militia,  when  421. 
DRYbDALE. 

Parish  oi  Drysdirle  in  Caroline 
and  K.WX  and  i^oeen  coun- 
ties divided,  and  St.  Asaph 
formed  209  Konndaries  209. 
Glebe  of  Dry>dah?  parish  to 
be  sold,  and  money  divided 
between  parishes  of  Drysdale 
and  St.  Asaph,  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  two  church- 
es 210.  S(rmurh  of  this  last 
act  as  directs  a  valuation  of 
the  chwrches  repealed  213. 
DUMFRIES. 

C^tain  lots   of  William  Gray- 
son   severed   from   the  town 
of  Dumfries  102. 
DUNN,  LEWIS 

His  mulatto  girl  Pegg,  emanci- 
pated 21 1." 

DUTIES. 

Duties  on  liquors  foreign  and 
domestic  168,  Duty  on  goods 
imported  169.  Mode  of  col- 
lection 169.  Duty  on  goods 
brought  into  this  state  for 
sale  170.  Duty  on  stock  in 
trade  of  retailers  of  goods  1 70. 
Provision  where  retailers  are 

*  about  to  remove  170.  Penal- 

•  ty  for  removing  without  giv- 
ing notice  171.       Penalties, 


how  recoverable  171*.  Tax 
^  or  duty  on  liquors  imported 
2^3.  Regulations  (or  collfH:l- 
ing  283.  Duties  on  goods 
imported  to  support  l4ie  navy 
382.  How  collected  383.— 
Encouragement  to  masters  o( 
vessels  to  make  a  true  entry 
384.  Congress  authorised  to 
impose  a  duly  on  goods  and 
prizes  409.  And  to  appoint 
col  lectors  409.  Appropriation 
of  duties  410.  The  last  act 
suspended  until  the  other 
slates  have  passed  sitnilar 
laivs  451.  Naval  T)flicrrs  to 
n^ceive  the  duties  in  their  dis- 
tricts 500.  Goods  imported 
by  land  to  he  entered  with 
the  sheriffs  500.  JSf'ew  revenue 
Igw,  imposing  ta^^es  and  du- 
ties 501.  Duty  on  vessek  511. 
On  spirits  and  wine  import- 
ed 511.  On  sugar  and  cofiee 

511.  On  all  other  goods  itfi- 
ported  511.  M asters  of  ves- 
sels, importing  goods,  when 
and  how  to  report  511.  Du- 
tiable goods  not  to  be  landed 
before  entry  512.  Nor  tiJ/du- 
ty  paid  or  bonded,  and  "per- 
rait  ohtairied;  goods  landed 
otherwise  to  be  forfeited  512. 
Same  regulations  as  to  goods 
imported  by  land  512.  Bow 
casks  of  liquors  to  be  entered 

512.  Penalty  for  making  a 
false  entry  513.  If  jjuty  not 
paid  or  bonded  in  ten  days, 
after  entry,  collector  may  en- 
ter the  vessel,  and  seiie  the 
goods,  and,  in  two  days,  seH 
as  much  as  will  pay  the  doty 
and  charges  513.  Penalty  on 
collector  receiving  a  bribe,  or 
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conniving  at  a  false  entry 
513.  And  on  person  offering 
a  bribe  514.  Collector  by 
warrant  from  a  justice,  ac- 
companied by  a  constable, 
may  break  open  any  bouse  in 
tbe  day  time,  to  search  for 
goods,'  for  wlirch  the  duty  is 
not  paid  or  secured  514.  In 
suits  and  seixtires,  tbe  proof 
•  shall  lie  on  tlie  rlaimer  of  the 
goods  514.  M  i>ter  may  de- 
taui  goods  consigned  till  du- 
ty paid,  or  security  given  514. 
Directions  in  case  of  trans- 
portation of  good*^  imported, 
to  another  district  5 1 5.  Pre- 
mium for  paying  duties  in 
imported  money  515,  Pro- 
ceedings on  bonds  for   duties 

515.  Allowance  to  collectors 

516.  Who  are  to  accoiuit  & 
pav  half  yearly  516. 

EASTERN  FRONTIER. 
Militia  of  certain  counties  called 
oat  for  defence  of  eastern  fron- 
tier 296:  Navy  to  be  equip- 
ped and  manned  297:  Boun- 
ty in  lands,  &c.  298:  Marines 
to  be  enlisted  298:  Pay  and 
emoluments  298:  Field  offi- 
cers to  command  militia,  on 
eastern  frontier,  how  appoint- 
ed 313:  Act  for  defence  of 
eastern  frontier  379:  Naval 
force  to  be  fitted  out  379:—- 
Impressment  of  seamen,  un- 
der certain  restrictions  380: 
Pay  of  seamen  380:  Officers 
and  seamen  entitled  to  whole 
of  any  prize  381:  Clothing  & 
necessaries,  how  provided 
381:  Pay  of  officers  and  staff 
381:   Duty  on  goods  import- 


ed to  support  the  niavy  382: 
How  collected  383:  Encoa- 
ragementto  masters  of  vessels 
to  make  a  true  report  384:— 
Regulations  of  congress  a- 
dopted  for  trial  of  offences 
384:  Allowance  to  pay-mas- 
ter 384:  Two  gallies  to  be 
built  of  the  same  construction 
as  those  at  Philadelphia  385: 
Courts  shall  bind  out  at  least 
half  their  male  orfJhans  to  the 
sea  385:  Hospital  foi'  seamen 
established  by  a  duty  on  sea- 
men 385:  Where  hospital  sit- 
uated 386: 
EASTERN  SHORE. 

Public  lands  on  eastern  shore, 
and  in  James  city,  &  capitol 
and  palace  in  Williamsburg 
to  be  sold,  in  the  event  that 
taxes  prove  unproductive  285: 
EASTERN  WATERS. 

How  grants  for  lands,  surveyed 
under  orders  of  council,  "on 
the  eastern  waters  may  be  ob- 
tained 179:  When  surveys 
shall  be  made  of  entries  on 
the  eastern  waters  486:  Or- 
ders of  council  for  lands  on 
the  eastern  waters  to  be  valid 
486: 

ELECTIONS. 

Elections  for  members  of  assem- 
bly may  be  held  at  any  platfe 
secure  from  the  enemy  412: 
ELIZABETH  CiTY. 

County  court  of  Eliiabeth  city 
annually  to  recon^mend  two 
inspectors  of  tobacco  275: — 
Their  duties  and  allowances 
275:  Justices  of  Elizabeth 
city  county  authorised  to  bold 
their  courts  out  of  Hampton, 
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while  the  court  house  there  is 
occupied  by  the  troops  of  our 
allies  as  a  hospital  495: 
EMANCIPATION. 
Kitt,  a  slave,  the  property  of 
Hinchia  Mabry,  emancipated 
for  his  meritorious  services, 
in  discovering  counterfeiters 
of  paper  money  1 15.  John 
Hope  alias  Barber  Caesar,  a 
slave  of  Susanna  Riddle,  Wm. 
Beck,  a  mulatto  belonging  to 
Thomas  Walker,  junior,  and 
a  mulatto  girl  Pegg,  the  pro- 
perly of  Lewis  Dunn,  eman- 
cipated 211:  Ned  and  Gate, 
elaves  of  Henry  Delony.  and 
Benjamin  Bilberry  tinanci- 
pated  372:  * 

EMBARGO. 
Act  empowering  governor  and 
council  to  la}'  an  embargo, 
further,  continued    105,  140, 
"  303,376,423:    Embargo  laid 
'on  salt    149:       Penalty   for 
breach  149:       In  what  cases 
exportation  of  sail  peJfmitled 
149:       Bond   to  compliance 
with  law  149:     Indemnifica- 
tion of  governor   and  others 
noting  under  a  rc-iolution  pro- 
hibiting  the   exportation    of 
^alt  150:       Act  empowering 
governor  and  council  to  lay 
embargoes  repealed  443: 
ENEMY. 
personal  property  of  those  join- 
ing the  enemy f  how  secured 
92:   WJien  disposed  of  by  es- 
chcator  93:       Governor  and 
council  authorised  to  coniSne 
or  remove  persons  disafl*ected ' 
to  the  independence  of  the  U- 
nited  States,   or  suspected  of 
attachment  to  the  enemy  310:,' 


In  case  of  invasion  or  itnur- 
rection  those  wlw  assist  ibe 
enemy,  fcc.  subject  to  martial 
law  310: 

EffGROSSING. 
Act  to  prevent  forestalling,  rc- 
grating,  engro^ing  h  public 
vendues     further     coniiiMied 
157,425: 

ENTRIES. 
For  land,  how  to  be  made  54: 
No  entry  admitted  withoat  a 
warrant,  except  for  settlement 
rights  54:  Certain  tracts  of 
country  excepted  from  entry 
or  location  54:  How -chief 
surveyor  may  locate  hisfowD 
lands  56:  Notice  of  survey 
56:  How  surveys  to  he  exe- 
cuted 56,57:  Dutiable  goods, 
when  and  how  entered  512: 
Not  to  be  landed  before  en- 
trj^;  nor  till  duty  paid  or 
bonded,  and  permit  obtained, 
goods  landed  otherwise,  for- 
ifeited  512: 

ERROR. 
Writs  of  error  to  court  of  ap- 
peals, how  prosecuted  91: 
ESCHEAT0R9. 
Duty  and  allowance  to  escheat- 
ors.   in   conducting  sales   of 
British  property  68:  Sherifis 
in  northern  neck,  to  perform 
duties  of  escheators69:  When 
escheators  to  dispose  of  per- 
sonal   property    of   persons 
joining  the  enemy  93:       Es- 
cheators^ except  in  northern 
neck,  how  appointed    115: — 
How  to  lake  inquests  116: — 
Traverse,  moHstrans  de  droits 

f petition  of  right  116:      Ho«r 
ong  lands  to  remain  in  hands 
of  escheators  before  grauted 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


£ 


1MM5X 


•07 


IM:  D«ty  of  clerk  of  gene- 
ral court  to  certify  lo  eschea- 
tor  116:  Escheated  hinds, 
when  sold  116:  Particular 
interests  in  lands  escheated, 

.  how  secured  117:  Remedy  in 
case  of  inconsistent  or  untrue 
inquests  117: 

ESCHEATS. 

British  property  vested  in  tlie 
commonwealth  hy  escheat  &l 
forfeiture  67:  Proceedings, 
hoiv  instituted  67:  Ofiicefound 
for  commonwealth  vests  the 
properly  absolutely  67:  But 
right  to  money  proceeding 
from  sale  of  property  may  be 
afterwards  asserted  67:  Com- 
missioners of  sale  68:  Sales 
how  conducted  68:  Allow- 
ance to  escheators  68:  Grants 
Jbr  escheated  lands,  how  ob- 
tained 68:  Proceedings  a- 
gaihst  escheators  for  delin- 
quency 66:  Allowance  to 
comtiiissioners  69:  Nett  pro- 
ceeds to  be  extended  in  to- 
bacco, how  estimated  69: — 
Duty  of  escheators  to  be  per- 
formed in  northern  neck,  by 
sherifis  69:  'British  subjects 
described  69:  Property,  in 
particular  instances,  except- 
ed out  of  this  act  70:  Provi- 
sion f©r  widows,  wives,  and 
children  71:  Personal  pro- 
perty of  persons  joining  the 
enemy,    how  secured   92: — 

.  When  disposed  of  by  escheat- 
or  93:  Mode  and  rules  of 
proceeding  on  traverse  of  of- 
fice and  mo7istran3  de  droit 
153;  All  bona  fide  sales  by 
Bruish  subjects  valid;  collu- 
sive sales  declared  void,  how 


to  be  detected  154:  *  liyanc- 
tions  to  inquisitions  of  escheat, 
how  and  for  what  causes  ob« 
tained  155:  Who  are  except- 
ed out  of  the  former  act,  and 
how  relievable  156:  Titles  to 
estates  found  to  have  been  es- 
cheated or  forfeited,  to  which 
a  claim  either  had  not  been 
made,  or  had  been  discussed 
for  the  coromonwoahh,  con- 
lirnied  to  the  purchasers;  sav- 
ing the  rights  of  all  persons 
to  the  purchase  money  201: 
Certain  escheated  lands,  in 
Kentucky  county,  vested  in 
trustees  for  a^  public  school 
288:  Act  concerniog  escheats 
and  forfeitures  from  British 
subjects  suspended,  as  to 
lands,  in  Henry  and  Amherst, 
conveyed  by  John  Harmer  to 
Walter  King  Cole  &i  George 
.  Harmer  "300:  Slaves  restored 
to  George  Harmer  371:  Es- 
tate of  Robert  Baine,  sold  as 
escheated  property,  restored 
to  him  452: 

EVIDENCE. 

Copies  certified  by  register  of 
land  office,  as  good  evidence 
as  originals  51:  How  far  at- 
tested copies  of  deeds,  wills, 
judgments;  decrees,  or  orders 
of  court  recorded,  wljere  the 
originals  have  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  enemy,  are  evidence 
453:  Copies  of  sheriffs' bonds 
evidence  on  motion  506: 
EXECUTIONS. 

Executions  suspended,  cKcept 
for  debts  due  the  common- 
wealth 472:  Except  also  for 
rents,  and  hire  of  slaves  or 
servants  472: 
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EXECUTIVE. 

House  for  exfi  utivii  boards,  to 
be  erected  ai  seat  of  govern- 
inent,  in  Jlichmond  86:  Act 
empowering  execuTne  to  lay 
embargo,  furiher  continued 
105:  yVcts  giving  fiirlber  paw- 
ers  to  governor  and  cchuu  il 
fiirtlier  cor.iinued  106:  Act 
empowering  governor  and 
council  to  superintend  and  re- 
gulate the  public  Jail  further 
continued  100:  Act  to  enable 
the  governor  and  con  mi  l  to 

*-  siipply  the  armies  and  navies 
of  the  Unitetl  States,  and  their 
ftlUes,   wiilr  grain  aiul  flour, 

.  .further  continued  107,142: — 
Acts  giving  fmniier  powers  to 
governor  and  council  ftirlher 
continued  141:  Executive 
vested  with  -extraordinary 
powers  309:  Power  to  cdll 
out  militia  and  appoint  ofli- 
cersof  experience  310:  To 
march  the  milhia  out  of  the 
state  31 0:  Governor  and  coun- 
cil authorised  t6  con6ne  or 
remove  disaifected  persons 
310:  In  case  of  .invasion  or 
fnsurrectioh,  those  who  assist 
the  enemy  subject  to  martial 
law  310:     Seiitenee  tK>t  to  be 

•  carried  into  execution,  niitil 
approved  by  governor  and 
council  31 1:  Articles  of  war 
to  be  i^ublislred  31 1 :  Powers 
of  governor  as  to  a  supply  of 
provisions  extended  312: — 
Volunteer  cavalry  called  into 

-  service  312:  Exedutive  au- 
thorised to  rxl  up  a  priming 
establislmieiit,  with  an  iable 
editor  firmly  attached  to  xho 
independence  of  die  United 


States  313:  Act  giving  flir- 
ther  powers  to  governor  a&d 
conned,  revi\ed  and  continu- 
ed 386:  Power  of  executive 
to  call  oui  military  force  to 
suppress  mutiny,  or  re'sisianct 
to  tlie  laws  for  recruiting  this 
states  quota  of  troops  for  the 
continental  army  387:  In  case 
of  invasion  or  insurrection^ 
executive  authorised  to  con- 
stitute special  courts  for  trial 
of  treasons,  &:c.  387:  Mhde 
of  proceeding  387:  Execu- 
tive may  by  proclamation 
change  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  courts  407:  Exten- 
sive powers  of  executive  to 
cairforth  the  forces  and  re- 
sources of  the  slate  41 3:  To 
impress  property  413:  To 
order  out  particular  officers 
414:  To  apprehend  disaffect- 
ed persons,  who  are  denied 
bail,  mainprize  or  habeas  cor^ 
pus  414:  To  send  such  per- 
sons within  the  enemy's  lines 
41:4:  To  banish  others  414: 
Felony  without  clergy  to  re- 
turn from  banishment  414: — 
Persons  oppofing,the  laws  fi>r 
calling  out  military  force,  de- 
clared'civilly  dead  414:  Spe- 
cial courts  may  be  constitu- 
ted by  governor  a«d  council* 
witli  same  powers  as  lo  crim- 
nal  matters  as  general  court 
415,460:  Governor  &  coun- 
cil n%ay  discontiflue  state 
quarter  masters  and  commis- 
saries, and  transfer  their  pow- 
ers to  continental  staff  415: 
Rules  in  imprefstnents  under 
this  act  416:  Exectiiive  au- 
thorised  lo  fix  the  valijftof 
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provisions  impressed  for  the 
use  of  ihe  army  437:  Act  em- 
powering executive  to  lay 
embargoes,  repealed  443: — 
Executive  authorised  to  fit 
out  a  naval  force  of  four  gal- 
'         lies  458: 

EXPATRIATION. 

Right  of,  how  exercised  129. 
FAMILIES. 

Provision  for  families  of  poor 
persons  of  the  militia  called 
into  service  225. 
FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Formed  from  Kentucky  315. — 
Boundaries  315.  Court  days 
315. 
Fayette,  Marquis  de  la 

Resolution  to  present  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  with  a  mar- 
ble bust  569.  Inscription  569. 
FEES. 

Of  inspectors  of  tobacco  76.  In- 
spection (eas  78.  Fees  of  sur- 
veyors 126,230.  Of  clerk  of 
.  general  court  127.  Of  regis- 
ter of  land  office  127,230. — 
Witnesses  attending  general 
court  127.  Or  inferior  courts, 
4)r  upon  surveys  127.  Wit- 
nesses allowance  231.  To- 
bacco fees,  how  payable  in 
money  232.  Fees  of  marshal 
of  admiralty  232.  Fees  of  in- 
spectors of  tobacco  rated  in 
tobacco  272.  Valuation  of 
tobacco  fees  by  grand  Jury 
repealed  489.  Tobacco  feps 
to  be  paid  in  money  at  12s. 
6d.  per  hundred  489.  Allow- 
ance to  sberids,  venire  men 
and  witnesses  attending  the 
general  court,  in  criminal  ca- 
ses 489.  Fees  of  inspectors  of 
flour  497. 
V©L.  X.  B  4 


FENCES. 

Penalty  for  making  a  fence  a* 
cross  a  road  369. 
FERRIES. 

New  ferries  established  over 
Roanoke,  Shanandoah,Black 
Water,  and  Pagan  creek  124. 
Rates  124.  Penalty  for  ex-» 
ceeding  legal  rates  125.  New 
ferries  over  the  Rappahan- 
xRk^h  and  Kentuckv  establish- 
ed 196.  Rates  196.  Privi- 
lege of  foot  passengers,  at 
BoU^'s  ferry,  at  Port  Royal 
abolished  197.  Ferry  over  the 
Poto^M^ck  at  Shepherd's 
town  (discontinued  197.  Bate's 
ferry  discontinued  365.— 
New  ferries  established,  and 
rales  of  ferriage  365.  Ferry 
from  Black's  to  Rockett'ses- 
tablishod  459.  Rates  459. — 
Penalty  for  exceeding  legal 
rates  459.  Lynch 's  ferry  dis- 
continued, and  another  esta- 
blished 459. 

FIDELITY. 

Form  of  oath  of  fidelity  22. — 
Oath  of  governor  22.  Of  pri- 
vy councillor  22.  Oath  of  any 
other  23.  Acts  inoposing.  tre- 
ble tax«s  on  those  refusing  to 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  re- 
pealed 194.  Such  taxes,  whea 
and  how  reimbursed  194. 
FINES. 

On  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe 
militia  83.  Serjeant  of  Wil- 
liamsburg the  same  power  to 
distrain  as  sheriffs  85.  Fines 
on  officers  and  privates,  or- 
dered to  relief  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, for  various  delinquen- 
cies 225.    For  delinquencies 
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in  recruiting  or  drafting  for 

»  the  continental  army  260. — 
Fines  onmilitia  encreased  421 
FLAX. 

Flax  receivable  in  taxes,  and  at 
what  rate  245. 

.FLEMING,  WILLIAM 

Resolution  indemnifying  col. 
William  Fleming  for  exercis- 
ing the  executive  functions  of 

'  government  while  he  was  the 
only  acting  member  of  coun- 
cil 667. 

FLOUR. 

Act  to  enable  governor  &  coun- 
cil to  supply  armies  and  na- 
vies of  United  States  with 
grain  and  flour  further  con- 
tinued 107,  142,  426.  Flour 
receivable  in  taxes,  and  at 
what  rate  245.  Act  for  in- 
spactioB  of  pork,  beef,  flour, 
'Sec.  revived  and  continued 
290.  Fees  altered  290.  Pen- 
'  iJties  altered  291.  Treasurer 
authorised  to  borrow  money, 
tobacco,  hemp  or  flour  481. 
Interest  at  6  per  cent  on  com- 
modities and  100  for  90  on 
tnoney  481.  Receipts  recei- 
vable in  taxes  482.  So  much 
of  act  of  May  1780,  ch.  23, 
OS  relates  to  the  inspection  of 
four  repealed  496,  [Cy'The 
act  here  referred  to  comprised 
the  inspection  of  pork,  beef, 
fiour,  tar,  pitch  &;  iurpeniine, 
under  which  title  the  regula- 

« :  tions  concerning  the  inspec- 
tion of  flour  had  always  been 
eml»raced.  Tiie  act  of  jNo- 
vembcr  1781,  hereinafter  re- 
ferred to,  was  the  flrst,  iif  our 
statute  book,  which  separated 
the  inspection  of  flour  from 


that  of  the  above  mentioned 
articles.]  Flour  before  ex- 
ported shall  be  inspected  497. 
Places  of  inspection  497. — 
Fee  for  inspection  497.  How 
barrels  to  be  made  497.  Con- 
tents 497.  Marks  when  in- 
spected 497.  Certiflcates  to 
be  granted  497.  Other  places 
of  inspection  497.  Inspsector^ 
to  be  appointed  497.  Their 
oath  497.  When  flour  may 
be  inspected  at  merchant  mills 
498.  Or  at  landings,  if  car- 
ried by  water  498.  Flour 
shipped,  uninspected,  forfeit- 
ed to  the  state  498.  How  to 
be  prosecuted  498.  Flour 
found  to  be  false  packed  for- 
feited to  the  poor  498.  If  re- 
fused for  want  of  good  casks 
may  be  repacked  in  such  498. 
Inspections  of  flour,  receiva- 
ble in  taxes,  where  estiablish- 
ed  509.  Directions  for  ap- 
pointing Inspectors  509.  At 
what  places  509. 
FLUVANNA. 

Glebe  of  parish  of.St.  Anne,  m 
Albemarle,  to  be  solj,  and 
money  divided  between  pa- 
rishes of  St.  Anne  and  Flu- 
vanna 112. 

FOREIGNERS. 

May  assign  warrants  b;  certifi- 
cates of  survey  for  lands .  60. 
Their  rights  as  to  land  war- 

,   rants  60.  Proceedings  Jn  suits 
where  foreigners  are  parties 
20B. 
FORESTALLING. 

Act  to  prevent  forestaUing^  re- 
grating,  engrossing  &i  public 
vendues  further  co&tiaued 
157,425. 
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FORFEITURES. 

See  Escheats, 

British  property  vested  in  the 
comninnweahh,  the  lands, 
slaves  and  other  real  estate 
bj  escheat,  the  personal  es- 
tate by  forfeiture  67.  Pro- 
ceedings how  instituted  67. 
Office  found  for  common- 
wealth vests  the  property  ab- 
solutely 67.  But  right  to  mo- 
ney proceeding  from  sale  of 
property  may  be  afterwards 
asserted  67.  Commissioners 
of  sale  68.  Sales  how  conr 
ducted  68.  Allowance  to  es- 
cheators  68.  Grants  for  es- 
cheated lands,  how  obtained 

68.  Proceedings  against  es- 
cheators  for  delinquency  68. 
Allowance  to  commissioners 

69.  Nett  proceeds  to  be  ex- 
tended in  tobacco,  how  esti- 
mated 69.  Dutyofescbeators 
to  be  performed  in  northern 
neck  by  sheriffs  69.  British 
subjects  described  69.  Pro- 
perty, in  particular  instances, 
excepted  out  of  this  act  70. 
Provision  for  widows,  wives 
b  children  71:  Mode  &l  rules 
of  proceeding  on  traverse  of 
office  and  monsirans  de  droit 
153:  Ail  bona  fide  sales  by 
British  subjects  valid;  collu- 
sive sales  declared  void,  how 
to  be  detected  154:  Injunc- 
tions to  inquisitions  of  escheat, 
kow  and  for  what  causes  ob- 
tained 155:  Who  are  except- 
ed out  of  the  former  act,  and 
how  relievable  156:  Titles  to 

.  estates  found  to  have  been  es- 
cheated or  forfeited)  to  which 
a  clains  either  hwl  not  been 


made,  or  had  been  discusifed 
for  the  commonwealth,  con- 
firmed to  the  purchasers;  sav^. 
ing  the  rights  of  alt  persons 
to  the  purchase  money  201: 
Act  concerning  escheats  and 
forfeitures  from  British  sub- 
jects suspended,  as  to  lands, 
in  Henry  and  Amherst,  con- 
veyed by  John  Harmer  to 
Walter  King  Cole  &£  George 
Harmer  300:  Money  atis- 
ing  from  sales  of  estate  of 
John  Meacom,  forfeited  and 
paid  into  the  treasury  on 
his  conviction  and  execur 
tion  for  the  murder  of  one 
of  his  own  slaves,  direct- 
ed to  be  repaid  to  his  widow 
and  children  350. 
FORGERY. 

Forging  or  counterfeiting  land 
warrants,  death  without  cler- 
gy 65.  So,  as  to  certain  war- 
rants, treasury  notes,  &c.  93. 
Having  in  possession  instru- 
ments for  forging  or  counter- 
feiting 94.  Proceedings  a- 
gainst  offenders  95.  Persons 
suspected  of  having  forged  or 
counterfeited  notes,  how  ap- 
prehended 96.  Rewards  for 
apprehending  96.  Forging 
or  counterfeiting  certi6cates 
punishable  with  death  185, 
191,236.  Forging  or  coun- 
terfeiting paper  money  254, 
286,349,397,429. 
FOX,  JOHN 

Certain  persons  authorised  to 
convey  to  John  Fok,  certain 
entailed  lands,  sold  by  trus- 
tees, as  the  estate  of  Sarah  the 
wife  of  John  Rootes  120. 


Digitized  bydOOQlC 


012 


I^'DEX, 


FRANCE. 

(!o-operatinn  from  land  and  na- 
val force  from  France  expect- 
ed 257.  Provision  for  re- 
cruiting the  continental  army, 
in  consequence  theret>f  257. 
Deserters  from  army  or  navy 
of  our  allies,  bow  apprehend- 
ed 267. 
FREDERICKSBURG. 

Town  of  Fredericksburg  incor- 
porated 439.  Officers,  how 
elected  439.  Designation  of 
officers  440.  Style  of  corpo- 
miion  440.  Corporate  pow- 
* ers  440.  Officers,  bow  quali- 
fied 440.  Limitation  of  office 
of  mayor  440.  Territorial 
limiUi  of  jurisdiction  440.  Ju- 
dicial and  ministerial  powers 
441.  Civil  jurisdiction  limit- 
ed 441.  Powers  of  corpora- 
'  tion  to  erect  public  buildings, 
to  pass  by-laws,  to  assess  tax- 
€S  441.  Market  days  441. — 
Penalties  for  refusiug  to  exe- 
cute ofiice  442.  Officers,  how 
removed  for  misconduct  442. 
Vacancies,  l>ow  supplied  442. 
Common  council,  how  con- 
vened 442.  Property  hereto- 
fore vested  in  trustees,  parti- 
cularly the  donation  of  Ar- 
chibald IVrPherson,  transfer- 
red to  the  corporation  442. 
FRONTIERS. 

Regiment  for  defence  of  western 
frontiers  215.  Act  for  putting 
eastern  frontier  in  a  posture 
of  defence  296.  Further  act 
for  defiance  of  eastern  fron« 
tiers  379.  Regiment  under 
col.  George  Rogers  Clarke 
to  be  completed  for  defence 
of  western  frontiers  389. 


FUGITIVES. 

From  justice  in  other  states,  hpw 
appreht'iided  in  this  and  de- 
livered up  130. 

GALLIES. 

Two  gal  lies  to  be  built,  ofihe 
same  construction  as  those  at 
Philadelphia, by  order  ofcon- 
gress  385. 

GAMING. 

Contracts  to  pay  money,  &c. 
won  by  gaming  void  20i. — 
Conveyances  to  secure  mooey, 
&r.  so  won,  enure  to  ch«  ben- 
efit of  the  kiserV  heir  205.— 
Penalries  on  those  who  .play 
at  games  or  wagers  205.  Pe- 
nalty oji  tavern  keepers.per- 
initling  gaming  at  their  bou- 
ses 206.  Power  of  justices  of 
the  pence  to  hin<(  gamesters 
to  their  behaviour  206.  .Lot- 
teries and  raffling  probibtied 
206.  Charge  to  grand  juries 
207. 
GENERAL  COURT. 

When  to  sit  at  Richmond  88.— . 
Salary  of  Judges  of  118.  Fees 
of  clerk  1 27.  Act  appointing 
place  for  holding  general 
court  further  continued  128. 
General  court  to  sic  at  Rich- 
mond 152.  To  h%ve  direc- 
tion of  public  jail,  and  make 
.  allowances  to  keeper  156. — 
Sheriff  of  Henrico  to  snminon 
a  grand  jury  forgeneralx»urt 
228,  Salary  of  judges  rated 
in  tobacco  277.  A  jury  to  es- 
timate the  value  of  the  tobac- 
co in  money  277.  Allowance 
to  clerk  of  general  court  for 
ex  officio  services  378.,  Grand 
juror  dying  or  taken  sicfc,  af- 
ter sworn,  so  thatiie  cinnot 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


G 


moEx. 


6  Id 


attend,  his  pkce  niay  be  sup- 
[flied  by  a  by-slander  401. — 
•  One  judge  or  more  of  gene- 
ral court  may  adjourn  402. 
Provision  in  case  of  ihe  grand 
joror  being  taken  sick  during 
the  present  term  402.  Go- 
vernor empowered  to  rent  a 
house  for  confining  certain 
prisoners  402.  One  judge  of 
general  court  may  qualify  the 
auditors  of  public  accounts 
402.  Special  courts  may  be 
CDn^titmed  by  governor  and 
council,  with  same  powers  as 
general  court,  as  to  Criminal 
matters  415.  No  discontinu- 
ance of  general  court  or  its 
proceedings  in  consequence 
of.  a  failure  to  h9ld  ^  term 
-421.  Terms  of,  altered  455. 
SaUry  of  judges,  in  specie 
493. 

GEORGIA. 
Citizens  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  authorised  to  remove 
their    staves   into   this   state 
-307.  How  long  to  remain,  &: 
tinder    what     circumstances 
they  ma3'  be  sold  307. 
GLEBES. 
Vestry   X>f  Knssell   parish,    in 
county  of  Bedford,  authorised 
^     to  sell  their  glebe  109.  Glebe 
of  parish  of  St.  Anne,  in  Al- 
bemarle to  be  sold,  and  mo- 
ney divided  between  parishes 
of  St.  Anne  and   Fluvanna 
1 12,       Glebe  of  Drysdale  in 
Caroline  and  King  &;  Queen 
coDQties  to  be  sold,  and  mo- 
ney divided  between  parishes 
of*  Drysdale  and  St.  Asaph, 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
Ahp  two  churches  210.    So 


much  ofihe'laSt  act  as  directs 
a  valuation  of  the  churchas 
repealed  213. 

GODWIN,  CHRISTOPHER 

Christopher  Godwin  re- vested 
of  liis  house,  &c.  in  Nanse- 
mond,  teased  to  John'  Ham- 
ilton, who  had  joined  the  e- 
nemy  207. 

GOLD- 

*So  much  of  an  act  as  imposes  a 
penalty  for  asking  more  for 
any  article,  in  paper  money, 
ythan  in  gold  or  silver,  repeaK 
ed  125.  What  proportion  of 
land  tax  payable  in  gold  or 
silver  508. 
GOOD  BEHAVIOUR. 

Justices  may  bind  gamblers  ta 
the  good  behaviour  206. 
GOODS. 

Sale  of  perishable  goods,  whca 
ordered  in  court  of  admiralty 
109.  Sale  of  goods  condemn- 
ed, in  what  cases  ordered  101, 
Duty  on  goods  imported  511. 
Vprious  regulations  for  col- 
lection  of  duties  511,512. 
GOVERNMENT. 

Seat  of  government  removed  to 
Richmond  85.  Ground  ap- 
propriated for  public  build- 
ings  86.  Capitol  for  the  gen- 
eral assembly  86.  Halls  of 
justice  for  the  courts  86. — 
House  for  executive  boards 
86.  Governor's  house  86.— 
Directors  of  public  buildings 
86.  Land,  how  acquired  and 
paid  for  87.  Richmond  to  be 
enlarged  88.  Temporary 
houses  to  be  provided  88. — 
Jail  of  Henrico  to  be  enlarg- 
ed 88.  Proviso  as  to  contracts 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


} 


614 


G 


mOEX. 


G 


ai>J  €ipcndlitur(?s  89.     When 
the  courls  and  general  assem- 
bly to  sit  at  Richmond  89. 
GOVERNOR. 

Se<  Executive, 

House  for  governor,  to  be  e- 
rected  at  seat  oF  government, 
in  Richmond  86:  Governor 
and  council  authorised  to  lay 
embargoes,  105,  140,  306:— 
Acts  giving  certain  powers  to 
.  governor  and  council  further 
continued  106:  Act  empow- 
ering governor  and  council 
to)  superintend  and  regulate 
the  public  jail  further  con- 
tinued 106:  Act  to  enable 
the  governor  and  council  to 
supply  the  armies  and  navies 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  their 
allies,  with  grain  and,  flour, 
further  continued  107,142:^- 
Salary  of  governor  118,219. 
Acts  giving  I'urthcr  powers  to 
governor  and  council  further 
cmitinued  141:  Governor 
and  others  indemnifted  for 
acting  under  a  j'esolution 
prohibiting  (h.^  exportation 
of  salt  150.  Salary  of  gover- 
nor rated  in  tobacco  278. — 
Value  of  tobacco  estimated 
by  grand  jury  278.  Extraor- 
dinary powers  given  to  the 
governor  aird  council  309: — 
Power  to  call  out  militia  and 
appoint  officers  of  experience 
t^lO:  To  march  the  militia 
out  of  the  state  310:  Gtiver- 
mtt  and  council  authorised  to 
confine  or  remove  disaffected 
persona  310:  \\\  case  of  inva- 
sion or  insurrection,  those  who  \ 
assist  the  enemy  subject  to 
martial  law  310:      Sentence 


not  to  be  carried  into  execa—  | 
tian,   until  approved   by   the 

governor  and  council  31 1 : 

Articles  of  war  to  be  publish- 
ed 311:   Powers  of  governor 
and  council  as  to  a  supply  of 
provisions    extended   312: — 
Governor    and    council    aa- 
thorised  to  establish  a  press, 
with  aa   able  editor,   firmly 
attached  to  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  313: — 
Act  giving  further  powers  Co 
the  governor  and  council,  re- 
vived and  continued   386: — 
Empowered  to  call  out  mili- 
tary force  to  suppress  mutiny, 
or  resistance  to  the  laws  for 
recruiting  this    states   quota 
for  the  continental  army  387: 
May  constitute  special  courts 
for  trial  of  treasons,  tsLZ,  in 
case  of  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion 387:    Governor  &  coun- 
cil    may    by     proclamation 
change  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  courts  407:    Exten- 
sive powers  of  governor  and 
council    in    calling  oat  the 
forces  and  resources  of  the 
state  413:    To  impress  pro- 
perty 413:  To  order  oot  par- 
ticular officers  414:    To  ap- 
prehend disaffected  persons, 
who  are  denied   bail,   main- 
prise or  habeoi  corpus  414: — 
To  send  such  personc  within 
tlK»  enemy's  lines  414:    To 
banish  others  414:      Felony 
without  clergy  to  return  from 
banishment  414:  Perscmsop- 
posingthe  laws  for  calling  out 
military  force,  declared  civil- 
ly dead  414:  Special  ciMrtft 
may  be  constittited  by  go- 
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powers  as  general  court,  as 
'^  to  criminal  mailers  415,  4€0: 
May  discontinue  state  qnar- 
er  masters  and  commissaries^ 
and  transfer  their  powers  to 
continental  staff  415:  Rules 
in  impressments  under  this 
act  416:  Governor  h  council 
authorised  to  fix  the  value 
of  provisions  impressed  for 
the  use  of  the  army  437.  Act 
empowering  governor  and 
council  to  lay  embargoes  re- 
pealed 443.  Governor  and 
council  authorised  to  fit  out  a 
naval  force  of  four  gnllies 
458.  Governor  Nelson  in- 
demnified 478.  Salary  of  g«- 
vernor,  in  specie  49;5. 
GRAIN. 

Act  to  enable  governor  and 
council  to  supply  armies  and 
navies  of  United  States  and 
their  allies  with  grain  and 
flour  further  continued  107, 
1 42.42G.  Act  prohibiting  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  from  corn, 
wheat,  rye,  and  other  grain 
repealed  112.  Poll-tax,  pay- 
able in  grain  490. 
GRAND  JURY. 

At  general  court  to  estimate 
price  of  tobacco  payable  to 
members  of  general  assembly 
30,104.  To  be  charged  on 
the  act  concerning  ordinaries 
he.  145.  Act  to  suppress  ga- 
ming to  be  given  in  charge 
to  grand  juries  207.  Sheriff 
of  Henrico  to  summon  a  grand 
jury  for  the  general  court 
2:^.  Grand  jury  to  fix  the 
value  of  tobacco  salariei  and 


fees,  in  money  274,278. — 
Grand  juror  dying  or  taken 
sick,  after  sworn,  so  that  ht 
cannot  attend,  his  place  may 
be  supplied  by  a  by-stander 
401.  Provision  in  case  of  the 
grand  juror  taken  sick  during 
tlie  present  terra  of  the  gene- 
ral court  402.  Grand  jury  to 
settle  value  of  salaries  of  offi- 
cers of  government  433.  Va- 
luation of  tobacco  fees,  5y 
gram]  jury,  repealed  489. 
GRANTS. 

Under  what  rights,  and  in  what 
manner  grants  shall  be  made 
for  lands  surveyed  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the 
commonwealth's  land  office 
37.  Form  of  grant  or  patent 
60,  How  executed  and  re- 
corded 61.  Grants  to  heirs  b 
assignees  61.  '  Inclusive  pa- 
tents how  obtained  63.  Quit- 
rents  and  reservations  in  the 
royal  grants  abolished  64. — 
Grants  for  escheated  lands, 
how  obtained  68.  The  issuing 
of  grants  suspended  422.  Tax  ^ 
on  patents  for  land,  exceed- 
ing 1400  acres,  except  boun- 
ties to  officers  510. 
GRAYSON,  WILLIAM 

Certain  lots  of  William  Gray- 
son, severed  from  the  town  of 
Dumfries  102. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Punishment  of  those  asserting 
that  the  United  States  ought 
to  be  dependent  on  the  crown 
or  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 268.  Or  acknowledginc 
their  sovereignty,  or  himself 
a  subject  269. 
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GREENBRIER. 

y  court  of  Greenbrier  au- 
rised  to  have  a   waggoii 
d  opened  from  their  court 
se  to^the  eastern  waters 
.  Act  suspended  444. 
GREEiNSVILLE. 
ly,   formed  out  of  Bruns- 
U  363.     Bounaaries  363. 
m  days  363. 
JBEAS  CORPUS. 
nded  as  to  disaffected  per- 
s  confined  by  orde^  of  the 
cutive  414. 

HALF-PAY. 
pay,  for  life,  promised  to 
lerals,  iield  officers,  cap- 
is,  snbalterns,  chaplains, 
,'sicians,  surgeons,  and  sur- 
Mib'  mates  25.  Half-pay  to 
lows  and  children  of  offi- 
5  dying  in  service  374. — 
icers  to  have  half-pay  for 
374. 

\LLS  OF  JUSTICE. 
uperior  courjs,  to  be  erect- 
in  Richmoi)d  86.      Land, 
V  acquired  and  paid  for 

HAMPTON. 

court   house  in  Hampton 
ng  occupied  by  the  troops 
3ur  allies  as  a  hospifal,  the 
lices    of   Elixabeih    City 
inty    autliorised    to    hold 
ir  courts  at  any  other  place 
ihe  county  495. 
RMCR,  John  &i  George 
oncerning  escheats  &£  for- 
ures  from  Britisli  subjects 
pended,    as    to    lands  in 
nry  and  Amherst  convey 
by  John  Harmer  to  Wal- 
King  Cole  and   George 
rmer  300.    Slaves  sold  as 


the  escheated  property  of  Jolm 
Harmer,   and  purchased  by 
thij  public,  restored  to  George 
Harmer  371. 
HARRISONBURG. 

Town  of  Harrisonburg  in  Rocls- 
inghain  county  established 
293. 

HEMP. 

Hemp  receivable  in  taxes,  fcat 
what  rale  245,508.  Treasu- 
rer authorised  to  borrow  mo- 
ney, tobacco,  hemp,  or  floor 
461.  Interest,  6  per  cent  on 
commodities,  and  100  for  90 
on  money  481.  Receipts  re- 
ceivable in  taxes  482.  Hemp 
receivable  in  taxes  508. — 
Warehouses  for,  where  esta- 
blished 508. 

HENRICO. 

Jail  of  Henrico  to  be  enlarged 
88.       Sheriff  of  Henrico  to 
summon  a  grand  jury  for  ge- 
neral court  228. 
High  Court  or  Chancery. 

When  to  sit  at  Richmond  89. 
Salary  of  judges  of  118.  Act 
appointing  place  for  holding 
high  court  of  chancery,  and 
empowering  it  to  appoint  Ser- 
jeant at  arms  further  continu- 
ed 128.  High  court  of  chao* 
eery  to  sit  at  Richmond  1S2, 
Salary  of  judges  rated  in  to- 
bacco 277.  A  jury  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  the  tobacco 
in  mniipy  277.  Terirts  of,  al- 
tei-ed  455.  Salary  of  judges, 
in  spei  ie  493. 

HIGH  WAYS. 

See  Roads. 

HORSES. 

I  Horses  belonging  to  this* state, 

1      or  United  States,  hov  reco- 
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'%y^d.&Qva  t^Kise  wbo  have 
•the.  ualawful  possession  218. 
For  cavalry  oirdered  to  relief 
ofSouih  Carolina,  how  fur- 
nisl^ed  224.       Waggous  and 
iiorses  for  the  southern  army^ 
how  procured  482.     Penalty 
on  justices  and    sheriffs   for 
neglect  482.  How  recoverable 
;  482.       Waggons  and  teams, 
^pw  disposed  of  483.  Gover- 
nor and  council  authorised  to 
jappoint  persons  to  purchase 
waggon  horses  483.   Tax  on 
horses,  in  specie  504. 
HOSPITAU 
Hoi^pital  for  seamen  established 
'  by  a  duty  on  seamen  385. — 
Where  situated  386." 
IDIOTS. 
Act   providing  for  support^  of 
^  idiots,  and    lunatics    further 
continued  204,424.    Furllier 
allowance  for  support  of  pa- 
^  tients  204. 

ILINOlS. 
Act  establishing  county,  of  Hi* 
pois  furdier  continued  303. 
i\ccounts  of  llinois  depart- 
ment to  be  settled  by  auditors 
388. 

IMPORTATION. 
Importation   rights,   for  Ian4s, 
recognized  in  the  land  law 
35,37.     How  grants  for,  ob- 
tained 37. 

IMPRESSMENT.  . 
Provisions  for  use  of  the  army 
procured  by  purchase  or  im- 
pressment 233.  In  what  cases 
doors  may  be  broken  235. — 
Waggons  procured  by  im- 
pressment 335.  Impressment 
pf  $eatp^n  authorised  under 
certain  restijetious  380.  Go- 
VoIm  !c.  C  4 


vernor  and  cofuncil  may  au- 
thorise impressments  for  the 
use  of  the  army  413.  Rules 
'in  impressments  416.  Coumy 
courts  to  receive  claims  for 
property  impressed  for  the 
use  of  the  army  468.  No 
claim  for  property  impressed 
to  be  allowed,  unless  passed 
by  the  court,  and  certified  to 
the  general  assembly'  469.— 
Except  as  to  certain  provi- 
sion certificates  469.  All  im- 
presses prohibited,  except  by 
warrant  from  the  executive, 
.or  by  sheriffs  bringing  crimi- 
nals to  jail  496.  Proceedings 
on  illegal  impresses  496. 
INCLUSIVE  PATENTS. 

Method  of  rectifying  mistakes 
in  bounds,  and  obtaining  in* 
elusive  patents  63. 
INDEMNITY. 

Indemnification  of  governor  & 
others  for  acting  under  a  re- 
solution prohibiting  the  ex* 
portation  of  salt  150.  William 
Campbell,  Walter  Crockett 
and  others  indemnified  for 
suppressing  n  conspiracy  and 
insurrection  195.  Governoar 
Nelson  indemnified,  for  acts 
of  his  administration,  without 
.  his  cotmcil,  resulting  from  ne* 
cessitv  478. 
INDEPENDENCE. 

Consuls  from  such  states  as  ac- 
knowledge the  independence 
of  America  how  receivedj. 
deemed  subjects  or  citizens  of 
the  states  by  whom  appoint* 
ed;  guilty  of  crimes  against 
this  state  shall  be  remanded 
to  their  sovereigns  for  pun- 
ishment 202.     Their  powers 
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302.  Id  executton  tbereoC  hew 
to  be  aided  203.  Crimes  injn- 
rious  to  the  independence  of 
America,  but  less  ^an  trea- 
son, defined  and  punished 
268. 

INDIAN  CORN. 
Tax,  payable   in  Indian  corn 
490. 

INDIANS. 
Exclusive    right   of   common- 
weahh  to  purchase  lands  of 
Indians  asserted  97. 
INFANTRY. 
State  infantry  reduced  215. 

INJUNCTIONS. 
Iiyunctions  to  inquisitions  of  es- 
cheaty  hpw  and  for  what  cau- 
ses obtained  155. 
INQUESTS. 
How  to  be  taken  by  cscheators 
116.     Remedy  in  case  of  in- 
consistent or  untrue  inquests 

INSOLVEJJfCIES 

Hqw  allowed  to  sheriffs,  in  col- 
.  lection  of  taxes  507. 

INSPECTORS. 
Of  tobacco,  their  fees  76.  Their 
books  to  be  always  open  76. 
To  give  receipts  for  tobacco 
passed,  without  any  excep- 
tion against  losses  70.       In- 
spectors not  to  deal  in  tobac; 
CO  76.     To  find  hands  76.— 
Fees  for  turning  up  tobacco 
76.  Refused  lobacco  may  be 
picked  77.    When  inspectors 
to  account  far   tobacco   re- 
.reipaining,  and  how  such  u> 
-be  sold  77,      Inspection  fees 
.  78.     Salades  and  allowances 
of  inspectors  eucreased  180. 
One  of.  tlie  members  of  the 
board  of.  war  to  be  i^i^pecfor 


of^miKtary  €toi$s  and  pravn 
sions  198.  Salaries  of  inspeiv* 
tors  of*  tobacco,  rated  in  to- 
bacco 272.  Inspectors  to  give 
bond  274.  Penalty  for  act- 
ing without  274.  Grand  jury 
to  fiK  tobacco  salaries  and 
fees  i  n  money  274 .  I  nspectort 
giving  receipts  for  tobacco 
not  passed,  or  dealing. in  to- 
bacco, penalty  for  275.  Re- 
medy by  proprietors  against 
inspectors  for  rents  275.— 
County  of  Elizabetfa  Citj, 
annually  to  recommend  tw^ 
inspectors  275.  No  two  in- 
spectors, at  same  warehouse, 
to  perform  mititia  duty,  at 
same  time  276.  The  one  to 
perform,  to  be  decided  by  lot 
276.  Salaries  and  allowances 
of  inspectors  of  tobacco  .^ 
creased  355.  Salaries  of  in- 
spectors of  tobacco,  at  the 
difierent  warehouses,  pay^Ut 
in  specie  475.  May  be  re- 
commended at  any  time  476^ 
Inspectors  of  flour,  how  ap- 
pointed 497.  Tlicir  fees  andl 
oath  497. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

Instructions  to  delegates  in  con- 
gress, on  the  siibject  of  hav- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays  pub- 
lished 545. 

INSURRECTION.  . 

Vim.  Campbell,  Walter  Crock- 
ett and  others  indemnified  for 
suppressing  a  conspiracy  and 
insurrection  195.  In  case  of 
insurrection,  what  perscms 
subject  to  martial  law  314« 
Governor  and  council  may 
constitute  special  cpnr^  ^r 
trial  of  offe«Jd?r*3p7,  . 
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INVALIDS. 

Cfirps  of  invalids,  for  guards  & 
garrison  duty,  established  348 
INVASION. 

lil  case  of  invasion  or  insnrrec- 

' '  tion,  those  who  act  as  guides 
or  spies,  or  give  intelligence 
to  the  enemy,  or  assist  them, 
&c.  subject  to  martial  law 
310.  Governor  and  council 
may  constitote  special  courts 
for  trial  of  offenders  387. 
IRON  WOKKS. 

Act  exempting  millers  and  per- 
sons employed  at  iron  works 
(except  for  the  publicj  re- 
pealed 262.  Artificers  em- 
ployed at  iron  works  exempt- 
from  militia  duly  397.  Act 
continued  425,444. 
JAIL. 

Jail  of  Henrico  to  be  enlarged 
and  used  as  public  jail  88. — 
Gpvernor  authorised  to  rent 
a  temporary  jail,  the  prison 
in  Richmond  being  too  small 
402. 

JAxMES  CITY. 

Public  lands  in  James  city,  and 
on  the  eastern  shore,  &i  capi- 
t6l  and  palace  in  Williams- 
burg to  be  sold,  in  the  event 
that  taxes  prove  anproductive 
285.  Justices  of  James  city 
authorised  to  hold  their  courts 
any  where  in  the  courtty  dar- 
ing the  prevalence  of  the 
small-pox  in  Williamsburg 
458. 
JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

Formed  from  Kentucky  315. — 
Boundaries  315.  Court  days 
315. 
JEFFERSON,  THOMAS 

ResoltttiOo  approbatory  of  the 


eonddct  of  Thofnas  Jefferson, 
esq.  while  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia 568.  Communication 
from  governorJeffersontothe 
ger'ieral  assembly  of  Virginia 
570. 

JUDGES. 

Of  what  judges  court  of  appeal^ 
constituted  90.  Precedence 
of  judges  90.  Oath  of  judges 
90.  Judges  of  admiralty, 
their  number,  appointment, 
oath,  and  penalty  for  acting 
without  oath  98,99.  Present 
judges  confirmed  in  office 
101.  Salary  of  judges  118, 
219,493.  Judges  of  superior 
courts  authorised  to  make  al- 
lowance to  their  officers  118. 
Of  general  court  to  have  di- 
rection of  public  jail,  b  make 
allowances  to  keeper  156. — 
Salaries  of  judges  of  high 
court  of  chancervy  general 
court,  and  admiralty  rated  in 
tobacco  277.  A  jury  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  the  tobacco 
in  money  2^7.  Judges  may 
adjourn  their  courts  if  they 
think  they  cannot  sit  with 
safety  408.  Salary  of  judges, 
payable  in  specie  493.  * 
JUDGMENTS. 

Judgments  destroyed,  by  the  e- 
nemy,  in  office  of  county 
courts,  attested  copies  to  be 
tgain  recorded  453.  How  far 
evidence  453, 

JURISDICTION. 

Ofcourt  of  appeals  90.  Of  court 
of  admiralty  98.    Of  a  single 
magistrate  encreased  352. 
JURY. 

Trial  by,  in  court  of  admirahy, 
when  to  be  101.   Courts  and 
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juries,  ex  officio^  to  take  no- 

.   tice  uf  act  of  limitations  on* 
store  accounts  134. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Jurisdiction  of,  encreased  ia  a 
tatio  with  the  depredation  of 
paper  n)one;  352.  Justices  to 
be  appointed  to  take  lists  of 
taxable  property  504.  And 
return  them  to  tlie  clerk  504. 
Penalty  for  neglect  of  duty 
505. 

KENTUCKY. 

Commissioners  appointed  for 
marking  and  opening  a  road 
ever  the  Cumberland  moun- 
tains to  Kentucky  143.  Guard 
for  protection  against  In- 
Klians,  how  procured  144.— 
Certain  escheated  lands,  in 
Kentucky,  county,  vested  in 
trustees  for  a  public  school 
288.  Kentucky  county  divi- 
ded, and  Jeffei'son,  Fayette, 
and  Lincoln  formed,  and 
Kentucky  cotfhiy  became  ex- 
tinct 315.  Surveyor  of  Ken- 
tucky, wtiere  to  reside,  and 
his  duty  as  to  entries  fur  land 
317.  County  courts  in  the 
Kentucky  country  authorised 
.to  direct  surveys  to  poor  per- 
ficms,  actual  settlers,  not  ex- 
ceeding 400  jsicres  to  a  family 
431.  County  courts. in  dis- 
trict of  Kentucky  authorised 
to  hear  and  determine  land 
claims  left  unfinished  by  the 
comrbissioners  436.  Register 

;  tp  issue  grants  thereon  437. 
Begister  of  the  land  office  to 
appoint  a  deputy  to  reside  in 
the  Kentucky  country  445.' 
His  duties  445. 


Punii>luneut  of  those  ti^seruog 
that  the  United  Stales  ciugiit 
to  be  dependent  ontheerMH 
or  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 268.  Or  ackno^%ledging 
tlieir  sovereignty,  or  htmsen 
a  stibjeet  269.  Or  who  shaU 
wish  health  or  suc^e^^to  tbc 
king  269.  Jurisdiction  of  of- 
fence 269.  Charge  lo^graml 
jury  270.  When  security  roaj^ 
^e  required  270..  Sentence  to 
be  publislied  ^0.  LimttattoQ 
ofprosecution  210.  Power  of 
justices  270. 

KITT. 

Kitt,  a  slave,  the  property^  of 
Hinchia  Mabry.  emaucipnted 
for  his  meritorious  services  in 
discovering  connterfeiters  of 
money  115. 

LABORATORY,     . 

Laboratory  and  magazines^  to 
be  provided  302.  Lands;  |iow 
acquired  302. 

LAWD^BOUNTY. 

Promised  .to  soldiers,  sailors,  & 
marines  24.  To  volunteeis 
under  colonel    George  Ro- 

.  gers  Clarke  26.  To  ^diers 
'for  protection  of  J/inois  27. 
«To  those^  who  enlist  diiriog 
/the  war  27.  To  troaps  for 
protection  of  western  &  east- 
ern frontier  34.  On  what  evi- 
xience  land  bounties  obtttiaeil 
51.  Officers  and  soldiers^  in 
service,  allowed  furiber  tkne 
to  prove  their  claiiss  for  set- 
tlement rights,  andteprove- 
ments  on  lands  132.  Land 
bounty  to  chaplains,  sui^eons 
and   surgeons' males  14K^ 
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Proporicou  «f  teitd  bowmy  ta 
^,  oiScers  and  soldiers   IGO.-*- 
.  .Rights  of  those  slain,  or  dy- 
.    iivg  in  service  devolve  on  iheir 
;   heirs  or  legal  representatives 
161.  Bounty  to  sailors  &:  ma- 
rines for  defence  of  easterji 
..    Trontter  298.       Land  bounty 
3O0  acres,   to   soldiers  who 
.   Aove  enlisted,  or  shall ,  enlist, 
..    and  serve  to  ihg  end  of  the 
war  33  i.       Land  bounty  to 
general  officers  375,     Legal 
representatives     entitled     to 
bounty  375..    Land  given  to 
Baron  Steuben  375.  Further 
tract  of  territory  allotted  to 
officers  and  soldiers,  in   lieu 
.    jof  ibat  fallen  into  North  Ca- 
rolina 465.  ♦  VVheh  and  how 
•  their  lands  may  be  surveyed 
466.   State  troops,  as  to  land 
bounty^  made  equal  to  conti- 
nentals 467.    Resolution  ex- 
.    tending   land  bounty  to  cer- 
tain officers  and  officers  539. 
L/VND  OFFICE. 
SeaJJinds. 

Land  office  established  50.  Re- 
gister appointed  50.  General 
court  yearly  to  cause  land 
office  to  be  examined,  and 
certain  warrants,  &;c.  can- 
celled 64.  Fees  of  register 
,.  127. 

LANDS. 
Act  for  adjusting  iitlu  to  lands^ 
SfC*  previous  to  establishment 
of  oomn^onwealtKs  land  office 
35.  Surveys,  what  declared 
valid  35.  Proviso  37.  Under 
what  rights  and  in  what  roisin- 
ner  grants  sliall  be  made  37. 
Rights  claimed  under  certain 
f^rders  of  coitocil,  and  a  royal 


38.  ilxcepi  actual  surveys,*  h 
except  the  Dismal  Swamji 
38.  Settlement  rights  upon 
the  western  waters  38.  Pr€f- 
vision  for  famihes  settled  in 
villages  or  townships  39. — 
Settlement  and  pre-emption 
rights  defined  40.  Grants  for, 
bow  obtained  40.  Locations 
by  officers  and  soldiers  on 
lands  of  settlors  void  41, — 
What  locations  entitled  to 
preference  41,  Warrants  re- 
entered 41.  Composition  mo- 
ney, in  what  cases  to  be  paid 
41.  Agreements  betweep 
companies  claiming  under  or- 
ders of  council,  and  purcha- 
ses regulated  42.  Commi^-^ 
sioners  for  adjusting  and  de- 
termining claims  to  lands  on 
the  western  waters,  how  ap- 
pointed, their  oatii,  duty, 
power,  and  Ixodes  and  rules 
of  proceeding  42,  43,  44. — 
Conflicting  rights,  how  ad- 
judged by  commissioners  45. 
Judgment  final  between  par- 
ties to  trial  46.  Certificates 
of  settlement  &  pre-emption, 
how  given  46.  Fees  therefor 
46.  Commissioners  to  return 
lists  to  register  46.  Duly  of 
commissioner^  in  relation  to 
land  adjudged  against  com- 
panies 47.  In  w)iat  cases 
rights  adjudged  against  com- 
panies forfeited  47.  Allow- 
ances to  commissioners^clerk, 
and  sherifi*  47.  Within  what 
time  caveats  to  judgments  of 
commissioners  may  be  enter- 
ed in  general  <!ourt  48.  Cer« 
tain  land  claims  to  belaid  be- 
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Ibre  court  of  apf^U^  there 
decided  48.  rroviso  in  fa- 
vour of  officers  and  soldiers 
49.  Kegisier'sduty  in  record- 
ing land  warrants,  aod  mak- 
ing out  grants  49.  Caveats 
de{>endtng  before  the  revolu- 
tion, how  proceeded  on  49. 
.^ct  for  establishing  land  of- 
fice, fyc,  60.  Register,  how 
appointed  and  qualified  50. 
Vacancy,  how  supplied  51. 
Copies  attested  by  him  as 
good  evidence  as  originals 
51.  Land  bounties,  upon 
what  evidence  obtained  51. 
How  title  to  unappropriated 
lands  may  be  obtained  52. — 
'Land  warrants,  how  oblain- 
.  ed,  located  and  executed  52, 
'  Exchange  warrants  52.  S«r- 
reyors  and  their  deputies, 
how  appointed  and  qualified 
53.  Penalty  for  sale  of  oflice 
53.  Locations  how  to  be 
made  54.  Time  for  surveying 
when  appointed  54.  No  en- 
try admitted,  without  a  war- 
rant, except  for  settlement 
I  rights  54.  Certain  tracts  of 
roanlry  excepted  from  loca- 
tion 54.  Resolution  reserving 
lands,  for  officers  h  soldiers 
55,  note.  How  a  chief  sur- 
veyor may  •  locate  his  own 
Unds  56.  Notice  of  survey^ 
bow  given  56.  Effect  of  par- 
t}^s  failing  to  attend  with 
chain-carriers  &t  marker  56, 
When  principal  to  direct  de-? 
puty  tO' survey  57.  Chain- 
carrWrs  to  be  sworn  57:  Sur- 
veys, how  made  &:  bounded 
57:  Platan^  certificate,  when 
and  how  mad«  and  disposed 


of  57:  Beiurns  t6  W2IImi  &l 
Mary  college  57:  Clerk  of 
county  courts,  and  survejfor, 
not  to  be  united  58:  Penalty 
on  surveyors  for  fteglecl.58: 
Surveyor's  office,  how  exam- 
ined 58:  Plat  and  certificates 
'  when  to  be  returned  to  land 
office  58:  Causes  of  caveat 
58:  Proceedings  upon  caveats 
58:  New  caveats,  for  what 
causes  atlovi'ed  59:  Costs  on 
caveats  59:  New  warrants, 
where  lauds  lost  by  caveat 
59:  DiHy  of  register  in  rela- 
tion to  exchange,  renewed, 
or  execution  of  wamims  59: 
Warrants  and  certificates  of 
survey  assignable  60:  Fbrm 
of  grant  or  patent  60:  How 
executed  and  recorded  61: — 
Grants  jto  heirs  and  assignees 
61:  Widiin  what  time  copies 
of  plats  and  certificates  may 
not  be  delivered  61:  Swaitips, 
marshes  and  sunken  grounds, 
pre-emption  of,  in  owners  of 
contiguous  higii  lands  61:^ — 
.Grants  for,  how  olHained  62: 
Surplus  laods,  within  bounds 
of  patents,  how  granfs  fcr, 
obtained  62:  Remedy  of  land 
holders,  unjust/y  vexed  63: — 
Metliod  of  rectifying  mistakes 
in  bounds,  and  obtaining  in- 
clusive patents  63:  General 
court  yearly  to  cause* land 
office  to  be  examined,  and 
certain  warrants,  &c.  cancel- 
led 64:  Treasurer  tO]glve 
bond  to^ccoum  for  moaey 
accruing  under  this  ael  64: 
Quit-rents  and  reserv^ti^Sos 
in  the  royal  grants  td>d1fsM 
64:  Petitions  for  Ii^sed  laitd 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


mt)EX. 


-ttSlB 


*  ing,  eounterfeiiing,  &c.  land- 
warraiU^i,  lelony  without  clcr- 

.    ^y  65:  Lunds  of  Britisli  sub- 

*  Jeets  vested  in  commonwealth, 
>  by  escheat  67:  Grants  fores- 

^   cheated  lands,    how  obtained 
68:    How  lands  acquired  for 
public   buildings,    in    Rich- 
%  mondyand  paid  for  87:    Ex- 
,  elusive    right    of    common- 
,  wealth  to  purchase  lands  of 
IiHiians  asserted  97:    Certain 
.  lots  of  William   Grayson  se- 
^ ,  vered  from  the  town  of  Dum- 
,,  fries   102:       Certain  trustees 
„  authorised  to  pay  to  Willram 
V  Todd,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
,  of  his  entailed  lands  103:--^ 
,   Vestry  of  Russell  parish,   in 
.  county  of  Bedford,  authorised 
to  sell  their  glebe  109:  (ilebe 
of  parish  of  St.  Annr,  in  Ai- 
, .  bemarle,  to  be  sold,  and  mo- 
,.ney  divided  between  parishes 
,  of  St.   Anne   and  Fluvanna 
.  112:     Inquests,  on  escheated 
iamis^  how  taken  UG:    How 
long  lands  to  remain  in  hands 
.  ^ef  eschealor  before  granted 
110:    Escheated  lands,  when 
.sold  116:       Certain  persons 
authorised  to  convey  to  John 
Fox   certain  entailed   lands, 
sold  as  the  estate  of  Sarah, 
.  ilie  wife  of  John  Rootes  120: 
-  Officers   and  soldiers  in  ser- 
Tice,  allowed  further  time  to 
, prove  their  claims  for  settle* 
.  ment    rights    and    improve- 
nsents  on  lands  132:       War- 
rant   to    issue    to    Charles 
Simms,  for  certain  lands  on 
the  Ohio  river  aod  Rackoon 
jcreek,  139:,    La^ujl  bounty  to 


chtipltt1il«,  surgeons  anfl  «or- 
geon's  mates  141:  Certain 
certificates  receivable  in  pajr* 
ment  for  treasury  land  war- 
rants 148:  Loan  office  certi- 
ficates with  interest  receivable 
for  waste  lands  148:  Reser- 
\ation  of  lands  for  officers  £s 
soldiers  159:  Penalty  on  set- 
tlers not  removing  from  the 
reserved  l,ands  159:  Propor- 
tions of  land  bounty  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  L^O:  Rights 
of  those  slain  or  dying  in  ser- 
vice devolve  on  their  heirs  or 
legal  representatives  161  >— • 
Settlements  on  north  west 
side  of  the  Ohio  reprobated 
and  prohibited  161:  Settlers 
may  be  removed  by  military 
force  161:  Exceptions  161: 
Penalty  for  opposing  execu- 
tion.of  treasury  land  warrants 
by  force,  violence  or  threats 
162:  Civil  officers  to  suppress 
force  162:  Rights  for  land 
under  the  proclamation  of 
1763,  how  authenticated  177: 
Powers  of  commissioners  for 
adjusting  claims  to  unpa- 
tented lands  extended  178: 
Pre*eroption  warrants  may  be 
issued  to  actual  settlers,  on 
credit,  if  unable  to  pay  the 
state  price  178:  But  grants 
not  to  issue  until  paynicnl  of 
purchase  money  178:  Pi«vl- 
ded  that  this  privilege  shall 
extend  to  actual  settlements 
only  179:  Certificates  for 
settlement  and  pre-emption 
right*  not  to  be  granted^  iin- 
less  to  persons  who  have  ta- 
ken the  oath  of  altegismce  to 
•this   commonwealth    179:--^ 
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Exception   as  to  inhabftants 
oCdispmed  icrrilory  belvveeu 
lliis  state  und,  Pcmisvlvania 
179:      How  grants  for  lands 
surveyed     under    orders     of 
coui\cil,  on  (b»*  ea.stern  waters 
may  be  obtained  179:  Caveats 
on   surveys  before  establisb- 
menl  of  land  ofiiei%  how  pro- 
ceeded  on    179:       Glebe  of 
Drysdale  parish   in  Caroline 
and  Kin^  and  Queen   couil* 
lies  to  b«:  sold  210:       Lands 
on   the   bay  of  Chesapeake, 
the  sea  shore,  or  snores  of  ri- 
vers  and  creeks,    lieretofore 
held  as  common,    not  to  be 
granted  227:       Furtlier  lime 
allowed  for  retnrning^surveyii 
and  plats  237:    Ffiilier  time 
alio  vied  to  the  western  eom- 
'  »nissioners  238:     Further  al* 
lowance   to  them  and   their 
officers  238:     Tax  upen  liii- 
^ants  encreased  238:       Fur- 
'ther  lime  to  enter  warrants  on 
pre-emption  certificates  with 
surveyor  239:       All   claims 
within  the  territory  claimed 
"  by   Pennsylvania  suspended 
239:     Further  time  to  return 
pre-emption  certificates,  and 
providing  in  case  oftheir  loss 
239:   Lost  warrants,  how  re- 
newed 240:  Regulations  con- 
cerning warrants  for  military 
service  under   the  proclama- 
tion of  17G3  240:       Further 
regulations  240:       Price  of 
>^aste  lands  raised  245:      In 
what  money  payable  245: — 
Capitol  and   palace  in  Wil- 
liamsburg,   aix)    the    public 
)and^  in  James  city  and  on 
the  eastern  shwre  to  be  sold, 


I'll  t!ie  event  that  taxes  p>mr^ 
unproductive  285:      Certam 
escheated  lands  in  Kentucky 
county  vested  in   irnstees  for 
a  pulilic  school   287:       Act 
concerning  escheats  and  for- 
feitures from  British  subjects 
suspended,    as    to    lands  ia 
'  Henry  and  Amherst,  convey- 
ed by  John  Harmer  to  Wal- 
ter Kinff  Cole  and   George 
Harmer  300:     Land  bounty, 
300   acres,   to  soldiers  whe 
have  enlisted,  or  who  sliall 
enlist  and  serve  to  the  end  of 
the  war  331:  Deputy  survey- 
'ors  how  appointed  353:  Ca- 
veats   allovve'd     against    the 
judgments  of  thecommrk^ion* 
ers  354:     Further  allowance 
to  commissioners  and   th«r 
attendants  355:  CertaJtt  hou- 
ses and  tenements  in  Alexan- 
dria vested  in  John   SuttOQ 
372:     Land  bounty  to  gene« 
ral  officers  375:      Bounty  in 
lands  encrea^ed  to  other  offi- 
cers 375:     Legal  representfii- 
lives  entitled  to  bounty  375: 
'  Land  given  to  BakT>n  Sieu- 
ben  375:  Powers  of  cc^mrafe- 
sioners  for  adjusting  claiins 
to  unpatented  fimd^,  extend- 
'ed;  also  further  time  allowed 
for  obtaining  warrants  upon 
certificates    for    pre-emption 
rights,  and  to  return  surveys 
to  the  land  office  403:     The 
issuing  of  patents  suspended 
422:       County  courts  in  the 
Kentucky  country  atnliorised 
to  direct  surveys  to  poof  per- 
sons, actual  settlers,  not  ex- 
ceeding 400  acres  to  afami- 
ly  431 :    Allowanoes  to  oMn- 
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mis^toners  for  adjusting  titles 
to  lands  encreased  436:  Tax 
on  suitors  encreased  436 :^«- 
Couuty  courts  in  district  of 
Kentucky  authorised  to  hear 
and  determine  land  claims, 
le(\  unfinislied  by  .  commis- 
sioners 436:  Register  to  is- 
sue grants  thereon  437:  Re^ 
gister  of  the  land  office  to  ap- 
point a  deputy  to  reside  in 
theJKentucky  country  445: — 
His  duties  445:  Charles  Car- 
ter, esq.  the  surviving  trustee 
of  William  Byrd,  esq.  autho- 
rised to  convey  lots  and  lands 
held  under  Byrd's  lottery  &; 
a  deed  of  trust  446:  Further 
tract  of  territory  allotted  to 
officers  and  soldiers  in  lieu  of 
that  fallen  into  North  Caro- 
lina 465:  When  h  how  their 
lands  may  be  surveyed  460: 
State  troops,  as  to  land  boun- 
ty, made  equal  to  continen- 
tals 467:  Certain  lands  where- 
of .Burgess  Ball  is  seized  as 
tenant  for  life,  vested  in  trus- 
tees to  be  sold,  and  the  mo-^ 
.nies  laid  out  in  other  lands 
470:  Power  of  commissioners 
for  adjusting  claims  to  lands 
further  continued  484:  Fur- 
ther time  to  obtain  warrants 
upon  certificates  for  pre-emp- 
tion rights,  and  enter  them 
with  the  surveyor  484:  Al- 
lowance to  commissioners  h 
attending  officers  484:  Tax 
on  litigants  485:  County 
courts  to  bear  and  determine 
disputes  in  surveying  pre- 
emption rights  485;  Within 
what  time  military  warrants 
to  be  located  485:  Military 
Vol,  X.  D  4 


warrants  under  former  go- 
vernment 486:  When  surveys 
shall  be  made  of  lands  on  the 
eastern  waters  486:  Orders 
of  council  for  land  on  the 
eastern  waters  to  be  valid 
486:  Patents  to  issue  as  usual 
notwithstanding  the  act  of 
aiay  1781,  chap.  9,  487.— 
Register  to  allow  five  months 
for  the  late  occlusion  of  the 
courts  487:  Not  necessary  to 
exchange  warrants  for  mill* 
tary  service  last  war  487:— 
Henry  McCabe  authorised  to 
sell  certain  lands  in  LioudooQ 
and  lots  in  Leesburg  fot  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  his  father 
Henry  McCabe,  dec'd.  488. 
Lands  and  lou  to  be  valued, 
for  taxation,  without  regard 
to  buildings  502.  Rules  of 
October  1777,  chap.  2,  to  be 
observed  502.  Penalty  on 
proprietors  failing  to  give  ac* 
count  of  lands  502.  Com» 
raissioners  duty  in  returning 
list  of  lands  to  the  clerk  503. 
And  duty  of  clerks  therein 
503.  Directions  in  case  of 
lands  distrained  507.  Tax  on 
patenu  510.  Lands,  &c. 
seized  for  taxes,  not  to  be 
sold,  if  they  will  not  bring 
three  fourths  of  their  value 
516.  Resolution  extending 
bounty  in  lands  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  539. 
LAND-TAX, 
How  lands  assessed  for  taxes  10, 
502.  Commissioners  b  as- 
sessors to  meet  and  class  the 
lands  242.  Lands  and  lots  to 
be  valued  without  regard  to 
buildings  502.      Pemhy  m 
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proprietors  failing  to  give  ac- 
count of  lands  502.  Duty  of 
commissioners  and  clerk  503. 
Tax  on  land#  504.  How  dis- 
trained and  sold  for  taxes 
507,516.  Tax  on  patents  510. 
LAND  WARRANTS. 

How  obtained^  located  &;  execu- 
ted 52.  Exchange  warrants 
52.  New  warrants  when  lost 
by  caveat  59.  Assignable  60. 
Stealing  or  forging  land  war- 
rant felony  without  clergy 
65.  Certain  certificates  recei- 
vable in  payment  for  treasury 
land  warrants  148.  Loan  of- 
fice certificates  with  hiterest 
.receivable  for  waste  lands 
148.  Penalty  for  opposing 
execution  of  treasury  land 
warrants  162.  Lost  warrants, 
how  renewed  240.  Price  rais- 
.  cd  248.  Paper  money  recei- 
vable for  land  warrants  457. 
LAPSED  LAND. 

Petitions  for  lapsed  land  abol- 
ished 65. 

LARCENY. 

Stealing  land-warrant,  felony 
without  clergy  65.  So,  as  to 
certain  warrants,  certificates, 
bills  of  credit,  treasury  notes, 
Ssc.  93. 

LAWS. 

By  what  laws  court  of  admiral- 
ty governed  98.  Provision 
where  regulations  of  con- 
gress conflict  with  laws  of 
state  98. 

LEAD  MINES. 

liead  mines    the    property    of 
John  and  Mead  Anderson,  to 
•  be  assessed  for  taxes,  accord- 
ing to  the  value  of  the  soil 
only  193. 


LEGIONS. 

Two  legions  to  be  raised  39f , 
Number,    officers    and    stafi* 

391.  Pay  and  emoluments 

392.  Exempted  from  drafts 
410.  Term  of  service  411. 

LEXINGTON. 

Boundaries  of  parishes  of  Am- 
herst and  Lexington,  in  the 
county  of  Amherst  altered 
369. 

LIBEL. 

In  court  of  admiralty,  rtiles  for 
filing  100. 

LICENCE. 

Marriage  licence  or  publication 
of  banns  necessary,  except 
between  quakers  and  tneno- 
nists  362. 

LIMITATION. 

Limitation  of  sections  on  stor*? 
accounts  1B3.  Delivery  of  ar- 
ticles to  be  dated  133.  Pen- 
ally for  post-dating  133.- — 
When  limitation  to  commence 
134.  Courts  and  juries  ex  of- 
ficio to  take  notice  of  ibis  act 
134.  Time  taken  out  of  act 
of  limitations  423. 
LINCOLN. 

County,  formed  from  Kentncky 
315.  Boundaries  315^  Court 
days  315. 

LIQUORS. 

Duty  on  liquors  foreign  &  do- 
mestic 168.  Mode  of  collec- 
tion 169.  Tax  on  liquors  im- 
ported  283.  Regulations  Ibr 
collecting  283.  Duty  on  spi- 
rits and  wine  511.  How  casks 
entered  512. 

LOAN. 

Treasurer  authorised  to  borrow 
money,  tobacco,  hemp  or 
flour  48L    Interest  at  6  per 
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cent  on  commodities,  and  100 
for  90  on  money  481.       Re- 
ceipts receivable  in  taxes,  at 
their  nominal  amount  482. 
LOAN  OFFICE. 

Commissioner  of  loans  to  re- 
move his  office  to  Richmond 
309.  Vacancy  in  office,  how 
supplied  309.  Loan  office 
certi6cates,  for  paper  money 
called  in,  to  beflelivered  by 
the  treasurer,  at  the  rate  of 
one  for  a  thousand  456. — 
When  redeemable  456.  In- 
terest payable  annually  456. 
Payments  on  certificates  to 
be  endorsed  457,  Transfer- 
rable  by  assignment  only  457. 
LOCATIONS. 

Of  lands,  how  to  be  made  54. 
Time  for  surveying,  when  ap- 
pointed 64.  No  entry  admit- 
ted without  a  warrant,  ex- 
cept for  settlement  rights  64. 
Certain  tracts  of  country  ex- 
cepted from  location  54.  How 
chief  surveyor  may  locate  his 
own  lands  56.  Notice  of  sur- 
vey, how  given  58.  How  sur- 
veys ex^uied  56,57.  Within 
what  time  military  warrants 
to  be  located  485. 
LOOK-OUTS. 

Pay  of  look-oots  86. 

LOTTERIES. 

Penalty  for  instituting  a  lottery 
206.  Charles  Carter,  esq.  the 
surviving  trustee  of  William 
Byrd,  esq.  authorised  to  con- 
vey lots  and  lands  held  under 
Byrd's  lottery  and  a  deed  of 
trust  446. 

LOUISVILLE. 

fown  of  Louisville,  at  the  falls 
of  the  Ohioi   in  Kentucky 


county  established  293. 
LUNATICS. 

Act  providing  for  support  of 
idiots  and  lunatics  further 
continued  204,424.  Further 
allowance  for  support  of  pa- 
tients 204. 
MABRY,  HINCHIA 

Kitt,  a  slave,  the  property  of 
Hinchia  M  abry,  emancipated 
for  his  meritorious  services  in 
discovering  counterfeiters  of 
paper  money  115. 
McCABE,  HENRY 

Henry  McCabe  authorised  to 
sell  certain  lands,  in  Lou- 
doun, and  lots  in  Leesburg^ 
for  payment  of  the  debts  of 
his  father  Henry  McCabe, 
dec'd.  488. 
McKENZIE,  ROBERT  . 

Lands  of,  in  Kentucky  county, 
escheated  to  commonwealth, 
vested  in  trustees  for  a  public 
school  288. 
McKlE,  ALEXANDER 

Lands  of,  in  Kentucky  county, 
escheated  to  commonwealth-, 
vested  in  trustees  lor  a  public 
school  288. 

M*PHERSON  ARCHIBALD 

Charitable  donation  of  Archi- 
bald McPherson,  to  trustees 
of  Fredericksburg,  transfer* 
red  to  the  corporation  442. 
MAGAZINES. 

Laboratory  and  magazines  to 
be  provided  302.      Lands^ 
how  acquired  302. 
MAGISTRATES. 

Jurisdiction  of,  extended  iq  a 
ratio  with  the  depreciation  of 
paper  money  352. 
MAINPRIZE. 

Disaffected  persons  confined  by 
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order  of  executive  not  to  be , 

^  ^t  at  liberty  by  bail,   main- 

>    prize,  or  habeas  corpus  414. 
MANUMISSION. 

$ee  Smancipoiion. 

MARINES. 

AchUtioBal  bounties  to  marines 
23.*  Land  bounty  24.    Pen- 

•  .SAons24.  ExemptioD  from 
personal  taxes  24.  Goods  at 
stipulated  prices  24.  Bounty 
to  mariners  for  protection  of 
eastern  frontier  298*  Major 
of  marines,  how  appointed 
313.  Entitled  to  same  pay, 
fee.  as  hi  land  service  4C7. 
MARINE  HOSPITAL. 

Bospital  for  seamen  ei^tablislied 
by  a  duty  on  seamen  385. — 
Where  situated  386. 
MARKET. 

Mirket  days  in  Alexandria  and 
Winchester"  175.  Market  in 
Richmond,  located  below 
Sheckoe  hill  317.  Market- 
days  in  Fredericksburg  441, 
MARRIAGE. 

Who  may  celebrate  the  rites  of 
matrimony  361.  Former 
marriages  by  dissenting  min- 
isters confirmed  361.  Excep- 
tion in  case  of  incest  362. — 
No  marriage  (except  between 
quakers  and  roenonists)  bu^ 
on  licence  or  publication  of 
banns  362.  Penalty  362.— 
Fees  362.  Certificates  of 
'tnarriage  to^  be  returned  to 
clerk  of  court  and  recorded 
S6S.  Penalty  on  ministers  or 
clerk  of  quaker  society  fail- 

-  ing  to  transmit  certificate 
S6S.  County  courts  to  licence 
dissenting  ministers  to  m^rry. 


not  exceeding  four   ofi  wje 
sect  4t>il. 
MARRIAGE  LICENSES: 

Tax  on  marriage  liceuset  244. 
MARSHAL. 

Ju  court  of  admiralty,  boiit -ap- 
pointed 99.    Tenure  of  office 
99.  His  fees  232. 
MARSHES. 

Swamps,  marshes  and  smJ^d 
grounds,  pre-empUoo  -o^  in 
owners  of  contiguous  high 
1  ands  6 1 .  How  grants^  4br, 
obtained  62. 

MARTIAL  LAW. 

In  caiie  of  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion, those  who  act  as  guides 
or  spies,  or  furnish  the  ene- 
my with  provisions,  or  en- 
courage desertion,  or  dissuade 
the  militia  from  oppo^tig  the 
enemy,  or  give  the  enemy  tq- 
lelligence,  or  aid  or  conlfort 
the  enemy,  declared  subject 
to  martial  law  311.  How  tri- 
ed 311.  Sentence  not  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  «ttfil 
.  approved  by  the  governor  &£ 
.  council  311..  Articles!  of  war 
to  be  published  3U.  Marfial 
law  da^bred  wiifiuL-fweiity 
miles  of  the  Ameidean  army, 
or  the  enemy's  camp  411, 
MARYLAND. 

When  articles  of  confederation 
ratified  by  Maryianc)  &46. — 
Declaration  of  Marylatifl,  on 
the  subject  of  the  western  ter- 
ritories 549.  Instruciionsof 
the  general  assembly  of  Ma- 
ryland to  her^dele^Ucf  in 
congress  553.  /  •  - 
MEACOM^JOHK  . 

Money  arising  flfilm  adesof  es- 
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late  of  John  Meacom,  which 
was  forfeited  and  paid  into 
the  treasury,  on  hi^  convic- 
tion and  execution  for  the 
murder  of  one  of  his  own 
slaves,  directed  to  be  repaid 
to  his  widow  and  children 
350. 

MENONISTS. 

Quakers  or  menonists  drafted, 
exempted  from  personal  ser- 
vice, but  a  substitute  to  be 

*  {»t>vided  at  the  expense  of 
the  society  261, 314,334,417. 
M^y  ra^rry  without  licence 
or  publication  of  bantis  362, 
MIUTARY  AGENTS. 

Military  agents  to  be  appointed 

.   71«  Their  duty  and  compen- 

»  sation  71. 

MILITARY  STORES. 

One  of  the  members    of   the 
'  board  of  war,  to  be  inspector 
.  of  military  scores  and  provi- 
sions 198. 

MILITARY  WARRANTS. 

Wiihm  what  time  military  war- 
rants to  be  located  485.  Mi- 
litary warrants  under  the  for- 
mer government  485.  Not 
necessary  to  exchange  war- 
rants for  military  service  last 
war  487.' 

MILITIA. 

One  25th  man  of  militia  to  be 
drafted  for  eighteen  months 
$2.  Gepera)  musters,  twice  a 
,  y«ar  83.  Courts  martial  83. 
Fines  on  officers  ts  soldieri 
83.  Disobedience  how  pun-* 
ishable  83.  Misbehaviour  in 
bye-standers  and  others  84. 
Officers  refusing  to  march  84. 
Pay  of  scouts  85.  Serjeant  of  I 
IVilliamsburg  the  same  pow*  I 


er  to  distrain  as  sheriffs*  85. 
Drivere  of  waggons,  in  con- 
tinental service  exempted 
from  militia  duty  177.  Mili- 
tia ordered  to  relief  of  Sotith 
Carolina  214*  Militia  embo- 
died for  relief  of  214.  Place 
of  rendezvous  222.  Howor- 
ganiied  222.  Discretionary 
powders  given  to  the  general 
222.  Pay,  rations,  be.  of  the 
militia  called  into  service  223. 
Troop  of  cavalry,  how  form- 
ed 223.  Horses,  how  furnish- 
ed 224.     Waggons  provided 

224.  Pay  for  waggons  224. 
Bounty  224.  Money  advan- 
ced 224.  Officers  io  allot  ifie 
militia  for  service  225.  Fines 
on  officers  and  privates  for 
various  delinquencies  225. — 
Refusing  to  march  225.  Mu- 
tiny and  desertion  225.  Pro- 
vision fo^  families  of  poor 
persons   called   into    service 

225.  Governor  or  command- 
ing general  to  direct  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  militia  ordered 
to  the  relief  of  South  Caroli- 
na 229.  One  15th  man  of  the 
militia  to  be  (brnished  for  the 
continental  army  258.  Mili- 
tia to  be  laid  off  into  divi- 
sions and  each  division  to  re- 
cruit a  man  258.  If  not  re- 
cruited in  30  days  to  be  draft- 
ed 259.  Term  of  service  259. 
Substitutes  admitted  259. — 
Bounty  260.  A  division  or 
draft  producing  a  deserter  re- 
lieved from  service  261.  Act 
exempting  millers  and  per- 
sons employed  hi  iron  works 
(except  for  the  public)  from 
militia  duty  repealed  262. — 
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No  two  inspectors  of  tobacco 
at  the  same  warehoujie  to 
perform  militia  duty  at  the 
same  time  276.  The  one  to 
perform,  to  be  derided  by  lot 
276.  Militia  of  certain  coon- 
ties  called  out  f^r  defence  of 
eastern  frontier  296.  Gover- 
nor and  council  empowered 
to  ca:t)  out  militia  and  appoint 
officers  of  experience  310:-^ 
To  march  the  militia  out  of 
the  stale  310:  Rendezvous  of 
militia  313.  Subject  to  conti- 
nental articles  of  war  314.' — 
To  be  tried  by  militia  officers 
only  314.  Quakers  &  meno- 
nisis,  on  what  ternrs  exempt- 
ed 314:  Pcreon  enlisting  a 
soldier  for  the  war  exempted 
from  all. further  drafts  or  cni- 
]hm  duty  337:  Tax  on  mili- 
tia in  Tictual  service  suspend- 
ed 395:  Act  for  ascertaining 
number  of  militia  in  the  state 
396:  Returns  of  strength  of 
militia  to  b6  forthwith  made 
•390:  Penalty  on  officers  for 
neglect  396:  Artificers  em- 
ployed at  iron  works  exempt- 
ed from  militia  duty  397:  Act 
contintied  425,444:  Gover- 
nor and  council  may  order 
out  particular  officers  to  com- 
mand the  militia  414:  Per- 
sons opposing  the  laws  for 
calling  out  military  force, 
declared  civilly  dead  414: 
Militia  in  acthal  service  sub- 
ject to  articles  of  war  4 1 6: — 
FaHing  to  appear  at  rendez- 
vous when  ordered  to  march, 
or  find  a  substitute,  declared 
a  regular  soldier  for  6  months 
417:    Rul06  as  to  substitutes 


417:"  Qualiers  or  menonikts 
not  compelled  personally  .  to 
serve,  but  a  substitute  provi- 
ded at  expense  of  society  417: 
Penalty  on  militia  deserting 
418:  Wlilitia  officers,  how  ar- 
rested and  tried  419:  Pay  of 
militia,  when  in  actual  sei^vice 
419:  Their  certificates  re- 
ceivable in  taxes  419:  Death 
to  counterfeit  them  420:  l*our 
of  duty,  what  420:  Further 
encouragement  to  apprehend 
deserters  420:  Cojirts  to  no- 
minate militia  officers  without 
regard  to  seniority  420: — 
Fines  eiicreased  421:  New 
draft  of  militia,  in  what  cases 
421:  Pay  of  militia  hereto- 
fore called  into  service,  how 
regulated  483: 

MILLERS. 

Act  exempting^ millers  and  per- 
sons employed  at  iron  works 
(except  for  the  pubPic)  re* 
pealed  262; 

MINES. 

Reservations  of  royal  mines,  in 
grants,  abolished  64: 
MINISTERS. 

Salaries  of  ministers  of,  church 
of  England  further  suspended 
111:  All  acts  providing  sala- 
ries for  nMnist^rs  repealed 
197:  Vestries  authorisedta' 
levy  and  make  asse$sji|[ents 
for  salaries  in  arrear,  for 
complying  with  legal  engage- 
ments, and'  for  providing  for 
parish  poor  l98: 

misdemeanor: 

See  Torits. 

Certain  crimes  injurious  io  t|)e 
independence  of  Aini^ca, 
but  less  than  treason^  declared 
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i^isdemeanor,  puoUhable  )3y 
tine  and  imprisonment  268, 
269: 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Resolutions  on   the  subject  of 
the    navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi  537,  538: 
MONEY, 

Sec  Paper-Money. 

Tax  on  money  12,  189,  244.— 
Treasurer  auUiorised  to  bor- 
row money,,  tobacco,  hemp, 
or  flour  481:  Interest  at  six 
per  cent  on  commodities,  ^ 
100  for  90  on  money  481:— 
Receipts  receivable  in  taxes, 
at  their  nominal  amount  482: 
Provision  for  paying  duties 
in  imported  money  515: 
ftlONONGAUA. 

Part  of  the  county  of  Augusta 
added  to  Monongalia  114:—^ 
Anoiher  part  of  Augusta  ad- 
ded to  Monongalia  351: 

MONSTRANS  DE  DROIT. 

To  inquisition  of  escheat,  how 
to  be  heard  116:       Mode  of 
proceeding  thereon  153: 
MOTIONS. 

Remedy  against  sheriffs  by  mo* 
tion  172,200,507: 
MUSTERS. 

Geaeral  musters  of  militia,  twice 
a  year  83: 

MUTINY. 

Mutiny  and  desertion,  how  pun* 
ishable  225,  334:  Power  of 
executive  to  call  out  military 
force  to  suppress  mutiny  or 
resistance  to  the  laws  for  re- 
cruiting this  states  quota  of 
troops  for  the  continental  ar- 
ray 387:  Persons  opposing 
the  laws  for  caliiDg  out  mili* 


tary   foree,  declared   civilly 
dead  414: 

NANSEMOND. 

Justices  of  Nansemond  Authori- 
sed  to  appoint  a  pkce   for 
holding  courts;  the  town  of 
•  Suffolk  having  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  1 10. 
NAVAL  OFFICERS. 

Act  appointing  naval  officers, 
further  continued  122,304: — 
Tlieir  fees  122:  Fees  and 
bonds  altered  304,305i  Mas- 
ters of  vessels,  when  to  report 
122:  Navat  officer  of  district 
of  south  Potowraack'  to  ap- 
point a  dejDuty  to  reside  at  A- 
lexandria  208;  Duty  of  na- 
val officers  in  relation  to  de- 
serters 2S5:  Naval  officers' 
lees  encreased,  and  payable 
in  specie  479:  Bonds  to  he 
taken  by  naval  officers  alter- 
ed 479.  Bond  and  pei^alty  in 

.  specie  480:  When  masters  of 
vessels  to  make  *  report  and 
entry  480:  Forfeitures,  for 
breach  480:  Naval  officers  to 
reside  within  their  districts 
480:  Naval  officers  to  receive 
tlie  duties  in  their  districts 
500:  Goods  imported  by 
land  to  be  entered  with  the 
sheriffs  £00: 

NAVY. 

Commissioner  of  navy  appoint- 
ed by  board  of  war  18:  Act 
to  enable  governor  and  coun- 
cil to  supply  armies  apd  na- 
vies of  United  States  fc  their 
allies  with  grain  and  flour 
further  continued  107,  142^ 
426:  Navy  board  discontin- 
ued 123:    New  organi^sation 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6Sii 


Hi 


JJ^DEX. 


»- 


oTihe  navy  217:  CertAin  §pe- 
Vified  vessels  to  be  sold  217: 
Proviso  217:  Certain  speci- 
fied vessels  to  be  retained  217: 
Prison  ship,  and  l/oats  217: 
Salary  of  commissioner  of 
the  navy  rated  in  tobacco  278: 
Value  of  tobacco,  in  money, 
how  estimated  278:  Commis- 
sioner of  the  navy  appointed 
on  the  abolition  of  the  hoards 
of  war  and  trade  292:  Navy 
to  be  equipped  and  manned 
for  protection  of  eastern  fron- 
tier 297:  Naval  force  to  be 
fitted  out  for  the  defence  of 
the  eastern  frontier  379:  Im- 
pressment of  seamen  authori- 
sed under  certain  restrictions 
380:  Pay  of  seamen  380.  Of- 
ficers and  seamen  entitled  to 

*  ihe  whrole  of  atiy  prize  taken  { 
381:  Clothing  and  necessa- 
ries, how  pfovided  SSI:  Pay 
of  officers  and  staff  381:— 
Duties  oil  goods  imported  to 
support  tlie  navy  982:    How 

*  collected  383:  EncotSirage- 
meiit  to  masters  of  vessels  to 
make  a  true  entry  384:  Re- 
gulations of  congress  adopt- 
ed for  trial  of  offences  384: 
Allowance  of  pay  master  384: 
Two  gal  lies  to  be  built  on 
the  same  construction  as  those 

'  at  Philadelphia  385:  Courts 
«»ha!l  bind  out  at  least  half 
their  male  orphans  to  the  sea 

'  385?  Hospital  for  seamen 
established,  by  a  duty  on  ma- 
nners 383:  Where  hospital 
j;!tiTated  388:  Officers  of  na- 
vy reduced  4S0:  But  officers 

*  for  look-out  boat  liberty  re- 
tbSited  450:  Stdffof  navy  dis- 


charged  45(h  EiecatWe  au- 
thorised to  fit  out  a  naval 
forr.e  of  four  gallm  468^- 
Officers  and  men  of  Mty  t«- 
titled  to  same  pay,  &c.  a» io 

■  land  service  467: 
NED. 

Ned  a  slave  the  property  of 
Henry  Delony  emaucipated 
372:  .^    I  • 

NELSON,  THOMAS  JK 

Thomas  Nelson,  pan.  esq.  lite 
governor,  havmg  bfrt  <ro«|- 
pelled'from  necessity,  to  per- 
form many  acfe  of  govertt- 
ment\  without  advice  rftotm- 
cil,  such  acts  legalised,'  and 
he  {bllv  indemnified  4*78. 
NEW  YORK. 

Act  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  to  facilitate  tbef  cotn- 
pletion  of  the  arihska  <if  con- 
federadoni)y  a  cession  of  her 
western  territory  560. 
NONJURORS. 

AcU  imposing  treble  tnesroD 
persons  refasing  to  tAe  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  repeated 
1»4. 

NORFOLK. 

Lots  in  Norfolk  and  SWfolk, 
the  hoases.  on  Wfilch  have 
been  burnt  by  the  ctfemy,  ex- 
empted from  X9:tH  190.  Lots 
in  Norfcrtk,  Pbrtsmoutb  and 
Suffolk,  the  hoases  and  im- 
provements on  which  have 
been  either  burnt  by  the  act 
of  convention  of  1776,  or  by 
tbe  British  array  since,  tx* 
empted  from  faxes  S^. 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Resolution  respecting  daSrivantS 
to  lands,  affect^  fey  r^Ahig 
the  boundary  line    beMreea 
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tf(^  CaH^inari^nd  V'irffHHa 
-S41.  Representation  to  North 
CaroKoa, '  ou  the  &ubJ4»ct  of 
Utl^  to  fand,  which  may  fall 
iBlp  tliAt  state,  by  the  exten- 
sion of  the  boundary  line 
543. 
NORTHERN  NECK- 

Duty  of  escheaiors,  in  nol'thern 
neck,  to  be  performed  by 
sberifit  69.      Northern  neck 

.  Q^cepted  out  of  act  for  ap- 
povitment  qf  esch^ators  115. 

North  WesxkrJi  TjsBiuroKT. 

Papers  relating  to  the  cession 
of  the  north  western  terTilory 

■  547.  Letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  congress  to  the  seve- 
ral states  548.  -  Declaration 

..  of  iVfarylaud  549.  Instruct 
t^ons  of  the  general  assembly 
of  IVIaryland  to  her  delegates 
in  congress  553.  ^Resion- 
strance  of  Virginia  ,557.  Act 
of  the  legislature  of  New 
Xork560.  Resolution  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  ceding   her  north 

S  j^estern  territory  564. 
OATHS. 

Oath  of  fidelity,  forra  of  22«— 
Qatb  of  governor  22.  Ofpri- 

,  vy  councillor  22.  Oath  of  a- 
ny  other  23.  Solemnities  and 
form,  instie^d  of  oaths  28. — 

•  Oath  of  judges  ol'  court  of 
appeals  90.  Of  court  of  ad- 
foiraUy  98.  Oath  of-delegates 
to  congress  not  to  engage  in 

/  trade  113.  Oath  of  commis-. 
sioners  of  tax  and  assessors 
242,243.  Of  sheriffs  as  to 
taxes  collected  255.   Oath  of 

«  quarter  master  and  commis* 
saries  as  to  Application  of 
public  money  confided  to 
Vol,  3l  E  4 


them  356.  Oatbofinspcotftn 
of  floor  497.     Oath  of  co»- 
missioners  of  tax  501,         . 
OATS. 

Tax,  payable  in  oats.490.      J 
OFFICERS. 

Half  pay  for  life  promised  to 
officers  who  contmue  in  ser« 
vice  till  tlie  end  of  the  war 

*  25.  Recruiting  officers,  how 
appointed  25.  Theirpowers, 
Wkiy  and  compensatioin  25. 
Locations,  by  officeca  and 
sokiiers,  on  tends  of  settlers, 
void  41.  Resolutions  reserv- 
ing lands  for  officers  and  sol- 
diers 55,  riQU.  Act  for  more 
effectually  supplying  them 
with  articles  for  their  comfor- 
table accommodation  71.— 
Officer  of  militia  refusing  to 
march,  to  serve  as  a. soldier 
for  6  months  84.  Officers  & 
soldiers,  in  service,  allowed 
further  time,  to  prove,  their 
claims  for  settlement  rights  & 
improvements  on  lands  132. 
Penalty  on  settlers  not  remo- 
ving from  lands  reserved  Xor 
officers  and  soldiers  159.— 
Proportions  of  land  bounty 
to  officers  and .  soldiers  l^O. 
Rights  of  those  slain  or  dy« 
ing  in  service  devolve  on  their 
l^ejrs  or  legal  representatives 
161.  ContinenlAl  officers  of 
this  state  to  be  reduced  373. 
Officers  to  supply,  themselves 
with  clothing  374.  Thqirpay 
and  rations  to  be  made  equal 
to  specie  374.  Haljf  pay  to 
widows  and  children  #f  offi- 
cer&dying  in  service  374.— 
Paid  by  scale  of  deprec^itioQ 
374.  Officers  to  |Mive  half  pay 
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'  &r  life  SY4.  Und  boMty  to  | 
general  officers  375,  Bounty 
in  lands  encreased  to  other  ' 
officers  yiJB.  Legal  represen- 
tatives entitled  to  bounty  375. 
Governor  and  council  may 
order  0Ot  particular  officers 
to  caonmand  the  militia  414. 
Militia  4)fficers,  how  arretted 
and  tried  410.  Courts  to  nom* 

,  iaate  nUitia  officers,  without 
negaid  to  seniority  420.  pf- 
ficera    appoibted    to    recruit 

.  men  ibr  two  years  or  the  war 
483^  .  Recruiting  expenses, 
horw  pud  434.  Bounty  ^nd 
imnonities  434«      Officers  of 

I  state  ;)ine  reduced  449.     R^ 

'  ^meals  consolidated  449. — 

-  Officers  of  navy  reduced  450. 
•  From  what  time  pay  of  offi- 
.  cers  of  Virginia  line  on  con- 

*  tinemal  establishment  made 
^  «qual  to  specie  462.  Auditors 
.  19  adjust  their  accounts,  ac- 
'  ^^dfiritng  to  a  scale  of  depre- 

<datiott,  and  give  printed  cer- 
tiicales  payable  with  interest 
462.  Also  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers dead  4*2.  Or  out  of 
Ae  service  for  the  time  they 

-  «rved  463.  Auditors  to  re- 
^   tnrci  a  list  of  certificates  to 

treasurer  463.  Advance  to 
'^-officers  463.  Future  pay  in 
specie  463.  Officers  to  ac- 
count for  money  advanced 
•463.  Jn  what  jnanner  464. 
And  for  clothing  464.  Certi- 
Soates  lo  be  received  on  sales 
«f  fot<Kled  esutes  464.      If 

*  sales  paid  for  in  specie,  that 

*  -ta  be  reserved  /or  redeeming 
'•-<!ert^oatee464..  Scale  of  de- 
preciation 465.  Further  tract 


of  territory  r««rv€d  ^Jlp 
officers  and  soldiers,  in  ma 
of  that  fallen  into  North  da- 
rolina  4611.  When  and  liow 
their  lands  may  be  sorvejed 
466-  .  Return  to  be  madiPof 
state  officers  and  their  merits 

466.  Their  pay  and  snbs&t- 
encc  to  be  made  equal  to  con- 
tinentals 467.  AlsodieirboiQ[n- 
ty  in  land  to  be  surveytid  as 
the  regulars  467.  tJatvdry 
the  same  advantages  as  In- 
f^ntrj'  467.  Officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  navy,  same  as  in 
lan<^  service  467.  Tgbaccc 
received  for  sales  of  confisca- 
ted estates,  lo  be  sold  and  the 
money  to  redeem  certificates 

467.  'Within  what  time  mili- 
tary warrants  to  be  located 
485.  Resolution  extending 
land  bounty  to  certain  officers 
and  soldiers  539. 

OHIO.  '- 

Settlensents  on  north  west  side 
of  the  Ohio  reprobated  and 
prohibited  161.  Settlers  may 
be  removed  by  military  force 
161.  Exceptions  161. 

ORDERS.   ^^'^ 

Orders  of  court,  desrroyed  by 
the  enemy,  in  office  of  county 
courts,  attested  copies  to  be 
again  recorded  453.  How  far 
evidence  463. 
OBPERS  OF  C0UN0I5L 

See  Council. 

Orders  of  cpundl  for  lands  36, 
38,42,48,179,486. 
ORDINARIES. 

Further  penalty  for  keeping  <>r* 
dinary  contrary  to  1>V  tif. 
Oifenders  twice  ccmvfeted 
may  be   comimtted   I4E^«— 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ikbEX. 


pj 


%%» 


jQrand  Juries  to  be  charged 
145;  Prosecutions  io  be  tried 
Sf^eedliy  and  may  be  ordered 
t^  jiillices  145.  May  be 
'.  hottod  to  the  behavior  or 
jcomiQitted  146.  Proviso  in 
iavour  of  brewers  and  distil- 
lers 146,  Liquors,  &€.  may 
be  rated  twice  a  year  146. — 
Table  of  rates  to  be  set  up  in 
ordinaries  147.     Penalty  for 

,  ocnlssion^or  for  exceeding  le- 
gal rates  147.  Tax  on  ordi- 
uary  licenses  189,244,«04.— 
Penalty  on  tavern-keepers 
permitting  gaming  in  their 
houses  206. 

.      ORPHANS, 

CottrtCi,  below  the  falls  of  the 
rivers,  to  bind  out  at  least  one 
balf  their  male  orphans  to  the 
S8PL385. 

OVERSEERS. 

Of  roads— See  Roads.  Of  the 
poor — See  Poor. 

OvEESESRS  OF  THE  PoOR. 

vestries  in  several  counties  dis- 
solved, and  overseers  of  the 
poor  to  be  elected  for  three 
years  2^8.  Overseers  to  be  a 
body.j)olitic  ^and  corporate, 
an^  succeed  to  the  powers  6s 
duties  of  vestries  and  church* 
wardens  289,  Vacancies  how 
supplied  289.  Elections  how 
made  289.  Penalty  on  sher- 
iffs failing  to  hold  elections 

'.  triennially  290.  Former  ves- 
tries to  account  with  overseers 
290. 

PALACE. 

JPalace  iii  Williamsburg  to  be 
sold»  in  the  event  timt  taxes 
j^rove  unproductive  285. 


PAPER-MONEY.     : 

Receipts  for  certain  emi^ons 
called  in,  receivable  in  taxes 
13.  Further  emission  aatlior- 
Ised  31.  Stealings  taking  by 
robbery,  forging  «r  counter- 
feiting, dedth  without  eletfgy 
93.  Having  in  posses^tt  in- 
struments for  forging  or  coan- 
terfeiting  94.  oSenders,  bow 
proceeded  against  95.  Per- 
sons suspected  of  having  forg- 
ed or  counterfeited  notes,,  how 
apprehended  96.  So  much  of 
an  act  as  imposes  a  pMalty 
for  asking  more  for  any  arti- 
cle in  paper  money,  than  in 
gold  or  silver,  repealed  125. 
State's  quota  of  eontiaeatal 
money  and  all  stale  parper 
money  to  be  called  in  b  de- 
stroyed 241.  Taxes  applica- 
ble thereto  242—248.  The 
money  called  in' to  be  burnt 

^248.  Newemisaioitofptfper 
money  248.  When  redeema- 
ble 248.  Interest  to  be  paid 
annually  248.  Restraint  in 
issuing  the  bills  £48.  Previ- 
sion for  redemption  of  biHs 
248.  Forging  or  couoterfeit- 
ing  how  punishable  254.— 
Treasurer  constituted  jfidge 
of  counterfeit  paper  money 
271.  His  power  to  deface 
counterfeit  bills  271.  When 
be  may  call  to  his  assistance 
two  01  the  auditors  S72.^« 
Further  emission  of  pAper 
money  authorised  279.  F^r- 
ty-fbr-one  notes  200.  <  New 
taxes  for  redemption 'Of  notes 
280.  Forging  or  counterfeit* 
ing  death  witwrnt  elergy  288^ 
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Treasarer  to  exchange  paper 
money  321.  Tliis  money  de- 
clared A  tender  at  one  for  for- 
ty 322.  Also  the  money  i^u- 
ed  by  another  act  of  May 
1780,322.  Appropriation  of 
this  money  32^  Furiher  e- 
mission  of  treasitry  notes  or 
paper  money  347.  Onet-for- 
forty  money  348.  Taxe?  for 
it«  redemption  348.  Forging 
or  counterfeiting  deaih  with- 
OJit  clergy  349.  Forging  or 
counterfeiting  paper  money 
•f  this  state  or  of  congress, 
death  without  clergy  397. — 
Al\  paper  money  emitted  by 
this  state,  pr  by  congress  de- 
clared a  legal  tender  398. — 
Further  emission  of  paper 
money  authorised  399.  One- 

,  forrforty  money  399<,  Paper 
money  paid^oto  the  treasury 
to  be  burnt,  except  two  emis- 
sions 400.  Act  of  May  1780, 

.for  caliing  In  this  states  quo- 
ta of  continental  .money. re- 
pealed 412.  Old  money  not 
a  legal  tender  412.  But  re- 
ceivable in  taxes  413.  No 
more  of  tills  money  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  413.  Pa- 
per money  emitted  at  May 
session  1781,  declared  a  legal 
tender  429.  Forging  ^;CQtMn- 

.  terfeiting,  h<>w.  punishable 
429,  Further  emission  of  pa- 
per, money  authorised  430. — 
One^or-forty  ovoney  430. — 
J?fWT  monetf  called  in  find 
no  longer  a  tender^  except 
for  taxes  456.  To  be  return- 
ed io  treasurer  and  destroyed 

:  4$6.  Not  returned,  forfeited 
45$,.    lioan  office  certificates 


for  paper  money -retntne^ito 
be  delivered  by  tfeasurei-jat 
the  rate  of  one  for  a  thouaaind 
456.  When  redeemable  456. 
Interest  payable  annually 
456.  Payments  on  certificales 
to  be  endorsed  457.  Traas- 
ferrable  by  assignment .  only 

..  457.  Paper  money  fecetvabie 
for  land  warrants  457.  -  Cle- 
peal  of  former  laws  457.  Con- 
tracts in  paper  motley ^  to  l>e 
settled  by  a  scalex>f  cteprada- 
tion  471^472.  What  propor- 
tion of  paper  money  receiva- 
ble in  taxes  508. 
PARDON. 

Proclaimed  to  deserters  whore- 
turn  to  their  duty  265.   Pon- 

.  ishment  of  those  who  neglect 
the  ofiered  pardon  266;  Par- 
don granted  to  those,  persons 
in  die  county  of  Heni^,  Ox- 
ford, Pittsylvania,  Boteionrt^ 
Montgomery  .and  Washing- 
ton, who  have  taken  die  oath 
of  allegiance  to  die  Briush 
king,  since  1776,  or  erilisted 
themselves  or  others  in  iiis 
service,  on  their  lakingihe 
oath  of  allegiance  tothj^  com- 
monwealth 324.  JSenefit  of 
this  act  extended  to  certain 
persons  now  in  !the   public 

,  jail  325. 

PARENTS.  , 

Allowance  to  widows  md^aged 

.  parents  of  soldiers  dying,  in 
service  26^ 

PARlSHiES.  . 

Vestry  of  Russell  parish,  in 
cpunty  of  Bedford,  aatbocise^ 
to  sejl  their  glebe  109. -Glebe 
ofpari&h  of  Sl  Ai|ne>  ttfjAJ- 
bemarle,  to  be  Md  and  ibo- 
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:ufy  divkAed  betwet^rt  parishes 

..of  St.  Anne  and   FluvaiMia 

. .  i  i2.    Vesrtries  empowered  to 

l^\y  and  make  assessments 

for  saiaries  of   ministers  of 

.  church  of  EiYgland  in  arrear, 

&r  ibpm plying  with  legal  en- 

gagemjants,  and  providing  for 

Sirtsb  poor  198.    *  jParish  of 
rysdal^    ill    Caroline    and 
}Dii\g  and  Queen  divided,  and 
St.  Aidph  formed  209.  Boun- 
daries 209.      CHebe  of  Drys- 
dale  parish  to  be  sold,  &  mo- 
ney divided  between  parishes 
of  Drysdate  and  St.  Asaph, 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
the  two  <rharches  210.       So 
<  amcb  of  this  last  act  as  directs 
a  vahiation  of  the  churches 
repealed  213.    Vestry  of  Al- 
b^narie  parish  in  county  of 
Sussex  dissolved  366.  Bonn* 
^  daries  of  parishes  of  Amherst 
and  I^xington,  in  the  cofinty 
of  Amherst  altered  369, 
PARUAI^IENT. 
Punishment  of  those  asserting 
that  the  United  States  ought 
'   tabe  dependcint  on  the  crown 
or  pQirliaiaent  of  Great  Bri- 
tian  268. 

PATENTS. 
Form  of  grants  or  patents  60. 
How  executed  and  recorded 
61.      Issued  to  b^irs  and  as- 
^n€es6L  Inclusive  patents, 
.   how  obtained  63.      Patenu 
for  escheated  lands  how  ob- 
'    tained68.      The  issuing  of 
patents  suspended  422.    Pa- 
'    tenti^  to  issue  as  «saa!,  not' 
.    withstanding  the  suspension 
487.    Register  to  allow  five 
inonlhs  for  the  occlasioq  of 


the  courts  487.  Tax  bn'pa- 
tentd  for  land,  exceeding  14D0 
aeres,  except  bounties  to  offi- 
«ers5iO. 

PAt. 

Half  pay;  for  Hfe,  promised  to 
getierals,  field  officers,  cap- 
tains, subalterns,  chaplains/ 
pii3^ician8,  surgeotis,  &  sur- 
geons' mates  25:  Pay  of  mi- 
litia sent  to  Velicf  of  Soiith 
Carotina  223:  Pay  of  officers 
to  be  mkde  equal  to  specie^ 
also  soldiers  pay  374:  Half 
pay  to  widows  and  children 
of  officers  dying  \fi  service 
374:  Half  pay  to  officers  for 
life  ^4:  Pay  of  seamen  380: 
Pay  of  officers  aad  staff  of 
the  navy  381:  Pay  of  militia 
when  in  actual  service  410: 
Their  certificates  receivable 
in  taxes  410:  Pay  of  mifitia 
heretofore  called  into  service 
how  regulated  48$: 

PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 

Paymaster  general  of  army  and 
navy  discharged  450; 
PEGG. 

Pegg  a  mulatto  girl  belonging 
to  Lewis  Dunn  emancipated 
211: 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

A-U  claims  to  land,  within  the 
disputed  territory,  with  Penn- 
sylvania suspended  239:  Pa- 
pers on  the  subject  of  the  dis* 
piHe^  boundary  between 
jPennsylvania  and  Virginia 
519:  Resolutions fori^point* 
lag  commissioners  520:  Cor- 
respondence between  Penn* 
sylvania  and  Virginia  c6ra* 
missioners  521-532;  Argu- 
«ieiit  of  commisstoaefs  for 
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^athern  and  western  boun- 
•'ilaries  of  Pennsylvania  533. 
Ratification  of  agreement  bv 
Pennsylvania  534?  Condi- 
tional ratifics^lion  by  Virgi- 
nia 535: 

PENSIONS. 

Pr(Hnised  to  volunteers  21:   To 
soldiers,  sailors  and  marines 
24:  Pensions  ^payable  in  spe- 
cie 46h 
PETITION  OF  RIGHT. 

To  inquisition  of  escheat,  how 
to  be  heard  lis. 
PITCH. 

Sit  Pork,  Beefl  fyc. 

Act  Tor  inspection  of,  revived 
and  amended  290.  Fees  al- 
tered 290:  Ptoalties  altered 
291. 

PLATS. 

Plats  and  certificates  of  survey, 
whcti  and  hdw  m^de  .57.— 
When  returned  to  land  office 
56.  Assignable  60.  Within 
what  iittie  plats  and  certifi- 
cates may  not  be  delivered 
61.  Farther  time  tttldwed  for 
returning  surveys  and  plats 
237. 

POLL-TAX, 

Pollrtax  on  slaves  12,  166, 244. 
On  free  men  and  slaves,  pay- 

'  able  ingrain  490.      On  free 

'  hien,  payable  in  bacon  490. 

'  Poll-tax,  in  specie  304. 
POOR. 

Parish  poor  provided  for  by  ves- 

*  iry*  •>«  reptal  of  the  act  for 
plyK^Ilt  of  the  salaries  of 
the  cferg^  of  the  chdrcb  of 

'  En^I^nd  198.  '  Vestries  in 
Sifferai  counties  dissolved,  Ss 

'  tiV^seers  of  the  poor  to  be  e- 
lected  for  three  years  288.-— 


Overseers  io.be  a  body  poR- 

tic  and  coi^orate  and  ssc- 

'  ceed  to  the  powers  and  duties 

of  vestries  &  churebwarflens 

880.  Vacancies,  how  sapfdi* 

ed  %9.   Elections  how  made 

280.  Penalty  on  sherift  ftaU 

ing  to  have  elections  trienni- 

ally  290.    Former  ve^triei  to 

account  with  overseen  .-890. 

Pork,  Beef,  Flour,  Tjcr, 

Pitch  fa  TtJRPEiwwK.  ^ 

Act  for  inspection  of  porfc,  beef, 
flour,  tar,  pitch  and  turpen- 
tine revived  8^  ametided  S90. 
Fees  altered  290.  Penalties 
ahl^red  291. 

PORTSMOUTH.  . 

Lots  hi  NorfdHi,  porumovtli,  h 
Suflbfk,  the  bolises  and  im- 
provements on  which  were 
either  burnt  by  act  of  ccoiven- 
tioo  in  1776,  or  \iy  the  Bri- 
tish army  since,  exempiM 
iVora  ta:Katiott  S23. 
POST-DATING^ 

Penalty  for  poi^-dotiiig  etore 
accounts  133. 
^     PRACTICE. 

Rules  of  practice*  in  cmui  of 
admiralty  lOO.    ' 
PRE-EMPTION- 

Pre-emption  aiwl"  settlement 
righutleieed4t;  WarrMfts 
re-entered,  when  41.  Pre- 
emi^tion  warrantit  may  ik  is- 

'  sued  to  actuflj  settlers  on  ere- 

"  dit  if  unable  to  pay  tbe«tate 
price  178.  But  g^railt^  nbt  to 
isdue  until  payraenc  df  the 
purchase  money  178.  ProyS* 
i^  that  this  privikgifr'ihall 
extend  to  actual  setflent  ohl j 
179.  Certificates  for  setfie- 
meat  aod  pre-emption  ri^ts 
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not  to  be  granted,  unless  to 
persons  who  have  lakeA  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  this  state 
]  79.  Except  as  to  inhabitants 
of  disputed  territory  between 
this  state  and  Pennsylvania 
179. .    Fnrtlier  time  to  enter 
warrants  on  preemption  certi- 
ficates with  surveyor  239,484. 
.  Further  time  to  retnrn  pre- 
.  empttoo  certificates,  &  pro- 
,  Yidingin  case  of  their  loss 
239f^3,484.   County  courts 
to  determine  disputes  in  sur^ 
veying   pre^eipption    cenifi- 
>  cates  486. 

PRESS. 
Governor  and  council  authori- 
sed to  establish  a  printing 
press,  with  an  able  editor^ 
.  firmly  attached  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States 
313. 

PRINTER 
fiovemor  b  council  autliorised 
to  employ  an  able  printer, 
firmly  attached  to  the  inde^ 
'     pendence  of  the  United  States 
313; 
PRIVY  COUNCIL.      . 
Sahoy  of  members   of  privy 
council  116.  Salary  of  coun- 
cill6ri,:iil  specie  493. 
PRIZES. 
Officers  and  ^searoen  entitled  to 
the  whole  of  ai)y  priae  taken 
^1.   Congress  ainhorised  to 
*   impose  a  doty  on  goods  and 
priaes  4Q9,  This  act  suspen* 
ded45I. 
.    PROCLAMATIONS. 
Lands  how  acquired  by  36,37. 
What  proclamations  recog- 
9»cd  b  the  land  law  36,37. 


What  proclamations  declared 
void  38.  Rights  to  land,, un- 
der the  proclamation  of  1793, 
bow  authenticated  177.  Re* 
gulatioiis  concerning  war- 
rants for  military  services  un- 
der 240.  Governor  &  council 
may, by  proclamation,  change 
the  time  and  place  of  holding 
courts  407.  Courts  held  un- 
der proclamatioir  not  ope  of 
the  two  for  trial  or  discha^ 
of  criminals  406. 
PROPERTY, 

Personal  property  of  those  join- 
ing the  enemy,  how  secured 
92:  When  dis^posed  of  i^  et- 
cheator  93:  robUc  property 
belonging  to  this  ibtatc,  or 
United  States,  how  recovered 
from  those  who  have  the  on- 
lawful  possession  218. 
PROVISIONS. 

One  of  the  members  of  the 
beard  of  war,  to  be  inspect- 
or of  military  stores  and  pro- 
visions 198.  Commission* 
ers  to  procure  provisions  for 
the  army,  by  piirchase  or  im- 

'  pressment  233:  Stipulated 
prices  234:  Certificates  there- 
for, when  and  where  payabla^ 
234:  In  what  cases  doors  may 
be  broken  235:  Storage  and 
transportation  of  provisionii 
how  provided  for  236:  Forg* 
ing  or  counterfeiting  provi- 
sion certificates,  how  punish- 
able 236:  Power  of  governor 
and  council  to  procure  pro- 
visions, be.  for  the  arasy,  ex- 
tended 312:  Act  for  precor- 
ing  a  supply  of  provisuMu  for 
the  use  of  tlie  ann^  revived 
and  amended  944:  Pnc^or 
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proyisions  346:,  JTuH^er, time 
■    atflowed  for  furnishiug  proyi- 
siious  393. 

PUBLICATION 
In  court  ol  adi^lrs^ij,  rules  con- 
cerning 100. 

PUBLIC  BUILPINGS. 
Crround  in  RicbinpEul  appropri- 
ated for  public  buildings  86: 
Capitol,  for  lUc  General  As- 
sembly 80:     Halls  of  justice 
for  the  courts.86:.    House  for 
executive  boards  86:   Gover- 
nor's house  86:    Directors,  of 
Emblic  buildings  86:    Land/ 
low   acquired  and  paid  for 
87:     Directors  to  make  re- 
turns to  clerk's  office  of  Hejii* 
rico  88:    To  provide  tempo- 
rary  bnildiiigg   88:     Publiq 
buildings  in  Richmond .locat- 
^  oo  Shockoe  hill  317. 
PUBLIC  JAIL. 
Jail  of  Henrico  to  be  enlarged 
and  used  as  public  jail  88. — 
Act  empowering  the  governor 
and  council  to  superintend  & 
regulate   public  jai},  furth«r 
continued  106:      Judges  of 
general  cQjurt  to  have  direc* 
tion  of  public  iail,  and  mak^ 
allowances  to  keeper  157* 
PUBUC  LANDS. 
Public  lands  in  James  City  and 
on  the  Eastern  shqre,  and  cap- 
itol  and  palace  in  Williams- 
burg,   to  be   sold,    if  taxes 
prove  unproductive  285. 
PUBLIC  PROPERTY, 
Artljcles  belonging  to  this  State, 
or  tbe  United  States,  hpw  r^ 
covered  irom  those  who  have 
the  unlawful  possession  218. 
PUBLIC  SQUARE. 
Act  Xsr  locating  public  square. 


and  to  enlati&rtfit^  {Jjfwn  U 
Richmpod  3^7:  CsfMw  and 
public  baildifigs  kic^led  on 
.  Shockpe  hill.  Market. Mt^v 
the  hill  317:  CommislWil^ 
may  vary  tlie  fp.rm  of  the 
square  318:  Irregular  tectt- 
nients,  how  to  be  laid  <^,3l& 

*  Streets  enlarged  318;  Hnu^ 
es  on  streets  to  rem9miSA 
years  318/.  Disc^tiOQiiip 
power  as  to  streets  in  aacoq^} 
in^  and  tr^vi^^ng  ^^  318: 
Ipjury  to  if)dividaial$>  h^w  «§•< 
certained  and  paid  31  g^  ^ ,  .u*-: 
TownWRiclimond  enlarged 
319.  Provision  for  iaifMi^w> 
ing  .  navigation  of  Sbocbpo 
cr^ek  319.  ,    e^  • 

PUBLIC:  STORK  -7^ 
Discontinned,  and  cloUiierigeor 
eral  appoijited  374«     .    , 
QUAKERS^  ■    l'  V 
Quf^l&cir^  or  meaoA)sts  ,4«afbd, 
exempted  from  persa^  aer-^ 
vice,  but  a  substfitocjpt  to  be 
provided  at  the  expen^.^lhe. 
society  2^1,  314,  33li»  ^KL 
May  fparry  without  license  OH; 

*  publication  of  banns  ^§^  . .  ^ 
QUARTER  MASI1?»& 

Oath  of  quarter  masters  and 
commissaricis,'  93  to  appVica- 
tion  of  public  noney  cenfidod 
to  them  257:  CrOvemorand 
cou^c^l  may  disconURnie  $Me 
quarternnasters  aiHi  trwifer 
powers  to  contin^iOal  i^fiM 
415:  Executive  may  stale 
quarter- masters  449:  Surplus- 
stores  transferred  to  siiailiLC 
continental  officers  450^      -^ 

Quarter  .Masteb,  Gfimsita^^ 

His  ducy  to  repofit  to  ffae^Mtf 

office  427. 
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Qi&r«iU»  abolished  64. 
r.        RAFFLING. 

PelKilty  for  pntiing  up  any  thmg 

to  be  raffled  for  206. 
RATES. 

Liqnors,  Sic  at  ordinaries,  may 
be  raied  twice  a  year  146: — 
Table  of  rates  to  be  set  up  in 
ordinaries  147.  Penally  for 
<yrm$sion,  or  for  exceeding 
legal  rates  147. 

RECORDS. 

Whefe  deeds,  will^,  judgments, 
decrees  or  orders  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  enelny,  at* 
tested  copies  to  be  again  re- 
corded 453.  How  far  evidence 
463.  Fees  of  clerks  454.  For 
perpetaating  testimony,  exe- 
cotive  to  appoint  commission- 
ers 454  How  to'take  depof 
ftitions  and  where  to  return 
t\liem  454.  Power  to  appoint 
a  clerk  454. 

RECRUITING. 

Kecruiifng  offic^r^,  how  ap- 
pointed 25.  "  Their  powers, 
dntyand  compensation  25.-— 
Enlistments  by  county  liea- 
teiMCiib,  how  long  to  conriaue 
JUT.       -  '• 

WECRUITS. 

Peiaity  for  selling  recruits  336« 
REGISTER. 

Of  Jand  office  appointed  50. — 
Vacancy,  how snppliedSl.-^ 
Onpies  attested  by  him,"aa 
good  evidence  a$  originals 
f  K  I  His  duty  in  relatioD  to 
etehange,  renewed,  or  execu- 
ted walrraiits  59.  Register  bf 
coiin  of  admiralty,  how  ap- 
p^med  99^«  Tenure  of  office 
99.  Fees  of  register  of  land 
Vol.  X.  F  4 


office  127,230.  His  fees  for 
piublic  services  230.  Register 
of  the  land  office  to  appoint  a 
•  deputy  to  reside  in  the  Keo- 
mcky  country  445.  jHis  du- 
i  ties  445. 

REGRATING. 

Act  to  prevent  foi^stalling,  re- 
grating,  engrossing  &  public 
vendues'  further     continued 
157,425. 
RESERVATIONS.  - 

Reservations  of  royal  lAities, 
quit-rents,  and  all  other  re*- 
servations  in  grants  abolished 
64. 

RESOLUTIONS; 

Resolfition,  reserving  lands  for 
officers  and  sokliers  55,  ndie. 
REVENUE— See  Taxes. 
RICHMOND. 

Seat  of  government  removed  to 
Richmond  85.  Ground  ap- 
propriated for  public  build- 
ings 86.  Land,  how  acquired 
and, paid  for  87.  Richmond 
to  be  enlarged  88.  Conn  of 
,  appeals,  high  court  of  chan- 
cery and  general  court  to  be 
held  at  Richmond  152.  Com- 
mi^ioner  ofloans  to  remove 
his  office  to  Richmond  309. 
'Act  for  locating  the  public 
squares  and  enlarging  the 
town  of  Richmond  317.  Ca- 
pitol and  public  buildings 
located  on  Shockoe  hill,  niar- 
.  ket  below  the  hill  317.  Com* 
missioners  may  vary  the  form 
;  of  the  square  318.  Irregular 
tenements,  how  to  be  laid  off 
318.  Streets  enlarged  318. — 
Houses  on  streets  to  remain 
for  tWeoty  years  318.  Dis- 
cretionary power  as  to  streets 
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.  i($r  asceodtng  and  traversing 

v   hHls  318.  Injury  to^indtvidu- 

als,  how  ascertained  &  paid 

•  318.  Town  of  Richmond  en- 

•  kirg^  319.  Provision  for 
improving  navigation  of 
Shockce  creek  319. 

RIDDLE,  SUSANNA 
Her  slave,  Barber  0«sar  alias 
John  Hope,  emancipated  21 1. 
RIVERS. 
Lands  on  shores  of  rivers  not  to 
be  granted  .227. 
ROADS. 
Comsiissioners    appointed    for 
marking  and  opening  a  road 
ovec  the  Cumberland  moun- 
tains   to.  Kentocky    14S. — 
•  Ghtard  for  protection  against 
.  Indians,    bow  procured  144. 
Who  shall  attend  surveyors 
of  roads  164:  Penahy  on  de- 

*  finquents  164:  How  recover- 
able 166:  Penalty  on  survey- 
ors for  failure  of  duty  165: — 
Persons  exempted  by  former 

.  act  remain  so  16^.  Court  of 
Greenbrier  authorised  to  have 
a  waggon  road  opened  from 

*  their  court  house  to  the  east- 
ern waters  367;  Act  suspen- 
ded 4449  Penahy  in  tobacco 

:  on  overseer  368:  On  masters 
or  overseers  failing  to  aend 
368:  And  on  others  cempell- 

;  td  to  work  on  roads  3682-^-' 
Penalty  for  felling  a  tree  into 
a  road  and  not  removing  it, 

.    or  kilKt%  trees  near  the  road, 

a. I  or, making  a  fence  across,  or 
-to  cut,  pull  up,  destroy  or  de- 
face a  dh-ection  stone  or  post 
369.  Overseers  exempt  from 
working  on  other  roadsi369: 


OojMresetttmeDt^y  theifinf  to 
the  use  of  the  county  369v 
ROBBERY 

Of  certain  bills  of  credit,  treaii- 
ry  notesr  certificates  or  war* 
rants,  death  without  :clergy 
93. 
ROOTES,  SARAH- 

Certain  persons  autborisftcl.  to 
convey  to  John^  Foil  cctriain 
entailed  lands,  sold  by  l^s- 
tees  as  the  estate  of  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  John  Kootes  120« , 
ROYAL  MINES. 

Reservations  of  royal  mine%  in 
grams,  abolished  64. 
RUSSELL. 

Vestry  of  Russell  parish^  ia  the 
couuty  of  Bedford,  authoris- 
ed to  sell  their  glebe  10&- 
RYE. 

Tax,  payable  in  rye  490. 

SAILORS.         ^ 

Additional  bounties  to  sapors 
23;  Land  bounty  24:  Pen- 
sions 24.  Exemption  4fom 
personal  taxes  24:  Gopdf 
at  stipulated  prices  24;*  Act 
for  more  efiectually  sopptjriog 

^  them  with  articles,  for  l^eir 
comfortable  accooMV^daiion 
71:  Bounty  to^MLllorsv^ibr 
protection  of- eastern' frontier 
298.  Entitled  to  the  same 
pay,  &iG.  «a  in  land  service 
467.        ^  -     '     - 

SALARIES. 

Of  clerks  in  Andkor^t  ^ft:e» 
increased  107.  .  Sbtbyrifft  of 
ministers  of  Cbutcbrdf  Sug- 
land,  farther  susp^idbdr^ll. 
Salaries  of  gov^raori^iCdSin- 
cillors^  treasiirer«.  imittors, 
members  of 'boaxd  ^^mt»  of 
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wrt,  dUtki  of  board  of  war 
and  trade  I  IS:  All  acts  pro- 
vUKng  salaries  for  ministers 
repealed  197.  Vestries  au- 
thorised to  levy  and  make  as- 
sessments for  salaries  in  ar- 
rear,  for  complying  with  le- 
gal engagements,  and  pro-, 
viding  for  parish  poor  198: 
Salaries  of  treasurer,  gover- 
nor, fnerobers  of  council,  jud- 
ges, auditors,  members  of 
board  of  war,  and  (tf  trade, 
attorney  .  general,  cleiits  of 
council,  and  clerks  f^ audi- 
tors, and  boards  of  waj  and 
trade,  encreased  219:  Sala- 
ri^  of  inspectors  of  tobacco 
rated  in  tobacco  272:  Sala- 
ries of  judges  of  high  court  of 
chancery,  general  court  and 
admiralty  rated  in  tobacco 
277:  A  jury  to  estimate  the 
value  of  the  tobacco  in  mo- 
ney 277.  Salaries  of  gover- . 
nor,  members  of  council, 
treasurer,  attorney  general,  ^ 
anditi>rs,  commercial  agent, 
commissioner  of  the  navy, 
comnmioner  of  war  office, 
and  clerks,  payable  in  tobac- 
co 278%  Value  of  tobacco  in 
money  estimated  in  money 
278.  Satariet  of  officers  of 
government,'  how  Kquidated 
433:  Grand  jury  to  settle  dif- 
i^nce  of  exchange  4^.  Sa- 
)aries  of  inspectors  of  tobacco 
at  the  different  warehouses, 
payaUe  in  specie  475,477. — 
Salaries  of  officers  of  civil 
governnmit)  to  be  paid  quar- 
t»ly  fa  specie  493:  Salary 
of  governor,  cooocil  Judges, 


treasurer,  attorney  geoeral, 
auditors,  commercial  agents 
and  coflEMnbsioner  of  war  of- 
fice, solicitor  general^  and 
clerk»  493:  Salaries  from 
July  1781,  to  be  made  good 
49i3. 

SALES. 

Of  escheated  British  property, 
how  conducted  68:  Of  per- 
ishable goods  by  order  of 
court  of  admiralty  100.  Of 
goods  condeinned  101: 
SALT. 

Embargo  laid  on  salt  149.  Pe- 
nalty for  breach  149:  In  what 
cases  exportation  of  salt  per- 
mitted 149:  Bond  to  compel 
compliance  with  law  149: — 
Indemnification  of  governor 
atid  others,   acting  under   a 

'  resolution  prohibiting  ^he  ex- 
portation of  salt  160:  Pre^ 
roium  for  importation  of  salt 
150:  How  obtained  150:— 
Drawback  on  exportation 
151:  Fortoer  act  for  supply- 
ing salt  repealed  151:  Corn 
may  be  exported  in  exchange 
for  salt  377:  So  much  of  act 
to  encourage  importation  of 
salt,  as  exempts  importer  from 
tax  on  tobacco  exported,,  re- 
pealed 478: 
Scale  of  Dfpreoiatioi7. 

See  Depreciation^  h  page  465, 
472. 

SCHOOL. 

Certain  escheated  lands,  in  Ken- 
tucky county,  vested  in  trus- 
tees for  a  publib  school  288: 
SCOUTS. 

Pay  of  scouts  85:  Wages  of 
scoitts  rated  in  tobacco  287: 
How  estimated  in  money  287; 
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<liindt  on  sea  shore  not  to  be 
granted  22i7. 

SEAL, 
Great   seal    fer^  tiie  common- 
wealth to  bejiroyided  by  the 
executive^  device  aud  motto 
*     thereof  131:      Leif^ser  seal  to 
what  act»  aftxad*  133t 
SEAMEN. 
Seamen  desertilrg,  how  appre- 
.  iiended  20i3s   Impressment  of 
leamenaotborised,  under  cer- 
tain restriclton»  380:    Pay  of 

*  seane»  380:  Offirers  and  sea-^ 
.  .   moo  entitled  to  the  whole  of 

,  -any  prize  t^en'381:.  Cloth- 

;   ing  and  necessaries  bow  pro* 

vided  381:  Pay  of«ffie#rs  &; 

*  staff  3813     Gourts>  shell  bind 

*  QBt  at  least   one  half  their 
^'jmale  orphans  to  the  sea  385: 

..  -liospitat  (or  seamen  estatdish-' 
ed^  by^  duty  an  mariners  385: 
-<^  Seat  of  Gov&rniibnt* 
A£t  for  removal  of  seat  of  go- 

Srnment  B52       Ground   in 
iChraoiHl;  appropriated   for 
public  buildinfjfs  86:    Capitol 
for  the  general^  asse «Uy .  86:' 
Halls  of  justice  for  the  dauris^ 
-  86;       House   for    etecutiv^ 
.  .boards  86:  Governor's  bouse 
,86:  Directors  of  publicbuild- 
ings.  86:  Land,  how  acquired 
t*aod  paid  for. 87:     Richmond; 
to  be  enlarged  ,68;  Bisectors 
to  qiake  jreturiis  to  clerk^s  of- 
^  *£ce  of  HoMmo  86:    Tempo-' 
.  ..lary  houses  to  be  provided 
,  .48^  Jail.of  Henrico  to  be  en-* 
lacked  88:  Proviso  as  tocon- 
tra^lSk  and  expcspditures  89r 
,  Wbdl^be  courts^jand  getieral 


assembfy  Id^sHiAeUichmoiid 
•BQt  •  -'  v^v^TM?;^^ 

SERJEANT&fi.  - 

S^jeam*  of  Wiiriamaborgv  the 
same  povear  to  di^lraiH  fbr 
nfilitia  fines  as^sheriisr -65: 
SETTLBftlENT. 

Settlement  rights,  on  the  wes- 
tern wsrterSf  reeognoedia  the 
land  law  %:  Phmnq||i  for 
families  in  viUa^ea  'or^'Sown- 

-  ships  89:  Sialtleo»iii?t^re- 
emption  rights  defined  '^'^ 
Grants  for^^  fapow  ohtafnetl  40: 
'Loeationst^  offieeo  vAsol- 
iifsn  on  lancb  of  setller^rvoid 
41.  Officers  and  sobtiels  in 

^  service  allovi>«d  ft^hentitte  to 
prove  their  claims^  fl^^^«ttle- 
moot  rights /and  i.saifnbve- 
;  me»ts  132a  Setfknienis  on 
neivth  west  side  of?.ihr  Ohio 
reprobated  ^'tthdojcprBhttited 
J61:  SeUlersPittbjrlie^fenio- 
vedby  military  foroe  ]6i: — 

'  Exceptions  161:^'  f^Pre^emp- 
tion  warrants  majrfaef issued 
to  actual  Settlers,.tm  ^srecKt^  if 
imable  to  pay  tlie  slate  j^rice 

' '  t^ZB:  But  grants  not  tefissne 
uiiti^  pay  ment  ^jJie^piBtfiase 
moiley  176:  PjevkM.ithat 
this  priMlk^e  shalioexteod  to 
actual  settlemenisfdnlyj  79: 
Certifieaie^itlaraettlemem  & 
pfse-empthm  ri^hJ<  notilb  be 
granted,  unless  -  j^.^;per6ons 
^vho  bate  tafcett''tha.«a4h  of 
aiUegiaace^  to  this.  Tomiaoo* 

'  wealth  170: -£ace|NM»99  to 
inbabita^its^  of  dis)»ufedrt»rri* 
tory,  b^tweefi^.tMs^ilaft'aBd 
Penasylvatitft  ll^L  *^  l 
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m^.       SHERIFFS^ 

Refusing  to  undertake  collection 

of  taits,  if  so  fucio  deprived 

V  of  office  J  3:  Ser>amt>fWl- 

•S*  Kaittsburg  the  same  poii'er  to 

distrain   for  mHhia' fines  as 

sherifi&SS:  •  Sheriff  to  attend 

^:eiirt  of  appeals  91:     Allow- 

<^  Jttilse'to  sheriffs  attendhig  the 

^#»  igeaerai  court 'hi  Gfiminal  ca** 

"^  ees^  wbat,  and  Irovv  paid  d6: 

f^'iAUowaneb  Altered  489:  Duty 

-*.Citf  teontmissidners  of*  tax  and 

'  liS8€8Sors  m  famishing  lists  to 

aliari&  166:  P^w«r  and  duty 

•^  of  sherifl^  in*  ^«  <^cfttion 

-:  tlOT:      CommissioAS   167:— 

^    Bonds  by  fiberidW  167:    Re^ 

'^raiedy' against  gherifrs&  col- 

■' rhetors  for  fatbire  to  pay  172: 

'  'Penally  on  sheriffs  and  col- 

i  tfectors  for  niisapplying*pub- 

,  oflieifnoney  1*09^      How  reco- 

*  *  verable  199:  FAiBngtbmake 
-'^  an  acconnt  and  produce 

tbemoney  collected  when  re^ 

't*' quired. by  the  commissioners, 

incur  a  weekly  forfet cure  200: 

•'  Commissioners  shall  not  be 

.u«uretiea  for  collectors  2D0: — 

T  Prw^eediiigs  in  prosecutions 

-Minder  thil  act  200:    Remedy 

;  by  "mi^rif^   against  sheriffs 

200:  fTweiity  per  cent  esiter-t 

«d  on  jodgmem  by  mdtion 

dOk  When  sberifiWio  dktrain 

*  for. taxes  and  accduni  247: — 
.    CoRnnissioners  of  tax  'to<  set- 

*  tiewith  sheriffs,  and  transmit 

>   ^aocouoi  of  settlement  to  au« 

:  difors  347:  Penalty  cm  sher* 

t^ifefor  neglect  of  duty  as  to 

taxes  252:   Sherifl^  annually 

to  give  bonds  to  the  courts 


25$:  Highvdberiff's  remedy 
against  drptHy  for  tales- Ind 
damages  255:  Provided Judg- 
ment  had  been  obtained  a- 
gaind  die  h^  sheriff  for  tha 
'  damages  255:  Oath  to  be  ta- 
ken, by  sheriffs  as  to  taxes 
255:  Sheriffs  once  a  month 
to  aecount  with,  and  shew 
money  collected  to  the  com- 
misstoner$255:  Commtsston* 
ersdnty  therein^  and  allow- 
ance 256:  Penalty  on  sheriflt 
misapplying  money  collected 
256:  Oath  of  quarter  masters 
and  comtiiissaries  as '  to  ^p-r 
plication  of  pttUic  money'Oon* 
fided  to  thenv  ^56t  Sheriffs* 
commissions. '  for  coUedting 
taxea  257:  Sheriffs  allowed  a 
further  time  fO  collet  &  ac- 
count for  taxes  of  1781  494: 
Judgments  against  sheriffs 
suspefided  and  damaged  re- 
mitted 494:  Goods  imported 
by  htnd  to  be  enterea  ¥^h 
the  sheriffs  500:  Pensiky  on 
sherifis  for  neglect  of  doty,  in 
relation  to  appointment  of 
commissioner  of  tax  505: — 
Bonds  for  collection  to  be  aa- 
mtalty  taken  <ff  sheriffs  506: 
A  copy  sent'td  the  auditors 
which  shall  be  Evidence  506: 
When  to  collect  taxes'  506:-^ 
When  and  how  he  may  dis- 
train for  taxes  507;  Direc- 
tions in  case  of  lands  distrain- 
ed 507:  Penalty  fin*  om'ea- 
sonable  seizures  or  distrbssea 
507;  Shcfriff  when  to  account 
and  pay  taxes  507:  How  to 
'  account  507:  '  Commissioas 
507:  iDsoIvenciesb^wtiHow- 
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ed  507:  How  prb<needed  a- 
gainst  for  failure  507.  Mo- 
tion' 507:  DamaK«»s  508: 
SHOCKCE. 
Provision  for  improving  the  na- 
vigation of  Shockoe  Creek 
319. 

SHORES. 
Lands  on  sea  slwre,  or  sliores 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  not  lo 
be  granted  227. 

SIGN  POST. 
Penahy  forcntting,  pulKing,  de- 
stroying, or  defacing  a  sign 
post  on  roads  369. 
SILVEEt 
So  mucii  of  art  act  as  lmpo«;es  a 
penalty  for  asking  more  for 
any  article  ih  paper  money, 
than   in   gold'or  silver,  re- 
pealed 125.      What  propor- 
tion of  land   tax  payable  in 
goM  or  silver  508. 
SIMMS,  CHARLES. 
Warrants  to   issne  to  Chkrles 
Stmms,  for  certain  lands  on 
the  Ohio  river  and  Rackoon 
creek  139. 

SLAVES. 
Tax  on  slaves  12,  166,  189, 
244,  504.  Kitt,  a  slave,  the 
property  of  •Hinchia  Mabry, 
emancipated,  for  his  merrto- 
folrious  services  in  discover- 
ing Counterfeiters  of  paper 
money  115.  John  Hope, 
xilias  Barber  Ceesar,  a  slave 
of  Susanna  Riddle,  William 
Beck,  a  mutatto  belonging  to 
Thomas  Walker,  jr.  and  a 
muHatto  girl,  Pegg,  the  pro- 
perty of  Le^^is  Dunn,  eman- 
cipated 211.  Citizens  of 
South  Carolina  ^nd  tieorgia 
authorised   to  remove    their 


slaves  into  ttris  stat^flW.— 
H6W  long  to  remain,  a*tt  tin- 
der what  clrcumstancefs*  ibey 
may  be  sold  307.     Nedfiind 
Cate,  dav^  of  Henry '©felo- 
ny anS  Benja)niii  Bilbei'ry, 
emancipated  372. 
SMALL  POX. 
During  the  prevalence  of  the 
small  pox  io  WtlHatoMrg, 
the  justices  of  Jatkies  CHy  tiu- 
thorised  to  hold  tbeircdarts 
any  where  Ih  the  county  *5a 
SOLDIERS.         - 
Additiotial  bounty  to  23:  Lknd 
bounty  "24.      Pensions  24. — 
£xemj!)tion    from     personal 
taxes  24.      Oood«  at'Sfipu- 
lated  prices  24.    Lan^lKinn- 
ty  to  vofuliteers  iin8er*Col. 
George  Rogers  Clailte  26. — 
To  soldiers  fot  protection  of 
Itlinbh  27.*    To  1h6de  teho 
enlist  during  th^  war**R — 
Locations  by  officers  ttitd  Sol- 
diers on  lands  of  settlers,  void 
4 1 .       Resolution^    ¥k^^t¥hig 
lands  for  officers  and  cdliiiers 
55,  note.      Act  for  more  ef- 
fectually supplying  them'with 
articles  for  thei^  cottlfdffifble 
accommodation  71.  'SoMiert 
te  be  drafted  for  18.  ifefcmths 
'  82.     Officers  and  strtdiers  in 
service,  allowed'  further  time 
to  prove  tb^  clainsa  fdr  Set- 
tlement rights,  and  improve- 
ments on  lands  13S.   Penalty 
on  settlers  not  removing  from 
lauds  reserved  for  officers  and 
soldiers  ' 1 59.       Proportions 
of  land  bounty  to  offica^  Wnd 
soldier's  160.    BSghts  dfftbse 
^lain  or  dying  in  seivft^,  de- 
volve on  tbtirlielwroi'^^al 
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..  igqireft^t^Mv^  16 !•   All  acts. 

.1  e«9^weriiig  county  courts  to 
.-f^roHid^  for  wives,  par^ius  and 
,£unUies  of  soldiers^  repealed 

,  212..  Proviso  in  fervor  of 
those  ill  iiuligeut;circumstau- 
ces  212.  .  Allawance  to  wi- 
dowsv  aud   aged   parents  of 

.  sq^dlerst  dyiug  iu  service  262. 

.  ,l^|ua|J^fcpuflty,  300  acres,  to 

;  jQldiecs.  wbo  hav€  enlisted,  or 

f  .^liallejulist  ^d  .eerve  tQ  the 

-^<Jif>i  ^he  w'^r^l*. .  Sick 
soldiery  provi^^d.  A}r  335. — 
P^y  of  soldiers  to,  be  made 
eqpal  to  spepie  374.  -  dfficera 
. .  appointed  to  recruit  soldiers 
/qr.t^j0  years  or  the.  war  433. 
.ij^TTTftecfuiting  expe;ases,  how 
«;. paid  434.      Bounty  and  im* 
ipunitics  434.      From   what 
,,  time  pay  of  soldiers  in  the 
> .  V^ii^inia  Koe  on  continental 
e^ablishmeut,    to    be   made 
equal  to  specie  462.      Audi- 
tors to  adjust-  their  accounts 
.according  to  a  scale  of  de- 
.  preciatiooy  and  give  printed 
<  certificates,  payable  with  in- 
terest 462.     Also,  of  officers 
.   ai^^^Utiers  des^d  462.    Or' 
p   out  e(  the  service,   for  the  . 
tA(Qe  they  ^served  463.    Audi- 
tors to  return  a  list  of  certifi- 
cates to  treasurer  463.    Fu- 
ture pay  of  soldiers  to  bq  in 
specie  463.     Certificates  to 
be  received  on  sales  of  for- 
feited  estates. 464.    If  sales 
paid  for  in  speciei  that  to  be 
.reserved- for  rede^iug  certi- 
ficajtes  464..    Scale  of  depre- 
ciation 465.     Further  tract 
jof  country  allotted  for  ofiicers 
aixl  soUUcrs  io  lieu  of  that  ' 


faUen  into  North  Carolina 
465.  When  and  1h>w  ^^ir 
lands  may  be  surveyed  466, 
Fay  and  subsistence  of  state 
troops  to  be  made  eqiial  to 
continentals  467.  State  caval- 
ry entitled  to  same  adva^ita- 
ges  as  infantry  467.  Officers 
and  seamen  in  (he  navy,.8afpe 
as  in  the  land  service  467. — 
Tobacco  received  for  confis- 
cated estates,  to  be  sold,  and 
the  money  (p  redeem  certifi* 
cates  467.  Within  what  time 
military  warrants  to  be  lo^cat- 
ed  485.  Soldiers  enlisting 
for  two  years  of  the  war,  en- 
titled to  same  bounty  and  im- 
munities as  other  continentals 
499.  Resolution  extending 
land  bounty  to  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  539. 
SOLICITOR,  GENERAL. 

Solicitor  general  appointed  358: 
His  oath  35S;  His  duty  359: 
Motions  against  delinquents 
359:  To  take  advice  of  at- 
torney general  360:  To  ap- 
point a  clerk  360:  Solicitor's 
allowance  360:  Salary,  of  so- 
licitor general  in  specie  493: 
SOUTH  CAROLINA.      , 

Executive  authorised  to  send  as- 
sistance to  our  sister  state  of 
South  Carolina  214:  Militia 
and  state  troops  to  be  sent 
2]  4:  Militia  embodied  for 
relief  of  221:  Citizens  of 
South  Carolioa  and  Georgia 
authorised  to  remove  their 
slaves  into,  tliis  state  307: — 
How  long  to  remain,  and  tin- 
der what  circumstances  they 
may  be  sold  307: 
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Paper  money  called  in,  and 
ftinded  at  the  rale  ofoue  dol- 
lar in  specie  for  a  t(iousand 
ID  paper  456:  Military  pen- 
sions payable  in  specie  461: 
pay  and  subsistence  of  officers 
and  soldiers  made  equal  to 
specie  462:  Future  pay  In 
specie  463:  Scale  of.depreci- 
aUonU64,472:  Salaries  of  in- 
spectors of  tobacco  payable 
in  specie  475:  Naval  officers' 
fees,  in  like  manner  479.  To- 
bacco ftes  to  be  paid  in  spe-, 
cie  489:  Allowances  to  sher- 
iffs, venire  men  and  witnesses 
payable  in  specie  489:  Sala- 
ries of  officer*  of  civil  govcrh- 
nient  to  be  paid  quarterly  in 
specie  493:  What  proportion 
of  taxes  payable  in  specie  508: 
SPECIFIC  TAX.       , 

See  Commodities^  T'axes. 

Tax  payable  in  certain  enume- 
rated commodities  79:  Pla- 
ces of  deposit  79:  Commissa- 
ries of  tax,  their  appointment 
and  duty  79;  On  non-pay- 
ment of  tax  in  commodiites, 
to  be  paid  in  money  80: — 
Power  of  distress  80:  Com- 
missioners and  commissaries 
•f  tax,  their  duty,  allowances, 
and  Usabilities  80:  Further 
time  allowed  to  pay  taxes  in 
certain  enumemled  commo- 
dities, called  the  speciHc  tax 
292,357,435:  Persons  liable 
to  lax,  m  certain  enumerated 
'  commodities^,  who  have  had 
'Hficlr  grain  impressed  for  the 
use"  of  the  array,  entitled  to  a 
discount  as  to  so  nguch  404: 
renaTty  on  eomipissioners  b 


receivers  oT  specif  te^  for 
neglect  of  duty  4p£i:  HiNlg- 
ment  on  motion  withppt  qov 
tlce  405:  How  Juajgmpnt 
rendered  405:  Damages  405: 
Remedy  by  commissioners  a-. 

'  gainst  receivers  405:  ,  Poll- 
tax,  payable  in  grain  ^90;—^ 
Tax  in  bacon,  for  every  ft^ec 
person  490:  Cominissioo^ 
to  receive  taxes,  hf^w.appoint- 
ed  490.  Peiiahy  on  €j^mmMy|. 
sioners  refusing  to  *8ttjt.4OT2-^ 
iionds  to  be  taken  pfcnmrais- 
sion^rs  491:.  Places  of  depo- 
sit, how  notified  49i:  'Sto- 
rage, how  procured  491: — 
Commodities^  dis€harg^aijb]e 
in  money,  and  at  wWt  rules' 
491 :  Distress,  when  afid^tho^ 
to  be  made  491:  Commji^iipfi- 
ers  to  make  return  to  Icoyct. 
and  to  executiye  and,  auditors 
492:  To  obey  orders  of  ex^ 
cutive  492:  rower  of  s^ierigs 
ip  distrain,  and  his  liability 
492:  What  proportion  of  sj^ 
cie  tax  may  be  paid,  in  lol>gc* 
CO,  hjemp  or  flour  508;  Trea- 

,    surer   to  deliver  list^  of  re- 
ceipts to  governor, 
advice  qr  council, 
sale  of  coipmoditi^s  5p9;;^' 
SPIRITS. '       - 

Act  prohibiting  distillajtipn   of 


il,  to  oir^i 


spirits    an()    wine   liApor&i 
^  1 1*.  How  caslts  entec^d  Hi: 

spotstlvanu:  ;.  ;'i 

Justices^  of  Spotsylyahia.av'^  ' 
rised  lo  hold  their  <i<Mirl. 
house  of  JpHn  tioDada\^ 
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''^*83PAF^!- See  amy. 

>    ;^  STAFFORD. 
Justices  of  Sufford  couuty  em- 
powered to  ascertain  centre 
'bf' county,  by  actual  survey, 
T6r  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
court  house  108.      Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  ascertain 
•     centre  of  county  of  Stafford 
'3t0: 
'■•••"*;;'  ST.  ANNif. 

G^c^'^  of  parish  of  St  Anne,  in 
Altema^rle  to  be  sold,  and 
lAoney  divided  Viween  pa- 
mhcs  of  St.  Anhe^  Fluvap- 
rtall2. 

ST.  ASAPH. 

JEJjarish   <if*  St.  .Asaph    formed 
Vroip 'BVysdale,  in  Caroline 
aiid'^King  and  Queen  coun- 
ties^.   Boundaries  209. — 
•  Crtebe  qf '  Drysdale  parish  to 
"  be[  $oid,  "and  raoner divided 
"  b'eiweeii  parisl^es  of  jDrysdale 
add  St.  Asaph,  in  'proportion 
<o  the  value  of  ibe  two  church- 
es 210.    ^o  hiuch  of  this  last 
^  act  as  directs  a  valuation  of 
ihe  churches  repealed  213. 
STATEMENTS/ 

or  c^es  for  court  of  appeals, 
rules  concerning  92. 
STATE  TROOPS. 

See  Army.    / 

State  troops  sent  to  assistance 
^f  Sdulh  Carolina  ^,U:  Offi- 
cers of  the  two  state  regi- 
oaentSy  empowered  to  re-en- 
ijsl  (heir  men  214:  New  or- 
ganization ofjstate  troops  21 5: 
Officers*  in  state  line  reduced 
,  44d:  Regiments  consolidated 
i(49:  Their  pay  made  equal 
to  condnentals  467:  •  Also 
tlieir  land  bounty  467. 
Vol.  IE.  G  4 


STAtJNTON. 

Trustees  of  toWn  of  Staqntqil, 
displaced  119.  How  others 
elected  119.  TKeir  powers 
119.     To  repair  streets' and 

construct  aqueducts  119. • 

To  assess  taxes  on  the  inha- 
bitants 119.     How  taxes  col- 
.    letted  11 9.    Coileciorio  give 
:     bond  119.      Penalty  for  mis- 
application of  taxes  120.-— 
Hogs  nut  to  run  at  large  in 
town  120.     Proviso  120/^- 
STOKE  ACCOUNTS. 
Act  of  1748  prescribing  method 
of  proving  book  debts  or  store 
arco lints,  repealed   133. — — 
Limitation     of     actions    on 
store  ac("ounts  133.     Delive- 
ry of  articles  to  be  dated  133« 
Penalty  for  ppst-daung  133. 
When  limitation  to  commence 

134. Courts    and    juries 

bound,  ex  officio,  to  takp  ijQr, 
tice  of  this  aci  134. 
STREETS. 
Streets  in  j^ichmond  enlarged 
318    .Houses  oil. street3  to  re- 
,   main  20  years  318.     Discre- 
tionary power,  as  to  streets, 
for  ascending  and  travje^iDg 
hills  318.      injury  to  ipdivi- 
duals,.  how  .ascert^LiDed.  and 
paid  318.            . 
STUBEN  BAROI?.,;  ^ 
Land  given  to  Baron  ^tiiben 
875.        SUBSTITUES, 
Substitate^,  per  drafts,  how  ad- 
mitted 259. Quakers  or 

Menonists  drafted^,  exempted 
from  personal  service,  but  a 
substitute  to  be  provided  at 
the  expense  of  the  i?ocietv, 
261,  417.  Rules  a^iQf9l»« 
stitates  417. 
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SUFFOLK.' 

Town  of  Suffolk  having  b^en 

'    buret  by  the  enemy,  the  jus- 
tices of  Naosemond  authoris- 
ed to  appoint  a  place  for  hold- 
ing courts  110.— Lots  in, 
where  houses  have  been  burnt 
by  the  enemy,  exempted  from 
taxes  ]  90.    Lots  in  Norfolk, 
.  Portsmontb  and  Suffolk,  the 
.  houses  and  improvements  on 
which  were  either  burnt  by 
the  act  of  convention  of  1776, 
or  by  the  British  army  since, 
exempted  from  taxation  323. 
SUGAR. 

Duty  oa  sugar  imported  51 1« 
SUNKEN  GROUNDS. 

Swamps,  marshes  and  sunken 
grounds,  preemption  of,  in 
owners  of  contiguous  high- 
lands^ 61.  How  grants  for, 
obtainad  62. 

SURGEONS. 

Land  bounty  to  chaplains,  sur- 
geons aqd  surgeons'   mates 
141. 
SURGEONS'  MATES. 

LaiKl  bounty  to  chaplains,  sur- 
geons, and  surgeons'  mates 
141. 

SURPLUS. 

'  Surplus  lands,  within  bounds  of 
patents,  how  grants  for.  ob- 
tained 62.    Remedy  of  land- 
holders unjustly  vexed  63. 
SUTTON,  JOHN. 

Certain  bouses  and  tenements 
10  Alexandria,  vested  in  John 
Cotton  372. 

SURVEYORS. 

Sitrveyors  and  their  deputies, 
how  appointed  and  qualified 
53.  Penalty  (or  -sale  of  office 
5X  How  chief  surveyor  may 


locate  his  own  Vaifaifft'M. 
Notice  of  survey  S6.  'iSBfect 
of  party's  fainng  to  attend*  S6« 
When  principal  to  di'reet  de- 
puty to  survey  57.  '  Chain* 
carriers  to  be  sworn  57.  Sur- 
veys how  made  and  bounded, 

57. Plat  and   ceHificate, 

when  and  how  raade  57.— 
Returns  to  William  &£  Mary 
college  57,  Clerk  of  county 
court  and  surveyor  not  to  be 
resisted  58,  Penalty  on  sur- 
veyors for  neglect  58.  Sur- 
veyor's office,  how  examined 
58.  ^ees  of  surveyors  126, 
230.  Who  shall  attend  sur- 
veyors of  roads  164.  Pen- 
ally on  delinquents  164. - 

How  recoverable  165.  Pen- 
alty on  surveyors  for  failure 
of  duty  195.  Deputy  survey- 
ors,  how  appointed  353.  ,. 
SURVEYS.  ^^ 
Surveys  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  commonwealth's 
land  office,  what  declared 
valid  35,  36.  Proviso  37. 
Notice  of  surveys,  how  given^ 
56.  Effect  of  party *s  faiVmg 
to  attend  with  chain-carriers 
and  marker  56.  When  prin- 
cipal to  direct  deputy  to  sur- 
vey 57,  Chain-carriers  to 
be  sworn  57.  Surveys,  how 
made  and  bounded  17.  Plat 
and  certificate,  when  and  how 
ydiade  and  disposed  of  57. — 
When  to  be  returned  to  land 
office  58.  Inclusive  patents, 
how  obtained  63.  Further 
time  allowed  for  returning 
surveys  and  plats  237,  403. 
County  courts  in  the  Kentnc- 
ky  couotry,  authori«^d  to  di* 
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•^Tti^soryeiys  to  poor  persons, 
..fjctiial  settlors,  not  exceeding 
;  400  acres  to  a  family  431. — 
.iW ben  surveys  shall  be  made 
^flfentries^for  land  on  the  east- 
em  waters  486. 

SWAMPS. 
Swamps,,  marshes  and  sanken 
.  grounds,  pre-emption  of^  in 
,.  planers   oj    contiguous   high 
^  j^j^ds  61:.    How. grants  for, 
,,  <lbtained  6^: 
.   .>         TAR.     . 
See  Pork,  Beef,  fye. 
Act  for  inspection  of,  cevived  it 
amended  290:     F«es  altered 
290:  Penalties  altered  291: 
.    TAVERN-KEEPERS. 
Sej^.  Ordinaries. 

Peiiahy  on  tavern  keepers  per- 
mitting  gaming  in  their  hoa- 
.  ses  206, 

,        TAXES. 
Commissioners  of  tax  and  as- 
sessors to  be  convened  10:-^ 
Oath  of  commissioners  of  tax* 
^    ,  ip:     Their  duty  in  assessing 
land^  lots  in  town,  &c.   lOJ 
.     Oath  oTassessors   11.    Poll- 
:,     mx  on  slaves  12,  ,    Tax  on 
t;  JQGU^y  12.     On  tobacco  ex- 
ported 12.  Assessments  wheri 
returnable  13^  Appeals  when 
)^eard  13.      Lists  of  tax.able 

£roperiy  wTien  delivered  13. 
distress  for  taxes  13.  Sheriff 
,  refusing  collection,  ipso  facto 
.;  deprived  of  office  13.  What 
'  ..  paper  money  receivable  io 
L..  taxes  13.  Allowances  to com- 
'v\    ini^sioners  of  tax,  assessors, 

'.and  their  clerks  encreased  14. 

Surplus  of  proceeds  of  sales^ 

for  taxes,  how  disposed  of  14. 

Tax  payable  in  cominodities 


79.    Places  of  deposit,  bow 
fixed  79.      Commissaries  of 
lax,    their  appointment  and 
duty  79.  On  non-payment  of 
tax  in  commodities,   to  be 
paid  in  money  80.  Powetf  of 
distress  80.    Commissioners 
and  commissaries  of  tax,  theijp 
duty,  allowance,  and  liabili- 
ties 80.  Additional  taxes  166. 
Poll-tax,  who  exempted  166. 
Tax  on  slaves  166.    On  car- 
riages 166:  Duty  of  commis- 
sioners of  tax  and  assessors, 
in  furnishing  lists   to  sheriffs 
166.      Power  and  daty  of 
sheriffs  in  the  collection  167. 
Commissions  167.  Allowan- 
ces to  commissioners  and  as- 
sessors 167.    Bonds  by  sher- 
iffs 167.  Penahy  for  conq?al- 
ing  tithables  and  taxable  pro- 
perty 168.  Appropriations  to 
meet  requisitions  of  congress 
168.  Duty  on  liquors  foreign 
and  domestic  168.    Duty  on 
goods  imported  169.  Excep- 
tions 169.      Mode  of  collec- 
tion  169.      Duty  on  goods 
'  brought  into  this  State  for  sale 
.  170. '  Doty  on  stdNck  in  trade 
of  retailers  of  gopds  170.  Pro- 
visicNfi  where t^tailers  area- 
boot  to  remove  170,  Penalty 
for  removing  without  giving 
notice  171.      Penalties,  how 
recoverable  171.    When.&e 
poll-tax,  and  on  carriages, 
payable  into  the  treasiirv  171  • 
Remedy  against  sberiA'and 
collectors  for  failtire  trf pay- 
ment 172.      Five  eighths  of 
tobacco  in  money  appropri- 
ated as  a  fund  for  borrowing 
money,  for  tbe  Vnited  States 
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wn\we  of  prtnciparattd  imer- 
est  183.  Forios  aoci  narlw  of 
treasnrtr's    eeriifkktes^  ^nd- 
node  of  asstgniog  thefii»484. 
GooDteHeiiiiig      certiticate», 
punisliabk  with  death  185. 
Defidencyv^if  any,  i6  be  made, 
good,  aod  ho«ir  185;  '  Appro- 
priaiion  of  the  other,  .three 
^ghtht  ISS.  Estimates  of  to- 
baeco  to  be  pdbiished,  and 
transfofthted  to  eotteaors;  and 
bow  they  shall  be  appointed 
end  accountable  185.      The 
'  tax  payable. in  money  mttead 
of  tobaccoy  according  to  what 
estimate  166.      May  be  dis- 
trained fcr^  1 8&      Coll«:tors 
sbfiilf  9ettle   their    accounts, 
with  commiseFionerff  of  tax, 
when  and  how  187.  Doty  of 
atsessoiis  187.     .Remedy  a- 
gaintt  delinquents  187.    Ap- 
plication of  the  inoney  bor- 
rowed 188^  Owners  ol' certi- 
ficates not  lo  be  of  the  grand 
"jury*  for  estoftattag^  tobacco 
186.  Operation  of  Aci  partly 
suBpended  186#     Addtiiontl 
taxds  onr  property^  cpoiiey  b 
eactle  189,     On  ordinary  li- 
oenses  189.   LoU  in  Norfolk 
tmdSufiblk,  the  faouies  on 
which  baveWn  burnt  by  the 
enemy,  exempt  from  taxes 
f  60.    Tarxes  m^y  belaid  in. 
advance  100.      Form,  of  re- 
ceipt 190.     Such  receipts  re- 
eeiivable rataxet witii  interest 
160; '  And  the  holder  entitled 
fo  a  dwfoont  at  the  nominal 
ainotfm  196.    How  transfer- 
rtble  191.  *    Forging,  coon- 
^ftfrf^tiii^j  toe..  «ich  certSfi. 


cam,  howydriUtaMevMHb  i 
Acts  imposing  teebto<a«eeof| 
personsi  refusing  to .  tobe  ibe 
oatk  of  aUegiance.  repealed 
194  Such  ta]Le$f  wbeaiind 
how  reimbursed  194.  Penal- 
ly on  sheriffs  and .  coUedors 
ibr  misapplying  puUio.  mo^ 
ney  199.  How  recoverable 
199.  Fail'mgto  make(/D^ao 
accounts  and  produse^be.rao- 
iiey  coHeded  when  inquired 
b^  the  conlroiesionerg^^cur 
a^wcekiyfodeituroJOOi  Cfom- 
roissiouers  ihail  not  be  ,eore- 
ties  for  collectors  280«    Pro- 


m  prosecuuoB$.  un- 
der tills  act  aOO.  lUm«4y  by 
motioo  against  shor^iJ200. 
Twenty  per  ^cem  interna  up- 
on judgments  by  mptioa  201. 
Tat^  applicable  to  ibe  re- 
demption of  the  papefiftooey 
.Lcaliedin243.  Kurtherfaxes 
242.*  CamnusfiiQtiersiaml  as- 
sessors to  meet  and  id^s  the 
lands  242.  Their  oaib«p  that 
occasion  242«  Gmejcn)  oath 
of  assessors  243.  Rule  ii  a 
.difiecence  of  opinion  between 

•  thcan  243^  Tax  oirmooey, 
iitbftbteB,  'secvao^wjcarriapes, 
spirits,  maffiibige  and  ordma- 
];y  licenses  244.'.  >Price  of 
waste  lands  ri^^f  that  and 

..  taxes.  ijQ.  vvhat  m$mey  to  be 
p^d  245.    Tobacco,  hemp, 

.  liaxt  ^d  i)our  reo^vable  m 
taxes,  atu)  at  whaljtate  245. 
If  taxes  de^cient,  asiiembly 
will  provide  other  adequate 
funds  246.  Assessor^  their 
duty  246.  ComnuMsioners, 
their  dn^  246^  ShanflTor  col- 
lector, wli^ct ,  la  4i^i^  ^^ 
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4cbQQfi^d49^ 'grants  to  he 
r  temmtHhy  eotmnissione^s  lo 
ltli64lu4iiors  24T.  AHowances 
to  cammtfisunfters   and  their 
clerks,  and  to  assessons  241. 
The  tDoney  catted  in  to  be 
burnt  248.    New  emission  of 
tpaper^raoney^  &c  taxes  pledge 
ei  for* redemption  of  princi- 
f«h«iidintei^t  2^8,251.  All 
other  :taxes^  excepi  Bpecific, 
n^ceaaein  December  1781, 
252.  ^  Commffisioiiers  to  act 
t#d  yeara  252.  Gbinimssion- 
era  fp  b|^  ^npasdlji  appointed, 
Ibut  to  ]Bis8e8&oncem.lwo  years 
^2.     Their  alk>waiice  252. 
.Peoalty    on  cpmmissioners^ 
-asiftesMirs  and  sheriffi  for  ne- 
glect of 'doty  262.    Bonds  to 

*  be  annaally  takea  of  the  sher- 
ifibby  thecoort^253.  High 
«lieri$''8'  remedy  a;gain«t  de- 

^   puty  fi^r  takes  and  damages 

'  255.  Pi^yided  judgment  had 

been  obtakiedegainsithe  high 

^heiiiff  for  the  damages  255. 

Oath  to  be  taken  by  sheriffs 

^s  tb  taxjB^  255.  Sheri&  once 

»a.  month  to  account  with  anld 

.    •ftbew  money  ccAlee ted  to  com- 

y  liiisaiofiev&2S6.  Commission? 

-  oi's^^ty^  therein  -an4;iillow-* 

«dce  256.  Petndtyqn  fiieriffs 

-   inisappl^irg   pobKe  money 

colleeted  foriaxfs  250.  Shert 

*  *  iffs'  commission  ibreoliecjtipg 
'^taxes:257^  Act  sulyectlng  re-v 

taUers  of  go^d*  to  taxes  re^ 

•  peai.ed  in  part  ^71.    Act  au« 

7'  ^ristiig  payment  of  taxes  in 

.    advance  repealed  271^    New 

tas!ea280.  Window  tax  2$0. 

• .  Tax  on  conveyances  281  ^r*- 

:.Qn  <pliac$o  exported  2@L-^ 


T«  or^^dty  on-  8l|Bflpa  to- 
^rted283.   Regulaiiofltt  for 
4!oUecitsg28aL  If  taxes  prove 
onproduattTe,  then  the  €«{»• 
tol  and  palofce  in  l^tlliams- 
bwrg,  and  the  pobiic  lairds  in 
James  city,  and  on  the  east- 
ern shore  lo  be  sold  285. — 
^Further  (iose.  allowed  to  pay 
taxes  in  oertaui  eonMernted 
eommoditi^,  culled  the  spe- 
cific tax  282.  Taxes  pay^ible 
on  assessed  property  29&»^^ 
All  other  taxes  to  ceasor  ex- 
*  cept  specific  322.      Certain 
'  lots  in  Norfolk,  Portsmouth 
and  Suffolk  exe^ipted  from 
taxes  323.    Also  certain  per- 
sons on  the  eastern  frontier 
323;      Taxes,  for  additional 
troops,  how  collected  229. — 
Taxes  for  redemption  of  new 
emission    of  paper     money 
340.  Further  time  alkmed  to 
.  pay  specific  tax  357.  Solici- 
tor general  appointed  for  the 
more  effectual  collection  of 
the  taxes  ^58.    Tax  on  mili- 
tia in  uctual  service  sii«>end« 
ed305.  Further  tinesdlowed 
to  pay  speoifie  tax  495.  Tax 
on  tobacco  exported  476. — 
Poll^ax  payable  in  commo- 
dities 480«  Tax  in  bacon,  for 
each  free  persou  490*    Com- 
piissioii^rs  to  receive  taxes, 
|iow  appointed  490.  Penalty 
on  commissioiiera  revising  to 
*  act  480.    Bonds  to  be^  talien 
ofepmfliissioners49i.  Places 
^depq9it,|iow  nojiifi^491. 
Storage^  how  proeived  491. 
Commodities    dischargeable 
in  moueyi  at  what  rate  491. 
Di^tresst  wlttu  and  iiow  tp  be 
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IttMte  491,  49a.     Oonunis- 

-■  iiMers  to  make  return  to 
coort,  to  executive,  and  au- 

^dltors  4»2.  To*  ^bey  or- 
ders of  executive  492.—— 
Sherifis  allowed  a  further 
time  to  eoHect  and  accoaat 

4  for  taxes  of  1^61,  494. 

Judgments  against  sherkTs, 
•uspeudedy  and  damages  re- 
mitted 494.  Act  for  uscer- 
tainin^  certain'  taxes  and  du- 
iiei,  'Und'  for  eiiabKshing  a 
penn€m€fU  revenue  501.— 
Comimssiouers  of  the  tax, 
how  apiMHnted  501.  Their' 
oath  501.  Their  dnty  501. 
Lands  ^nd  tots  to  be  valued 
without  rega»i  to  buildings 
S02.  Rules  of  Oct,  1777, 
chap.  2,  to  be  observed  502. 
Hdw  vaimocies  in  commts^ 
>  «aifers  supplied  502.    Pen- 

'  aky  on  proprietors  failing  to! 

give  account  of  lands  502.-«— 
ommiSsioner's  duty  in  re- 
turning  list -of  lands  to  the 
elerk  503:  And  the  clerks 
therein   508.      Allowance  to 

*  conintiteioners503.  To-clerk 
*  and  sheriff  503.    Penalty  on 

'6beriff,  ^justice,  clerk,  and 
commissioner,  for  neglect  of! 
duty  508i  How  recovered, 
"anti  appropriated  503.  Two 
sets  of  commissto^ef  s,  where 
two  battalions  of  mtUtia*^504. 

-  The  taxes,  on  lands,  poll- 
tax,  slaves,  Worses,  cattle, 
ennteges,  bilKard  tables^and 
erdinaryriicences  504.  Jus- 
tices to  be  appointed  to  take 
thk  Usts  tif  taxable  articles 
504b  'And  remrfttbem  to  the 
clerk  504.       Clerk's    duty 


tlMsra&i  505.  BkitfMMce; 
find  penally  505.  Stkfidt^^n 
jastice  failing  505.  i  (  'AM'  on 
proprietors,  overseers, ibew. for 
failing  to  give  in  ^Icoountit  of 
tteable  property  505.  ttofv 
this  penalty,  nmy  be  saved 
500.  Bonds  (or  eoihctkoUf 
to  be  aiviually  4aken  of  sbe- 
rifis  506.  And  a-  wpyfUetA 
to  the  andttors^whicb^^iball 
be  evidence  506. .  r  When 
the  taxes  ito  fafr.coUeelait'i06. 
When  disitained.  for  SO^ — 
When  And  bow  -  'jsbei^lo  «d- 
inertise  and  sell  507.  Direc- 
tionsy  in  case  of  lands- dis- 
tTMned  507*  PenalQr.fiHBiaii- 
reasonable*  seiznres^  tir  .jdis- 
tresses  507^  Sheriff  irhan  to 
aeeoMt^Hiid  pay..taxffi.507. 
*^H»w  to  .acepnnt^  aadchis 
cdnMnissi0nsr507.  Insofarea- 
cles,  liow^«U6wed  507*.  ?  Jiow 
provided  against  507v  Mo* 
tion  507.  Damages  ^. — 
How  taxes  may  be  p^  506. 
What  propordott  of  Jaad  tax 
is  gold  or  silver^  and  "what  in 
cenainy.fMiper  mon^  tOB.^-^ 
Oibee  tdiusc  payablaf.  jiHSpe* 
de,  tobacco^  liemp^ar  flour 
508.  Waaeboitals  JwiAmip, 
where  estoMished  JOS^f  In- 
spections i^^Aoal,  wjMaees- 
tablkhed50ft'  Bow^aftgov- 
«rnor;&ek  ta.appoint'JOtber 
pUices-  509. '  Tveasorer  lo  de- 
liver lists  of.  reeei^vfa  the 
gtHrernor,  vbo  sNiil  d^umU  the 
sale  of  dtbe  jcommoditier  509. 
Directioas  for  Kppoiniili|f  in- 
spections of  flour  500»>  At 
what  plaoea  569.'  isSmx  on 
f»Menta.liBil^.toMljl  ezMNlii^ 
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•HiO  acres,  exteftt  tMMmties 
to  biicers  510.  .  Duty  on  ves- 
^lr61K  On  spirits  b  wine 
imporiedl  511.  Oa  sugar  and 
€9&e  ^11.  On  all  other 
goods  imported  51 U  Mas* 
iers  of  vessels  importing  goods 
wben  and  how  to  report  51 1. 
-^^Dutiable  goods  not  to  be 

laaded  before  entry  512. 

Nor  till  duty  paid,  or  bond- 
ed,  and  {>ermit   obtained-^ 
goNmls  landed  otharwisey  for- 
ftiled  5121  rSaiBtttregulattons 
as  tagoodsiimported  b^  land 
512.    H^wcaskavRiqiior  to 
be  entered  512.    Penalty  for 
making  a  Odse  entry  513. — 
•  If  duty  'not  paid,  or.  bonded 
•wittn  days  after  entry,  col- 
lector may  enter  vessel  and 
seite  the  (poods^ .  and  in  two 
days  sell  as  muoh  as  wHl  pay 
the  duty  and  charges  513. — 
Penally  on  collector  receiv- 
ing a  bribe,  or  conniving  at 
4  Mse  entry  BIS.     And  on 
pavon  offering  a  bribe  514. 
Collector,  by  warrant  from  a 
justice,  accompanied  by  con- 
stable, may  break'  open  any 
liotise  in  the   day  time^  to 
teaidi  liir  goods,  for  which 
duty  is  not  paid  or  secured 
514.     In  %oits  «ad  seiaures 
the  proof  shall  lie  upon  the 
daimer  of  the  go6ds  514. — 
Master  may  detain  goods  con- 
rigned,  till  duty  paid,  or  se- 
<^ority  given  514«   Directions 
in  <ase  of  transportatbn  of 
goods  imported^  to  another 
dhii  616.  Premium  for  pay- 
lug  dut*  in  imported  money 
*iMk     PKoceediags  on  bf  adSl 


for  ddties  515w  ARowtfuce  to 
coileetors  5i  6.  W  ho  are-  to 
actoantand  pay  half  yearly 
516.  Forfeitures  appropria* 
ted  516.-^  Lands,  be.  seized, 
to  be  sold  on  credit,  if  they 
.  will  iiot  sell  for  three-fourths 
of  their  valiie  516.  All  things 
in  any  prior  act,  for  imposing 
taxes,  except  specific,  repeal- 
ed 517. 

TENDER. 

All  paper  money  emitted  i>y 
this  statCt  or  by  coog ress  de- 
clared a  legal  tender  898^ — 
Paper  money  emitted  at  tbe 

.  session  of  May  17,B1,  decla- 
red a  legal  tender  429.  Pa- 
per-money no  longer  a  legal 
tender  456* 

TEiyEMENTS. 

Irregular    tenemenu  in  I^h^ 
mond,  how  to  he  laid  off  318« 
THEFTS  &  FORGERIES. 

Act  for  punishing  certain  thefts 
and  forgeries  93.  Stealing  or 
taking  by  robbery,  certain 
bills  erf*  credit,  treasury  noteSi 
certificates,  or  warrants,  felo- 
ny without  clergy  i>3.  Forg- 
ing or  counterfeiting  certain 
warrants,  treasury  notes^  &c. 
felony  without  Criergy  93.-^ 
Having  in  possession  instru- 
ments for  forging  or  counter'^ 
feitiog  94^  Proceedings  a- 
gainet  offenders  95.  Persons 
suspected  of  having  forged  or 
counterfiuted  notes  how  ap- 
prehended 96.  Rewards  for 
apprehendiiig  96.  So  much 
of  act  of  May  1778  as  res- 
pects the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain thefts  and  forj^es  ma^ 
perpetual  378« 
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TIPPLING  HOUSES. 

Sec  Ordinaries;  atid  page  145. 

TW^STAFF. 
To  cottrt  of  appeals,  hoir  ap- 
pointed and  tenure  of  office 

TITHABLES. 

Tax  on  tithables  244. 
TOBACCO. 

Tax  on  tobacco  exported  12: — 
Fees  of  inspectors  of  tobacco 
76:  Their  books^  to  be  always 
open  76 J  To  give  receipts  for 
tobacco  passed,  without  any 
exertion  against  losses  76. 
To  find  hands  76.  Fees  for 
tcrmirig  up  tobacco  76:  Re- 
fused tobhcco  may  be  picked 
77:  When  inspectors  to  ac- 
count for  tobacco  remaining, 
and  how  such  disposed  of  77. 

'  Insufficient  warehouses,  how 
^  Repaired  77:  Houses,  prizes, 
he.  appropriated  for  picking 
tobiacco  78:  Inspection  fees 
78:  Wages  of  nientberi  of 
general  assembly  payable  in 
tobacco  30,104,229:  Price  to 
be  estimated  by  grand  jury, 
kt  general  court  30, 104,Si^: 
Sarnies  and  allowanees  of 
Insfjectors  ofiobacco  encrea- 
sed  180:  Inspection  at  War- 
wick, in  Chesterfield  county 
revived '181.  Tobacco  fees, 
bow  payable  in  money  232. 
Tobacco  receivable  in  taxes, 
*  and  at  what  rate  245.  Sala- 
ries of  inspectors  of  tobatccp 
rat^  in  tobacco  272.  Inspec- 
tor*  to  give  bond  274.  Pen- 
alty for  acting  without  274: 
Inspection  fees  274.  Storage 
add  reprizing  274.  Grand  j u- 
ry  to  fix  the  value  of  tobacco 


salaries  and  ftes  in  moAey 
2r74.  Trtbacco  on  boa^iT^es- 
Ms  m  bulk  or  parrels^AtCrit- 
ed  274.  Exceptionft  ^SWj — 
Penalty  275.  InspectoN-giv- 
hig  r^erpts  for  tobacco  not 
passed,  or  dealing  in  tobac- 
co, penalty  for  275.  Penalty 
on  ins|)ectors  failing  to  attend 
warehouses  275r  lfwar«fiba- 
ses  burnt  by  en^my^  pd&lic 
not  liable  275.  Remedy,  by 
proprl^iots,  aj^*ifi5tki9pei^(N« 
for  rents  275.  County  of  Eli- 
tabeth  city  lor-reconiineitd  two 
inspectoiis  annually  275r  No 
two  inspectors  at  samewaire- 
house,  to  perfbrmr  nlilitik  duty 
at  same  time  276.  '  Tbe^ont 
to  perform,  to  be  dttUksif  by 
lot  270.  Proviso  as  to?  Vitre- 
hous^  in  AlexaihMa  '97^,-« 
Sali^i^  of  judges  of  Mgh 
coiirt  of  chancery,  gMeral 
court, ^nd' admiralty  n^ted  in 
tobacco  277.  A  -[mry  to  esU- 
Rtate  the  value  of  the  IM>^co 
in  money  277.  Salatfes  of 
governor,  members  of  coun- 
cil, treasurer,  attorney  g^^ne- 

'  ral,  aitiditor^,  commeretirf  a- 
gent,  commissioner  of  the  na- 
vy, comnrisstion^ '  of  ^frtfr  of- 
ficej  and  derks  ptytfUe  in 
tobacco  279.  Vattte  of  tMmc- 
CO  in  money  estirtiated-by 
granrf  jury  278.  Tat  on  to- 
bJLcco  exported  281.    Wtiges 

•  of  scouts  rated  m  tobilcco 
287*  How  estimated  \A  mo- 
ney 267.  Salaries  and  aHow- 
ances  of  inspectors  enei'^aM 
355.  Cary^s  warebotl^  dis- 
continued 357.  Act^cdhcern- 
ing  inspection  of  tobatM^ftr- 
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.  '474.    .  M«riwetti«rd,  Macho- 
<Hk0k  aod  Glasscock's  ware-  ^ 
«tlMnise&^ffevive4  474.      Rock- 
• .  ttiV*  *  warehouse    established 

*  ,474.  Amount  of  inspeptprs' 
;^laries  at  the  diBerent  ware- 
kQV^s,  ptiyable  iu  tobacco 
47,^:-  Tax  on  jtobacco  in^pec- 

i'  Aed.4X6t .  Slotag^ altered  476: 

Jf  in^ctiotn  ^es.  insufficient 

fprrent^;  and.  salaries,  the  in- 

.  ^p«(U^s  ift}  pa,y  the,  i;enu,  and 

i^eceiye  no  mofe^/of  their  ^sa- 

ku»e«  476:   F^sf^c  r^pri/.- 

fng  470:     CoutOy  ^urts  to 

.  re^build  warehouse*  destroy- 

-   ed  biy  Mje  e*iemy  47^:  Iiispec- 

;, .  tpi^  irmy  b^  recommeuded  at 
a»}f  IM^  470^  .  InspectiQU  at 
.W/iddy!s,  jn  l^evv  K^u,  .and 
W^wicb  in  .Cftxest^rtieW.-re- 
vive4  472;  In^^eq^ci  *»'»- 
rifs  477;  .  Waf^hqus^  ^i  Qa- 
,  bin  Point  discontiaijued,  and 
Hqiay  be  established  at  Low 
Pouit  477:  Warehouses  in 
M^pchester  being  J^uriit.  by 
iikQ  enemy,  coinrms^loiiecs  to 
C^t  iiousas  477;  Toba<;co 
ne^^jii^.in  warehoiusesxlis- 
coi;)lii%uo4  to  be,  sold  by  £0iii- 
n^j^jioiicr*  ^i  tax  477;      So 

,  imioh  oi'  j4(U  to  e)iaa^iraga  im- 
portation oiV  si^t,  as  ^x^|«pts 
iit>pof(4jr  iVorn  jtax-pa  tobac- 
co i^Kppr  ted,  repealed  .478: — 
Xreiwuriir  autltorlsedto  ^or- 
raw  «iG«5y,  tobacco,  hemp, 
.or  &owi:  4dl:  loier^st  at^jsix 
per  oeMX  on  con»modities,.  & 
IQQ  C^r  90  on  ii^oney  48lpr- 
J^eceipts  i&ceivabic  iu  tai^es 
^  (heir  deaornination  repre- 
seotg  482:  r  Tobacco  f^es. to 
Vol.  X.  H  4 


be  paid/in.  money  nt  (Ss.  ^. 
'  per  hundred  489:  Taxei  pay- 
able in  tobacco  SOS: 

todd/william 

Certain,  trut^ees  authorised  to 
pay   to   William  Todd,  the 
proceeds,  of  the  sa^eof  his  en- 
tailed l^rnb  103. 
TORIES. 

tt?"  The  provisions  of  the  act 
here  referfed  to»  being  level- 
led at  a  clas9  of  people,  kimwn 
by  the  popular  appellation  of 
tories^  the  subject  matter  can- 
moi  \>e  indexed  under  a  nore 
appropriate  head, .  altbopgh 
4lie  term  does  not  occtir  in 
Ihe  act  itself. 

The  foUowiog  orimes  iiyuri- 
ous  to  the  independence  of 
AHQperica,  but  less  than  trea- 
son, are  declared  to  he  nis- 
deraeanor^  punishable  by  fine 

,  aod  imprisonment,  viz. 
To   maiotaln  or  affirm,  by 
writing, .  printing,    or   opea 
preaching,    or    by    Q^press 

.  speaking,  that  the  Untied 
States,  or  any  ,  or  eitliei"' of 
them,^oiight  to  be  dependent 
on  ih^  4:rown'  qr  parliament 
of  Great  Briuin,  or  to  ac- 
kftowled^^the  king  to  be  the 
lawful  sovereign  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  or  to  acknowledge 
him  or  herself  his  subjei;^•or 
to  attribute  to  the  king  or 
parliament  any  jurisdiction 
or  power  in  |bi^  common- 
wealth;, or  to  withdraw  any 
parson  from  their  allegi^ce 
to  this  commooweaithy  or 
promise  allegiance  ,.\ff  the 
king;  or  to  discourage  enlist- 
men%  onthe  military  servi^ 
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'  or  adirise  to  sobmit  t(T  the  e- 
nemy;  or  to  wish  health  or 
success  to  the  king  268-270. 
When  subject  to  martisl  law 
310:  Executive  may.  consti- 
tute special  courts  for  trial  of 
lories  387^415:  May  be  ap- 
prehended and  con6ned,  or 
bahished  414.  Felony  with- 
out clergy  to  return  414. 
TOWNS. 

Town  of  Hoonsborough^  in 
Kentucky  county  established 
134.  Louisville,  at  the  falls 
of  the  Ohio,  in  Kentucky 
county,  and  Harrisonburg,  in 
the  county  of  Rockingham 
established  293. 

TRADE. .  - 

Board  of  trade  constlcuted  15. 
Vacancies,  how  supplied  15. 
Oath  of  members  15.  Duty 
and  powers  of  board  15. — 
Their  proceedings  subject  to 
controul  of  executive  16. — 
How  monies  drawn  from  trea- 
sury 16.  Where  to  sit,  &^  how 
convened  16.  Oath  of  secre- 
cy 16:  Board  of  trade  to 
transmit  articles  for  accom- 
modation of  array  12,  Dele- 
gates to  congress  restricted 
from  cngiiging  In  trade  113. 
Tlieir  oath  to  that  effect  113. 
Salary  of  members  of  board  of 
trs^de  and  their  clerks  118, 
1\d.  Acts  establishing  a 
board  of  war  and  a  board  of 
trade  repealed  291.  Commer- 
cial agent,  commissioner  of 
the  navy,  and  commissioner 
of  the  war  oftice  appointed 
292. 

TRAVERSE. 

To  inquisition  of  escheat,    how 


tobQ.b^rd  11&     .Mo(d^4>f 
proceeding  thereon  153b.  ^ 
.TRJEASON. 

Crimes  injurious  to   th^  ji^^- 

.  pendence  of  Amerlcfi,  but  ll^ 
than  treason,  defined  h  pun- 
ished 268.  Execjuiive  may 
constitute  special  cour^Jor 
trial  of  387. 

TREASURER.,,:- 

Salary  of  treasurer  ll^^.^Jy, 
278,493:  Treasurer  constitu- 
ted judge  of  coijiqterfeit,  p^er 
money  271.  His  pow'er  to 
deface  counterfeit  noles^271. 
When  he  may  call  to  his  as- 
sistance two  of  the  auditors 
272.  Salaiv  of  treasurer  pay- 
able in  tobacco  278;  Value 
oC  tobacco  in  money  estima- 
ted by  ji rand  jury  278:  Trea- 
surer authorised  to  borrow 
money,  tobacco,  hemp  or 
flour  48 1 :  Interest  at  six  per 
cent  on  commodities,  and  1CM> 
for  90  01)  money  481;  Re- 
ceipts receivable  in  taxes  as 
their  denomination  represents 
482:  Salary  of  ireasureir,  in 
specie  493; 
TREASURY  NOTE^.' 

See  Paper  Money. 

Stealing,  taking  by  robl^iery, 
forging  or  coupterfeiting  trea- 
sury notes»  death  wiiboul 
clergy  93:  Havioe  in  posses- 
sion ir^struments  Tor  iQr^ing 
or  counterfeiting  95:  Pe^ns 
suspected  of  having  forged 
or  counterfeited  aotes^  bpy 
apprehended  96: 

TREES,  . 

Penalty  for  felling  a  tree  mto  a 
road,  and  not  Feoiovbg  it, 
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--'•l"K>;  kill  trees  near  the  road 
368   ' 

TURPENTINE. 
See  i^trk,  Betf,  Sfc. 

Act  ftJr  inspection   of,  revived 
and  amended  290.     Fees  fal- 
tered 200.     Penalties  altered 
21^. 
UNITED  STATES. 

Acl  for  piotection  Bind  encour- 
agement of  commerce  of  na- 
tions acknowledging  the  in- 
^iefpendehtve  of  the  U.  States 
of  Ameriiia  202.  "Consuls  re- 
ceived; their  previlegeS  and 
powers  202.  How  aided  in 
execution  thereof  203.  Pro- 
perty belonging  to,  how  re- 
d6vercd218.  Punishment  of 
those  asserting  that  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  ought  to  be  depen- 
dent on  the  crown  or  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  268. — 
Or  acknowledging  their  sov- 
ereignty or  himself  as  sub- 
ject 269. 

VENDUES. 

Act  to 'prevent  forestalling,  re- 
grating,  engrossifig  and  pub- 
.  Kc.  vendues  further  continued 
iShl  425.  Duty  on  goods 
sold  at  auction  16S.  Vendue 
inasiers  prohibited  from  bid- 
ding on  goods  exposed  by 
th6m  to  auction  158.  Extrep- 
tion  158.  Vendue  masters, 
how  appointed  and  qualified 
158. 

VENIREMEN. 

Allo^rances  to  veniremen  at- 
tending the  general  court  in 
criminal  cs^ses,  what  and  how 
paid  96.  Payable  in  specie, 
what  489. 


"    VESSELS.      - 

See  Navy, 

Duty  and  liability  of  command- 
ers of  ve^els,  in  relation  to 
deserters  264-- 

Duty  payable  on  vessels  511. 
VESTRY, 

Vestries  empowered  to  levy  and 
make  assessments  for  salaries 
in  arrear  to  ininisters  of  the 
church  of  England,  on  repeal 
of  the  act  for  the  support  ot 
the  clergy;  for  complying 
with  legal  engagements,  and 
providing  for  parish  poor. — 

198. ^Vestries   in   several 

counties  dissolved  288.  Over- 
seers of  the  poor  to  be  elected 
for  three  years  288,  Over- 
seers of  poor  to  be  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  and 
-  succeed  to  the  powers  and  du- 
ties of  vestries  and  church- 
wardens 289. 

VIRGINIA. 

Remonstrance  of  Virginia,  to 
Congress,  on  the  subject  of 
her  north-western  boundary 
557.  Resolution  of  Virginia 
forceeding  her  north-western 
territory  564.  ' 

VIRGINIA  LINE. 
See  Army. 

On  continental  establishnient, 
pay  of  officers  and  soldiers, 
made  equal  to  specie  462, — 
F^nrther  tract  of  territory  al- 
lowed ioTy  in  lieu  of  that  fallen 
into  North  Carolina  465. — 
Wlien  and  how  their  lands 
surveyed  466.  On  state  es- 
tablishment, their  pay  and 
subsistence  to  be  made  equal 
to  continentals  467.  Also, 
their  land  bounty  467.    Vir^ 
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giniarme  on  continetital  es- 
Ublishmenty  to  be  recruiled 
-  for  tiro  years  or  the  war  499. 
Soldbrs  enlisted^  entitied  to 
same  bounty  and  tminunittes 
.  as  other  contineata:lg  497. 

VOLUNTEERS.— See  Army. 

Volunteertt  to  he  raised  18. 

Organization  of  officers  and 
.  staff  19.  Pay  and  rations  19. 
BoMnty^  and  term  of  service 
30.  Volunteers  for  western 
frontiers  20.  Where  posted, 
and  terra  of  service  21  Pen- 
fiions^  and  provision  for  wives 

and  indigent  parents  21. 

Land-bounty  to  volunteiprs 
under  Col.  George  Rogers 
Clarke  26.  Volunteer  ca- 
valry to  be  called  into  service 
312.  To  be  credited  to  their 
division  of  militia  SI  2.  Gov- 
ernor and  council  authorised 
to  raise  volunteers,  in  case  of 
invasion  389. 

WAGER& 
Set  Gaming. 

Penalty  on  tliose  who  play  or 
bet  on  games  or  wagers  205. 
WAGES. 

Wages  of  rnerfibers  of  general 
assembly,  in  tobacco,  how 
estimated  and  paid  30,  104, 
229.  Wages  of  members  of 
congress  75.  Acts  fixing  al- 
lowance of  members  of  gene- 
ral assembly,  explained  aud 
amended  137. 

WAGGONS. 

Drivers  of  waggons  in-  conti- 
nental service  exempted  from 
militia  duty  177.  Waggons 
for  militia  ordered  to  South 
Carolina,  how  provided  224. 
Pay  for  waggons  224:  Wag-  , 


gotis  procured  by '  impiiets- 
ment  335:  Wagg<>nsl  ^o^tfae 
army,  how  furnished  by.the 
several  counties  342t  Fcrtber 
time  allowed,  for  fomislraig 
waggons  393:  Waggons  and 
horses,  how  supplied .  for  the 
southern  army  482:  HowAs- 

Kosed  of  483: 
TALKER,  THOMAS  ir^ 

His  mulatto  man  Wilitai»Beck 
emancipated  211: 
WAR. 

See  Army.  * 

Board  of  war  constituted  17>— 
Vacancies,  how  snpplied  17: 
Oath  of  members  1 7:  Their 
duty;  subject  to  direction: #f 
executive  1 7:  W  here  to  *ii^  & 
how  convened  17:  Commis- 
sioner of  the  navy,  and  their 
clerk  appointed  b^  them '18: 
Oath  of  socfc^cy  18:  "lAct  tjon- 
ceming  officers,  soldiasi-SHi- 
lorsand  marines  23:  -r  Boun- 
ties 23:  Land  hottnty,  pen- 
sions 24:  .  Half  pay  26t  iRe- 
cruiting  officers  25:  i  bahd 
bounty  to  volunteers  tmder 
col  George  Rogers  i^iavbe 
26:  To  soldiers  for  pf«ec^ 
tiou  of  IirnKNs2?7i  Lduid  bovii- 
ty  to  those  who  enlist  tfw^ 
war  i27t  >  Other  troopg  tmbe 
raised  28,329  Pay  andNOtfio- 
iuments  34:  Act  for  more  ef- 
fectually, supplying"  officers, 
soldiers  and  sailors,  with  ai^- 
ticles  for  their,  comfortable 
accommodation  71:  Board 
of  war  to  furnish  lists  iif  sorti- 
cles  for  accommyodattofti  of  ar- 
my 72:  Duty  of  board  of  war 
to  ascertain  wants  of  wrmy 
73:  One  25th  man  of  the  mi- 
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rBdftto  b^  driifted  for  eighteen 

'  lirMitlisi£i2:  Salary  of  mean- 
bfrs^iif  board  mf  wat-,  fe  their 
rfcrM  lt8,21«3   Of  how  ma- 

'  oy  members  board  of  war  to 
consist  19d:  One  to  he  in- 
fipector  of  miiitary  stores  aifid 
provisionft  198:  Their  pro- 
ceedings to  be  submitted'io 
governor  and  council  for  ap- 
l^obation  193:  How  tite  board 
of  war  convened  19^:  Mili- 
tia embodied  for  relief  of 
South  Carolina  221:.  Act  for 
speedily  recruiting  tlie  qu«ita 
(k  this  stale  for  the  contmeh- 
tal  army  257:  Salary  of  com- 
missioner of  war  oilfice  and 

.clerks  rated  in  tobacco  278: 
V«hie  of  tobacco,  in  money, 
esVraiated  by  grand  jary  278: 
Acts  «stab&dhing  a  beard  of 
war  and  a  board  of  trade.re- 
p^led  291 :  Commercial  ^ 
gent,  commissioner  of  the  na- 
vy and  commissioner  of  the 
w-or  office  appointed  292b**- 
Fowers  and  duUes  of  com- 
mibsioner  of  war  more  acco- 
cMely  defined  426:  Commia- 
sioaer,  of  war  to  discharge 
dmie^  of  adjotant  geaeraPs 
departoMcit  428:-  Military 
<omniissian»to  \%Aut  firom  war 
offiee  426:  Salary  of  commfis- 
Vmner  of  war  428;  Address 
of  the  general  assembly  of 
Vir^nia  to  congress,  on  the 
mlanaitig  situation  of  thetoii- 
tbem  states,  as  it  regards  the 
<Nperatioas  of  the  eoetny  S39: 
WAREHOUSES. 
Tobacco  warehouses,  when  in- 
mfieietit,  bow  repaired  T7:^^ 
|[f  warehouses  burnt  by  the 


enemy,  public  not  iijdble  29^5: 
•Provision  as  to  warehouse  in 
Al^andria  276:  Call's 
warehoosediscoHtintred  2£7: 
Meriwether's  Machodach,  &c 
Glasscock's  warehouses  re- 
vived 474:  Rockett's  ware- 
lH)oae  established  474.  Coun- 
ty courts  to  re-baild  •  ware- 
houses destroyed  by  the  ene^ 
my  476;  Inspection  at  Wad- 
dy*s  in  New  Kent;  and  War- 
wick in  Chesterfield  revived 
477:  Warehouse  at  Cabin 
Point  discontinued,  and  one 
may  be  established  at  Low 
Point  477:  Warehouses  in 
Mam^hester  being  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  commissioners 
to  rent  houses  477:  Tobac- 
coes  remaining  at  warehouses 
discontinued,  to  be  sold  l>y 
commissioners  of  tax  477n— 
Warehouses  for  reception  of 
hemp,  for  taxes,  where  esta- 
blished 508:  Inspections  of 
flour,  for  taxes,  where  esta- 
blished 509:  Power  of  gover 
nor  and  council  to  establish 
other  places  509: 

WARRANTS. 

Land  warrants,  how  obtained, 
located  and  executed  52: — 
Exchange  warrants  52.  New 
warrants,  when  land  lost  by 
caveat  59:  Assignable  60."— 
Stealii^  Of  forging  land  war- 

.  rants,  felony  withoiit  clergy 
65:  Stealing,  taking  by  rob- 
bery, fbrging  Or  counterfeh- 
ing  certain  warrants,  d^ath 
Wfthoat  clergy  98:  Proceed- 
ings against  ofienders  94: — 
Penalty  for  opposing  execu* 
tion  of  treasury  land  warrants 
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by  forcc^  vietence  or^reats 
162:  Juri^dicucm  of  a  sittgle 
magistrate  eucreased,  in.  a 
ratio  wiih  the  depreciaiian  of 
paper  money  352:  Paper  mo- 
ney receivable  for.  laiid  war- 
raots  457:  Witbin  vhat  time 
military  warraf^s  to  be  loca- 
ted 485;  Military  warranto, 
under  the  former  government 
485:  Not  necessary  to  ex- 
change warrants  for  military 
service  last  war  4S7. 

WASHINGTON,  GEORGE 

Letter  from  general  WasliHyg- 
ton,  on  the  subject  of  succours 
to  be  sent  to  the  southern 
Ftales  575:  Letter  from  gen. 
Washington  to  the  governor 
of  Virginia  581. 

WESTERN  FRONTIERS. 

Regiment  for  defence  of  west- 
ern frontiers  215:  Regiment 
under  colonel  George  Ro- 
gers Clarke  to  be  completed 
for  defence  of  the  western  fron- 
tiers 389. 

WHEAT. 

Tax,  payable  in  wheat  490, 
WIDOWS. 

Provision,  for  widows,  wives, 
and  children  of  the  Britrsb 
subjects,  out  of  their  estates 
escheated  71.  Al  lo wance  to 
widows  and  aged  parents  of 
soldiers  dying  in  service  262, 
Half  pay  to  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  officers  dying  in  ser- 
vice 374. 

WIFE. 

Provision  for  wives  and  indi- 
gent parents  of  volunteers  lost 
10  the  service  21.  For  wi- 
dows, wives,  and  children  of 


'British  subjects,  out.  of  ^iheir 
escheated  estates  71v  Ait -acts 
empowering  county^  camn9  to 
provide  for  the  wives^  p^irrents 
and  families  of  soldiers,  re- 
pealed 212,  Proviso  In  fa- 
vour of  those  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances 212. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 
Sergeant  of  Williamsburg  same 
power  to  distrain  for  militia 
fines  as  sheri&  85.  Court  of 
admiralty  to  sil  ai  Wittiafliis- 
burg  136.  Capitol  and  pal- 
ace in  Williamsburg  to  be 
sold,  in  the  event  that  taxes 

Erove  unproductive  285. 
during  the  prevalence  of  the 
small-pox  in  Williamsburg, 
the  justices  of  James  City  au- 
thorised to  hold  their  courts 
any  where  in  the  county  458. 
WILLS. 

Wills  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
ih  offices  of  the  county  courts, 
attested  copies  to  be  again 
recorded  453.  How  far  evi- 
dence 453. 

WINDOWS. 

Tax  on  windows  280. 
WINCHESTER. 

Towns  of  Winchester  and  Alex- 
andria iucorporatad  172.—— 
Officers,  how  elected  178. — 
Style  of  corporation  1T3. — 
Mayor,  recorder,  tmc.  how 
qualifiiKl  173:  How  long 
mayor  eligible  173:  Judicial 
and  ministerial  powers  of 
mayor,  recorder  and  alder- 
men 173:  Powers  of  Ser- 
geant 174:  Lhnitatioii  of  ju- 
risdiction 1T4:  Market  days 
175:    Officers,  how  remova- 
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kie  6>r  niscondiict  1 75:  Ya- 
catNlles,  bow  supplied  175. — 
.  Penalty  for  refu^ng  t«  exe- 
tniie  office  to  which- elected 
175.    Commoti  coanci),  bow 
summoned  175:      Town  of 
Winchester  incorporated    in 
same  manner  as  Alexandria 
176:      Style  of  corporation 
176>    Jurt$dietioni76, 
WINE. 
Diity.on  wme  imported  511: — 
Bovr  A^askt  of  wine  entered 
512. 


WITNESSES. 

Allotrances  to  witnesses  attend- 
ing  the  general  court  in  crhm- 
inal  cases,  and  how  paid  96: 
Witnesses  attending  soperior 
courta  127:  Of  inferior  courts, 
or  upon  surveys  127:  Wit- 
nesses aUowanoet  231 1  Al- 
lowance to  witnesses,  in  Bpe* 
cie  489: 

YEAS  fc  NAYS.  ^ 

Instructions  to  delegates  in  con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  having 
the  yeas  and  nays  published' 
545. 
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IaH  of  Errata  in  the  Tenth  Volumfi  ofHen^ 
ing^s  Statutes  at  Large. 


Errata  n6ted  by  Robert  6.  Scott  and  A.  L.  Bott». 

ffige   S7  line  21  from  top,  insert  *•  tht"  between  the  words  '*or"  &  ^'boands.'-'^ 

90  4  from  top,  for  «  judicUT '  read  « juridical.*^ 

97  third  of  title  to  act,  for  "porctsin^ •'  read  ♦•  purchasing." 

100)  17  from  top,  *<legrislation*'  in  original 'Mitigation"-  in  copj. — 

This  teems  to  be  a  mistake  in  the  originaL   * 

107  -     6  from  bottom/m  title  ofact,ibr«bndlich'*  read  ^pnblick.'" 

168  18  from  top»  for  **  estate*'  read  **  esUtes." 

177  6  from  top,  for  **  impededed"  read  •<  impeded. " 

184  tojs  for  ^  elerksr*  read  «<  clerk.** 

903  13  from  bottom,  for  <«  brin**  read  •*  bring,** 

316  7  from  top,  fbr  «•  reouired'*  read  ''required.** 

317  7  from  botbom,  insert  ^  iP*  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
343  4  from  top,  for  <*  purpose"  read  «  purposes.** 

301       lOf^rom  bottom,for  «<  judged"read  <«adjodged.'* 
S16       10  from  ton,  for  ••  or'^^read «« and,**  / 

ErraU  noted  by  Peter  V.  Daniel  and  Robert  &  Scott 
fMe  331  Mne  9  from  bottom,  omit  the  word  "said**  between  •'tiie'*  fc  ««ftnt.*^ 
369         9  from  bottom,  for  «  dy"  read  •*  by." 
378        3  from  bottom,  for  «*haTe"  read  **  are.** 
384  At  the  end  of  the  bottom  line  insert  •*  the  s^nrieepf." 
393lin«30fromtop,  for  •<  exempt"  read  <*  exempted." 
397        bottom, for  «<  this  state"  read  « thesUte." 
409        10  from  bottom,  strike  out «  a"  befbre  « lawful.** 
463         8  fh»n  top,  insert  •'the"  before  *'  paper." 
468        bottom,  (^<<  the  state"  read  « this  state." 
499        6  fhnn  top,  fbr««fto  stale"  read «« the  BUtew^ 
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